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*To  the  RIGHT   HONORABLE 

GEORGE   LORD  ANSON, 

BARON    of  SOBERTON, 

Vice-admiral  of  England,  firft  lord  commis- 
sioner of  the  admiralty,  and  one  of  his 
majesty's  moft  honorable  privy-council. 

My  Lord, 

WHEN  the  various  events  were  known  of  the  famous 
expedition  to  the  south  seas,  under  your  lordship's 
diredion,  your  calmnefs  and  conAancy,  in  circumftances  fb 
difcouraging,  and  oftentimes  terrible,  naturally  excited  a  re- 

A  2  fpedful 

*  This  Dedication  was  prefixed  to  Vol.  UL  in  a  former  edition* 
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ful  idea  of  your  charadler  :  but  we  have  fince  been  indebted 
in  great  meafure  to  your  lordship  for  more  eminent  lervices. 
You  had  the  command  in  the  firft  truly  English  day,  which 
gave  a  turn  to  the  late  war,  and  diverted  the  blow  aimed  at  an 
important  branch  of  our  commerce.  That  day  gave  the  firft 
mortal  wound  to  the  maritime  power  of  france,  and  com- 
penfated  for  the  little  fuccefs  of  our  arms  in  flani>ers.  And 
here,  my  lord,  afFedion  for  my  brother,  who  did  his  duty^ 
under  your  aufpices,  as  well  as  the  love  <^  my  country,  de- 
mand the  tribute  of  my  particular  thanks. 

The  defire  of  diftindton,  fo  deeply  implanted  in  our  na- 
ture, can  have  no  principle  more  noble  than  that  of  advancing 
the  happine^  of  the  fociety.  The  higheft  offices  of  life,  ne- 
cefTarily  create  a  pre-eminence  in  toil ;  the  pof!^fibr&of  them 
are  the^efbst  99<^tl|i4  to  thc^eatec  venoiatioft.  Men  of  ac-> 
tive  fpirits  are  ever  looking  forward.  The  fame  genius  which 
has  hitherto  cenduded  your  &or9s  imp  will  flill  kad  you  on 
to  the  ioQcenfe  of  your  faaie,  and  the  acquifitipn  of  new  ho- 
nor. Oo  that  board  at  whtch  your  lordship  prefides,  de-^ 
pends  in  a  very  great  degiee  the-  welfare  and  fafety*  of  thi» 
nation.  Tke*  %kn<i)Dit  (^  this  manarcft^  k  fupportied  b^^com- 
merce,  and  commerce  by  naval  ftrength.  Whilil  the  (everali 
ilates  of  Europe  accumulate  maritime  ppwQ^  your  lord- 
SHXP's.  charge- receives  an  additional  weight ;  and  in  propor> 
tipn  as  your  fervic^  prove  inftrumental  to  your  couatsy**^ 
welfare,,  your  glory  will  increafc. 

*  Ik 
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In  the  following  flieets,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  prefent 
to  your  LORDSHIP,  we  have  a  remarkable  inftance  of  the  pomp 
and  {plendor  of  one  of  the  greateft  eaftern  monarchies,  hum- 
bled even  to  the  duft  by  the  iniquitous  conduft  of  minifters. 
How  great  the  contrail  between  thefe  and  the  nearer  exam- 
ples with  which  we  are  furniihed  by  our  own  country  !  Pur- 
fuits  aduated  by  honed  motives,  direded  by  wife  laws,  un- 
der a  jttft  and  legal  fovereign,  fhould  they  ered  no  other  : 
trophy  than  an  honorable  tomb,  mud  be  incomparably'  pre« 
ferable  to  the  proudefl  monuments  of  fuccefsful  villainy. 

But  Providence  has  been  indulgent  to  your  lordship  : 
your  endeavota  for  the  fetvicc  of  your  country,  have  been 
brought  to  a  ibccefsful  ifTue^  and  your  wifhes  accompltflied 
in  the  reward  of  tho{e  fervices.  May  that  Providence  ftill 
proted  yoa  in  alt  the  important  concerns  of  your  ftatioa,  and 
ki  all  the  circumftances  of  your  private  life.  I  am>  with 
great  refpe£t^ 


My  lord. 

Your  LORD  SHI  p*"s 

mod  obedient 

Londoiit 
J^uniaiy>  1753. 

humble  fervanf^ 


Jonas  Hanway; 


*  To    the    RIGHT    HONORABLE 

JOHN  EARL  OF  HYNDFORD, 

Vifcount  iNGLESBURY,  and  grange. 

Lord  CARMICHAELL  of  CARMICHAELL, 

Knight  of  the  moft  ancient  order  of  the  thistle,  one  of  the 
lordsof  his  majesty's  bed-chamber,  lord-lieutenant,  and 
principal  fheriff  of  the  county  of  Lanark,  one  of  his 
majesty's  moft  honorable  privy-council,  and  one  of  the 
lordsof  the  police  in  Scotland. 

My  Lord, 

THE  protection  I  received  under  your  lordship's  mi- 
niftry  at  the  Russian  court,  authorifes  this  teftimony 
of  my  gratitude.     The  countenance  of  perfons  in  your  lord- 
ship's 

*  This  Dedication  w^s  prefix'd  to  Vol.  IV.  in  a  former  edition. 
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ship's  high  ftation,  is  a  circumftance  which  ought  to  afford 
pleafure  in  the  reflexion ;  particularly  when  Providence  has 
profpered  our  labors  abroad,  and  enabled  us  to  return  to  our 
native  country,  there  to  live  under  the  happy  government  of 
that  good  prince,  whom  your  iordship  Co  worthily  repre- 
fented. 

The  firft  part  of  this  work  gives  an  account  of  fome  points 
of  moment  to  the  commerce  of  this  nation,  which  fell  within 
the  compais  of  your  lordship's  miniftry.  I  Was  a  witiiefs 
then,  and  ftill  have  the  fatisfadion  to  remember,  with  what 
zeal  and  attention  your  lordship  endeavored  to  fupport  the 
trade  of  this  nation  over  the  Caspian  sea. 

This  volume,  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  prefent  to 
your  lordship,  is  the  refqlt  of  my  enquiries  in  Persia.    It 
contains  the  hiftory  of  great  military  achievements,  and  events 
that  feem  to  have  excited  the  attention  of  the  whole  world  ; 
indeed  the  memory  of  them,  will,  to  all  appearance,  be  pre- 
ferved  to  the  lateft  pofterity.     I  am  emirely  fenfible  that 
kow  glorious  fbever  fuch  achievements  may  appear  to  vulgar 
apprehenfions,  there  can  be  nothing  truly  great,  that  is  not 
confiftent  with  the  laws  of  God,  and  the  happinefs  of  fociety. 
The  purfuits  in  which  your  lordship  has  been  engaged,  and 
the  important  negotiations  yoy  have  conduced,  were  calcu- 
lated to  promote  and  proted  liberty ;  not  to  enflave  or  op- 
refs  mankind.     Thefe,  my  lord,  have  been  the  objed  of 
ur  care :  in  thele  you  have  been  long  exercifed  with  great 
4  honor 
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honor  and  CucctCs ;  and  by  thck  you  have  gain^  the  afledkm 
of  foreign  princes,  as  well  as  of  our  own  fovereign. 

Politeness  joined  with  dignity,  a  juft  difcernment  with 
an  eafy  addrefs,  and  a  facility  of  expreifing  the  nobkft  fenti« 
ments  in  the  mod  becoming  language,  arc  endowments  uni- 
verfally  allowed  to  your  lordship  :  i^ch  qualities  have  juftly 
recommended  you  to  the  efteem  of  that  prince,  who  makes 
the  welfare  of  his  fubjeds  the  great  end  of  his  government. 
May  your  lordship  long  enjoy,  under  his  happy  reign,  all 
pleafures  and  advantages  whicH  are  due  to  your  diftinguilhed 
merit.    I  am,  with  great  refped, 


^Iy   L0RD| 


Your  LOKDSHIf's 


moft  obedient 

L«ndoa, 
Januaiy,  1^53. 

humUe  Servani^ 


Jonas  Hanway. 
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CHAP     L 

jf  duel  fought  hetween  two  of  the  kinfs  hanoverian  fuhjtEls.    RefleSicns  on 

duelling. 

UPON  my  arrival  in  hanover,  the  great  fubjeft  of  difcourfe  was  the 
duel,  by  which  his  majefty  had  juft  loft  Mr.  frichapbl  and  Mr.  swekel, 
two  of  his  principal  hanoverian  fubjefls,  the  one  being  fled,  and  the 
other  killed.  The  latter  was  a  lord  of  the  bed-chamber,  and  being  in  favour  with 
the  king,  he  had  attended  his  majefty  into  Holland,  though  this  oflice  ordinarily 
belonged  to  frichapel  as  mafter  of  the  horfe.  This  created  a  dilguft  and  jea- 
loufy,  which  were  inflamed  by  an  occafional  infult.  Both  were  faid,  to  be  equally 
difpoftd  to  refer  the  decifion  of  the  matter,  to  the  fword;  swekel,  though  no 
young  man,  and  Ihort-fighted,  was  weak  enough  to  comply  with  the  challenge^ 
and  loft  his  life  in  the  unequal  combat,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  court,  and  of 
all  lovers  of  peace  and  amity. 

What  a  reproach  is  it  to  the  firft  magiftrates  of  the  christian  world,  that  this 
cuftom  (hould  be  fo  often  connived  at !  A  cuftom  which  is  confidered  by  mahom-. 
MEDANs,  and  even  pagans,  as  impious,  as  it  is^idiculous.  Do  princes  imagine 
there  is  no  other  way  to  fupport  military  courage  and  external  politenefs,  but  by  the 
facrifice  of  religioB  and  humanity  ?  What  a  difgrace  to  common  fenfc,  that  men,  of 
the  moft  gallant  fpirits  in  a  nation,  Ihould  thus  become  the  dupes  of  princes  by  a 
compliance  with  a  tyrannical  and  fantaftic  rule  of  conduft^  which  has  no  found 
politic,  nor  one  good  reafon  to  fupport  it  ? 

His  majefty,  it  was  faid,  would  have  made  the  furvivor  fliorter  by  the  head, 

iiad  he  remained  in  the  hanoverian  dominions*.     It  might  be  wiflied  that  the 

'kittg  would  declare,  and  we  ought  to  believe  he  would  be  as  good  as  his  word,  that 

►  ^  any 

*  'Mr.  Frichafex  has  now  a  regiment  in  the  frjsnCh  fervice. 
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any  man  for  the  future,  who  has  not  courage  and  refolution  enough  to  obey  the 
Jaws ;  .norhumanity  to  forgive ;  nor  even  the  moderation  to  appeal  to  others  \ 
(hall  be  deemed  a  bad  man,  if  not  a  coward  ;  and  receive  no  mercy,  but  what  the 
laws  will  give  him.  Would  it  not  be  more  honourable  for  ch  r  isti an  princes  to  in- 
tcrpofe,  by  banilhing  from  their  courts  with  infamy,  every  fubjeft,  who  being  a 
party,  pretends  to  be  alfo  judge,  jury,  and  executioner  in  his  own  caufc,  in  this 
important  article  of  life  and  death  ? 

To  take  away  life  contrary  to  law,  is  a  power  which  a  king  ought  not  to  have  v 
and  which  kings,  in  our  happy  ifle,  muft  not  affume :  and  ihall  a  fubjeft  dare  to 
do  it  ?  Yet  the  fault  apparently  lies  in  the  breafts  of  princes,  that  this  detcftabie 
prafticc  is  not  fupprcflfed.     Princes  are  the  fountain  of  that  honor,  which  is  the 
principle  on  which  the  duellift  is  fuppofed  to  aft.     The  connivance  or  refentment  of 
a  king  muft  feed  or  dry  up  the  fource  of  this  delufion,  which  is  more  owing  to 
cuftom,  than  to  the  badnefs  of  mens  hearts  •,  a  coftom  which,  in  the  ages  of  igno- 
ranee  and  fuperftition,  was  not  known  among  men  ;  as  if  learning,  politenefs,  and 
the  light  of  the  gofpel,  were  produftive  only  of  falfe  refinements,  diametrically 
oppofite  to  humanity  and  religion.     Princes  are  alfo  fupremc  in  religious  matters. 
1  his  is  a  cafe  which  feems  to  require  an  appeal  to  the  fovereign  of  heaven  and 
earth,  whofe  vicegerents  princes  ought  to  be  ;.  and  if  men,  in  a  wanton  purfuit  of 
an  imaginary  honour,  dcfpife  even  death  itfelf,  what  other  law  can  redify  this  abufe, 
than  the  law  of  honor,  of  which  the  prince  is  the  guardian  ?  Hence  the  notions 
which  render  this  praftice  in  fome  inftances  warrantable,  may,  by  a  change  of 
cuftom,  render  it  intamous  5  and  the  very  memory  of  fuch  falfe  notions  will  thus  in 
time  wear  off. 

If  the  fault  is  not  imputable  to  princes,  if  they  do  not  confidcr  fuch  praftices  as 
ncceffary  evils,  how  comes  it,  for  this  is  the  common  received  opinion,  that  the 
honefteft  man,  and  moft  gallant  officer  in  an  army,  is  obliged  to  give  up  his  com- 
miffion  after  refufal  to  fight,  though  demanded  by  a  pcrfon,  who  is  ftupidly  intre- 
pid, and  deferves  fevere  punilhment  for  diilurbing  the  fociety  ?  But  fuppofing  the 
challenger  is  of  a  contrary  charafter,  I  fee  not  how  the  cafe  is  alter'd  :  The  viola- 
tion of  human  and  divine  laws  is  the  fame,  I  muft  again  repeat  it,  if  the  fault  is 
not  imputable  to  princes,  how  comes  it  that  the  furvivor  is  generally  pardoned  in 
confequence  of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  ? 

It  is  true,  many  wotrthy  men  have  been  in  the  fad  caffc  of  the  furviving  duellift, 
by  offending  more  from  a  regard  to  cuftom  than  the  badnefs  of  their  hearts.  Per- 
haps it  was  a  debt  to  humanity  to  fave  them  from  the  gallows,  fince  they  muft  have 
fought  in  fome  meafure  from  their  knowledge  of  the  lenity  of  princes.  Is  it  enough 
that  the  law  declares  it  death  to  kill  in  a  duel,  when  what  we  call  the  fair  duellift 
knows  that  the  furvivor  is  generally,  I  might  fay,  ai ways  pardoned?  The  de- 
ceafed  is  always  moft  in  fault,  or,  what  is  very  remarkable,  always  faid  to  be 
fo :  but  did  fubjefts  of  every  rank  know,  that  to  meet  an  adverfary  with  weapons, 
with  an  intention  of  fighting,  was  certain  death  by  the  laws ;  and  that  the  fovereign 
would  interpofe  only  to  fee  the  laws  executed,  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that 
fewer  perfons  would  proceed  to  fuch  extremities* 
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'  Thb  FRENCH  in  this  cafe  generally  fly  their  country ;  many  are  connived  at ;  and 
by  a  negleft  of  the  laws,  which  prevails  in  every  nation  in  favour  of  the  higher 
ranks,  duelling  is  often  deemed  a  rencounter  %  and  as  fuch  is  pardoned.  There 
arc  indeed  many  of  the  frbnch  abroad  in  an  inglorious  banilhmcnt  for  crimes  of 
this  nature,  who  make  no  fccretof  it,  but  avow  the  caufe,  by  calling  it  an  affair 
OF  HONOR  ;  a  fpecious  name  indeed  to  colour  a  wicked  aflion  ! 

A  PRINCE  is  concerned  to  prevent  this  abufe,  not  only  as  the  chief  magiftrate,  and 
the  guardian  of  the  laws,  but  in  moft  countries  as  the  principal  military  officer,  or 
general  of  the  army.  In  a  camp  this  extravagant  whim  received  its  birth,  and  has 
been  fince  propagated  for  about  one  hundred  and'fifty  years,  as  much  to  the  difgracc 
of  all  pretenders  to  true  honor,  and  the'common  laws  of  civil  focicty,  as  to  the 
profcffors  of  the  chriftian  religion. 

Henry  IV.  of  France  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  that  encouraged  this  prac- 
tice, by  which  many  a  good  fubjeft  has  loft  his  life,  and  many  a  family  has  been  left 
in  diftrefs,  who  may  juftly  call  for  vengeance  on  him  who  firft  gave  countenance  to 
fo  dangerous  a  fyftem.  Lewis  XIV.  did  much  in  curbing  this  vice  in  France, 
and  it-became  lefs  faOiionable  in  other  parts  of  Europe  :  but  alas!  fince  his  time, 
in  FRANCE,  and  fevcral  parts  of  Europe,  what  a  number  of  fouls  have  been  fent  to 
^heir  laft  account  full  of  this  complicated  crime,  of  regarding  men  rather  than  God  ? 
I  fay,  regarding  men  rather  than  God,  fince  pride  is  certainly  at  the  bottom,  and 
-every  fuch  aft  of  pride  is  plainly  a  rebellion  againft  divine  laws. 

As  this  cuftom  fo  apparently  ftrikes  at  the  fundamental  laws  of  all  fociety,  ought 
it  not  to  be  refented  as  fuch  by  the  whole  community  ?  'Tis  amazing  how  impioufly 
ftupid  fome  men  are  in  this  article  in  countries  profefljngchriftianity,  who  prefume 
to  dilpofe  of  their  lives  as  if  they  pofleflTed  them  by  an  independent  aft  of  their 
own ;  and,  acknowledging  no  God,  are  direfted  entirely  by  their  own  caprice. 

To  intimidate  thefe  valiant  men,  it  might  perhaps  be  demonftrated  that  duels  arc  , 
often  fought  for  want  of  courage.  Have  the  combatants  refolution  to  aft  up  to 
their  real  (cnfc  of  things?  If  they  have  not,  in  what  fenfe  are  they  brave  beyond  a 
dogoralyon?  And  where  is  the  honor  of  doing  a  wicked  aftion  for  fear  of 
wanting  bread  ?  An  honeft  man  will  die  rather  than  do  a  bafe  aftion ;  and  what  is 
the  notion  of  a  bafe  aftion  but  fuch  as  is  ofFenfive  to  God,  and  deftruftive  of  fo- 
cicty ?  Thinking  men  efteem  it  a  folly  to  fay  any  thing  in  vindication  of  this  flagi- 
tious praftice  ;  but  how  many  even  of  thefe  are  preferved  more  by  the  kindnefs  of 
providence,  than  by  the  ftrength  and  uprightnefs  of  their  own  hearts  ?  The  worJd 
is  in  many  cafes  an  arrant  cheat,  and  perhaps  in  no  inftance  more  than  this.  How 
nnany  tl^oufands  of  gallant  fpirits  are  preferved  from  the  efFefts  of  a  duel,  becaufc 
they  never  receive  any  of  thofe  ingenious^  epistles  called  challenges  ?  I  re- 
member to  have  read  of  a  man,  who,  whilft  he  was  writing  a  treatife  againft  fclf- 
murdcr,  was  found  hanging  on  his  bed-poft.  Such  has  been,  and  Juch  probably 
-will  be  the  cafe  of  many  with  regard  to  duels,  if  fome  more  efleftual  method  is  not 
iiiid  to  fupprefs  them.     As  to  men  who  profefs  arms,  they  dare  not  maintain  that 
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they  are  chriftians  in  this  inftancc :  they  muft  be  careful  what  they  fay,  or  rather 
they  muft  be  false  to  their  own  fenfe  of  the  matter  whenever  they  talk  of  it..  Is 
it  only  then  from  the  pulpit,  or  the  moral  writer,  that  the  cuftbm  is  to  be  ex.- 
ploded  ?  Are  religion  and  true  politics  interefting  only  to  a  few  under  particular  cir- 
cumftances  ?  Such  is  the  ftate  of  the  polite  chriftian  world  !  Thus  men  make  them- 
fclves  the  flaves  of  falfe  opinions  under  the  notion  of  bravery,  not  confidering,  that 
of  all  cowardice,  that  is  the  worft,  which  enflaves  the  mind,  and  compels  a  man  to 
be  falle  to  his  oyfji  heart. 

.  To  be  reconciled  to  death  is  eflcntial  to  a  philofopher  and  a  chriftian  ;  that  is,  in 
h&y  to  be  really  no  coward  \  but  it  is  equally  effential  to  thefe  characters  to  refufe 
this  criminal  way  of  dying.  It  follows  then,  that  thefe  renounce  the  appearance  of 
virtue  for  the  reality  of  it.  Iftheducllift  afts  contrary  to  this  principle,  he  re- 
nounces the  reality  for  the  appearance.  From  hence  we  may  obferve  how  extrava- 
gantly abfurd  the  conduft  of  thofc  is,  who  offer  incenfc  to  this  capricious,  cruel, 
lawlefs,  ftupid  idol,  opinion,  drefted  in  the  garb  of  honor,  and  under  the  difguife 
of  a  gallant  fpirit. 

That  this  matter  requires  ferious  animadverfion,  is  but  too  apparent;  for  my 
own  part  I  have  hardly  met  a  man  of  the  world,  but  leaned,  in  fome  degree,  to  the 
fide  of  what  they  call  the  honorable  duellift.  The  youth  who  has  fought  his  duel, 
where  no  murder  is  committed,  is  fometimes  more  diftinguifhcd  than  the  officer 
v^ho  has  been  in  ten  campaigns*,  has  fought  gallantly  as  many  battles  under  a  juft 
command,  and  has  truly  fcryed,  nay  perhaps  has  been  one  of  a  few  who  faved 
their  country.  Thus  the  falfe  courage  which  carries  men  to  deftroy  the  laws,  and 
bring  on  anarchy  and  confufion,  finds  more  reiped  than  that  which  is  employed  ac- 
cording to  the  Jaws  for  the  defence  and  prefervation  of  the  fociety,  which  can  exift 
no  longer  than  the  laws.  How  exceedingly  abfurd  is  it  to  fhew  a  man  a  fecret  or 
an  open  contempt  for  not  fighting,  when  if  he  kills  his  adverfary,  humanity  fteps  ia, 
and  we  lookon  him  with  horror  ?  Pity  indeed  often  takes  place,  but  the  refledlion 
that  the  laws,  have  been  contemned,  is  that;  which  enters  leaft  into  Our  heads  or 
hearts.      ^^  .  :     .       . 

To  mention  ourfelves  with  a  good  grace,  though  we  exult  in  the  fatisfaftion  of 
having  aded  right,  is  a  difficult  ta(k  :  but  this  apprehenfion  muft  not  hinder  us  from 
purfuing  the  great  purpofe  and  duty  of  life,  nor  render  u&  really  deficient  on  one 
fide,  whilft  we  are  afraid  of  being  fo  on  the  other.  Perhaps  a  falfe  fliame  in  well- 
difpofed  minds  has  done  more  harm  than  all  the  vanity  or  afitftation  of  the  weak 
part  of  mankind :  the  triumphs  of  the  underftanding  ought  to  be  diftinguiftied  from 
the  vanity  of  the  heart.  Some  confeflions  of  our  conduft  and  principles,  even 
when  we  approve,  require  a  great  mixture  of  felf-denial ;  for  there  is  hardly  a  man 
breathing,  who  is  not  in  fome  inftances  a  flave  to  opinion  :  bcfides,  arguments  de- 
duced from  the  general  reafoh  of  things,  though  they  may  affeft  the  underftandingi 
do  not  penetrate  the  heart  fo  deep  as  precepts  which  are  brought  into  aftion. 

The  reader  is  by  this  time  acquainted  with  my  fentiments,  if  he  believes  I  am 
fincerc.    May  I  then,  as  I  am  writing  a  journal,  mention  a  circumftance  of  my 

2  own 
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own  life  ?"  I  once  received  a  challenge.  A  certain  manufcript  of  no  confequcnce^ 
clandeftinely  taken,  and  mifrepfefented,  gave  an  alarm  to  a  gentleman  of  the  fight* 
ing  fort  i  upon  which  I  received  a  letter  from  him,  conceived  in  thefe  terms : 

"Sir, 
•'  T  Underftand  you  are  the  author  of  a  paper  fubfcribed  •♦♦♦,  in  which  are  in- 
**  A  itial  letters ^hat  Iprefumcmean  me.    As  I  always  make  it  a  point  to 
•*  RESENT  AFFRONTS,  I  dcfirc  you  wiil  mcct  me  at  **•♦,  and  bring  your  fword 
•*  with  you. 

«  I  am,.  &cc.^ 
To  which  I  anfwered  to  this  effibft  :. 


.cc 


Sir, 


**  TN  reply  to  your  Letter,  the  meaning  of  which  I  fiippofe  is  a  challenge  ta» 
**  X  fight  with  you  :  as  I  do  not  underftand  by  what  authority  you  call  me  to  ac- 
•*  count,  I  will  NOT  tell  you  whether  I  am  the  author  of  any  fuch  paper  as  you 
"  mention,  6r  not:  but  this  I  think  my  honor  is  concerned  to  inform  you,  that  I 
"  never  intend  to  do  any  man  an  injury  ;  and  if*  an  offence  does  come,  that  honor 
•'  alfo  obliges  me  to  make  atonement,  without  putting  my  friends-  to  the  trouble 
*•  of  fighting:  and  for  my  part  I  always  make  it  a  point  not  to  resent 
••  affronts,  beyond  the  meafure  which  reafon  andreligion  warrant. 

**  As  to  meeting  you  at  ****,  I  have  no  inclination  to  walk  in  fuch  weather* 
**  as  this,  nor  am  I  in  the  leaft  difpofed  to  fight  for  nothing  ^  but  a  fword  I  al- 
••  WAYS  wear,  intending  to  ufe  it  upon  every  just  occafiom 

«  I  am,  &c." 

My  antagonift  was  fatisfied,  and  no  doubt  was  glad  to  be  excufed  fighting,  as  all 
men  are  except  thofe  who  are  intoxicated  with  wine,  or  what  is  much  the  fame, 
with  anger ;  or  quite  deprived  of  underftanding.  What  an  abfurd  cuftom  is  this !' 
A  great  irijury  is  done  me,  and  therefore  I  muft  give  the  injurer  an  opportunity  of 
killing  me.  On  the  other  hand,  what  can  pofiefs  a  man  with  an  opinion  that  he 
muft  fight  becaufe  another  is  fo  mad  as  to  require  it  ?  Is  the  challenge  a  fufficient 
provocation  ?  that  is,  as  if  becaufe  g  man  demands  the  loan  of  a  large  fum  of  mo- 
ney»  I  muft  lend  it  at  the  hazard  of  my  own  ruin.  But  if  a  man  by  a  trefpafs  for- 
feits 4iis  right  in  his  own  life  *,  if  I  have  a  right  to  kill  him,  if  I  think  it  good  to 
jemove  him  as  a  villain,  why  fliould  I  not  kill  him  in  the  moft  convenient  way  f 
The  grand  point  will  be  who  is  to  judge  in  this  matter  ?  I  think  at  leaft  fome  c^lp- 
fuift  of  learning  and  great  probity  ought  to  be  confulted  in  fo  important  a  cafe ;  and 
after  all  I  am  afraid  the  laws  would  judge  this  private  vindictive  juftice  as.  murder, 
and  me  to  be  hanged. 

To  bring  the  thing  home  to  my  own  breaffi,  now  I  am  uporv  the  fubjeft,  I  will 
llippofe  I  had  the  fame  fort  of  fenfe  in  this  bufinefs  as  my  adverfary,  and  had  car^ 
ried  my  fword  as  he  defired,  ufed  it,  and  died,  and  been  brought  to  my  laft  account, 
for  fuch  account  I  believe  there  will  be  •,  what  could  I  fay  in  my  own  defence  ? 
That  I  was  not  afraid  of  God,  but  I  feared  the  phantom  opinion.    But  what  if  I 

had. 
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had  killed  my  adverfary,  and,  to  put  the  matter  in  tlie  bed  light»  been  pardoned 
by  human  laws ;  could  all  my  tears  of  repentance  have  cleanfed  my  hand  trom  this 
HONORABLE  MURDER?  Ought  I  not  to  run  it  into  the  flames,  and  ftand^  as  a 
ROMAN  *  did  on  a  worfe  occafion,  to  fee  it  burnt  off,  to  expiate  the  bloody  deed,  if 
fuch  expiation  could  avail  ? 

A  FRIEND  of  mine  mentioned  an  acquaintance  of  his  who  treated  a  challenge  lek 
ferioufly,  by  calling  out  in  a  public  coflFee-houfe,  **  You  «•*»,  what  did  you 
*^^  mean  by  fending  me  a  challenge,  do  you  think  that  at  my  time  of  life  I  am  fuch 
"  a  fool  to  figlu  a  duel?" 

There  is  no  man  who  afts  virtuoufly  but  (bmebody  or  other  fufFers  when  hedies : 
however,  let  us  confidcr  him  in  the  different  relations  of  life;  fuppofe  him  wedded 
to  a  woman  of  honour  and  fentiments,  a  kind  hufband,  a  dutiful  Ton,  a  tender  par 
rent,  and  confequently  it  maybe  prefumed  a  faithful  friend;  and,  except  in  this 
wild  enthufiafm,  ^a  lover  of  his  country.  Behold  him  proftrate  on  the  earth,  killed  hf 
the  hand  of  him  who  perhaps  was  yefterday  the  friend  of  his  bofom,  and  a  man  whom 
he  loved  and  wifhed  to  ferve ;  fent  to  his  lafl:  account  with  all  his  fms  upon  him  ; 
plunged  into  eternity  in  a  rebellious  aft  againft  the  plain  decrees  of  heaven.  Whillb 
we  fee  the  blood  iffuing  from  his  wound,  behold  the  gentle  matron,  the  partner  of 
.all  his  happinefs  or  niifery,  with  floods  of  tears  flreaming  from  her  eyes,  calling  for 
that  aid  which  no  mortal  arm  can  give.  The  tender  infant  by  her  fide  knows  not 
that  one  fatal  thruft,  robs  him  of  all  the  joys,  the  comforts  and  fupport,  with  which 
providence  had  blefled  him  in  a  parent,  now  no  more.  The  aged  father  lofing  his 
Ion,  in  whom  all  his  worldly  joys  were  centered,  and  for  whom  only  he  wi(hed  to 
live,  droops  his  hoary  head,  and  dies  with  forrow.  On  the  other  hand  what  horror 
muft  invade  the  foul  of  the  furviving  duellift  I  The  reproaches  of  his  heart,  and  his 
.fearful  apprehenfidns  of  the  laws,  muft  fill  him  with  difmay.  If  it  was  only  to  die, 
death  is  but  a  debt  we  owe  to  nature,  and  the  end  of  life  is  to  pay  that  debt  in  a 
graceful  manner :  but  under  thefe  circumftances  it  is  (hocking.  Not  the  devouring 
vflames:  nor  ftorms  that  plunge  the  affrighted  mariner  into  his  watery  grave,  have 
half  the  terrors  of  this  dreadful  fcene. 

The  moft  capital  misfortune  attending  the  preludes  to  thefe  cataftrophes,  is  the 
•frequent  carelefsnefs,  or  too  great  confidence  in  a  fuppofed  accommodation,  on  the 
parts  of  by-ftanders,  or  of  the  friends  of  the  parties  contending  5  to  which  we  may 
.add,  the  fuppofed  (hame  of  the  parties  in  afking  advice  in  fuch  cafes.  I  have  been 
more  than  once  affured  by  a  very  gallant  fea  officer,  who  has  given  proof  of  his  cou* 
rage  upon  the  moft  important  occafions,  that  he  has  been  inftrumental  in  making 
up  near  a  dozen  quarrels,  which  to  all  appearance  muft  otherwife  have  proceeded  to 
ithe  extremity  of  a  duel. 

If  a  beatitude  is  annexed  to  feeding  the  hungry  and  cloathing  the  naked,  bow 
r^miable  in  the  fight  of  God  muft  that  man  be  who  favcs  the  fouls  as  well  as  bodies 
4df  his  fellow  creatures ! 

N« 
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Not  to  thiftk  of  death  as  the  entrance  into  akother  stat£,  is  to  ncgleft  the 
moft  eflential  duty  of  this  \  and  to  fear  death  is  to  renounce  our  patrimony  ;  to 
turn  a  blefling  into  a  curfc  ;  to  prefer  pain  to  pleafure  5  and  to  imbitter  the  joys 
which  the  kindnefe  of  providence  has  fo  liberally  prefented  to  us.  We  ought  to  be 
ready  to  meet  death,  and  in  fome  cafes  even  to  wifh  for  it.  We  ought  to  long  for 
a  glorious  occafion  to  finifh  the  campaign  of  life;  but  it  fhould  be  a  glorious^ 
that  is  a  just  bccafion.  What  man  in  his  right  mind  would  not  die  a  martyr  to  the 
principles  on  which  his  eternity  depended  ;  and  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  ftoned  to  death 
under  the  harlh  name  of  a  coward,  rather  than  die,  or  even  live  by  the  fword,  as 
a  fool  ?  a  fool  if  there  is  a  God;  and  a  (late  of  rewards  for  good,  and  puniflimcnts 
for  evil  aftions,  who  fhipwrecks  his  hopes,  and  renounces  all  the  profit  of  a  long, 
and  dangerous  voyage  for  nothing  ;  for  the  breath  of  idle  tatlers,  for  indigefted 
opinions,  and  the  falfc  judgment  of  thofe  who  rejeft  thefe  confiderations  in  their  plan 
of  life.  We  all  naturally  defire  to  be  beloved  in  life,  and  applauded  by  men  5  how- 
ever* uncertain  and  precarious  the  advantages  of  fuch  love  and  applaufe :  but  how 
great  focver  they  are,  they  muft  terminate*  with  that  life,  of  which  we  are  thus 
fo  ftupidly  lavilh  j  though  at  the  fame  time  we  know,  that,  if  we  obferve  a  confif- 
tent  conduft  in  this  world,  we  muft  deny  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  refufe 
our  acknowledgment  that  God  is  wife,  juft,  and  merciful  j  or  expeft  that  immor- 
tality in  a  ftate  of  happinefs,  in  comparifon  of  which  the  highefl:  human  felicity  is 
but  the  "  bafelcfs  fabric  of  a  vifion/' 


CHAP.      11. 

Further  refteSions  on  duellings  with  ibe  cafes  of  a  demand  to  drawy  the  lie  given^  or 
a  blow  received ;  with  the  conduit  of  a  reafonahle  man  of  honor  in  an  appeal  to  mhy 
tionaljuflice. 

MANY  admonitions  have  been  written  on  the  fubjeft  of  duelling,  and  (bmc 
of  them,  no  doubt,  have  made  impreffions  on  men,  however  difpofed,  by 
their  circumftances  and  profeflions,  to  be  numbered  amongft  the  lawlefs  combatants. 
We  have  lately  feen  men  profcfljng  arms  %  who  have  declined  the  challenge  ;  but 
whilft  fo  many  adopt  falfe  principles,  it  is  not  poffibleto  irradicate  this  pernicious 
cuftom. 

Various  are  the  Incidents  which  bear  a  great  affinity  with  the  more  cool  and  deli- 
berate invitation  to  the  duel.  A  cafe  once  happened  by  the  well-meant  officiouf-  " 
nefs  of  a  gentleman ;  he  endeavoured  to  foften  the  wrath  of  a  perfon,  who  direfted 
it  at  no  higher  an  objeft  than  a  porter.  This  gentleman  afterwards  run  his  inflamed 
adverfary  through  the  body,  in  confequence  of  the  ofi?encb  of  commanding  him  to 
DRAW.  How  can  we  reconcile  a  conduct  which  brought  on  fo  fatal  cataftrophe  ? 
Would  it  not  have  been  more  confident  for  this  gentleman  to  retire  ?  Is  it  a  fliamc 
to  run  away  from  a  madman  ?  The  riik  of  being  killed  by  direct  aflailination,  had 
he  retired,  was  not  perhaps  as  one  to  ten  equal  to  the  hazard  of  the  combat ;  fo  that 
it  feems  as  if  he  chofe  ihe  greater  danger  to  avoid  the  lefs :  but  how  much  more 

glorious 
*  If  fomp  pablk  reladoos  are  gjenwiie. 
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glorious  had  it  been  to  die  in  fuch  a  cafe,  whilft  he  endeavoured  to  avoid  fpilling 
the  blood  of  his  fellow  creature,  under  fuch  circumftances  of  difgrace  to  humaa 
nature,  than  to  live  the  wretched  vanquiflier  of  fo  miferable  a  being  ?  However  ro- 
mantic this  thought  may  appear,  I  confefs  I  fee  as 'great  a  duty  to  avoid  killing  a 
man,  though  at  the  hazard  of  one*s  own  life,  as  to  endeavour  to  defend  a  fellow* 
creature,  under  certain  circumftances,  at  the  fame  hazard  :  and  there  is  no  man  of 
true  bravery,  but,  upon  fome  occafions^  will  run  the  rifle  of  his  own  life  to  fave 
that  of  another  perfon.  As  to  the  cafe  of  dired  aflaillnation,  the  firfl;  principle  of 
Jife  teaches  us  what  to  do. 

In  relation  to  the  accidents  which  happen  For  want  of  fixed  principles,  I  have 
feen  feveral  cafes.  A  particular  acquaintance  of  mine  abroad,  was  taken  up  by  the 
v^atch,  when  he  was  fo  much  difordered  in  liquor,  that  he  was  not  <:apable  of  di- 
ilinguifhing ;  his  friend  paOing  by,  and  hearing  of  the  event,  gave  bail  for  him. 
As  they  walked  together,  he  demanded  fatisfa<5tion  of  his  benefaftor  for  an  offence 
-committed  by  another  perfon :  his  friend,  inftead  of  flying  from  this,  temporary 
madman,  fought  with  him,  and  they  both  loft  their  liv^s. 

I  HAVE  often  wondered  that  well-regulated  ftates  fliould  fuflfcr  theprofefllon  of  a 
fencing-mafter  ^ :  to  one  that  has  been  faved  by  the  knowledge  of  this  fcience, 
twenty  have  been  loft:.  We  often  find  bad  men  expel  in  this  art,  and  the  beft  are 
not  excufcd  on  account  of  their  ignorance  of  it.  What  have  we  to  do  with  a  fcience, 
of  which  the  laws  forbid  the  ufef  Men  are  not  taught  to  counterfeit  a  hand-writing, 
nor  to  coin  falfe  money.  National  quarrels  are  not  determined  by  the  fword  of  the 
-duellift  ;  nor  can  the  beft  fencer  parry  a  muflcct  ball,  or  a  bayonet.  But  a  know- 
ledge of  the  ufe  of  the  fufee,  or  fpontoon,  may  be  of  great  advantage  in  the  field  of 
battle.  A  warlike  nation  fliould  learn  how  to  kill  their  enemies  when  there  is  a 
fiCceflSty  for  it,  and  not  their  countrymen  when  there  is  none.  As  to  fencing,  it  has 
been  frequently  a  temptation  to  defperate  actions;  and  men  often  engage  with  an 
entire  knowledge  of  their  great  fuperiority,  as  well  as  a  prefumption  of  it.  Of  the 
Jaft  fort  I  knew  a  very  particular  inftance. 

A  VERY  near  relation  of  mine  was  once  attacked  in  the  open  ftreets  in  full  day  by 
^ne  of  thefe  fighting  gentlemen,  who,  it  feems,  took  him  for  another  perfon.  He 
retired,  ,and  told  him,  "  Sir,  for  heaven's  fake  forbear ;  I  never  faw  you  before, 
«'  nor  know  I  who  you  are.'*  This  however  did  not  reftrain  the  aggreflbr.  His 
eyes  were  as  blind  as  his  heart :  he  puflied  forward,  and,  as  the  price  of  his  rafli- 
nefs,  he  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  only  lived  to  beg  pardon  for  his  miftalce. 

Another  remarkable  event  happened  alfo  to  the  fame  perfon :  he  was  challenged 
hy  a  man  whom  he  had  sever  feen,  nor  heard  of.  As  a  man  of  the  fword  however 
hcconfented,  and  had  the  fortune  to  make  his  antagonift  beg  his  life:  this  perfon 
then  confefled,  that  .he  had  no  motive  to  fighting  but  his  diftrefled  condition,  and 
entreated  his  antagonift  to  aflift  him.  The  wounds  he  had  received,  now  made  him 
the  greater  objed  of  x:ompa(Bon  ;  and  this,  extravagant  cnterprize  ended  in  the  ag- 

greflfor's 

^  Except  that  the  challenged  may  choofeliis  weapoiw ;  T  once  heard  of  a  man  who  chofc  a  pitchfork, 
which,  thQogh  improper  for  a  gentleman,  had  good  effcd,  for  ic  prevcmed  the  duel. 
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grcflbr's  being  relieved  by  the  charity  of  the  man  whom  he  had  provoked  to  this 
dcfpcrate  trial  of  ikilJ. 

Instances  of  this  fort  are  very  numerous,  ariling,  for  the  moft  part,  from  the 
fame  caufe,^  viz^  a  grofs  ignorance  of  what  a  man  ought  to  dp  under  certain  cir- 
cumftances.  For  what  can  honor  mean,  if  it  is  not  a  rule  of  conduct  ?  How- 
ever complicated  cafes  of  this  nature  are,  the  ordinary  incentives  to  fuch  cataftro- 
phes  are  a  demand  to  draw,  that  is,  to  fight;  the  lie  given  ;  or  a  blow.  As  to 
the  firft,  the  party  offending  by  this  demand  is  generally  in  anger,  and  as  incapa- 
ble of  reafon  as  the  drunken  man.  If  by  this  demand  he  meaos  to  kill  you  on  the 
fpct,  if  you  do  not  kill  him  ;  what  is  it  lefs  than  aflaffination  ?  and  if  no  relief  can 
be  obtained,  all  means  either  of  art  or  force  are  warrantable  Tor  the  prefervation  of 
life.  But  if  it  is  only  a  (imple  propofition  to  fight  with  him,  as  is  generally  under- 
ftood,  ought  it  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  propofal,  to  leap  with  him  from  the  top 
of  a  houfe,  and  he  to  be  regarded  as  a  madman :  hpwever,  as  he  bears  the  figure  of 
a  man,  his  perfon  ought  to  be  facred,  and  all  pofllble  means  ufed  to  proted  him 
from  himfclf. 

As  to  giving  the  lie,  the  antient  romans,  whole  valour  we  never  call  in  queftion, 
confidered  it  only  as  atrontradiAion.  Cuftom,  pride,  or  a  higher  fenfe  of  moral 
virti>e  in  fome,  and  an  affcAation  of  it  in  others,  have  rendered  this  word  very  har(h 
and  violent  to  us :  but  human  laws  feldom  take  any  cognizance  of  it,  unlefs  with 
refpeft  to  men  of  high  rank,  or  eminent  authority.  If  the  party  has  really  uttered 
an  injurious  falfity,  the  punifhment  will,  in  a  great  meafure,  attend  it;  and  if  he 
has  NOT,  the  lie  is  retorted,  and  the  dilhonor  properly  fixed ;  but  in  matters  of  faft, 
or  aflcrtion,  witnefles  only  can  determine,  and  refentments  of  this  fort  cughr,  in  all 
reafon,  to  be- referred  to  a  court  of  honor  ;  that  is,  to  the  friends  of  the  parties,  who 
may  eafily  accommodate  fuch  a  quarrel,  when  men  really  mean  to  aA  like  min. 

But  the  fevered:  trial  of  a  man  is  by  a  blow.  This  is  the  treatment  of  a  Have,  or 
a  malefaftor,  and  he  who  is  above  the  rank  of  the  loweft  of  mankind,  or  ha:,  any 
confcioufnefs  of  his  own  dignrty,  ought,  in  jufticc  to  himfelf,  and  to  the  community, 
to  require  fatisfaftion ;  becaufc  this  is  an  offence  againfl:  the  fociety,  of  which  the 
laws  take  cognizance.  Out  of  refpeft  then  to  the  fociety,  and  in  obedience  to  the 
laws,  he  ought  to  appeal  to  them.  Suppofe  then  a  man  is  (Iruck  without  a  jufl: 
provocation,  let  him  appeal  to  the  magiftrate,  to  whom  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  en- 
tered into  a  folemn  engagement  to  refer  his  caufe,  in  confequence  of  the  common 
protedion  he  derives  from  the  laws. 

But  as  fuch  appeals  are  not  often  made  by  men,  who  profefs  to  have  a  very  high 
fenfe  of  honor,  it  ought  to  be  extremely  clear  that  they  mean  to  fupport  the  fefpeft 
due  to  the  laws,  abftrafted  from  all  private  confiderations  •,  and  therefore  if  the  fatif* 
faftion,  which  may  be  judged  due  for  the  injury  done,  is  pecuniary;  they  muft 
transfer  it  in  truft  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor ;  not  as  a  gift,  but  as  a  forfeiture  to  the 
poor  by  the  offender.  A  man  who  would  not  do  a  bafe  aflion  for  gain,  ought  ^ot 
to  benefit  by  fuch  a  forfeiture,  not  even  in  the  fuppofed  merit  of  a  charity.  A  vil- 
lain may  artfully  provoke  an  honefl  man  to  an  offence  againft  the  laws,  with  a  view 
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to  private  benefit :  but  as  no  man  of  honor  will  fuffer  difgrace  for  the  fake  of  gain  sl, 
he  ought  alfo  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  fuch  advantage ;  in  any  cafe  it  is  his  duty- 
to  reft  in  a  determined  refolution  to  be  really  a  man  of  honor,  and  not  a  (lave  to 
opmion,  againft  the  light  of  his  own  mind  ^  againll  the  laws  of  his  country  i  and 
againft  the.  awful  majefty  of  heaven. 

The  higheft  indignity,  iathe  ordinaiy  eftimation  of  crimes  of  this  fort,  is  for  a» 
man,  who  profeflcs  arms,  to  receive  a  blow.     In  a  free  country  the  miiitai^  law  be- 
ing fubfervient  to  civil  ioftitutions,  we  muft  conclude  that  a  court-martial  would: 
proceed  upon  much  the  fame  principles  as  any  other  court  of  judicature.. 

Let  us  fuppole  then  even  a  gentleman  of  the  army  confronting  the  tranfgreflbr  iir 
the  prefence  of  the  jiidge,  and  that  he  means  to  z6t  like  a  christian,  and  a  good 
member  of  the  community,  as  well  as  a  foldier :.  I  prefume  his  pleading  would 
ftand  thus : 

•*  As  I  believe  the  religioii  orcHRisr,  I  now  appear  before  your  tordfliips  for  my^ 
*'  hope  in  that  religion ;  I  appear  to  vindicate  the  decrees  of  heaven,  and  to  refcue 
**  them  from  contempt.  I  plead,  my  lord,  in  defence  of  the  higheft  privilege  of 
^^  mankind,  deliring  to  prove,  by  my  own  fubmiifion,  that  the  wife  author  of  na^ 
^^  ture  has  not  ordained  any.  partial  law,  which  is  obligatory  only  to  people  under 
"  particular  circumftances.. 

*^  Tk^ow  that  cuftom  has  not  only  made  it  honorable  to- decide  fuch  complaints 
<*  as  mine  by  the  fword  of  private  vindictive  juftice,  but  alfo  difhonorabb  to  appeal 
*^  to  any  other.  That  cuftom,  unfupported  by  reafon,  is  the  law  of  fools,  is  ac-* 
*^  knowledged  by  all  men  of  common  fenfe  y  yet  as  it  has  been  the  cuftom  for  the 
**  higheft  ranks  of  mankind,  to  negled  the  national  juftice,  and  revenge  themfelve^ 
^^  with  their  own  arm  ;  in  the  eyes  of  many  I  muft  appear,  if  not  as  a  coward,  at 
•*  Icaft  as  inferior  to  them  in  courage,  and  a  due  fenfe  of  honor.  WhUft  the  world 
«*  is  euflaved  to  opinion,  men  will  appear  with  dignity,^  or  difgrace,  astheyfoUovK 
«<  or  abandon  the  ftandard  of  this  tyi'ant. 
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*^  But  I  apprehend,  my  lord,  that  the  important  affair  now  under  confideration^ , 
is  not  how  I  am  to  pay  a  blind  homage  to  cuftom,   or  opinion  ;  but  how  to  ex* 
*^  prefs  the  fubmiflfionof  a  reafbnable  being  to  reafonable  laws,  with  a  due  regard  to- 
•*  both  worlds.     Human  inftitutions  arc  ever  prefumed  to  be  dircfted  by  the  higher 
"  motives  of  divine  Jaws  ^  to  evade  the  one,  is,  to  defpiie  the  other.     As  I  knoW' 
^*  that  my  freedom,  my  religion,  and  all  that  is  dear  to  me,   are  fecured  by  the 
^*  laws,  and  that  the  proteflion  derived  from  them,  implies  a  fblcmn  obligation  on 
**  my  part  ^  can  I,  with  the  name  of  honor,  .pretend  to  annul  that  obligation  ?  Irv 
•*  this  light  things  appear  to  me  >  but  I  have  learnt  alfo,  by  long  experience,  the 
•*  fallacy  of  human  wifdom ;  how  incapable  we  often  are  to  judge  for  ourfelves  ; 
••  and  how  differently  the  fame  adion  appears  to  the  fame  perfon  at  different  times : 
'*  upon  this  account  alfo  I  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  this  honorable  court.     I  refer 
^  my  caufe  to  the  laws  of  god  and  my  country,  in  hopes  that  the  day  will  come, 
^*  when  foldiers  will  have  the  courage  to  ad  like.mcn,  and  like  christians;  and 
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^<  to  DARE  to  do  any  thing  which  oqght  to  be  done;  till  that  day  comes,  he  who 
<*  has  the  courage  to  a£l  up  to  the  dictates  of  his  confcience,  and  the  clear  precepts 
«*  -of  his  religion,  nwft  deplore  an  «vil  which  he  cannot  redify,  and  (land  up  againft 
.^  the  imputation  even  of  cowardice^  xathor  than  renounce  that  confcience  and  re- 
**  ligion. 

•*  Thbue  is  another  reaftm,  my  lord,  why,  contrary  to  all  cuftom  with  men  of 
^*  iny  profeffion,  I  appear  before  this  honorable  affembly.  The  common  diftates 
*<  of  humanity  call  on  me  to  demand  juftice  in  this  manner  ^  not  the  didates  of  a 
**'  mean  felf-lore  \  nor  a  daftardJy  fear  of  death ;  but  the  caufe  of  honor  and  of  li- 
*'  berty,  the  caufe  of  my  fellow  citizens  and  countrymen  :  as  it  is  my  duty  to  fight 
-•*  for  them  whbn  I  am  called,  I  now  mean,  to  prefcrve  their  lives,  and,  by  en- 
^*  deavouring  to  Hop  the  current  of  a  flagitious  praftke,  to  fcreen  them  from  infamy 
*^  or  difgrace  in  the  like  circumftances. 

**  If  we  enjoy  life,  and  the  name  of  honor,  only  by  the  romantic  clemency  of  Tiim 
•  who  dares  to  draw  his  fword  in  defiance  of  the  laws,  what  is  this,  in  effeft,  but 
^*  flavery  ?  He  that  challenges  to  an  illegal  combat,  and  has  it  in  his  power  to  blafl: 
^*  my  reputation,  if  I  refufe  -,  is  he  not  a  more  dangerous  member  ot  the  cbmmu- 
"  nity,  tlian  he  who  challenges  me  to  deliver  my  purft,  and  will  neither  touch  my 
<*  life  nor  honor,  if  I  confent :  and  if  it  is  inglorious  to  follicit  for  juftice  againft 
•*  thofe  who  violate  the  rules  of  civil  fociety  5  the  confequence  muft  be,  that  it  is 
^^  glorious  to  perfecute  and  deftroy  the  virtuous,  who  are  the  fupport  of  that  fo- 
**  ciety, 

^^  In  all  the  dreadful  icenes  of  blood,  which  my  duty,  as  a  foldier,  has  often  en- 
**  gaged  me ;  I  ever  confidered  it  as  my  pride  and  honor  to  be  obedient  to  the  com- 
♦*  mand  of  my  fuperiors,  though  it  were  to  rufh  on  t:ertain  death  :  that  is  the  law 
**  of  a  foldicr  in  the  field  of  battle :  the  fame  rule  of  conduft  now  brings  me  before 
^'  this  honorable  court.  As  in  thofe  fcenes  of  (laughter,  I  never  thought  it  jufti- 
«'  fiable  to  kill  an  enemy  out  of  meer  revenge,  or  to  take  a  life,  which,  confidently 
^  with  my  duty,  I  could  fpare ;  what  change  of  principles  fliould  now  induce  me 
**  to  run  the  hazard  of  robbing  my  fellow- fubjeft  of  his  life,  from  the  impulfe  of  a 
^Mawlefs  revenge?  A  revenge  which,  if  followed,  mankind  would  be  reduced  to  a 
.«<  (late  of  war,  the  links  of  humanity  would  be  broken,  and  the  foundation  of  aU 
•*  fociety  rooted  up, 

"  And  now,  my  lord,  in  what  degree  the  offender  is  punifliable,  refts  on  the 
•'judgment  of  this  honorable  aflembly :  1  do  not  mean  to  bias  the  court,  or  load 
^^  the  aggre(ror  with  guilt,  arifing  from  motives  perhaps  foreign  to  his  thoughts': 
**  on  the  contrary,  I  hope  he  will  experience  fuch  a  mitigation  of  his  puni(hment, 
**  as  will  demonftrate  to  himlelf,  and  to  all  the  world,  either  that  honor,  equity, 
**  and  all  the  facred  regards  by  which  fociety  is  fupported,  are,  in  the  courfe  of 
**  national  juftice  entirely  neglefted ;  or,  that  -it  is  abfurd,  unjuft>  and  irihimian, 
♦'  to  revenge  a  blow,  the  wild  eflfeft  of  anger,  by  no  lefs  a  chaftifemcnt  than  the 
**  death  of  the  offender." 
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CHAP.      III. 

J  Jifort  dcccMMt  rf  zEtLj  tb$aJ^4uent  iwntry^  and  tbepaffitge  pftbetthE.    Ohfer^ 
vatUns  ou  ibi  boffUality  0/ the  B^iri%n  faaary  in  Hamburg,  ^itb  fom  reflexions 
$n  tbe  facrament.     Of  the  boif  corporate  of  tba$  faXory.    Of  tbe  boufes^  inbabitanlSj 
government^  ndUtary  force^  fortification^  territories^  and  trade  of  Hamburg.    A 
Jbort  account  of  AhTOv A. 

TH  £  igch  of  SEPTEMBER  I  Icfc  HANQVBR,  and  procccded  to  xnzem,  a  fmall 
mean  village ;  the  road  to  this  place  exhibits  little  more  than  heath,  with 
very  few  houfes  and  inhablunts,  for  two  German  miles  and  a  half.  From  thenct 
to  ZELL  is  two  GERMAN  miles  and  a  half  1  the  chief  production  of  the  country  near 
the  road^  is  turf,  which  ferves  as  fuel  for  the  adjacent  inhabitants.  About  three 
feet  from  the  furface  of  the  earth,  I  obferved  in  feveral  places  the  remains  of  antient 
buildings,  which  the  common  people  are  idle  enough  to  think  have  remained  there 
ever  (ince  the  deluge. 

ZsLt  is  a  very  confiderable  place,  and  guarded  by  a  fortification :  it  has  been 
formerly  the  refidence  of  the  dukes  of  that  name,  but  by  marriage  it  is  now  devolved 
to  the  houfe  of  hanover.  The  palace  is  fortified  by  a  wall  and  a  mote,  and,  being 
on  an  eminence,  commands  an  extenfive  profpeft.  Here  are  four  luthxram 
churches,  one  frbnch,  and  one  dutch  reformed  churchy  and  one  for  the  romait 
catholics.  The  buildings  for  the  moft  part  are  very  mean,  being  chiefly  of  wood. 
The  town  has  a  fmall  trade  with  Bremen,  by  means  of  the  river  aller  ;  and  now 
afforded  quarters  to  a  regiment  of  feven  hundred  men.  It  has  been  alfo  long  di- 
flinguiflied  for  a  ftud  of  exceeding  fine  borfes,  of  which  I  faw  many :  here  are 
fometimes  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  ;  the  pedigree  of  each  horfe  iSb 
marked  on  the  poll  of  the  ftall.  Befides  many  beautiful  borfes  for  the  faddle,  there 
is  a  very  fine  fet  of  cream-coloured  horfes  for  a  coach  of  ftate. 

From  zEtL  I  travelled  to  wissbndorff,  which  is  four  exceOive  long  gbrmakt 
miles ;  *the  greateft  part  of  the  way  appears  like  a  defart,  haying  only  three  or  four 
mean  villages,  and  very  little  com  land,  but  fome  flocks  of  fheep.  This  eledorate 
fuppliesthe  greateft  part  of  Germany  with  mutton,  as  brandenburo  and  wbst- 
PHALiA  produce  hogs,  and  Hungary  beef;  but  the  trade  in  corn  is  very  fmall, 
as  each  of  thofe  countries  produces  fuflicient  for  its  own  confumption. 

On  the  15th  I  went  to  Zi£HRENDORF,  four  German  miles,  the  country  ftili 
abounding  in  heaths  and  woods.  The  villagers  in  fome  places  complained  of  the 
unwholefome  air.  Whether  this  arifes  from  the  earth  not  being  cultivated,  the 
number  of  inhabitants  beins  fmall,  or  from  the  badnefs  of  the  foil,  I  cannot  deter* 
mine.  On  the  16th  I  travelled  on  to  Hamburg,  four  germ  an  miles :  the  country 
towards  the  bank  of  the  elbe  has  a  more  agreeable  afpeft.  Travellers  fometimes^ 
go  by  SPICKBRWICK,  where  the  eibe  being  much  narrower,  the  paflageis  fliort  and 
the  charge  eafy  ;  from  thence  on  the  north  eaft  banks  of  the  elbe  there  are  many 
delightful  gardensin  the  territories. of  Hamburg.^  whereas  at  hambujig  it  is  five  or 
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fix  BNGLisH  miles  croTs  the  elbe  to  Hamburg.  The  banks  of  this  river  below  the 
city,  are  in  ibme  places  very  lofty,  and  exhibit  a  delightful  view  of  the  ieveral 
fmall  iflands  in  the  middle  of  it.  it  is  very  unlucky  for  travellers  who  are  well  in- 
clined to  entertain  a  good  opinion  of  the  ele£lorate  of  h  anover,  that  the  road  from 
the  metropolis  crofsthe  country  to  the  el  be  in  the  rout  to  HAMBURc^has  fo  barren 
anddefolate  an  appearance.  The  diilri(fts  of  zell  and  lunenburg  are  by  no 
means  fcenes  of  pleafurc  or  profit;  but  at  feme  diftance  from  the  road  in  proper 
HANOVER,  I  am  afFured  are  lands  fertile  and  well  peopled,  which  indeed  ought  to* 
be  inferred  from  the  amount  of  the  revenues  of  this  elcftorate,  as  already  mco- 
tioned ;  though  ,thefe  arife  chiefly  from  the  mines. 

The  17th.  Being  now  arrived  in  a  great  trading  city,  amongft  a  confiderable* 
BRITISH  faftory,  with  fomc  of  the  members  of  which  I  had  particular  conncflionsi 
from  commercial  intereft,  I  confidered  myfelf  as  at  home  •,  and  indeed  the  polite- 
nefs)  hofpitality,  and  agreeable  converfation  of  the  fadtory  in  general  made  it  fucb 
to  me. 

It  is  a  common  vice  of  mankind  to  fuffer  the  moft  trivial  incidents  of  life  to  di- 
vert them  from  religious  duties,  and  to  furnifh  themfelvcs  with  an  excufe  for  that 
ncgleft.  The  day  after  my  arrival  being  the  fabbath,  if  the  motive  of  devotion  had 
failed,  curiofity  would,  I  think,  have  carried  me  to  divine  fcrvice.  Of  all  curfes 
idlenefs  is  one  of  the  worfl,  and  of  all  kinds  of  idlenefs,  that  of  neglefting  the  fab- 
bath feems  to  be  the  moft  unworthy.  *•  Remember  that  thou  keep  holy  the  fab- 
♦•  bath  day,**  is  as  clear  an  injunftion  as  •*  Thou  (halt  not  murder  •,*'  as  clear  and 
forcible  as  if  the  Almighty  was  to  look  down  from  the  battlements  of  heaven,  and> 
declare  in  thunder,  ^  1  his  is  my  will.**  But  if  the  foundations  of  the  earth  were* 
ihaken,  would  men  awake  to  their  duty  ? 

The  chaplain  Mr.  murrat,  gave  us  an  excellent  difcourfe  on  this  text,  "  Take 
•*  this  in  remembrance  of  me;**  he  remarked  **  That  men,  who  are  really  (Tncere^. 
**  and  endeavour  to  think  and  a&  well,  are  not  difqualified  for  receiving  the  facra- 
♦•  ment  from  what  they  imagine  or  fear,  however  feemingly  contrary  to  the  Ipiritof 
••  religiout**'    A  weak  judgment  and  a  roving  fancy  are  moft  certainly  apt  to  difturb* 
the  beft  men  •,  but  the  real  good  or  evil  in  confcqucnce  of  the  facrament,  muft  be* 
determined  by  the  efFcft  it  has  on  our  lives ;  by  engaging  us  to  forfake  our  fins,  as 
we  thereby  covenant  and  agree  to  dok    This  law  is  of  eternal  obligation,  whether  wc 
commemorate  his  death  or  not ;  but  if  we  will  not  commemorate,  we  Break  one 
fflential  part  of  that  law,  by  negkfting  his  abfolute  command^  •*  Take  this  in  re- 
^  membrancc  of  me  ;**  an  argument  which  is  intelligible  to  a  child,  and  a&  conclu- 
five  as  volumes  of  theology.     If  the  taking  that  facrament  is  enjoined  as  the  means^ 
of  remembering  him  -,  as  a  token  of  remembrance,  and  as  an  aft  of  gratitude  to> 
him  as  a  friend  and  benefaftor  ;  to  negleft  this  command  feems  to  imply,  that  we 
do  not  chufc  to  remember  him,  nor  to  take  any  pains  to  exprefs  our  gratitude  to» 
him.     Were  we  to  judge  from  the  conduft  of  fome  christians,  one  would  be* 
tempted  to  think  fuch  an  injunflion  was  really  never  made,  or  that  they  really 
were  not  christians.     It  is  very  familiar  to  common  obfervation,  that  men  who 
demonftrate  a  fcrupuious  forbearance  of  ofien(:e&.  which  are  clearly  forbidden^  da> 
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not  regard  this  duty,  though  it  is  as  clearly  commanded ;  as  if  one  implied  guilt* 
"but  not  the  other.  If  they  were  juft  to  themfelvcs,  they  would  not  only  refledk  on 
the  abfurdicy  of  this  condud,  but  alfo  that  they  negledl  one  of  the  moft  eflential 
means  of  procuring  the  pardon  of  their  fins. 

This  is  a  long  introduftion  to  a  fliort  ftory.  The  congregation  of  the  British 
factory  at  Hamburg,  though  neither  methodifts  nor  fanatics 4  being  about  fifty 
perfons  of  both  fexes,  all,  except  one,  received  the  facrament  on  this  occaGon.  A 
fight  which  I  never  faw  before,  nor  ever  exped  to  fee  again,  unlefs  1  ihould  happen 

to  go  to  HAMBURO. 

The  chapel  belonging  to  the  faftory  is  very  neatly  finiflied  with  oak,  and  of  a 
proper  and  convenient  fize.  Mr.  murrav  is  defervedly  beloved  for  his  learning 
and  agreeable  converfation,  for  his  perfuafive  difcourfes,  and  the  natural  and  juft 
manner  in  which  he  delivers  them. 

Th£  BRITISH  fadory  which  removed  from  flakders  to  Hamburg,  arepoflefled 
of  privileges  fince  about  1610,  confirmed  by  a  convention  with  the  regency,  as 
diftinguiftied  as  any  body  of  foreigners  enjoy  in  any  part  of  the  commercial  world 
The  hamburgers  found  it  their  intereft  to  indulge  them,  infomuch  that,  till  the 
revolution,  they  had  an  exclufive  privilege  of  importing  cloth  ;  but  this  liberty  is 
■now  free  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city.  This  fa£lory  is  incorporated  into  a 
company,  confiding  of  thh'teen  members,  a  governor*,  and  a  deputy- governor \ 
All  difputes  among  themfelves  are  referred  to  the  final  decifion  of  a  majority  of 
voices.  They  alfo  judge  with  regard  to  their  demands  on  the  burghers;  but  in 
this  cafe  a  deputation  of  two  fenators  is  required  to  aft  in  concert  with  them.  Their 
judgments  are  fo  juft  and  fummary,  that  the  burghers  generally  make  application  to 
them  when  they  have  demands  upon  any  of  the  British  factors,  preferring  their 
^ecifions  to  any  other  court  in  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  city.  1  he  trade  of  this  com- 
pany is  not  foconfiderable  as  it  was  at  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century. 

Besides  the  pleafure  which  they  enjoy  in  domeftic  diverfions  and  mutual  a(fls  of 
liofpitality,  the  king  of  Denmark  has  granted  them  a  privilege  of  hunting  in  his 
jurifdiftion,  to  the  extent  of  about  ten  English  miles,  and  lome  of  the  faAors 
citen  take  this  amufement. 

Hamburg  is  well  known  to  be  a  hanfe  town  of  the  moft  Importance  of  any  In 
suROPE.  It  is  faid  to  have  derived  its  name  from  the  adjacent  toreft  of  ham,  fo 
^arly  as  the  begining  of  the  eighth  century  ;  its  reputation  for  laws,  and  fituation 
for  trade,  has  long  fince  furnilhed  it  with  opulent  inhabitants.  It  flands  in  the 
dukedom  of  holstein,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  elbe,  where  this  river  forms  many 
iflands  -,  fome  part  of  the  town  is  fo  low,  that  north  weft  winds  and  high  tides  ex* 
tremely  incommode  the  inhabitants^  by  the  overflowing  of  the  water.  The  houfes 
are  built  very  ftrong  and  lofty,  and  many  of  them  are  extremely  neat.  Moft  of  the 
ftreets  are  fo  narrow  as  hardly  to  fufifer  wheel-carriages  to  pafs  each  other,  but  their 
coachmen  are  remarkably  dexterous.    Vehicles  of  this  fort,  which  were  hardly 

known 

_         *  Mr.  joBn  ccTEs.  ^  Mr.  john  rapaiiTOiry  who  rtfidct  ob  the  fpot. 
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known  amoagft  them  fcventy  years  ago,  are  now  very  common.  There  are  alfo 
many  ftreets  which  ar^  fpacious,  but  chefe  lying  higher,  and  more  detached  from 
the  water,  are  not  fo  mucb  frequented  by  merchants  of  any  confideration^ 

Herb  are  generally  minifters  from  moft  Of  the  princes  in  Europe,  but  I  believe 
more  for  the  affairs  and  ^orreipondency  relating  to  gsrmant  and  the  north,  than' 
for  what  regards  the  city.  1  had  the  pleafure  of  being  very  politely  received,  par- 
ticularly by  Mr.  cope,  the  enclkh  refident,  who  is  much  beloved. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  city,  appears  to  be  largertban  it  reaHy  11 ;  as: 
much  the  greateft  part  of  them  are  abroad  and  in  motion.  Mechanics  are  not  nu- 
merous here  ;  and  of  manufactures,  fugar-baking  and  callicoe-printing  are  the  greatr 
articles  •,  gold  and  filver  lace,  filks  and  ftockings  are  alfo  made,  but  in  no  con- 
fiderable  quantities.  The  families  which  pay  fcot  and  lot  are  about  fourteen  thou- 
fand  ;  and  the  fbldicry,  including  their  wives  and  children,  are  reckoned  ten  thou- 
fand.  There  is  about  the  fame  number  of  foreigners ;  fo  that,  reckoning  feverr 
perfons  to  a  femily,  the  whole  makes  one  hundred  eighteen  thoufand.  The  fuburbs: 
and  villages  adjacent,  may  increafe  it  to  half  as  many  more. 

The  better  fort  of  people  here  are  extremely  affable,  moft  of  them  having  tra- 
velled ;  but  the  women  arc  bred  up  with  great  relcrve.  They  generally  go  veiled^ 
with  black  filk  ;  but  not  fo  as  to  hide  their  faces,  when  they  have  any  reafon  to  en- 
tertain a  favourable  opinion  of  their  own  beauty.  Though  here  are  many  inftances- 
of  gay  Hfe,  efpecially  at  particular  feafons,  yet  there  is  no  appearance  of  ftate  or 
grandeur  amongft  them  ;  their  chief  purfuit  is  trade,  Thofe  who  have  left  off  bu- 
finefs  are  efteemed  in  the  fame  rank  with  merchants.  As  there  are  no  marks  of 
regal  authority  to  create  a  due  fubordination,  the  eafy  circumllances  of  the  greateflr 
part  of  the  inhabitants,  have  introduced  a  fpecies  of  infolence  and  impofition  on 
ftrangers,  peculiar  to  a  republican  ftate :  the  common  people  tread  clofe  upon  the 
heels  of  thoft  of  higher  rank.  I  obferved  alfo  they  have  introduced  the  cuftom  oF 
giving  money  to  fervants  ;  and;  as  in  fome  other  countries^  coavert  the  domeftic: 
obligations  of  fociety  into  ads^  of  venality. 

The  government  of  this  city  is  compoftd  of  four  burgomafters ;.  the  emoluments^ 
annexed  to  their  offices  generally  yield  a  thoufand  pounds  of  our  money  a  year  each^. 
particularly  the  two  elder  of  them,  who  have  the  difpofal  of  fevcral  places:     The 
next  in  rank  are  fenators,  of  whom  there  are  twenty- four  •,  their  drefs  reffembles  the 
antient  habit  of  the  Spaniards  :  fourteen  of  thefe  muft  be  chofen  from  among  the 
merchants,  and  ten  bred  to  the  ftudy  of  the  law.     The  fenators  are  fometimes  very 
illiterate  perfons,  but  when  chofen  they  are  obliged  to  forfake  their  (hops,  and  keep  ^ 
a  coach.     Their  falary  is  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  but  they  are  chtofen  for 
Hfe,  and  their  perquifites  are  confidcrable.     Suits  at  law  are  determined  by  the  fe- 
nate  5  crimrnal  affairs  by  the  fenate  and  burghers.     There  are  alfo  four  fihdics,  or 
lawyers,  who  aft  as  fecretaries  of  the  fhite,  and  on  whom  the  greateft  weight  of 
the  executive  part  of  the  government  lies  \  next  to  thefe  are  four  real  fecretaries. 
The  city  is  divided  into  five  parifhes,  in  which  are  five  capital  churches  i  the  moft 
modern,  dedicated  to  St.  migha'bl,  was  reduced  to  afhes  by  lightening  in  1749* 
Inhere  i$.  alfo  the  DOMSf  which  is  a.cathedral  church  gpverned  by  a  dean  and  fecu- 
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Igtr  canons,  remarkable  for  its  antiquity,  being  built  in  the  time  of  charlemagnb  % 
it  is  now  partly  under  thq  protedlion  of  his  majcfty  king  oborg£,  in  the  quality  of 
duke  of  BREMEN  and  verdev.  Each  of  thefe  pariflies  has  three  officers,  in  the 
nature  of  the  tribunes  of  the  people  among  the  ancient  romans,  and  nothing  of 
moment  is  refolved  on  by  the  fenate  without  their  concurrence.  When  taxes  are 
laid  on  the  people,  fifty  burghers  of  each  parifh  muft  be  prefent  to  conftitute  a 

f  roper  aOiembly  for  this  purpofe,  and  the  fame  tax  is  never  prolonged  above  a  year. 
Jpon  thefe  occafions  the  gates  of  the  city  are  fhut,  and  no  body  permitted  to  go  in 
4)r  out,  till  the  aflembly  is  broke  up.  Though  upon  the  principle  of  that  liberty 
which  I  have  mentioned,  the  inhabitants  are  fometimes  with  difikulty  kept  within 
•bounds )  yet,  in  the  ordinary  courle  of  things,  good  order  and  oeconomy  are  pre- 
ibrved. 

The  religion  eilablifhed  here  is  the  luthsran  ;  nor  is  there  a  toleration  as  in 
iVMsTERDAM,  or  LONDON.  The  ROMAN  cathoUcs  are  objeAs  of  great  jealoufy ;  but 
the  JEWS  are  indulged,  and  fupport  themielvea  by  commerce  and  brokerage :  in- 
deed the  greateft  part  of  the  polish  jews  appear  to  be  in  a  wretched  condition ; 
but  the  PORTUGUESE  are  not  in  fuch  defpicable  circumftances. 

The  eftabliihment  of  regular  forces  in  this  city  is  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
men;  but  the  magiftracy  feldom  fupport  fo  many :  they  are  however  very  cautious 
in  (hutting  their  gates  early,  and  will,  upon  no  occafion,  open  a  wicket,  though 
the  town  might  raife  a  confiderable  tax  by  means  of  it.  This  part  of  oeconomy 
puts  a  great  refiraint  on  the  citizens,  and  habituates  them  the  more  to  moderatioa 
in  purluit  of  pleafures  and  amufement. 

The  fortifications  of  this  town,  on  the  land-fide,  areconfidered  as  very  (Irongi 
but  the  greateft  fecurity  of  it  is  the  jealoufy  of  the  feveral  princes,  who  have^i  from 
time  to  time,  formed  pretentions,  and  caft  an  ambirious  eye  towards  it.  The  walk 
round  the  ramparts  h  about  four  English  miles,  and  in  mo(t  parts  very  pieafant. 
On  the  caft  fide  is  a  large  piece  of  water  formed  by  afmall  river  called  the  alster, 
within  the  walls,  on  which  the  town's  people  amufe  themfeives  in  the  fummer,  by 
rowing  about  it,  attended  by  bands  of  muficians. 

The  citizens  have  alfo  feveral  gardens  on  the  banks  of  the  else  and  ai.ster, 
fome  of  which  are  agreeable:  but  they  are  moftly  in  the  dutch  tafte,  very  fmall, 
wd  kept  in  fuch  exquifice  order,  as  rather  to  exhibit  a  poppet  (hew,  than  a  rural 
fcene;  much  lefs  is  there  any  grandeur  in  them. 

The  territories  of  this  city  are  but  fmall :  on  the  north-weft  fide  there  is  a  confi- 
derable fort  on  an  eminence,  which  fcrves  as  an  out-work  to  the  town,  and  as  a 
boundary  of  its  dominion  *,  altona,  on  the  weft»  is  within  half  a  mile.  To  the 
north  they  have  only  about  one  mile;  but  to  the  eaft,  along  the  banks  of  the  elbe, 
about  fixteeo^  which,  in  the  broadeft  place,  is  not  above  four  miles  ^ 

Several  of  the  citizens,  who  have  acquired  great  fortunes  by  commerce,  have 
purchaled  large  eflates  in  the  neighbouring  territories,  under  the  jurifdidion  of  the 

feveral 
^  lathis  pafT^  I  mean  MHOtnM  miles. 
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fcveral  princes  •,  but  this  is  apt  to  create  jealoufies  among  thofe  whofe  property  is  in^ 
trade  only,  or  within  the  territory  of  Hamburg.     Monfieur  pierre  hiss,  a  french 
merchant,  to  whom  I  am  obliged  for  the  polite  reception  he  gave  me,  is  faid  to  be 
worth  above  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  acquired  from  a  very  fmall  beginning  ; , 
and  there  are  others,  whofe  opulence  is  not  inferior. 

This  place  muft  be  confidered  with  refpeft  to  Germany,  what  Amsterdam  is  ta- 
EUROPE,  a  magazine  of  the  different  produce,   and  merchandize   of  the  trading; 
world.     Many  of  the  houfes  arc  built  on  the  very  edge  of  the  canals,  fo  that  (hips» 
may  unload  into  their  warc-houfes.     The  number  of  veflels,  of  any  confiderable 
i>urthen,  belonging  to  the  town,  is  computed  at  four  hundred,  of  which  thirty  of ' 
the  principal  arc  employed  in  the  trade  to  and  from  london.     They  have  many  iti'^ 
the  FRENCH  trade,  particularly  above  forty,  which  bring  wine,  and  other  commo* 
dities,  from  bourdeauxj  a  great  number  in  the  Greenland  trade,  befides  many^f 
which  navigate  the  Baltic^  and  fomc  alfo  to  Portugal,  spain,  the  mediter* 
RANEAN,  &:c. 

They  keep  their  accounts  in  marks  and  fchillings,  fixteen  fchillings  to  a  mark:. 
The  agio  varies,  but  the  bank-money  is  generally  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  per  cent,., 
better  than  current. 

Formerly  the  Danish  money  was  their  chief  currency,  but  now  they  have  a  com^ 
of  their  own  ;  one  Hamburg  fchiHing  is  equal  to  two  Danish,  or  a  penny  English*. 
There  are  four  fchilling  pieces,  or  one  fourth  of  a  mark,  and  eight  fchillings,  or 
half  a  mark.    A  ducat,  which  pafles  for  two  dollars  and  three  fourths  in  Branden- 
burg and  SAXONY,  is  worth  here  two  dollars  and  one  third  of  Hamburg.     Here  is 
a  diflference  of  bank  and  current  money,  as  in  Amsterdam  ;  a  ducat  which  paffei 
for  feven  marks  current,  is  worth  but  fix  bank  money,  three  fchillings  and  half  are 
equal  to  two  gude  grofchen  5  and  all  forts  of  money  are  taken  here,  valued  accord-r- 
ing to  foreign  exchangcw 

The  mouth'of  the  elbe,  at  the  north- fea,  is  about  thirteen  German  miles  di^ 
ftance  ;  the  navigation  is  difficult,  yet,  except  fome  of  the  largeft  veflels,  they  car>  \ 
unload  at  the  town,  the  tide  coming  up  about  four  German  miles  above  Hamburg,  . 
Its  ebb  leaves  moft  of  the  canals  of  the  city  dry  ;  but  there  is  a  good  bed  of  mud  i 
for  the  fliips. 

I  have^  already  obfervcd,  that  the  manufaftures  of  this  place,  except  that  of 
baking  fugar,  and  printing  callicoes,  are  very  inconfiderable,  though  the  art  of  ' 
dying  is- well  known  here.  They  export  quantities  of  silesia  linens  from  hence  • 
under  the  name  of  Hamburg.  A  great  part  of  this  branch  of  commifllon-bufihefs  ^ 
is  indeed  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  merchants  of  alton  a,  the  hamburgers  hav-  ^ 
ing  injudicioufly  charged  a  fmall  duty  on  them,  which  they  have  fince  taken  off,  . 
and  made  it  a  free  port  for  the  tranfit  of  all  goods  :  but  they  cannot  recover  trtis  - 
bufinefs  in  the  fame  manner  as  before.  There  are  other  branches,  of-  which  the  - 
hamburgers  have  been  obliged  to  yield  a  part  to  other  nations.  .  The  trade  of/ 
jyuBEc,  whicii  was  funk  very  low,  has  mended  of  late  years,    Stetin,  which  was  > 
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hardly  known  as  a  trading  town,  now  begins  to  make  fome  figure  in  commerce  ; 
and  we  Bnd  the  king  of  Prussia  endeavouring  to  eftablifli  bmbden  as  a  place  of 
trade.  Copenhagen,  of  lace  years,  is  improved  ;  and  a  vaft  trade  is  eftablifhed  in 
ST.  PETERSBURG,  which  did  not  cxift  till  this  century  \  but,  above  all,  prance, 
fince  the  queen's  war,  has  made  large  ftridcs  in  the  advancement  of  her  commercial 
intereft.  Thefe  concurring  reafons  muft  neceffarily  diminilh'the  trade  of  ham- 
burg. 

As  mankind  increafe  in  numbers,  at  lead  in  Europe,  together  with  arts,  luxu«- 
rious  indulgences,  and  the  refinements  of  life ;  it  is  natural  to  prefume  that  com^- 
merce  in  general,  increafes  alfo ;  though  it  is  fubje^  to  change  hands.  But  no- 
thing,  I  think,  is  more  demonftrable  than  this,  that  the  ftate  which  has  mod  naval 
pow^r,  fuppofing  the  people  have  a  genius  for  commerce,  and  are  fituated  advan- 
tagcoufly  tor  it,  muft  have  the  greaceft  portion.  Will  it  be  furprifing  if,  in  a  few 
ages,  war  (hould  become  entirely,  as  it  already  is  in  a  great  meafure,  fubfervient  to 
the  ends  of  trade?  Upon  this  principle  it  is  rather  an  argument  of  the  virtue  and 
equity  of  mankind,  that  fo  inconfiderable  a  ftate  as  Hamburg  fhould  have  yet  fo  great 
a  trade,  than  that  it  is  in  fome  degree  diminiftied. 

As  nations  grow  enlightened,  they  will  forfake  their  indolence,  and  go  to  mar- 
ket, where  the  commodity  is  cheapcft  •,  paffing  by  thofe  who  are  enriched  by  their 
former  induftry  and  fagacity,  in  colleding  the  different  productions  of  the  earth ; 
confcquently  thefe  lefter  ftates,  whofe  confumption  within  themfelvcs  is  fmall,  will 
decline  in  commercial  power. 

It  has  been  generally  imagined,  that  luxury  is  a  great  caufe  of  the  increafe  of 
commerce :  that  it  has  enlarged  the  fcene,  and  occafioned  an  increafe  of  fcveral  of 
the  productions  of  the  earth,  is  beyond  difpute.     Hence  the  ufe  of  tobacco,  fugar, 
tea,  fpices,  and  other  commodities,  which  are  of  very  little  real  benefit  to  man- 
kind, and  yet  are  become  great  articles  of  commerce  all  over  the  world.     But  thefe 
have  been  attended  alfo  with  improvements  of  effential  fervice,  particularly  that  of 
manufactures,  which  being  now  fpread  over  the  whole  earth  j  the  (kins  of  beafts,  which 
which  were  formerly  the  great  article  of  cloathing,  are  not  worn,  except  in  very 
cold  countries,  or  as  a  rich  and  coftly  drefs.    Thefe  have  been  exchanged  for  the 
manufactures  of  wool,  and  other  materials,  much  beyond  what  the  animals  fur- 
xiilhed  in  the  fimple  manner  of  life  of  our  forefathers :  fome  of  thefe  indeed  had 
hardly  any  cloaths  at  all.     But  to  come  down  to  the  prefent  time,  francs  has  now 
near  thirty  times  the  quantity  of  woollen  cloth,  to  what  fhe  manufactured  in  the 
beginning  of  this  century  *.     And  England  already  fo  far  advanced,  has  made  vaft 
improvements.     In  the  laft  century  calculators  valued  our  wool  at  two  millions, 
now  they  reckon  near  four  millions  \     The  fame  wool  manufactured  is  now  com- 
puted worth  twelve  millions }  whereas  it  then  amounted  to  eight  millions  only. 

But  as  things  necefiary,  and  in  their  nature  good,  are  become  common,  and  fup- 
plied  in  a  great  profufion  ;  that  which  was  magnificence,  is  no  longer  fo  :  numerous 
improvements  however  being  added,  it  takes  that  name  again.  When  thefe  improve- 
ments 

*  See  vol.  L  but  tlus  remark  alludes  to  lancvsdoc  only.         ^  Near  70,000  packs  at  6 1. 
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ments  are  carried  to  an  exccfs  beyond  what  our  fortunes,  and  duties  of  life  will  bear, 
it  becomes  luxury;  and  luxury  is  in  its  nature  ruinous.  We  fee  even  the  lower 
claflfes  of  mankind  have  acquired  a  tafte  of  many  things,  not  only  beyond  the  fim-^ 
plicicy  of  life  which  nature  diftates,  but  alfo  beyond  what  their  circumftances  will 
bear.  Thefe  new  paffions  craving  their  objeft ;  an  equal  pace  muft  be  kept  by  in- 
duftry,  and  the  produftions  of  the  earth.  All  exceffes  require  great  labour  to  fup- 
port  them.  The  people  of  a  country,  who  live  very  high,  to  ufe  a  vulgar  exprcf- 
fion,  are  apt  to  light  their  candle  at  both  ends  ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  are  apt  to  con-  • 
fume  too  much,  and  work  too  little.  Hence  they  are  alfo  more  fubjefl:  to  misfor- 
tunes, becaufe  that  will  appear  as  a  misfortune  under  fuch  circumftances,  which 
othcrwife  would  not  be  regarded.  There  is  a  medium ;  if  we  pals  beyond  it,  we , 
prepare  the  way  for  ruin.  Luxury  and  corruption  have  ever  been  the  deftruftion 
of  ftates ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  plain  than  this,  that  there  would  be  little  or  no 
corruption,^  if  there  was  no  luxury. 

To  return  to  the  hamburgers  :  what  has  dipt  their  wings,  though  not  in  fo 
great  a  degree  as  generally  imagined,  is  the  neighbourhood  of  altona,  which  (ig- 
nifies,  nrmch  too  near,  as  indeed  it  is  for  their  intereft ;  having  the  advantage  of 
fituation  the  fame  as  Hamburg  ;  but  it  has  no  fortification,  nor  is  the  Danish  fo« 
vereignty  fo  great  a  fecurity  of  its  commerce,  as  the  independency  of  a  h  anse  town 
is  to  HAMBURG.  Altona  has  been  long  confidered  by  the  hamburgers  as  an  ob- 
jeft  of  great  jealoufy  ;  but  there  is  not,  1  apprehend,  fo  much  caufe  to  fear,  as  is 
fuggefted  by  many. 

Altona  is  a  large  place,  but  does  not  partake  in  the  leaft  of  the  pride  of  ham-», 
BURG,  with  regard  to  its  buildings ;  nor  can  it  afford  to  pay  any  thing  of  confe-. 
quence  towards  the  revenues  of  Denmark.  It  is  an  afylum  for  thofe  who  fly  from 
the  adjacent  countries  for  debt,  or  worfe  crimes  :  the  hamburgers,  whofe  fortunes 
reduce  them  to  this  extremity,  take  refuge  there  alfo.  Except  two  or  three  houfes 
of  bufinefs,  there  is  very  little  appearance  of  riches  or  plenty  in  altona.  In  op- 
pofition  to  HAMBURG  it  encourages  all  religions,  fo  that  there  is  a  medley  of  the 
poorer  claflfes  of  mankind,  particularly  of  polish  jews.  In  the  war  with  sweden 
in  1713,  the  towa  was  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  now  appears  as  new.  The  ham- 
burgers not  daring  to  rifk  their  own  fecurity,  by  opening  their  gates  in  the  night, 
when  a  Swedish  army  was  fo  near,  and  when  aficknefs  prevailed  amongft  the  inha- 
bitants of  ALTONA ;  many  of  the  latter  perifhed  as  monuments  of  Swedish  cruelt]^. 

The  continual  loflTes  fuffered  by  the  algerine  rovers,  who  thought  it  their  in- 
tereft to  decline  all  accommodation,  have  been  a  great  obftrudlion  to  the  trade  of 
HAMBURG ;  and  the  more  as  they  can  hardly,  with  any  afTurance,  afk  the  afliftance 
of  any  foreign  prince,  and  particularly  a  maritime  power,  who  is  a  competitor  in 
point  of  commerce.  During  the  laft  war  they  had  feveral  fhips  on  the  weftern 
ocean,  and  the  mediterranean  ;  but  hoftilities  at  fea  were  no  fooner  ended,  than 
they  were  obliged  to  alter  their  meafures  •. 

D  2'  The 

*•  The  ALOBRiNBs  finding  the  Spaniards  meant  to  make  war  with  them  in  good  earneft,  entered 
lately  into  a  treaty  with  the  UAMBvacBas^  not  of  iricndihip  only,  bat  of  cosunerce  alfo.    This  the 
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The  "29^  oFSeptember  I  took  my  leave  of  Mr,  j.  bosanquet,  Mr.  HAKBURYt 
Mr.  THORNTON  thc  dcputy-govcmor  of  the  British  company,  and  the  other  gen- 
tlemen to  whom  I  am  much  indebted  for  their  great  civility. 


CHAP.      IL 

^he  author  departs  frcm  V.AUBVKG.     A  Jhort  account  of  the  tradcj  inbahitants^  and 
DOME  church  ^bremen.     He  continues  bis  journey  through  westphalia. 

THE  30th  of  SEPTEMBER  I  departed  from  Hamburg.  The  ordinary  rout  to 
AMSTERDAM  is  diredtly  toosNABRucK  ;  but  my  curiofity  carried  me  to  bre- 
iAen,  not  without  fome  intention  of  going  to  embden,  if  the  weather  had  proved 
favourable.  My  rout  then  was  to  blankeness,  two  (hort  German  miles  from 
.HAMBURG.  The  road  being  on  the  lofty  banks  of  the  elbe,  gives  a  mod  delight- 
ful and  cxtenfive  view,  as  well  of  part  of  the  Hanoverian  dominions  on  the  weft, 
as  of  the  Danish  territories  in  holstein  on  the  eaft,  of  that  river.  There  is  no 
regular  ftagc  for  poft-horfes  to  blankeness  ;  the  ferry  alfo  is  very  fmall  for  a  wheel 
carriage,  and  if  a  proper  feafon  is  not  taken  with  regard  to  wind  and  tide,  it  may 
be  dangerous.'  The  rufticicy  of  the  danish  boors  is  apt  to  create  vexation:  it  is 
their  cuftom  to  fpend  fome  time  on  the  Ihore,  at  a  certain  game,  to  determine 
whofe  fortune  it  (hall  be  to  attend  the  paffenger.  The  breadth  of  the  river  in  this 
place  is  about  an  English  mile,  and  near  the  fame  diftance,  up  a  creek  to  crantz, 
a  mean  village  in  the  hanoverian  dominions,  where  there  is  no  regular  poft ;  yet 
the  peafants  are  obliged  to  find  horfes  for  paflTengers  at  ftated  rates.  Crantz, 
•though  fo  mean  a  place,  is  extended  above  two  English  miles:  it  is  built  on  the 
top  of  a  high  bank,  intended  to  refift  the  overflowing  of  the  elbe,  which  fome- 
times  happens.  A  fmall  branch  of  this  river  runs  to  buxteiJude,  the  next  ftage, 
which  is  about  a  German  mile  and  a  half:  the  country  abounds  in  meadow  and 
ucorn  Jandi. 

XDctober  tTie  ift,  I  purfued  my  journey  to  closti-r-seven,  four  long  German 
miles,  the  road  but  indifferent ;  the  profpcd;  is  moftly  of  woods  and  heath  -,  the 
country  is  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  has  not  much  corn  land  of  cattle.  From  thence 
is  three  German  miles  to  ottei-su erg,  where  1  found  two  companies  of  hanove- 
rian foldiers  quartered.  The  foil  hereabouts  is  infertile,  being  chiefly  morafs. 
From  thence  to  bremitn  is  three  German  miles,  through  a  fandy  country.  The 
land  towards  Bremen  is  more  improved,  but  without  any  great  face  of  fertility. 
We  pafTed  two  turnpikes,  and  within  an  English  mile  of  Bremen  I  obferved  three 
ftones  which  are  ercded  on  the  fide  of  the  road,  with  the  arms  of  the  British 
•crown,  denoting  the  confines  of  the  hanoverian  dominion. 

Bremen  is  fituated  on  a  plain  on  both  fides  of  the  river  wessr,  over  which  it 
!has  a  bridge.     The  dutchy  in  which  it  (lands   formerly  belonged  to  the  swedes, 

but 

f  PANiARDS  highly  rcfented,  and  put  the  hamburgers  under  a  necefllry  of  annulling  that  tre;«ty,  or  of 
being  excluded  from  their  trade  with  spaim.  Being  reduced  to  this  j^ternative^  they  have  chofen  th« 
ibrmer. 
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but  being  conquered  by  the  danes,  was  by  them  fold  to  the  elcftor  of  hanover 
in  17 16;  yet  there  is  only  a  fmall  quarter  of  the  town,  in  which  ilands  the  dome 
church,  fubjeft  to  that  eleftorate.  The  reft,  with  its  territories,  is  free  under  its 
own  laws  and  magiftrates,  who  are  compoied  of  four  burgo-mafters  and  twenty- 
four  fenators,  chofcn  out  of  the  citizens  who  profefs  Calvinism  :  this  is  the  efta- 
blifljed  religion,  and  they  have  five  churches  for  the  citizens  of  that  perfuafion. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  are  computed  at  thh-ty  thoufand,  who  appear  to  live 
in  comfortable  circumftances.  The  greateft  part  of  the  ftrcets  are  narrow :  the 
Ihops  are  well  flocked  with  merchandize,  and  they  have  many  houfes  of  good  ap- 
pearance. They  have  a  town  houfe,  an  exchange,  and  waterworks,  by  which  the 
city  is  fupplied  from  the  river.  One  would  imagine  that  the  people  are  extremely 
pious,  SOLI  DEO  GLOkiA  bcittg  in  large  charades  over  their  doors  and  windows. 
Within  doors  and  without. 

In  the  market-place  they  fliew  the  figure  of  a  man  in  armour,  who,  as  the  peo- 
ple pretend,  faved  the  city  when  it  was  in  the  utmoft  danger  from  the  swedes. 
They  call  it  a  Rowland,  or  royland,  from  the  name  of  a  general  who  died  in 
ITALY  in  the  fervice  of  the  emperor,  by  whom  this  was  made  a  free  city.  This  ge- 
neral was  of  a  remarkable  ftature ;  and  the  figure  ferves  to  keep  up  a  fenfe  of  free- 
dom, though  under  the  burlefque  form  of  a  giant  of  about  fourteen  feet  high. 

But  nothing  is  fo  remarkable  in  this  place,  as  the  great  dome,  where  their  wor- 
Ihip  is  performed  after  the  lctheran  manner:  the  people  of  this  perfuafion  bear- 
ing a  great  proportion  to  thofe  of  the  eftablilhed  reformed  church.  It  is  an  anticnt 
building  in  the  gothic  manner,  reputed  to  be  about  fix  hundred  years  old.  There 
is  a  vault  under  it,  in  which  are  the  bodies  of  feveral  perfons,  faid  to  be  depofited  in 
this  place  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  and  firft  difcovered  about  forty 
years  fince  to  be  entire,  as  they  yet  remain.  Thefe  bodies  lie  in  the  vault  as  one 
common  grave  ;  the  linen  in  which  they  are  dreft  is  light  as  tinder  :  their  fkins  look 
black  and  parched,  but  their  features  diftinguifliable ;  they  are  extremely  light, 
but  the  cohefion  of  the  parts  entire.  The  vault  to  appearance  has  nothing  extraor- 
dinary, except  that  the  air  feems  to  be  temperate,  and  the  walls  perfeftly  dry.  It 
is  about  fix  feet  below  the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  vaulted  eight  or  nine  feet  high. 
A  dead  cat,  which  has  been  accidentally  thrown  in  through  the  window,  has  had 
the  fame  fortune  as  the  human  bodies.  They  will  not  fufier  the  vault  to  be 
cleanfed,  from  an  idle  opinion  that  it  may  lofe  its  virtue.  Several  have  offered 
confiderable  fums  to  have  their  bodies  depofited  there,  which  the  priefts  objeft  to, 
alledging  the  fentence  of  God,  that  man  (hall  return  to  dufl:;  though  it  is  more 
probable,  the  magiftrates  do  not  chufe  to  indulge  this  idle  vanity,  as  the  Luthe- 
ran is  not  the  eftablilhed  church. 

Bremen,  ftanding  on  the  wjesbr  tut  twelve  German  miles  From  the  fea,  would 
be  as  advantagcoufly  fituated  for  trade  as  Hamburg,  but  that  fhips  of  burthen  can- 
not come  within  two  miles  of  the  town,  as  there  is  often  not  above  four  feet  water. 
This  deficiency  is  fupplied  by  boats,  and  does  not  hinder  their  building  large  fly- 
boats  at  the  town.  Notwithftanding  the  neighbourhood  of  Hamburg,  the  trade  here 
as  confiderable  :  thej  import  a  great  quantity  of  fugar  from  prance  5  of  rtie  eng- 
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Li^H  they  take  tobacco,  and  other  west  india  commodities,  and  alfo  fomc  of 
their  manufaftures.  This  city  trades  wlch.HANovER,  saxony,  Bohemia,  &c. 
from  whom  they  receive  corn,  linen,  timber  and  minerals.  They  have  frcih  fi(h 
in  plenty  in  fome  feafons,  and  are  faid  to  drels  leather  extremely  well. 

Heavy  rains  having  fallen,  and  the  leafon  becoming  cold,  I  determined  to  make 
the  beft  of  my  way  to  Amsterdam,  From  Bremen  is  a  long  caufeway,  the 
xonntry  being  marfhy,  and  foon  covered  with  water.  About  a  mile  from  the  town 
we  re-entered  the  hanoverian  dominions ;  the  foil  near  the  road  is  moftly  fandy 
or  heath  to  wildeshusen,  which  is  three  very  long  German  miles  :  this  is  a  prinn 
cipal  town,  and  the  refidence  of  the  great  bailiff  of  the  diftrift,  of  which  there  are 
about  twenty  five  in  the  hanoverian  dominions.  Mr.  hinuber  the  bailifPs  fon^ 
who  is  a  young  man  of  great  virtue,  accomplifhments,  and  excellent  parts*,  did 
itie  the  favour  of  a  vifit,  and  invited  me  to  his  father's  houfe,  which  gave  me  an 
occafion  of  paying  my  rcfpefts  to  the  bailiff. 

The  2d  I  travelled  on  to  klofpekberg,  three  long  German  miles,  the  road 
very  fandy.  This  is  a  mean  town  in  the  dominion  of  the  bifhop  of  munster, 
cleddr  of  coLOGN  -,  but  the  country  round  it  is  pleafant,  being  compofed  of  arable 
and  meadow  lands,  bordered  by  groves  and  plantations. 

The  3d  I  went  on  to  loenninoen  ;  the  diftance  is  nominally  two  German  miles, 
but  here  they  feem  to  be  double,  and  the  peafants  arc  paid  near  twice  the  common 
price,  with  this  inconvenience,  that  inftead  of  one  pouilion  I  was  obliged  to  take 
two  peafants  for  four  horfes.  It  has  fometimes  been  the  fortune  of  travellers  in  this 
country,  to  have  as  many  men  to  attend  them,  as  horfes  to  draw  the  vehicle. 

Loenninoen  is  a  mean  dirty  place,  but  the  country  near  it  pleafant  and  fertile. 
The  government  of  thefe  ecclcfiaftical  princes  does  not  feem  to  cftablifli  charity,  or 
politenefs  j  at  leaft  I  found  the  people  infolent,  and  given  to  extortion. 

From  thence  to  hasselune  is  accounted  two  German  miles;  the  country  is 
very  fandy.  This  is  a  more  agreeable  town,  and  has  a  fmall  garrifon  of  troops  be- 
longing to  the  elector  of  cologn.  Poverty  feemed  to  prevail  here ;  but  fuperftition 
ftill  more,  in  confequence  of  that  ecclcfiaftical  power  which  had  erefted  crucifixes 
almoft  on  every  hillock. 

The  next  town  is  lingen,  at  the  diftance  of  two  long  german  miles  •,  the  road 
to  it  is  fandy,  but  the  adjacent  country  pl'eaiant.  This  place,  which  is  in  the  circle 
of  WESTPHALIA,  is  fubjeft  to  the  king  of  Prussia  :  it  ftands  on  the  river  eus% 
and  has  a  fortification  of  fome  fmall  confideration.  The  cleannefs,  breadth,  and 
good  pavement  of  its  ftrects,  and  regular  built  houfes,  give  one  the  more  ftriking 
idea  of  that  good  order  for  which  the  Prussians  are  fo  much  diftingui(hed.  This 
town  indeed  formerly  belonged  to  king  william  III.  and  devolved  to  the  houfe 
of  BRANDENBURG  on  his  death.  It  partakes  much  of  dutch  ceconomy  :  here  the 
exorbitant  price  of  near  a  ducat  a  German  mile  for  borfes  was  firft  charged  to  me. 

CHAP. 

f  Now  preceptor  for  the  cb  km  ah  language  and  hillbry  to  the  joong  priacei. 
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CHAR      V. 

Ol^ervaiions  at  almello,  dav£NT£r,  ^c*     Reflexions  on  the  produce  of  toiacc0. 
AJhort  account  of  ambrsfort  and  naarden. 

THE  4th  of  OCTOBER  I  advanced  two  long  german  miles,  towards  the  domi- 
nions of  the  united  PROVINCES,  and  arrived  at  northorn,  where  I  ob- 
ferved  the  women  appear  to  be  almoft  blinded  with  the  fmoak  arifing  from  the  turf, 
which  they  have  here  iri  great  abundance  :  mod  part  of  the  country  over  which  I 
travelled  from  loenningen  produces  nothing  elfe. 

It  was  now  the  feafon  in  which  the  states  order  the  rates  of  poft  horfes  to  be 
increafed  about  one  third  part  more  than  it  is  from  april  to  September  :  I  was 
obliged  to  pay  eighteen  gilders  to  almello,  which  is  computed  four  gerkaan 
miles;. but,  Iq  confideration  of  the  roads,  they  gave  me  fix  horfes.  The  little 
towns  I  now  paiTcd  through,  began  to  exhibit  that  cleanlinefs,  for  which  the  hol* 
I.ANDERS  are  fo  much  di(lingui(hed.  The  marriages  of  this  country  are  performed 
with  a  humorous  folemnity :  I  obferved  pillars  and  feftoons  of  verdure,  adorned 
with  garlands  and  flowers,  which  are  prepared  for  the  decoration  of  a  nuptial  feaft 
at  the  houfes  of  the  parties. 

The  heaths  referved  for  the  produftion  of  turf  on  this  fide  of  the  country,  are 
much  larger  than  is  generally  imagined,  confidering  the  fmall  extent  of  the  dorni* 
nion  of  the  united  provinces  ;  but,  except  thefe,  the  hand  of  induftry  appears 
in  a  very  remarkable  degree.  The  inclofure  of  meadows,  corn  land,  and  kitchen 
gardens,  plantations  of  trees,  and  banks  which  are  thrown  up  for  roads,  at  the  famft 
time  that  they  demonftrate  the  labour  of  the  peafant,  afibrd  an  agreeable  profpeft. 
Moft  of  their  cows  are  red,  and  thefe  are  the  chief  riches  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, by  the  great  quantity  of  butter  and  cheefe  which  they  produce.  In  this  feafon 
they  feed  them  on  an  herb  they  call  spersen,  which  grows  fix  or  eight  inches 
high. 

Almello  is  a  neat  town  in  the  province  of  overyssel,  where  there  is  a  manu* 
fadtory  of  fine  hoUand  ;  the  greateft  part  of  what  we  commonly  call  by  this  name  is 
made  in  SILESIA,  and  only  bleached  in  the  unitep  Provinces.  The  preference 
which  I  thought  due  to  the  manufadtures  of  my  own  country,  prevented  my  mak- 
ing any  purchafe  in  almello.  The  improvements  we  have  made  both  in  Scot- 
land and  IRELAND,  are  fuchas  will,  I  hope,  in  a  fmall  number  of  years,  gratify 
the  moft  luxurious,  as  well  as  afford  a  quantity  for  a  confiderable  exportation  to 
foreign  markets. 

The  5th  I  fet  out  for  daventer  ;  the  road  for  the  moft  part  is  through  marflies 
and  heath,  with  a  ridge  of  hills  to  the  north.  Haslen  appears  to  the  fouth  wcift 
about  two  ENGLISH  miles  from  the  common  road ;  fome  make  it  their  way,  though 
it  is  half  a  league  about.  They  generally  reckon  here  by  the  hours,  as  in  a5Ia,  and 
compute  two  hours  to  a  german  mile  \  this  computation  is  hardly  too  much  when 

the 
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the  roads  arc  bad.    From  northorn  to  pavintir  they  compute  four  gcrmar 
'ipilcs. 

Daventer  is  a  large  city  in  the  province  of  overyssel,  formerly  a  hanfe  town,"' 
but  now  fubjeft  to  the  states.  It  ftands  on  the  river  ysssl,  which  bears  veflels  of 
burthen.  There  is  a  large  bridge  of  wood  over  it,  for  the  paffage  of  which  they  pay 
a  heavy  toll.  This  river  runs  info  the  zuyder  fca.  The  town  is  well  fortified; 
and  has  a  ftrong  garrifon  ;  the  ftrects  and  houfcs  are  very  neat,  and  the  (hops  well 
fupplied  with  manufadures  and  other  neceflaries.  It  has  a  pretty  large  inland  trade> 
but  no  manufadories. 

From  hence  is  a  regular  poft,  four  German  miles  to  voorthusen  ;  the  foil  of 
the  country  is  various  ^  near  the  midway  is  loo,  a  fanrous  feat  of  the  prince  of 
ORANGE.  VooATHUsEN  IS  a  village  of  very  little  note ;  nor  has  the  country  anf^ 
agreeable  afpeft.  The  Sth,  I  proceeded  to  amersport,  two  German  miles,  the 
firft  of  which  is  through  a  fandy  country,  and  one  fees  but  little  cultivated  land, 
or  appearance  of  rich  inhabitants ;  but  towards  ouvelach  the  country  appears 
worthy  the  reputation  it  has  in  the  world.  There  are  large  plantations  of  tobacco ; 
for  the  produftion  of  which  the  land  is  thrown  up  into  ridges  of  about  two  feet 
high.  The  confumption  of  this  article  in  the  united  provinces  is  very  confi- 
derable,  and  by  fome,  pretended  to  be  neceflary,  in  fo  moid  a  climate.  It  may  be 
queftioned  however  whether  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants  are  prolonged  by  it ;  or 
whether  the  fame  labour  and  expcnce  which  is  employed  about  it,  would  not  pro- 
duce provifion  for  the  fupport  of  life  more  cflfeftually,  and  for  greater  numbers  of 
people:  for  it  feems  inconfiftent  with  reafon  that  fo  many  thoufands,  I  might  fay 
millions  of  people  in  the  different  quarters  of  the  world,  fliouid  be  employed  in  cuU 
tivating  this  herb,  whilft  fucK  multitudes  are  fuffering  diftrefs  for  want  of  the  com- 
mon provifions  of  life. 

Ambrsfort  is  an  ancient  and  confiderable  town  in  the  province  of  ittrecht,  on 
the  fmali  rivec  eems,  which  runs  to  the  zuyder  fea.  There  is  a  very  large  churchy 
and  an  excellent  fet  of  chimes,  for  which  the  united  provinces  are  very  remark** 
able;  thofe  of  this  town  play  every  hour  on  market  days  from  ten  till  twelve  in  the 
morning  This  affords  a  cheap  and  agreeable  amufement  to  the  common  people, 
and  fome  pleafure  to  thofe  in  higher  life  who  delight  in  mufic.  I  was  (truck  with 
the  neatnefs  and  cieannefs  of  the  ftreets  and  houfes  ;  but  the  manners  of  the  people 
are  not  equally  delicate :  a  certain  rufticity  prevails,  which  is  fometimes  (hewn  in  aa 
apparent  contempt  of  ftrangers.  This  town  is  chiefly  fupported  by  hufbandry,  and 
has  a  confiderable  trade  in  tobacco  of  its  own  growth.  1  obferved  many  of  the  peo- 
ple wear  wooden  fhoes,.  whicK  are  indeed  beft  calculated  for  their  brick  floors,  and 
inceflTant  wafhing. 

From  amersfort  I  departed  for  naar-den,  which  is  about  two  oerman  miles 
diftant ;  the  turnpikes  are  very  numerous,  where  pafTengers  pay  regularly,  though 
in  many  places  there  is  no  fence.  About  two  English  miles  from  amersfort  is 
soESDYKE)  a  palace  belonging  to  the  prince  of  orange,  which  Has  a  park  faid  to 
bNc  near  eight  ENGLISH  mijles  in  circumference*  Being  impatient  to  get  early  to. 
-  ^  '  -AH: 
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AMSTERDAM,  I  dccUncd  vifiting  utrecht,  remarkable  for  that  treaty  which  liat 
blotted  the  annals  of  enOland,  and  aggrandized  the  houfe  of  bourbon,  as  appeared 
«oo  plain  in  the  late  war.  Utrecht  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  places, 
4uidas  worthy  tbeatt^mioQ  of  a  traveller  as  any  in  the  united  provinces. 

The  road  lo  maarden  is  pleafant,  abounding  in  regular  plantations  of  trees ;  and 
the  country  is  well  cultivated  and  inhabited.  Naarden  is  ^  boundary  of  the  pro- 
vince of  HOLLAND,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  zuydsr-sea:  the  fortification  ia 
<:onfiderable,  being  partly  compofed  of  a  broad  double  mote  filled  from  the  fea, 
which  has  often  made  inroads  upon  ic  In  ancient  wars  it  was  often  facked,  and  in 
14S6  reduced  to  a(hes  by  fir«.  Here  alfo  the  Spaniards  mailacred  the  inhabitants 
upon  the  occafion  of  the  revolt  of  the  united  provinces.  In  167a  it  was  takea 
by  the  french,  but  foon  retaken  by  the  prince  of  orange. 

From  naardan  to  Amsterdam  is  reckoned  two  German  miles;  the  whole 
country  confifts  of  pafture  lands  and  gardens,  below  the  furface  of  the  fea,  if  one 
may  judge  from  the  appearance  of  the  bodies  of  (hips  on  the  water.  The  road  oq 
the  banks  of  the  canals  is  made  with  great  coft,  fo  that  there  are  no  lefs  than  feven 
tolls,  at  which  I  paid  three  guilders.  The  avenue  to  Amsterdam  is  a  caufeway, 
on  the  fides  of  which,  near  the  city,  are  fmall  villages  and  ^rdens  belonging  to 
the  citizens,,  which  ferve  to  beautify  the  face  of  this  artificial  country.  The  gates  of 
AMSTERDAM  are  (hut  at  fix  in  the  evening,  but  there  is  admittance  till  ten,  for  a  toll 
of  one  ftiver  each  perfon;  According  to  the  ordinary  computation  1  had  travelled 
only  forty-one  gbrman  miles  and  a  half  from  Hamburg.  By  the  way  of  osma< 
ARucK.  it  is  reckoned  fifty-two  German  miles,  but  the  difference  is  rather  in  the 
computation  of  the  nyles  than  the  real  di(tance. 


CHAP.      VI. 

RefleSians  en  tii  commercial  genius  of  the  dutch.  A  brief  defcrrption  of  amster« 
DAM.  Of  the  dykes  in  Holland.  Of  the  taxes  and  revenues  of  the  united  pro* 
viNCES  compared  with  tbofe  ofoKEAT  Britain. 

TH  E  correfpondency  which  I  had  as  a  merchant,  procured  me  acquaintances 
in  AMSTERDAM,  ©f  tWc  Want  of  which,  foreigners,  who  are  notintere&ed  in 
-commerce  generaHy  complain.  Indeed  of  vA\  the  great  cities  which  i  have  yet 
feen,  this  feems  to  ajFord  the  leaft  entertainment,  to  thofe  whofe  heads  and  hearts 
are  not  entirely  turned  to  pecuniary  acquifitions  :  here  every  moment  feems  to  be 
filled  up  iii  the  purfutt  of  trade,  with  all  its  various  and  extended  conne^lions.  The 
people  have  *no  time  to  complain  of  abadcHmate,  bad  weather,  or  the  want  of 
liealth:  they  have  hardly  leifure  to  perform  the.  common  duties  of  hofpitality  and 
•bencYolencc, 

The  obfervation  I  made  of  the  inhabitants  o^  AMSTERDAMy  correfponds  exactly 

^xh  what  has  been  often  remarked  ^  that  thofe  diforders  of  the  mind,  particularly 

Vol.  IL  E  '  that 
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Aat  of  betng  fcldom  contcrttcd  for  any  length  of  tim^,  (which  fccms  to  be  the  mor^ 
peculiar  affliftion  of  my  own  country,  where  the  people  are  more  refined  in  man^ 
ners  and  fentiments,}  are  hardt;  known  in  thi^  city,  verifying  the  mixim,  that  the 
turn  of  men^  minds  eonftitutes  their  felicity^  much  moi«  than  their  fortunes^  or 
external  circumftanceSw 

In  allufion  to  this  fubje^Et,  Sir  william  T£mpls  obferves,  "  This  is  a  difeafe 
•*  too  refined  for  thfs  country  and  people  \  who  are  welK  when  thty  are  not  ill,  and 
«^  pleafed  when  they  are  n#t  troubled  \  are  content,  becaufe  they  think  little  of 
**  it ;  and  fcek  their  happineTs  in  the  common  cafe  and  commodities  of  life,  or  the 
«<  increafe  of  riches ;  not  amufing  themlelves  With  the  moce  fpeculatove  contrivance 
**  of  paflion,  or  refinements  of  pleafuM.**" 

The  principal  houfcs  of  bufinefs  in  this  gveat  metropolis  of  the  Netherlands^. 
among  feveral  others,  at^e  thofe  of  meflieurs  hopes,  meflieuns  Cliffords,  and 
toelTieurs  muilmans,  with  whom  I  had  particular  connexions,  and  from  whom  I 
teceivcd  great  marks  of  hofpitality  and  politeneG.  Mc,  thokas  hope  did  me  the 
favour  of  a  vifit  immediately  on  my  arrivaL  This  gentleman  is  no  \th  diftiaguifhed 
for  the  great  (kill  a&d  induftry,  and  extenfive  bulinefs  by  which  he  has  acquired  a 
large  fortune,  than  for  his  ingenuoufhefs  and  abilities,  which  fet  him  at  the  head  of 
the  WEST  INDIA  company,  as  the  deputy  of  the  prince  of  orange.  MelTicura 
OLtf FORDS,  who  are  related  to  the  noble  family  bf  that  name  in  enclano,  bavcy 
by  an  extenfive  correfpondcncy  through  a  long  feries  of  years,  acquired  a  very  con- 
fiderable  fortune ;  and  for  their  probity  and  politenefs  arc  much  refpedled  by  all  who 
have  any  connexion  with  them.  Meflieurs  muilmans  are  well  known  in  london^ 
from  the  refidence  of  two  of  the  brothers,  who  arc  very  eminent  merchants  in  that 
^ty.  Their  father  and  brothers  ia  Amsterdam  are  alio  diflinguiflied  for  theic 
wealth,  and  for  the  (bare  they  have  in  the  govecnmenc  of  the  united  provinces. 

This  wonderful  city  of  Amsterdam,  as  well  as  many  other  towns  of  the  Ne- 
therlands, is  certainly  a  work  of  art  and  labour,  not  inferior  to  the  greateft  mo- 
numents of  human  induftry  in  pad  ages.  It  is  about  two  huivired  and  twenty  ENOLi^ifr 
miles  from  London  :  its  proper  name»  as  derived  from  the  river  amstel,  is  amstel.* 
pam^  i.  e.  the  dam  of  the  amstel,  which  is  the  name  generally  given  to  it  in  authenr 
tic  records.     From  its  eadieft  beginning  they  reckon  about  four  hundred  years  i  and 
two  hundred  feventy  from  its  being  inclofed  with  walls^    It  was  not  till  the  year 
^S7^>  ^^t  (be  DVTCH  began  to  lay^the  foundation  of  their  prodigious  riches  ai^d  navalc 
ftrength. .   About  twenty  years  before  this  time  they  were  provoked  by  the  oppreffive 
meaiures  of  romish  bigotry,  to  (hake  off  the  Spanish  yoke,  and  adopt  the  dodtrine  of 
CALVIN.    The  spANiARos  cxertcd  them&lves  upon  this  occafibn,  upon  religious,  as 
wel^  as  political  principles;  but  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  render  that  confederacy^ 
abortive,  which  at  length  united  the  feven.  provinces,  and,  forming  a  powerful  re^ 
{(ublic,  gave  a  juft  occafion  to  this  motto  ^  *'  Concordia  res  parvac  crefcunt/* 

Abovt  the  year  1600,  the  love  of  liberty  and  gain  occafioned  fuch  a  conflux  of 
Ijeople,  that  the  walls  of  the  city  were  extended  :  fince  that  time  they  have  had  fur- 
tMSL  enlarj^mcntSy^lbe  whok  naw  making^  about  three  leagues  in  circumference^ 

Her 
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Her  great  ftrehgth  is  fn  the  difficulty  of  accefs  both  by  fea  and  land  i  yet  have  ndt 
the  nunaerous  fholes^  which  render  the  entrance  of  the  TKXELfo  difficult,  ol^rufteA 
the  progrefs  of  her  commwce.  One  ftriking  proof  of  oecpnomy  is  very  obvioutg 
•even  in  the  foitificacions  of  this  oky ;  for  the  baftions,  which  are  very  numerous^ 
have  each  a  windmsU  on  then). 

TfTE  ftrccts  are,  for  the  moft  part,  extremely  clean ;  but  except  thdfc  which  havfe 
canals,  mucli  too  narrow  for  beauty  or  convenience.  They  are  rendered  the  left 
<]ifagreeable,  as  the  hired  coaches  are  fet  on  fledges,  drawn  by  one  horfe,  which  dor  ■ 
oot  greatly  incomnoode  paflengers.  Merchandize  is  alfo  drawn  on  fledges.  Thefe 
<are  not  only  the  mofk  convenient  vehicles  for  the  inhabitants,  and  their  trade,  but 
alfo  calcula^d  to  preferve  their  boufes,  which^  being  built  on  piles,  might,  in  a 
length  of  time,  be  much  damaged  in  their  foundations  by  means  of*  a  great  «umber 
of  wheel  carriages.  The  coaches  of  gentlemen  are  however,  for  the  moft  part,  fet 
on  wheels-,  but  they  pay  aconfiderable  tax  for  this  liberty.  The  principal  ftreets^ 
or  rather  quays  of  the  canals  are  agreeable,  particularly  the  keyzargrapt  and 
SEERacR APT,  which  are  planted  on  each  fide  with  trees  ^  but'the  canals  fometimer 
throw  up  a  very  offenfive  flench.  The  people  are  not  at  a  lofs  how  to  account  for 
this  inconveiuency :  fomething  is  owing  M  nature-;  but  it  is  apparent,  that  the  dif- 
cipUnc  of  the  ftate  is  relaxed,  by  the  canals  iiot  being  kept  fo  clean  as  the  regida^ 
tions  require :  thefe  canals,  in  ibme  parts,  are  of  a  confiderable  breadth. 

The  houies  in  AMSTERDAM  are  rather  neat,  than  elegant,  €»r  commodidus:  tbti 
mature  of  the  climate  renders  k  neCeflary  to  wafli  them  cfven ;  but  the  greateft  part 
of  the  people  canry  their  cleantinefs  in  this  way  fofar,  as  hardly  to  afford  themfelvea 
time  for  the  nec^flary  care  of  their  perfons.  The  fame  humour  prevails  amongft 
them,  as  with  fome  of  middling  fortunes  in  sny^land  ;  they  fliut  themfeives  out  d 
their  own  houfes,  by  keeping  the  moft  ufeful  and  agreeable  apartment  for  the  ehter<* 
tain  ment  of  their  friends,  on  particular  occafions,  that  is,  for  vanity. 

Th  B  entrance  of  their  houfes  is  generally  by  flairs  four  or  five  feet  fromthe  groond, 
and  the  paflage  into  the  rooms,  which  run  very  deep,  is  floored  and  pannelcd  with 
marble,  which  has  an  air  of  grandeur  in  miniature.  They  have  much  neat,  anA 
ibme  rich  furniture  ^  but  h  does  not  feem  to  be  the  eflfcft  of  a  kixurious  and  expen* 
five  tafte;  fo  m^ich  as  the  obfervance  of  an  ancient  cuftom  of  neatnefs  and  elegance^ 
At  the  worft  k  may  plead  its  being  tefs  dangerous  to  a  flate,  than  the  eonlVant  er- 
pence  of  a  tabfe,  equipage,  or  amufemeat  ^  and  thefe  are  not  trountenaaced  in  am^ 
>9Terdam  in  a  remarkable  degree. 

This  cky  Is  generally  efteen^ed  near  one  third  as  p(»piito0s  as  lonboh  and  PARia. 
They  reckon  wkhrn  the  walls,  twenty*flx  thoufand  ftve  hundred  houfes,  and  abov^ 
two  hundred  and  forty  tboufaiKi  iniiabitants :  4be  fubiMrba^  though  fnudl,  muft  add 
CO  this  number. 

The  grand  rendezvous  of  the  merchants  of  this  metropolis,  as  in  other  gicat 
trading  cities,  is  the  exchange,  which  was  Hnidied  in  1613.  The  interior  part  i$ 
cwo  hundred  «nd  fifty  feetloqgv  ttd  one  hundred  and  fwcjr  broads  bat  oiwrfa  in- 
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ferior  -  in  archice£lure  and  embcllifliment  to  that  of  london.  It  is  fupported  by 
forty- fix  pillars,  which  are  marked  with  numbers ;  and  the  merchants  rake  their 
ftands  near  particular  pillars,  to  be  found  the  more  eafily.  The  city  of  amster* 
D^M  is  guardedjby  a  militia,  as  the  fafeft  and  rpoft  proper  defence  of  their  wealth 
and  liberty  •,  thefe  arc  all  burghers,  and  confequently  no  objeAs  of  jeabufy,  nor 
do  they  caufe  any  conftderable  expence« 

With  regard  to  the  fcveral  religions  of  the  inhabitants  ;  here  is  great  freedom,  fo 
hng  as  the  priefts  avoid  difturbing  the  repofe  of  the  ftatc  The  eftablifhed  faith  is 
that  of  CALVIN,  for  which  there  are  eleven  churches.for  the  dutch-,  one  for  the  eno- 
idSH,  two  for  the  oermans,  and  two  for  the  Fa&NCH*.  The  RO»fAN  catholics  are 
faid  to  have  near  thirty  places  of  wor(hip,  of  which  fome  ace  chapels,  and  others^, 
apartments  in  houfes  fitted  for  that  purpofe.  Befides  theie,  there  are  Lutherans 
-and  anabaptists:  the  jEWsaifo  are  in  no  final!  number,  and  have  their  fynagogues 
as  in  LONDON.  But  of  all  thefe  different  religions,  none  but  the  calvknists  are 
adlowed  the  ufe  of  bells^  The  states  very  cautbufly  preferve  their  fupremacy,by  in* 
validating  all  marriages  not  made  according  to  the  rites  of  the  eftabli(hed  church,^ 
unlefs  the  parties  firft  engage  themfelves  in  form  before  the  civil' magiftrate}  and 
when  that  is  done,  they  may  pertppm  the  ceiiemopies  of  their  cefpeAive  religions  as 
dicy  think,  proper. 

Nothing  adds, more  to  the  beaiity  of  this  ci^y,  as  well  as  of  the  country  m  gene- 
l«l,  than  the  plantations  of  trees  for  the  public  ufe  and  pleafure ;  an  inclinatbn 
which  feems  to  prevail,  very  much,  and  is  highly  worthy  of  imitation.    In  England 
things  of  this  fort  are  often  done  ;  but  more  tor  private  gratiQcation,  than  the  gene-* 
ral  delight  of  the  people ;  fo  that  the  lower  clafles  are  the  more  apt  to  crowd  ^o» 
gardens,  where  they  pay  their  money,  wade  their  time,  and  fometimes  debauch^ 
themfelves  with  excei&s.     We  may  obferve  however,  to  the  honour  of  ORSATi 
BRITAIN,  that  within  tbele  thirty  years,  great  improvements  haye  been  made  iiv* 
many  parts  of  the  kingdom.     Works  of  this  nature  for  the  public  recreation  %  are 
diertainly  Worthy  of  the  heft  citizens,  the  moft  zeak>iis  patriots,  and  greateft.  princes. 

The  dutch  are  diftinguilhed  for  the  number  and  ceconopiy  of  their  uieful  cha<i 
lities,  which  ieem  to  exceed  thofe  of  englakd  (  not  in  extent,,  for,  in  beneficence,, 
the  ENGLISH  have  hardly  any  bounds,  as  if  they  meant  in  good  earneft,  to  "^^  cover 
*^  a  multitude  of  fins  v*'  but  in  regard  to  difcipline  and  wholefome  fe verity,  we 
have  not.  fupported  it  fo  well  as  the  dutch,  who  make  all  their  poor  perfiorm  fome 
ufeful  labour.  It  does  not  indeed  feem  poflible  to  engage  the  lowe£L  fort  of  the 
people,  of  any  nation,  to  work  from  a  mere  fenfe  of  duty.  If  they  are  left  to  their 
choice,  or  the  materials  of  labour  withhekl  from  them,  can  it  be  expeded  they 
will  work  ?  But  if  the  make  and  conftitution  of  man  renders  labour  neccflary  to  his 
fupport ;  I  prefume  it  follows,  that  he  who  can  work,  and  will  not^  fhould  not 
have  food  given  him.  Charities  founded  on  principles  not  conf^ent  with  this 
rule,  inftead  of  drawing  down  bleflingSi  produce  calamities,  as  is  often  experi- 
enced. 

With 

•  for  kiftaMf^  8w  J  Aiiis's  r  AEX  Mitribalei  grcady  iq  tftc  hcaUi  sad  plcafore  of  the  ialubiuiits  of 
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With  regard  to  thetr  dykeS)  the  dutch  have  4nade  vail  improvements  (ince  the 
year  when  the  worms  made  great  havock  in  their  piles  :  they  now  line  many  of 
their  (hores  with  very  large  ftones,  and  have  carried  this  work  on  with  great  fuccefs*. 
lobferved  the  dyke. ^  to  the  zuhyr-sea  is  i;aifed  abdUt  flxteen  feet  petpendicu- 
lar,  and  goes  off  upon  an  eaiy  decline:  ,  The  (tones  are  regularly  laid,  and  form  an- 
excellent  defence  agakift  the  water*  They  bring  thefe  ftoncs  froiti  norway  :  the- 
government  pays^fqvcn  gildcw  *"  a.  ton  for  any  quantity  that  is  brought  -,  fo  that  when 
matters  have  no  better  employment  for  their  veffels,  they  make  a  voyage  10  Nor- 
way for  this  purpofc.  The  work  intended  to-be  compleated  in  this  manner,  ils  of 
&ch  extent,  as  may  yet  require  the  labbup  of  eight  or  ten  years  r  k  will,  to  al^ap* 
pearance,  be  not  only  a  great  faving  to  the  (tate^  but  alfo  a  fecurity  to  the  people.. 
The  dykes  towacds  the  north  fea  are  iaid  to^be  mor^  lofty,  and  not  to  be  fOpporte^ 
but  with  piles  at  a  great  expencc. 

Even  a  dreadful  vulcano^cannot  render  the  (itu^ian^of  the  neighbouring  ihhabi* 
tants  fo  precarious,  as  that  of  the  putca-  fi^om  the  nature  of  their  country.     By" 
great  (kill  and  induftry  (hey  have  indeed  given  laws  to  the  bcean  ;  but  it  has,  upon^ 
Ipme  occafions,  pa&.ks  bounds,  and  exhibited  a:  lively  piAure  of  that  deluge,  in^ 
ivbich  the  whole  race  of  mankind  was  once  involved,  a  (ingle  family  excepted.     Ir>i 
1530  a) great  part  of  Zealand  was  overflown:  in  i56(  no  lefs  than-  feventy-two^ 
villages  on  the  coafts  of  HOLLAND  and  fribzlani>  were  fwal lowed  up^  and  near^ 
twenty  thoufand  people  peri(hed.     Thofe  who  efcaped  on  trees  and  rifing  grounds, 
after  fuffering  much  with  hunger,  wene  reHeved  by^- the  care  of  the  magiftrates.. 
The  inundation  of  novekaber.  i^665>  drove  in  the  fea  with'  violence-  hardly  to* 
be  conceiwd :  it  broke  down,  the  dyke  of  M'UYDBNBBR<r,  and  hid  the  whole  coun- 
try round  itaard  en,  and  many  places  in  the  province  of  vtrecht  under  water.. 
The  dyke  between  AMSTERDAM  and  HABRLEMwasalfo  broke,  and  many  others^. 
too  tedious  to  enumerate     Notwithftanding  thefe  great  mifcbiefs,  the  (lorms  na> 
fponer  ceafed,  than,  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants  repaired,  in  a  great,  meafure^, the 
havock  created  by.  tbem. 

'   The  accidents  which  are  common  to  a  flat  country  in  being  overflowed  witK  wai- 
ter at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  do  not  feem  to  be;  much  regarded  here,  as  provi- 
fion  is  made  againft  them  by^  houHng  their  cattle.     The  abundance  of  water  alfo« 
.itnders  their  meadow-lands  the  ;nore  fertile :  when  the  water !»  frozen,  i^riiich  gencr 
rally  happens  in  the  winter  feafon,  it  alfo  furnifhes  th«m\the  amufement  of  fkeiting.. 
What  contributes  likcwife  to  the  fafety  of  this  country  is,  that  they  can  lay  it  under 
water  when  they  pleafei  yet  does  .not  this  prevent  the  terrorsof  the  pe<]f>lcin'regard  I 
to  FR£NCH.armies,  much  le&xender  it. healthy  or  agreeable. 

The  province  of  hollan^  isfaid  to  pay  half  tlje^  tax  of  the  yAi^t  feveni  and? 
AMSTERDAM  half ''of  the  province  of  Holland  ;  fron^  whence  one  muft  conciude», 
that  there  are  immenfe  riches  in  Amsterdam,  or  no  great  wealth  in  the  feven  pro- 
vinces.    The  revenues  of  am&terdam  are  reported  to  be  a  nuUion  fterliog^;  and! 
,  '  V  confer- 

^  As  this  word  in  bnglisb  fignifies  a  veiy  diffek'ent  thing  from  the  fenfe  in  which  it  is  ofed  here,  it", 
may  eafil)r  deceive  thofe  who  have  not  feea  the  dykes  ia-HOLLAN&  s  the  purca  call  it  diik^wUcfa.firoe- 
{ply  fignifies  a  bank.  <^  Thirteen  (hillings. 

^  f  Sgme  call  it  three  eighths  i  but  I  believe  halt  is  neaieft  the^tcath«, 


^  OF  THE  TRADE  Of  THE  DUTCH,  Parti 

'COAfeqMcntly  the  whole  muft  be  four  millioni«  ^irhkht  I  tppirfaciid,  gncatly  exceeds 
:Cbc  reality*  or  it  is  meant  only  in  time  of  war.  Sir  wiixrAM  tbmfli  eftimates  their 
/ordinary  revenues  in  his  time  at  twenty-one  millions  of  gilders* ;  but  he  fays  the 
teveoues  of  the  province  of  ^olxanp,  including  amstbbdam,  were  reported  co 
be  one  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which  brings  the  whole  to  three  mil- 
sipns  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  moft  calculators  have  made  it  three  millions ; 
but  as  things  are  circumftanced  at  prefent,  we  muft  not,  I  think,  compute  it  above 
two  millions  of  bngi^ish  money. 

I^f  1 665  they  raifed  forty  milUons  of  gqilders',  and  of  thefe,  the  province  of 
HOtLAND  only«  paid  twency-two  millions ;  which  b  nearly  correspondent  with  the 
account  they  now  give  of  the  proportion  this  province  bears  to  all  the  others,  as 
already  mem»oned« 

It  may  foe  worth  the  enquiry  of  the  curious,  how  vaftly  the  taxes  in  the  ckiteIi 
VROviNcas  exceed  thofe  of  or  eat  Britain*  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inha* 
bitants.  They  generally  calculate  two  millions  <ot  people  in  the  vkited  ^ro** 
yiNCES  \  and  two  millions  at  the  loweft  computation  are  annually  paid  in  taxes  * 
90W  as  we  compute  eight  millions  of  people,  if  we  were  to  pay  in  proportion, 
<Our  taxes  Jhould  be  eight  millions;  but  I  believe  they  are  not  fix.  The  uifiTED 
VROviHCES  are  reckond  to  contain  only  feven  thoufand  five  hundred  fquare  miles  1 
whereas  enoi.and  has  forty-nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  6fcy  ftjuare  miles  ^  cori* 
iequentiy  thefe  provinces  are  fix  times  as  populous  as  England.  How  induftry 
ilouriflies  among  them  is  apparent,  even  if  they  pay  but  two  millions ;  fince  confi- 
dering  the  fertility  as  well  as  the  extent  of  our  country,  and  the  barrennefs  of  theirsi 
we^may  fuppofe  ourielves  capable  of  paying  five  or  fix  times  as  much  in  taxes  as  they  % 
whereas  we  pay  but  three  times  as  much,  as  above-mentioned.  The  truth  is,  they 
a^cquire  riches  by  the  fea*  in  a  douUe  capacity^  that  is,  by  commerce  and  Bfhery  % 
4|nd  we  may  cofKlude,  from  this  general  view,  of  what  great  confrquence  their 
£(hing  is  to  them,  of  which  I  ilhall  make  further  mention  in  its  place. 


CHAP.      VIL 
Jh  4K€0wa  of  the  tr&de  of  the  uvited  provinces.     AJbort  deferipHvn  of  iht  fiair- 
hwfi.     Ohjtrvatums  en  ibi  tank  of  Amsterdam,  compared  with  that  ^london. 

THE  eoniideration  of  the  revenues  of  thefe  provinces  leads  me  to  that  of  ihcir 
trade ;  and  here  we  find  numerous  caufcs  coinciding  tp  raifc  the  commerce  of 
this  country  to  fo  prodigious  a  height.  The  original  of  this  is  fo  fajriliar  to  moft 
|)erfon6,  as  fo  n6ed  very  Rttle  animadverfion.  Sir  William  temple  mentions  the 
liibjedt  in  thefe  terms  r  ^'  hoi.land  has  not  grown  rich  by  any  native  commodities, 
**  but  by  tbrce  of  induftry,  by  improvement  and  manufadturc  of  all  foreign  growths, 
^  by  being  die  general  magazine  of  cuKOPB,  and  fumiihing  all  parts  with  whatever 

"  the 

^W^jo^oool.  '  jviMseoot.  s  Tlie  9 VTCR  fey  there  are  not  above  f  0,006  inhabtuntt 

iaall  SEALAND9  sod  a  niUioo  in  M<ox*LAaD  i  fo  that  the  other  nvr  rsovmcE^  bavc  pio^ooo« 
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^  the  marfcttt  wtM»^  o?  invloes,  Md  6y  t^it  fcaimn  being,  as  they  have  'properly 
^  been  called,  the  common  carriers  of  the  world." 

The  trade  of  this  cit3^  was  railed  chiefly  on  the  ruins  of  ANTWEki*,  once  the  mi^ 
ftrefs  of  the  commercial  world,  till  the  fiery  aeal  of  priefts^,  and  the  inA)4ence  of 
military  authority)  trampled  equally  Upoh  the  laws  ot  juftice  and  humanity  v  ahd^ 
iaftly,  upon  commerce,  thefupportof  nations.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  fixtcenth- 
century,  thepoRTUCuEZE  alfo,  from  being  the  greatefl:  traders  to  the  east,  their 
commerce  began  to  decline  ;  which  gave  the  more  room  to  this  new  colony  of  mer- 
chants, who  had  many  of  the  requifites  to  carry  trade  to  its  higheft  pitch,  thougb 
ibeir  country  does  not  produce  one  (Ingle  mbteriai  for  building  ftips. 

The  fame tealbns  whkrh  I  have  afligned  for  the  decline  of  the  trade  of  m  amburo^. 
may  aifo  be  giTen  for  the  prefenc  diminution  of  the  commerce  of  the  u^iteo  pro- 
viKCES*,  for  in  proportion  to  the  flow  in  ibme  eoui\tries,  it  is  iikely  to  ebb  \ti^ 
others.  But  to  thef«  rea(bns  we  may  alfo  add,  that  the  incteafe  of  riches  in  the 
VKITE!>  ^ROViNtES  has  Contributed  to  a  corruption  of  manners  among  the  people,, 
tnd  flatkened  the  reins  of  that  difcipline  by  which  they  acquired  their  wealth.  Ac- 
cording  to  Sir  WILLIAM  TEMI>LE,  the  dutch  had  but  little  foreign  trade,  except 
tjriat  to  the  i^ndies,  till  1670;  and^  in  few  years  after  this  time,  the  fame  authoir* 
obferves,  that  they  began  to  indulge  in  ^n  eKpenfiw  way  of  life,,  which,  made  theiir 
julers  think,  that  fumptuary  laws  were  ncceffary^ 

But  to  confider  things  as  they  yet  ftand^  amsterdaic  ift  aprodigious^ magazine- 
of  timber,  corn>.  wine^  and  many  other  commodes  of  foreign  European  prot- 
^uAion.  The  inhabitants  excel  in  dying,  fugar-baking,  bleaching  of  linen  and  wax,, 
onanufa^ring  of  paper  and  failrcloth,  with  no  inconHderable  quantity  of  (ilk  and 
wool.  Their  whale-fifbery  generally  produces  great  riches,  and  their  ea^t-india 
trade  is  of  the  higheft  importance  to  .them  both  in  Europe  and  asia:  the  article 
of  fpices  only  is  a  mine  of  gold^  which  they  have  preferved  with  more  care  and' 
afllduity, .  than  if  it  had  been  really  fuch.  Here  are  al(b  great  repofitories  of  gold! 
and  filver»  precious  ftones  and  choice  drugs,  from  difierent  parts  of  the  world. 

Ik  regard  to  the  balance  of  trade  between  great  bi^itain  and  the  trNtTED  i^RO- 
vrNcEs,  the  linens,  flax,  fail-cloth,  tiles,  juniper  berries,  &c.  which  this  nmom 
takes  of  the  dutch,  much  exceed  in  value  the  lead,  tin,  tobacco  and  ooala^  which, 
they  take  pf  the  British  fubjcfts. 

I  MUST  not  forget  that  their  herring  fflbery  19  a  fource  of  riches^  at  it  employs  £>> 
great  a  number  of  hands  ^.  Perfons  of  every  age  and  denomination  delight  in  this. 
ibrt  of  food;  there  is  hardly  a  family  in  the  ukited  provinces  but  confumes  a 
barxel.    The  quantities  which  they  fend  to  foreign.ixiarkets  and'convert  into  money,, 

is 

^  In  i6ei  Ihcy  had  1500  huflcs».of  twenty-ihre  totbfety  tatia,  with  a  great  nnmber  orfinall  veffeb. 
lo  1618  it  was  reprefented  to  king  jameii  that  the  outch  employed  three  thoufand  fl&ip>  and  boatf>, 
and  fifteen  thoufand  men  in  this  nmery.    Their  barrels  yfually  weigh  three  handred  weight,  containing, 
cadi  about  one  thoufand  herrings.    It  is  alib  WOrth  obferving^  that  the  rkaHca^  of  late  ycars^, hasrow* 
anadc  a.f  rodigiout  progrela  in  thchcrring-fiihciy  nour  the  utoLiia  coaft» 


It  OF  THE   TRADE   OF  THE   DUTCH,  P«tl 

is  alfo  an  objeft  of  fomc  confeqaence  :  in  whatever  light  we  confider  this  fifliery,  it 
is  of  the  greateft  value  to  them.  One  would  imagine  that  the  happy  fituation  of 
the  BRITISH  fubjcdts  rendered  this  trade  unneceflary  ;  at  Icaft  I  do  not  find  ihat  they 
-ever  did  enjoy  it  in  any  confiderable  degree.  Kihg  james  T.  had  this  bufincfs  under 
confidersition,  as  appears  by  the  acnbaflador  carlton's  letter,  dated  februart 
ibiSj  from  the  hague,  which  gives  us  an  idea  how  things  were  circumftanced  at 
that  time.  As  the  b  r  itish  nation  is  now  making  frefli  endeavours  to  efiablilfa  thiB 
fifhery,  I  will  venture  to  iniert  the  followixig  (hort  extract  of  the  letter  above  men- 
tioned, viz. 

«*  i  FIND  fikcwife  in  the  manner  of  proceeding,  that  treating  by  way  of  propo- 
♦«  fition  here,  notliing  can  be  expefted  but  their  wonted  dilatory  and  evafive  anfwers  j 
^  their  manner  being  to  refer  fuch  propofitions  from  the  states  oenxral  to  the 
**  STATES  OF  HOLLAND.  The  STATES  Of  Hoi.LAND  ukc  advicc  of  R  Certain  councU 
^*  redding  at  delpt,  which  they  call  the  council  of  fishery.  From  them  fuch  an 
<*  anfwer  commonly  comes,  as  may  be  expe£);ed  from  fuch  an  oracle.  The  way 
^*  therefore  (under  correftion)  to  effeft  your  majefty's  intent,  is  to  begin  with  the 
f  ^  fi(hers  themfelves,  by  publithing  ag^inft  the  time  of  their  going  out,  your  refolu- 
^^  tion  at  what  diftancejou  will  permit  them  to  fi(h,  whereby  they  will  haverecourfib 
***  to  their  COUNCIL  of  fishery  \  that  council  to  the  states  of  Holland,  and  thofe 
*•  of  HOLLAND  to^the  states  general,  wIm)  then,  in  place  of  being  fought  unto, 
**  willj  for  contentment  of  their  fufyefts^  fcek  unto  your  majcfty/*  ; 

In  the  time  of  king  cha»les  II.  we  alfo  find  great  refentments  of  the  condudof 
the  dutch  towards  the  enolish  nation  i  the  latter  complaining  at  the  fame  time 
of  their  own  indolence  with  regard  to  the  herring  fifliery.  The  learned  selden 
maintained  the  argument  of  our  excUifive  right  to  fifli,  in  a  treatife  intitled,  mare 
/Clausum  ;  whilA  grotius,  in  behalf  of  the  dutch,  pleads  for  a  mare  liberumc 
which  of  the  two  is  right,  is  not  xny  bu^efs  at  prefent  to  enquire. 

...  It  was  long  imagined  that  the  brithsh  nation  declined  all  attempts  on  this  Bfhery 
from  a  particular  defirc  of  (hewing  the  highcft  regard  to  her  good  friends  and  allies 
the  dutch  ;  but  whatever  their  virtues  are,  or  our  Angular  obligations  to  them, 
they  muft  be  ftnfible,  either  of  our  folly  in  fijhrmitti«g,  our  incapacity  of  hindering, 
or  oqr  juftice  in  acquiefcing.  The  Hollanders  depend  fo  much  on  fiflx  for  their 
iupport,  that  it  ^ould  feem  a  fyftcm  of  politics  grating  to  humanity,  to  ufe  the 
means  which  providence  has  put  into  our  hands,  to  prevent  their  drawing  fuch  fup- 
plies  from  the  fea;  but  we  arc  alfo  led  by  no  Icfs  a  motive  than  fclf-prcfervation, 
and  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  own  poor,  to  provide  for  the  means  of  their  fupport. 

It  is  doubted  byfon^e,  whetl^r  the  ere£tion  of  workhoufcs,  without  finding  new 
ivoRK.fpr.the  poor,  will  fjully  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the  nation;  but  nothing  can 
.^e  more  evident  than  that  the  fifhery,  fuppofing  it  fucceeds,  will  produce  an  in* 
creafe  in  our  (hipping,  an  additional  manofadlory  in  nets>  and  in  general  an  em- 
ployment enth-ely  new,  and  of  fuch  an  extent,  as  may  in  time  take  in  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  poor  of  GREAT  BRITAIN,  men,  women  and  children,  old  and  young; 
for  they  can  all  perform  fome  part  or  other.  It  ought  to  be  prcfumcd  that  the  gen- 
tlemen 


Oiap.  VIL  AND  BANK  OF  AMSTERDAM.  33 

tlemcn  who  have  undertaken  the  care  of  this  fifliery,  will  endeavour  to  furprize  the 
nation  with  the  fuccefs,  anfwer  the  good  intention  of  the  legiflature,  and  convince 
the  world  that  cooftancy  and  perfevtrancc  can  do  any  thing  except  miracles.  We 
Ihould  likewife  confider,  tnatthis  fifliery,  which  is  properly  British,  ought  to  be 
employed  to  the  advantage  of  great  Britain,  if  it  is  prafticable,  as  I  prefume  it 
is.  It  is  at  lead  well  deferving  the  attention  fliewn  it,  and  the  event  can  be  known 
only  by  time.  There  feems  to  be  no  contradiAion  in  the  nature  of  the  thing  why 
it  fhould  not  do  ;  and  if  we  determine  under  providence  that  it  Ihall  fucceed,  mofe 
than  half  the  event  is  fccured. 

To  return  to  what  more  immediately  concerns  the  dutch  ;  pafllng  over  the  y  « 
to  SARDAM  *>,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  what  vaft^  labour  they  execute  by 
means  of  windmills.  Here  they  faw  timber  at  a  very  eafy  rate%  which  occafiona 
their  building  fliips  cheaper  than  in  other  parts.  They  grind  woods,  and  other 
materials  for  dyeing,  make  gunpowder,  and  paper,  of  which  here  are  the  bell  ma- 
jiufadories  of  any  in  holla  no.  Thefe  mills  are  employed  in  many  other  uies. 
This  work  is  performed  by  very  few  hands,  and  the  women  arc  employed  as  well 
as  the  men ;'  which  gives  one  a  ftrong  idea  of  that  induftry  and  ceconomy  from 
whence  the  riches  of  the  united  provikces  arife.  There  are  other  (cenes  where 
the  people  are  not  lefs  aftive.  Many  of  thefc  windmills  coft  confiderable  fums  of 
money,  the  foundation  of  tbem  being  made  in  a  very  expenfive  manner,  as  the 
ground  is  little  better  than  a  mar(h. 

Of  all  the  public  buildings  in  Amsterdam,  either  for  ufc  or  ornament,  the 
town-houfe  *  is  the  mod  dinfl:inguiflied :  the  foundations  of  it  were  laid  in  1648^ 
and  in  fevcn  years  the  building  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  the  magiftrates  took  their 
ftats  in  it.  1  he  latin  infcription  on  a  black  marble  pedeftaU  the  reprefentation 
of  which  cpnftitutes  part  of  the  fubjeft  of  a  relievo,  is  to  this  purpofe: 


4( 


*•  The  united  pro^tinces  of  the  low  countries,  after  having  bravely  fup- 
ported  a  bloody  war  by  fea  and  hnd  in  every  region  of  the  earth,  againft  the 
**  three  philips,  jnoft  powerful  kings  of  spain,  for  more  than  eighty  years,  and 
*'  by  that  m^ans  fecured  their  liberty,  and  the  exercife  of  their  religion,  the  mod: 
"  honourable  burgomafters, 

**  Gerbrant  pancras, 
*'  Jaques  de  graaf, 
«*  Svbrant  valkenier,  and 
*'  Pieter  schaap, 

**  made  the  peace  in  their  magiftracy  in  ^648,  their  fons  and  relations  laying  the 
•*  firft  ftone  of  this  town-houfe,  the  4th  of  November  of  the  fame  year." 

The 

»  Called  alfo  the  yb»  and  by  fomc  the  ya,  about  five'miles  over.  *  The  proper  namcof  this 

place  is  sai«o  am.  «  1  obferved  a  tree  of  eight  or  nine  inches  diameter  faw^  into  thirty-fix 

Ix>ards>  with  great  ^xaAnefs,  ^  Scadt-houfe. 

Vol.  IL    .  F 


^  OF  THE  TRADE  OF  THE  DUTCH,  Partil 

The  dimenfions  of  this  building  are  two  hundred  eighty-two  feet  in  front,  two 
hundred  thirty-two  deep,  and  one  hundred  fixteen.  high,  exclufive  of  the  cupola.  It 
coft  three  millions  of  guilders  \  when  money  was  mor^e  valuable  than  it  is  now :. 
this  may  be  the  more  eafily  reconciled^  if  we  confider  that  no  lefs  than  thirteen 
thoufand  large  piles  were  driven  to  make  a  foundation  for  this  ponderous  burthen. 
Whether  in  this  fum  they  include  all  the  plafonds,  and  other  paintings,  of  which 
here  are  fome  very  valuable,  is  not  eflential  to-our  prefent  purpofe.  Behind  the  feat 
of  the  prefiding  burgomafter  is  a  compliiDental  infcription  in  dutch  verfe,  wrote 
by  c.  HUYGENs,  one  of  their  mod  eminent  poets,  which  feems  to  argue  the  fcnft 
they  had  of  tbefecurc  eftablilhment  of  the  ftatc  at  that  time. 

To  give  a  minute  defcription  of  this  edifice,  would  require  more  labour  and  ob«- 
fcrvation,  thaa^I  had  inclination,  or  leifure,  to  beftow  on  it.  Wc  may  confider  it 
as  a  ver)^  grand  and  ufeful  building,  but  not  elegant  nor  agreeable.  It  contains 
mod  of  the  offices  and  tribunals,  for  the  execution  of  the  laws,  ia  the  fevcral 
branches  of  the  military  as  well  as  civil  governments 

It  is  conftantly  remarked  by  foreigners,  that  the  entrance  of  this  building  is  verf 
•  mean,  and  not  worthy  the  other  parts  of  the  ftrudlure  *,  the  reafon  affigned  for  this 
is,  that  in  confulting  the  flrength  and  ufefulnefs  of  this  work,  the  architect  pur- 
pofely  negleded  the  beauty  of  it.  Had  the  doors  been  proportioned^  they  would 
have  been  more  fubjeft  to  be  forced,  upon  occafion  of  thofe  tumultuous  aflemblies 
of  the  people,  which  are  not  unfrequent  in  this  country  **.  The  ftadthoufe  is  guarded 
during  the  night  by  a  body  of  the  burghers,,  who  are  thus  charged  with  the  care  of 
the  great  refervoir  of  the  wealth  of  the  united  provinces.  In  the  lower  apartments 
of  this  building  is  the  bank,  in  which  are  fuppofed  to  be  depofited  immenfe  treafures : 
the  keys  of  them  are  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  four  regent  burgomafter^.  Some 
report  that  thefe  treafures  amount  to  three  hundred  tons  of  gpld  ;  and  thofe  who 
have  faith  enough  to  think  it  true,  have  this  to  fay,  that  the  value  of  fo  much  gold 
is  not  above  thirty-twomilUonsfterliiig;.  and  the  debt  of  the  united  provinces  is 
yet  larger,  as  1  (hall  have  occafion  to  mention  hereafter.  The  real  fum  here  depo* 
lited,  is  perhaps  not  known  to  any  one  perfon  living  ;  and  even  the  computation  in 
thegrofs,  except  fuch  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  is  kept  as  an  impenetrable  ie- 
cret :  and  no  doubt  there  are  many  good  reafons  why  it  ought  to  be  fo  % 

The  notion  of  credit  fupports  a  great  part  of  the  commercial  intereft  of  mankind ; 
as  it  had  its  original  foundation  in  reality,  the  bufinefs  of  the  world  is  carried  on  by 
means  of  it,  perhaps  as  well  as  if  that  reality  ftill  exifted.  How  long  this  falhion 
will  laft,  I  will  not  prefume  to  foretell,  probably  as  long  as  national  faith.  *Banks 
are  maintained  upon  a  certain  principle  ot  focial  confidence  i  not  fo  much  I  believe 

from 

*  Three  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  ^  In  1525  the  anabaptifts  formed  a  confpiracf,  and  Bx 

hundred  men,  durine  the  night,  forced' the  town-houfe.  A  bureher  took  the  precaution  to  cut  the  ropes 
of  the  bells,  by  whidi  means  he  prevented  the  alarm  from  fpreading,  and  the  rebels  from  ftrengthenmg 
their  numbers  i  fo  that  the  next  day  they  were  taken  in  the  town-houfe,  and  put  to  death.  In  1 535  the 
fanatics  raifed  another  commotion,,  and  ran  naked  into  the  ftreets»  men  and  women,  intending  by  dread- 
61I  cries  to  intimidate  the  inhabitants,  and  feize  on  the  town-honfe ;  but  this  piece  of  extravagant  folJy 
ended  only  in  the  chailif^ment  of  feveral  of  the  promotera  of  it. 

'  They  fay  king  william  III.  was  once  queftioned  on  that  fubjeA,  by  one  who  perhaps  was  not  di-  • 
ftinguiihed  for  his  underftanding.    This  prince  ajofwered  *[  Can  you  keep  a  fccret  V\ 
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From  any  good  opinion  v^hich  men  have  of  each  other's  juftice,  as  from  a  mutual 
tye  of  intereft,  and  to  prevent  that  diftrefs  which  might  follow^  fliould  the  knot  be 
once  untyed. 

The  bank  of  Amsterdam  diflfers  very  much  from  that  of  London.  In  the  firft, 
all  the  cafli  is  lodged  without  paying  any  intereft  ;  in  the  laft,  as  great  fums  are  ac- 
knowledged to  be  lent  to  the  governmentt  which  pays  intereft ;  that  intereft  is  again 
paid  to  the  proprietors  of  the  ftock. 

As  the  tank  of  aimstetldam  receives  only  the  beft  and  pureft  coin  or  bullion  ; 
the  bank-money,  as  properly  denominated,  bears  a  premium  of  four  or  five  per 
cent,  more  than  the  current  n)oney.  If  a  man  is  defirous  to  realize  his  eftate,  he 
fells  his  bank-money  f6r  current  money,  with  greater  facility  than  we  fell  bank- 
Hock.  Here  they  make  payments  after  the  manner  of  the  bank  of  Venice  %  viz. 
ty  transfer  in  the  books  of  the  bank  from  the  credit  of  one  to  the  credit  of  another  z 
thefe  transfers  are  made  by  the  perfonal  appearance  of  the  transferrer ;  by  his  order, 
for  which  there  are  printed  forms  •,  or  by  virtue  of  his  power  of  attorney.  No  coin 
or  fpecie  whatfoever,  when  once  delivered  into  the  bank,  is  paid  out  again,  unle^ 
in  cafes  of  depoHtes,  where  the  identical  gold  or  filver  is  reclaimed  by  him  who 
cjelivered  it  in,  and  for  that  purpofe  he  has  a  pernrit,  renewable  every  fix  months, 
t)therwife  to  become  invalid  5  in  the  laft  cafe  the  cafli  or  bullion  fo  delivered,  is 
blended  with  the  common  ftock,  and  transferable  only  in  the  manner  akcady  men- 
tioned. The  accounts  which  are  kept  by  the  bank  are  remarkably  regular  and  true, 
which  is  indeed  the  more  eflential  as  here  are  no  bank-notes;  fo  that  the  merchant 
or  other  creditor,  has  only  to  confer  occafionally,  in  order  to  fee  that  his  accounts 
agree  with  thofc  of  the  bank  books.  1  ho*  this  bank  pays  no  intereft,  yet  it  re- 
ceives intereft  for  the  fums  lent  to  the  east  and  west  india  companies  ;  lb  that 
thefe  companies  trade,  in  fome  meafure,  for  account  of  the  ftate.  ITie  city  is  thus 
connected  with  the  bank,  as  being  fo  immediately  under  the  dlreftion  of  the  chief 
burgomafters ;  fo  it  is  alio  bound  for  the  Lombard  *,  where  monies  are  lent  on  the 
fecuriry  of  all  kinds  of  merchandize  at  a  low  intereft. 

The  large  fums  of  money  which  have  been  lent  to  the  d«0Tch  government,  arc 
intirely  independent  of  this  bank  ;  the  revenues  of  the  refpeftive  provinces  being 
engaged  as  a  fecurity  for  fuch  fums,  and  for  which  they  give  bonds.  Thefe  debts 
have  been  made  into  a  ftock,  which  bearing  a  reafonable  intereft,  was  at  firft  above 
'^par  -,  but  that  ftock  being  taxed,  or  more  properly  the  intereft  reduced,  and  not 
always  paid  in  a  punctual  manner,  the  principal  is  fallen  under  par.  This  being 
confidered  as  a  kind  of  violation  of  national  faith,  .nece0arily  finks  the- Credit  of  the 
.ftate. 

Thouch  the  public -intereft. in  <GRE  AT  3RITAIN  is  alia  reduced,  it  is  not  felt  in 
-this'  manner  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  principal  ftock,  which  is  a  token  of  great  pro- 
perty, is  lat-ely  much  increaied  in  value  ^  whilft  the  dutch  are  obliged  to  fubmit, 

F  2  not 

■'The  bank  of  Venice  is  the  more  ancient  of  the  two,  and  probably  ferved  as  a  model  to  this  of  am- 
£SSSRDA>f.  ^  Lbmbaert,  as  denominated  b.y  the  dvtcji. 
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not  only  to  the  redudion  of  ihtereft,  but  alfo  to  the  diminution  of  the  value  of  the 
j^rincipal. 

With  regard  to  the  government  of  Amsterdam,  the  fubjeft  has  been  cxhaufted 

by  other  writers,     I  will  only  take  notice  that  there  are  twelve  burgomafters  who. 

change  by  rotation,  and  of  thefe,  four  are  regents  annually,  one  of  the  former  year 

always  remaining.     Proper  officers  are  appointed  to  attend  thefc  burgomafters^  wha 

are  in  moft  refpefts  of  very  great  \vcight,  as  the  chief  direftors  in  this  popular  <^o- 

vernment.     As  the  fenate  has  the  Icgiflative,  the  burgomafters  have,  for  the  moft 

part,  the  executive  power  j  and  their  influence  is  neccffarily  the  caufe  of  cheir  being 

.neld  in  the  higheft  veneration.     The  original  frame  of  this  govemmer.r,  fcems  to 

.have  been  founded  in  the  inclinations  of  the  common  people,  and  their  rulers  eleded 

by  their  fuffragc;  but  as  liberty  in  low  minds  is  natufally  apt  to  breed  hcentioufnefs^, 

and  confequently  to  deftroy  itfelf  j  it  was,  in  procefs  of  time,  found  necelThry  to 

.confine  thpfe  elections  to  particular  bodies ;  that  is  in  faft  for  the  magiftrates  to 

cbufe  themfelves:  this  alfo  has  produced  its  evils,  and  occafioned  jealoufies  and 

tumults,  to  which  we  may  add,  inftability,  and  confequently  the  infecurity  of  the 

!ftate. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  Amsterdam,  I  muft  obferve  to  the  honour  of  the- 
DUTCH,  that  as  they  acknowledge  themfelves  to  be  a  colony  of  merchants;  and 
that  civil  government  is  eflential  to  trade  j  they  do  not  think  the  civil  offices  con- 
temptible \  nor  do  pcrfons  of  high  rank,  from  indolence,  or  a  falfe  delicacy,  de- 
cline thefe  offices,  and  leave  them  to  the  inferior  inhabitants.  It  might  be  wifhed 
that  LONDON,  whofe  chief  glory  is  her  trade,  paid  the  fame  regard  to  the  offices  of 
.  civil  ^oeconomy :  it  is  true,  fomc  of  the  moft  confiderable  citizens  have  lately  taken* 
the  virtuous  refolution  of  ferving  the  community  in  this  eiTential  point  i  and  it  may 
be  hoped  that  others  will  follow  their  example. 
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Comparifon  of  the  deH  of  the  united  provinces  tuUb  that  of  great  Britain. 
^he  fituation  of  hK  itish  fubje&s  in  regard  to  their  debt.  The  rediiSion  of  national 
inter  eft.     Moral  refieSlons  on  the  motives  to  acononrf. 

FR  OM  the  confideration  of  the  enormous  debt  of  the  united  provinces,  and 
the  prefcnt  condition  of  the  dutch,  the  tranfition  is  natural  to  that  of  my  own. 
country.  The  circumftances  of  great  Britain  arc  incomparably  better  than  thofe 
of  the  united  provinces  •,  the  immoveable  eftate  of  the  latter  is  not  computed  one 
fortieth  part  fo  good  as  ours,  though  thiir  debt,  at  the  loweft  computation,  is  faid 
to  be  half  as  great,  and  before  the  late  war  was  near  equal  •.  It  is  remarkable  that, 
in  order  to  fave  their  money,  the  dutch  plead  poverty,  and  report  their  d^bt  to  be 
rather  greater,  than  fome  apprehend  it  really  to  be.  However,  I  think  it  will  ap- 
pear to  the  inquifitive  world,  that  in  regard  to  venality,  and  the  want  of  public 

**  Fcor  httoditd  xnillions  of  florins,  or  near  forty  millions  fterling. 


mirp.,yb\j^^.W 
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Jove,  the  people  of  the  UNitED  provinces  exceed  thofe  of  great  Britain. 
Whether  1  am  partial  to  my  own  country,  ^nd  that  the  teft  of  this  opinion  will  de- 
pend  on  which  nation  falls  Brft,  we  muft  leave  to  futurity. 

The  dangerous  power  exercifed  amongft  the  dutch,  was  demonftrated  by  the 
conduct  of  thtrir  rulers  in  the  late  war,  and  again  by  the  occafional  tumults  of  the 
common  people :  it  is  ftill  a  dangerous  exercife  of  power,  whether  a  mob  or  a  ma« 
giftrate  governs  without  law.  But  in  any  cafe,  that  date  would  hardly  fubmit  to  a 
fponge  without  a  civil  commotion  :  an  attempt  to  wipe  off  their  debt  would  proba* 
biy  involve  them  in  a  greater  diftrefs,  than  the  heavy  contributions  of  the  opulent^ 
which  are  neceffary  for  the  relief  of  it. 

At  the  clofe  of  king  William's  war  the  province  of  Holland  was  engaged 
only  for  fixty  millions  of  guilders  ^.  It  was  in  this  reign  that  great  Britain  began 
to  contra^  debts  I  know  not  if  it  is  worth  the  pains  to  examine,  how  we  came  to 
be  fo  deep  in  debt,  unlefs  that  enquiry  can  diminifh  it:  perhaps  the  rapid  progrcfs 
of  this  NECESSARY  EVIL  is  owing  to  the  ambition  of  thehoufe  of  bourbon,  which, 
has  been  the  occafion  of  expenfive  wars.  We  know  that  the  ambition  of  that  very 
boufe  has  involved  france  in  the  fame  difficulty,  perhaps  in  no  lefs  a  degree  v 
whild  property  in  an  arbitrary  government  cannot  be  fo  fecure  as  it  is  in  a  free  ftate : 
confequently  the  people  of  fiance  are  fo  far  in  a  worfe  condition,  in  refpeft  to  the* 
debt  of  their  government,  than  the  British  fubjefts.  But  may  we  impute,  this  ac- 
cident, with  regard  to  ourfelvcs,  to  the  facility  with  which  ncccffities  or  expences  are 
created,  when  men  know  where  there  is  a  fund  to  fupply  them  ;  or  to  a  corruption 
of  manners,  and  the  profufe  luxuries,  which  are  became  fafhionable  f  Be  this  as  itr 
may,  it  muft  be  obvious  to  every  difpalTionate  enquirer,  that  the  increafe  of  pro-  I 
perty  by  trade,  is  a  concomitant  caufe  of  the  increafe  of  the  national  debt  in  great  i 

BRITAIN^ 

V/e  find  political  writers  differ  very  much  in  their  fentiments;  and,  from  the- 
comparifon  of  the  paft  and  prefcnt  times,  draw  very  diflFerent  conclufions  :  this  mufti 
Beceffarily  happen,  whenever  we  compare  things,  which  are  not  the  proper  objeft 
of  comparifon.  It  is  very  plain,  that,  before  the  revolution,  the  British  nation) 
was  not  incumbered  with  a  debt :  it  is  now  deeply  immerged,  and  engaged  to  pay 
a  very  lar^e  fum  annually  in  intereft^^;  and  yet,  I  hope,  no  one  will  doubt,  that 
GREAT  BRITAIN  is  at  Icaft:  as  rich  and  powerful  a  nation  now,  as  it  was  then*. 
The  oeconomy  of  the  ftate^  and  of  the  people,  muft  confequently  have  taken  a  very 
different  turn.  Our  wars  have  been  more  expenfive,,  becaufe  honefty  and  national 
love  have- been  lefs  in  fafhion*.  lerhaps,  with  more  oeconomy,  we  might  have 
faved  a  confiderable  quantity  of  coin  and  bullion,  which  have  been.fbitout.Qf  the 

.    nation  : 

^  Six  millions  of  pounds.  ^  To  what  other  caufe  can  we  innpate  our  wars  being  more  expenfive 

now  than  they  were  formerly  ?  The  value  of  things  is  not  increafed  beyond  the  proportion  of  the  increafe 
of  riches.  As  we  are  now  better  able  to  pay  a  tax  of  fix  millions,  than  formerly  of  three  or  four  ;  if  that 
which  cod  only^  three  or  four,  is  now  worth  fix,  there  is  no  greater  occafion  to  make  war  more  expenfive,. 
'  in  proportion  to  oUr  revenue?,  now,  than  there  was  then  :  unlefs  we  come  back  to  the  fame  argument,, 
that  the  formidable  efforts  of  i  range  have  put  us  under  a  necefSty  of  preparing  greater  fleets  and  armies^ 
than  formerly.  U  would  be  very  well  if  wc  could  prove  from  thcgnce,  that  the  piS)IiQ  is  treated  ai  pxefcnt. 
with  as  great  ref|>e£t  as'cvejr  it  was. . 
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nation  :  but  all  this  time  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  fuch  coin  and  bullion  is 
bot  a  fmail  part  oif  our  riches.  I  know  not  what  computation  is  made  of  the  ex- 
port  of  It  on  the  account  of  war  ;  but  Iqueftion  if  the  whole  value  of  the  coin  and 
bullion  now  in  the  nation  amounts  to  four  per  cent«  on  our  national  dock. 

Wars,  thoUghthey  are  the  chafftifcments  of  heaven,  are  alfo  great  incentives  to 
induftry,  and  ci*eate  a  more  diffufive  circulation  of  money.  The  fame  induftry  and 
circulation,  are,  among  others,  great  caufes  of  the  accumulation  of  our  national 
debt ;  and  this  debt  has  alfo  created  a  more  extenfive  accumulation  of  property  ^ : 
thefe  feem  to  have  afted  reciprocally  on  each  other ;  whilft  the  nation,  as  I  juft 
obferved,  has  certainly  acquired  a  great  increafe  in  riches  by  the  general  balance  of 
lier  trade. 

Hbwce  it  arifes  that  fo  much  money  isbrought  to  market  to  be  difpofed  of  to  the 
government  upon  very  eafy  terms.  Nothing  can  be  plainer  than  this,  that  if  we 
were  to  lofe  upon  the  general  balance  of  our  commerce,  money  would  rife  in  value 
in  proportion  H)  fuch  \oh.  But  all  things  have  their  bounds :  the  very  increafe  of 
private  property  would  render  the  condition  of  the  nation  the  more  calamitous^ 
ihould  the  legiflature,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the  great  merchant  of  the  ftate, 
tntcT  into  fuch  deep  engagements  as  to  become  bankrupt :  for  if  the  government 
Ifves  upon  the  principal,  without  fixing  certain  bounds,  it  will  not  fignify  that  the 
people  Hve  on  the  intcreft,  fince  their  mutual  prefcrvation  is  infcparabiy  conneftcd. 

From  this  general  poficion  it  maybe  deduced,  that  although  the  public  debt  has 
been  the  caufc  of  public  taxes,  yet  it  is  owing  alfo  to  the  famecaufe,  that  thoufands 
have  lived  upon  the  imereft  of  their  money,  when  they  muft  have  otherwife  en- 
croached upon  the  principal ;  and,  impoveriHung  themfelves,  have  done  more  in- 
jury to  the  ftate,  than  it  now  fufFers  by  the  public  debt  ^  becaufe  the  ftate  has  (6 
enlarged  a  credit  beyond  any  private  perfoa. 

According  to  the  prefent  circumftances  of  things,  a  public  debt  is  undoubtedly 
a  benefit  j  but  ours  is  too  large :  the  great  point  is  to  obferve  the  due  meafure  and 
<lcgree  of  it.  Thirty  or  forty  millions  may  be  always  convenient ;  and,  if  the  ftate 
ihould  require  fo  much  in  time  of  war,  even  fifty  or  fixty  millions  may  be  fup- 
portable  without  danger  to  the  conftitution.  There  is  a  certain  proportion  of  taxes, 
beyond  which  the  inhabitants  will  nor,  or  cannot  pay,  without  -danger  to  their  li- 
berty. If  our  debt  fliould  ever  exceed  a  fum,  for  which  the  government  cannot  pay 
a  PROPER  intereft,  without  exafting  heavier  taxes,  than  fuch  as  we  are  fuppofing  to 
be  confiftent;  though  liberty  may  not  be  endangered  to  the  prefent  generation,  yet 
we  muft  entail  fuch  an  encumbrance  on  pofterky,  as  will  hardly  confift  with  their 
freedom. 

The  BR.ITISH  nation  is  now  faid  to  owe  eighty  millions  :  in  cafe  of  a  war  this 
may  be  enlarged  to  an  hundred,  or  an  hundred  and  twenty  millions ;  the  inrereft  of 
which,  though  at  three  and  half  per  ccnL  is  four  millions  two  hundred  thoufand 

pounds. 

"•  E.  g.  If  Ac  government  bays  (jf  me  for  one  theufard  pounds  value,  wliat  T  (hould  not  otfaemiTe  have 
iM  for  above  feven  or  eight  bandred,  the  national  debt  is  increafed;  but  fo  is  tny  property  mlfb. 
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pounds-  So  vaft  a  principal  (um  would  necefiarily  alarm  the  creditors  on  CT^rji^  oc* 
caiion  of  the  lead  danger.  In  proportion  as  that  alarm  increafed,  public  love  among 
the  people  would  be  changed  into  a  timorous  felf-love,  and  a  looking  out  each'for 
bimielf ;  .and  the.ftate  might  thus  be  reduced  to  bankruptcy. 

The  prefcnt  rcduftion  of  intcreft  to  a  ftandard  cf  three  and  half  per  cent,  feems 
to  have  ail  the  marks  of  a  judicious  and  equitable  policy  ;  but  if  we  were  to  go 
much  lower,  the  quellion  is,  if  the  ftate  would  not  fufFer  more  by  thediftrefs  of  in- 
dividualsy  than  benefit  by  a  faving  in  this  manner?  Suppoiing  a  farther  reduAion 
ihould  no  ways  injure  the  national  credit,  yet  ic  would  fall  too  hard  upon  thofe  who 
have  no  other  poflfible  dependance  than  that  of  national  intereft.;  confequeotlyexpt- 
dicnts  of  a  more  general  nature  feem  eligible.  Annuities  on  lives,  for  inftance,. 
have  been  recommended ;  thefe  appear  betteV  for  the  ftate  than  the  people;  and  yet 
numbers  would  accept  of  annuities ''.     If  the  nation  has  patience  to  wait  for  twenty 

.  yeaw,.  we  may  perhaps  fee  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  this  debt  paid  ofF^  in  the  me- 
thod already  eftablifhed  ;  perfaapsi^  we  Ihall  be-  able  to  fupportourfelves  with  honor 
and  lafety  in  fo  long  a  peace,  or  the  accumulated  ftrength  of  our  neighbours  may 
not,  at  the  expiration  of  thartime,  render  it  neceflary  to  fwdl  the  debt  as  great  as. 

>:  ;t  was  before,  and  entail  this  incumbrance  on  pofterity.. 

Op  the  two  evil»  However,  the  more  fpeedy  diminution  of  the  debt  appears  the* 
mod  eligible,  fuppofing  that  it  would  tend  moft  to  the  fecurity  of  this  vaft  pro- 
perty.    It  is  not  a  fufficient  confolation  to  thofe  who  extend  their  views  beyond  the 
prefent  hour,  nor  yet  confiftent  with  the  dignity  of  the  nation  to  fay,  '^  that*,  ib  long^ 
•'^  as  the  government  exifts,  the  public  fecurity  of  the  funds  will  be  fopported/*  As 
a  commercial  nation,  we  ought  to  calculate  better^  than  to  run  a  rifk  greatly  exceed- 
ing all  the  advantages  we  can  poffibly  propofe.     This,  is*  putting  the  diing  upon  ». 
dangerous  and^ fallacious  iflue  ;  for  it  feems  muchJefs  difficult  to  inmginea  conti- 
nuance of  the  independency  of  the  nation,  through*  the  viciffitudes  to  which  it  is 
fubjedb ;  than  of  the  fupport  of  the  public  credit,  through  the  neceifities  to  which^. 
the  government  may  be  reduced  ;  efpecially  if  we  ihould  be  foon  involved  in  ano^ 
tber  formidable  war,  that  may  fliake  the  foundations  of  this  conftitutioo. 

Though  gr^at  Britain  has  juff  grounds  to  complain  of  her  vices  and  im* 
.  nioralitiess  there  feems  to  be  religion  and  virtue  enough  left  in  the  iOand,  ta* 
create  a  fubmiffion  to  the  difpen&tions  of  providence,  even  in  a  cafe  fo  fhocking, 
as  that  of  plunging  eighteen  or  twenty  thoufand  people,  with  ten  times  as  many 
more  who  are  their  dependents^  and  the  meaneft  of  them  above  the  labouring  pare 
of  the  peoplci  at  one  ftroke  into  the  loweft  poverty.  But  the  evil  would  be  ex- 
tended to  very  remote  confequences,  whilft  the  national  ftock  would*  not  bern  the 
leaft  increafed  •,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  foreigners  who  have  their  money  in  our  hands, 
muft  alfo  fiubmit  to  fee  us  turn  bankrupts,  and  at  the  fame  time  hold  fuch  a  rich^ 
landed  cAa^  as.  oups,  unengaged  for  any  future  payment.    WJiat  politicians  are 

thefcf 

*  It  may  bedoabted  which  of  the  two  is  the  greater  evil,  to  fuffer  the  dimiotttiba  of  intereft,. during^ 
life,  or  the  lofs  of  the  principal  after  death.  Where  there  are  no  families  in  the  cafe,  the  latter  feems  the.* 
moft  eligible,  otherwife  it  would  certainly  be  a  lefs  evil  to  faffer  a  redudion  of  our  revenues  withoataffed^- 
tog  the  principal,  than  foe  a  man's  children  to  be  plunged  into  povertjr. 
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thefc  who  fappofc  this  nation  fo  corrupt  as  to  run  fuch  a  rifle  without  any  general 
benefit  ?  1  he  property  of  the  merchants  is  in  a  great  meafure  connefted  with  the 
public  credit ;  if  that  credit  ftould  fail,  what  an  immenfe  circulation  would  ceafc  ! 
what  a  wound  would  our  commerce  receive,  !n  coiifcquence  of  the  lofs  of  that  ima- 
ginary wealth  which  is  now  as  good  as  real ! 

It  is  true,  we  have  an  example  in  france  of  no  antient  date,  of  a  large  national 
debt  being  paid  withafponge:  but  France  vas,  and  ftill  is,  under  arbitrary 
power  ;  the  honor  of  individuals  is  coniequently  at  a  much  lower  ebb  than 
among  us ;  and  what  could  w£  expeft  for  fo  national  a  crime  as  this»  but  the  ten- 
fold curfe  of  defpotic  rule  ? 

No  man  of  common  modefty,  or  common  fcnfe,  will  pretend  to  fay  that  a  nation^ 
computed  upon  a  fair  calculation  to  be  worth  from  fix  hundred  to  eight  hundred 
millions,  cannot  pay  off  half  a  debt  of  eighty  millions  The  poffibility  is  apparent  i 
the  great  point  is,  to  levy  fuch  an  equal  tax  as  (hall  not  diftrefs  the  poor,  nor  leave 
the  rich  any  just  caufe  of  complaint.  Whatever  is  done,  ought  to  be  calculated 
for  the  main  end  in  view,  which  is  the  prefervation  of  liberty,  in  the  manner  moft 
prafticable  and  agreeable  t6  the  genius  of  the  people.  The  debt  was  contraftcd  to 
fupply  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  and  to  proteft  the  whole  body  of  the  nation  ;  the 
whole  body  of  the  nation  then  are  obliged  to  repay  it;  and  if  the  ftate  requires  it, 
not  by  taxes  on  the  common  people,  but  according  to  the  proportions  of  the  aAual 
poflR'flions  of  every  individual  ^y  in  fuch  a  manner  as  ihould  not  appear  in  the  leaft 
degree  deftrudive  of  liberty.  Thofc  who  urge  that  great  part  of  this  fum  has  been 
devoured  in  bribes,  unjuft  accounts,  and  a  whole  lift  of  crying  enormities  under  paft 
adminiftrations,  fay  very  little  to  the  purpofe  ;  lor  if  this  is  not  true,  the  argument 
amounts  to  nothing  mere  than  a  calumnious  report ;  and  if  it  is  true,  though  we 
muft  own  they  are  injuries  committed  againft  the  whole  community,  yet  they  are 
injuries  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  the  whole  community  are  anfwerable  for  them  to 
themfelves,  and  mtift  for  their  own  fakes  make  good  the  confequences  of  them. 

Men  who  think  foberiy  on  this  fubjeft,  will  hardly  conceive  that  a  British  go- 
vernment has  ever  entertained  fo  impious  a  thought,  as  to  mean  to  annul  this  debt  i 
or  that  any  party  fecretly  wi(h  for  it;  confequently  all  political  predictions  on 
this  principle  ought  to  be  treated  as  di(honor.ible  reveries,  and  melancholy  delufions. 
We  ought  rather  to  fuppofe.  that  the  landed  as  well  as  moiiied  interelt  of  the  nation, 
mean  to  pay  off  this  debt  in  fuch  a  necefTary  proportion,  as  will  ftrengthen  our  cre- 
dit, already  fo  juftly  fuperior  to  that  of  any  other  nation. 

That  great  Britain  is  immenfely  rich,  is  indubitable.  A  land  tax  of  one  fhil* 
ling  produces  half  a  million  to  the  crown  ;  and  if  the  affefTment  was  juft  and  equal, 
and  the  charge  of  colleAing  reduced,  it  would  then  amount  to  a  whole  million  :  it 
follows,  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the  proprietors  of  land  only,  arc  twenty  mil- 
lions ;  confequently  at  the  moderate  computation  of  twenty  years  purchafe,  the  va- 
lue is  four  hundred  millions ;  may  not  the  annual  induftry  of  this  nation  be  deemed 

'  equal 

'  Even  one  per  cent,  per  annam  on  real  property,  exdufiire  of  other  taxes,  would,  in  fix  or  eight  yean, 
[BOdace  a  vaft  treafim. 
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TqvtsA  to  the  produce  of  above  half  as  much  more ;  not  to  mention  theplaCe,  jewekt 
money^  minef  and  houfes  *  i 

On  the  other  hand^  If  the  proprietors  in  good  earned  felt  the  evil  at  their  doors, 
mnd  that  they  are  the  real  debtors,  and  fubjeft  to  b^  arretted  by  cacK  other :  if  they 
were  in  danger  of  fequeftration  by  civil  war,  or  in  confequence  of  foreign  invafion, 
how  greatly  would  this  valuation  fink!  I  am  not  verfed  in  political  arithmetic,  but 
t  will  fuppofe  the  value  in  queftion  to  be  only  (ix  hundred  millions  in  the  whole  % 
would  not  a  gradual  diminution,  or  rather  change  of  property  of  five  or  fix  in  the 
hundred  of  this  national  ftock,  in  the  fpace  of  eight  or  ten  years,  and  I  hope  there 
is  no  danger  of  being  involved  in  a  war  fooner,  be  a  lefs  evil  than  to  continue  fo 
-deeply  in  debt  as  we  now  are  ?  Would  not  this  method  enrich  the  proprietors  of 
the  ninety-four  parts  ?  By  this  means  all  taxes  on  every  branch  of  trade,  and  on 
every  article  of  confumption,  would  be  diminiftied  in  fo  great  a  degree,  that  thcfc 
ninety  four  parts  would  be  then  more  valuable  than  the  hundred  are  now  ^.  If  this 
can  be  demonftrated,  we  feem  to  be  in  the  circumftances  of  that  mifer  who  offered 
a  ihilling  to  be  bled  >  but  the  furgeon  demanding  half  a  crown,  before  the  conteft 
was  decided,  the  man  died.  This  may  be  our  cafe,  for  we  are  fubjed  to  a  politi* 
cal,  as  well  as  a  natural  death. 

Something  of  this  fort  would  certainly  be  brought  into  execution,  if  every  pro- 
prietor would  fay  to  his  own  heart,  *^  I  am  Battering  myfelf  into  a  belief  that  I  owe 
♦*  nothing,  when  I  really  owe  a  tenth  part  of  my  cftate  j  which  if  I  dp  not  offer  to 
*•  pay  off  in  part,  though  the  government  fliould  not  compel  me  to  ir,  the  danger 
*'  my  childre-n  are  expofed  to  of  lofing  the  whole,  is  greater  than  the  inconvenience 
^^  of  paying  my  Ihare  at  this  time.  Can  I  anfwer  it  to  my  confcience  to  leave  the 
**  poor  to  pay  my  debt  from  their  daily  labour?  Is  it  poflibic  they  can  pay  it 
♦*  whilft  the  taxes  do  little  more  than  anfwer  the  intereft  of  this  debt,  ai>d  the  cur* 
^*  rent  annual  expence  of  the  government  in  time  of  peace  ?" 

The  reader  may  laugh  at  the  expreflion  my  debt,  till  he  confiders  that  the  term 
MY  COUNTRY  in  this  land  of  liberty  is  adopted  as  proper  *,  the  firft  indeed  means  a 
deprivation  of  a  good,  as  the  laft  implies  the  pofTelfion  of  one.  The  debt  of  the 
public  is  certainly  a  debt  of  a  number  of  individuals ;  but  becaufe  every  one  con* 
liders  the  fum  in  the^rofs,  and  thinks  but  with  repugnance  on  his  proportion  of  it^ 
the  mind  being  loft  on  the  one  fide  in  the  greatnefs  of  the  idea,,  and  diftrefied  on  the 
«ther  by  the  painfuinefs  of  it,  turns  to  fome  other  ubjed. 

Are  we  not  bound,  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  power  and  fortune  we  pof- 
Tefs,  to  aA  as  if  this  debt  was  our  own,  in  the  common  fenfe  of  the  word  >  If  ever/ 
fiiember  of  the  body  politic  thus  confidered  himfelf,  he  could  not  with  common  ho 
«)efty  avoid  being  anxious  to  clear  himfelf  of  his  fliare,  in  a  neceflary  proportion,  as 

already 

*  Some  profefied  calculators  make  the  reveniies  fot  th^  foppprt  of  tbe  people  and  die  gorcrmneat  fbrty^ 
•three  millions,  which  correTponds  with  the  fuppoiition  I  have  made  above* 

'^'The  vaft  expence  this  »>vernment  is  at  in  collecting  taxes  would  revert  into  the  nationat  treafuriea^ 
«s  well  as  the  labour  of  colledlQrSi  who  maft  find  a  dii&feot  employment. 

Vol,  II  G 
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already  obferved}  and  to  exert  his  utmoft  abilities  that  others  (bould  perform  their 
duty  in  like  manner,  and  make  felf-love  and  focial  the  fame  common  principle. 

Though  the  riches  of  fome,  or  the  poverty  of  others,  may  make  them  repugnant 
K>  the  receipt  of  any  part  of  their  principal  money  ;  and  chough  it  may  be  imagined 
that  national  funds  which  pay  incereft  are  national  benefits  •,  yet  it  feems  to  be  a 
glaring  abfurdity,  that  we  had  better  remain  so  deep  in  debt,  than  difcharge  aut 
PART  of  it  *,  unlefs  we  had  at  the  fame  time  a  finking  fund  annually  accumulating, 
and  devoted  to  the  fupport  of  a  war,  or  any  imporunt  call  of  the  nation.  Such  a 
fund  can  hardly  be  fuppofed,  for  then  the  government  would  pay  a  large  intercft  for 
a  fum  lying  dead,  out  of  pure  love  to  fuch  people  who  might  be  ignorant  how  ta 
employ  their  money  in  any  other  way.  It  is,  I  prefume,  moft  natural  to  imagine,, 
that  the  Icfs  we  owe,  the  higher  intereft  the  public  can  afford  to  give  upon  an  emer- 
gency :  for  that  emergency  we  ought  to  be  ready:  we  know  it  will  come:  if  we 
)iidge  from  the  experience  of  paft  ages,  it  is,  humanly  fpeaking,  as  certain  as  death, 
though  we  know  not  the  time  of  either.  Money  is  plenty  now,  but  experience 
does  not  warrant  its  being  fo  in  cime  of  war;  on  the  contrary,  an  unprofitable  peace 
is  fometimes  fubmitted  to,  merely  for  want  of  money,  though  we  are  at  the  fame 
time  fo  rich  a  nation  ;  which  proves  how  the  want  of  public  love  may  fubyert  a 
monarchy.  The  higher  intereft  the  nation  gives,  the  greater  fums  it  can  raife », 
and  confequently  whUft  money,  as  well  as  good  foldiers,  is  confefifedly  the  finews: 
of  war,  the  fairer  we  bid  for  a  fecure  and  kfting  peace 

Perhaps  it  may  be  alfo  founds  that  this  debt,  as  is  generally  experienced  among 
private  men,  wounds  the  oeconomy  of  the  ftate  i  if  it  does  not  prevent  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  Ihips  of  war  being  conftantly  employed;  as  might  tead  to  the  better  fupport 
of  our  naval  ftrength. 

What  but  the  confideration  of  this  debt  could:  have  fo  long  induced  a  nation  famed 
through  the  world  for  humanity,  to  raife  a  tax  on  the  miferable  poor,  for  the  liberty 
of  deftroying  themfelves  with  liquid  fire,  whilft  it  became  a  provocation  to  them  to  * 
deftroy  others  alfo,  and.  endanger  the  very  foundations  of  fociety  I 

From  hence  it  mud  appear  of  how  great  importance  it  is  to  diminish  a  national 
debt,  when  we  fee  fo  ftriking  an  inftance  of  the  neceflitics  of  a  government  arifing 
from  that  debt.  No  one  will  pretend  to  fay  that  a  minifter,  who  is  a  man  of  fenfo 
and  humanity,  could  be  either  ignorant  or  carelefs  in  this  refpe£t.  Is  it  howevec 
poflTible  that  a  minifter  fliould  fee  the  people  indifferent  wich  relation  to  the  public, 
and  without  any  fcruple  enriching  themfelves  beyond  the  due  meafure  out  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  without  being  alarmed  I  A  miniftry  leis  moderate  and  difinterefted  than 
the  prefent,  might  be  almoft  tempted  to  confider  the  government  and  the  people  in 
a  diftin6l  view  :  for  what  is  more  according  to  the  corruption  of  the  human  heart 
than  this,  that  when  a  people  do  not  obferve  their  duty  with  regard  to  the  govern- 
ment, the  government  ihould  have  the  lefs  tendernefs  for  the  people  ?  Is  not  this. 
confideration  fufficient  to  rouze  a  nation  to  a  fenfc  of  virtue  ? 

Therb. 

*  The  contrary  is  maintained  by  fome,  bat  tbat  can  be  only  in  time  of  peace  and-  fafety,  and  at  be&.. 
j^oves  only  that  the  people  know  not  how  to  employ  all  their  money.  / 
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There  are  without  doubt  many  political  points  of  uni^erfal  concernment  to  a  na« 
tion,  and  yet  not  eafy  to  be  underftood.  It  is  the  buGnefs  only  of  a  few  to  know  aH 
the  fecret  fprings  which  move  a  government;  hence  we  may  juftly  entertain  a  jea- 
loufy  of  our  private  apprehenfions.  Some  points  however  will  be  canvafl^d,  whe- 
ther they  are  underftood  or  not :  every  body  can  talk,  chough  fome  may  not  clearly 
underftand  their-  own  meaning, 

,  « 

We  ought  to  thank  heaven  for  what  is  ialready  done  towards  our  relief.  By  the 
particular  countenance  ftiewn  by  the  miniftry,  and  the  generous  efforts  of  the  pa- 
triot CITIZEN,  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt  is  reduced^  There  were  fomc 
ftruggles  in  obtaining  this  necefTary,  great,  and  valuable  point.  That  patriot  citi- 
zen will  not,  I  fear,  live  to  fee  his  fcheme  carried  into  execution  in  all  its  parts. 
The  reduftion  of  intereft  feems  to  be  in  effeft  a  fumptuary  law,  which  ought  to  ex- 
tend to  all  ranks  and  (»-ders. 

I  PRESUME  that  men  even  in  the  greateft  offices,  profefs  to  be  no  more  than  fer- 
vants  of  the  peopde ;  the  foundation  of  a  free  government  fuppofes  the  firft  regard 
due  to  them:  confcquently  if  the  neceffities  of  the  people,  for  the  fupport  of  the 
ftate,  require  their  living  lower  in  their  rank  ;  thofe  whom  they  enable  to  live  in 
fplendor,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  refpeftivc  offices  in  the  ftate,  ought  in  afl 
reason  to  contribute  in  proportion  ;  for  this  plain  reafon,  that  inftead  of  weaken- 
ing their  own  dignity,  and  by  this  means  hurting  the  community,  they  will  proba- 
bly, do  it  the  greateft  fervice,  and  anfwer  the  wife  ends  for  which  the  people  have 
agreed  to  fupport  them  in  that  fplendor. 

A  LIBERAL  allowance  is  perhaps  at  ail  times  neceffary  to  the  principal  officers  in  a 
great  ftate  •,  and  if  fome  prodigality  is  countenanced  when  that  ftate  is  in  a  flourifh- 
ing  condition,  what  mighty  injury  can  it  receive?  But  can  a  ftate  be  faid  to  flouri(h 
in  the  fenfc  of  the  prefcnt  argument,  when  it  is  involved  in  a  heavy  debt  ?  To  make 
no  diftinftion  feems  to  argue  as  grofe  an  impropriety  as  the  conduA  of  that  private 
man  who,  when  his  eftate  is  without  incumbrance,  lives  up  to  the  height  of  it,  and 
when  it  becomes  deeply  mortgaged,  ftill  makes  the  fame  expence.  He  may  per- 
haps have  the  addrels  to  fupport  himfelf  for  a  confiderable  time  •,  but  if  winds  blow 
down  his  barns,  or  mortality  rage  among  his  cattle,  what  will  become  of  his  eftate  ? 
I^ations  are  fubje<5t  to  calamities  as  well  as  private  men ;  and  the  exerciie  of  human 
wifdom  is  as  neceffary  in  public  as  private  affairs. 

Upon  the  occafion  of  the  late  reduAion  of  national  intereft,  neighbouring  nations  . 
began  *  to  gaze  with  wonder  as  if  the  golden  age  was  reftored  to  this  ifland,  and 
that  this  reduction  of  national  intereft  would  be  followed  by  that  of  national  pen- 
fions,  and  of  the  great  falaries  annexed  to  fome  offices,  fo  as  to  bear  a  proportion 
to  the  SAVINGS  upon  the  article  of  intereft,  and  thus  enable  the  government  to  make 
■great  advances  in  the  payment  of  the  national  debt.  In  this,  their  opinion  has  out- 
run OUR  virtue;  but  much  may  be  expeftedfrom  the  equal  fpiritthat  prevails  in 
the  legiQature.     It  is  true,  fpeculative  and  aftive  virtue  differ  extremely.   There  are 
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<al>ie. 
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always  more  pbiioiophm  In  theory  tbtei  ^ipl^aAicc)  yet  it  ooglit  to  be  prefumed 
that  thofe  who  think  juftly,  will  endeavOut  to  aft  confiflently. 

Every  mm  of  great  r«Rk  and  oflkc  in  this  nation  tnuft  either  believe  that  our  debt 
k  realty  an  ^edl  of  daiF^er,  or  that  we«re  conjiiring  up  a  fpirit  for  the  pteafure  of 
being  frightened  ;  if  the  former,  fuppofing  he  wiOies  the  happinefs  of  liig  country, 
vhich  ought  to  be  prefunied,  will  he  not  in  his  ferious  hours  reafon  thus  with  his. 
own  heart  ?  "  I  fee  my  country  involved  in  a  heavy  debt,  which  injui^s  her  foreign 
«*  inHuence  and  ker  domeftic  f6curity.  It  is  true  our  affairs  are  trending ;  the  intereft 
**  of  nK>ney  is  lowered,  but  can  this  p^xxiuce  fo  fpeedy  a  reduction  of  the  national 
'*  debt  as  our  welfare  requires  i  Is  it  in  my  power  to  do  any  real  fervice  to  my 
*^  country  ?  Is  it  not  my  duty  to  contribute  to  her  wants  i  The  circumlVances  of  the 
^«  times  fire  fuch^  that  1  am  not  called  upon  fefr  any  reduftion  of  the  fiilary  which  I 
**  receive  of  the  public,  and  perhaps  my  example  will  not  make  any  in^prefiion  i 
**  but  if  the  thing  is  right  and  proper  to  me,  it  is  fo  to  all  perfons  under  the  fame 
^*^  circumftances  as  I  ^m  -;  nor  will  it  bt  Ms  i4ght%  though  it  -ftould  be  deemed  an 
•«  afii?6tatk)nofp04H>larityj  an  entbu<i«rrl)  in  pojttics,  or  a  rank  bypqcrify.     Some 
«♦  body  muft  begin  :  it  may  not  be  convenieftt  for  the  minifter :  I  confefs  it  appear^ 
^*  to  me  juftand  confident ;  and  my  confcience  difbates  it  to  me;  1  can  live  with 
*^  m<^  HONOR  on  a  fmaller  income;  for  inilead  of  pampering  my  dependents  in  a 
••  luxurious  fuperfluity,  I  may  become  an  inftrument  of  providence  to  fave  eight  oc 
«*  nine  millions  of  people,  who  are  all  dear  to  roe,  frOrti  the  mifcries  of  civil  war^ 
«^  or  the  defpocic  tyranny  of  ibnr>e  bold  invader :  but  it  is  certain  I  (hall  perform  an 
^'  a6t  of  juftice  to  my  country.    I  (hall  do  a  charity  which  I  hope  will  be  acceptable 
^^  in  the  fight  of  God.     I  fliall  exprefs  my  gratitude  to  the  public,  as  that  com- 
«'  mon  benefaAor  by  V^hich  my  anceftors  have  been  fupported  through  fo  many 
*^  ages }  and  by  which  I  have  Anylelf  enjoyed  all  the  comforts  and  delights  of  the 
^*  happieft  government  in  the  world,  under  one  of  the  beft  of  kings.  Perhaps  in  the 
**  chain  of  effefts,  and  tlie  courfe  of  a  wife  and  good  provi^^nce,  this  fingle  adioa 
*^  might  alfo  be  a  means  of  preferving  the  welfare  of  a  great  part  of  europb  ;  for  if 
**  the  ancient  virtue  of  this  ifland  is  reflored  to  it  -,  the  native  valour  of  my  country- 
^  men  may  eftablifh  them  as  the  arbiters  of  European  liberty,  or  at  leaft  fccure  oui^ 
•'  own  on  the  tnc^  permanent  bafis.** 

Were  foch  vifionary  ijpcculations  brought  into  adlion,  which  is  at  leaft  poflible  i 
would  a  minifler  deny  his  acquiefcence  to  such  a  conduct,  and  think  such  a  mav 
a  lunatic ;  or  rejoice  to  fee  an  inftance  of  difinterefted  and  generous  regard  to  the 
community  ?  Would  he  be  forry  to  find  bimfelf  in  a  fair  way  of  being  relieved 
from  thofe  perplexities  in  which  minifters  in  great  Britain  have  been  generally 
involved  ?  Would  he  lament  to  fee  a  large  iaving  to  the  nation,  inftead  of  that 
anxiety  which  attends  a  want  of  money  for  the  purpofes  of  government  i 

If  such  a  conduct  were  the  ifliie  of  a  folid  judgment  and  well-regulated  affec- 
tions; and  if  the  neceffities  of  the  nation  do  require  such  a  conduct;  it  may  be 
alked  why  is  not  this,  or  fomething  equal  to  it,  brought  into  execution  by  the  mi- 
nifter,  who  has  the  power  ?  Is  not  this  begging  the  queftion  ?  Would  a  minifter  ia 
GREAT  BRITAIN  have  ANY  POW£R  AT  Ahi^  WHS  he  to  attempt  making  the  people 
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virtuous  in  defpitfe  of  themfelves  ?  It  is  impoflible  that  hb  catil)e  ignorant  of  the  in« 
clination  of  the  people  \  and  if  they  have  not  virtue  enough  to  fave  the  natloh,  that 
is,  themfelves,  whenever  the  matter  is  brought  to  this  iflue,  Krhat  power  Oh  earth 
can  fave  them  ? 

By  operating  with  thdr  bad  affeftions,  a  miniftei*  Tnight  brhig  the  people  to  a 
fpeedier  ruin,  or  by  a  judicious  oppofition  of  them,  ward  off  the  bloW  for  a  time ; 
but  can  he  fupport  the  people  againft  their  wills  ?  Let  us  confider  the  thing  in  ano- 
ther Kght:  if  thofe  who  enjoy  places  and  penfions^  and  may,  in  (bme  nleafure, 
liave  the  power  of  afting  in  this  refpefl:  as  they  plesifc,  have  too  much  wit,  or  too 
little  virtue,  to  renounce  any'part  of  the  profits  arifing  from  fuch  places  and  pen- 
sions, from  a  confideration  that  the  ftate  is  in  need;  it  will  not  follow  that  the. 
landed  and  commercial  intereft,  which  is  incoorparably  the  moft  wealthy,  may  not 
contribute  as  largely  as  the  ftate  requires.  Sucn  sm  unbiassed  disinterested- 
ness would  riever  be  their  ruin.  The  more  vh-tue  there  is  in  the  nation,  the  longer 
it  will  ftand :  therefore  if  the  place  dr  penfion-man  dOeS  not  Ihcw  the  nobility,  or 
the  country  gentlemen  an  example  of  patriotiftn ;  if  thefc  begin,  the  effcft  wiH  be 
uear  the  fame. 

In  Ihoit,  if  the  ruling  palfion  of  peifons  in  ahy  ftatt,  is  the  prefervation  of  their 
'Country,  they  will  rather  confider  the  end,  than  the  means.  They  will  fubfcribc 
to  any  method  not  in  itfdfinconfiftcnt,  rather  than  fpend  their  time  in  a  fruitlefs  de- 
bate«  I  fuppofe  we  are  ftill  a  free  and  a  wife  nation  *,  whatever  method  then  the  le- 
giflature  may  appoint,  the  virtuous  will  unite  hi  warding  off  e^^efy  calamity  to  which 
t-he  nation  is  expofed. 

A  RESOLUTION  of  the  legiffature  to  pay  off  a  large  proportion  of  the  debt  by  taxes, 
unprecedented  in  thefe  latter  times,  would  appear  to  many  as  an  invafion  of  liberty, 
*and  a  greater  evil  than  to  fuffer  the  debt  to  be  paid  in  more  moderate  proportions. 
On  the  other  hand,  fomc  apprehend  it  to  be  more  inconfiftent  with  liberty,  that  we 
(hould  owe  fo  heavy  a  national  debt ;  and  think  it  ought  to.be  reduced  by  extraor- 
dinary taxes.  If  men  of  fortune  are  of  this  lail  opinion,  and  have  virtue  enough  to  - 
aft  up  to  their  principles,  we  fliaH  foon  owe  a  lefs  exorbitant  fum.  If  they  are  not 
of  that  opinion,  or  have  not  virtue  to  aft  up  to  their  principles,  with  what  countc-- 
nance  can  they  complain  ? 


C    H'  A    P.      IX. 

Adefcriftion  ofnA^KLtM.     Refle£li$n5  on  retiremint  in  advanced  age.     O/inYDiU' 
and  the  hague.     A  brief  account  of  the  houfe  of  orange. 

ON  the  16th  of  OCTOBER  I  took  my  leave  of  Amsterdam,  where  it  was  my 
fortune  to  be  at  a  feafon  that  was  rude  and  difagreeable.  Were  the  people  ia 
that  city  fo  difpofed  to  kill  themfelves  in  an  ill  humour  as  they  are  in  another  great 
trading  metropolis,  I  fliould  think  it  at  lead  as  proper  a  place  tor  this  purpofe,  efpv 
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'daily  in  the  prefent  month.  When  the  froft  comes  on,  they  are  more  braced  and 
a6live,  and  at  all  times  too  bufy  to  fall  into  this  atrocious  pradice.  I  embarked  at 
the  HA£RL£M  gate,  taking  the  » roof  the  trcckfcoot:  thcfe  ftage-boats  are  ex- 
tremely comnrodious,  as  they  fet  out  at  ftated  hours,  and  perform  their  paiTage  at 
a  certain  time  almoft  to  a  minute ;  but  the  common  part  of  the  boat  is  often  ren- 
dered infupportable,  from  ihe  cuftom  of  fmoaking  tobacco,  fo  highly  offennve  to. 
Tome  perfons. 

The  HAERLEM  canal  is  lK)unded  by  meadow- lands,  well  covered  with  horned 
rattle  ;  but  there  are  not  many  houfes  near  the  banks.  In  two  hours  and  a  half  we 
reached  haerlem.  This  is  a  town  of  very  great  note,  and  not  Icfs  diftinguifhed 
for  its  cleannefs.  It  is  remarkable  for  bleaching,  alfo  for  the  manufactory  of  linen, 
and  feveral  other  material  articles.  Here  was  a  confiderablc  garrifon  of  foldicrs: 
the  fortification,  in  fome  parts,  is  only  a  lofty  br^k  wall.  1  his  place  is  faid  to 
liave  fiouri(hed  fo  early  as  the  year  IJ55.  In  1292  a  revolution  happened,  in  which 
great  part  of  it  was  burnt :  a  circumftance  of  the  like  nature  happened  by  accident 
in  1347.  In  1573  it  was  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  who  treated  the  inhabitants 
with  great  cruelty ;  feventeen  hundred  men,  the  remains  of  the  garrifon,  were  ei; 
ther  hanged,  or  put  to  the  fword,  for  defending  themfelves  eight  months.  Here 
are  twelve  churches,  of  which  four  only  are  of  the  e(labli(hed  religion.  Haerlem 
lays  claim  to  the  invention  of  printings  which  they  attribute  to  lawrence  coster, 
-who  was  born  he^e  about  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century.  A  little  to  the 
fouth  of  this  city  Is  the  haerlem  meer,  which  is  a  large  Jake,  but  as  it  abounds  in 
ihallows,  and  is  too  much  expofed  to  the  wind,  the  canal  is  much  preferable  for 
fChe  commerce  with  Amsterdam. 

After  aihortitay  I  embarked  for  i^EVDEN:  the  land  behind  haerlem  is  hilly 
^nd  fandy,  and  the  banks  of  the  leyden  canal  are  higher  than  thofe  of  haeklem. 
Here  they  cover  their  cows  with  body-cloths,  alljgning  this  as  a  xeafon,  that  by« 
'keeping  their  backs  warm,  they  give  milk  the  more  abundantly.  There  are  feve- 
ral country  houles  and  plantations  of  trees,  and  agreeable  walks.  About  three 
miles  from  HAERLEM  is  hartcamp,  the  country-feat  of  i>ld  Mr.  Clifford -,  this 

fentleman  is  pofTefTed  of  a  conGderable  fortune,  and  having  a  tafte  for  gardening, 
e  palTes  his  time  moftly  in  the  country. 

The  acquifition  of  riches  being,  for  the  moft  part,  tlie  fupreme  objeA  of  a 
Dutchman's  attention  ;  feldom  any  of  them  leave  the  world  till  the  world  leaves 
rfhem,'  however  indulgent  providence  may  have  been  to  them,  with  regard  to  the 
«[ieans  of  a  comfortable  and  honorable  retirement.  Jt  is  no  uncommon  thing  in  all 
(Countries  to  grafp  at  the  objedts  of  avarice  and  ambition,  even  under  the  circum- 
ilances  of  age  and  ficknefs  5  and  though  fuch  men  fee  themfelves,  if  they  (ee  at  all, 
fufpended  1)y  a  hair,  between  the  vifible  and  invifible  world,  yet  will  they  continue 
jto  be  led  by  the  delufions  of  the  mind.  It  is  true,  there  is  nothing  in  which  we  arc 
oftener  miftaken,  than  in  our  apprchenfions  of  the  pleafurcs  of  retirement,  after 
a  life  devoted  to  bufinefs.  Men  of  contemplative  minds  are  apt  to  think  of  this  too 
carJy,  aad  perfons  of  a  contrary  turn  never  imagine  it  is  late  .enough.  Adivc  vir- 
tue 
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tue  is  certainly  preferable  to  that  which  is  pafllve  only;  yet  it  feems  unpardonabfe 
in  old  men  of  cafy  Fortunes,  who,  having  made  the  experiment,  find  that  they  cam 
bring  thcmfelvcs  to  a  relifti  of.  a  contemplative  life,  that  they  do  not  devote  the 
greateft  part  of  their  latter  days  to  it.  Every  profeffion,  I  believe,  has  reafon 
enough  to  rejoice  in  an  opportunity  of  making  up  for  the  deficiencies  of  the  earlier 
part  of  life  •,  but  fbmc  callings,  in  a  more  peculiar  manner,  keep  the  mind  in  a  conr 
tinual  hurry  -,  or,  which  is  much  the  fame,  in  a  clofer  attention  to  the  concerns  o£" 
this  worlds  than  is  confident  with  the  duties  of  religion.  Old  men  ought  to  be 
ready  to  affift  with  their  counfel :  but  is  it  not  fometimes  an  injury  to  the  fociety^ 
for  them  to  refufe  giving  up  the  more  adllve  fcenes  of  life?  Thofe  who  are  beft. 

aualified,  by  their  years  and  ftrcngth,  for  a  greater  fertility  and  energy  of  thought,, 
lould  certainly  have  the  office  which  GOD  and  nature  feems  to  have  appointed  for 
them.     Mr.  Clifford,  in  this  refpeft,  has  judged  like  a  man  of  fenfe  and  virtue*. 

It  may  be  obfervcd  however,  that,  in  commercial  nations,  men  of  the  mod  ad^- 
vanced  age,  and  greateft  fortunes,  feem  to  think  it  as  confiftent  to  die  with  a  pen», 
as  with  a  prayer-book,  in  their  hands.     The  opulency  of  nations,  in  fomc  meafure, . 
arffes  from  this  fpirit ;  but  it  cannot  be  right  policy  to  give  more  of  ourfefves  to  this, 
world  than  belongs  to  it.     Befides,  moft  of  the  good  purpoles  of  life  relating  to  na- 
tional welfare,  may  be  anfwered  by  iniciatijig  our  fons  or  relations  into  an  early  taftc 
of  commerce,  and  commiting  it  to  their  conduft  before  we  die,  under  circum- 
ftances  that  may  render  it  pleafant,  as  well  as  profitable  5  rather  than  to  leave  them 
immenfe  fortunes,  perhaps  to  be  fquandered  after  our  death,  merely  for  want  of  this- 
precaution*.. 

The  diftance  to  leyden  is  fifteen  English  miles  r  we  were  four  hours  exaflly  on 
the  way.     On  the  bank  of  the  canal,  near  this  place,  is  the  feat  of  the  famous  Dr. 
EOERHAAVE,  now  in  the  hands  of  a  pcrfon  of  that  name,  who  alfo  profefles  phyfic. 
This  place  is  well  known  for  i^s  univerfity,  and  great  antiqiuty. .   It  is  alfo  remarka- 
ble for  a  confidcrable  manufaftory  of  woollen  cloth,  which  however,  for  f6me  years- 
paft,  has  very  much  decreafed,,  partly  owing  to  the  decay  of  the  Persian  trade 
carried  on  by  the  Armenians,  which  equally  affefts  the  filk  manufaftories  of  akt- 
STERDAM  ^     There  is  a  confiderable  number  of  ftudents  from  aH  parts  of  Europe,  . 
and  the  univerfity  is  of  great  reputation.     They  have  generally  a  very  large  garri>- 
fon:  the  city  in  itfelf  is   neat  and  agreeable;  but,  as  moit  other  places  in  the 
iTNiTED  PROVINCES  havc  too  much  water,  this  has  not  enough  ;  nor  has  it  fuch  a. 
communication  with  \ht  fea  as  affords  a  proper  motion  by  tides  to  keep  the  water 
fweet.     The.  gardens  about  it  are  extremely  fruitful,,  and  land  bears  a  prodigious^ 
price. 

In  the  year  L574the  Spaniards  befieged  this  town,  upon  which  occafion  the* 
inhabitants,  to  the  number  of  about  twenty  thouftnd,  behaved  with  fuch  intrepid 
valour  during  a  fiegeof  five  months,  that  the  very  women  performed  the  military 
duty.     About  fix  tKouftnd  died  of  the  plague  and  famine  ;  and  being  at  length  re- 
duced . 

^  J(  appvacs  thatibe  dutch  were  jealous  of  the  English  trade  through  russia  to  Persia,  and 
that  Mr.  db  dieu  applied  in  1745  ^^^  ^^^  ^^""^  privilege  as  the  British  fubje£t»then  enjoyed,  in  orde^. 
to  obtain  an  ample  fupply  of  iilk.    At  prefent  the  great  decline  of  this  branch  of  trade  is  owing  to  ^hec 
troubles  in  psitaiA.. 
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duccd  'to  the  laft  ?xtremii;^  they  were  fummoned  by  the  Spanish  general 
FRANCIS  BALDEz  tofurrcnderj  they  anfwercd  bravely,  that  fo  long  as  they  had  a 
LEFT  arnj,  they  ftiould  not  want  provifion  5  and  thaahey  would  employ  their  right 
to  defend  their  liberty.  Tliey  fay  that  adrian  de  werf,  a  burgomafter,  being 
importuned  by  fome  of  the  inhabitants  to  furrender  the  city,  replied,  •«  Since  I 
,  **  muft  die,  my  friends,  it  does  not  fignify  whether  it  be  by  you,  or  the  enemy  i 
**  cut  my  body  into  pieces,  and  divide  it  amongft  you ;  I  fliall  expire  contented, 
"^  if  I  can  be  a  means  of  prcferving  you,  though  it  were  for  one  hour  only/*  Pro- 
vidence at  length  interpofed  in  a  fignal  manner  for  their  deliverance ;  count  lewis 
of  NASSAU,  brother  to  the  prince  of  orange,  came  to  their  fuccour,  and  dblic^ed 
the  SPANIARDS  to  retire.  ^ 

From  leyden  I  went  to  the  hague,  where  we  arrived  in  three  hours.  A  place 
fo  renowned  for  political  negotiations  would,  on  that  account,  be  celebrated  in  the 
journals  of  travellers,  even  though  it  was  not  in  itfcif  equal,  in  fome  refpefts,  to 
the  proudeft  cities  in  Europe.  It  has  no  in^lofure,  and  is  called  a  village ;  the 
ftreets  are  broad,  and  fcveral  of  them  are  without  canals  :  their  houfes  for  the  moft 
pai;t  are  extremely  wcJl  builc.  The  number  of  coaches  belonging  to  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  and  the  gay  appearance  of  dicfs,  give  one  an  idea  of  life  very  different 
Irom  that  of  the  trading  cities.  People  here  are  more  polite  and  eafy  in  their  car- 
riage than  in  other  parts  of  Holland  ;  this  is  a  natural  confequence  of  fome  of  the 
moft  coqfiderable  pcrfons  in  Europe  meeting  there  continually  for  political  affairs, 
in  the  fcrvicc  of  almoft  every  European  prince:  befides  as  the  states  gej«eral 
aflemble  here,  this  draws  the  grcateft  part  of  the  people  of  the  firft  diftinftion  in 
the  united  provinces.  The  hague  may  alfo  be  confldered  cither  as  a  great  city^ 
or  a  rural  fcene  :  for  the  environs  which  immediately  inclofe  it  are  extremely  de- 
lightful >  whilft  they  have  plays,  and  other  amufements,  as  cuftomary  in  great 
cities. 

Th  e  air  of  this  place  is  faid  to  h%  very  wholefome.  Sir  willi  a  m  temple  attributes 
longer  life  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  village,  than  to  thofe  of  any  other  place  in  the 
united  provinces  i  yet  arc  the  people  more  carelefs  in  cleaning  their  canals,  than 
is  confiftent  with  the  prefcrvation  of  health.  It  is  really  amazing  how  men  decline 
into  ncglcfts  injurious  to  the  fociety,  which  might  be  prevented  with  the  leaft 
thought  and  induftry.  Ne^ir  this  place  is  the  palace  Icnown  by  the  name  of  the 
houfeia  the  wood,  whigh  belongs  to  the  prince  of  orangjs  ^  as  alfo  rvswick, 
famous  for  the  peace  0/1697. 

One  of  the  fincft  houfes  in  the  hague  belongs  to  count  willi  am  bentinck, 
and  was  now  occupied  by  the  prince  of  orange.  As  this  nobleman  had  been  fo 
octremely  obliging  in  hanover,  as  to  invite  me  to  his  houfe  at  the  hague,  I  vent 
to  pay  my  refpeAs  to  biro  at  sorgvliet,  where  he  gjcnerally  refldes  in  the  fummer 
fealon^.  but  he  was  gone  to  meet  his  britannic  majefty  in  his  return  from  hano- 
VE|t.  This  &dt  is  near  two  English  miles  diftance,  and  much  frequented  by  per- 
ibns  of  tafte.  The  houfe  is  of  little  not« ;  but  the  gardens,  though  in  many  parts 
yet  uncultivated,  arc  delightful.  They  abound  in  lofty  trees,  and  different  kinds 
of  .hanging  walks,  whlct>  diverfify  the  fcene,  and  render  them  very  pleafant,  parti- 
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cularly  in  a  country  where  moft  of  their  country-feats  are  upon  a  dead  flat :  on  the 
road.to  it  there  is  a  public  garden,  in  imitation  of  vaux-hall. 

At  the  hague  are  only  two  churches  of  any  confequence.  Though  feveral  of 
the  ftreets  abound  in  (hops,  their  trade  is  moftly  confined  to  their  own  confump- 
tions  i  hence  this  place  is  preferred  for  the  quartering  of  the  foldiery,  of  whom  here 
was  a  regiment  of  grey  cavalry  of  hessians,  who  made  a  gallant  appearance,  alfo  a 
regiment  of  dutch  dragoons,  and  two  regiments  of  infantry.  The  pay  of  a  com- 
mon foldicr  in  the  dutch  fervrice  is  four  ftivers,  cloaths  dedufted  ;  but  provifipns 
are  dear.  I  obferved  their  cloathing,  which  is  blue,  is  of  much  better  cloth  thai^ 
that  in  which  his  Prussian  majefty's  foldiers  are  clad;  the  ferjeants  of  the  guards, 
have  filver-laced  regimentals.  The  dutch  are  diftinguilhed  from  the  hessi  ans  and 
SWISS  by  white  breeches.  They  are  extremely  neat,  their  hair  being  drefled  in  the 
manner  of  the.  Prussian  foldiers,  but  their  cloaths  are  not  quite  fo  fliort :  they  are 
incumbered  with  heavier  fwords  and  larger  hats,  whilfl:  their  mufkets  are  lighter. 
They  perform  their  exercife  with  exadtnefs,  and  are  examined  every  fourth  day  that 
their  arms  be  kept  in  order.  In  1696  the  dutch  had  lixty  thoufand  men  in  pay, 
and  four  years  after,  at  the  general  peace,  upon  the  reduction  of  the  army  they  con- 
tinued twenty-fix  thoufand  two  hundred  men,  which  coding  annually  fix  millions  of 
guilders,  this  we  may  reckon  twenty-three  pounds  each  man,  officers  included. 

As  this  place  might  be  confidered  more  immediately  the  court  of  the  prince  o£ 
ORANGE,  I  hardly  expefted  to  hear  any  thing  faid  of  him  .difrefpeftfully.  It  is  well 
known  however  with  what  reluftance  a  confiderable  party  in  the  united  provin- 
ces fubmitted  to  this  prince's  acceflion  to  the  dignity  enjoyed  by  his  fore-fathers ; 
though  he  had  fo  juft  a  title,  not  only  on  account  of  their  merit,  but  his  owm 
alfoi  and  not  lefs  from  the  nature  of  the  conftitution  of  that  country,  and  the  ex- 
perience of  pad  ages,  than  from  the  particular  danger  of  the  time,  in  which  thii 
event  was  brought  about. 

William,  firnamed  the  great,  was  the  first  stadt-holder,  and  maybe 
properly  called  the  founder  of  the  republic.  He  fpent  his  life  in  the  ftudy  of  war 
and  politics,  in  which  he' was  a  great  proficient,  and  not  lefs  diftinguilhed'  for  his 
private  virtues.  He  was  at  length  aflaflinated,  'in  confequence  of  the  refehtments  of 
the  SPANIARDS,  and  fealed  the  generous  aftions  of  his  life  with  his  blood.  His  fon 
MAURICE,  the  fecond  ftadt-hplder,  adhering  to"'the  virtuous  principles  df  his  father, 
fupported  the  independency  of  the  republic.  Hei^ry  frederic,  the  next  brother, 
fucceeding  to  th^'ftadt-hplderlhip,  ditlinguiftied  himfelf  as  a  warrior  and  a  patriot. 
The  fourth  ftadt-holder  was  william  II,.  who  married  the  eldefl  daughter  of  our 
king  CHARLES  I.  This  prince  dying  at  fhe  age  of  twenty-four,  left  a  pofthumous' 
fon,  who  was  our  william  III.  In  his  infancy  the  dignity  of  Ae  ftadt-holderfhip 
was  annulled  j  but  the  terror  of  french  armies' obliged  the  states  to  recur  to  that 
expedient  to  which 'they  owed  their  yery  being,  as  a.  republic.  King  wittiAM 
fought  their  battles,  and  faved  them..  After  his"  deceafe,  though  the  dignity  df 
ftadt-holder  was  not  abolifhed,  it  waS  fufFered  to  expire;  nor  did  the  sta'TES  revive* 
it  till  the  fixth  and  prefent  ftadt  holder,  william  charles  henry,  fruo,  a  col- 
lateral branch  of  theilluftrious  houfe  of  orange,  who  by  the  falutary  mediation  of 

Vol.  it.  H  aftrong' 


fo  A   SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF  fm.T^ 

a  ftrong  party  of  his  friends,  and  the  fpirit  of  a  mob,  when  a  frejtch  afmy  was 
akeady  at  their  doors,  had  this  dignity  conferred  on  him  in  1745.  With  what 
flioderation  Be  hai  ufed  it,  and  what  little  refpeft  has  been  (hewed  to  it,  the  hiftory^ 
of  the  times  will  make  apparent.  I  only  mention  what  fell  under  my  notice  of  the^ 
jjeneral  turn  of  the  party  in  the  united  frovincss,  who  were  luke-warm  friends, 
or  no  friends  at  all,  to  the  prince  •,  with  this  diftindtion  however,  that  fome  who* 
bated  the  stadt-holder,  loved  the  pslince^ 

Considering  the  neighbourhood  and  greatpower  of  FRANCEy  the  present,  as 
they  think,  precarious  peace,  and  the  dillmion  of  their  councils ;  the  dutch  fecm  tou 
be  perfwaded  that  there  mufl:  be  a  power  lodged  in  one,  to  unite  and  exert  their  force 
in  cafe  of  danger.     Reafon  and  experience  nave  taught  them  the  neceffity  of  this 
power :  But  a  ftate  muft  poflefs  more  virtue  than  I  am  afnud  there  is  among  the 
DUTCH,  to  fupprefe  thofe  prejudices  and  reientments  which  are  apt  to  arife  in  the 
minds  of  one  part  of  a  people  upon  any  change  of  government.    The  anti-ftadt* 
JioIderSt  who  wilh  to  fee  the  prince  pulled  out  of  his  feat,  operate  with  him  moft 
heartily  in  making  provifion  for  the  very  men  they  moft  defpife,  or  hate,  whenever 
they  think  they  can,  by  this  means»  render  his  office  odious  to  the  people :  thus  his^ 
kighnefs  has  to  ftruggle  with  fecret»  as  well  as  p»feflcd  enemies.     Men  of  modera- 
tion fay,  he  does  not  want  parts,  that  he  is  a  man  of  a  nK>ft  amiable  diipofition,  oT 
an  excellent  heart,  and  yet  he  every  day  lofes  ground ;  alledging  that  **  his  di^x)- 
^  fition  may  be  cood  ^  but  the  cffc&s  of  it  are  bad,  by  his- oeing  too  indulgent  to* 
^  men  of  no  principles*" 

a 

It  is  a  common  faying^  we  low  the  tveafon,  though  we  hace  the  traifion  To  iSve 
a.  ftate,  can  hardly  be  called  treafbn  i  but  it  is  generally  thought  a  dangerous^ 
maxim  in  politics  to  put  men  in  offices  of  truft,  whofe  principles  allow  them  to^ 
take  any  fide  that  may  afterwards^  appear  to  be  their  intereft*  But  how  will  theyt 
prove,  that  the  prince  makes  choice  of  fiich  men  ?  It  may  be  fufpedted,  that  thofe- 
who  are  not  in  office  are,  for  that  very  reafon,  dlfafiedked.  It  is  granted  that  many 
peribns,  whofe  power  is  now  eclipfed,  ought  not  to  be  admitted  to  the  offices  o£c 
the  ftate^  becaufe  they  have  a  rooted  diflike  to  the  prince,  as  well  as  ta  the  ftadt- 
liolderlhip:  but  then  it  is  objected^  that  thofe  who  love  the  prince,  and  acquiefce^ 
ijncerely  in  the  power  vefted  in  him  $  who  are  capable  of  fervice,  and  beloved  by^ 
tiie  people,  are  notwithftanding  kept  out  of  office.  I'hey  acknowledge  that  every^ 
honeft  man  cannot  be  employed  ^  but  that  fuch  perfons  of  worth  and  honor  oughr 
not  to  be  rejected,  to  give  place  to  the  fervile  tools^  and  lower  inftruments,  who 
brought  the  prince  into  office,  but  ace  by  no  means  able  to  eftabliffi  fuch  a  degree 
of  power,  as  is  eflential  to  that  office*  That  fuch  men  ought  rather  to  be  rewarded 
in  a  pecuniary  way,  or  by  employments  abroad ;  but  not  to  be  preferred;  fb  as  to* 
di%race  their  very  patrons,  who  are  afhamed  to  own  their  having  brought  them^^ 
into  place  :  whereas  by  chufing  men  of  worth  and  reputation,  who  are  really  the 
prince's  friends,  there  would  be  no  diffiiculty  in  his  acquiring  a  pnopec  afcendtancy,, 
and  thereby  e&kUiih.  himfelf  ia  the  minds  <£  the  people^ 

How  the  prince  ought  to  ad,  Is^hardt^^fay;  but  th&  is  creartome,  that  his^ 
lecy  modetatioa  which,  would  xendec  biiaasniabk  in  a  virtuous  ag^,  will  make: 
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tiim  contemptible  !n  a  vicious  ott;  for,  without  a  gitat  Ihare  of  idblution^  k  ia 
not  poflible  to  govern  men,  who  have  been  u&d  to  make  dieir  owa  will,  the  Uw 
«id  rule  of  their  conduct 

To  drop  fb  critical  a  point,  let  va  confider  the  authority  of  a  ftadt-holder,  vhick 
is  very  confined^  unlels  when  he  appears  at  the  head  of  an  army,  and  then  perfaapa 
he  is  not  only  an  objcGt  of  jealouly,  but  his  power  too  much  circumfcribed.  Toe 
iladt-holder  fometimes  figns  public  treaties  in  conjundion  with  the  ftates,  but  fuck 
treaties  do  not  derive  from  hence  the  greater  weight  or  authenticity  i  for  though  he 
is  fuppofed  to  reprefent  the  dignity  of  the  republic,  yet  whilfl:  the  states  poileft 
the  iovereignty,  he  cannot  be  confidered  but  as  a  lubje^.  He  has  indeed  the  power 
to  pardon  condemned  malefadors  \  but  he  has  not  even  a  leat  or  vote  in  the  aflem* 
4)lies  of  the  statss.  There  are  certain  prerogatives  annexed  to  the  office,  wKich 
vary  in  the  different  provinces,  and  are  alterable  by  the  power  from  whence  they  aqi 
derived,  that  is,  by  the  states  g£N£ral. 

The  ftadt-holderfhip,  which  is  now  made  hereditary  in  the  houle  of  ORANGf* 
was,  from  its  original  nature,  ele6live;  but  the  high  and  indelible  obligatiooi 
which  the  dutch  owe  to  william  the  great  ;  and  the  renowned  patriotimi  and 
fidelity  of  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  orange,  through  evlsry  generation,  have  evvr 
thrown  the  choice  on  this  family  as  a  kind  of  neceflary  conlequence. 

The  appointment  of  the  ftadt-holderihip  from  the  states,  is  one  hundred  thou« 
fand  guilders  ^  and  the  prince's  patem^  mheritancc  is  far  more  confiderable. 

But,  alas  I  while  wc  are  yet  fpeaking,  his  candle  is  burnt  out ;  and  all  our  wiihea 
for  his  temporal  happinefc  vanilh  like  a  dream  in  the  night  The  memory  of  this 
ibxcellent  prince  will  indeed  ever  retain  a  fweet  favor,  and  muift  do  honor  to  hu« 
man  nature,  wiulft  probity  is  revered  by  mankind. 


CHAP.      X 

^general  acc$uni  of  the  <9mmirci^  and  caufs  of  riches^  as  alfo  of  the  air^  foily  lf€.  of 
ihe  united  provinces.  Of  theitnim  oMdmmuHrs  ff  the  dvtch^  ti^ir  pim* 
mowf^  tloaikivg^  womoM^  &c. 

IT  may  appear  carelefs  to  leave  the  vwiteo  i^rovinces  without  fome  genera!  re- 
•flefbions,  e^^ecially  as  travellers,  cither  m  purfuit  of  kaming  or  pleafure,  fel* 
4om  confider  this  country  in  the  fame  li^  as  italv  or  rHANCE ;  and  confc- 
quentiy  there  is  not  much  faid  of  it,  except  in  laborious  hiftoricd  accounts.  Indeed 
it  ought;  not  to  be  expefted  from  one  who  only  rides  poft,  that  he  Ihould  be  able 
to  givt:  iM  aocurate  and  ckcomibiicial  acoount  of  a  tonigti  country,  when  perhapa 
4kJui0M  vcrylittkflf  hiaown,  afio- liviogin  itlbroMuiy  ycata. 

H  2  I  KNOW. 

^  Nine  thoafand  fivt  handred  pound*. 
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•  I  KVfovr  not  if  any  body  has  given  an  account  of  the  united  provinces  fo  wor- 
thy of 'eftccm  as  that  of  Sir  willi  am  temple.  His  general  idea  of  thefe  people  in 
his  time  is  contained  in  thefe  words:  •'  Holland  is  a  country  where  the  earth  ir 
**  Better  tjian  the.  air,,  and  profit  rnqre  yi.  requeft  than  honor ;  where  there  is  more 
^*  lenle  than  wit ;  more  good  nature  than  good  humour ;  and  more  wealth  than 
**  pleafure  ;  where  a  man  would  chufe  rather  to  travel  than  to  live;  (hall  find  more 
y  things  to  obferve  than  defire ;  and  more  perfons  to  cfteem  than  to  love." 

•  As  a  kind  of  contraft  to  what  is  remarked  by  this  polite  author,  the  follo^ng 
defcriptio'n  will  corroborate  thtf  notion  which  the  unprejudiced  reader  may  have  re- 
ceived of  the  genius  of  the  dutch,  and  the  nature  of  their  country.  This  biirlefque^ 
and  perhaps  obfcu re  hiftorian  fays,  **  In  Holland  the  four  elements  are  good  for  no- 
•*  thing;  it  is  a  country  where  they  worfhip  a  golden  idol,  feated  on  a  throne  of  cheefe^ 
**  and  crowned  with  tobacco  j  where  art  furpafles  nature,  and  induftry  alone  makes 
•'  tRe  ftate  flounfti  j  where  rufticity  of  fpeech  is  preferred  to  the  perfuafive  foftnefs 
*'  of  gentle  words,  and  acoarfenefs  pf  manners  makes  a  (how  of  liberty;  where  the 
**  wives  are'  miftrelTrs,  and  the  hufbands  fervants ;  where  the  houfes,  by  dint  of 
••  frequent  walhings,  appear  as  cabinets ;  and  an  excefs  of  cleanlinefs  is  inconve- 
•*  nient :  in  a  word,  where  butter  and  cheefe  is  the  harveft  and  reward  of  the  peo- 
««  pies  toil.* 


»> 


The  dutoh  are  moft  certainly  devoted  to  commerce,  and,  though  in  the  midlt 
of  EUROPE,  detached  as  it  were  from  other  nations  :  they  are  bred  up  in  an  abhor- 
rence of  regal  power,  and  confequeiitly  have  a  diftafte  of  the  manners  of  the  polite 
nations  who  arc  fubjeft  to  this  form  of  government.  Under  thefe  cifcumftances^ 
they  can  hardly  be  Aippofed  to  raife  many  men  of  genius,  or  to  cultivate  the  more 
refined  arts  of  contemplative  life  and  liberal  fcience.  It  may  be  prefumed  that  later 
ages  have  improved  many  of  the  higher  ranks  of  their  people,  but  perhaps  fome  of 
them  have  at  the  fame  time  exchanged  their  parcimonious  fimplicity  for  an  expen* 
five  and  luxurious  manner  of  living,  and  by  rendering  themfelves  neceffitous; 
opened  a  way  to  thofe  temptations  which  their  artful  and  ambitious  neighbours  have 
thought  proper  to  play  upon  them. 

The  eafe,  the  gentlenefs,  the  fweetncfs  of  manners  which  we  find  in  the  polite 
nations,  are  fcldom  poffeflfed,  even  amongft  the  higher  ranks  of  the  people  in  Hol- 
land, though  we  often  meet  with  an  excefs  of  complaifance :  nor  is  this  at  all  fur- 
prifing  if  we  confider  that  men  devoted  to  the  arts  of  gain  from  their  earlieft  life, 
can  with  difficulty  be  formed  to  a  true  tafte  of  fociety.  The  amufement  in  which 
the  DUTCH  have  the  greateft  pretence  to  delicacy,  is  that  of  gardening,  for  which 
fome  of  them  contraft  fo  great  a  pafl[ion,  that  I  have  heard  tliere  is  a  law  reilraiaing 
the  price  of  tulip  roots.  r 

^  They*  are  fo  well  convinced  that  much  dlverfion  not  only  creates  expencc,  but 
calls  off  the  mind  fiom  bufinds  anddomeftic  (luties>  that  in  Amsterdam  no  public 
V  ^      /  ihows 
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ihows  are  permitted  within  the  walls*...  After  feven  in  the  evening  every  perfon' 
that  pafles  the  gates  pays  one  ftivcr,  and  a  coach  five  ftivers ;  fo  that  diverfions  are 
taxed  with  this  impoft.  It  is  not  however  very  confiderable,  for  the  people  have 
not  a  great  paiiion  for  theatrical  entertainrnqpts. .  In  the  wintertime  fkeiting  is  their 
gre^tcft  amufement.  Their  retired  manner  of  living  is  often  the  occafion  that  the 
men  when  they  afFeft  a  chcarful,  polite,  and  delicate  turn  of  manhers,  are  awk- 
ward ;  and  when  gay,  wicked  :  the  fame  remark  holds  with  the  women  alfo,  whea 
they  depart  from  a  -referved  habic  of  life. 

Their  notions  of  religion,  which  muft  ever  influence  the  manners  of  a  people,  are 
not  very  liberal ;  and  though  the  pra<flice  of  it  is  ftridly  enjoined  as  a  duty,  it  does 
not  appear  to  be  rendered  deliglitful.  .  I  have  heard  a  Hollander  ingenuoufly  ac- 
knowledge, that  their  priefts  cannot  be  in  any  great  reputation,  for  want  of  that 
politenefs  which  is  eflential  to  all  ranks  of  men  in  office  in  a  civilized  ftate.  Sir 
WILLIAM  TEMPLETS  remark  is,  '*  That  if  religion  does  more  jgood  in  other  places, 
"  it  does  lefs  hurt  here.'* 

The  fame  author  imputes  the  grandeur  of  their  ftate  in  a  great  meafure  to  the 
modefty  and  fimplicity  of  their  manner  of  living,  which  was  the  generial  fafhion 
among  the  firft  magiftrates  in  his  time  5  and  he  adds,  that  he  never  faw  the  great 
penfioner  de  wit  in  a  coach,  nor  his  cloathing,  equipage,  houfe,  or  furniture,  be- 
yond that  of  any  private  merchant. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  conceive,  that  conftant  application  to  bufinefs,  and  indefa- 
tigable induftry,  not  diverted  by  any  of  the  warmer  pafllons,  nor  by  the  habit  or 
temptation  of  pleafure,  (hoyld  produce  that  degree  of  wealth,  power  and  influence^ 
at  which  the  Hollanders  9nce  arrived,  and  of  which,  with  refpeft  to  individuals, 
they  inay  yet  boaft,  though  the  ftate  is  funk  in  reputation  as  well  as  power. 

'  With  regard  to  the  air  or  water  of  the  Netherlands,  the  elements  are  in  no 
country  more  blended  than  in  this.  The  abundance  of  water  muft  neceflarily  affe6t 
the  air.  At  fome  feafons  of  the  year,  many  of  their  moft  fertile  fpots  are  over- 
flowed)  which  renders  both  land  and  water  difagreeable.  Thoie  Dutchmen  who 
know  little  but  of  their  own  country,  alk,  how  we  manage  in  England  to  keep 
our  cattle  from  being  drowned  in  the  field  during  the  winter.  Turf,  which  is 
reckoned  much  inferior  to  wood  orxoal,  is  the  chief  article  of  fuel  to  their  inha- 
bitants. But  this  land  of  moifture  does  not  ordinarily  prevent  the  people  from  en- 
joying a  moderate  (hare  of  health,  though  their  liv,es  feem  to  befliorter  than  with  us 
in  Gi^EAT-  BRITAIN.  Thcrc  are  feveral  inftances  of  remarkable  recoveries  in  Hol- 
land, from  confumptive  cafes,  which  I  believe  are  not  fo  general  among  them  as 
in  ENGLAND.  The  reafon  of  this  I  impute  not  fo  much  to  their  climate  as  their 
careful  manner  of  cloathing.  In  England  people  too  often  drefs,  feed,  and  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  heat  and  co}d,  without  any  regard  tQ  difi^rence  of  conftitutiqn. 

'      *  ^  A  care- 

*  It  IS  a  melancholy  confideration  how  luxury  and  expence  get  ground  even  where  the  foundation  of 
|randeur  was  parcimony.  Since  1750 1  am  told  Italian  operas  are  countenanced  and  even  promoted 
Dy  fome  of  the  burgomafters. 
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A  catelefs  tndifimnce  in  this  refpeft  muft  be  often  attended  with  the  fame  or  wodb 
confequenccs,  than  an  injudicious  iiriicitude. 

Tut  vapours  arifing  from  the  canals  in  tioLt  aho,  afieft'  die  atr  in  fiich  a  man* 
ner  that  the  fronts  of  the  houfes  near  the  water  fide  are  frequently  difcoloured  in  one 
ni^ht ;  this  occafions  a  particular  attention  to  the  oatfide  as  well  as  the  interior  part 
ot  their  buildings.  The  manner  in  which  the  dvtch  doath  themfelves^  is  a  de- 
monilration  how  fubjeft  they  are  to  rheumatic  pains,  neceflity  havsig  taught  them 
that  kind  of  habit,  which  we  are  inadvertently  apt  to  ridicule. 

Thkrb  are  many  Hollanders  who  think  judicioufly,  and,  infbme  refpefts,  live 
elegantly ;  but  I  believe  few  philofophkally.  The  common  people  are  extremely 
boorifti :  I  have  feen  a  boatman  m  a  great  city,  though  ind»xl  die  diitindion  of 
city  and  village  is  very  inconfidcrable,  ftrut  up  and  abwa  a  room  with  his  hat 
on,  his  hands  on  his  hips,  and,  with  a  carelefs  air  of  infolence,  ^^tat  the  feet  of  a 
geotTeman  who  was  treating  him  with  civility,  and  giving  him  an  opportunity  of 
gaining  a  guinea  for  an  incondderable  fervice.  This  fort  of  condud  they  miftake 
for  liberty  ^,  whilft  their  knowledge  is  confined  to  the  ordinaiy  meant  of  gain,  and 
the  gratification  of  the  calls  of  nature.  Cheefe,  beer  and  tobacco  are  the  joys  which 
feem  to  crown  the  labours  of  the  common  people :  genera,  to  which  they  are  well 
known  to  be  no  enemy,  and  which  is  not  altogether  improper  to  their  cHmate,  con- 
tributes much  to  the  circulation  of  their  bloody  but  di^  are  apt  in  dietr  cups  to 
mix  cruelty  with  rufticity. 

As  they  are  not  fo  nrach  improved  In  their  fenttments  as  our  common  people,  nee- 
dier are  they  fo  ftroAg,  active  and  capable  of  labour ;  this  may  be  imputed,  not 
only  to  the  difierent  genius's  of  narions,  but  aifo  to  the  fiiperiority  of  our  climate, 
and  the  diflfevent  nature  of  the  liberty  we  enjoy:  add  tt)  this,  that  the  animal  food 
which  our  common  people  eat,  it  incotnparably  more  ftrengthening  than  their  fiih, 
cheefe,  miik  and  grout,  to  which  the  poverty  of  their  own  pTX>ducc  confines  thent. 
It  is  true  the  united  provinces  abound  m  pafture  lands;  but  cheefe  being  fo  great 
an  article  of  commerce,  as  fome  t)f  the  inhabitants  cannot,  others  will  not,  afibrd 
themfelves  flefh  for  their  diet.  A  moderate  ufe  of  animal  food  would  in  all  proba^ 
bifity^  tend  to  the  prokmgation  t>f  their  fitts  in  that  moift  cKmate. 

CoiwTAMfcv  of  employtncrtt,  coldnefe  of  complexion,  and  perhaps  the  nature  of 
liieir  ibod  alfo,  may  contribute  to  their  being  but  little  given  to  amour.  The  wo^ 
men,  1  ipealc  not  of  the  higher  rai^,  adorn  their  heads  with  gold  htce,  and  odicr. 
fuch  ornaments,  but  with  more  frugality  than  gencrafly  praftifed  tn  caitMAtiy* 
Except  a  ftw  corat  laies,  they  have  not  much  taftc  or  dehcacy  in  their  inattncrs. 
There  are  feme  of  good  compfcxtons,  but  not  many  beautiful.  Their  teeth  in  gene- 
ral 

^  Foreigners  make  eoiaplatnt  alfo  of  the  ill-manners  of  the  common  people  in  enolakd  ;  but  this  it 
exprelled  rather  by  a  libertine  than  a  boorifh  condod ;  and  thoogh  we  have  lome  fava?es  in  haman  fhape, 
yet  the  general  turn  of  our  people  is  humane:  to  this  purpofel  knew  an  inftance  of  a  common  fellow 
who  infolted  a  French  lady  in  the  ftreet,  by  the  name  of  prench  bitch.  Before  (he  advanced  many 
paces  file  happened  to  fall,  -and  the  fameman^who  had  tbtt  moment  treated  4ierwkh  4mii  mwotthy  lan- 
foage*  was  the  m*ft  who  affifted  her  in  rifitig,  addixfing  her  widi  p^ctt  cooiphiumce  in  thcfe  wuiui, 
**  I  hope,  madam,  you  have  not  hurt  yourfeb^'* 
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val  are  b«d»  prcibtbly  owing  to  the  ufe  of  hot  liquors,  as  tea,  eoSbt^  &c.  I  ob* 
ferved,  particularly  at  saardam,  that  many  of  the  women  are  pale  and  laneuid.,  and 
AOt  a  few. crooked.  They  acknowledge  that  moft  of  their  children,  tilTths  age 
of  eight  or  ten  years,  are  fickly  ^  and  indeed  the  women  feem  fo  inceilantly  employed 
in  cleaning  their  houfes,  and  other  offices,  of  which  fome  are  in  common  with  their 
kufbamis,  that  one  would  imagine  they  did  not  aBford  themfelves  reft  enough  to 
breed  chUdren,  or  at  leaft  not  time  to  fu{^)ort  them  when  they  were  born.  The 
women  in  this  country  feldom^  breed  after  the  age  of  thirty.  As  the  men  are  re^ 
markable  for  the  many  breeches  they  wear,  the  women,  for  the  moft  part,  ufe  pots^ 
with  live  coals  of  wood  or  turf,  which  they  fet  into  boxes  bored  full  of  holes,  and 
put  under  their  petticoats,  to  warm  themfelves  in  cold  weather  1  this  is  not  only  apr 
to  make  them  old  from  the  waift  downward  before  the  time  ordained  by  nature^, 
but  the  fmdlof  thccoab  is  ofieofive.  Upon  the  whole,  they  have  a  proverbialYayf- 
ii^,  that  the  dirtieft  pieoe  of  furniture  in  the  houfe  of  a.  i>inrcHM  ai«^  is  his  wile» 

Whether  it  is  the  femams  of  any  jealoufy  yrbikk  they  have  retained  (ince  thcr 
lime  of  the  sIp-a^sh  government^  or  the  mere  effect  oi  psudence^  I  could  not  help 
obferving  that  many  of  them  will  not  mention  their  wives^  in  company,  nor  do  they 
feem  pleafedthat  others  fhould  fpeakof  them;  though  in  the  moft  refpeffcful  terms- 
One  would  ima^ne  where  the  laws  are  fo  favourable  to  the  women,  as  to  give  thenr 
at  leaft  an  equal  (hare  of  dominion  with  their  hufbands,  that  converfation  fhould  be: 
more  free :  this  conduct  however  may  be  imputed  to  that  incominumcative  manner 
•f  Ufe,  in  whiciv  the  bwes  and  middle  forts  o^  the  people  ace  baed  up. 

It  is  na  uncommon  thing  in  koxxano,  except  among  thofe  who  have  travelled 
and  acquired  fbme  generofity  of  beh^viouv,  to  tveat  ftrangers  by  whom  they  g^r 
nothing,  with  that  tort  of  reierve  as  plainly  indicates  that  you  may  go  about  your 
bufinefr  as  foon  as  you  pleafe.  But  there  is  nothing  which  lowers  the  reputation 
of  the  HOLLANDERS,  or  reflefb.  greater  diihonour  on  them  than  their  cruelty.  Thi& 
does  not  arife  fo  much  from  fiery  particles  in  their  blood,  or  warm  paffions,  as  the 
Jbve  of  money,  witnefs  their  facrifices  of  humaa  blood:  but  they  have  followed  the 
example  of  their  old  mafters,  by  taking  the  fame  fteps  to  fuppprt  themlelves  in  the 
EAST  ^  the  others  did  in  the  west  indies..  In  this^  great  BRiTArN  isdiftio.*- 
guiihed,  no  past  o^  her  grqatneis  being  owing  to  unwacrantaUe  flaugbtec.. 


CHAP.      Xk 

Cf  thtprefintfititation  ef  the  dutch,  and  tBeir pariiaBty  to  rKAircii.    TMrfrp' 
vailwg  opinions  with  regard  ia  great  eritain^^ 

IF  we  confider  a  government  of  {q  compfex  ar  nature  as  i*at  of  die  vTxrrzn  pro- 
vinces, in  which  fuch  a  variety  of  interefts  and  inclination  aise  neceflary  to  fup*- 
port  it  in  foil  force  and  ef&cacy;  it  is  rather  amazkig  how  it  has  laiited  folon^^ 
than  that  of  late  years  it  has  tottefed,  and  been  in  danger  of  fubverfioik.  It  is  no* 
»can  entertainment  to  trace  this  republic  t»  its  origjin*^    Hifiodana.  feem  to  agree,, 
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that  the  people  of  which  it  is  compofed,  fo  early  as  the  time  when  the  roman  com* 
mon^alth  gave  laws  to  a  great  part  of  the  world,  were  in  the  higheft  degree 
impatient  of  any  encroachments  on  their  liberty. 

Under  philip  IT.  of  spain  they  groaned  under  heavy  oppreffions.  Several  for- 
midable attempts  were  made  from  the  year  1556  to  1579,  ^  compel  them  to  fub- 
mit  to  an  arbitrary  power,  extended  not  to  their  lives  and  fortunes  only,  but  alfo  to 
their  confciences.  Perfecutions  have  often  called  forth  fuch  axiegree  of  human 
ftrength,  as  feems  to  argue  the  interpofition  of  the  immediate  hand  of  god.*  The 
treaty  of  munster  in  1648,  at  length  fettled  the  independence  of  the  republic  :  the 
deputies  of  the  states  were  no  longer  denominated  rebels  i>y  the  Spaniards.  The 
vigilance,  fobriety,  and  induftry  of  the  dutch  having  fiippdrted  their  revolt  againft 
the  crown  of  spain,  after  many  years  fpent  in  laborious  trials  of  their  own  con* 
ftancy,  they  at  length  formed  that  plan  of  government  which  now  exifts.  How 
long  it  will  laft  is  hard  to  fay ;  the  foundation  of  it  does  not  appear  to  be  very  (ta- 
ble. A  HOUSE  divided  against  itself,  cannot  stand.  Whilftthcfc  people 
are  not  agreed  concerning  their  firft  magiftrate*  they  will  never  inveft  him  with 
power  fufiicient  to  anfwer  all  the  various  exigencies  to  which  the  ftate  is  fubjeA.' 

.  It  feems  evident  from  their  late  condudt,  from  the  prefent  condition  of  that  (tare, 
and  from  the  nature  of  their  conftitution,  that  they  are  in  no  happy,  or  fecure  fi- 
tuation.  Hence  they  require  the  help  of  a  firft  magiftrate,  whofe  power,  though 
limited,  (hall  be  fufficient  to  Qonftitute  him  the  umpire  of  all  their  interior  conteSs^ 
and  who,  by  a  proper  direftion  of  their  ftrength,  may  reftore  them  to  a  real  inde- 
pendency. Their  condudt  in  the  .late  war  was  a  dcmonftrative  proof  that  them- 
felves  conceived  their  fecurity  was  founded-  in  the  claftiing  intcreft  of  other  princes, 
and  that  their  country  was  not  in  fuch  great  danger  as  we  commonly  apprehended, 
becaufe  the  divifion  of  the  fpoil  would  create  difficulties  among  the  neighbouring 
powers. 

A  FREE  ftate,  whofe  inhabitants  are  rich,  furround^d  by  powerful  neighbours, 
able  to  fupport  a  confiderable  military  force,  and  yet  unwilling  to  fupport  it,  can 
hardly  be  prefumed  to  eicift  long  without  fome  change :  at  leaft  we  may  conclude 
that  fuch  a  fyftem  of  politicks  as  that  of  great  Britain  contending  for  the  inde- 
pendency of  the  united  provinces,  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  laft  war,  without 
their  exerting  their  own  ftrength,  cannot  laft  long.  Suppofing  that  their  preferva- 
tion  was  not  the  fole  motive  on  which  we  fet  out,  yet  it  muft  be  ever  allowed,  that 
if  FLANDERS  bccomcs  a  prey  to  France,  and-the  barrier  is  loft,  the  liberty  of  the 
DUTCH  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  French  :  and  what  would  have  become  of  the  barrier 
in  the  laft  war,  had  it  not  been  for  great  Britain,  it  is  not  <fiiEcuIt  to  determine. 

If  the  dutch  are  incapable  of  defending  themfelves;  if  their  ftate,  though  in  its 
,  early  period,  is  grown  decrepit,  .and  needs  a  fupport;  can  great"  b«.itain. afford 
fuch  a  fupport,.  or  muft  it  come  from  another  quarter  on  the  continent  .^  What 
quarter  is  hard  to  fay.  It  feems  more  confiftent  with  their  intereft  to  change 
to  fome  more  happy  form  of  government,  by  a  confent  of  the  people,  than  to  run 
*he  hazard  of  being  compelled  to  change  for  the  worfe,  by  fome  bold  invader :  and 

'if 
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if  their  independency  is  of  fuch  moment  to  ws,  as  it  may  be  prefumed  they  imagine, 
it  might  be  more  our  intereft  to  aflifl:  them  in  that  change,  than  follow  fuch  a 
fyftcm  as  that  of  the  late  war.  The  dutch  are  tenacious  of  their  liberty,  but 
fecm  to  fall  into  a  belief  that  they  need  not  provide  the  means  of  fupporting  that 
liberty,  as  their  good  friends  the  English,  and  other  allies,  will  do  that  bufinefs 
for  them.  We  may  fee  what  notions  Sir  william  temple  had  of  this  republic, 
vhen  he  fays,  "  Thus  thefe  flomachful  people,  who  could  not  endure  the  leaft 
**  eicercife  of  arbitrary  power,  or  impofltions,  or  the  fight  of  any  foreign  troops, 
**  under  the  Spanish  government,  have  been  fince  inured  to  all  of  them  in  the 
^*  higheft  degree  under  their  own  popular  magiftrates,  bridled  with  hard  laws,  ter- 
**  rified  with  fcvere  executions,  environed  with  foreign  forces,  and  opprefled  with 
**  the  moft  cruel  hardihip,  and  variety  of  taxes,  that  was  ever  known  under  any 
**  government/'  It  might  be  expefted,  that  the  remembrance  of  thefe  calamities, 
which  did  not' arife  from  us,  but  from  our  common  enemies,  ihould,  whilfl  that 
common  enemy  is  in  the  fame  ftrength  and  inclination,  bind  them  to  us  in  the 
ftrongeft  friendfhtp ;  but  this  is  plainly  not  the  cafe. 

Politicians  fecm  to  agree,  that  the  intereft  of  the  maritime  powers  is  mutual : 
that  is,  fo  long  as  they  in  fa£b  continue  to  be  maritime  powers  :  and  ought  not  the 
UNITED  PROVINCES  to  continue  a  maritime  power,  if  they  mean  to  fupport  an  inde- 
pendency i  The  union  of  fuch  maritime  powers  might  be  a  counterpoife  to  that  of 
the  houfe  of  bourbon.;  whereas  if  they  aim  at  a  counterpoife  entirely  by  land,  it  is 
plain  they  muft  go  much  farther  for  it,  engage  in  deeper  expences,  and  complex 
treaties ;  and  take  (hare  in  the  quarrels  of  other  powers,  which  muft  render  the 
welfare  of  their  ftate  the  more  precarious.  Befides,  as  commerce  naturally  increases 
with  naval  ftrength  ;  fuch  union  might  prove  the  beft  means  of  checking  the  rapid 
progrefs  of  the  trade  of  other  countries,  and  particularly  that  of  francs,  whenever 
k  (hould  prove  prejudicial  to  this  mutual  and  natural  intereft.  However  confiftent 
this  fyftem  may  be,  the  faft  is,  that  in  the  laft  war,  either  the  timidity  of  the 
DUTCH;  the  artifices  of  french  minifters,  who  difguifcd  this  matter }  or  perhaps 
that  PERSUASION  which  is  apt  to  conquer  all  mankind,  inclined  them  more  to  fee 
GREAT  BRITAIN  ruincd,  than  crcding  new  trophies  on  the  ruin  of  the  french  com- 
merce. This  is  very  certain,  that  the  dutch  looked  with  a  jealous  eye  on  the 
BRITISH  trade,  concluding  ihat  every  Aep  it  wa^  advanced*  their  own  would  be 
thrown  back. 

If  our  mtereft  vrzs  really  mutual,  they  were  as  blind  <o  their  own  advantage  and 
fecurity  as  averfe  to  ours  :  and  if  it  was  not  mutual,  the  fyftem  of  our  politics  was 
founded  on  a  fallacy,  which  they  eafily  faw  through.  It  is  a  truth  too  obvious  to 
be  denied,  that  the  Du-Tcndo  receive  fome  preient  advantages  by  their  commerce 
with  FRANCE  i  and  this  was  one  great  obftacle  to  our  detaching  them  from  that  de- 
lufive  connexion.  As  to  the  future,  it  does  not  feem  to  be  the  fafhion  of  man* 
kind  to  confider ;  their  thoughts  are  abforbed  in  prefent  gratifications.  If  this  were 
not  the  cafe,  I  prefume  the  thing  would  have  taken  a  diflferent  turn,  and  remoter 
cpnfequences  would  have  been  examined  into. 
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If  the  game  had  been  played  fair,  the  queftion  is,  whether  the  bulk  of  the  pco- 
pie  of  the  UNITED  provinces  would  not  have  feen,  that  no  point  can  be  more  ef- 
fcntial  to  them,  than  to  keep  the  wings  of  the  houfe  of  bourbon  fo  well  dipt,  as 
to  put  it  out  of  her  power  to  fly  away  with  their  country,  their  riches,  and  their 
commerce  j  for  probably  they  muft  all  go  together :  it  is  impoflible  they  can  be 
the  fame  people  under  an  arbitrary  monarchy. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  artful  evafions,  and  ungeneroufnefs  of  the  dutch  in 
the  late  war;  it  is  hard  to  fay  what  had  btcn  their  fate,  if  British  valour,  and 
BRITISH  treafure,  had  not  been  fo  much  employed  to  keep  france  at  bay.  That 
the  DUTCH  fet  out  upon  falfe  principles  in  the  late  war,  I  believe  all  the  world  will 
grant.  Who  can  relate  without  forrow,  the  event  of  the  battle  of  fontinoy, 
when  viftory  was  fnatcbed  from  us,  not  fo  much  by  our  enemies,  as  by  our  friends  ? 
,  We  had  indeed  reafon  to  fufpeft,  that  the  dutch  did  not  mean  well  to  us :  we 
knew  their  government  was  embarrafled,  and  wore  a  double  face.  Some  of 
their  miniders  were  for  fighting,  others  for  a  neutrality,  and  all  for  faving  their 
money  at  the  expcnce  of  their  very  good  and  generous  friends  and  antient 
ALLizs.  At  length  they  compromifed  the  matter,-  and  made  war  in  parade,  as  an 
excellent  expedient  to  fave  appearances,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  dieir  own  people, 
that  no  defperate  attempt  might  be  made  to  call  the  prince  of  orange  to  the  office 
of  his  anceftors.  Thofe  in  office  knew  that  fuch  a  flep  would  edipfe  that  authority, 
by  means  of  which  they  had  fo  long  lorded  it  over  the  ftate,  and  enriched  them* 
felves  and  their  families. 

It  is  remarkable  that  our  enemies,  who  knew  the  orders  and  inclinatioti  of  the 
DUTCH,  from  a  generofity  peculiar  to  foldiers,  at  the  fame  time  they  exuhed  i|> 
Our  credulity,  laughed  them  to  fcorn.  We  pulled  them  indeed  to  the  fcene  <^ 
adtion }  but  we  could  not  pull  the  trigers  of  their  mulkets,  nor  fecure  dieir  horfes 
from  being  killed,  if  they  had  engaged. 

But  what  (hall  w«  fay  of  the  friendship  and  good  intentions  of  the  dutch  j^  tha  t 
time,  if  to  this  very  day  they  avow  they  could  not  fight.  MoralJy  confidered, 
nations  are  not  accountable  to  nations  for  errors  in  politics ;  but  they  are  anfwerable 
to  each  other  for  the  non-obftrvance  of  treaties.  Whatever  motives  bialied  the  con- 
duct of  thefe  republiciins,  the  inference  from  real  fad,  cannot  but  raife  an  indigna- 
tion in  the  breafts  of  thofe  who  are  inclined  to  fhed  a  tear  to  the  manes  of  our  brave 
countrymen,  who  fell  in  that  unequal  war.  If  the  dutch  had  declared  at  that  time 
that  they  would  not,  or,  which  is  the  fame,  that  they  could  not  fight,  and  diat 
their  army  was  only  for  parade  and  obfervation  ;  I  prefume,  in  fuch  cafe,  we  could 
Complain  only  of  the  inaftivity  of  their  auxiliary  troops  as  ftipulated  by  treaty^ 
and  the  queftion  is,  if,  in  fuch  cafes,  the  party  failing  is  not  fubjeft  to  all  confe- 
quences  If  this  doftrine  was  proved  good,  the  dutch  might  now  owe  us  fifteen 
or  twenty  millions  of  pounds,  with  a  further  debt  which  they  can  never  pay,  the 
lives  of  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  of  the  braveft  troops  in  the  world. 

What  fcnfe  the  people  of  Holland  had  of  their  engagements  to  us,  appears,  in 
feme  meafure>  from  their  behaviour,  when  news  arrived  at  the  haquz  of  tSie  b^tte 
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of  FONTENOY*  It  wcHt  cufrcnt  that  we  had  deferted  the  dutch,  and  Jcft  them  to 
be  cut  in  pieces  ;  infomuch  that  the  inhabitants  were  highly  incenfed,  and  exclaimed 
bitterly,  as  if  the  English  had  compleated  that  ruin,  which  our  conduft  in  the 
QUEEN^s  war,  they  faid,  had  almoft  produced.  When  the  real  faft  was  known, 
and  the  tables  turned  on  them,  though  it  afforded  confolation  with  regard  to  the 
fafcty  of  their  army,  the  rulers  of  the  state  thought  it  neceflary  for  their,  own 
fafcty  to  retire  out  of  the  town  :  this  was  a  tacit  acknowledgment,  that  however 
difpofed  the  people  might  be  to  pufti  on  the  war,  they  thcmfclves  favoured  the 
fchemcs  of  franc e. 

To  fpeak  difpalilonately  of  the  conduft  of  the  dutch,  we  may  refleft  on  their 
fpecious  manner  of  reafoning :  "  Did  we  defire  you,"  fay  they,  **  to  make  war, 
"  much  lefs  to  bring  it  to  our  doors?  And,  after  all,  what  reliance  could  we  make 
**  on  you,  when  a  handful  of  rebels  in  Scotland  occalioned  the  demand  of  fix 
"  thoufand  of  our  bcft  troops,  at  a  time  when  we  moft  needed  them  ourfeUes  ?  if 
«*  other  powers  do  not  keep  france  within  bounds,  the  united  provinces  tjiay 
**  become  an  eafy  conqueft,  in  fpite  of  all  your  endeavours  to  prcferve  us."  This 
excufe  carries  with  it  fome  weight ;  but  they  forget  that  it  was  their  conduft  at 
fontenoy  which  brought  on  tbofc  confequences ;  that  their  fix  thoufand  men 
were  of  no  ufe  to  us  with  regard  to  the  rebellion  ;  and  lailly,  that  the  prefervatton 
of  the  united  provinces,  in  fpite  of  the  french  partifans,  became  at  length  one 
great  objeA  of  the  war  :  there  muft  then  be  an  unaccountable  defedion  in  the  hearts 
of  DUTCHMEN,  to  allow  this  reafoning  to  be  good.  The  time  may  not  be  far  oflT, 
when  they  will  sollicit  us  to  aA  in  confederacy  with  them,  and  when  they  will 
not  have  any  delufive  referves* 

The  prefent  political  conteft,  if  we  can  with  prc^riety  fey  there  is  any  conteft, 
feems  to  be,  whether,  in  cafe  of  another  war^  great  Britain  ought  to  fend  her 
native  troops  abroad ;  or  confine  herfelf  to  the  water,  and  make  her  money,  in  . 
a  reafonable  proportion  with  other  princes,  fight  her  battles  on  the  continent  ? 

Happily  for  Europe,  fiance  is  not  able  to  fupport  a  great  army,  and  a  great 
fleet  alfo,  for  any  length  of  time.  But  as  we  fometimes  fee  national  eSbrts,  which 
baiBe  all  the  fyftems  of  the  mofl:  acute  politicians ;  and  as  France  may  make  a  for- 
midable figure  both  by  land  and  fea ;  can  we  confiftently  negle<Sl  our  land  -forces  ? 
If  it  is  neceflfary  to  preferve  the  independency  of  the  dutch  -,  it  may  be  alfo  neccf- 
fary  to  employ  our  troops,  as  well  as  our  money,  on  the  continent.  It  mighct  be 
fortunate  indeed  to  eftablilh  a  fyftem  which  would  render  a  great  land- force  unne- 
*  ceflary.  If  it  is  inconfiftent  for  us  to  attempt  the  fupport  of  great  armies,  and  great 
fleets  alfo,  we  may  prefume  that  great  Britain  will  adhere  to  the  fyftem  which 
renders  that  force  leaft  neceflary,  which  is  moft  cxpenfive. 

Embarkations  of  our  land-  men  may  fometimes  be  neceflary  for  fuCh  purpofcs,  as 
neither  our  fliips  nor  money  can  execute  without  them  ;  and  in  behalf  of  thofe  ftates 
whom  it  is  our  duty,  and  may  be  our  obligation  by  treaty  to  preferve  on  the  general 
principle  of  commercial  intcreft.    But  where,  and  in  what  numbers,  feems  to  be  a 
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point  which  tht  occafion  only  can  determine.     I  apprehend  one  rule  of  politics  can<» 
not  fuit  all  times,  more  than  one  medicine  all  diftempers. 

The  fending  great  armies  abroad  has  been,  among  others,  a  means  of  involving 
BRITAIN  in  a  very  large  debt.  But  it  is  alfo  true,  that  france  has  been  greatly 
impoveriflied  by  her  wars.  That  the  latter  has  made  vaft  acquifitions  by  commerce 
within  fifty  years  paft,  muft  be  granted ;  but  yet  it  is  difputcd  if  fhe  is  now  fo  richj 
compared  with  other  states,  as  (he  was  in  king  William's  reign;  and  fince  money 
is  the  finews  of  war,  we  muft  reckon  the  ftrength  of  states  by  their  riches,  com- 
pared with  other  ftates,  as  well  as  by  their  numbers,  valour,  and  genius  for  war. 

There  are,  I  believe,  fomc  general  maxims,  which  are  neceflary  for  every  go»- 
vernment  to  adopt,  as  far  as  they  are  praAicable  without  adhering  to  a  blind  pre- 
judice. If  the  naval  force  of  great  Britain  is  her  proper  and  natural  ftrengtft, 
confidering  her  fituation,  produce,  and  the  genius  of  the  people ;  will  it  not  follow, 
that  the  more  of  fuch  ftrength  (he  poffeffes,  in  prc^rtion  to  other  states,  the 
greater  will  be  her  commerce,  and  confequently  her  riches  ?  And  if  (he  is  ftrongeft 
at  fea,  may  flie  not  command  the  fource  of  French  power,  which  i&  almoft  the 
fole  objeA  fhe  has  to  fear  ? 

Enquiries  after  political  knowledge  foon  create  difficulties,  which  fuggeft  that  the 
ftudy  of  politics  is  no  vulgar  talk,  though  we  talk  of  it  fo  familiarly.  Minifters, 
like  other  men,  are  fometimes  biafled  by  their  paffions  and  prejudices,  to  commit 
abfurdities  ;  but  it  is  their  duty  to  ftudy  the  intereft  of  a  nation,  and  their  profeffion 
to  manage  it.  Others  ought  to  approve  or  condemn  with  moderation,  as  the  fureft 
way  to  come  at  the  truth,  without  confounding  themfelves  with  the  ufe  of  names 
and  WORDS,  to  which  their  ideas  are  not  adequate. 


C    U    A    P.      XIL 

S'be  author  leaves  the  h ague..  A  defcripiion  i?/  delft.  Of  rotte rdam,  its  trade^ 
and  the  Bvuri^vi  faSlory  eftahlijhed  there.  A  Jhoxt  accounS  of  helvoet,,  and  tke 
prefent  low  ftate  of  the ^  dutch  navy. 

THE  22d  of  OCTOBER  I  left  the  hague,  and  returning  bade  part  of  the  way 
on  the  fame  canal  on  which  I  came  from  leyden,  I  arrived  at  delft  in  an 
hour,,  the  diftance  being  only  three  miles.     The  land  here  is  low,,  and  there  is  no 
.  particular  objeft  that  ftrikes  the  eye. . 

DELFTisfurroundedby  aconfidcrable  extent  of  fl^t  meadow  lands:  this  place, 
which  is  veryamient,   is  well  known  for  its  earthen  ware,  which  goes  by  that- 
^ame.     It  is  a  very  pli^afant  town,  and  well  peopled  :  the  inhabitants  are  computpd- 
^t  above  twenty  thoufand.     Its  fituation  has  invited  feveral  perfons  of  fortune  aad 
diftinftion  toxake  up  their  habitations  there  \  but  the  trade  of  the  place  is  not.cpn- 
jfcjcrable.     It  hs^s  however  a  chamber  in  the  east  indi a  company,  and  a  rank  in. 
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the  aflembly  of  the  states  of  the  province  of  Holland.  This  city  was  burnt 
down  in  1536,  and  in  1654  the  greateft  part  of  it  was  blown  up  by  an  accident  of 
the  powder  magazine  taking  fire ;  but  thefe  misfortunes  have  rather  contributed  to 
Us  beauty,  than  dcfefls,  as  may  be  inferred  from  its  prefent  appearance. 

From  hence  I  departed  for  Rotterdam;  the  diftance  is  hardly  feven  English 
miles.  This  place  may  well  be  efteemed  next  in  rank  to  Amsterdam;  and,  in 
regard  to  great  Britain,  and  the  fouthern  trade  of  europe,  has  many  advantages 
beyond  that  city  :  the  navigation  of  the  maese  being,  without  comparifon,  more 
fafe  and  commodious  than  the  paffage  of  the  texel  :  the  air  and  the  water  are  alfo 
better  than  in  Amsterdam.  The  canals  here. being  broad  and  deep,  convey  fliips 
of  burthen  into  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  exhibit  a  view  of  a  flourifhing  trade.  Be- 
ing thus  a  rival  in  commerce  to  the  metropolis,  it  is  confidered  as  an  objeft  of  fome 
jealoufy;  but  the  power  is,  for  the  moft  part,  in  the  hands  of  the  merchants  of 
AMSTERDAM.  Many  of  the  commodities  imported  here  center  chiefly  in  that  city, 
confequcntly  the  fpirit  of  competition  does  not  rife  very  high.  There  is  indeed  bu- 
Hnefs  enough  in  both  cities  to  furnlfh  employment  to  a  great  number  of  hands.. 

Rotterdam  has  a  further  advantage:  the  paffage  of  the  maese  is  generally 
open,  particularly  in  hard  winters,  fooner  than  that  of  the  texel.  They  have 
great  magazines  of  east-india  goods»  this  city  having  its  quota  of  that  trad^. 
Tobacco,  corn,  and  rice  are  alfo  confiderable  articles,  and  chiefly  imported  from 
GREAT  BRITAIN  :  they  have  great  quantities  of  tallow  from  Ireland,  for  which^ 
they  return  flax,  which  is  a  commodity  much  cultivated  in  the  united  provinc£«,. 
as  it  will  bear  a  high  rent  of  land,,  if  properly  conducted 

In  this  city  is  a  very  gpod  exchange,  where  the  merchants  meet,  and  tranfaft* 
their  bufinefs  i  it  was  finilhed  fo  late  as  the  year  1736,     Here  are  feveral  public 
buildings  of  note  ^   but;  the  mod  remarkable,  is   the  great  church  dedicated  to  < 
St.  LAWRENCE,  in  which  are  the  monuments  of  feveral  perfons  of  diflindlion,  par- 
ticularly of  their  moft  celebrated  fea-officers,  among  whom  is  that  of  admiral 
de  wit.     On  the  great  bridge  is  a  ftatue  of  the  famous  eras^mus^  who  was  bora, 
in  1467  in  aJ&nall  houfe  very  near  to  the  ftatue. 

The  BRiTiSH.faflory  in  this  place,  is  very  confiderable,  and  is,  for  the  moft  part,  . 
compofcd  of  north  britains  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  for  which  they  have  a, 
church  or  meeting-houfe.     During,  the  war  in  flanders  under  the  duke  of  mar  l- 
BpROUGH,  an  epifcopal  church  was  built  by  the  contribution  of  the  English  offi- 
cers, merchants,  and  mariners;  and  this  is  faid  to  be  the  only  regular  epifcopal: 
church  countenanced  and  eftabliflied,.  belonging  to  biutisu  fubje£ls  out  of  great 

BRITAIN. 

Mr.  DAVIDSON,:  andfeveral  others,  of  the  faftorst,  received  me  with  great  marks 
of  regard  and  politenefs,  as  welkin  confequence  of  the  feveral  letters  of  recommen- 
dation, which  my  friends  at  Amsterdam  had  given  me,  as  the  hofpitality  for  which 
the  fadory  is  diftinguiflied.  Provifions  here  are  not  cheap,  though  plenty.  The 
ftftors  live  parfimonioufly,  after  the  manner  .of  the  country,  without  parade,  but 
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With  great  fatisfaftion  and  convenience.  Expence,  noife,  and  (hew,  are  indeed 
but  the  Ihadows  of  pleafure,  ro  minds  not  fpoiled  by  a  habit  of  living  in  a  crowd  or 
in  purfuit  of  trifling  amufements.  The  expence  of  eating  and  drinking,  in  the 
HIGHEST  TASTE,  as  is  Ordinarily  undcrftood,  generally  ferves  but  to  remove  us  the 
farther  from  the  happinefs  we  feck.  The  true  end  of  thefe  fupports  of  nature,  is 
better  anfwered  by  a  little,  than  much ;  by  a  difh  or  two,  rather  than  by  a  multi- 
plicity ;  if  we  confider  what  is  due  to  health,  to  a  clear  underftanding,  to  moderate 
paffions,  fubmillive  appetites,  to  a  virtuous  caft  of  thought  i  and,  in  a  word,  to 
the  true  felicity  of  life. 

The  27th  I  left  Rotterdam  ;  the  mofl:  fpcedy  conveyance  is  faid  to  be  to 
«EWSLuvs  in  a  yatch,  and  from  thence  by  land  to  helvoet.  It  was  my  defire  to 
fee  the  banks  of  the  maese,  1  therefore  preferred  going  all  the  way  by  water. 
There  are  many  fertile  and  agreeable  fpots  of  land,  but  the  whole  did  not  anfwer 
the  idea  I  had  conceived  of  dutch  induftry,  and  knowledge  of  improvement  as 
extended  to  every  part  •.  Helvoet  sluys  is  well  known,  as  the  port  from  whence 
the  HARWICH  packet  boats  fct  oflF  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays.  Though  this 
3s  efteemed  one  of  the  beft  harbours  in  the  united  provinces,  yet  the  town  is  in 
itfelf  very  inconfiderable,  having  only  three  fmall  ftreets,  and  a  quay ;  the  laft  is  of 
fome  extent,  and  borders  a  great  part  of  the  harbour.  From  this  place  the  ifland  of 
*  GOREE  appears  to  the  fouth,  as  a  (andy  country,  and  Zealand  is  to  the  north  of  it. 

Having  often  heard  of  the  naval  ftrength  of  the  united  provinces,  (b  formida- 
ble at  fea  within  little  more  than  half  a  century ;  and  as  I  had  hardly  (een  a  Ihip  of 
war  in  any  other  port  of  thefe  provinces,  I  entertained  fome  cxpeftation  of  being 
agreeably  furprized  at  helvoet.     However  all  the  naval  ilrength  which  I  could 
difcover,  amounted  only  to  ten  capital  fhips ;  thefe  indeed  appeared  to  be  clean 
and  in  good  order,  but  without  any  modern  improvement  in  their  ftrufturc.     In 
this  particular  the  dutch  are  faid  to  be  forty  years  behind  the  English  ;  nor  ought 
we  to  be  furprized,  confidering  how  great  a  decline  there  has  been  of  dutch  naval 
ftrength.     Whether  this  wondrous  change  is  an  effeft  of  unavoidable  calamities  ;  or 
of  voluntary  national  defeftion  from  their  ancient  maxims  of  government,  the  reader 
will  beft  judge  from  the  modern  accounts  of  thefe  provinces.     It  is  not  one  hun- 
dred years  fince  the  dutch  were  able  to  vie  with  England  5  and,  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  laft  century,  even  in  the  time  of  peace,  they  thought  it  their  intereft  to  em- 
ploy between  thirty* five  and  forty  fhips  of  war.     Upon  an  emergency  they  were 
able  to  fend  a  hundred  fail  to  fea :  it  was  computed,  that  the  fupport  of  thirty 
capital  ftiips  then  coft  them  annually  only  fix  millions  of  guilders  ^.     Perhaps  the 
time  is  not  far  off  when  they  will  be  again  obliged  to  fight  at  fea,  as  well  as  by 
land :  but  if  this  power  is  departed  from  them,  which  Icems  to  be  the  cafe,  and 
great  BRITAIN  left  to  take  care  of  herfelf,  the  larger  portion  of  commerce  muft 
fall  to  her  (hare,  in  order  to  the  fupport  of  a  greater  naval  force.  This  confidcration 
feems  to  put  us  in  mind  of  the  prefent  -fituation  of  great  Britain,  and  the  nccef- 
fity  of  application  to  our  marine;  not  only  as  counterbalance  to  the  accumulating 

ftrength 

*  We  muft  make  great  allowances^  in  all  coantries,  with  reeard  to  thofe  landi  contignons  to  the  fea. 
^  Five  hundred  fifty  dioufand  pounds.    In  bn gland,  reckoning  fve  hundred  men  in  each  fhipi  k 
'  MTQuld  be  feven  hundred  twenty  thoufand  pounds. 
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ftrengthof  France,  but  as  an  eafy  and  natural  expedient  to  compenfate  for  the  in- 
fufBcicncy  of  the  dutch. 

1  HAD  the  pleafure  to  find  here  a  fmall  fquadron,  with  four  yachts,  belonging  to 
the  crown  of  great  Britain,  under  the  command  of  lord  anson,  his  britan- 
Nic  majefty  being  expeftcd  to  embark  in  a  few  days.  This  fight  gave  me  the 
more  pleafure,  as  I  had  not  fcen  a  British  (hip  of  war  for  near  eight  years  before. 
It  alfo  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  feeing  fome  of  my  old  acquaintances,  particu- 
larly my  honoured  friend  captain  edwards,  who  commanded  the  charlotte 
yacht.  I  had  no'  time  to  accept  his  civilities,  as  I  embarked  in  the  packet  a  (hort 
time  after  my  arrival  there. 

The  packets  are  built  commodioufly  for  paflfengers,  and  have  about  fourteen 
beds,  or  cabbins.  In  thefe  veflels  there  feems  to  be  a  certain  degree  of  equality 
obferved  between  the  officers  and  men,  which  flackens  the  reins  of  difcipline;  and 
perhaps  it  is  frotfi  the  fhortnefs  of  the  paflage,  that  there  is  not  fuch  a  regard  tt> 
oeconomy,  as  one  would  expe£t  where  no  rfierchandife  are  fcippofed  to  be  carried. 
They  talk  much  of  the  dangerous  navigation  between  helvoet  and  Harwich  ^ 
but  at  the  fame  time  confefs,  that  only  one  packet  has  been  loft  within  the  compafs 
of'  any  memory.  The  28th,  after  a  paffage  of  twenty-two  hours,  the  wihd  blow- 
ing hard  from  the  eaft,  I  landed  at  Harwich* 
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PART         II. 
MORAL   and    POLITICAL 

REFLEXIONS 

In  relation  to 

GREAT    BRITAIN. 

C  H  A  P    I. 

^efleHions  on  the  ufe  of  travelling. '  Tie  difficulty  of  taking  up  a  political  faith, 
thoughts  on  public  love  in  a  free  fiate.  Irreligion  the  ordinary  fource  of  national 
calamities. 

THANKS  to  the  goodnefs  of  providence,  I  am  now  returned  into  this  happy 
ISLAND ;  happy,  in  fpite  of  all  its  blemilhes,  compared  with  ;my  country 
that  I  have  yet  been  acquainted  with.  Perfeft  happinefs  moft  certainly  is  not  the 
lot  of  mortals  on  this  fide  the  grave.  The  portion  of  blifs,  which  heaven  has 
granted  to  this  nation,  like  the  diforders  arifing  from  fanguine  health,  feenis  to 
create  a  fatiety,  even  in  thofe  who  have  a  claim  to  the  reward  of  virtue  •,  as  if  we 
were  to  learn  from  hence,  that  there  is  yet  a  better  country,  whither  wc  arc  travel- 
ling, where  only  the  mind  can  poflefs  an  entire  fatisfadUon. 

The  paflage  of  a  merchant  from  one  country  into  another,  in  purfuit  of  com- 
mercial affairs,  ought  not  to  be  confidercd  in  the  fame  light,  as  the  travels  of  a  man 
of  letters,  in  fcarch  of  arts  or  learning.  But  if  in  the  courfe  of  their  obfervation 
«hcy  have  fupported  one  common  fpirit  of  national  alTedlion ;  in  proportion  to  their 
advantages  or  education  and  natural  abilities,  the  efieft  will  be  in  a  great  degree 
fimilar.  Their  own  country  muft  neceflarily  become  the  dearer  to  them,  accord- 
ing as  they  difcover  the  fuperiority  it  enjoys  in  laws  and  government,  above  other 
nations.  Being  thus  excited  by  a  generous  emulation,  inftead  of  bringing  home  the 
vices  of  other  nations,  they  will  ftrive  to  plant  the  virtues  which  are  more  peculiar 
to  foreign  climes,  and  not  the  proper  growth  of  their  own  foil. 

The  ravages  of  time;  the  ruins  of  cities  j  the  defolation  of  countries ;  the  ty- 
ranny of  kings ;  the  folly  and  Iniquity  of  fubjcAs,  in  felling  themfelves  like  beafts 

CO 
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to  the  flaughter ;  with  all  the  pernicious  effcfts  of  arbitrary  power,  muft,  in  a  fc- 
rious  mind,  draw  rcflcftions  on  the  uncertainty  of  human  affairs.  By  tracing  thefe 
events  as  near  as  poflible  to  their  fource,  the  heart  will  be  lifted  up  to  the  great 
Author  of  nature,  and,  by  obferving  how  vice  is  ever  produftive  of  mifery,  we  (hall 
adopt  a  confiftent  principle  concerning  the  general  law  of  his  moral  government. 
Though  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence  are  oftentimes  incomprehenfible,  yet 
this  ought  not  to  weaken  a  fteady  perfuafion,  that  virtue  is,  in  every  region,  and  un- 
der  every  government,  acceptable  to  him;  *«  that  what  he  delights  in  must 
"  be  happy,"  however  the  face  of  things  may  appear*  And  to  check  every  fond 
prefumption  of  independency  ;  though  we  grafp  the  fleeting  moments,  it  is  but  as 
to-morrow  when  a  curtain  will  be  drawn  over  ail  the  glories,  as  well  as  the  mife- 
ries  of  this  worid.  In  the  mean  while,  whether  we  go  abroad,  or  remain  at  home ; 
enjoy  a  profufion,  or  mediocrity  of  the  gifts  of  providence,  we  are  travelling  to 
another  country.  Our  nobleft  fcience,  our  higheft  accomplishment,  our  fupremd 
felicity,  is  the  knowledge  and  obfcrvance  of  that  compafs,  whofe  needle  points  to 
our  proper  home;  to  thofe  regions,  where  millions  of  blefled  fpirits  inhabit; 
where  the  eye  will  be  fatisfied  with  feeing,  the  underftanding  with  knowledge,  and 
the  heart  with  delights,  of  which  this  world  can  give  but  faint  ideas. 

Whether  hackneyed  in  the  paths  of  gain  and  ambition  ;  or  purfuing  the  delights 
of  a  philofophic  and  religious  caft  of  thought ;  life  dill  ebbs  out  much  fafter  than 
we  can  eafily  difcover,  or  deal  fairly  enough  with  ourfelves  to  acknowledge.  But 
a  day,  an  hour,  employed  in  the  exercife  of  reafon,  and  the  pradice  of  religion,  is 
upon  the  whole,  preferable  to  an  age  wafted  in  foolifli  purfuits  which  rife  ncThigher 
than  this  world. 

The  foul  is  everaftive:  this  world  is  its  fcene,  as  a  prelude  to  the  next:  fome 
ruling  principle  will  always  poffefs  and  lead  us  on  to  aftion.  To  be  idle,  and  to  be 
happy,  is  a  contradidtion :  but  however  employed,  he  has  no  mean  lot  who  glides 
through  life  in  tranquil  filence,  though  unobferved.  Perhaps  he  is  one  of  the  moft 
happy  of  men  j  but  all  are  not  capable  of  this  felicity. 

We  cannot  refleft  too  often,  that  *^  True  felf-love  and  focial  are  the  fame ;"  yet 
confidering  man  as  a  unity,  self  muft,  and  ought  to  predominate.  That  is  beft 
for  him  which  is  moft  produftive  of  his  particular  happinefs,  with  refped  to  tlie 
fcene  in  which  he  takes  his  part ;  and  in  which  he  is  beft  qualified  to  ad  with 
dignity,  and  with  a  due  regard  to  both  worl/Js.  We  are  happy  only  when  we  are 
employed,  and  when  fome  particular  objed  governs  the  ieffer  paflions  and  de- 
fires.  The  wife  author  of  nature  certainly  intended,  that  this  object  fiiould  be 
HIMSELF-,  and  that  all  the  various  connexions  of  our  animal,  our  focial,  our  in- 
telleftual  nature,  fhould  ultimately  terminate  in  him,  and  be  fubfervient  to  this  end. 
Here  then  let  our  enquiry  reft  ;  and  fince  every  day  brings  eternity  the  nearer  j  the 
contemplation  of  that  eternity,  ought  in  all  reafon  to  increafe,  as  our  hours  are 
fleeting  away.  Without  neglefting  the  ordinary  courfe  of  his  affairs,  the  merchant 
who  is  wife,  will  apply  moft  vigilantly  to  that  bufincfs,  in  which  his  whole  for- 
tune is  embarked. 

Vol.  1/  K  As 
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As  the  peculktr  bappineis  of  tins  goverameot  leads  werj  thiftking  fiibjoft  to  dif* 
clofe  freely  his  fentiments,  as  far  as  tie  jnay  judge  tfaem  cooduci^  to  tbe  oacbnal 
welfare,  may  I  finiih  my  jouinai  with  fbine  indulgence  of  icbis  (on  ?  But  in  if>eakiBg 
of  public  affiurs,  the  tnind  ought,  in  a  more  peculiar  mMoer,  to  be  diveftod  of  all 
prepoffeffion,  or  it  can  anfwer  no  ead  but  to  adopt  or  confirm  a  principle,  which, 
though  true,  loies  its  charms  by  bdng  founded  in  prejudice,  if  the  purfuit  of  wif- 
dom  and  virtue  is  the  proper  boTuiefs  of  life^  we  ought  to  examine  befi>re  we  pro- 
nounce fentence  %  and  always  to  be  diffident  where  we  have  not  had  opportunities  of 
knowledgie.  I  am  very  fenfible  that  even  general  refleAions  on  poUmcal  inteorftt 
belong  to  thofe  who  are  ^own  ^rey  in  ei^)erience,  ratker  than  to  tranfient  fpodbir 
tors. 

The  knowledge  vrhich  I  have  of  my  own  country  being  acquired  abroad,  and 
very  limited ;  the  affairs  of  it  now  appear  to  me,  in  a  great  roeafure,  as  matter  of 
enquiry  and  curtofity,  as  well  as  intereft.  Things  ever  ftrike  «s  moft,  whi{c  tfacj 
9re  moft  new :  the  indulgent  reader  may  confider  me  yet  as  a  travriler»  who  gives 
his  thoughts  of  things  as  their  novelty,  riieir  variety,  or  tfadr  fingularity  aflbft  iiioi  ^ 
with  feme  diftindion  however  in  regard  xo  the  motive 4  as  well  as  fomc  pcemoua 
knowledge,  derived  from  the  early  impreilions  of  youth. 

It  is  the  happinefi  of  a  free  ftate,  dire£led  by  good  laws,  that  every  member  .fae« 
longing  to  it  is  entitled  to  protection,  fo  long  as  lie  obeys  tboie  laws*  The  dignity 
he  derives  from  hence  raifes  btm  in  his  own  eftcem :  this  is  apt  to  render  him  in- 
quifltive  in  matters  of  which  he  is  not  qualified  to  judge,  and  is  tbe  cau&«f  infiniis 
follies.  Even  thofe  who  are  bred  up  in  the  knowledge  of  national  affiiirs  in  khg* 
LAND,  arc  generally  fwayed  by  their  prejudices  in  favour  of  fome  perfon  or  party  •, 
in  the  mean  while,  the  number  of  the  judicious  and  unprejudiced  is  fo  fmally  that  a 
man  has  hardly  any  opportunity  of  learning  bow  to  fettle  bis  mind» 

How  can  it  be  imagined  in  an  age  in  which  corruption  abounds,  txtf  in  xvoLAm 
only,  but  in  every  country,  that  only  virtuous  men  Ihould  be  in  office  ?  To  rail  at 
them,  without  confidering  the  corruption  of  mankind  in  general,  muft  render  the 
complainant  fufpeded  of  difcontent,  becaufe  he  is  not  in  office  himfelf  When  the 
infiuence  of  the  crown  preponderates ;  and  the  meafures  which  are  purfued  do  not 
immediately  produce  all  the  good  we  fondly  expe£tcd ;  the  fubjedts  who  do  not  receive 
any  pscuniary  advantaoes  from  the  government,  for  others  have  gentfrally  the 
wit  to  hold  their  tor^gues,  are  apt  to  cry  out  againil  the  court ;  or  againft  the  mi- 
nifter;  forgetting  that  the  true  fource  of  national  calamities,  in  a  free  itate>  is  tbe 
venality  and  impiety  of  the  people. 

It  muft  be  apparent  to  men  who  make  any  obfervations,  that  thofe  who  bellowed 
loud  for  liberty,  and  were  impatient  to  pull  down  thofe  in  power,  have  generally 
given  the  fame  offence  themielves,  when  they  became  vefted  with  authority ;  whence 
it  has  been  natural  to  conclude,  that  the  people  were  capricious,  and  not  capable  of 
contentment ;  or,  with  ibme  few  exceptkuis,  all  equally  corrupt }  and  cbangfid 
their  principles,  or  their  conduct,  with  their  outward  condition. 

B. 
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B£  this  9i  k  may,  it  U  furprifing  to  met  how  Hule  the  people  of  this  iiland  genc^ 
Tally  feem  to  know  of  their  own  advantages  and  happinefs.  Complaints  are  lb  of- 
ten the  fubjeA  of  difcourfe,  ewn  among  the  more  fober  part,  that  one  would  ima- 
gine  the  ftate  was  under  the  greateft  dillrefs ;  and  in  imminent  danger  of  ruin. 
^*  How  great,  fay  they,  are  the  emoluments  of  offices,  and  how  little  is  done  for 
^  them !  vanity  and  ambttion,  and  a.  devotion  to  luxury,  reign  in  the  breads  of 
«<  THOUSANDS  ;  and  the  robbery  of  their  country,  by  every  bafe  artifice,  is  either 
*<^  openly  countenanced  and  proteded,  or  connived  at  and  left  unpunifhed  :  whilit 
<*  the  freedom  eftablillied  in  the  original  plan  of  this  government,  exifts  in  little 
*•  more  than  a  name.  To  one  pcrfon  who  even  pretends  to  love  his  country,  there 
**  are  a  hundred  who  are  cheri(hed,  if  not  openly  applauded,  by  their  friends  or 
V  confederates,  in  confequence  pf  their  fortune  or  addrefs  in  pillaging  the  public. 
^^  The  way  of  doing  this  with  desiterity  and  addrefs,  is  a  fcience  of  the  mod  profit- 
^'  able  kind.  Shall  we-  draw  a  curtain  over  our  nakednefs,  and  hide  our  fhame  i 
^^  Alas  it  is  top  apparent  to  be  an  object  of  concealment !  Foreigners  fee  it,  and 
«*  will  contemn  us  till  they  perceive  a  change  in-our  condition,  by  the  exertion  of 
«^  national  virtue.  And  what  fatisfadion  ought  it  to  aflford  us,  if  other  nations  are 
^^  more  vain  and  abandoned  than  this  ?  Do  we  defire  to  put  on  the  fame  kind  of 
^<  chains  as  they  wear ;  and,  with  all  the  advantages  of  our  glorious  conftitution,  be* 
^<  come  yet  more  wretched  thon  they  ?  Things  are  come  to  that  pafs,  that  if  this 
^'  nation  does  exift,  it  muft  Arft  fall  a  facrifice  to  venality,  and  rife  ag^in  out  of  its 
^  own  aihes.  Are  we  not  eighty  millions  in  debt,  and  confequentTy  our  credit 
.^  plunged  deep  ?  We  are  threatened  with  a  war  in  a  few  years,  but  what  meafures 
^*  are  taken  to  reduce  that  debt,  and  enable  us  to  fupport  a  war  .^  'Tis  hard  to  fay 
^^  what  all  ttus  will  come  to*  Obfcrve  the  conduft  of  fome  men  of  the  greateft 
^  quality  in  the  kingdom  $  perfons  who  in  many  refpeifb  are  worthy  of  great  honor 
^«  and  etleem ;  and  whofe  rank  and  fortune  fee  them  in  a  point  ot  view,  to  make 
<^  their  examples  of  the  greateft  moment ;  and  yet  thefe  men  indulge  themfclves  in 
^^  a  paffion  for  o  a  mi  kg,  in  violation  of  thofe  very  laws  they  themfelves  made,  and 
"^  by  which  the  ftate  is  ta  be  fupported*  What  can  ^fiord  more  delight  to  ^n  am« 
^  bilious  FB.ENCHMAN,  than  to  fee  fuch  men  promote  a  contempt  of  our  own  laws 
"^^  by  the  weight  of  their  example  ?  If  the  eaaAT  amufe  thecnielves  with  unlawful 
«^  games,  the  lowxx  classes  of  the  people  will  have  theirs  alf^  i  and  the  breach 
^  of  laws  miift  terminate  in  our  shame,  our  dishonor,  our  decline,  our  ruin. 
^«  Nor  will  our  feeming  affluence  avail  us^  if  by  gi^daeipos  of  fplendid  infamy,  our 
**^  very  leaders  condu6t  us  into  that  (lavery,  under  which  almoft  every  nation  of  the 
**  world  already  mourns/' 

Now  what  imprefiions  ought  a  man  to  receive  upon  hearing  fuch  fort  of  com- 
plaints? Are  they  true  in  tl^  whole,  or  in  p^rt?  Are  they  the  cffc&s  of  party 
XEAL,  of  PREJUDICE,  of  a  natural  propenfity  in  the  people  of  this  country  to  rnur* 
mur,  notwithftanding  all  the  good  they  ei^oy ;  or  a  want  of  that  very  natioi>al 
love  which  is  the  fubjeft  of  complaint  ^  or  in  fhort»  is  it  a  compound  of  all  thefe  i 
Under  our  pre&nt  circumftances^  a&d  the  riches  and  liberty  which  we  really  enjoy, 
complaints  can  meaii  no  more  nor  lefs  tbaathis^  that  we  are  become  &>  weak  as  not 
^o  difcern  our  own  intereft,  or  fo  vicious  as  not  to  regard  it,  any  farther  than  the 
prefent  momentary  gratification.    If  this  be  true  in  any  degree,  the  evil  is  rather 

K  2  increafed 


68  REFLECTIONS    ON   TRAVELLING,  I>aitn. 

increafed  than  diminifhed  by  fuch  liberal  complaints.  Some  may  talk  in  this  man- 
tier,  from  m  honeft  refcntment  of  national  vices ;  yet  it  is  to  be  doubted,  whether 
their  refcntment  is  not  blended  with  a  ftiare  of  that  very  immorality  which  is  the 
fubjedl  of  complaint.  That  we  poffcfs  a  great  deal  of  virtue  is  as  clear,  as  that  we 
arc  a  free  people.  But  that  we  have  not  virtue  enough  to  be  fo  formidable,  or  fo 
fccure,  as^prcvidence  fccms  to  invite  us  to  be,  is  the  complaint  of  thofe  who  wiQi 
well  to  their  country  :  perhaps  it  isi equally  true  alfo  ;  though  it  cannot  be  demon- 
ftrated  fo  eafily  as  prefumed.  Surely  it  is  a  fault  to  indulge  ourfelves  in  complaints 
at  a  venture,  and  to  fling  at  men  in  public  life,  though  we  are  tender  of  private 
charaflers. 

If  to  rob  a  nation  by  collufive  or  injurious  praflices,  is  an  atrocious  crime,  with 
what  confiftency  can  we  believe  that  thofe  who  pafs  for  honeft  men  have  been  guilty 
cf  it  ?  We  certainly  ought  to  be  tender  in  our  accufations  of  this  kind.  Credulity 
docs  not  argue  any  ftrength  of  judgment :  and  the  virtue  of  the  mind  ever  rifes  or 
falls,  with  the  charity  which  we  cherilh  or  fupprefs. 

To  confider  things  and  perfons  according  to  the  common  fenfc  and  reafon  of  man*' 
kind  :  *'  There  are  few,  very  few,  fays  a  greiit  author  %  who  have  the  opporYu*- 
•'  NiTY,  and  the  WILL,  and  the  ability  to  reprefent  things  truly.  Befides  the 
**  matters  of  fa  A  themfelvcs,  there  are  many  circumstances  which  before  fentence 
*'  is  paft,  ought  to  be  known  and  weighed,  and  yet  fcarcecver  can  be  known,  but 
**  to  the  perfon  himfelf  who  is  concerned.  He  may  have  other  views^  and  another 
••  fenfc  of  things  than  his  judges  have;  and  what  he  understands,  what  he  feels,- 
*'  what  he  intends,  may  be  a  fecret  confined  to  his  own  breaft.'*  If  this  is  gene- 
rally true  in  common  life,  it  muft  often  hold,  with  regard  to  thofe  who  are  charged 
with  the  government  or  a  nation:  their  taik  requires  great  labor  and  abi- 
lities i  and  proper  allowance  muft  be  made  for  the  imperfedlions  of  human  nature, 
efpecially  with  regard  to  the  fallacies  of  mens  judgments.  Hence  if  we  ought  to 
be  flow  in  believing  injurioufly  of  mankind  in  general,  on  the  authority  of  dubious 
reports,  or  by  opinions  drawn  from  confequences,  without  regard  to  the  motives  of 
a^ion  :  by  the  calumnious  echo  of  words  againft  men  in  high  ofike,  we  are  very 
fubjedl  to  err  with  regard  to  our  morals,  as  well  as  our  judgment.  If  our  com- 
plaints prevent  that  unanimity  on  which  the  good  of  every  ftate  depends,  we  may^ 
imagine  ourfelves  to  be  patriots,  and  yet  do  an  injury  to  our  country* 

In  private  life,  a  difpofition  inclined  to  the  fubmifiive,  is  not  that  which  makes  the 
greateft  eclat  ;  but  it  certainly  is  moft  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of  human  nature^ 
becaufe  it  was  praAifed  by  him  who  was  the  great  pattern  of  human  perfedkion.  In 
fpite  then  of  the  fuggeftions  of  pride,  this  rule  of  conduft  muft  be  the  moft  amiabltt 
In  order  to  be  free,  is  it  neccffary  to  be  querulous  or  turbulent  ?  Freedom  muft  arifc 
from  a  ftcady,  even  principle ;  a  determined  refolution  not  to  offend  againft  our 
own  minds^-,  or,  in  other  words,  to  adhere  to  what  is  right.  To  this  we  may  add 
vigilance  and  care  in  our  refpeftive  ftations,  that  thofe  who  are  our  immediate  guar-^ 
dians  take  no  fteps  dcftruftive  of  our  fafcty.  5 
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Oun.  eompafiion  for  human  infir  mities,  is  generally  in  proportion  to  the  degree 
»F  knowledge  we  have  of  human  nature.  This  confideration  in  good  minds, 
will  check  the  fpirit  of  national  complaint  upon  trivial  evidence,  and  confequently 
rcftore  a  greater  national  virtue.  If  thofe  hours  fpent  in  political  fatyr,  were  ap- 
plied to  the  cultivation  of  knowledge  and  virtue  -,  even  granting  there  is  fufficient 
eccafion  of  complaint,  what  good  might  we  not  expert  ?  Among  the  lower  clafles 
of  the  people,  complaints  are  feldom  without  great  ignorance  ;  and  thofe  of  the 
higher  rank  generally  include  a  fccret  defire  of  the  emoluments  poffeflcd  by  the  very 
perfons  who  are  the  fubjcfts  of  fuch  complaints.  And  of  whom  Ihould  we  com- 
plain, but  of  ourfclves  ?  What  is  our  boafted  conftitution  ?  What  our  darling  li- 
berty, but  that  we  cannot  be  ruined  without  our  own  confcnt  ?  Was  the  making 
complaints  the  charaftcriftic  of  virtue,  we  fhouid  then  be  our  own  panegyrifts  j  but : 
ftill  they  would  anfwer  little  purpofe,  till  we  brought  that  virtue  into  adion.  One 
vigorous  and  well  concerted  remonftrance  of  a  real  evil,  muft  be  ever  more  cffertual 
than  a  thoufand  vague  complaints. 

If  wexonfider  that  this  is  a  mixed  government,  and  that  the  parts  of  which  it  13 
compofcd  are  numerous,  we  may  indulge  a  jcaloufy;  but  hard  words  can  be  war- 
rantable only  when  the  iniquity  is  flagrant.  Let  u&  call  to  mind  the  advantages  we 
enjoy  above  any  people  in  the  world,  and  that  the  flaws  in  fome  characters  and  dif- 
pofitions,  are  hid  by  the  luftre  of  thofe  virtues  and  talents  which  fliine  forth  in  others. 
If  we  ever  looked  to  our  own  rather  than  to  our  neighbours  faults,  the  ftate  would 
CERTAINLY  bc  the  bcttcr;  for  nothing  is  more  plain  than  this,  that  every  indivi- 
dual, who  governs  his  life  by  the  rules  of  right  reafon,  contributes  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom.  We-all  Jciiow  that  government  mufl:  be  maintained ;  powe& 
iDuft  be  lodged  fomewhcre.  We  know  that, we  enjoy  liberty ;  thofe  who  doubt 
whether  we  are  free  or  not,  certainly  do  not  know  what  flavery  is. 

The  fpirit  of  conteft  in  the  difierent  branches  of  the  legiflative  body  of  this  ifland^ 
feems  to  fubfide ;  and  yet  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  words  public  debt  are  no 
fooner  mentioned,  than  the  people  ftart,  as  if  they  faw  an  apparition.  Talk  of 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  they  (hake  their  heads  and  cry,  *^  Alas,  the  laws  are 
•*  trampled  upon."  If  this  repofe  means  an  union  of  councils,  it  is  a  happy  circum- 
ftance  with  regard  to  the  debt,  as  well  as  to  that  libertinifm,  againft  which  we 
have  reafon  to  complain.  It  cannot  be  prefumed  that  fuch  an  union  will  decline  . 
into  a  fupine  negligence,  much  lefs  be  employed  to  diftrefs  the  ftate. 

It  may  be  obferved  further,  that  many  of  the  people  of  this  island,  who  have 
high  notions  of  liberty,  are  offended  at  the  name  and  power  of  a  first  minister'; 
as  one  of  the  great  officers  of  the  ftate  is  generally  called.  They  figure  to  them- 
felves  that  his  power  is  very  extenfive  -,  and,  from  an  obfervation  of  the  ftrong  con- 
nexions between  his  office  and  their  own  reprefentatives,  Jmagine  that  he  may  do 
whatever  he  pleases:  but  as,  iii  faft,  he  does  not  every  thing  they  think  is 
right ;  they  conclude  immediately,  that  he  is  omifllve  in  his  duty  ;  purfues  the  gra- 
tifications of  his  own  ambition ;  and  therefore  his  power  tends  rather  to  dcftroy^  . 
than  fupport  the  common*  wealth. 
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OptNiOM  taken  up  in  a  hurry,  and  wich  prtjudicest  are  hardly  ever  joflv  with 
regard  to  peribns,  or  things.     A  minifter,  who  (hould  happen  to  be  a  man  of  great 
diffimulation  and  aonbitioo,  joined  to  great  parts*  is  indeed  an  objofb  of  jba« 
LOUsy ;  but  if  the  people  are  true  to  tbemfelves,  how  can  fuch  a  man  fuppoft 
himfclf  in  his  power  ?  We  muft  be  the  inftru'ments  of  our  own  ruin  whenever 
that  happens.     On  the  other  hand,  let  us  confider  this  office  in  the  hands  of  a  man, 
who  MBANS  wbil;  whoie  ambition  is  most  apparsntly  limitedt  and  whofe  fri^ 
VATE  CHAAACTBR  has  nothing  dan^rous  in  it;  fuch  a  perfon  will  appear  as  neceir 
iary,  as  he  is  a  valuable  fubje£t.    Liberty,  in  the  higfaeft  ienfe,  has  been  ideal  ever 
£nce  the  crime  of  our  firft  parents  ;  we  can  only  prefervc  fuch  a  portion  of  it,  as 
we  juilly  dignify  by  that  venerable  name.     To  prevent  perplexities  in  t^e  councils 
of  a  nation ;  and  irrefolutioo  in  the  condu&  of  government ;  it  is  become  neceflaryt 
in  fome  meafure,  that  there  (hould  be,  as  I  believe  there  is,  in  almofl:  every  de- 
partment of  the  government,  a  perfon  whom  they  call  a  leading  man.     This 
feems  to  be  the  natural  effeA  of  fuperior  talents,  or  fuperior  induftry ;  of  fome  di« 
ftinguifhed  power  of  doing  good,  or  at  lead  a  reputation  of  integrity  and  difm« 
tereftednefs.     Thefe  men  however  are  not  the  Ibrds,  but  the  fervams  of  the  public ; 
and  folong  as  they  behave  with  moderation ;  and  in  the  general  tcoor  of  their  con* 
dud,  a£t  with  a  view  to  the  good  of  fociety,  though  with  fome  imperfeflionst 
ought  they  not  to  be  confidered  as  useful,  and  even  as  essential,  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  ftace  f  Thus  the  matter  will  reft  on  the  degree  of  vice  or  iotperfedioa, 
that  (hould  render  a  minister  odious  or  difagreeable ;  and  in  our  cftunate  of  iueh 
defeds>  we  muft  compare  men  with  men,  and  not  with  aogels« 

With  regard  to  the  legiflattve  body  of  this  nation,  the  firjst  minister,  for  thtt 
h  the  term  that  all  parties  adopt,  I  prefume  is  a  kind  of  representative  on  behalf  of 
the  regal  prerogative  i  and  his  office,  as  fuch,  is  underftood  to  reconcile  the  difi* 
culties  that  may  occur,  concerning  the  interefts  and  inclinations,  of  the  Ibvereign 
and  his  fubjeds.  How  any  particular  man  arrives  ac  this  office,  la  as  eafy  to  com- 
prehend, as  chat  kings,  like  other  men,  chufe  fuch  inftrumenu  for  their  purpc^ 
as  they  think  beft ;  and  fometimcs  they  chufe  with  great  propriety.  If  tfaeie  was 
f>o  fuch  perfon  for  the  crown,  k  feenM  as  if  there  would  be  one  aoaiv»t  i€-»  and 
might  not  H£  hurt  the  conftitution  yet  more ;  fince  it  is  a  principle  eftabltftied»  that 
the  (late  muft  be  fupportcd  by  monarchical,  though  Hmtced,  power  ? 

All  periods  of  time  producea^unaerous  train  of  difccMCented  fub]efis,liMQewiTH, 
and  many  more  without  reafon.  Partiality  to  our  own  faults  is  apt  to  make  us 
ascribe  the  evils  we  fuffer,  real  or  imatginary,  eo  tay  caufe,  rather  than  to  our  own 
vices  and  imperfe(Aions.  The  comfMifiibn  of  chara^ers  renders  them  odious,  or 
amiable ;  but  we  ought  not,  I  think,  to  judge  frocn  a  few  choice  ipirits,  but  con^ 
JEider  what  is  the  general  turn  of  a  people. 

Liberty,  national  honor,  or  whatever  idea  of  moral  exceUence  chtfms  us, 
iiever  did,  nor  never  can  exift  k>f^,  without  virtue.  Virtue  is  the  o&Jy  ftable 
foundation  on  which  the  happinefs  of  a  private  man,  a  family,  or  a  nation  can  be 
built.  The  experience  of  all  ages  proves,  that  every  rcfinenrrent  foreign  to  this  ow)- 
dve,  muft  ultimately  terminate  in  ruin.    Vke  may  reign  for  a  feafon$  but  the  fu- 
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preiM  ^vCfOOT  oF  the  world  will  vindicate  his  authority  :  and  chough  this  does  not 
always  happen  within  the  (hort  compafsof  human  life;  yet  national  vices  have 
been  ever  CQnreAod  by  national  calan^icies,  and,  I  prefume^  ever  will  be  fo.  It 
.caeoot  poflibly  be  otherwife  in  the  nature  of  things ;  tor  if  there  is  a  God  who  go- 
verns the  world ;  with  refpeft  to  men,  religion  muft  be  the  rule  of  that  govern- 
ment. The  coercive  power  of  human  legiflatures,  can  no  more  fupport  a  ftatc  with- 
out the  fuperior  law  ef  religion,  than  due  order  can  be  maintained,  where  the  judge 
,is  as  corrupt  as  the  crkiiinal ;  or  the  father  as  vicious,  as  his  offending  fon.  The 
Jiiftory  of  the  world  proves  this  afiertion  ;  and  I  believe  it  is  generally  found  true, 
that  fome  evils  whieh  happen  to  the  body  politic,  have  a  great  analogy  with  wounds 
in  the  natural  body ;  that  is,  that  they  prove  extremely  difficult  to  cure  when  the 
MAB^iT  is  bad,  though  they  might  otherwife  beeafily  healed. 

T^vE  politics  are  undoubtedly  built  on  true  feligion :  a  nation  long  accu(lomed 
to  be  .governed  by  laws  founded  in  reafon,  and  a  defence  of  the  rights  of  mankind, 
cannot  fubmit^o, any  other,  without  the  convulfive  panss  of  expiring  liberty.     But 
Jt  is  as  eafy  to  conceit  that  any  ftate  may  be  difflblved  by  the  immorality   of  the 
people,  as  that  there  are  countries,  which  having  once  :been  (ree,  naw  groan  under 
arbitrary  power.     Let  the  miferies  of  fuch  countries  be  truly  known,  and  a  free 
nfttion  will  tremble  at lOvery  aft. of  injuftice  that  may  produce  them.     What  avails 
rthe  fu^rioricy  of  this  iconftitution,  if  the  virtue  in  cwhich  it  is  founded,  does  not 
.continue  to  fuppprtits  influence?  The  notion  of  liberty  would  only  ferv^  to  delude 
us  with  an  imaginary  phantom ;  the  real  excellency  of  k  jvfusT  ever  be  connefted 
with  the  hearts,  and  minds  of  the  people,  correiponding  with  the  laws ;  their  know- 
ledge and  riches  being  only  means  fubfervient  to  its  fupporc. 

Were  we  to  lofe  our  virtue,  in  the  ftrrdteft  fenfe,  we  muft  tofeour  liberty  alfo. 
The  arbitrary  power  which  prevails  in  fome*  other  nations,  would  be  a  compulfive 
means  of  employing  THuaftrength  to  our  ruin;  whilft  our  freedom  of  with- 
.holding  our  afliftance  in  Cuppon  of  the  commonwealth,  might,  by  our  asking  con- 
trary to  the  apparent  deflgns  of  providence,  prepare  an  eafier  way  to  their  conqueft, 
if  we  did  not  fall  by  our  own  hands.     In  proportion  to  the  difabedience  of  laws, 
.divine  or  human,  by  the  obfervance  of  which  the  conftitution  has  been  fo  long  and 
fo  happily  fupporttd,  it  muft  tend  to  its  diflblution  ;  for  the  contrary  of  that  which 
fet  it  up,  muft  throw  it  down  again.     I  think  nothing  can  be  more  demonftrable 
than  this;  if  LiB3RTiiri«M  is  cafrried  to  a  certain  degree,  the  cofrcive  power  muft 
become  arbitrary,  in  the  rigid  fenfe  of  that  word.     A  nation  which  has  not  vir- 
.liue  enough  to  be  ruled  by  the. laws  of  realbn,  muft  fubmit  to  military  force,  as  is 
now  the  cafe  of  nwch  the  greaaeft  part  of  the  world.     Thus  li&erty  ceafes,  and 
.when  that  is  gone,  it  is  no  impropriety  to  fay  the  nation  is  undome.     Has  ever  fo 
.formidable  a  ftace  as  this,  fallen,  but  under  the  weight  of  its  own  vices  ?  Great  mo- 
.narchies  have  been  diflblved  only  by  great  coFVuption  and  civil  difcord  ;  fo  that  the 
Almighty  h^s  certainly  annexed  temporal  felicities  to  nations^  as  well  as  eternal  re- 
wards to^m^n,  .in  confe^iuence  of  their  virtue. 

I  hope  this  nation  wilt  continue  great  and  happy,  till  time  Ihall  end  his  reign  •, 
but  if  tbe^  ii^mpiiji!c  mUoat  of  providence  has  oiNdained  the  period  of  British  hap- 
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pinefs  to  draw  to  an  end,  by  any  rule  of  his  government  of  which  we  have  no  ex- 
perience, we  muft  fubmit  to  the  decrees  of  heaven :  but  it  will  ever  be  in  our 
POWER,  I  am  fure  it  ought  to'bcin  our  choice,  to  welcome  an  honourable  death, 
rather  than  inglorious  chains.  If  we  do  fall,  bur  hearts  ought  to  bleed  as  vic- 
tims to  liberty  and  virtue. 

The  name  of  a  free  ftate  has  fomething  divine  lodged  in  it :  whilft  every  one  is 
follicitous  to  prcferve  every  one,  they  perform  the  office  of  a  guardian  angel.  On 
the  other  hi^nd,  where  public  fpirit  ceafcs  to  prevail  in  the  minds  of  a  people ;  how 
can  they  long  fubfift  in  that  ftate  without  arbitrary  power  ?  The  notion  of  a  public 
fpirit  cannot  be  confined  •,  its  objeft  is  ages  paft,  and  it  looks  forward  to  the  verge  . 
of  time.  We  have  no  certainty  how  long  the  world  will  laft ;  and  little  can  we  pre- 
fume  on  the  exiftence  of  a  particular  nation,  however  wife  the  government  of  it  may 
be :  but  how  much  greater  is  the  probability  of  that  exiftence,  than  of  the  duration 
of  any  particular  man's  life  ?  Man,  as  confidered  feparate  from  the  community  rs, 
in  the  moft  emphatical  fenfe,  "  a  thing  of  nought,  his  time  pafles  away  like  a  flia- 
^'  dow  :'*  but  with  regard  to  the  duties  of  fociety,  be  not  only  exifts  as  long  as 
TIME,  but  is  partaker  of  a  glorious  immortality. 

What  conftitutes  the  greatnefs  or  goodne(s  of  a  man  but  his  regard  to  the  fociety  ? 
■or  why  is  a  prince  called  good,  and  his  people  ready  to  offer  themfelves  as  victims 
for  his  fafety,  but  as  he  honors,  loves,  and  refpc<5ts  the  community,  of  which  he 
^profeiTes  to  be  the  guardian. 

The  prefent  and  future  happinefs  of  individuals,  as  well  as  the  felicity  of  the 
*ftate,  are  all  intimately  dependent  on  each  other.  True  politenefs  is  but  humanity 
«fined,  which  ultimately  centers  in  charity,  public  love  is  but  the  fame  cha- 
rity, adapted  to  the  dignity  and  profperity  of  the  community,  of  which  we  arc 
members.  A  free  government  is  moreover  the  state  of  nature,  with  regard  to 
the  equality  of  men  and  of  their  common  rights.  Public  love  cannot  be  fc^ 
parated  from  the  idea  of  fuch  a  ftate ;  and  as  the  notion  of  this  love,  implies  a  de- 
fire  of  the  virtue,  and  temporal  felicity  of  men  ;  it  is  analogous  with  that  charity, 
which  the  almighty  has  appointed  as  the  great  rule  of  condu£ti  and  with* 
OUT  WHICH  he  has  given  mankind  no  title  to  eternal  happinefs. 

The  liberty  for  which  we  pretend  to  be  ready  to  die,  neceflarily  includes  the  love 
of  pofterityj  but  an  immoderate  tcndernefs  of  ourfclves,  on  the  narrow  pr  in* 
ciPLE  of  a  vicious  felf-Iove,  is  injurious  to  pofterity.  Upon  this  narrow  princi- 
ple it  is,  that  we  do  not  confent  to  a  fmall  change  of  our  manner  of  life,  that  would 
enable  us  to  fupport  the  ftate  in  greater  fafety,  reputation,  and  fplendor.  With- 
out a  fubmiffion  to  fome  adls  of  felf  denial,  we  can  neither  be  politically,  nor  mo- 
rally virtuous :  we  cannot  fupport  fuch  an  equality  of  ftrength,  nor  fuch  a  cori- 
iiftency  of  <:ondu£t,  as  are  eflential  to  the  maintenance  of  ib  admirable  a  conftitution 
^s  ours ;  nor  be  enabled  to  guard  againft  the  over- bearing  infoiencc  and  fuperior 
numbers  of  our  enemies.  It  muft  needs  be,  that  either  we  are  not  aware  of  the 
«nd  of  the  courfe  we  run ;  or  we  do  not  mean  what  we  fay,  when  we  talk  of  (pil- 
Jing  our  blood  in  the  caufe  of  liberty.  If  the  former,  we  only  want  considera* 
TjoN :  if  the  latter,  we  want  every  thing  for  which  life  ought  to  be  defirable. 
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It  is  a  very  ftmiUar,  btrc  no  left  jUft  thought,  which  we  find  in  a  late  ceTeSrateiJ 
writer  %  in  ailufion  to  the  prefeAt  ftate  of  things  in  this  rsLANo.  There  have  beeA 
times  of  much  greater  danger  than  the  prefent ;  yet  if  we  confider  what  the  ordinary 
confequences  of  human  actions  are ;  and  by  what  means  nations,  yet  more  formida- 
ble than  this,  have  come  to  ruin,  we  fhall  underftand  the  force  of  what  the  author 
has  remarked :  *'  From  their  **  railleries,  on  the  barbarity  artd  mifcry  of  our  island', 
•*  one  cannot  help  reflcding  on  the  farprifeing  fate  and  revolution  of  kingdoms  \ 
•*  how  ROME,  once  the  miftrefs  of  the  world,  the  feat  of  arts,  empire,  and  glbryi 
^*  now  liesf  funk  in  floth,  ignorance,  and  poverty  j  enflaved  to  the  moft  cruel,  as  well 
**  £ls  to  the  moft  contemptible  of  tyrants,  fuperftition,  and  religious  impoftute ; 
*•  whiKt  this  remote  country,  antiently  thcjeft  and  contempt  of  the  polite  romaks, 
**  is  become  the  happy  feat  of  liberty,  plenty,  and' letters,  fiourifhing  in  all  the  arts 
•*  and  refinements  of  civil  life,  yet  running  perhaps  the  fame  courfe,  which  rome 
**  itfelf  had  run  before  it ;  from  virtuous  induftry  to  wealth,  from  wealth  to  luxury^ 
**  from  luxury  to  an  impatience  of  difcipline  and  corruption  of  morals  -,  till,  by  a 
**  total  degeneracy  and  lofs  of  virtue,  being  grown  ripe  for  dcftruftion,  it  fall  a 
**  prey  at  laft  to  fome  hardy  oppreflbr;  and,  with  the  lols  of  liberty,  lofing  every 
**  thing  dfe  that  is  valuable,  fink  gradually  again  into  its  original  barbarifm/* 

Human  nature  being  ever  the  fanie,  to  form  a  juft  idea  of  things,  we  muft  trace 
them  to  their  fountain.  Self-prefcrvation  is  the  firft  and  ftrongeft  law  in'  nature^ 
What  is  our  duty  in  obedience  to  this  law  ?  We  know  that  a  nation  is  compofed'of 
many  individuals,  who  have  one  common  interelt ;  that  the  different  ranks,  em^ 
ployments,  and  circumftances  of  a  people,  are  only  means  efiential  to  the  fupport 
of  the  public ;  and  that  every  condition  of  life  has  its  peculiar  happinefs,  as  Well  as 
xnifcry.  Providence  has  been  indulgent  to  us  all ;  do  we  move  on  this  great  plan^, 
and  according  to  the  orders  of  that  providence  ?  Do  we  not  rather  vie  with  each 
other  i  not  who  (hall  be  wifeft,  but  who  /hall  excel  moft  in  vanites,  and  expenfive 
follies ;  and  thus  deviating  from  the  great  principle  laid  down,  at  leaft,  prcpars 
a  way  iFor  ruin  ? 


CHAP.      IL 

Tie  prevaUncy  ef  example.     Tie  great  riches  and  advantages  which  this  islani>  enjdfS'k 
A  militia  proper  as  the  guard  $f  tbefe  national  Meffings^     Conclu/kn'. 

IT  is  a  general,  and  perhaps  juft  complaint,  that  whilft  we  aim  at  imaginarv  pen- 
fcfiion  in  theory,  otir  real  conduA  falls  Ihort  of  the  virtue  that  is  prafticaBle, 
and  within  our  reach.  Superior  opportunities  of  knowledge  ought  to  produce  fU* 
perior  degrees  of  virtue  :  and  can  it  be  cxpefted,  that  the  lowfcf  clafles  of  the  peo« 
pk  will  be  virtuous,  whilft  the  higher  negleft  to  inftruft  thenrt  by  their  example  }f 
The  reformation  of  manners  called  for"  \^  one  part  of  the  nitiori,  and  univerfally' 

acknow- 

*  Dr.  MiDDtBTOM^s  life  of  ciCBRo.  ^  Meaning  &«  ancient  iioman«. 
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acknowledged  to  be  neceflfary,  ixiufl:  then  be  moR  countenanced  by  perfbns  in  the 
moft  eminent  life  y  a  gradation  to  the  lower  clafles  will  be  eafy  and  familiar. 

Under  the  laws  and  the  fovereign,  perfonsof  high  rank  and  great  fortunes  are 
the  parents  and  guardians  of  the  people :  in  their  haods»  more  immediately,  is  de- 
pofited  that  glorious  plan  which  our  great  anceftors  have  tranfmitted  to  us :  if  the v 
are  not  caceful  to  prefcrve  it  from  violation,  what  are  we  to  expeft.  from  the  d&eos 
of  the  people  ? 

Custom  and  imitation  generally  pcefctibe  and  fupport  the  rule  of  mens  conduft  ; 
and  what  have  been  the  confequences  of  the  modern  cuftom  of  following  a  conti- 
nued ROUND  of  amufements  by  perfons  of  diftiftdtion  of  both  fexes,  but  idlenels  and 
vice  of  every  denominatioa  among  the  lower  clafs?  The  preient  fafhionable  manner 
of  life,  to  minds  yet  unformed,  muft,  in  the  very  nature  of  things^  enervate  that 
firm  and  ferious  caft  of  thought,  which  is  the  true  fource  of  virtue  and  public  love. 
When  the  foberer  duties  of  life  become  as  things  accidental,  and  which  we  have  no 
inclination  to  attend  to,  it  ought  not  to  be  expedted,  that  the  intereftof  the  commu- 
nity will  be  regarded.  If  the  duty  we  owe  to  one  private  family  be  irkfome,  what 
muft  be  the  confideration  of  that  which  we  owe  to  a  million  of  families  ?  If  religion 
is  the  true  foundation  of  the  virtue  iaqueftion ;  will  it  not  ftartle  us  tt»  think  of  the 
inconfiderable  number  of  opulent  families  in  this  island,  that  inculcate  the  fear  of 
GOD  in  the  minds  of  their  numerous  dependents,  as  a  principle  eifential  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  ftate  ? 

Heaven  has  been  indulgent  to  men,  by  endowing  them  with  an  imitative  faculty  ^ 
though  our  pervcrfenefs  often  converts  that  faculty  into  a  curie.  Example  can  cer- 
tainly make  faints  or  devils  i  and  every  day's  obfervation  muft  convince  us,  that 
there  is  a  generous  pride  in  human  nature,  which  perpetually  carries  us  to  worthy 
aftioos  when  the  pattern  is  fct  before  our  eyes :  efpecially  if  by  aikilful-Goiidiift  it  i$ 
brought  down  to  the  level  of  our  comprehenfions.  Nothing  can  ftrike  more  fbixri- 
bly  on  the  minds  of  the  lower  orders  of  men,  than  the  perfonaj  attention,  and  reli- 
gious, as  well  as  humane  conduct  of  the  rich,  the  wife,  the  noble,  in  that  vaft 
fcene  of  aftion,  the  pubKc  good.  It  is  this  which  affords  infinite  entertainment 
to  the  different  difpofitions  and  capacities  of  men «,  particularly  of  thofe  whom  pro- 
vidence, by  a  liberal  indulgence,  has,  in  a  more  peculiar  manner,  appointed  for 
this  great  work.  The  meafures  of  compulfion,  in  a  free  ftate,  cannot,  in  all  relpe6ts, 
quadrate  with  the  minds  of  the  common  people,  more  than  with  perfons  in  higb 
life.  Public  love,  fo  little  underftood  ia  arbitrary  governments,  muft  be,  a  free  ef- 
fort of  the  mind,  and  brought  into  adion  by  the  force  of  a  virtuous  example. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  ia  the  prefent  ftate  of  mankind,  that  the  pure  dilates  of 
teafbn  and  religion  are  infufiicient  to  the  fupport  of  any  ftate,  without  the  coercive 
power  of  human  laws ;  the  afliftance  of  thofe  laws  muft  be  frequently  called  in ;  and 
^appy  is  that  people,  who  are  obedient  to  them ;  but  ftill  example  will  never  loic 
ks  force,,  whilft  human  nature  continues  the  fame.^ 

I  HAVE 
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.  Ihave  often  heard  this  nation  defcribed,  as  a  country  where  no-Body  '  regards 
the  laws.  Whatever  degree  of  truth  there  may  be  in  this  harfli  imputation,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  'nirmbers  are  obliged  to  fubmit  to  them  5  or  the  gallows  would  not  exhibit 
fo  frequent  and  fo  hideous  a  fpeftacle !  How  ought  we  to  endeavor,  by  every  art  of 
3XA11IPLE  and  PERSWASioN,  to  do  that,  which  experience  evinces  cannot  be  cf- 
ftfted  by  force  ? 

It  is  really  amazing  to  confider  how  much  the  lower  clailes  of  the  people  are 
TAUGHT  to  break  the  laws  of  this  country.  The  fadt  is,  that  the  end  propofed  by 
many  of  the  laws  is  continually  defeated;  and  that  by  means  so  refined,  that, 
one  would  imagine,  here  were  people  who  make  the  cvafion  of  laws  a  regular  ftudy ; 
and  in  which  they  acquire  a  greater  proficiency,  than  others  in  making  laws.  Is  it 
the  excellency  or  defoft  of  this  conftitution,  that  the  legiflature  is  fo  tender,  in  pu- 
niihing  offenders  for  bafe  fubterfiiges  and  equivocations,  in  regard  to  the  laws  ? 

In  confequence  of  the  common  people  being  thus  taught  the  art  of  violating 
the  laws,  liberty  is  frequently  converted  into  licentioulkers ;  or  at  leaft  into  a  neglect 
of  that  condu^  which  the  laws  require  for  the  good  of  the  whole  community.  It 
may  be  obfervcd  that  whatever  they  do  not  find  for  their  private  convenience, 
they  are  apt  to  think  a  violation  of  their  freedom.  Thus  they  negled  the  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement  of  their  manners ;  and  hence  it  follows,  that  foreigners  are 
apt  to  fay,  that  the  liberty  of  England  is  confined  to  thole  who  have  no  pro- 
perty ^ 

To  trace  thefe  leflcr  evils  to  their  fource,  we  (hall  find  they  arife  from  others, 
which  are  of  greater  moment,  but  pafs  uncorrefted.  Can  the  artful  defeat  of  the 
intention  of  the  legiflature  be  a  fubjedl  of  wonder,  when  the  informer  is  held,  in 
fome  degree,  infamous  ?  Here  alfo  the  want  of  example  feems  to  threaten  us.  In* 
formations  have,  no  doubt,  been  often  proftituted  to  villainous  purpofts  ;  hence 
the  common  people,  who  have  no  immediate  Ihare  in  making  laws,  adopt  it  as  a 
kind  df  principle  of  honor  to  conceal  the  tranfgrcflion  of  them  ^  Men  of  educa- 
tion and  fentiment  fee  the  abfutdity  of  this  proceeding :  they  know  that,  next  to 

L  2  the 

'  The  conda6t  of  fome  of  our  people  has  fomedmes  broaght  to  my  memory  a  converfation  of  no  an- 
tleotdate,  between  a  certain  perfon  of  diftindlion  and  a  polish  lord :  the  latter  maintained  that  the  poles 
enjoyed  the  mod  liberty  of  any  people  in  the  world,  and  might  be  properly  denominated  the  only  free 
nation:  the  other  replied,  that  he  knew  a  people  fuperior  to  the  poles,  meaning  the  xhalmucks  j  for, 
fays  he,  thefe  may  not  only  kill,  bat  alfo  eat  one  another. 

^  I  remember  the  ftory  of  an  English  gentleman,  who,  being  jufl  come  from  paris,  complained 
loudly  of  the  infolenceof  the  footmen  in  London,  and  wifhed  to  fee  fome  of  them  pulled  from  behind 
their  mailers  coaches.  His  father,  who  was  a  master  of  the  great  science  of  liberty,  reproved 
him,  by  obferving,  that  though  it  was  true,  many  of  thefe  men  were  very  iniblent,  this  abufe  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  a  natural  effedl  of  liberty  in  vulgar  minds ;  that  the  remedy  of  ^is  mieht  be  worfe  than  the 
difeafe ;  for  the^nthoYity  which  fiiould  extend  to  pull  the  footman  from  behind  die  coach  for  fuch  of^ 
fences^  mi^t  alio  "pnll  the  mailer  out  of  it  In  oppofition  to  this  inftancb  of  abufed  liberty,  what  ihall 
we  fay  of  the  infolence  of  arbitrary  power,  where  fervants  partake  of  the  authoritv  of  their  maftcrs,  and 
cv^i  in  fo  polite  a  city  at  paris,  men  in  high  rank  and  office  feem  to  delegate  a  kind  of  arbitrary  power 
to  their  domeftics  ;  and  perhaps  the  footmen  there  are  frequently  more  infolentthan  thofeof  london. 

^  What  falfc  notions  of  honor  prevail  in  fome  countries,  even  among  the  better  fort  of  people  !  I  have 
been  told  in  Portugal,  thsft,  if  the  murderer  of  die  father  has  taken  (belter  under  theroot  of  the  fon, 
he  thinks  himfelf  bound  in  honor,  if  fiot  to  protect  him,  to  fcreen  him  from  juiHce,  till  he  is  fafely  re- 
moved from  fiich  houfe,  which  has  been  thus  chofen  as  an  afylum. 
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the  law-girer,  the  moft  valuable  member  of  the  commuoity  is  he,  vfao  ezecutes^ 
the  laws  with  ju/lice ;  ancj  that  h8,  i^ho  upon  a  principle  of  puWic  love,  will  not 
be  an  idle  fpedatov  of  the  breach  oif  th^,  come?  in  f(H-  the  next  fliare  of  hDncu-. 
But  whether  it  is  from  a  jeajoufy,  thap  he  who  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
Jaws  will  not  perform  his  duty  5  pr  from  a  daftardly  fear  of  the  refencmentof  thofe 
who  tranfgrefs  •,  how  rare  is  it  to  hear  of  any  information  being  lodged  by  a  gentle* 
man,  though  he  is  always  fuppofed  the  bcft  judge  of  the  propriety  of  fuch  com- 
plaints, and  his  veracjiy  ipo(|  to  b^  def^ndfid  On  i 

Happy  is  it  for  us,  tlujt,  if  wc  vill  npt  exert  ourfelvcs  in  fetting  good  example^ 
we  are  reftrained  in  fome  polite  mifchiefs !  Measures  are  taken  to  fix  fome  bounds 
to  idlenefs  and  diflip^ttiqn,  ^  Iqaft  jn  t^hat  p^rt  of  the  day  1,  which  in  alt  ages,  and  in 
all  civil izfd  countries  ii>  the  world,  h^?  been  ever  devoted  to  inftru^on,  to  do* 
mdiic  oecpnqmy,  apd  all  the  various  cjptie$  of  fobct  life.  It  ought  co  be  prefumed^ 
tliat  even  the  young  and  gay,  will  chcarfully  fubmit  to  fo  falutary  a  law. 

-^  It  is  fome  coiifdlatiaii  alfo  to  cefle^  tbftt  our  deviations  frpm  virtue  are  not  con* 
ftant ;  we  fympathizc  widi  the  inequality  of  our  climate ;  fo  that  fuppofing  virtue  at 
prefent  to  be  in  no  great  veneration,  it  may  become  falhionable  again.  Nor  ought 
the  moft  ferious  to  imagine,  that  we  are  without  a  large  portion  of  it :  To  believe 
the  contrary,  i3  not  only  an  injuftice  wkb  r^egard  to  the  people  at  large,  but  it  would 
alfo  weaken  the  cau&  of  vsr^tv^,  by  mifreprofeming  the  ftrength  of  her  fi>rces. 

If  the  motives  derived  from  the  fear  of  national  punilhment^  do  not  infpire  us 
with  an  higher  fenfe  of  public  love ;  yet  wc  can  never  forget  the  pleafures  and  advan- 
tages we  enjoy.  We  ought  to  make  thefc  a  motive  to  gratitude,  fo  as  to  produce 
the  fame  cfieft.  Look  roimd,  and  furvcy  the  noble.  ftru6kurcs,  and  the  profufioa 
of  their  ufeful,  their  magnificent,  their  mperb  appendages,  in  this  great  metropo- 
lis.  Confider  the  flouriftring  ftate  of  every  branch  of  learning,  art,  and  fcience. 
Let  us  fend  our  thoughts  abroad  to  the  numerous  regions  of  the  earth,  to  which 
our  commerce  is  extended,  and  from  whence  fuch  fources  of  wealth  flow  in  upoii 
us.  Let  us  confider  what  an  increafe  of  riches  emr  American  colonies  produce,, 
which  is  fo  much  the  more  valuable,  as  it  is  more  independent  of  the  politics  or 
other  nations.  But,  above  all,  let  us  contemplate  the  beauteous  face  of  this 
ISLAND,  and  the  various  delights  it  affords:  the  noble  fabrics,  with  the  fcveral; 
proud  monuments  of  antiquity,  in  almoft  every  part  of  England  :  gardens  un- 
equalled by  any  in  the  world ;  mines  rich  in  fuel  and  ufeful  metals ;  hills  and  vallies, 
rivers  and  feas,  all  confpiring  to  render  us  rich  and  happy.  The  almighty  feems 
to  have  made  choice  of  this  island  as  the  great  granary  of  euhope  and  America  '.. 

He 

^  Aj^  for  preventing  houfes  of  diverilon  beiog  opened  tUI  five  in  the  evenings. 

•  I  am  not  rightly  acquainted  with  the  computation  of  our  growth  of  com.  The  bounty  allowed  by 
parliament  in  one  year  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  lixty  thoafand  pounds  at  five  ihillings  a  quarter, 
which  is  one  hundred  and  twentv-etght  thoufand  tuns  exported  in  one  fpecies  of  grain  ocily.  Some  late 
political  remarks  in  relation  to  taking  off*  the  bounty,  are  much  labored,  upon  this  principle,  that  it  makes 
bi-ead,  and  confequently  labor,  dearer.  But  there  is  not  a  word  mentioned  of  the  indaftrv  it  has  been  the 
c^ufe  of  promoting;  of  the  improvement  of  the  lands,  nor  that  the  cheaper  we  fell  our  oread,  like  other 
commodities,  the  greater  will  be  the  dem^ind  abroad  ;  and  laftly,  that  the  price  of  bread  among  as  might 
mbt  be  lowered  to  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  It  may  perhaps  prove  more  than  is  neceifary  i  but  it  is  a  fa6t, 

ihat 
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He  has  entbled'  us  alfo  to  befriend  mankind*  in  eloathing  them  in  every  quarter  of 
tbe  globe.  Our  wool  is  computed  to  near  twelve  millions  when  m^inufadiured ;  this 
is  four  times  the  revenues  of  one  of  the  greateft  empires  ^  in  the  world*  and  which 
now  feems  tp  hold  the  balance  of  £u&opsak  power. 

But  when  we  confider  the  admirable  laws  to  which  we  are  fubjed ;  the  good  gp- 
vcrnment  we  are  under ;  and  the  pure  religion  we  profefs,  can  we  forbear  exult- 
ing in  the  thought  of  being  born  members  of  fuch  a  community ;  or  fending  up  our 
prayers  in  incenfe  of  gratitude,  to  beg  that  generations  yet  unborn  may  enjoy  all 
thefe  gpod  things  ?  Shall  we  however  prefume  to  ask  this  blefllng,  and  at  the 
fame  time  indulgs  a  conduct  derogatory  to  religion*  and  repugnant  to  thole  laws  i 
With  what  confiftency  can  we  alk  it,  whilft  we  know  that  immorality  has  fub- 
verted  monarchies  through  all  ages  of  the  world  ?  It  muft  then  be  prefumed  upon 
th^  whole,  that  every  fubjcft  will  ftand  fclf-condemned  i  or  (hun  thofe  aftions, 
which  tend  to  hurt  the  community,  of  which  he  is  himfelf  a  member;  and,  as  far 
^  in  his  power,  promote  the  general  ^ood.  Thus  he  will  increafe  his  own  felicity* 
and  whilll  the  (cene  of  his  temporal  joys  is  enlarged,  it  will  naturally  be  attended 
with  a  firm  perfuafion  of  a  glorious  immortality. 

There  is  yet  one  reflexion  which  flows  from  a  general  view  of  our  circumftances. 
Nothing  can  be  held  without  certain  conditions  of  tenure :  happily  for  mankind, 
nations  are  generally  apt  to  think  more  highly  of  themfelves  than  of  others ;  and  in 
that  opinion  they  might  remain  felf-iatisfied,  if  the  other  pafllons  were  at  refl: ;  bwt 
that  feldom  happens.  A  people  diftinguilhed  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  muft 
exped  to  be  the  occafional  ob|e£t  of  envy»  if  not  of  ambkion.  We  are  led  both  by 
leaiibn  and  experience,  to  know  that  thefe  pafllons  are  the  chief  motives  to  wars  : 
and  that  they  do  in  fad  produce  wars  almofl:  periodically.  It  is  not  the  politics  of 
this  nation  to  attempt  tbe  conqueft  of  any  country  in  Europe  ;  and  the  waters 
which  furround  us  are  a  great  iecurity  againft  invaflon.  But  do  the  fame  reaibn 
and  experience  teach  us»  that  thisjufl:  fyftem  of  politicks,  or  even  that  the  waters 
and  our  ihips,  »e  {o  lecure  a  fafeguard,  under  the  feveral  accidents  to  which  naval 
affairs  are  fubjeft,  as  the  liberty  and  riches  of  this  nation,  or,  in  other  words,  the 
jufl:  efteem  we  ought  to  have  for  ourfelves*  demand  ?  If  they  are  not*  we  feem  to 
need  a  militia. 

Providence  within  a  fhort  period*  confounded  a  formidable  attempt  againfl:  us. 
We  might  have  defeated  that  attempt  in  the  CH-dinary  courie  of  things ;  but  if  one 
expedient  had  failed*  we  fliould^  methinks,  have  had  another  at  hand,  on  which  we 
might  make  a  reliance.  I  hope  we  have  virtue  enough  left,  to  truft  ourfelves  with 
arms :  it  is  high  time  to  reform,  if  we  have  not.  We  cannot  indeed  fupport  a  very 
large  army,  nor  is  it  deemed  proper  that  we  fliould.  At  the  fame  time  expe- 
rience proves,  that  the  friendfliip  of  other  nations  is  not  to  be  relied  on  •,  and  that 
princes  feldom  do  any  tiling  for  each  other  but  upon  mercenary  principles.  We  are 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  formidable  power*  and  know  their  temper  and  difpofi- 

tioh. 

ttiat,  amon?  the  mannfaAarers,  they  do  much  the  least  work  when  proviiions  arc  chcapcft.  Be  this 
as  it  mav,  Iain  perfaaded,  that  if  the  national  account  was  ftated  with  regard  to  the  bounty  on  com^ 
we  ihould  find  ourfelves  vexy  confiderable  gainers  by  this  public  expence.  'Russia. 
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tion.  Could  we  be  fure  of  foreign  fuccours  upon  any  extremity,  would  it  be  pru- 
dent to  truft  to  the  courage,  or  ftrength,  or  honefty  of  fuch  ioldiers,  to  fight  our 
battles  at  our  own  doors  -,  when  our  property,  our  religion,  and  confequently  our 
liberty,  might  be  at  ftake  ?  And  if  fuch  an  ally  were  able  to  proteft  us,  there  could 
be  no  folid  fecurity  againft  his  exadling  what  conditions  he  pleafed,  for  the  defence 
he  had  afforded  ?  Hiftory,  I  believe,  furnifhes  us  with  reatons  to  be  jealous  of  fo- 
reign  forces  in  this  ifland. 

If  it  is  power  which  governs  ftates  ;  if  no  compa&,  or  law,  except  the  law  of 
arms,  can  ordinarily  anfwer  the  events  which  happen  to  nations  in  coniequence  of 
invafions  and  wars  ;  if  monarchies,  humanly  fp^ing,  (land  on  this  foundation  i 
fhould  we  not  adapt  our  ftrength,  in  fome  meafure,  to  the  worth  of  the  objea  to 
be  defended  ?  If  men  were  more  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  nations  would  fuflfer  each 
other  to  be  at  reft  But  I  am  afraid  the  golden  agp  never  cxifted  fince  the  fall, 
though  fome  nadons  in  the  world,  from  their  virtue,  their  fituation,  and  the 
genius  of  their  neighbours,  may  have  enjoyed,  for  ages,  an  uninterrupted  peace. 
In  the  preftnt  condition  of  Europe,  and  the  well  known  corruption  of  mankind, 
what  ftate  can  long  promife  itielf  that  happinefs  ?  The  depravity  of  its  inhabitants 
will  not  permit  it.  All  we  can  do,  is  to  live  as  if  we  defired  peace;  but  were  nei- 
ther afraid  of  war,  nor  unable  to  bear  the  inconveniencies  which  attend  it ;  leaft  of 
all  fiiould  we  be  unprepared  for  felf-defence. 

Numerous  armies  are  every  where  kept  up  on  the  continent ;  there  are  alfo  few 
places  of  any  moment,  but  what  are  well  fortified.  If  we  have  a  fufiicient  bul- 
wark by  means  of  our  (hips,  it  is  certainly  better  to  learn  how  to  ufe  the  ihuttle  and 
plowfhare,  than  the  fword.  But  if  our  (hips  are  not  fufiicient,  to  put  us  entirely 
on  an  equality ;  or,  as  we  ought  to  wifh,  to  render  us  fupcrior  in  ftrength  to  other 
princes*,  there  is,  at  leaft  there  seems  to  be,  fomething  wanting  to  our  fecurity. 
Perhaps  it  will  be  our  fortune  to  make  war  again  upon  the  continent :  a  milida, 
were  it  well  ordered,  could  in  fuch  cafe,  be  no  unhappy  appendage  to  thofe  advan- 
tages which  nature  has  fo  liberally  beftowed  on  this  ifland.  However  the  notion 
may  be  exploded  concerning  France's  afpiring  at  univerfal  monarchy;  it  is,  I  be- 
lieve, undenied,  that  the  genius  of  that  people  ever  leads  them  to  military  exploits. 
This  does  not  promife  any  good  to  themfelvcs  or  to  mankind  in  general,  but  fo  it 
is :  they  are  bred  to  arms,,  and  delight  in  them  :  they  are  aftive,  enterprifing,  and 
never  long  at  reft.  How  often  have  they  loft  fifty  or  an  hundred  thoufand  men  in 
piirfuit  of  a  point,  which,  if  obtained,  could  be  of  no  confequence  to  the  happinefs 
of  the  people  of  France  ?  Befides,  their  defireof  conqueft  for  the  glory  of  their 
MONARCH  %  or,  in  other  words,  for  their  own  vanity,  however  fantaftic  a  principle 
it  may  be,  is  generally  as  ftrong  on  their  minds,  as  the  jealous  care'of  fecuring  our 
xiBERTY,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  among  us. 

But  granting  that  a  militia,  fuch  as  would  be  cflentially  ferviceaHe,  might  be  at- 
tended with  fome  inconveniences  :  it  may  ftill  be  alked,  Is  this  ifland  in  a  ftate  of 
proper  defence  ?  If  it  is,  it  feems  reafonable  to  think  we  are  beft  as  we  are ;  if  it  is 

not, 

^  This  notion  at  prefc&t  fecms  to  be  ]ai^id»  but  mod  neceflafily  revive  wlicnerer  their  king  becomes 
fopolar,  ualefs  xhcj  change  their  genius  and  gOTerameDt, 
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not,  there  ts  one  common  intereft,  abftraded  from  all  the  low  principles  of  contend- 
ing parties,  which  calls  on  us  to  reffciiy  tliis  part  of  our  oeconomy^ 

Nations  have  been  undone  by  indolence ;  and  by  their  ignorance  of  the  ufe  of 
arms,  as  well  as  for  want  of  courage.  If  gentlemen  of  property,  mechanics,  or 
men  brai  to  and  fupported  by  labor  and  every  honeft  art  of  induftry,  were  taught 
how  to  defend  their  own  houjes  againft  a  foreign  enemy,  if  fuch  (hould  dare  invade 
the  ifland,  furely  they  could  be  no  objefts  of  jealoufy  or  fear  to  the  nation.  Should 
we  be  fo  loft  to  all  fcnfe  of  duty  to  ourfelves,  as  to  employ  the  means  of  our  secu- 
Rftv  to  our  OWN  destruction  ?  Such  muft  every  attempt  be  deemed  which  is 
injurious  to  the  prefcnt  family  on  the  throne,  or  to  the  prefent  conftitution  :  but  if 
the  intereft  of  the  fovereign  and  his  people  are  the  fame,  as  who  can  doubt  they  arc, 
that  which  will  fecure  their  intereft,  muft  eftablifli  his  alfo.  There  is  reafon 
enough  to  think  in  the  cafe  before  us,  that  the  crown  is  as  much  interefted  as  the 
people.  But  it  feems  to  have  been  the  peculiar  uohappinefs  of  this  nation,  to  entertain 
jealouiies  on  this  fubjeft,  fometimes  without  reafon  ;  and,  what  is  worfc,  fome- 
times  With  reafon.  It  may  be  hoped  for  the  future  no  caufe  will  be  given  for  fuf- 
picions,  which  prepare  the  way  for  national  evils.  There  have  been  men,  whole 
condud  no  lover  of  his  country  can  mention  without  forrow ;  men  who,  tired  of 
THEIR  OWN  happinefs,  and  regardlcfs  of  the  general  good,  chofe  to  run  the 
greateft  rifle  of  being  miferable,  out  of  a  wanton  defire  of  change.  And  are  there 
yet  remaining  fuch  perfons,  whofe  fecret  inclinations  are  the  caufe  of  obftrufting 
thofe  meafures  which  the  wifdom  of  the  government  might  ocherwife  think  neceflary 
to  our  prefent  fecurity,  or  to  that  of  pofterity  ? 

The  fafety  of  nations,  under  providence,  is  their  vigilance,  and  care  in  providing 
themfelves  with  that  which  experience  proves  to  be  moft.  eflential  to  their  defence  ^ 
that  is,  money,  and  men  inured  to  toil  and  difcipline.  The  genius  of  the  British 
nation  is  military ;  yet  it  ieems  as  if  eafe  and  plenty  had  rendered  us  in  fome  re* 
ipedb  averfe  to  arms,  and  that  we  have  more  occaficn  for  a  ipur  than  a  bridle.  But 
it  is  confefled  that  we  make  a  brave  figure  in  fighting  abroad,  for  our  friends ; 
ihould  not  we  at  leaft  learn  how  to  fight  for  ourfelves,  when  much  more  may  be 
at  ftake  i 

Many  of  the  officers  of  our  army  are  not  only  perfons  of  the  firft  quality,  but 
men  of  the  greateft  bravery  and  fenfe  of  honor.  There  are  fome  of  confiderable 
property  •,  and  it  feems  to  be  an  indignity  to  fuppofe,  that  the  bulk  of  them  do  not 
underftand  the  duty  they  owe  their  country,  for  the  advantages  they  enjoy  as  mem- 
bers of  the  community,  abftrafted  from  their  pay  as  officers.  Our  common  foldiers 
alfo,  loofe  and  immoral  as  they  are,  pofJcfs  a  certain  innate  humanity,  infeparablc 
from  that  courage  by  which  they  have  always  diftinguiflied  themfelves.  Is  there 
any  fear  that  fuch  an  army  can  be  proftituted  to  any  vile  purpofe,  whilft  the  land 
is  ruled  by  a  just  and  a  worthy  prince  ^ 

A  STANDING  army,  fuch  as  the  revenues  of  the  ftate  can  bear,  according  to  the 
prefent  appearances  of  things,  feems  necefTary,  even  now  in  time  of  peace ;  not  to 
awe  the  people,  but  for  the  dignity  of  the  crown       ugive  it  a  neceflary  weight,' 

and 
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and  to  provide  for  war ;  efpccially  whilft  great  ftanding  armies  are  fo  mfuch  in 
faftiion  all  over  Europe,  and  particularly  in  France.  But»  with  regard  to  a  free 
and  commercial  people,  there  will  ever  be  this  material  difference  between  a  militia, 
and  a  ftanding  army  ;  that  the  one  are  fuppofed  never  to  be  idle,  and  the  other  but 
feldom  employed ;  confequently  the  ftate  gets  by  the  former  in  proportion  to  their 
labor,  whilft  the  latter  are  of  no  ufc  except  upon  emergencies  *.  The  difficulty  is, 
^trpon  what  footing  to  eftabli(h  a  militia  fo  as  to  remove  all  occafion  of  jealoufy.  If 
a  convenient  number  was  fupported  in  fuch  counties,  as  the  fituation,  or  reafons 
of  ftate  may  render  moft  proper,  under  the  command  of  a  lord  lieutenant,  who 
might  be  a  nobleman  of  honor  and  difcretion,  and  appointed  by  his  majcfty*s  coun- 
cil J  fuch  a  ftep  might  perhaps  give  the  nation  a  weight,  which  upon  a  general 
view  of  things  it  now  feems  to  want. 

At  the  fame  time,  if  we  confider  the  freedom  of  this  ftate,  and  the  genius  of  the 
people,  perhaps  the  only  expedient  to  animate  a  peafant  to  do  the  duty  of  a  foJdier, 
whenever  he  is  called  upon,  is,  that  he  be  under  the  command  of  the  gentleman, 
who  is  his  familiar  neighbour,  and  who  engages  to  ftiarc  with  him  in  one  common 
labor.  This  perhaps  is  the  only  method  to  infpire  him  with  juft  fentiments,  and 
render  him  obedient  to  difcipline.  Thofe  who  urge  that  the  officers  of  the  army 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  into  the  militia,  feem  to  give  greater  proof  of  their  jea- 
loufy  of  the  crown,  than  of  their  love  to  the  people.  Might  not  fuch  officers  be  ex- 
tremely ferviccable  under  particular  circumftanccs  *  ?  And  were  fome  of  thefc  fuch 
as  have  property  in  their  particular  counties,  might  they  not  be  a  means  of  con- 
ciliating thofe  interefts  and  tempers  which  too  frequently  clafh  amongft  country  gen- 
tlemen r  Nor  is  there  fuch  a  difference  between  fcarlet  and  any  other  colour,  but  that 
a  gentleman  of  the  country  and  another  of  the  army,  might  agree  perftftly  in  the 
feme  common  intereft.  In  fhort,  whether  any  thing  of  this  kind  can  coNSisTENTLr 
be  done  for  us  or  not;  let  us  keep  up  a  fenfe  of  virtuous  liberty,  and  that  I 
hope  will  ever  render  us  invincible. 

Writing  to  the  public,  whatever  the  fbbjed  bff,  implies  a  defire  to  propagate  an 
•opinion,  or  to  recommend  fome  particular  rule  of  conduft :  but  in  fubjedbs  of  this 
mature  we  are  apt  to  write,  or  read,  with  prejudice,  which  is  certainly  not  the  true 
way  to  benefit  by  cither  j  or,  in  other  words,  it  cannot  be  the  way  to  acquire  juft 
notions  of  things,  or  to  render  us  wifer  and  better. 

To  be  entirely  of  neither  fide,  in  fome  controverted  cafes,  is  perhaps  the  only  way 
to  have  a  due  love  and  refpeft  for  both ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  clearly,  it  is  the  beft 
means  of  acquiring  fuch  a  degree  of  knowledge,  of  the  intereft  of  bur  country,  as 
will  render  us  good  lubjefts,  and  good  men.  If  thofe  who  act  ought  to  be  cir- 
cumfpeft  in  their  determination  ;  furely  others,  who  have  not  fuch  opportunities  of 
information,  fliould  deliver  their  opinion  with  care.  Prejudices  will  ever  divide 
mankind,  and  fupport  different  opinions :  the  people  of  a  free  ftate  have  the  liberty 
of  declaring  their  fentiments;  nor  is  there  any  danger  from  thence>  except  from  men 

of 

*  To  rR ANCs  foldiers  are  employed  in  making  roads  and  other  public  works,  but  that  does  not  (eeni 
to  be  pra^icable  in  this  conntry. 

*  Stippofe  a  general^  or  lieutenant  colonel,  and  adjutant  in  particular,  to  difcipline  and  exercife  a 
regunent. 
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of  fierce  and  turbulent  fpirita.  Common  fenfe  teaches  us  to  compafllonate  the  falfe 
judgments  which  arife  from  education  or  intereft  -,  but  to  obferve  the  errors  on  botli 
fidtSy  and  leave  reafbn  to  judgp  what  is  beft  upon  tb^  whole,  and  what  is  pnuftica* 
ble  under  pardculaf  ckcumftances,,  is,  the  taflc  of  ah.honeft  ind  a  wife  flatefman. 
The  fame  rule  is  neceflary,  in  judging  of  thefe  matters,  as  fpedtators  only.  The 
paiiions  being  thus  reftrained ;  and  the  ^ud^ment  left  to  its  natural  freedom ;  we 
ihall  require  nothing  more  than  goodnefs'oi  heart,  to  become  a  natiok  of  philo- 
S0PH2RS  and  PATRIOTS.  


Vol.  IL  M  PART^ 
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A 

SUMMARY    VIEW 

OF    T  HE 

PERSIAN  MONARCHY, 

F  R  O  M    T  H  E 

First  foundation  by  CYRUS 

T  O    TH  E 

Reign    of    HUSSEIN,    the  eleventh   and  last 

KING    OF    THE    SEFFIE    DYNASTY* 

C    H    A    P.      I. 

Jl  ihronohgical  account  of  the  Persian  efupirCf  from  ils  foundation  by  cyrus  tBe 
OREAT,  in  the  year  of  the  world  3426,    to  the  invqfion  of  Alexander  tbi 

QR£AT« 

CYKUS  the  oreat^  A.  M.  3^26  \ 

THE. PERSIAN  empire,  founded  by  cyrus  the  great,  was  the^fecond  of 
the  four  anticnt  monarchies  which  have  been  eftablifhed  in  the  world.     It 
is  remarkable  that  this  wile  and  formidable  prince  was  mentioned  by  nam^ 
in  the  facred  fcriptures  two  hundred  years  before  his  birth  j  for  God  was  pleafed  to 
declare  that  he  would  be  his  guide,  and  lead  him  by  the  hand  to  fubdue  ait  nations 
before  him. 

King  of  LY«     This  prince  was  the  fon  of  cambyses  king  of  Persia,  by  mandana  daughter 
piA  taken    of  astyages  king  of  media,    Cyaxares,  who  fucceeded  his  father  astyages, 

*  It  maft  be  obfenred  there  are  very  few  dates  in  wbicb  hiftorians  agree  exa6Uy« 
^  The  firft  was  theA88YRiAif, 
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being  threatened  with  jOi  kiYalioA  by  the  king  of  babyl6n,  entered  mto  an  aHiance 
twith  the  kiregof  piKl^sfA,  and  feveral  other  princes  bWdering  on  his  dominiohs  ;  oil 
tbisoccafion  cawtbtsbs  feme  cvrus  with  thirty  thoufand  foot  to  join  thfe  Mbdes. 
Cyrus  entered  the  eneftiy*s  country,  a^nd  gained  a  c6mplcat'viftory  over  the  Ba- 
bylonians in  the  firft  engagement,  in  which  theii-  king  fell  in  battle.  He  then 
marched  up  to  the  walk  of  babylon^  but  finding  that  the  garrifon  confifted  of  an 
tuntlred  thoufand  men,  he  retired  withcYAXAREs  into  media,  toftrttigthen  their 
alliance  and  au^nent  fbcir  forces.  CYAXAREfs,  fenfiblc  of  the  merit  of  hiis  ntpheW 
CYRUS,  gave  him  his  daughter  in  marriage,  and  made  him  heir  to  his  fAnvtAii  do- 
minions', upon  which  CYRUS  returned  towards  BABYLON,  leaving  cya*xaiIles^  ih  m^- 
DiA.  Hefurprifed  thejABYLOwiANS  before  they  joined  their  forces,  and  rta^ch^ 
Ing  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  gave  them  battle,  and  was  a  fecond  time  viiSforious. 
He  took  SARDis,  and  making  cr/bsus  king  of  lydia  *  prifoner,  poffttkd  himfelif 
pf  all  his  treafore  and  the  wealth  of  that  opulent  city  j  but  reftorcd  ckiCsu^  to  his 
fhrooe. 

,    After  fubduing  rive  lbsseh  A$iA,^YRtA,  and  part  of  Arabia,  cyrus  Dtiarch^dBABYLoiA 
a  fecond  time  to  the  waHs  of  b  ab  ylon>.    He  caufed  a  numbdr  of  canals  Co  be  made,  ^^^^  ^y 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  feaft,  cutting  the  bahks  of  the  KUPifRAtEs,  rirt  wafter  of  ^^^^** 
that  river  being  let  into  th^  canals,  fell  fo  low,  that  he  marched  federal  bodies  (X 
forces  on  both  fides  of  the  city,  along  the  bed  of  the  river.     The  babylonpa'p^ 
were  then  folemnizing  a  grand  feftival,  fo  that  he  found  an  opportunity  of  entering 
the- brazen  gates  which  the  drunken  Babylonians  had  left  open ;  and  taking  bal* 
SHAZAR  the  king  and  his  whole  court  prifoners,  put  them  to  the  fword,  fuWfiing 
the  prophecy  of  daniel,  that  the  cruelties  which  the  Babylonians  had  exerciled 
upon  others,  fbould  be  returned  upon  themfelves* 

Cyrus»  after  being  twenty-fix  years  general  of  the  forces  both  of  his  father  aft<! 
uncle,^  at  length  recovered  all  the  countries  in  africa  and  lesser  asia,  which  had 
teen  in  fubjedion  to  the  Assyrian  empire.  He  then  returned  to'BABVLON,  and 
£oth  his  father  cambyses  and  his  uiicle  cyaX'Ares  dyings  he  became  the  Idle  iho- 
narch  of  this  vaft  empire  of  Persia* 

In  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  cyrus  \  expired  the  feventieth  year  of  the  jEWisit 
*^tivity  in  Babylon,  and  by  the  advice  of  the  prophet  danIel  he  publifhcd  an 
edift  for  rebuilding  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  and  repeopling  that  city  with  its'  an- 
fient  inhabitants :  he  reftored  all  the  veflfcls  of  the  temple,  which  N^BucHADtf^osoK 
had  taken  from  thence  and  placed  in  the  temple  of  baal  at  babylon.  Upon*  thiJ 
the  JEWS  returned  to  their  own  country  under  the  conduft  of  zorobabel.  In 
^VRus^s  time  the  Persian  empire  extended  from  the  gulph  of  (Jrmus  ahd  the'RED 
SEA  and  from  Ethiopia  on  the  fouth,  to  the  euxine  and  Caspian  seas  on  tht'nottKi 
and  from  the  river  indus  *  on.thc  eaft,  to  the  defcrts  of  lybia-%  the  medit^erra:- 
liEAN  and  egban  '  se-a*  on  the  weft.  ^ 

Ma  '  Cyrus 

*  Situate  in  the  prefcnt  hatoli  a.  «  J,  M.  5426.  •»  Now  called  the  scind, 

«  Thatpartcf  ArmcA  bordfringoB  &or>tl  f^ARCnirtLACo. 
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CyRu$  made  it  the  bufineli  of  his  reign  toexercife  jufticc,  and  to  relieve  the  op- 

prefled  j  governing,  the  nations  he  had  conquered  with  fuch  humanity  and  tender-' 
ncft,.  ,that  they  became  his  faithful  fubjefts.     He  reigned  fole  monarch  of  Persia. 
only  fevep  years,  and  died  in  babylon  leaving  his  fon  cambyses  his  fucceiTor. 

C  AMB  YSES,  4.  M.  3433. 
;  Soon  after  cambyses  afcdided  the  throne  of  persia  ;  ama^is  the  tributary  king 
wof  EGYPT,  endeavoured  to  render  himfelf  independent  of  the  Persian  crowrt; 
Cambyses  invaded  eg ypt,  but  amasis  dying,  he  gave  battle  to  his  fon  psame- 
viTus,  and  entirely  defeated  him :  this  prince  flying  to  m*emphis*  his  capital,  was 
taken  prifoner,  and  the  city  furrendered ;  on  which  not  only  the  Egyptians, 
fubmitted  to  cambyses,  but  libya^  cYRENIACA.^  and  other  diftant  countries 
fought  his  protedtion.  But  the  ethiopiansi,  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
AFRjcA  where  flood  the  tenjple  of  jupiter.  ammon,  refufing  to  fubmit,  he  in* 
vaded  both  at  the  lame  time.  'The  army  he  fent  againfl:  the  ammonians'  was  de* 
ftroyedT)y  a  tempeft,  which  raifed  the  fands  in  fuch  a  manner  that  his  troops  were 
^f  .  .  iuffocated.  Jn  Ethiopia  he  fuccecded  biit  little  better,  the  greateft  part  of  his 
troops  were  deftroyjed  by  famine,  and  reduced  to  the  neceflityof  eating  human  fleftii 
With  the-fmall:  remains  of  his  army  he  returned  to  thebes,  where  he  plundered  the 
]Mnples  pi  that  opulent  city  of  all  thek  valuable  moveables^  and  demoliihed  thofe 
jxautiful  flrudures. 

Cambysxs  became  lb-jealous  of  his  brother  smerdis,*  who  hadaccompanied  him 
in  this  war,  that  he  fent  him  into  persia,  and  there  cawfed  hhn  to  be  murdered; 
iHi3  fifter  merge,  whom  he  had  married,  fufiered  the  fame  fate,  for  making  fome 
reflexions  on  this  aft  of  cruelty.  •  This  prince,  who  was  proud,  had  fo  Uttle  fenfi'i. 
bility  of  the  laws  of  humanity,  that  hecaufed  many  of  his  great  officers  to  be  buried 
alive.  *  He  lone  day  afked  prexaspes  what  the  people  faid  of  him  ?  That  mi- 
inifter  replied,  they  admired  his  many  good  qualities,  but  wiihed  that  he  had  not 
fuch  an  inclination  for  wine.  ^*  That  is,  returned  •  CAMBYSEr^  they  imagine  that 
*•  wine  deprivesjne  of  my  fenfes^  but  you  ifaall  judge  of  that  immecffctdy.**  Ha- 
ving drunk  more  than  ufual,  he  ordered  his  cup^bearar^  who  was  fort  to  prexaspes,' 
to  ftand  at  the  further  end  of  the  room,  and  uking  a  bow  and  arrow,  declared  he 
Aimed  at  his  heart  *,  aftet^he  had  /hot  htm,  he  oidered  the  young  lord  to  be  opened^ 
aod  his  heart  to  bebnought  to  him)  the  arrow  having  piereed  it,  helhewed  it  to  his 
father^  imdaflced  him  if  he  had  not  afteadyhand?  The  unhappy  parent  replied, 
with  the  flattery  of  the  modern  times  to  pisrsian  kings  j  **  apollo  himfelf  could 

f*  not-bave  (hot  better/*-  / 

♦    .     .     . 

In  the  eiglith  year  of  (he  reign  of  cikMRYSss,  an  impoftori  refembling  his  bro- 
ther SMERDis  who  had  be^  put  to  death,  ufurped  the  crown.  Cambyses,  who 
was  then  abfent,  macched  againfi  the  ufurper^  but,  as  he  was  mounting  his  horle, 
his  fword  flipping  out  of  its  fcabbard  gave  him  a  wound  ir>the  thigh,  cSf  which  he 
died.     This  cambyses  is  fuppofed  to  be  th«  ahasuerus  mentioned  in  the  fcriptures, 

SMER^ 

•  A  city  of  EOYPT  in  the  iflandof  oelta*  ^  Now  called  barca  in  aprica. 

*  InhaliciDg  a  part  of  lybia. 
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S  M  E  R  D I  S,  ^.  M  '3441. 

The  ufurper  smerdis,  the  artaXerxes  ofthe  fcripture,  was  the  fpn  of  one  of 
the  MAGI,  who  w|s  governor  of  babylont,  and  is  therefore  ufually  ftiled  the  ma- 
gi an.  He  endeavoured  by  all  means  to  gain  the  afieftions  of  the  people ;  and,  to 
prevent  his  being  difcovered,  concealed  himfelf  in  the  royal  palace ;  but  this  pre- 
caution ferved  only  to  raife  the  fufpicion  of  the  great  men,  among  whom  was 
OTANES,  whofe  daughter  phedyma,  smerdis  had  taken  to  his  bed.  This  lady 
finding  that  her  hulband  had  loft  his  ears,  which  for  fome  offence  had  been  cut  off 
by  CYRUS,  difcovered  the  deceit ;  on  which  feveral  of  the  nobility  entered  into  a 
confpiracy,  and  affaffmated  the  ufurper  in  his  palace. 

DARIUS  fon  of  HYSTASPES,  ^.M  3443. 

The  nobility  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  fucceflbr,  and  darius  fonof  hys- 
TASPES  was^elefted.  This  prince  married  two  of  the  daughters  of  c  yrus  the  great. 
In  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  he  gave  orders  that  the  building,  of  the  templetpf  Je- 
rusalem fhould  be  carried  on  at  the  expence  of  theftate,  requiring  the  Jewish 
priefts  to  pray  for  him,  and  to  dciiounce.curfes  againft  all  who  fhould  obftrud  the 
work.  * 

The  PERSIAN  court  being  removed  from  babylon  to  susa,  the  former  revolted, 
and  DARIUS  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign  marched  his  army,  and  befieged  it.  Hq 
met  with  but  little  fuccefs  for  eighteen  months  :  at  length  zopyrus,  one  of  his  ge- 
nerals, cut  off  his  own  nofe  and  ears,  and  then  fled  to  the  city,  pretending  that  he 
had  been  thus  mangled  by  order  of  darius.  This  aftonifhing  ftratagem  gained  I 
him  the  confidence  ofthe  Babylonians,  who  readily  cntrufted  him  with  the  com- 
mand of  their  troops  in  feveral  fallies,  and  in  a  (hort  time  engaging  them  to  confide 
entirely  in  him,  he  betrayed  the  city  to  darius.  When  this  prince  tookpoflcflion 
of  it,  he  caufed  three  thoufand  citizens  to  be  Impaled,  and  the  walls  to  be  demo- 
lifted. 

Darius  next  invaded  scythia  with  an  army  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  men ;  buc 
ihe  enemy  retiring  before  the  Persians,  drew  them  into  their  country  then  covered 
with  fnow,  where  darius  loft  .great  part  of  his  army,  without  fighting,  and  with 
difficulty  made  hisiretreat.  The  scythians  foon  returned  the  vifit,  invaded  thr ace,' 
and  plundered  the  country  as  far  as  the  Hellespont.  While  darius  was  engaged 
in  this  expedition  aglainfr  the  ^scythians,  megabysus  the  Persian  governor  of 
THRACE  fubdued'the' MACEDONIANS,  and  made  them  tributary  to  Persia. 

He  then  invaded  india,  and,  as  fome  hiftorians  &y,  made  an  entire  conqueftdf 
all  that  country.  He  was  foon  after  engaged  in  fupprefiing  a  rebellion  of  the 
lONiANS,  who  had  drawn  the  Athenians  and  other  Grecian  ftates  into  the  plot; 
but  the  lONiANS,  being  deferted  by  all  their  allies,  were  entirely  fiibdued.  Darius 
reienting  the  injury  done  him  by  the  Athenians  in  joining  the  ionians,  who  had- 
burnt  the  city  of  sardis,  determined,  to  invade  greece  by  fea  and  land :  he  there-' 
fjD^e  lent  an  army  under  the  command  of  mardonius  a  young  lord  who  had  mar* 
ricd  his  daughter*    This  fleet  meeting  with  a  ftorm  in  the  eg e an  sea,  he  loft  three 

5  hun- . 
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hundred  of  his  Ihips,  and  twenty  thoufend  men,  and  the  army  being  furprized  by 
the  THRACiANS,  it  was  with  gr^at  difficulty  mardokius  made  his  retreat  over  the 

HELLESPONT  intO  A5f  A. 

After  this,  p  arius  again  invaded  greece,  utterly  deftroyed  the  city  of  ERttRiA. 
in  EUBiEA  %  and  made  himfelf  matter  of  alKthc  Hlands  of  the  bgeafi  sea.  He 
then  matched  towards  athens  j  the  Athenians  fent  to  the  Lacedemonians^  to 
join  then,  but  before  they  arrived  they  fought  the  famous  battle  of  marathon  \ 
in  which  miltiades'  the  Athenian  general,  though  his  forces  did  not  amount  to 
'ten-  thoufand  men,  not  only -repulfed  the  Persians',  but  entirely  defeated  them; 
many  thoufands  fell  by  the  fword,  and  more  perifhed  m  the  fea,  endeavouring  c(> 
get  on  board  their  ihips.     . 

Dauius  now  made  great  preparations  for  invading  gueece  in  peribn,  and"  alfo 
.to  reduce  eoypt  which  had  revolted ;  but  he  died  brforc  his  armits  took  the  field,, 
and  was  ilicceeded  by  his  fon  xerxes. 

XERXES,  J.M.  3479. 

This  prince  no  fooner  afcended  the  throne  than  he  marched  with  a  powerful  army 
into  EG  VPT,  and  compelled  that  people  to  fubmit  again  to  the  dominion  of  Persia. 
To  revenge  the  overthrow  which  the  Persians  had  fuffercd  at  marathon,  he 
made  great  preparations  for  conquering  Greece,  and  began  his  march  with;  an 
army  which  fome  hiftorians  fay  amounted  to  three  millions  of  men  ^  Leonidas, 
one  of  the  kings  of  sparta,  defended  the  ftreight  of  thermopil/e  with  four  thou- 
fand  men.  This  ftreight,  which  is  only  twenty-five  feet  broad,  lies  between  thes- 
saly  and  phocis  ;  and  was  thought  the  only  pafiageby  which  the  Persians  could 
enter  achaia  by  land.  Here  after  lofing  twenty  thoufand  men,  xerxes  was 
ready  to  defpair  of  forcing  his  way,  when  a  native  of  the  country  difcovered  to  him 
a  fecret  pailage  up  the  mountain  which  commanded  the  ftreight.  A  detachmept 
went  thither,  and  the  spartans  feeing  the  Persians  above  them,  and  finding  it 
impoflibje  to  defend  the  poft,  lsoni  das  commanding  the  reft  of  his  troops  tore- 
tire,  ftaid  in  the  pafs  with  only  three  hundred  men,  wlio  after  making  an  obfttnafd 
defence  were  all,  cut  to  pieces  except  one  man,  who  efcaped  to  sparta,  and  w« 
there  condemned  for  cowardice. 

The  day  the  battle  was  fought  at  thermopile,  the  oRECiANS:with  four  hun- 
dred fail  obtained  a  vidlory  at  fea  over  the  Persian  fleet  of  a  thoufand  fail  of  fhtps  1 
the  weather  being  ftormy,  above  two  hundred  of  the  Persian  fleet  were  caft  away, 
and  the  GRECIANS  falling  upon  them  before  their  fcattered  (hips  were  joined,  ob- 
tained an  eafy  viftory  at  artbmisium  a  promontory  of  EUBiVA*  ^ 

Xerxes  now  dividing  his  army,  fent  one  part  to  delphos,  where  they  plun- 
dered the  temple  of  an  immenfc  treafure,  and  with  the  other  he  marched  to  athens, 
which  finding  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants,,  he  plundered  and  burnt  it. 

A   PER- 

•  An  ifland  belonging  to  creece.         ^'A  town  of  attica  in  orebcb.  «  Sonic  tliink  it  more 

confident  to  read  three  nandred  thtoa&nd ;  and  this  nomber  is  probable,  confifknng  they  carried  their 
wives  and  children. 
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A  PERSIAN  fleet  was  foon  after  Cent  to  salamis  io  fearqb  of  the  Grecians,  but 
the  joint  fleet  of  the  Athenians  commanded  by  themistocles,  and  of  the  lace- 
p^MONiAai^  by  Z:URYaiAX>£s,  totally  defeated  the  pcrsians.  Xerxes  dcfconr^d 
at  the  lofs  of  this  naval  batde,  returned  into  asxa^  learing  j^ardonius  with  tbi^^ 
hwndced  tliouland  ineii.  The  following  year  this  larray  was  entirely  defeated  oetf 
PLATEifi%  and  the  Persian  general  killed  in  the  field  of  hacde.  The  faoie  day 
the  GREEKS  obtained  another  yidtory  over  the  Persian  fleet. 

X^RXf  s  sy^w  4i1&A^  at  foreign  wars,  and  averfe  to  bufinei&>  ab^dop^dhimielf 
tfi  hi$  f^aiw?e$9  and  w^  murdered  in  his  bed, 

ARTA  XERXES,  4.M.  3^00. 

Artaxrrxes  the  ion  of  xerxes  next  a&ended  the  throoe.  In  t^he  be^bi^ing  of 
his  reign  cimon  the  fon  of  miltiades,  and  general  of  the  Athenians  ;  took  feve- 
ral  cities  in  thracs,  r^overed  and  reftored  to  their  libeities  mofl:  of  thexsREciAN 
cities  in  the  i-bsser  asia  •,  obtamed  a  fignal  yi<Story  over  the  pjerhan  fleets. de- 
feated an  ^my  of  thijrty  thouland  Persians^  ajxd  carried  the  plunder  of  it,  which 
wa9  extreoifdy  valuable,  in  triumph  to  athens* 

In  order  to  make  head  againft  cimon,  this  Persian  king  made  themistqcles, 
who  had  been  baniflied  by  the  athenianjs,  general  pf  his  armies  on  that  fide;  but 
themistocles  chofe  rj^ther  to  die  by  a  dofe  of  poifbn  than  fight  againft  his  | 
country. 

Arout  this  time  the  Egyptians  revolted,  and  chofe  inarus  the  prince  of  lybia 
their  king.  The  Athenians  entered  into  an  alliance  with  him  againft  the  Per- 
sians, and  fent  to  his  afliftance  a  fleet  of  two  hundred  fail,  which  in  conjunftion 
with  the  EGYPTIAN  navy  ruined  that  of  Persia.  At  land  they  defeated  an  army 
of  three  hundred  thoyfand  Persians  ;  but  the  next  year  artaxerxes  gained  a 
decifive  viftory  over  the  confederates^  reduced  the  whole  kingdom  of  egypt,  made 
iNARus  prifoner,  and  put  him  to  death.  This  being  contrary  to  the  articles  of  car 
pitulation  made  with  the  Egyptians  by  the  Persian  general  megabysus,  he  retired 
to  his  government  in  syria^  raifed  a  rebelHon  there,  and  defeated  the  forces  that 
were  fent  againfl:  him,  infomuch  that  artaxerxes  found  it  necefl^  to  come  taan 
agreement  with  him. 

This  was  that  artaxerxes,  who  by  an  exprefs  decree  permitted  the  jews  ta 
rebuild  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  ;  and  the  feventy  weeks  mentioned  by  the  propher 
DANIEL,  after  which  the  Mefliah  was  to  appear  upon  the  earth,  are  faid  to  com- 
mence from  the  date  of  this  decree. 

CjMoir  afterwards  defeating  the  Persians  both  by  fea  and  land,  compelled  thenar 
to  accept  of  peace  on  Jiiefe  terms  :  that  the  greciam  cities  in  asia  Ihould  enjoy 
dieir  liberties,  be  governed  by  their  own  laws,  and  that  the  PERsf  an  fleet  Ihould 
not  enter  tkc  Grecian  feas.  Artaxerxes  died  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  hi9» 
mgn,  and  was  fuc^eded  by  his  only  lawful  fon  xerxes  IL 

XERXES 
*  A  city  of  BOBOTiA,  famoai  for  die  defeat  of  xbrxbs's  army. 
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XERXES   II.  ^.M  3544. 

Artaxerxes  having  had  feveral  ions  by  his  concubines,  particularly  sooDiAHusr 
CcHus,  and  arsites,  the  firft  entered  into  aconfpiracy  with  one  of  the  chief  eu- 
nuchs, and  murdered  xerxes  II.  in  his  chamber,  after  a  drunkea  debauch,  forty- 
five  days  after  his  acceffion* 

S  O  G  D  I  A  N  U  S. 

SoGDiATTOs  then  ufurped  the  throne,  on  which  his  brother  ocnus  raifed  an 
army  under  pretence  of  revenging  his  brother  xerxbs's  death.     Great  numbers* 
of  the  nobility  followed  his  banners,  and  ochus  was  proclaimed  king.     Soo- 
D I  anus  being  abandoned,  furrendered  himfclf  to  his  brother,  who  put  him  to  a 
cruel  death,  after  having  enjoyed  the  title  of  king  little  more  than  fix  months.  -  '« 

OCHUS,  called  DARIUS    NOTHUS,  ^.M  3544. 

OcHus  afcendcd  the  throne,  and  changed  his  name  to  d artus.  Arsites,  another 
of  his  brothers,  dilbuted  the  crown,  and  obtained  two  viftories  ovec  him ;  but  the 
GREEKS  in  his  pay  being  corrupted,  arsites  was- forced  to  fubmit,  and  fiirrender- 
ing  himfelf  was  put  to  death.  Pisuthnes  governor  of  lydia,  who  afterwards  en- 
deavoured to  make  himfelf  king  of  that  province,  met  the  fame  fate.  Several 
others  Tuffered  Jeath,  particularly  one  of  Jiis  eunuchs,  who  had  the  ambition 
to  afpire  at  the  throne. 

In  this  reign  the  Egyptians  again  revolted  and  chofc  a  king;  but  darius  at 
length  reduced  egypt  as  well  as  media,  which  had  alfo  endeavoured  to  ihake  off 
the  yoke  of  psrsia.  Darius  died  after  a  troublefome  reign  of  nineteen  yeacs,  and 
^eft  the  crown  to  arsaces  his  eldeft  fon.  To  his  younger  ion  gyrus  he  gave  the 
lesser>  ASIA,  of  which  he  had  before  been  viceroy. 

ARTAXERXES  II.  A.M.  35B3. 

Arsaces,  on  afcending  the  throne,  took  the  name  of  artaxerxes,  and  from  his 
extraordinary  memory  was  hy  the  greeks  called  mnemon  *.  Under  this  prince 
happened  the  famous  retreat  of  xenophon,  through  molt  of  the  provinces  of  the 
empire,  with  only  ten  thoufand  greeks.  He  reigned  thirty-fix  years,  and  was 
ninety-four  years  old  when  he  died,  being  as  much  worn  out  with  the  diftraftions 
of  his  family,  and  the  frequent  revolts  of  his  fubjedh  in  the  latter  part  of  his  reign, 
as  with  age. 

OCHUS,  J.M.  3599^ 

OcHus,  fon  of  ARTAXERXES,  concealed  his  father's  death,  and  adminiftered  the 
government  in  his  name  near  ten  months  ;  during  which  time  he  made  a  decree  in 
the  name  of  his  father,  for  declaring  himfelf  king.  When  he  found  he  was  fuffi-* 
ciently  eftablilhed,  he  took  upon  him  the  government  in  his  own  name.  He  was 
^ery  xruel,  but  a  valiant  prince :  he  recovered  cgypt,  fubdued  syria  and  Cy- 
prus^ 
*  Jtemembcrer. 
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pRus,  and  was  at  laft  flain  by  baooas,  one  of  the  euimchs  of  has  chamber,  who 
had  the  principal  ihare  in  the  adminiftration  towards  the  latter  end  of  his  reign. 

A  R  S  E  S,  ^.  M  3625. 

The  power  of  the  eunuch  bagoas  was  fo  great,  that  he  placed  his  late  mafter's 
fon  ARSES  on  the  throne  ;  and  four  years  after,  finding  that  prince  difpofed  to  call 
him  to  an  account,  he  caufed  him  and  his  whole  family  to  be  aflafllnated,  and  ad- 
vanced DARIUS,  furnamed  codomanus,  to  the  throne. 

DARIUS  III.  furnamed  CODOMANUS,  J.  M.  3629. 

Darius,  governor  of  armeniX,  and  coufin  gerraan  to  ochus,  was  made  fole 
monarch  of  PERSIA.  Bagoas  ftill  expcfting  to  have  the  entire  adminiftration  of 
the  jgovernmcnt  in  this  reign,  as  he  had  in  thofe  of  feveral  of  the  former  kings, 
finding  darius  refolved  to  take  the  power  into  his  hands,  prepared  a  dofe  of  poi^n 
for  him.  This  prince  being  acquainted  of  the  defign,  compelled  the  eunuch  to 
drink  it  himfelf. 

Darius  had  a  Beautiful  perfon,  was  an  accompliflied  prince,  and  the  delight  of 
his  fubjcfts.  He  had  the  profpcft  of  enjoying  a  happy  reign,  when  the  Grecians 
beii>g  all  united,  determined  to  revenge  thcmfcJves  on  the  Persians  for  the  ravages 
they  had  fuffcred  from  them.  They  chofe  philip  king  of  macedon  their  gene- 
raliffimo  in  the  intended  war  \  bat  he  being  murdered  before  every  thing  was  ready, . 
he  was  fucceedcd  by  his  fon  Alexander  then  twenty  years  of  age. 

ALEXANDER  the  great,  A.M.  3631. 

This  prince  having  fettled  his  aflTairs  in  greece,  marched  into  asia  with  thirty 
thoufand  foot,  and  five  thouland  horfe  ;  with  this  force  he  paiTed  the  granicus  \ 
though  it  was  defended  by  an  hundred  thoufand  Persians,  and  auxiliary  greeks  ; 
and  having  gained  the  oppofite  Ihore,  obtained  a  complete  viftory.  After  which  sar- 
Dis,  ephesus,  and  many  other  cities  opened  their  gates  to  the  conqueror,  and  mi^ 
thridates  king  of  pontus,  with  feveral  other  princes  of  asia,  fubmitted  to  him, 
and  joined  him  with  their  forces  ;  his  army  daily  increafed  as  be  advanced,  fo  that 
the  PERSIAN  empire  was  not  conquered  by  the  thirty-five  thoufand  greeks  only. 

Alexander  the  next  campaign  poflefled  himfelf  of  an  advantageous  pafs  in 
cinci  A  ;  pofting  his  troops,  fo  as  to  prevent  his  being  furrounded  by  the  numerous- 
hoft  of  the  PERSIANS.  Darius  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army  and 
marched  to  meet  the  Macedonians  :  he  had  twenty  thoufand  Grecian  forces  in 
his  fervice  ;  but  his  Persian  horfe  having  no  room  to  adl,  he  was  defeated  ;  and 
an  incredible  flaughterenfucd.  The  Persian  camp  was  taken,  and  among  the  reft 
of  the  prifoners  were  the  mother,  the  wife,  and  fome  of  the  children  of  darius. 

From  the  death  of  cyrus  the  great,  to  the  invafionof  persia  by  Alexander 
the  great,  are  about  two  hundred  and  nine  years.    During  this  period,  the  Per- 
sians 
^  A  river  in  natolxa.  ^ 
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siANS  confiding  in  their  numbers,  and  neglefling  the  arts  of  war,  becanoe  the  more 
eafy  conqueft  to  the  Grecians,  by  whom  this  formidable  monarchy  was  fub^ 
verted. 


C     H    A    P.'    11. 

-^e  GRECIAN  empire  over  the  Persians.  The  roman  conqueft.  The re-eftaMjhmefU 
i^PERSiA  hy  artaxerxes,  The  Turkish  government  in  Persia,  to  the  re  efta- 
mjhment  of  that  kingdom  in  the  line  of  the  seffi  es, 

GRECIAN   EMPIRE,  A.M.  3635. 

|ERSI  A  now  became  a  part  of  the  Grecian  empire,  which  was  tog  formic 
dable  and  extenfive  to  lad  iong  under  one  head. 

Alexander  died,  A.  M.  3643,  eight  years  after  his  conqueft,  and  this  and 
others  of  his  vaft  acquifitions  were  divided  among  the  partners  of  his  viftories. 

Syria,  formerly  par.t  of  the  Persian  monarchy,  continued  In  the  family  of  se- 
LEucus  the  fbn  of  ANTiocH us,  one  of  Alexander's  captains,  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  year^. 

ROMAN    CONQUEST,  ^.M.  3913. 

From  the  conqueft  of  Alexander  to  that  of  the  romans,  are  computed  two 
hundred  and  feventy  years. 

Out  of  PERSIA  arofe  the  kingdom  of  parthta,  which  included  thefouthcth  pro- 
vinces of  PERSIA,  and  the  city  now  called  Isfahan  was  the  metropolis  of  that  king- 
dom, fituated  in  the  heart  of  the  prefent  Persia.  This  kingdom  fubfifted  four 
hundred  and  feventy  years,  which  leaves  the  aera  of  the  world»  and  comes  two*hun- 
dred  and  twenty-eight  years  into  that  more  glorious,  from  the  birth  of  the  Saviour 
of  the  world,  when  artaxerxes  the  firft  king  of  his  race  revived  the  Idngdom  of 
t^EHsiA^  which  included  parthia. 

ARTAkERXES,  J.t>.  2i%. 

The  kingdom  of  PEksiA  thus  reftored  by  artaxerxes  fubfifted  upwards  of  fouf 
hundred  years,  when  it  was  conquered  by  the  saracens,  and  became  apart  of  the 
5ARACEN  empire. 

SARACEN    EMPIRE,  ^.D.  628*. 

The  ARABIANS  under  the  saracen  empire,  the  turks,  tartar's,  and  arme^ 
KiANS,  alternately  poflcffed  or  divided  Persia  for  feven  hundred  and  fixty-nine 
-years,  but  this  period  feems  to  be  left  in  great  obfcurity. 

T  A  M  E  R^ 

*^ix  yeat-8  dfter  mahommbd,  fix  hundred  and  twenty-two  of  Christ,  bciog  the  firft  of  ma^komm eb' 
The  MAUOuMEPAii  «ra  is  reckoned  by  lanar  y«arB. 
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TAMERLANE,  J.  D.  1397. 

Tamerlane  chief  of  the  ousbeg  tjirtars  conquered  bajazet,  and  fubduing 
PERSIA,  prepared  the  way  for  another  race.  Tamerlane  died  in  1402,  leaving  a 
fucceOion  of  kings  till  1499,  when  the  firll  of  the  seffies  or  prophets  began  to 
ceign* 

The    SEFFIES,  AD.    1499'. 

This  family  cannot  be  faid  to  haveexifted  longer  than  two  hundred  and  twenty 
ftven  years,  when  maghmud  chief  of  kandahar-  invaded  peksia,  j4.  D.  1722. 
As  the  line  of  the  seffies  includes  the  unfortunate  reign  of  shah  sultan  hussein,. 
we  fliall  give  the  out  lines  of  their  refpeftive  charafters  according  to  the  bcff  ac- 
counts* 

tSMAEL,   A  D.  1499. 

ScHEicH  EiDAR  a  dcfcendant  of  ali,  who  had  diftinguiflied  himfelf  for  his  piety 
and  contempt  of  worldly  glory  ;  feparating  from  the  Turkish  doAors,  fct  up  a 
new  religion.  He  was  murdered  by  rustan,  and  left  behind  him  three  fons  5  the 
two  eldcft  fled  to  avoid  their  father's  fate,  and  Ism  a  el  the  youngeft,  who  was  then 
a  child,  was  fnatched  from  the  danger  by  his  father's  friends.  He  was  fecretly  edu- 
cated  in  the  provinc%of  ghilan,  in  the  principles  of  the  feft  of  scheich  eidar  ; 
and  as  he  grew  up,  he  difcovered  a  great  zeal  to  fupport  them.  He  was  handfome, 
eloquent  and  courageous* 

Those  who  by  perfecution,  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  religious  tenets  of 
his  father^  flocked  to  him.     By  their  afliftance  he  took  feveral  places,  and  led  his 
forcestoTAVRis,  where  the  gates  being  opened  to  him,  he  entered  in  triumph. 
Alvantb  the  king,  who  had  rendered  himfelf  odious  to  the  people,  flying  at  hia- 
approach,  he  became  mafter  of  the  city  without  drawing  his  fword. 

.  Alvante  and  his  brother,  who  had  been  at  variance,  and  engaged  in  a  civii 
war,  were  now  reconciled }  while  they  were  marching  to  join  their  forces,  kmiael 
purfued  the  fugitive  alvante,  and  defeated  him  in  a  battle,  in  wbicbhe  wa&kUled 
He  aftefwards  obtained  two  vidories  over  the  brother  of  altante. 

Ismael  having  poflcflion  of  the  throne,  marched  againft  the  Georgians",  the 
ALBANIANS,  and  the  tartars,  and  obliged  them  to  pay  tribute  to  Persia^  which « 
for  fome  years  they  had  refufed.     He  then  gained  a  fignal  vidlory  over  the  king  of 
SAi^ARCANDv  apd  aftcr^ards  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  fultan  of  eoypt  and  the^ 
grand  fignior. 

IsMAEL  was  reputed  one  of  the  greateft  kings  that  ever  ruled  ia  the  eaft.  The 
PERSIANS  lyere  prepo0cfled  with  fucb  an  high  efteem  for  him,  that  they  confidered 
him  as  a  man  aUogether  divine :  when  rfiey  fought  under  his  comnpand,  they 
braved  dangers,  ^d  j^yea  ^eath,  with,  thj;  greateft  intrepidity*    He  died  at  forty- 

'      ^      '      '  N  2  5« 

'    '  Some  accoQnU  make  thb  1508.  ^  Formerly  called  the  ib^rians. 
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Eve  years  oF  age,  and  left  four  fons,  of  wham  tmbmas  the  cidcft,  of  eighteen 
years  old,  fuccccded  to  his  throne. 

TiEHMAS,   J.D.    1525. 
TiEHMAS  had  three  brothers,  each  of  whom  had  an  appanage  fettled  on  thetn  br 
ISM  A  EL  their  father,  but  of  thefe  only  one  died  a  natural  death,  one  being  killed  for 
a  revolt,  and  the  other  for  fear  he  ihould  revolt. 

TiEHMAS,  the*  he  had  neither  the  capacity  nor  intrepidity  of  his  father,  was  a 
very  able  foldier  •,  but  fo  avaricious,  that  he  committed  very  atrocious  afts  of  in- 
juftice,  for  the  fake  of  the  moft  trifling  profit ;  and  {6  avcrfe  to  bufincfs,  that  he 
abandoned  the  government  entirely  to  his  minifters,  and  devoting  himfcif  to  eafc 
and  pleafure,  fhut  himfelf  up  in  his  harram  for  many  years,  without  going  abroad. 
After  having  reigned  nine  years,  without  being  engaged  in  any  confiderable  war,  he 
had  the  mortification  to  fee  his  kingdom  invaded  by  the  turks,  in  which  expedi- 
tion, suLiMAN  the  TURKISH  emperor  made  himfelf  matter  of  tavris,  took  bao- 
PAT  %  and  caufed  himfelf  to  be  crowned  king  of  persia.  After  this  conqueft,  all 
the  cities  of  assyria  openedtheir  gates  to  suliman,  who  had  alfo  reduced  kour- 
DisTAN  andoiARBECKiR.  But  TiEHMAS  at  length  having  laid  wafte  the  country, 
the  enemy's  army  was  almoft  ftarved,  and  obliged  to  leave  pasia.  He  gave  the 
command  of  his  troops  to  an  experienced  general,  and  purfued  the  turks,  who 
being  furprized  in  the  diforder  of  a  retreat,  the  Persians  gained  a  complete  viaory. 
Persia  now  enjoyed  peace  for  fourteen  years,  when  suliman,  in  the  year  1548, 
took  the  field  with  two  hundred  thoufand  men.  T^khmas  with  an  hundred  thou- 
fand,  and  ten  thoufand  Portuguese,  who  at  that  time  were  very  powerful  in  asia, 
engaged  them  the  following  year,  and  gained  a  complete  viftory,  an  hundred  and 
thirty  thoufand  turks  being  killed  in  the  field  of  battle. 

After  this  lofs  suliman  concluded  a  peace  with  t^ehmas,  and  affairs  remained 
in  that  ftate  during  twenty-eight  years,  when  the  Persian  monarch  died  aged  about 
fixty-eight,  At  his  death  he  nominated  his  third  fon  for  his  fucceffor,  but  the 
grandees,  not  approving  his  choice,  offered  the  crown  to  khoda-bende  *»  the  eldeft 
fon  i  and  he  refufing  it,  they  gave  it  to  ismael  the  fecond  fon  of  t^hmas. 

ISMAEL  II.  AD.  1575. 

This  prince,  then  forty-three  years  of  age,  was  prifoner  when  his  eldeft  brother 
KHODA-BENDE  rcfufcd  to  accept  the  diadem.  He  delighted  in  war,  and  had  been 
feveral  years  confined  for  the  fault  of  raifing  troops  and  oppofing  the  enterprizes  of 
the  TURKS  who,  contrary  to  the  truces  concluded  with  them,  made  frequent  incur- 
fions  into  PERSIA.  T^ehmas,  though  he  (hut  up  his  fon  ismael  in  prifon,  endea- 
voured to  make  his  life  as  eafy  as  poffible,  by  fending  the  moft  l>eautiful  women  to 
him  5  but  ISMAEL  refufcd  their  embraces,  declaring  that  for  himfelf  he  was  eafy 
under  his  imprifonment ;  but  doubted  his  own  fortitude  to  bear  with  the  confine- 
ment, (hould  he  have  children  5  and  that  he  had  rather  have  none  than  fee  them 
aniferable. 

«  Ismael 

•  We  now  leave  the  anticnt  name  of  b abylon  this  being  another  city>  as  wc  (hall  have  occafion  to 
«*P»ain*  *  Sometimes  wrote  cot) ABE Noe. 
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Ismail  began  his  reign  by  putting  to  death  that  brother,  to  whom  his  father  had 
left  the  crown.  Being  defirous  to  difcover  which  of  the  grandees  had  advifed  his  fa- 
ther to  keep  him  (b  long  a  prifoner,  he  caufed  a  report  to  be  made  that  he  was  dead ; 
then  learning  by  his  fpies  what  had  been  faid  of  him,  he  appeared  again.  Some  of 
his  domeftic  enemies  he  ordered  to  be  ieized ;  others,  who  fled  with  the  forces  un- 
der them  to  the  extremities  of  the  kingdom,  he  purfued>  The  turks  alarmed  aft 
his  nK>tions9  took  the  field,  and  made  incurfions  into  his  dominions.  Ismael  being 
enraged  at  his  difappointments,  put  tho(e  to  death  whom  he  moft  fufpefted,  and 
prepared  for  a  war  with  his  foreign  enemies;  but  while  thefe  preparations  were  go* 
ing  forwards  he  was  poifoned,  and  died  after  a  reign  of  two  years. 

MAHOMMED  KHODABENDA,  A.D.  1577. 

This  prince,  who  rcfided  in  the  province  of  khorasan,  and  had  refufed  to  ac- 
cept.the  crown,  after  many  folicitations  yielded,  and  was  proclaimed  king.  VcrJ; 
different  characters  are  given  of  him :  fome  writers  aflerting  that  his  defire  was  to 
imitate  thofe  kings  who  had  the  intereft  and  honour  of  their  country  moft  at  heart  ( 
and  others,  that  his  whole  delight  was  to  (hut  himfelf  up  in  his  harram,  and  fpenii 
his  time  with  hb  women.  It  is  true  he  had  weak  eyes,  occafioned  either  by  a  de- 
fed  in  nature,  or  b|y  a  fit  of  ficknefs ;  and  it  is  probable  this  induced  him  to  (hut 
himfelf  up  in  his  palace  \  but  the  tranfa(5lions  of  his  reign  give  no  indications  of  th6 
kingdom  being  governed  by  a  very  weak  and  effeminate  prince^ 

Threb  of  his  brothers,  who  on  his  afcending  the  throne  fied  to  the  tuHkish  fron^- 
tiers,  he  allured  to  court,  with  fair  promifes,  and  then  put  them  to  death.  He 
obtained  feveral  very  fignal  victories  over  the  turks,  who  alfo  took  fome  towns 
from  him,  but  not  without  the  iofs  of  many  of  their  forces. 

He  reigned  eight  years,  and  left  three  ions ;  the  two  firft  reigned  only  a  fci^ 
months,  but  the  third,  abas  the  great,  governed  pbrsia  for  ouny  years. 

EMIR  HEMSE,  firft  fon  of  MAHOMMED 

KHODABENDE,  in  1585,  \ 

This  being  khoda-bende*s  eldcft  fon,  he  fucceeded  his  father,  but  ismael  hfs 
younger  brother,  caufed  him  to  be  murdered  in  his  chamber  by  affaffins,  who  de^ 
ceived  the  guards  under  the  difguife  of  women. 

ISMAEL  III.  fecond  fon  of  MAHOMMED 
KHODA-BENDE,  in  1585. 

Ismael  the  Hid  no  fooner  got  pofieffion  of  the  throne  by  the  murder  of  his  elder 
brother,  than  he  thought  to  iecure  the  pofieffion  of  it  by  difpatching  abas  t^ 
youngeftj  but  being  prevented  by  his  governor,  meafures  were  taken  to  remove 
ISMAEL.  This  bufinefs  was  entrufted  to  his  barber,  who  while  he  was  (having  him 
cut  his  throat.  The  lor4^  then  prefent,  who  were  accomplices  in  the  crime,,  in- 
ftantly  killed  the  barber,  to  prevent  a  difcovery.  The  fratricide  ismakl  dying  th^ 
(ame  year  as  his  brother,  abas  took  poflellion  of  the  crown. 

5 '  ABAS 
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ABAS  the  great,  A.Di  I'S^S* 

This  prince  is  generally  efteemed  one  of  the  greateft  kings  that  ever  reigned  iii> 
PERSIA ;  bis  memory  is  to  this  day  held  in  the  higheft  veneration^  and  feveral  noble 
works  of  antiquity  yet  remain,  fome  of  which  I  have  mentioned,  as  the  caufeway.on 
the  coaft  of  the  Caspian  fea.  He  was  but  eighteen  years  old  when  he  began  his 
reign,  and  had  many  qualifications  of  a  great  prince  \  but  his  inhumanity  fullied 
.  the  glory  of  his  reign.  Murched-koulj  khan,  who  in  his  youth  had  been  hts 
governor,  and  to  whom  he  owed  the  crown,  pretending  to  controul  him,  he  caufed 
him  to  be  killed  in  his  prefence,-  and  the  next  day,  all  the  friends-  and  relations  of 
this  man,  to  whom  he  was  under  fuch  high  obligations,  fufiered  the  fame  fate. 

The  TURKS,  fince  the  time  of  ismael  II,  had  conquered  above  an  hundred  and- 
fifty  leagues  in  length  from  north  to  fouth,  and  in  breadth  from  the  weftem  coaft  of 
the  CASPIAN  to  the  black  sea  ;  alfo  baodat,  with  Mesopotamia  *  and  Assyria. 
Abas  foon  recovered  the  Persian  dominions;  made  great  conquefts  in  turkev, 
and  recovered  ormus  from  the  Portuguese.  He  gave  a  martial  Ipirit  to  the  peo"- 
ple;  poKfhed  their  manners;  and  applying  himfelf  to  civil' government,  brought 
the  governors  of  the  provinces,  who  were  before  in  a  great  meafure  independent, 
into  fubjcftion. 

But  in  the  midft:  of  his  glory,  his  reign  was  rendered  unhappy  by  an  unjuft  ftr- 
fpicion  of  his  children.  He  had  but  three,  of  whom  be  caufed  the  eyes  of  the  two 
youngeft  to  be  put  out.  His  eldcft,  seffie-myrza,  whom  he  had  reftrved  for  the 
crown,  was  a  young  man  of  great  virtue,  and  filial  afi^^tton  :  he  even  difcovered 
to  his  father  a  confpiracy  which  had  Been  formed  againft  him  ;  but  notwithftanding 
this,  giving  way  to  his  ftifpicions,  the  shah  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  death.  Sef«- 
FiE-MYRZA  was  DO  fooncr  niurdered  by  his  command,  than  he  repented,  (hut  him- 
felf  up  in  the  dark  for  ten  days  together,  (bed  inceflant  tears,  fafted  and  mourned: 
for  a  year,  and  never  after  wore  any  ornament; 

To  revenge  himfelf  on  the  Persian  lords  who  had  excited  this  jealou(y  of  his^ 
fon,  he  ordered  them  to* be  invited  to  a  feaft,  and  mixing  poifon  with  their  wine, 
faw  them  with  a  favage  pleafure  expire  before  hia  face.  The  officer  who  had  rea- 
dily obeyed  his  commands,  to  bring  him  the  head  of  his  fon,  he  commanded  to 
cut  off  the  head  of  his  own  fon :  when  he  brought  it  in  his  hand,  and  told  the  king 
that  the  reflection  of  what  he  had  done  would  bring  him  to  his  grave ;  abas  replied, 
/*  that  he  was  now  capable  of  judging  of  his  grief,  and  bid  him  comfort  himfelf 
**  with  the  thought,  that  in  this  particular  he  was  not  inferior*  to  his  lovercign." 
Abas  the  great  died  at  fixty -three  years  of  age,  and  the  forty-fifth  of  his  reign, 
and  nominated  his  grandfon  for  his  fuccefibr,  ordering  him  to  take  the  name  of  ssf* 
FiE,  which  was  that  of  his  injured  father,  wbofe  death  .was  fo  much  lamented. 

SEFFIE,  A.D.  1629. 

It  is  faid  of  this  prince  that  he  came  into  the  world  with  his  hands  bloody,  and 
that  hts  grandfather  abas  the  great,  had  from  thence  foretold,  that  he  would  live 

to 
*  Diarbeciur. 
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4:0  bathe  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  fubjeAs.  This  predidbion  was  but  too  plainly 
verified  ;  for  be  began  his  reign  by  ordering  the  eyes  of  his  only  brother  to  be  cut 
out;  and  caft  from  a  rock  his  two  uncles,  who  had  been  blinded  by  order  of  shah 
ABAS.  The  inftances  of  his  cruelty  were  innumerable:  he  buried  alive  forty-four 
women  of  his  harram,  tho*  when  he  was  not  hunting  or  over  his  cups  he  ufed  to 
pafs  his  time  with  them.  He  interfered  fo  little  in  the  aflfairs  of  the  government,' 
*that  the  Persians  would  haVe  fcarcely  perceived  they  had  a  king,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  frequent  inftances  of  barbarity  which  ftained  his  reign  with  blood. 

BElfORE  the  time  of  shah  abas,  the  children  of  the  Persian  kings  appeared 
abroad,  and  had  governments  alloted  them  on  their  coming  of  age  •,  but  after  the 
death  of  seffie  myrza,  abas  entirely  altered  that  method,  and  seffib  his  grand- 
fon  was  educated  under  confinement,  which  afterwards  became  a  rule  for  the  edu- 
cation of  thie  kings  fons.  Seffie  being  (hut  up  in  the  harram  *,  where  he  had  enjoyed 
no  converfation,  except  that  of  the  eunuchs ;  was  taught  nothing  more  than  to  read 
and  write ;  and  was  allowed  no  other  diverfion,  than  (hooting  with  a  bow,  and 
riding  in  the  gardens  on  an  afs :  it  is  therefore  no  wonder  that  he  was  fo  unfit  to 
govern.  This  prince  by  his  own  folly  loft  kandahar  and  bagdat,  two  of  the 
moft  important  places  on  his  frontiers. 

He  had  ordered  a  eunuch  to  run  an  iron  over  the  eyes  of  his  fon  abas  :  the  pur- 
port bf  this  commiflion  was  well  underftood,  but  the  eunuch  having  compaffion  on 
the  prince,  and  rccollefting  that  the  king  had  no  other  heir  to  the  throne,  he  made 
uft  of  a  cold  iton  -,  and  the  prlhee  a(5led  the  blind  man  fo  well,  that  the  king  really 
believed  his  fon  had  loft  his  fight.  When  SEFi^iE  faw  death  a]pj>roaching,  and  ima- 
gined that  by  blinding  his  fon,  he  had  deprived  himfelf  of  an  heir  to  the  crown,  he 
was  extremely  afHifted,  and  exprefied  with  what  fatisfa&ion  he  fhould  expire  if  he 
had  a  fon  to  fucceed  him.  The  eunuch  alTured  him  that  he  had  a  fecret  to  reftore 
fight  to  the  prince.  Tranfported  with  this  expeftation»  the  king  fent  for  the  prince, 
.and  finding  that  he  could  fee,  his  joy,  it  js  faid,  prolonged  his  life  till  the  next  year. 
He  reigned  twelve  years, 

ABAS  II.  /i.D.  1642. 

This  prince  was  but  thirteen  years  of  age  wlien  he  began  his  reign.  He  was  of 
a  difpofition  the  rcverfe  of  that  of  his  father,  for  notwithftanding  his  being  too 
much  addifted  to  wine,  and  committing  fome  a^s  of  cruelty,  he  was  one  of  the 
beft  kings  of  the  seffies.  He  loved  juftlce,  and  had  no  mercy  on  the  public  of- 
ficers who  abufed  his  authority,  and  oppreffed  his  fubjefts.  He  was  kind  to  ftrangers, 
and  openly  protefted  thcchriftians,  declaring  that  he  thought  Gou  alone  was  judge 
and  matter  of  the  confcience;  that  as  for  himfelf  he  was  only  the  governor  of  exter- 
nals 5  and  all  his  fubjedts  of  what  religion  foever,  being  equally  members  of  the 
ftate,  he  owed  equal  juftice  to  them  all. 

'     His  troops  were  numerous  :  he  recovered  kandahar  which  had  been  loft  in  his 
father's  reign ':  and  found  the  fecret  of  acquiring  a  good  treafury  without  oppreffing 

his 

*  We  may  more  properly  call  this  the  fcraglio  or  palace-harnun;  being  more  immediately  the  womens 
Apartments. 


^  A   SUMMARY  VIEW,  9cc.  rartlEf. 

his  peoplfci  He  reigned  twenty-four  years,  and  after  languifliing  four  months  under 
the  venereal  difeafe,  he  died,  leaving  behind  him  two  fons^  of  whom  the  eldeft  sef- 
pi£  MTRZA  fucceeded  to  the  thr^Mie* 

SE-FFIE  named  SULIMAN,  A.  D.  1666. 

Seffie  was  remarkable  for  his  great  ftrength  r  but  be  had  not  been  feated  on  the^ 
throne  above  two  years,  when  his  health  being  much  impaired  by  drunkennefs  and 
won^en,  his  pbyficians  were  at  a  lofs  what  remedies  to  apply  in  order  to  reftorc  it  ^ 
and  therefore  laying  the  blame  on  the  ilars,  pretended  that  the  aftrologers  had  not 
chofen  a  happy  day  for  his  coronation.  This  ridiculous  opinion  had  its  weight ;  the 
the  king  was  crowned  a  fecond  time^  and  took  the  name  of  svi^iman:. 

Under  this  prince,  persia  began  to  decline  to  that  low  ftate  in  which  fhe  now 
languiOies.  His  reign  was  remarkable  for  nothing  but  a  flavilh  indolence,  a  favage 
and  inhuman  cruelty.  When  he  was  intoxicated  either  by  wine  or  anger,  he  often- 
times ordered  the  hands,  feet,  ears,  and  nofe  of  thofe  near  him  to  be  cut  off,  their 
eyes  to  be  plucked  out,  or  their  lives  to  be  facrificed,  as  if  it  was  his  paftime.  In 
t^is  reign  was  born  nadir  k.o\jli  the  great  ufurper  of  pbrsia.  Seffie  reigned 
twenty-eight  years^  leaving  two  fons^  oi  whom  husseik  fucceeded  to  the  throne^. 
J.  D.  1694. 

Having  thus  given  a  chronological  lift  of  the  Persian  kings,  pafticularly  of  rhfc 
SEFFiE  dynafty,  we  proceed  now  to  a  circumftantial  account  of  the  reign  of  the  un- 
happy prince  hussein,  and  the  ufurpatlon  of  the  ae ohams»  as  preparatory  to  the 
hiftory  of  nadir  koulj. 
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P      ART         IV. 

THE 

Revolutions   of  PERSIA, 

FROMTHE 

Beginning  OF  the  pr'esent  century 

TO    THE 

Death    op  MIR  VAIS 

In  the  year  1715. 
C  H  A  P     I. 

Orip^  of  the  different  tribes  of  the  Afghans,  with  a  general  view  of  the  revolutions 
of  their  country  from  the  year"  iioo  /(?  1701. 

PE  R.S  I A  never  enjoyed  a  more  perfeft  tranquillity,  than  in  the  beginning  of 
the  prcfent  century.  The  treaties  ihe  had  concluded  with  her  neighbours 
were  perfeftly  bbferved,  and  fecured  her  againft  any  foreign  invafions :  whilft 
the  effeminacy  and  luxury  of  her  inhabitants,  the  ordinary  confequences  of  a  long 
peace,  left  no  room  to  apprehend  any  danger  from  the  ambition  of  her  own  fubjefts. 
This  monarchy,  which  hiad  fufFered  fo  niany  revolutions  in  paft  ages,  feemed  to  be 
fettled  on  a  folid  foundation,  when  the  news  of  its  fubverfioa  furprized  the  whole 
world. 

The  authors  of  this  amazing  cataftrophe,  were  a  people,  hardly  known  even  to 
their  own  fovereigns,  and  have  now  acquired  a  reputation  only  by  the  fame  of  thofe 
xiations  which  they  brought  under  their  fubjeftion.  Thefe  people,  who  are  com- 
prized under  the  general  denomination  of  afohans,  are  divided  into  three  princi- 
pal  tribes,  who,  like  moft  oriental  nations,  derive  their  genealogy  from  noah.   Ac- 

Vol.  II.    '  O  cording 
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cording  to  their  relations,  ^  japhet  had  three  fons,  armek,  afghan,  and  card^ 
^  vel;  the  former  two  continued  in  Armenia^  which  takes  its  name  from  the 
**  eldcft;  as  cARDVBL^  which  forms  a  part  of  Georgia,  is  fo  called  from  thc- 
**  youngeft,  who  fetlteM  in  that  province.  *I*hc  familits  of  armen  and  afghan 
♦*  having  greatly  multiplied  in  procefs  of  time,  the  defcendantsof  the  latter  quitted 
**  their  country,  and  went  to  inhabit  the  foot  of  suliman  couh  %  a  chain  of  moun- 
•^  tains  which  feparates  the  province  of  kamda'N  ar  from  the  mogul^s  empire." 

This  Mtien  waa  fornfierly  dtivided  into  two  principal  tribes  s  one  of  which  livf^ 
on  Che  mountains  under  the  general  tiame  of  abgh  a  n  ;  and  the  other  extended  itfelf 
on  the  plains,  to  the  fouthward,  and  was  diftinguiflied  by  the  name-of  balouche. 
In  the  reign  of  ism^ael  samani,  viz.  towards  the  end  of  the  ninth  century,  a  nu- 
merous  colony  of  Afghans  having  quitted  the  country  of  kandahar,  a  third  tribe 
was  formed  in  hasarai,  the  eaftern  part  of  her  at.  The  latter  took  the  name  o£ 
ABDOLLEEs,  and  foon  after  embraced  the  mahommedan  religion^  which  they  com- 
municated to  the  reft  6f  their  nAtion^  who,  like  themfrlves,  had  till  thta  time  pro- 
felled  the  magjan  religion  \ 

In  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh  century,  the  tribe  of  cligi  %  the  moft  nume- 
jpous  and  powerful  of  the  three,  was  almoft  entirely  deftroyed  by  the  celebrated: 
liAUOMAfED)  founder  of  the  dynafty  of  the  gasnavios'.  This  prince  had  efla- 
blilhtd  ^e  ftat'of  his  empire  at  t^HOsKAvi,  in  order  to  be  meaner  the  indies,  which 
he  intended  to  conquer.  But  having  been  obliged,  in  one  of  his  fuccefsfbl  cam- 
paigns, to  return  fuddenly  to  his  capital,  he  took  only  a  fmall  body  of  troops  with 
him,  and  ordered  the  reft  »  (bUow  by  (low  marches.  His  army  was  returning  in^ 
feparate  detachments,  loaded  with  the  fpoil  of  the  nations  they  had  fubdued,  when^ 
the  temptation  of  booty  raifed  him  new  enemies.  The  cligts  knowing  that  his^ 
troops  muft  pa(s  thro'  their  mountains,  waited  for  them  in  the  defiles^  and  fuccef* 
fively  defeated  feveral  difierent  bodies  of  mahokmej>*s  army.. 

These  Afghans  however  were  no  ftrai^gers  to  the  vdlour  and  power  of  the  prince 
whom  they  had  thus  offended ;  but  as  the  winter  was  near,  they  concluded  that  he 
would  not  attempt  to  revenge  himfelf  till  towards  the  fpring^r  when  they  determined' 
to  retire  tfitb  tbflt  pMtt  of  their  tnomrtlMs  which  was  kak  accdRble  t  and  if  their 
onemy  could  reach  cheta  tbettt  they  fbould  at  fcaft  be  able  m  oppoie  him  the  better. 
This  reafonkg  wm  ^faiufflrie  enoog^  ^  but  waxiMiMttD  ehided  the  difficulty  :  for 
ke  no  fooner  received  the  news  of  die  defeat  of  his  army,  than  he  afeinbkd  the  beftr 
•f  his  tfoopa,  artd  notwithOaDding  die  rigour  of  the  feaion,  he  entered  the  country 
#f  fCAHDAHAR  with  iuch  ezpedieioa,  that  the  news  of  his  march  had  not  itached^ 
•die  eneoiqr..    The  ouois.  having  hcta  araipelltd  by  the  ftvetiixof  the  winter,  their 

mountains. 


•^TtMMOwldtaef  ««i;oit<t»:  4liit»diccA«^iMfrt  ffiSBdmitd  k  tk*  con^Mfts  «f  aiibxak6br. 
tat  the  great  moanctin  whkh  runs  from  AmifiNiA.  into  imdj a»  takes  Che  name  of  cAUCAtua  on  the. 
weftem  coaft  of  the  caiman,  according  to  fome  writers;  as  that  part  of  it  which  is  on  the  fouthern  coaft, 
and  mns  ^eaftward,  goes  under  the  turnie  of  n^va vs.  ^  Worfhippers  of  6k,  «  A  divifiime 

#f  the  tribe  "of  Avomas,  who  inkaibited  the  nxMataMi  svl  i waiiwco vh.  '  They  derived  thdr 

|iamefiomolioaH*vi>.aciC|roadit-ooQfiaisof  jL^MHiAiiAit^  and^akiliMDage  tothachaJifsafnAa* 

itAX%. 
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mountains  being  extremely  cold»  defcended  into  the  plains,  where  they  divided  tfieir 
|>lqnder,  Mahommed  attacked  them  brilkly  oa  every  (ide,  and  made  fo  terrible  a 
flaugbcer,  that  their  whole  race  was  nearly  extirpated. 

The  country  was  at  length  re-peopled  by  a  fmall  numb(er  of  families,  who  had 
made  their  efcape  into  the  mountains,  but  it  was  to  thinly  inhabited  for  fome  ages, 
that  fcarcc  any  mention  was  made  of  thefe  people  under  the  following  dynafty.  and 
it  was  not  till  the  reign  of  temur-beg  %  that  they  appeared  as  numerous  and  formi* 
dable  as  they  had  been  before  their  memorable  defeat. 

The  abdolleis  having  quitted  the  country  of  kandahar  two  hundred  years 
before,  were  not  involved  in  the  fame  calamity*  Being  free  from  any  foreign  yoke^ 
they  were  yet  governed  by  their  own  laws,  till  towards  the  beginning  of  the  feven- 
teenth  century.  The  ousbeg  tartars  having  then  made  an  irruption  into  the 
province  of  herat,  this  tribe,  though  amounting  to  thirty  thoufand  families,  was 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  abas,  who  then  fat  on  the  throne  of  psrsia.  This 
prince,  who  by  his  conquefts  had  already  merited  the  furname  of  great,  took 
them  under  his  prote(^ion,  and  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  marched 
againft  the  ufurpers,  and  obliged  them  to  retire.  Whether  it  was  owing  to  grati- 
tude, or  to  neceSity,  but  the  ABoottiiES,  who  had  been  till  then  independent,  be- 
came tributary  to  their  deliverer.  The  only  condition  they  infifted  on  was,  that 
the  government  of  their  country  (hould  be  conferred  on  none  but  an  a^dollse 
cholen  from  among  the  chief  men  of  their  country, 

Kandahar  ixras  at  that  time  under  the  prote^ion  of  the  moghol.  Abas  the 
•GREAT  having  given  fome  umbrage  to  the  fons  of  myrz>»-boyram,  governor  of 
the  province,  thefe  young  lords  cncred  into  a  fecret  treaty  with  akbar  emperor  of 
»indo9Takd  S  and  fubmitting  to  his  government,  opened  their  gates  to  a  body  of 
five  thoufand  horfct  which  this  monarch  fent  to  their  afliftance, 

Akbar  kept  pof&flion  of  this  province  during  his  life  •,  but  upon  the  fucceflion  of 
his  Ton  ge anchir  %  shah  abas  returned  thither  with  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand 
men,  and  notwithftanding  the  vigorous  refinance  of  assof  khan,  he  made  himfeif 
niafter  of  the  capital,  the  government  of  which  he  committed  to  one  of  his  generals* 
The  cj-iois  followed  the  fate  of  their  country,  and  the  abdgllees  having  fubmit* 
ted,  the  whole  nation'  was  united  once  more  under  the  dominion  of  persia.  Tn 
this  fltuation  things  continued  for  many  years;  till  ali-mbrdan-khan  having  by 
his  immenfe  riches  excited  the  jcaloufy  and  avarice  of  the  cruel  shah  seffib,  grand - 
fon  and  fucceffur  of  abas  the  great,  was  obliged,  for  his  own  prefervation,  to 
<leliver  up  the  fortrefs  and  country  to  the  moghol.  Shah  seffie,  it  is  prefumed. 
recovered  and  again  loft  this  kingdom :  be  that  as  it  may,  it  fell  once  more  into 
the  hands  of  the  Indians,  at  which  time  the  cligis  were  not  lefs  than  fifty  thou- 
fand families,  and  formed  the  principal  part  of  its  inhabitants :  but  they  foon  had 
ceafon  to  be  diflatisSed  with  their  new  mafters.     Thefe  people,  according  to  their 

O  z  antient 

"*  Tamerlane.  ^  The  proper  name  of  the  moohol  empire ;  from  the  word  hikdos,  which 

fignifies  a  fwarthy  people.  ^  This  word  fignifies  the  conqueror  of  the  world.  ^  The  balov- 

CHCS  having  by  their  long  reparation  loft  the  Aame  of  apcu  av,  it  is  prefttmed  were  not  included. 
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antient  cuftom»  lived  for  ihc  moft  part  in  tents :  their  ordinary  occupation  war 
feeding  tl>eir  flocks ;  but  fuch  as  went  into  towns,  were  employed  in  the  moft  me- 
nial and  laborious  offices.  Thefc  circumftances,  and  the*  tribute  which  they  paid 
for  the  right  ot  pafturage,  rendered  them  fo  contemptible,  that  the  name  of  CLici 
becaole  proverbial  of  rt proach  among  the  Indians  of  kandahar. 

Of  2^11  offences  contempt  is  the  hardcft  to  be  forgiven,  Thefe  Afghans  not  find- 
ing among  people  of  the  fame  religion  as  tbemfelves,  thofe  fentiments  of  humanity 
which  had  been  (hewn  them  by  the  Persians,  whom  they  confidered  as  heretics^ 
refolved  once  more  to  change  maftcrs.  With  this  view  they'  fcnt  a  fccret  deputa- 
tion to  the  cpurt  of  PERSIA,  to  invite  shah  abas  II,  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  pro- 
vince. 

The  fituation  of  kandahar,  renders  it  a  ftrong  barrier  between  the  empires  of 
PERSIA  and  INDIA  ;  and  its  capital*  pafles  for  the  moft  confiderable  fortrefs  in 
ASIA.  Thefe  circumftances  excited  the  ambition  of  shah  abas  ;  who  immediately 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  great  army,  and  after  a  fiege  of  two  months,  he  took 
pofleflion  of  the  city  by  capitulation  in  1650.  Shah  jehan,  who  was  then  em- 
peror of  INDIA,  endeavouring  to  recover  his  lofs,  fent  two  of  his  fons,  who  fuc- 
cefllvely  laid  fiege  to  this  town.  The  firft  time  roup,  one  of  the  rajahs  ^  planted 
his  ftandard  on  the  wall ;  and  the  fecond  the  Europeans,  who  had  the  care  of  the 
artillery,  made  a  breach  that  was  prafticable :  but  the  little  vigour  (hewn  by  the 
PERSIAN  lords  in  the  MOOHOL's.pay,  on  the  firft  occafion,  and  the  jealoufy  of  au- 
RiNG  ZEBE  ""  againft  d  ar  ah  shah  «»  his  eldcft  brother,  on  the  fecond,  rendered  both 
thefe  expeditions  abortive.  It  is  faid,  that  five  fons  of  kings  periflied  in  the  courfe 
of  this  war. 

Thus  by  the  repeated  defeat  of  the  moghol's  troops,  and  the  inteftine  troubles 
which  foon  after  broke  out  in  india,  the  poflTefllon'of  the  province  of  kandahar 
was  fecurcd  to  Persia.  Shah  abas  being  now  dcfirous  of  acknowledging  the  fer- 
vices  which  the  Afghans  had  done  him  in  thefe  different  expeditions,  diftributed 
rewards  among  their  chiefs,  and  reduced  the  tribute  which  had  been  annually  paid 
by  thofe  people.  They  continued  faithful  to  their  new  mafters  till  the  end  of  suli- 
man's  reign,  and  even  during  the  firft  years  of  that  of  his  fon  hussein,  that  is,  fa 
long  as  they  were  treated  as  fubjecls,  and  not  as  flaves :  but  the  cruelty  and  avarice 
of  the  PERSIAN  governors  having  alienated  the  peoples  minds;  in  the  beginning  oi 
the  prcfent  century  the  Afghans  were  once  more  ripe  for  a  revolt. 

*  Kand-daar  fignifies  the  habitation  of  fecurity.    Some  hiflorians  think  it  was  one  of  the  feven  cities 
founded  by  Alexander,  and  that  the  name  of  kandar,  which  is  given  him  by  the  old  Persian  his- 
tories, is  an  abridgment  of  that.of  isKANfiAa,  by  which  this  conqueror  is  known  to  the  eaftern  nations. 
'    ^  A  prince  and  chief  of  a  diflrift  in  india.  *  Signifies  ornament  of  the  throne.  *  Dara. 

ill  the  PBR8IAN  language  fignifies  fovereign.    The  latins  render  this  name  by  that  of  darius. 
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CHAP.      II. 

GuRGHiN-KHAN  pUHce  (?/ GEORGIA  made  govenor  of.K A^D AH AK.  Complaints  of 
the  inhabitants  againji  him.  He  fends  myr  y  a  is  to  court  as  a  fufpeSled  perfon. 
Chara£ier  of  myk  vais,  Defcripti§ti  of  the  court  of  Isfahan.  Origin  of  thfdi' 
vijions  andparties  in  Persia.     Intrigues  of  myr  vais.     He  goes  a  pilgrimage  to 

MECCA.. 

THO^  the  indolence  as  well"  as  the  efFeminacy  oFthe  Persian  court  was  arrived 
to  a  great  height,  shah  hussein  and  his  miniftcrs  were  in  fome  degree 
awakened  by  the  news,  that  the  Afghans  were  inclined  to  revolt.  But  whilft  they 
were  contriving  how  to  extinguilh  thofe  (parks  of  rebellion,  which  might  'ere  long 
blaze  into  a  flame,  the  court  was  alanped  by  a  new  eircumftance.  The  moghol 
not  being  able  to  forget  that  kandahar  formerly  conftituted  a  part  of  his  doml-- 
,mons,  had  fent  embaffadors  to  demand  the  reftitution  of  that. province,  and  there 
was  reafon  to  fear,  left  the  male-contents  (hould  favour  that  monarch  in  the  enter* 
prize,  which  he  feemed  to  meditate. 

There  was  then  at  Isfahan  a  prince  of  the  family  of  bagrathioni,  which  Ras 
often  given  fovereigns  to  Georgia.  Gurghin-khan,  for  fo  he  was  commonly 
called,  having-  been  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  vALi'^of  his  province,  attempted  to 
aflert  the  independency  of  his  anceftors.  He  had  even  ventured  to  make  a  ftand  in 
TEFLis*  againft'the  persiAn  armies ;  but  being  abandoned  by  moft  of  the  grandees 
of  the  country,  who  were  bribed  by  the  court,  he  foon  came  in  perfon  to  make  his 
fubmiflion  to  the  king.  Under  a  prince  of  lefs  lenity,  a  ftep  of  this  kind  would 
have  proved  his  deftruflion:  but  shah  hussein,  who  had  ftood  engaged  for  him 
at  his  circumcifion,  when  he  renounced  the  religion  of  his  anceftors,  being  ftruck. 
with  an  aftion  that  exprefled  fo  much  confidence  in  his  goodnefs,  not  only  forgave- 
what  was  paft,  but  loaded  him  with  favours,  and  confirmed  him  in  all.  his  govern^- 
ments. 

The  court  being  diftrefled  what  mealures  to  purfue,  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity/ 
tbemploy  a  prince,  whofe  valour  and  other  military  virtues  might  render  him  dan- 
gerous in  any  other  province.  His  brother  LEVAN-KHAN,.was  fent  in  quality  of  his^ 
Meutenant  into  GEORGIA,  and  gurghin-khan,  who,  befide  the  government  of  this 
province,  had  that  of  khermania*,  was  nominated  governor  of  kandahar  j  and 
as  fuch  was  commiffioned  to  pacify  the  troubles  that  might  arife,  and  to  watch  over 
the  fecurity  of  that  frontier*  This  general  fpared  no  pains  to  put  his  orders  in 
execution  :  for  this  purpofe,  he  raifed  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  Persians,  and 
having  reinforced  it  with  a  body,  of  Georgians,  he  made  forced  marches  towards 
KANDAHAR .  The  vcry  news  of  his  approach  having  difperfed  the  rebels,  fo  fudden. 
a  calm  gave  him  fome  fulpicion.     Not  fatisfied  with  having  fuppreffcd  the  infur- 

re£lioa, 

*  Va  lxv  fignifies  a  ▼iccroy  defcended  more  i mine*:' lately  from  the  (bverclgns  of  the  country  aver  which, 
lieprefides.  ^  Capital  of  pbrsian  cborgia,  on  a  branch  of  the  kura.  '  GeneraUy  wrote- 

€  ARMANI  A.    Thjs  circumilance  feems  to  be  dubious^as  C£ORGiA.and  khaermahia  are  at  a  veiy  great: 
diAance^  bui  ta  the  beft  authorities  reports 
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region,  be  was  ambitious  of  rooting  it  up.  With  thii  view,  he  made  a  diligenc 
enquiry  afcer  the  authors  of  the  paft  troubles }  and  being  induced  from  the  feverity 
of  his  difpofition»  to  think  that  thcfe  people  would  never  be  completely  fubjeific^ 
without  oppreflion,  he  abandoned  them  to  the  difcretion  of  his  army. 

It  is  hardly  credible  to  what  excels  the  violence  and  cruelty  of  the  troops  was 
carried  on  this  occafion.  The  chiefs  of  tribes,  and  the  fHnple  fliepherds,  were 
equaHy  in  danger  of  their  lives.  They  faw  their  tents  and  horfes  taken  from  them, 
without  daring  to  complain.  Women  were  publickly  fnatched  from  their  huibands, 
and  young  virgins  found  no  fhelter  in  the  arms  of  their  mothers^  Such  horrid  It* 
centioufnefs  incrcaling  every  day,  the  Afghans  had  private  meetings,  and  fent  a 
deputation  to  court,  to  complain  of  the  tyranny  under  which  they  groaned,  Thoie 
deputies  fet  out  unknown  to  gurghik  khan,  and  arrived  fafe  at  Isfahan  ;  but 
this  governor's  friends  having  difcovered  the  motive  of  their  jdurney,  prevented  all 
accels  to  the  shah,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  were  obliged  to  wait  for  the  tim^ 
when  there  was  no  poilibiHty  of  hindering  them  from  having  audience. 

According  to  an  antient  cuftom,  the  kings  of  Persia  always  appear  in  public  at 
the  vernal  equinox,  when  even  the  meaneft  of  their  fubjefts  have  free  acceis.  The 
AFGHANS  embraced  this  opportunity  to  prefent  their  complaints.  The  petition 
which  they  brought  with  them  was  figned  by  the  chiefs  of  the  it  vera!  tribes  j  ir 
contained  a  very  lively  pifture  of  the  miferies  they  fuffcred,  and  would  undoubtedly 
have  moved  shah  hussein,  who  was  naturally  or  a  mild  difpoCtion,  if  the  friends 
of  gurghin-khan  had  not  ftifled  thofe  favourable  impreflions,  and  engaged  this 
prince  to  difmifs  thofe  deputies  as  male  contents,  unworthy  of  the  royal  clemency. 

Gurghin*khan  having  been  informed  of  what  paOed,  was  not  long  before  he 
(hewed  his  rcfentment.  The  Afghans  of  icandahar  are  divided  into  feveral  tribes  % 
of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  families  each.  Mir  vais%  a  chief  of  one  of  thofe  tribes, 
was  alfo  one  of  the  moft  powerful  men  in  the  province.  His  office  of  calentar  ' 
added  weight  to  his  credit ;  but  bis  birth,  hts  generofity,  and  a  certain  graceful  and 
popular  air,  with  fome  indications  of  an  ambitious  Ipirit,  were  the  caujc  of  his  be- 
ing fufpefted  as  the  author  of  the  paft  difturbances.  The  khan  in  order  to  revenge 
himfetf  of  his  enemies,  and  at  tne  fame  time  to  awe  the  Afghans  by  fame  aA  of 
refolutjon,  ordered  mir  vais  to  be  feized  and  fent  to  Isfahan.  He  informed  the 
court  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  was  a  turbulent  man  whom  they  ought  by  all 
means  to  fecure  ;  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  paft  commotions,  and  of  fuch  a 
difpofition  as  was  likely  to  foment  new  troubles,  which  might  hereafter  be  of  dan- 
gerous confequence  to  the  ftate :  a  remaikable  inftance  of  fagacity,  which  was  after- 
wards juftified  by  the  event,  ' 

GURGHIN- 

'  Which  the  TARTARS  tall  hordas.  *  Sometimes  wrote  mir  uv£it>  which  iignifies  in  Ara- 

bic prince  lion -whelp.  The  title  of  emir,  ofwhich.MiR  u  an  abbreviation,  is  conferred  alfo  on  thb 
cuBRifFs,  faccciTorsof  mahommed;  bnt  every  bmiris  not  a  CHSRipr.  There  are  ibiceuhoart 
chriftians,  fuch  a«  thofe  of  the  druses  and  the  ma rovists  ;  tbefe  kft  were  (o  named  from  waaoii 
their  headi,  and  inhabited  mount  lebanus.  '  Calsntar  ligmfiet  thegreateA.    This  ofictr  it 

^barged  with  colleAing  of  taxes,  and,  as  already  noted,  Vol.  L  p.  15.  fometimas  ads  $s  a  fttb*governor« 
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GifftCttTW-<?HAN  havifig  thus  remoYcd  die  only  pcrfon,  in  whom  he  diftovcrcd 
M  the  qualifications  ncceflary  for  the  head  of  a  party,  was  no  longer  afraid  of  the 
emerpriKs  of  the  moghol,  or  of  the  murmurings  of  the  Afghans.  He  put  a  gar- 
yifon  in  the  oiptcal,  and,  fatisfied  with  keeping  his  Georgians  about  nis  perfoo,. 
iiiibanded  the  reft  oif  his  army. 

Mir  vais,  far  from  being  tlcjcfted  ^y  his  di%race,  thought  of  drawing  fomc 
advantage  from  it,  by  endeavouring  to  get  a  thorough  knowledge  of  a  court  which 
was  made  the  place  of  his  confinement.     Tbecharad^er  of  shah  husseinc  was  too 
semafkable  to^elbape  htm.     This  prince  was  bora  with  that  placid  difpofition,  which 
borders  on  wcafcnefs,  and  conleqtiently  does  not  dcferve  the  name  of  virtue.     He 
had  a  ftcong  attachment  to  his  religion,  and  might  be  denominated  an  honed  man, 
but  lb  cxccffivcly  indolent,  and  immoderately  addidcd  to  women  and  wine,  as  to- 
be  utterly  incapable  of  governing;  thus  unworthy  of  being  a  real,  he  was  only  a 
nominal  king.     Under  thefc  circutnftances  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  the  guardians 
of  hts  pleafufes^were  his  favourites,  and  a  council  compofed  of  the  priiiGlpal  eunuchs^ 
ef  the  feraglio,  were  indeed  the  depofitacies  of  the  fupreme  power»     This  council 
was  eftaWifhed  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  shah  sulikian^  who  not 
content  with  tendering  it  fuperior  to  that  of  the  antient  form  of  adminiftration,  ar 
his  death  gave  it  the  power,  in  conjunftion  with  the  great  officers  of  the  kingdom,, 
of  totaling  which  of  hb  fons  they  thought  moft  fit  to  fucceed  him.     It  was  by  means^ 
of  the  votes  and  eredit  of  thefe  eunuchs,  that  hussein:  was  preferred,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  to  his  brother  abas  mvrza  ':  yet  far  from  taking  umbrage  at  the  power  which^ 
had  raifird  hitn  to  the  throne,  contrary  to  the  policy  of  arbitrary  kings,  he  thought 
only  of  ftrcngthening  the  authority  of  that  tribunal.     Whether  he  followed  the  im- 
pulfe  of  a  grateful  mind,  without  attending  to  any  other  duty  j  or  found  himfelf 
incapable  of  holding  die  reins  of  government ;  but  he  feemed  glad  to  ea£e  himfelf- 
of  the  burthen.. 

Thits- vcffed  with  the  fupreme  authority,,  the  eunuchs  were  conftquentfy  the  onlyr 
difpofers  of  the  royal  favours  and  employments.  Merit  became  an  empty  founds 
all  offices  and  dignities  were  given  to  thofe  who  paid  the  higheft  price  i  money  de* 
cided  every  things  and  the  immenfe  riches  whicb  were  accumulated  by  this  means,, 
feemed  rarficr  to  whet  than  to  glut  the  avarice  of  thofe  bafc  minifters.  Every  part 
of  the  ftate  fch:  the  efiefts  of  this  diforder.  The  troops,  difcouraged  by  itl  difcipline„ 
and  worfepay,  ferved  with  reluftance..  Robbers  intefted  the  highways,  and  inter- 
rupted commerce.  Pkce-mcn,  impoverilhed^  by  the  purchafe  of  their  offices,  ty- 
unmzfid  over  the  people,  and  were  rapacious  with,  impunity  j  to  (hort,.  juftice  waa^ 
-publickl  J  fold  ia  the  Tery  capital  of  tlie  empire. 

Shais 

cCivifTVMi«  HotFODAm  of  votDAvrA,  w&olhd  for  IBelter  into  tli9^  terriiones  of  the  crAR,  In. 
171 ;  drew  the  following  character  of  shah  hussbin.  *'  He  is  forty  years  old  ;  of  an  iodoknt  difpo- 
^  fition  s  lAtirely  abaodonedio his  f>lea(ux€s ;  terauoataag all  his  difpuces  with  the  Tua«^»  the  medians,. 
**  aod  hia  other  neishbours,.  by  the  interpoiition  of  his  ^pwernon,  and  by  dint  of  money.'* 

^  MYazA,  an  abbreviation  of  auiit  zAoa»  whickm  Fiasic  fignifies  fen  of  the  prince.  TJiethl*? 
•F  MYRZA  piit  after  the  proper  oame^  iignifies  a  prince  of  the  bUxxTs  tot  put  bcfoiei^  fignificawdteni; 
aadis  alio  a Ecoper  name^  as  uxkza  Uikuouuzu*    See  Vd,  I»  page  u u- 
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Shah  hussbin  was  perhaps  the  only  perfon  in  his  kingdom,  that  was  ignorant 
of  the  diforder  of  the  government*  Buried  in  the  pleafures  of  the  harram  s  the 
cries  of  the  oppreffed  could  not  reach  his  ears.  The  eunuchs  had  in  a  great  meafure 
brought  the  feudatory  princes  of  the  empire  under  their  fubjeftion,  by  inveftingtbe 
younger  brothers  with  the  fovereignty,  in  prejudice  to  the  elder  i  and  as  the  grandees 
of  the  court,  like  the  reft  of  the  nation,  were  divided  into*  two  faftions,  they  received 
no  umbrage,  but  paid  an  implicit  obedience  to  thi$  infamous  tribunal,  which  tri- 
umphed over  the  public  calamity. 

In  order  to  difcover  the  origin  of  thefe  divifions,  we  muft  trace  matters  as  big(i 
as  the  reign  of  shah  abas  I  ^  This  prince,  whofc  great  grand-father  had  ufurped 
the  throne,  and  himfelf  had  added  fevcral  provinces  to  his  dominions,  perceived 
that  he  could  not  long  depend  on  the  fidelity  of  his  natural-born  fubjefls,  more  than 
on  the  fevcral  nations  whom  he  had  brought  under  his  fubjcfiion.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  he  endeavoured  to  fet  them  at  variance,  that  he  might  fupport  his  fo- 
vereignty  by  being  the  umpire  of  their  quarrels.  With  this  view,  he  peopled  on/e 
half  of  every  city  and  village  of  the  empire  with  colonies  chofen  from  among  tl^ 
nations  moft  oppofite  in  manners,  cuftoms,  and  charafter  to  the  ancient  citizens ; 
and  that  the  equality  which  he  had  eftablilhed  between  both  thefe  parties  fliould  be 
for  ever  preferved,  he  forbid  them  to  alienate  to  each  other,  under  any  pretext 
whdtfoever,  the  lands  which  they  already  pofleflcd,  or  thofe  which  he  might  afljgri 
to  them.  This  policy  had  the  delired  effed.  Jealoufy  foon  gave  birth.to  two  op- 
pofite fafti'ons,  who  not  content  with  diftinguilhing  themfclves  by  a  particular 
name  %  and  fome  external  marks,  would  neither  inter-marry  nor  have  dealings  with 
each  other.  Their  hatred  (hewed  itfelf  in  a  very  Angular  manner  at  the  fcaft  of 
HUSSEIN  and  ha>san  %  for  then  they  were  allowed  to  come  to  blows,  and  though 
it  was  only  with  ftones  and  fticks,  yet  thofe  days  of  feftivity  feJdom  paffed  without 
coding  the  lives  of  many  people.  Thefe  combats  were  not  only  tolerated,  but  ai^- 
thorized  by  the  prince,  whole  power  they  confirmed,  inafmuch  as  the  animodty 
Avhich  they  fomented,  produced  a  mutual  jealoufy  between  the  two  parties,  which 
contained  them  both  within  the  limits  of  obedience. 

A  POLICY  fo  little  founded  in  the  good  of  fociety,  could  not  but  have  fome  dan- 
gerous elFeds.  The  courtiers  inftead  of  ufing  this  artifice  as  a  political  engine,  at 
kngth  took  a  (hare  in  it ;  and  it  was  eafy  to  perceive  at  the  court  of  Isfahan,  thofe 
very  fentimcnts  of  averfion  which  divided  the  common  people.  Every  grandee, 
either  for  the  glory  of  protefting,  or  for  the  advantage  of  being  properly  fupported, 
was  of  one  party  or  the  other  j  whilft  the  antipathy  which  always  prevailed  betwixt 
the  white  and  black  eunuchs,  was,  in  regard  to  them,  what  the  fpirit  of  faftion  was 
to  the  reft  of  the  kingdom. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  Persia,  when  myr  vais  came  to  court.  This  man  had 
penetration  fufficient  to  unravel  thefe  myfteries,  and  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  fuch 

cir- 

•  Harram  (ignifies  prohibited  to  men.    The  womens  apartment  in  Persia,  ikdiAi  and  turkky. 

*>  The  beginning  of  the  lart  century.  «  Pelevk  and  felbuk  .  We  may  fuppofe  them  as  ms^  a$ 

thofi  were  in  1640,  who  adopted  the  tenets  of  the  church  of  enclamp  and  the  church  of  Scotland. 
J  have  already  mentioned  this  particular  in  a  general  way  in  my  firO,  volume.  ^  The  Tons  of  ali« 

l\hol'e  death  luey  commcmorMtv. 
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cumftaiice^  ts  were  fuvourtble  to  his  intereft.  He  made  it  his  firft  bufinefs  to  1 707. 
get  acquainted  widi  the  party  which  oppofed  cur  chin  khan.  The  fteward  of  the  . 
king's  houfhold,  and  fatey-ali-khan,  grand  veneur  %  and  afterwards  prime  mi- 
nifter,  were  at  the  head  of  this  faftion.  Mir  vais  found  no  difficulty  to  engage 
their  favour  againft  their  common  enemy :  he  knew  that  intereft  is  generally  a  more 
prevailing  motive  than  hatred  to  a  foe,  or  even  compaffion  for  a  friend ;  and  made 
ufe  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  flPK)ney  which  the  Afghans  remitted  him,  to  fecure 
the  proteAion  of  thofe  lords.  The  prefents  which  he  made  them  on  thi$  occaGon, 
amounted  to  thirty  thoufand  tomans  \ 

The  province  of  kandahar  was  no  longer  divided  like  the  reft  of  the  kingdom 
by  this  fpirit  of  diflention:  the  revolutions  it  had  undergone,  had  infenfibly  extin- 
guilhed  their  animofltics.  As  mir  vais  was  avowedly  neither  a  peleuk  nor  fe- 
LEUK ;  he  made  a  dexterous  ufe  of  this  circumftance  -,  for  each  willing  to  believe 
him  of  their  party,  efpoufed  his  intereft.  Having  taken  thefe  precautions,  he  was 
not  afraid  to  demand  an  audience :  accordingly  he  appeared  before  the  divan,  and 
juftified  his  condudt  with  fuch  addrefs  and  eloquence,  that  the  king,  already  preju- 
diced by  fome  of  his  minifters,  thought  it  juftice  not  only  to  acquit  him,  but  to 
grant  him  his  favour  and  protection. 

A  MAN  of  common  ambition  would  have  been  fatisfied  with  this  fuccefs ;  but  to 
a  perfon  of  mir  vais's  ftamp,  it  was  not  fufficient  to  juftify  himfclf ;  he  afpired  at 
the  deftrudlion  of  his  accufer.  His  noble  birth,  fupported  by  a  fplendid  fortune^ 
with  an  artful  and  infinuating  turn  of  mind,  operated  fo  effecflually  on  the  miftaken 
compaffion  of  kvssein,  that  he  had  now  free  accefs  to  this  monarch;  and  availed 
himfelf  of  this  favour,  and  of  the  credit  of  his  cabal,  to  ftrike  the  firft  blow.  He 
always  fpoke  of  his  enemy  with  refpeA,  and  a  feeming  fincerity ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  gave  his  auditors  time  to  reflect  on  the  valour  and  power  of  that  general.  He 
artfully  infinuated  that  the  government  of  Georgia,  khermania,  and  kandahah, 
with  which  the  fame  perfon  was  inverted,  rendered  him  a  formidable  prince,  rather 
than  an  opulent  lord.  He  reminded  them  of  his  prefumption  in  hojding  ouj  in  tef*. 
FLis  fi^ainft  the  Persian  armies;  and  taking  every  occafion  to  raife  the  fame  fufpi- 
cions  againft  the  governor,  as  the  Utter  had  excited  againft  him,  the  king  began  ^o 
imagine  that  gurohin  khan  had  removed  him,  to  get  rid  of  an  infpeftor,  who  by 
his  fidelity  and  credit,  might  baffle  his  projefls. 

But  it  was  not  a  fpirit  of  revenge  only  that  excited  mir  vais  to  render  the  khan 
fufpeAed ;  this  dangerous  Afghan  had  more  extenfive,  and  more  exalted  vicw^. 
The  king's  effeminacy ;  the  want  of  experience  in  his  minifters  and  generals  ;  the 
confufion  and  irregularity  which  neceflarily  followed  from  thence  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  5  and  above  all,  that  fpirit  of  divifion  which  excited  one  party  to  oppqfe  the 
other ;  by  means  of  which  their  bcft  concerted  enterprizes  were  fruftrated  ;  at 
length  infpired  mir  vais  with  the  hopes  of  refcuing  his  country  from  the  prr- 

sian 

%  Mm-CHSKAfL-BACHi.  ^  Seveotv-five thoufand  pounds.    It  is  faid  that  tbis  fum  was  paid 

by  the  afghaks  in  thirty  thoufand  woollen  fi^s  of  tlicjn^ttla^uies  of  TfiRMAi,a€ity]i)  t^etrntoxics 

of  the  GflEAT  MOCHOL. 
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1707.  siAN  yoke.  His  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  court  had  given  him  too  mean 
an  opinion  of  it,  to  be  afraid  of  any  difficulty  from  that  quarter,  in  the  execution  of 
'  his  (^fign;  but  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  valour  and  abilities  of  gurghin 
KHAN,  and  therefore  ncgledled  no  method  by  which  he  might  remove  that  generaK 
But  the  moil  important  article  was  to  iecure  the  diflferent  tribes  of  kandahar  in 
his  intercft.  Tho*  his  fuperior  genius,  his  winning^deportment,  his  great  gencro- 
lity,  had  united  the  hearts  of  the  chiefs,  as  well  as  of  the  common  people  in  his 
favour ;  yet  this  was  not  fufficient  to  fecure  their  hearty  concurrence  in  an  enter- 
prize  of  this  nature.  In  order  therefore  to  cover  his  defign  with  the  fpecious  veil  of 
religion,  he  took  his  meafures  to  render  a  revolt  legal,  and  according  to  the  deci- 
lion  of  the  highcft  earthly  authority. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  the  Persians  and  the  Afghans  treat  each 
other  as  heretics.  The  two  feds  of  the  mahommedans  are  diftinguifhed  by  the 
names  of  sunni  and  schias.  Ma  hummed  is  reputed  both  by  the  Persians  and 
TURKS  as  the  true  Meffiah  ;  their  difference  is  about  the  fucceflbr  of  this  pretended 
prophet,  and  the  fcnfc  of  fomc  particular  texts  in  the  khoran\  The  fedl  of  sunni 
comprehends  the  turks,  the  tartars,  the  fubjeds  of  the  moghol,  with  fome 
other  nations  of  lefs  note,  and  among  thefe  the  Afghans,  who  are  all  followers  of 
OMAR,  OSMAN,  and  ABUBEKER.  Tlic  fedl  of  so  HI  as  includes  the  Persians  and 
fome  princes  of  the  indies,  who  are  followers  of  ali,  who  are  alfo  diftinguiOied 
by  the  name  of  adeliah  ^.  The  Afghans,  in  fubmitting  to  the  dominion  of  the 
kings  of  PERSIA,  had  made  it  an  article  of  their  capitulation,  that  they  (hould  not 
be  molcfted  on  account  of  their  religion  •,  nor  were  they  ever  diftreiled  upon  that 
fubjeft.  Mir  vais  however  refolved  to  make  this  difference  in  religion  the  bafis 
of  his  defign  of  taking  up  arms  againil  his  fovereign.  With  this  fecret  view,  he 
begged  leave  of  the  king  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  mecca,  where  he  intended  to 
confult  the  mullahs  ^  As  he  was  now  no  longer  fufpe^d,  and  this  pilgrimage 
removed  him  the  farther  from  kandauar»  his  petition  was  granted  without  any 
difficulty. 

He  had  not  been  long  at  mecca,  before  he  ient  to  medin  a  todefire  the  opinion 
of  the  chief  doftors.  One  of  the  qucftions  he  propofed  to  them  was,  "  Whether  it 
*^  is  lawful  for  muflelmen  opprefled  and  cramped  in  the  exercife  of  their  religion, 
**  by  heretics,  to  take  up  arms,  and  free  themfelves  from  the  yoke  ?"  The  other 
was  much  to  the  fame  effeft,  viz.  "  Whether  thofe  muffulmen  are  not  releafed  from 
*^  the  oath  of  allegiance,  which  the  chief  men  of  each  family  had  been  forced  to 
^^  make  to  a  fovereign,  who  was  a  heretic,  when  this  fovereign  did  not  obferve  the 
*<  conventions  which  he  had  fworn  to,  but  had  made  them  flaves  to  infidels  *?*' 

The  mullahs  did  not  hefitate  long  in  giving  their  anfwer  ;  for  according  tathe 
principles  of  the  mahommedan  religion,,  the  fword  is  one  of  the  means  enjoined 
to  muflulmen,  in  genera^  for  the  propagation  of  their  faith.     They  decided  there-- 

fore 

•  See  this  fobjeft  in  Vol.  I.  Chap.  51.  ^Adiliah  properly  fignifics  the  fc6l  of  the  juil. 

*  Mullah  figni/ies  a  guide  or  direflor,  the  common  name  of  priei!.  ^Gebrbs.    Mir  vais  by 

diis  name  marked  out  the  Georgians.    This  word  comes  from  cbbber,  which  in  the  persic  fignifies 
an  idolater,  but  more  particularly  a  worflupperof  iirc. 
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fore  in" the  affirmative,  and  mir  vais  having  fccrctly  obtained  the  fetfa  %  dif-  1707. 
patched  in  the  ufual  forms,  returned  to  Isfahan.  Thus  far  things  fuccccded  to 
his  wifli  i  but  this  holy  authority  for  rebellion  could  be  of  no  fcrvice  to  him,  till  he 
Ihould  return  to  kandahar.  Notwithftanding  the  eager  defire  he  had  to  execute 
his  projeft,  he  was  too  good  a  politician  to  apply  for  leave  to  go  home.  On  the 
contrary,  he  affefted  an  indifference,  which  entirely  preventing  thofc  fufpicions, 
which  an  impatience  of  returning  might  have  revived,  he  waited  to  fee  what  time 
would  produce  •,  when  a  circumftance  arofc  which  greatly  facilitated  his  defigns. 


CHAP.      III. 

The  emperor  of  Russia  fends  an  amhaffador  to  the  court  of  Isfahan.  Mir  vaisV 
arts  to  raife  fufpicion  againft  gurghin  khan.  He  is  fent  borne  j  majfacres  the 
KHAN  J  and  takes  popjfion  ^kandahar. 

SOON  after  the  return  of  mir  vais,  the  governor  of  shamakie  gave  intelli*  170$; 
gence  to  the  court,  that  an  ambafTador  from  the  emperor  of  Russia,  was  ar-^ 
rived  on  the  frontiers,  charged  with  letters  from  the  pope,  and  likewlfe  from  the 
emperor  of  GERMANY,  and  attended  with  a  more  than  ordinary  retinue.  Advice 
was  brought,  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  ambaffador,  who  was  born  in  capan  a 
city  of  ARMENIA,  had  given  out  that  he  was  defcended  from  the  ancient  kings  of 
that  province,  and  had  let  drop  fome  hints,  that  he  did  not  renounce  the  righta 
which  his  birth  gave  him  to  that  fovereignty.  Thefe  reports  concerning  the  lineal 
defcent  of  the  ambafTador,  frivolous  as  they  were,  alarmed  shah  hussein  and  his 
minifters :  their  puerile  fears  carried  their  apprehenfions  beyond  all  the  bounds  of 
probability  ;  for  they  concluded,  that  an  Armenian  who  was  born  a  fubjcft  of  Per- 
sia, and  had  prefumed  to  talk  in  that  manner,  did  not  come  fo  well  attended,  and 
under  the  protedion  of  three  princes  of  the  fame  religion  as  himfelf,  to  aft  merely  as 
an  embaflador.  A  frenchman,  who  had  been  fent  to  the  court  of  Isfahan  by 
i-ewis  XIV.  for  the  affairs  of  commerce;  and  fome  other  Europeans  who  were 
fettled  in  that  city,  thought  it  their  intereft  to  favour  this  alarm.  They  had  been 
informed  that  this  embaffador  threatened  to  caufe  all  the  miflionaries  to  be  expelled 
the  kingdom ;  and  therefore  they  endeavoured  to  (hew  that  the  letters  of  recom- 
mendation from  the  chridian  princes,  by  virtue  of  which  he  had  met  with  a  favour- 
able reception,  were  fuppofititious  pieces;  ufing  their  intereft  at  the  fame  time  to 
diffuade  the  court  from  receiving  the  ambaffador:  alledging  certain  predictions 
preferved  in  the  archives  of  the  Armenians,  which  foretold  that  the  kingdom  of 
ARMENIA  (hould  be  re*eftabli(hed  one  day  under  the  protedion  of  russia*  And 
in  order  to  impofe  on  a  people  naturally  credulous  with  regard  to  future  events, 
they  corroborated  thefe  predidions  with  a  french  anagram  taken  from  the  embaf* 
fador's  name,  obferving  that  in  israel  orii  \  were  found  the  letters  il  sera  roi, 
that  is,  «*  he  (hall  be  king/' 

P  2  .  The 

«  Fbtpa,  or  rather  Fbtva»  the  decifion  of  the  maftii  when  he  U  conrulted  upon  any  point  of  law^ 
^  The  name  of  the  enbaifador. 


{ 
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s  708.        Tnz  artful  infinuatibns  of  mir  vais  madfe  a*ft'r8ng'imprc(fi6h  oh  the  minds  of  the 
courtiers.     With  tho'fe  of  the  fame  faftion  as3cuRCHiN-i^H  Ai/,  he  IkW  ho  ^eit  ftfeft 
upon  thefe  circumftances;  but  to  the  (T[iporit^jparty,^**Theftate,*'  he  fkid,  "'is  In  the 
•*  moft  perilous  fituation :  for  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt,  but  the  'czar,  ^Htefe 
*^  power  and  ambition  are  wellknown  to  all  the  world,  has  undcrtakefi  to  nifJuc 
"  from  the  Persian  yoke,  a  nation  who  profcHes  the  fame  religion  as  hirtifelf.     The 
.  "  embaflador  muft  be  a  fecret  emiiTary,  who  under  the  fanftion  of  his  charader,  is 
"  Gomc  to  blow  the  coals  of  fedition  even  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom  ;  othcrwife^ 
"  why  (hould  an  arme^iian  have  been  chofen  ?  Could  thofe  princes  have  been  at  a 
**  lofs  to  find  in  their  vaft  dominions,  fubjefts  of  their  own,  who  are  properly  qua- 
"  lifted  for  fuch  a  funftion  ?  And  why  (hould  this  minifler  pretend  to  be  defcended 
*^  from  the  antient  kings  of  akmenia,  if  it  is  not  to  obtain  more  credit  with  the 
•'credulous  part  of  his  couptry  ?  but  this  is  the  fmalleft  part  of  the  danger.     If  the 
*•  government  has  nothing  ,to  apprehend  but  the  attempts  of  the  Muscovites  and 
**  ARMENIANS,  tlic  brave  inhabitants  of  Georgia,  who  arc  fituate  between  them, 
••  will  be  an  unfurmountable  barrier  againft  the  one  ;  and  as  for  the  others,  it  is  well 
**  known  that  they  are  more  difpofcd  to  commerce  than  war  \  and  confequently  will 
**  not  attempt  to  (hake  off  their  fubjeftion  to  our  invincible  fovercign.     But  who 
'•  can  undertake  to  anfwer  for  the  fidelity  of  "thofe  very  Georgians  ?  Is  there*  the 
••  lead  reafon  to  ^oubt,  but  they  fubmit  with  reluftance  to  a  people  of  a  difftrent  re- 
**  Ifgion  ?  Have  we  forgot  the  efforts  they  made  fome  years  ago,  to  withdraw  them- 
**  felvcs  from  their  fubjeftion,  at  the  inftigation  of  gurghin  khan,  who  now  is 
•'  governor  of  three  of  the  fineft  provinces  of  the  kingdom  ?  Are  we  ignorant,  that 
"  SANAZARLi  KHAN,  this  princc^s  coufin^german,  is  now  at  the  court  of  st.  pe- 
•*  TERSBuji  G,  from  whence  perhiaps  he  correfponds  with  him,  while  he  continually 
"  folicits  the  CZAR,  to  free  thofe  unbelievers  from  their  fubjcftion  to  our  empire '. 
♦*  The  RUSSIAN  armies,  reinforced  by  the  troops  of  one  of  thofe  infidel  nations,  and 
'*  paid  by  the  other,  may  at  any  time  march  over  the  mountains  of  alburt2\ 
*'  crofs  the  kura  *,  and  pitch  their  tents  on  the  banks  of  the  aras*.     And  wheiv 
«*  thefe  formidable  enemies  (hall  have  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  are 
*^  we  to  prefume  that  GURGHIN  khan,  who  has  already  attempted  to  afcend  the 

*  ^*  throne  of  his  anceftors,  will  facrifice  his  ambition  and  intereft  to  his  duty  ?  Or  is 
**  it  to  be  imagined,  that  this  prince,  who  is  defcended  from  the  fovercigns  of  geor» 
•*  GiA,  and  a  chriftian  in  his  heart,  will  employ  the  forces  quartered  in  k  andahar 
*•  and  KHERMANiA,  which  hjB  can  bring  together  at  a  fingleword,  againft  his  coua- 
"  try,  his  religion,  and  the  fubjedls  of  his  anceftors  i^ 

These  arguments  were  very  fpecious  and  folid,  to  men  who  endeavoured  to  be 
frightened.  In  faft,  every  thing  contributed  to  increafe  the  general  alarm;  while 
MIR  vAis  was  almoft  the  only  perfon  at  court,  who  faw  into  the  weaknefs  of  thefe 
political  vifions.  This  man  had  too  much  fenfe,  not  to  perceive  immediately,  that 
thefe  chimerical  ideas  had  no  foundation  i  having  been  occafioned  only  by  fome  in- 
*    5  difcrect 

■f  This  was  a  plauiible  motive  of  fear.  Militbtzki,  prince  of  cborcia,  had  been  in  x  vssia,  and 
his  only  fon  was  general  of  the  artiUery  to  pbtir  the  great.  Thefe  princes  were  now  dead  ;  but  as 
it  was  believed  that  the  czar  had  promifed  i^ilitetzki  tore-inftate  him  in  his  principality,  as  foon  as 

•  the  war  with  swbdrk  was  ended:  it  was  alfo  imagined  that  this  monarch  ftill  periifted  (in  1715)  in  his 
refolution  of  difpoflbiTing  the  nfiirper.  ^  Mount  Caucasus*  «  Formerly  call^  cyrus. 

^*  Formerly  araze^. 
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diTdmt  fpttches  of  the  Yikkbiffiidar,  ^wiiidi  ikevvcfl  .mtker  liis  iblly  md  ftupUity,  lyoSi 
tbinlitstmHrhig^yddign  of  this  ttature.  iRor  ho^  pcDdigiDady  abijtrd  ikjks  it  to 
Micrtf  fliat  PETtoR  tbexTieEAT,  .ftould  ^imhcMt  any  ncoeifioy  .ddzveriip  . due. pre* 
*tender  into  the  ^king's  haods  I  awlthat  this  mimfter,  who  had  Tuch  a  perianal  in- 
•tereft  not  to  be  dffbover^d,  ftmUd  be^  by  a  voiumavy  intlsfi::rction,  thecxecudon 
cf  his  jteign,  the  wSioIe  fuGoels  of i?hich  depended  on  fecrecy  <and  drcumfpefUon  i 

NotHtNO,  indeed,  could  be  worle  founded  than  this  panic.  The  pretended  fuc- 
ceflbr  of  the  kings  of  armfkia,  was  an  adtrenturer,  who  after  having  (itcceffively 
fold  coffee,  and  ferved  as  a  common  foldier,  became  a  iubaltern  in  the  feryice.of 
the  emperor  Leopold.  As  he  underftood  the  or i^nt^l  languages,  he  was,  at 
length,  chofenby  the  codrt  of  VIENNA,  to  found  the  difpofition  of  the  turks,  in 
regard  to  the  peace  which  was  afterwards  concluded^at  carlowitz.  Upon  his  re- 
torn  from  CONSTANTINOPLE,  he  pafiedinco  the  fcrvice  of  >fet£R  the  great,  who 
in  confideration  of  the  fame  abilities,  made  htm  a  colonel,  and  employed  him  alfo 
to  negotiate  a  peace  with  the  ottoman  port ;  to  prevent  any  interruption  from  that 
power,  during  the  war  which  he  intended  to  declare  againft  the  kingofswEDEN. 

Isr AEL  o R  It  having  difchftrged  this  important  commilDonto the  czar 's  fatisfadion, 
defired  qs  a  reward  for  his  fervices,  that  his  majeftywould  gratify  him  yrith  an  em- 
bafly  to  ISFAHAN.  He  confidered  that  this  would  be  the  fureft  ^Tay  to  enrich  him- 
feif  in  a  little  time  :  minlfters  of  this  charader  enjoying  great  privileges  in  persi  a» 
particularly  that  of  not  paying  any  cuftoms.  As  foon  as  he  had  obtained  his  credentials, 
he  took  poft  to  Vienna,  and  thence  to  home,  where  he' pretended  to  be  capable  of 
bringing  the  fchifmatic  Armenians  into  the  pale  of  the  romish  church,  and  having 
already  obtained  letters  from   the  emperor,  he  procured  alfo  a  brief  from  cle* 

MENT  XL    for  shah  HVS8SIN. 

These  were  the  particulars  of  an  event,  which  gave  rife  to  {o  many  idle  fpecula*- 
tions.  The  numerous  retinae  which  attended  the  embaflador,  confifted  for  the 
moft  part  of  Armenians,  who  were  proprietors  of  the  goods  he  brought  with  him ; 
except  fome  Russians,  who  were  going  to  baku,  and  bad  accompanied  him  to 
shamakie,  in  order  to  give  the  more  luftre  to  his  embafly.  The-  pretenfions  of 
fovereignty,  and  the  defign  of  turning  the  miffionaries  out  of  the  kingdom,  were 
idle  words  which  this  minifter  let  drop  with  defign,  to  engage  bis  companions  Co 
join  with  him  in  the  expences  of  the  journey  into  persia. 

Shah  hussein  being  ignorant  of  thefe  circumftances,  was  for  fome  time  dubious 
how  to  aA :  but  the  fear  of  giving  peter  the  great  any  pretence  for  a  rupture,  pre- 
vailing over  every  other  confiderltion,  he  came  to  a  refolution^  contrary  to  the  gene- 
ral expedlation  of  the  Europeans,  to  receive  the  embai&don  Israel  orii  there- 
fore fet  out  from  shamakie  ;  and  from  the  prejudice  already  conceived  iit  his  favour, 
the  PERSIANS  paid  a  yet  greater  regard  to  him,  than  is  generally  (hewn  to  perfons 
of  his  charaAer  ;  fo  that  he  had  rcaipn  to  be  fatisScd  with  the  honors  and  diftinAions 
which  he  received  during  his  flay  at  Isfahan. 

Im 


no  THEREIGNOF  .  Part  IT- 

1708.  In  the  mean  time,  the  artful  fpeeches  of  mir  vais  had  produced  the  eflWk  which 
he  expcdlcd.  The  court,  continually  terrified  with  chimeras,  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  a  diftempered  government,  began  to  take  umbrage  at  the  exceffive  power 
of  cuRGHiN  KHAN.  The  encmies  of  that  prince,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  the 
prime  miniftcr  S  taking  advantage  of  thefe.difpofitions,  found  no  difficulty  in  per- 
fuading  the  timorous  shah  to  join  with  them  in  fufpicions,  which  were  authorized 
by  the  remembrance  of  what  had  pafled  fome  years  before  atTEFFLis.  It  is  proba- 
ble, that  GURCHiN  khan  would  have  been  recalled,  but  that  they  doubted,  whe- 
ther he  would  not  undertake  to  maintain  himfelf  there  by  force  5  or,  after  the  ex- 
ample of  ALi  MERDAN  KHAN,  bctray  thc  country  to  the  moghol.  They  refolved. 
to  purfue  a  lefs  dangerous  method,  and  to  place  near  his  perfon  one  whom  they 
could  confide  in,  who  was  capable  of  watching  over  his  conduft,  and  at  the  fame 
time  able  to  make  head  againil  him,  if  he  ofiered  to  create  any  difturbance.  They 
were  not  long  deliberating  upon  the  choice:  the  commiOion  was  given  to  Mift  vais; 
and  as  it  was  of  fome  confequence,  on  this  occafion,  to  increafe  his  credit  with  the 
people,,  he  was  honored  with  the  khalaet  %  and  reinftated  in  his  employment. 

Thus  providence  ordained,  that  a  fearful  apprehenfion,  arifing  from  the  idle  talk 
of  an  adventurer,  joined  to  the  artful  conduA  of  mir  vais,  (hould  bring  about  the 
invafion  of  one  of  the  mod  flourifhing  monarchies  of  the  eaftern  world.  Mir  vais, 
who  from  the  very  circumftances  of  this  ridiculous  terror,  had  made  adifcovery  of  thc 
weakncfsof  the  Persian  government  j  was  no  fooner  returned  to  kandahar,  than 
he  refolved  to  engage  his  countrymen,  to  embark  with  him  in  the  enterprize  he  had 
medirated.  He  was  wavering  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  he  fhould  acquaint 
them  with  his  projeft,  when  a  favorable  opportunity  ofiered  of  commencing  the 
execution  of  it.  This  was  owing  to  an  event,  which  to  thofc  who  are  unacquainted 
with  the  diSerence  of  manners  and  laws  between  the  Europeans  and  oriental 
nations,  may  appear  as  a  romance,  though  there  is  good  reafon  to  believe  it  true, 

Gurghin-khan  made  no  doubt,  but  his  conduA  to  the  Afghans  had  been  cen- 
furcd  at  court  ;^  but  he  ftill  continued  to  aft  towards  them  with  his  ufual  feverity. 
Being  now  provoked  at  the  return  and  juftification  of  one  of  their  chiefs,  whom  he 
had  pronounced  guilty ;  he  determined  to  let  thefc  people  know,  that  neither  the 
favor  nor  honors  which  the  king  had  granted  to  mir  vais,  fhould  fcreen  him  from 
his  rcfe«tment,  who  knew  him  fo  much  better  than  he  was  known  at  thc  Persian 
court.  With  this  view,  he  refolved  by  fome  fignal  aft  to  humble  them  all  at  one 
and  the  fame  time  ;  and  hurried  by  the  impetuofity  of  his  temper,  he  chofe  the  moft 
dangerous  method  he  could  have  thought  of;  judging  it  thebeft  adapted  to  his  pur- 
pofe,  of  making  them  feel  the  full  extent  of  his  power. 

.  Mir  vais  had  a  daughter,  who  was  efteemed  the  moft  beautiful  lady  in  the  pro- 
vince.    Thc  khan  now  demanded  her  for  his  harram,  and  explained  himfelf  in 

fuch 

*  Athemat  DOWLliT.  In  PBRtic,  iKHTiMADOvLBT  figniiies  fuppoftcr  of  thc  power.  Thispoft 
IS  difFerem  frpm  that  of  the  vizir-azem,  or  grand  vizirs  in  turky,  ir.afmuch  as  the  latter  beiDg  gene- 
ral iflimo's  of  the  armies,  their  dignity  anfwers  to  that  of  lieutenant-general  of  the  empire. 

<  Kh  AL  A  ET  fignilies  perfed  or  accomplished  ;  a  robe  of  honor  which  is  given  by  the  king^s  orders ;  it  ia 
alfo  ufed  for  arms,  horfes,  or  thc  like  prefent  from  a  fupcrior,  Thc  turu  call  this  caftan,  and  the 
iL«  f  s  1 A  Ki  liavc  the  iame  word  for  a  common  coat. 
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fuch  terms,  as  (hewed  he  was  decerminQd  to  be  obeyed.  This  aft  of  tyranny  was  1708. 
more  than  mir  vAts  expefted,  but  his  mind  being  already  full  of  his  favorite  de- 
fign,  he  made  a  proper  uie  of  it,  to  found  chedifpofition  of  the  Afghans.  He  ac- 
quainted the  principal  men  among  them,  with  his  cafe,  and  by  them  it  was  foon 
Communicated  to  others.  Thofe  people  have  an  utter  averfion  againft  marrying 
their  daughters  to  (Irangers  :  but  to  give  away  as  a  (lave,  the  child  of  one  of  the 
moft  powerful  of  their  chiefs,  of  a  perfbn  who  was  a  prince  by  his  birth,  to  a  man 
of  a  different  {tct^  was  to  them  the  greatcft  mark  of  ignominy.  There  was  no 
time  to  lofe:  the  khan  prefled  the  execution  of  his  orders,  and  they  were  reduced 
to  the  alternative  of  either  complying  with  his  will,  or  refolving  to  oppofe  it;  they 
accordingly  determined  upon  the  latter.  Some  of  the  warme(l  and  moft  zealous  of 
the  tribe  aflembled  ftcretly  in  mir  vais's  tent,  and  one  of  them  is  recorded  to  have 
made  a  fpeech  to  this  effcdl : 

*«^  O  MIR  vAisl  thy  countrymen  thus  cry. to  thee  with  one^  common  voice: 
**  judge  from  thy  own  (ituation,  to  what  a  miferable  ftatc  we  arc  reduced.  We  no 
^^  longer  reckon  among  our  misfortunes,  the  tyrannical  taxes  with  which  we  are 
*'  loaded  •,  no  longer  do  we  weep  to  fee  our  paternal  inheritances  wreftcd  from  us 
"  by  a  power  that  does  not  even  feek  to  palliate  its  iniquities  under  the  veil  of  laws. 
"  Thcfe  calamities,  which  would  create  the  moft  fenfible  afflidion  to  other  na- 
**  tions,  afFeft  us  no  longer.  The  lofs  of  property  is  fupportable,  becaufe  it  may 
•*  be  repaired  ;  but  there  is  no  repairing  the  lofs  of  honor.  Recoiled^  the  odious 
«*  contempt  with  which  we  are  treated,  by  people  who  are  indebted  to  our  pufiUa- 
••  nimity  for  the  authority  with  which  they  lord  it  over  us.  Does  not  this  vile 
**  treatment^  which  will  render  us  the  difgrace  of  mankind,  excite  thy  courage  ? 
«•  Shall  we  Remind  thee  of  thofe  afts  of  violence,  the  very  thought  of  which  covers 
<•  us  with  ifnfamy  ?  Neither  innocence,  nor  the  facred  matrimonial  bands,  are 
««  longer  any  barriers  againft  the  unbridled  licentioufnefs  of  our  barbarous  mafters. 
*«  Thou  knoweft  it  well :  thou,  O  mir  vais  !  whofe  birth  and  valour  have  raifed 
«^  thee  fo  far  above  the  common  level  *,  haft  not  (hou  fuflfered  fuch  treatment,  as 
<'  none  but  (laves  can  think  of  without  indignation  ?  What  fatality  holds  thy  arm? 
•*  Doft  thou  wait  for  fre(h  infults,  .frelh  outrages  ?  Doft  thou  wait  till  the  tyrant 
*^  makes  thee  ftoop,  a  fecond  time,  under  the  ignominious  weight  of  chains  ^  ?  Or 
««  wilt  thou  invoke  his  guards  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  our  (hame,  by  ravi(hing 
"  from  the  arms  of  thy  wife,  the  young  princefs  whom  he  demaads  of  thee  5  not  to 
**  indulge  his  amorous  de(ires  with  her,  but  to  glut  his  hatred  of  thee.  If  valour 
**  does  not  fupport  us  to  oppofe  this  tyranny,  defpair  will  dire6l  our  blows  like 
*^  thunder-bolts  from  heaven.  Let  us  retire  into  the  mountains  i  and  if  we  muft 
**  pcri(h,  let  us  at  leaft  wipe  oflFthe  ftain  of  infamy.*' 

Mir  vais  liftened  without  any  feeming  emotion,  and  the  whole  a(rembly.having 
fixed  their  eyes  on  him,  waited  with  impatience  to  hear  what  reply  he  would 
make ;  when,  raifing  his  voice,  he  fpoke  to  this  efi^eft :  "  I  thank  the  Supreme, 
*'  for  the  generous  fentiments  with  which  he  has  infpired  your  breafts.  The  intereft 
'*  of  the  nation  calls  on  us  aloud  to  be  of  one  common  opinion,  but  there  are  many 
'^  ways  to  attain  the  fame  end  :  let  our  greateft  dependance  be  on  our  courage  and 

•'  fagacity 

'  He  IS  faid  to  have  been  fe5»t  to  Isfahan  in  irons. 


iia  THE    REIGK    OF  PtrtlT. 

1708.  «^  fagpdty.  The  ferpent  that  lies  awake,  will  orepcome  the  Ikm  whtn  he  falls 
^^  afleep :  let  us  conceal  our  Asords  in  beds  of  rofcs  \  and  if  you  think  highly 
^^  enough  of  me,  to  leave  the  revenge  of  your  caufc  to  my  care»  this  gkMFious  defign 
♦<  muft  be  kept  an  inviolable  fecret. 

Thb  AFGHANS  anfwcfed  with  agcneral  applaufe,  and  all  promiied  the  moti  fub- 
miffive  obedience,  -and  the  ftrifteft  fecrecy.  **  They  fwore  to  fuffer  their  wiyes  to 
**  be  torn  from  them,  and  their  flavcs  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  if  they  did  not  perform 
"  their  engagements ;  and  this  they  alfo  confirmed  upon  bread,  fait,  their  fabres, 
*•  and  the  khoran  *.** 

Wb  all  know,  that  it  is  the  cuftom  of  the  eaft,  for  women  of  condition,  or  even 
thofe  Vfrho  are  flaves  to  perfons  of  any  rank,  never  to  ftir  from  a  certain  inclofure  », 
which  none  but  the  mailer  is  permitted  to  enter.  Young  women  remain  there,  till 
they  are  married,  and  confequently  are  never  feen  by  ftrangcrs.  Mir  vais  now 
made  his  ufe  of  this  circumftance :  as  foon  as  the  aflembly  broke  up,  he  fent  for  a' 
girl  who  was  young  and  handfome,  and  inftruding  her  in  the  part  flie  was  to  aft, 
he  ordered  her  to  1^  magnificently  dreffed,  and  conduced  as  his  daughter  to  gur* 
CHIN  KHAN.  After  giving  this  deceitful  teftimony  of  his  obedience  to  the  governor; 
he  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  court  the  acquaintance  of  his  favourites,  and  even  of  his 
domeftics,  whom  he  gained  by  bribes  ^nd  fair  promifes !  infomuch  that  they  all 
agreed  to  ufe  their  endeavours  to  reconcile  their  mafter  to  him. 

GuRGHiN  KHAN  knew  that  mir  vais  had  juftified  himfelf  before  the  divan,  and 
that  the  king  had  honored  him  with  the  khalaet  :  thefe  circumftances,  which  at 
.  firft  excited  his  anger,  now  prejudiced  him  in  his  favor;  apprehending  that  he  hsrd 
no  defign  to  create  any  occaflon  of  fre(h  alarms.  The  folicitations  of  his  creatures 
and  domeftics  fo  far  foftened  his  refentment,  that  mir  vais  had  leave  to  appear  ill 
his  prcfence.  This  artful  Afghan  was  now  to  give  a  mafter  proof  of  his  dangerous  abi- 
lities. He  pretended  fo  much  refpeft  and  fubmiflion  at  this  interview,  that  the  khan 
flattered  himfelf  with  having  abfolutely  humbled  the  moft  powerful  of  his  enemies. 

Mir  vais  did  not  ftop  there:  for  not  fatisfied  with  being  thus  reconciled  in  ap- 
pearance to  a  man  whofe  deftruftion  he  had  vowed,  he  ufed  all  his  endeavours  to 
gain  his  confidence  and  friendlhip.  He  was  oftener  feen  at  the  governor's  levee, 
than  in  his  own  habitation :  he  no  longer  importuned  him  with  representations  of 
the  grievances  of  the  nation  :  he  feemed  to  have  forgotten  all  paft  injuries,  and  to 
employ  his  time  entirely  in  courting  his  favour.  Such  a  behaviour,  joined  to  the 
great  authority  he  had  among  his  countrymen,  with  an  eafy  addrefs,  won  the  heart 
of  ouRGHiN  khan,  fo  that  he  reckoned  him  among  the  number  of  his  intimate 
friends. 

As  ibon  as  mir  vais  faw  his  bufinefs  brought  thus  far,  he  thought  it  a  proper 
time  to  put  the  finilhing  ftroke  to  his  work.  We  have  already  mentioned,  that 
excepting  the  garrifon  of  kandahar,  there  were  no  other  troops  in  the  province 

but 

*  A  cuftom  wliich  is  very  iigniiicative,  ai  it  may  be  prefumcd  to  include  their  temporal  as  well  as  cter- 
sal  life.  ^  The  harram. 
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but  GSOROiANS»  whom  the  khan  had  kept  near  his  perfbn.  And  tho'  thefe  did  jyoS. 
not  amount  to  one  thoufand  men»  yet  as  they  were  the  beft  troops  in  the  eaft,  they 
were  an  invincible  obftacle  to  an  open  execution  of  mir  vais's  defign.  This  wary 
AJHGAN,  fertile  in  ftratagems,  had  fecretly  engaged  the  chiefs  of  the  tirins,  who 
are  one  of  the  tribes^  to  refufe  to  pay  the  ufual  taxes;  the  khan  was  no  fooner  in- 
formed of  this  rebellion,  than  he  ordered  the  greateft  part  of  the  Georgians  to 
inarch  that  way  in  order  to  fupprefs  it. 

In  the  mean  while  mir  vais  had  directed  his  tribe  to  approach  within  two  or  three  1709. 
leagues  of  kandahar  :  and  as  foon  as  he  heard  that  gurghin  khan  had  ordered 
troops  to  march  againft  the  tirins,  he  exprefled  the  higheft  refcntment  of  the  mutiny 
of  thofe  people ;  fo  far  from  excufing  them,  he  enlarged  upon  the  puniQiment  which 
they  dcfervcd.  This  artful  behaviour  fo  totally  defeated  the  warinefs  of  the  gover- 
nor»  that  he  made  no  difficulty  to  accept  of  an  entertainment,  to  which  mir  vam 
had  invited  him,  under  a  pretence  of  reconciling  to  his  favour  two  leading  men  of 
his  nation,  who  had  not  as  yet  appeared  in  hisprefence.  On  the  day  appointed  for 
the  fcaft,  MIR  VAIS  had  every  thing  ready  for  the  execution  of  his  defign.  It  was 
cuftomary  to  admit  into  the  town  a  certain  number  of  Afghans,  who  were  em- 
ployed by  the  garrifon  and  townfmen  in  laborious  offices :  that  day  mir  vais  caufed 
as  many  armed  men,  as  might  pafs  unobferved,  to  enter  the  town  along  with  thefe 
labourers,  and  gave  them  orders  by  all  means  to  elude  the  prohibition  which  they 
were  under,  of  (laying  in  town  after  fun-fet,  which  was  the  time  of  (hutting  the 
gates.  He  left  nothing  untried  that  was  capable  of  confirming  the  refolution  of 
the  confpirators  -,  and  having  taken  every  other  meafure  that  his  prudence  fuggefted 
to  him,  he  waited,  not  with  the  anxious  fears  that  attend  plots,  but  with  the  fan- 
guine  hopes,  to  fee  the  fpeedy  iffue  of  his  undertaking. 

The  governor  fet  out  from  kandahar  in  the  morning,  and  arrived  at  thecamp^> 
which  was  defignedly  pitched  near  one  of^  his  country  houfes.  TJierc  he  was  re- 
ceived with  the  greatefi  demonftrations  of  joy  and  refpeft.  Soon  after  a  fumptuous 
repaft  was  ferved  up :  the  plenty  of  wine,  together  with  the  heat  of  the  day,  having 
overcome  the  governor,  he  fell  afleep  in  the  tent  where  the  entertainment  was  given ; 
while  the  officers  and  domcftics  of  his  retinue,  took  their  reft  in  the  tents  of  the 
AFGHANS,  who  had  invited  them  thither,  to  partake  of  the  feaft.  No  fooner  were 
thefe  unfufpefting  guefts  at  reft,  than  mir  vais  at  the  head  of  fifty  men  armed 
with  fpears,  rufhed  into  the  tent  where  the  governor  was,  and  murdered  Him.  This 
had  been  appointed  as  a  fignal  to  the  other  confpirators,  who  immediately  maflacredi 
every  .PERSIAN  and  Georgian  they  could  find. 

When  this  treacherous  (laughter  was  over,  mir  vais  ordered  the  dead  bodies  to- 
ht  ftript,  and  their  arms,  cloaths,  and  horfes  to  be  diftributed  among  the  braveft  of 
his  tribe;  and  taking  to  himfelf  the  cloaths,  horfe  and  arnis  of  gurghin  khan,  he 
inarched  towards  kandahar,  in  the  fame  order  as  had  been  generally  obfervcd  by 
tfie  governor.     It  was  about  an  hour  after  fun-fet,  when  the  confpirators  arrived  at . 
the  gates  of  the  city.     The  guard,  deceived  by  thefe  falfe  appearances,  granted : 
them  admittance^  and  were  cut  in  pieces  before  they  were  fenfible  of  their  error. 
The  AFGHANS,  who  followed  at  a  fmall  diftance,  arrived  loon  afters  and  dividing . 

Vol- II.  CL  themr 
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1309^  themielvvs  into  differait  bodies,  ^lere  (boti  joitied  by  th€ir  eonhtrjrtMft,  %h»  hid 
been  adnnicml  that  morning  into  the  town )  put  of  them  tMrdi^  toWafd^  the  fev^- 
X%\  pofts»  and  part  adrancina  towards  the  head  quarters,  diey  rurprized  ^  gMti- 
fen,  already  weakened  by  the  detachment  of  the  oeoroians,  ind  made  theltl  mi 
eafy  pivy.  M»  tais  with  his  ufual  pcfence  of  mind,  now  cau(ed  a  prorlainationi 
eo  be  nude,  diat  tlie  townfmen  ihould  keep  within  doors,  where  they  would  ht  in* 
tirely  fafe.  By  this  piece  of  policy,  the  garrifon  b^ng  deprived  even  of  &ia  pi«e- 
carious  affiftance,  every  foldier  and  perfon  attached  to  the  kh  an,  were  in  a  very  few 
bourscuc  in  pieces* 


C    H    A    JP.      IV, 

Wik  VAis  ticonciles  bis  eonduSt  to  the  inhabitants  of  kandahar.  Pamous  retreat  rf 
the  GEOROiANS.  The  Persian  court  fends  deputies  tc  kandahar.  Defeat  of  tit 
KHANS  of  HZKAT  and  TAVKis.  Khosroff  KHAN  oHoins  a  viScry  over  the  a?*^ 
CHANS,  hut  is  at  length  defeated.     A  fourth  arwy  defeated.    Milt  vais  dks  iniyii 

^  ^i^S  of  KAhDAHAK, 

Ml R  VAIS  yet  depending  more  on  cunning  than  ftrength,  caufed  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  ro  be  fummoned  early  in  the  morning ;  and  after  having 
quieted  their  fcars  by  his  foft  and  obliging  behaviour,  he  protefted,  that  ambition 
had  no  (hare  in  his  undertaking;  and  that  his  only  aim  was  to  free  his  country 
ftxHii  the  yoke  under  which  it  had  fo  long  groaned.  Me  then  expatiated  upon  what 
the  AFGHANS  in  genera],  and  himieif  in  particular  had  fufltred  for  fome  years ;  and 
very  artfully  treating  the  interefts  of  the  aflembly  as  his  own,  he  thus  continued  : 
f^  You  ti\ij  judge  from  my  fentiments,  and  every  circumftanceof  my  condutft,  that 
**  my  defign  is  not  to  opprcfs,  but  to  free  you  from  flavery.  The  afcdans  wiii  ai- 
^  ways  eftdem  you  as  the  companions  of  their  paft  fervitude,  and  prefent  felicity. 
**  Eto  not  be  afriid  that  the  happinefe  We  are  now  going  to  enjoy,  will  ever  be  in- 
^*  titrnjpc^d.  The  tyr*At  ouitGHiN  khan  is  nd  more ;  he  was  the  onJy  man  among 
•*  the  paRsiANS  that  dcferved  the  naoifeof  a  fotdiei: :  can  you  imagine  tney  Will  evct 
^  &BLte  to  tindertake  what  the  emperor  of  india  have  attempted  in  vain,  tvith  mofe 
**  troops  tJ^an  there  are  ftones  in  our  walls  ?  •Tis  only  by  motion  that  water  is  puri- 
•*  ficd  5  an  enemy  fmmerfed  in  luictrry  is  far  from  being  formidable,  if  thcrt  are 
^  «iy  amongft  you  that  hkvc  not  tite  courage  to  enjoy  niis  precions  gift  of  liberty, 
«*  which  is  dropt  down  to  you  from  heivcn,  let  him  dicclArc  hhnfctf :  no  hartn-fhaA 
**  be  done  to  him ;  he  ihall  be  permitted  to  go  in  fearch  of  fome  new  tyrant  beyond 
«*'  tJie  frontier  of  this  happy  ftate."  The  inhabitants  not  ejqjeftihg  fuch  mild  propo,- 
iition^,  anlWerieid  wtth  lo^ud  praifes  and  acclamations.  They  all  Concurred  in  Offer- 
ing coexpcffe  thdr  livfc^  and  fortunes  in  ftpport  of  the  cominon  cadfe:  they  fwore 
eceiiial  fidelity  to  him,  and  begged  him  to  conrittne  his  labours  to  terminate  an  ttr*» 
ferprissd,  on  the  focccfs  of  Which  the  public  felilcity  depended. 

Mir  vais  now  ccmVeened  tTic  chief  men  of  his  trfbe :  he  made  them  fenfible,  that 

ki  fuch  conjondupes,  'URamiehiryis  e^Stotal  toMdty,  reprefenting  >¥hat  tbby  had  to 

5  hope 
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b^^  or  Jie^r^  fr^ii)  the  good  or  bad  uivitrftM^tiiig  in  wliicii  ti)ey  mi^t  hve  wUh  1 709. 
the  iph(^b4(ari9Ati  wd  aterjoiawg  authoricjr  to  perftftfton.  he  forbad  r hem  v>  give 
Ihe  Ifsaft  ogibncc  w  nMletfatioB  ta  eke  people,  Ia  cHrder  to  fecure  his  conqaeft,  he 
took  ev€ry  ftcp  ibat  pmid^sice  didated  ;  wkUft  iweeflSt jr  fupplicd  the  phce  of  expe- 
ficaM,-  Tlie  arrm  whkli  be  found  in  tht  town,  he  diftributcd  gmojig  the  braveft 
aad  beft  ^ii^ioned  qC  kus  meo  i  be  gafi^  €>n^P3  for  filHiTR  the  magaztaes ;  foi^  re- 
pairing the  fortifioaiiocis  ^  aad  putdi^  the  artillery  in  ocder.  Woncmen  Were  em- 
ployed flight  and  day>  in  makii>^  gun-powder  9nd  fire-arms  :  he  fent  me(Iengers  to 
the  different  heads  of  the  tribes,  mferming  them  of  his  fuccefs,  and  invitinjg  the^ 
to  conpe  and  join  hkn  wiiik  all  expedition. 

Thueie;  days  had  elapfed  fioce  the  governoF^s  death,  when  the  cencinels  ckferied 

£rofn  the  caoiparti  a  confiderable  bo4y  of  eavaJry;  this  was  the  detachment  of 

QEORQJANS^  who,  ignorant  of  what  bad  pa(&d  %  were  coming  to  the  city,  joade^ 

with  tl^fpoil  of  the  rebels.     As  tbeir  return  was  expetfted,  proper  orders  wec^ 

giv<^  fw  thwr  recepdon :  tbey  were  fuffered  to  advance  within  muH^et-fhot,  wheqi 

|he  eMmcm  of  the  to.wQ  wfs  difcbaiged  at  them.     They  immediately  qonjeAured 

%h%t  the  place  had  changed  m^Sbtv%^  and  faced  about.     Mir  vais,  ambicioua  q£ 

f  ftabU&ing  the  rcpucaifiion  of  his  arms,  marched  put  at  the  head  of  five  thou^n^ 

hQrfe>  iofiending  to  out  off  the  petreat  of  the  Georgians  ;  but  be  foon  perceived, 

«il4t  tW  b^  to  do  vi&h  troops  better  difcipHned,  and  more  inured  to  war,  than  ht$ 

AFGHANS.     The  GEORGI.AN&  quitting  their  booty,  forced  their  way  fword  in  hand, 

and  pafled  the  defile  of  zebil.     After  fighting  their  way  thro*  the  country  for  the 

fp4Ce  of  eight 'days,  with  an  a^i^ing  intrepidity,  they  marched  out  of  the  province. 

Wh^itth^y  fuitHTed  in  this  retreat,  through  want  of  provifions  and  forage,  as  well 

s^a  th^  f^quent' attacks  of  their  enemies,  is  hardly  credible.     T^ie  Afghans  madQ 

^ve  differci>t  attacks  upon  them  in  one  day,  and  notwiehftanding  the  great  fupe-, 

Fioriiy  of  tbek. numbers,  they  were  always  repulied ;  infomuch  that  they  loft  abpvt; 

two  ihou&nd  men  in.tbefe  different  engagements.     As  an  inftance  of  tt^e  refolutioi) 

of  the  ofoiu}  JANS,  it  is  .related,  that  they  fwam  their  horfes  over  a  confiderabk 

liiv^r,  within  three  leaguea  of  the  defile  of  zsBiL,,on  the  fide  of  kandahar  :  or^ 

of  them,  who  was  difiiiounted,  feeing  an  afgh  an  riding  towards  him  in  full  fpeed^. 

turned  back  to  meet.him,  and  holding  out  to  him,  with  one  hand,  his  faVe,  as  if 

he  intended  to  furrender,  with  the  other,  he  ihoc  him  thro*  the  head,  with  a  piftol ; 

then  leaping  upon  the  dead  man's  horfe,  he  plunged  into  the  river,  which  he  crof- 

fed  under  the  inceffant  fire  of  the  enemy,  who  were  amazed  at  his  refolution.     All 

the  advantage  that  mir  vais  reaped  from  this  expedition,  was  the  making  him* 

fcjf  mafter  of  the  defile  of  z^^il.    This  ftreight  is  on  the  fide  of  Persia,  what  ca- 

nyLia.towardsjNDiA,  and  thefe  are  the  only  paflis  through  the  mountains  with 

which  the  province  of  kandahar  is  furrounded.     The  afghak  chief,  who  had 

now  experienced,  that  valour  alone  is  not  fufficient  in  carrying  on  ^  war,  left  troops 

to  gyard  thefe  narrow  pafles,  and  applied  himfelf  to  difcipline  his  merf,  and  to  gain, 

the  other  towns  of  the  province;  in  hopes,  by  their  means,  together  with  the  al*. 

liances  of  hia^itctghbours,  to  wit^iftand  the  forces  that  might  be  fent  againft  him. 

0^2  In 

^*  All  tltt^F«ii»Ai9»  and  oiokoiAirs  in  the  town  having  b^en  mafTacred,  .^nd  the  fatai^s  or  A,f« 
OHMtft  of.^hftopea  ceimiry  ftTaaring  the  enterprize  j  it  is  eafy  to  reconcile  the  geohgians  being  ig^t^. 
rant  of  what  patted. 
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1709.  In  the  mean  time  the  Georgians  marched  back  into  Persia,  fpread  the  news 
of  this  revolt,  which  fooh  reached  Isfahan.  The  Persian  court  being  fenfiblfc  of 
the  difficulty  of  penetrating  through  the  mountains  with  an  army,  apprehended 
alfo  if  they  (hould  gain  any  advantage  over  the  Afghans,  thefe  people  would  be 
tempted  a  fecond  time  to  furrender  the  country  to  the  moghol.  New  levies  of 
troops  were  ordered ;  but  before  they  proceeded  to- open  force,  they  thought  pro- 
per to  try  the  ways  of  negotiation.  Mahommed  geani  khan  was  the  perfon 
chofenfor  this  deputation  ;  accordingly  he  fet  out  for  k  and  aha  r,  where  he  ufed 
every  art  that  the  love  of  his  country  fuggefted  to  him,  to  prevail  upon  the  rebd- 
chief  to  return  to  his  duty  j  and  from  his  particular  intimacy  with  mir  vais,  he 
addrefied  him  to  this  effcdt :  *•  My  friendfliip  for  thee  would  not  permit  me  to  fee 
<*  the  ftorm  gathering  over  thy  head,  withouo  endeavouring  to  avert  it.  I  have 
**  proftrated  myfelf  with  tears  in  my  eyes,  and  bitter  grief  in  my  foul,  at  thethre- 
V  ftiold  of  the  palace  of  their  fublime  majefties  %  who,  reluAant  to  punifli,  have 

.  *'  let  fall  the  arm  that  was  lifted  up  againft  thee  in  their  wrath ;  they  have  given 

**  me  leave  to  come  and  fpeak  to  thee:  I  am  commiffioned  to  tell  thee,  that  they 

.  .    **  are  offended  at  the  death  of  gurghin  khan  ;  yet  they  forgive  this  crime,  as  thou 

**  only  haft  anticipated  a  punilhment  which  their  juftice  was  preparing  for  him. 

*'  They  confider  what  is  fince  paft  only  as  a  neccffary  confequence  of  that  aAion  : 

.  *^  thus  the  ftorm  is  blown  over ;  do  not  therefore  excite  new  troubles,  but  rcftore 
*^  KANDAHAR  to  its  true  defenders  ;  and  by  this  mark  of  fubmiffion,  merit  the  fa* 
**  vours  with  which  the  crown  is  ready  to  diftinguifli  thee.** 

Mahommed  geani  khan,  continuing  his  fpeech,  added  menaces  to  promifes, 
when  MIR  VAIS,  who  was  afraid  left  this  difcourfe  (hould  make  fome  impreflion  on 

.  the  minds  of  the  hearers,  filenced  him  abruptly  in  thefe  terms:  «*  Deceitful  man, 
**  will  thefe  artful  fubtcrfuges  avail  ?  Doft  thou  imagine  that  wifdom  dwells  only  in 
^^  the  bofom  of  effeminacy,  and  hath  never  paffed  the  mountains  with  which  thefe 
**  ftates  are  furrounded^?  Know  then,  that  all  thofe  who  have  here  liftened  to  thee, 
**  are  as  fenfible,  as  myfelf,  of  the  fnares  in  which  thou  art  endeavouring  to  entan- 
*'  gle  us.  Let  thy  king  either  raife  or  let  fall  his  arm,  as  he  pleafcs ;  they  are 
«*  flaves,  and  not  muffulmen,  who  are  afraid  of  the  blow.     If  he  were  as  formidable, 

'••  as  thou  wouldft  make  us  believe,  it  is  with  deeds,  and  not  with  empty  words,  he 
"  would  oppofe  our  juftdcfigns."  Having  thus  fpoke,  mir  vais  ordered  the  de- 
puty to  be  fent  to  prifon  :  whether  he  thought  by  this  means  to  prevent  the  court 
Irom  receiving  intelligence,  and  to  gain  time  for  making  greater  preparations  :  or 
intended  by  this  aft  of  violence,  to  cut  off  all  hopes  of  reconciliation  with  the  Per- 
sians i  certain  it  is,  that  the  detention  of  mahommed  geani  khan,  and  the  exaft- 
ncfs  with  which  all  the  paffes  were  guarded,  hindered  the  court  from  being  informed 
of  what  had  paffed. 

The  minifters  being  uneafy  at  not  hearing  the  fuccefs  of  this  deputation,  refolved 
to  fend  a  fecond.  As  the  lieutenant  of  mahommed  khan,  governor  of  herat, 
had  performed  the  pilgrimage  to  mecca  in  company  with  mir  vais,  and  had  con^ 

traded 

*  For  his  majefty ;  the  oribiItal  way  of  exprefling  themfelves  as  a  mark  of  greater  refpe£l  to  their 
prince.  It  may  be  obferved^  that  the  germaiis  ufe  die  third  perfon  plural  even  to  private  perfons  in 
common  difcourfe. 
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traded  a  ftrift  frlendfliip  with' him ;  they  were  induced  to  imagine  that  fuch  a  per-  170V 
fon  would  be  Icfs  fufpefted,'  and  more  agreeable  to  him,  than  any  other.  The  new 
deputy  arrived,  and  explained  thefubjeft  of  his  commiffion :  but  mi'r  vAis'tdld  him 
in  an  angry  tone,  "  Thou  may  eft  thank  thy  good  fortune  In  being  myTejlow-tra- 
**  veller;  and  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  by  which  thou  art  intitled  in  my'houfe  to 
«'  bread  and  fait :  were  it  not  for  thcfe  circumftanccs,'  thou  fhouldft  be  no  longer 
**  in  a  condition  to  make  fuch  bafe  propofals  to  men  who  are  free;  Slave  to  a  king 
*«  who  is  going  to  lofc  his  royalty,  remember  what  I  tell  thee:  The  victory 
**  COMES  FROM  GoD,  AND  THIS  VICTORY  IS  NEAR*.  The  impure  wbrlhip  of  the 
*«  followers  of  ali,  has  too  long  infefted  the  moft  fertile  provinces  of  asia. 
**  Heaven  has  at  length  declared  againft  the  Persians:  the  Afghans,  who  arc 
*♦  charged  with  the  divine  vengeance,  will  not  (heath  their  fwords,  till  they  have 
**  dcftroyed  this  prince  and  extirpated  his  nation."  After  this  menacing  fpeech, 
which  feemed  in  fome  degree  prophetical «»,  mir  vais  contented  himfelf  with  de- 
taining the  deputy,  but  would  not  violate,  in  the  perfon  of  his  old  acquaintance 
and  friend,  thofe  laws  which  he  had  fo  little  rcfpeftcd  in  that  of  the  deputy  of  his 
fovcreign. 

The  court  perceiving  that  there  were  no  hopes  of  recovering  kandahar  by  ne-  171^. 
gotiation,  gave  orders  to  the  khan  of  her  at  to  march  againft  the  rebels,  at  the 
head  of  fifteen  thbufand  horfe.  Mir  vais  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  differ- 
ence between  the  Persians  and  Georgians,  went  to  meet  him  with  only  five 
thoufand  horfe,  which  he  had  aflembled,  upon  the  news  of  the  enemy's  approach. 
The  AFGHANS  having  fired  fome  field  pieces,  the  Persians  were  ftruck  with  a  pan- 
nic,  and  did  not  wait  for  the  firft  onfet,  but  flying  before  their  enemies,  gave  them- 
felves  up  to  flaughter.  After  a  grievous  carnage,  the  Afghans  returned  to  their 
camp,  enriched  with  fpoil.  This  aftion,  which  was  followed  by  two  or  three  others 
of  the  like  nature,  in  theTpace  of  eighteen  months,  gave  the  Afghans  fuch  a  con- 
tempt for  their  enemy;  that  they  attacked  them  upon  every  occafion,  without  re- 
garding their  numbers.  Of  this  there  was  a  melancholy  inftance  in  mahommed 
KHAN  governor  of  tavris.  This  general  by  the  king's  orders,  having  marched 
in  SEPTEMBER  this  year,  againft  the  rebels,  at  the  head  of  five  thoufand  horfc,'  met 
with  fuch  a  warm  reception  from  their  van-guard,  confifting  only  of  five  hundred 
AFGHAN  cavalry,  that  he  had  above  a  thoufand  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  was 
taken  prifoner  himfelf  with  three  of  his  fons. 

The  bad  fuccefs  of  thefe  expeditions,  induced  the  court  to  make  preparations 
for  the  war  with  more  order  and  precaution.  They  raifcd  a  confiderable  army, 
and  gave  the  command  of  i^  to  khosroff  khan  ^  a  Georgian.  *  This  was  a  very 
natural  piece  of  policy  ;  this  prince  being  entrufted  with  the  care  of  revenging  the 
caufe  of  his  countrymen,  as  well  as  that  of  his  fovereign,  marched  immediately  in 
the  month  of  November  into  khorasan,  and  from  thence  advancing  eaftward, 
he  pitched  his  tents  in  the  neighbourhood  of  farra  * ;  a  city  not  far  diftant  from 

the 

•  A  paffage  of  the  khoran.  ^  The  pbrsian  and  Turkish  writers,  who  are  the  original, recor- 

ders of  thefe  fafls,  muft  have  allowances  made  for  <iredulity  and  fupcrftition.  «  Thfs  word  is'gc- 

itcralLy  tranilated  lord  or  governor  ;  kai  in  the  antient  persic  fi^nifies  a  giant,  and  metaphorically  a 
king,  or  great  captain.  *  A  fqaare  town  about  half  a  league  in  circumfereni;^,  furrounded  with 

a  mud  waU.    It  fiandi  in  a  ferdte  coantty,  as^  is  Well  fupt}lied  with  water. 
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171  z.    the  enemy^s  country.    Valour  wixhout  prudence  does«ooc  merit  the  mzm^oi  Tircue 
.     in  a  general.    Khosroff  khan  rcfolved  to  wait  in  this  iietghbourfaoodt  in  ocdtu' 
to  be  iorormed  of  the  progrelc  and  forces  of  the  rebels.    Acou diogiy  he  aude  icu 
quirics  into  the  Hate  of  their  troops,  the  oatttrc  of  the  countryt  and  of  their  flropg 
holds }  and  facrificlng  his  private  refeotoieMs  to  the  public  good,  he  agreed  to  a. 
fufpenfionof  ar^ns,  and  entered  into  a  negoti»tioD,  but  no  method  cctuld  be  fowd 
to  prevent  theeifulion  of  blood.     The  kifig'^  arroy^  eooTiiliog  of  thirty  thouikfsd 
PERSIANS  and  twelve  hundred  oeo&gians,  moftly  cavalry,  advmured  ui^;ood  ocdei. 
towards  the  ilreight  of  Z191L  y  Crom  whence  part  of  thele  .G£aROjiA.KS  bad  aiade 
the  famous  retreat  ah-eady  meatiojaed.    The  number  of  the  Afghan  army  waa  iq^ 
ferior  to  that  of  their  enemy.    Mi&  vacs  did  not  judge  proper  to  cns^e  his  mra. 
difmount,  and  being  ienfihle  how  difficult  it  would  be  for  cavalry  to  ad  in  tbefe 
defiles,  he  refolved  to  quit  bis  poft»  and  retire  to  the  river  belism^,  abdut  thm* 
leagues  diftant,  and  there  difpujte  the  paijage. 

The  pbrsian.s^  furprizedto  find  the  pafib  ungua>dsd«  at  length  di(coircned  tfie 
enemy  on  the  oppbfite  banks  of  the  river  ^  and  took  a  favourable  opportunicjt  v> 
fwim  their  horfes  over.     The  Afghans  were  aflonifhed  at  the  rcfolution  of  their 
cnemy>  and  being  charged  with  intrepidity^  aaivc  way,  and  rewcd  in  difprder. 
'       The  GEORGIAN  prince  made  ^  proper  ufe  of  his  vidijory:  for  his  troops  were 
fcarce  returned  from  purfuing  the  enemy,  when  he  ordered  them  to  oiacch  focmrd 
and  invert  kandah ar.    The  ^rrifon  was  not  prepared  far  the  attac)c.    What  ad- . 
dcd  to  their  confiifion  was  the  abfence  of  Mia  vam,  whp  Isept  the  i|cld  wirh  the 
ihattered  remains  of  his  army.     Things  bciqg  thus  fitiiatcd*  they  fe'ni  denuiica  jfto 
KH09ROFF  KHAN,  with  propofals  ;to  dclivcr  up  the  pjaoe*  ooconditioq  that  he  woii^i 
prefcrve  their  lives,  their  liberty,  and  eftates. 

Tnisgeneral  had  it  now  in  his  power  with  a  Rnglc  word  to  terminate  this  de^ 
ftruAivewar  i  but  his  prudence  forfook  him.  Tranlported  by  hia  refentment,  aoid 
elate  with  his  fuccefs,  he  thought  it  beneath  his  dignicy  tograntacapituUtion  to 
rebels,  and  required  them  to  fubmit  at  difcretion.  Death  appearing  moce  elicihle 
than  flavery^  the  Afghans  would  not  liften  to  fo  dangerous  a propofal,  and  the 
KHAN  b^an  to  attack  the  town. 

In  the  mean  time  the  impreflions  of  fear  were  in  a  great  meafure  worn  out,  and* 
i  the  number  of  mir  vais's  troops  greatly  augmented.     There  is  a  large  country 

fouth  of  KANDAHAR^  which  modcrn  gcographcrs  diftinauiOi  h^  the  name  of  mac- 
KERAN  ;  it  is  bounded  by  kh£RMan  on  the  weft  ;  a  chain  of  .mountain!  hpt^mi^ 
it  towards  the  c;aft  from  the  aioghol's  empire,  and  the^reft.of  it  is  indofed  by  the. 
INDIAN  ocean.  Thea axquchzs,  a  fierce  and  warlike  people,  defcfnde4»  as  idrea4y 
mentioned,  from  the  af.ghans,  are  difperfed  throughout  thefe  deferft,  whkh  are 
reckoned  a  province  of  p.ersia.  Mxr  vais  had  fent  a  depuution  10  ihe^  pe^le, 
and  found  no  difficulty  in  perfuading  them  'to  engagf!  in  a  conftdoracy,  on  ihe  fuc- 
cefs  of  which  their  common  liberty  depended.  At  the  fame  time,  the  tirins  •  en- 
rolled themfelves  in  great  numbers  under  the  banners  of  mir  vais,  who  was  nqjfr 
grown  wifer  I?y  his  niiftakcs,  and  refolved  not  to  cxpofc  himfelf  ^ain, to  the  ha- 
zard 
"^'One t)f  the  tnbes  of  tbe^ci^iQis  alnady  mencioacd. 
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2ard  of  an  vnoqual  cocnb^.  Conning  and  ftratagem  which  had  Ij^eo  h  ^f«^  Ter-  xvii^ 
Viceable  to  him,  n^ere  now*  his  laft  refourCe ;  and  he  deceraiined  co  deprive  the 
enemy  of  forage  and  provifions.  "With  this  defign^  he  ordered,  his  ttooj^  to  lay 
wa^  the  country  about  kand^hah  ;  and  his  commands  were  (b  well  executed^ 
that  the  befi^gers  fooa  felt  the  inconveniency  of  wwt.  KhosroI'p  khan  bring 
now  y<ixed  to  the  heart  at  his  own  conduft  in  refufing  to  fign  the  capitulation^ 
was  obftinately  bent  upon  taking  the  town,  and  daily  renewed  his  attacks;  but  the 
garrifon  defended  themfelves  with  fuch  bravery,  that  the  ps&siAffs  tired  and  dif* 
heartened  by  the  fierce  reCflance  of  the  enemyi  and  labouring  under  a  want  of  all 
neccfiarics,  defertcd  iti  whole  troops.  The  khan  feeing  his  army  a  length  re* 
duced  to  ten  thoufand  men,  and-  not  knowing  how  to  find  fubfiftence  even  for 
thefe,  refolved  co  retire*  This  refolution  however  was  tiK>  late  1  for  he  had  iclrce 
raifed  the  fiege,  when  mxr  vais,  who  was  nfiarching  with  fixteen  thoufand  horfe  to 
the  relief  of  the  place,  fell  upon  the  Persian  troops,  who  fled  at  the  firft  onfet. 
Their  general  flrove  to  rally  them,  but  fear  had  ftifled  every  fenle  of  fubordint^ 
tion  *,  infomuch  that  finding  his  efforts  vain,  and  refolving  not  to  furvlve  the  dilr 
grace,  he  ruihed  at  the  head  of  the  few  remaining  gsorgians,  into  the  midft  of 
the  thickeft  fquadrons  of  the  afohans,  where  fighting  with  a  defperate  bravery; 
he  was  killed. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  prince,  whom  valour,  military  experience,  and  other 
virtues,  rendered  worthy  of  a  better  fate.  He  had  been  fucceffively  honoured  with 
thepofts  of  governor  of  Isfahan,  and  of  divan -bbghi  %  and  by  the  death  of  his 
father  was  juil  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  vali  of  pborgia,  when  the  king  named 
him  generaliflimo  of  his  armies.  He,  as  well  as  gurohin  khan  his  uncle,  had 
the  weaknefs  to  facrifice  his  religron  to  ambition ;  yet  in  his  heart  he  was  ftill  a 
chrifliian  •,  and  the  miflionaries  were  always  fure  to  receive  protection  and  ailiftance 
from  him  ;  even  in  this  expedition  two  of  thofe  religious  people  were  with  him,  one 
of  whom  was  killed  by  his  (ide.  It  feems  as  if  he  intended  to  return  to  the  religion 
of  his  anceftors,  yet  he  a£Fe<Sked  outwardly  to  pafs  for  a  mahommidan  j  from  whehcc 
we  may  fufpeft  the  report  of  his  carrying  a  crofs  in  his  ftandard. 

• 

This  was  the  mod:  confiderable  (hock  which  the  Persians  had  yet  fuftained  in 
their  war  with  the  afghans  j  for  of  their  whole  army,  only  feven  hundred  men 
efcaped  death  or  flavery :  fuch  was  their  diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions  and  forage, 
during  their  retreat  for  feveral  days,  through  rivers  and  defiles,  whilft  they  were 
ooniinuaUy  purfued  by  a  numerous  body  6f  frelh  cavalry. 

The  PERSIAN  court  was  greatly  aftoniftied  at  fo  important  a  lofs,  yet  neceflity 
feemed  to  diftate  frefii  efibrts.  Accordingly  another  army  was  raifed,  and  the  '7^3« 
command  given  to  mahommed  rustan  khan,  who  marched  againfl: ihe  rebels : 
but  whatever  valour  and  abilities  that  general  might  poffefs,  fortune  did  not  favour 
him  more  than  his  predeceflbr.  His  troops  were  beaten  and  put  to  flight ;  and 
after  this  engagement,  all  the  towns  and  ftrong-holds,  which  had  yet  held  out 
againft  the  new  government,  fubmitted  to  them,  and  the  whole  kingdom  of  kan- 
dahar  acknowledged  no  other  laws  than  thofe  of  the  Afghans. 

The 

*  DiYAN  BBCHi,  or  loid  of  die  coancH,  anfwert  to  oar  lordchief-juaic^* 
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1714.  The  OBORGiANis,  inccnfedat  fo  many  defeats,  which  they  imputed  to  the  cowar- 
dice and  inexperience  6f  the  PERSIAN  troops ;  made  an  ofl^rto  shah  hussein  of 
fubduifig  the  rebels,  on  condition  that  their  army  fhould  be  compofed  only  of 
troops  of  their  own  nation  ;  and  that  the  neccfiary  fums  for  dcfrajring  the  charges, 
of  this  expedition,  fhould  be  paid  at  a  certain  time:  but  this  weak  prince,  afraid 
of  their  making  a  bad  ufe  of  their  fuccefs,  rejefted  their  propofal.  The  defeat  of 
MAHOMMED  RusTAN  KHAN,  was  the  laft  remarkable  tranfadion  during  the  rciga 
of  MIR  vAis.  The  court  having  loft  all  hopes  of  reducing  him  by  open  forcc^ 
ceafed  to  arm  againft  him  ;  fb  that  this  prince  died  peaceably  in  his  new  kingdom 
in  1715. 

j^  -  It  may  be  faid  of  this  fanrwus  rebel,  that  he  was  as  circumfpeft  m  engaging  la 
^  ^*  any  cnterprize,  as  he  was  rcfolutc  in  carrying  it  into  execution  ^  that  his  fucceft 
was  owing  as  much  to  his  prudence  as  to  his  valour ;  and  if  he  did  not  fubvert 
the  throne  of  his  lawful  fovereign,  yet  he  gave  the  firft  blow  to  the  Persian  mo- 
narchy, and  formed  the  people,  by  whom  it  was  afterwards  fubverted.  He  had 
for  fome  time  afTumed  the  title  of  king,  and  ordered  that  the  khotbah  ■  fhould 
be  made  i^i  his  name,  and  arrogated  to  himlelf  the  other  enfigns  of  fovereignty. 
The  infcription  on  his  coin  was  a  Persian  diftich,  the  fenfe  of  which  is,  "  The 
**  celebrated  mir  vais,  emperor  of  the  world,  amoftjuft  prince,  has  caufcd  this^ 
*•  coin  to  be  ftruck  at  kandahar,  the  place  of  his  refidence. 

*  A  prayer  read  by  the  i  man  or  prieft  of  all  mofques  every  prida  y  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  health 
of  the  king  j^aod  this  J»  an  eflipntial  mark  of  the  acknowledgment  of  his  fovcreignqc 
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THE 

Revolutions   of  PERSIA, 

FROM    THE 
DEATH   OF    MIR   VAIS   IN    I/ISf 

TO   THE 

Retreat  of  prince  VACHTANGA  prom  th< 
frontiers  of  daghestan  in  1720* 

CHAP    I. 

Mir  abdallah  brother  of  Mitt  tais  fucceeds  to  the  government  of  the  AFCfiANs; 
Mir  maohmud,  fon  of  mik  vais,  murders  his  unck^  and  is  chofen  king.  The  ab- 
DOLLEES  dijfati^d.  Ezadallah  makes  himfelf  mafter  of  hzkat.  Hoftilities  ef 
the  KOURDs,  and  ousbegs.  Charaffer  of  the  lesgess,  and  their  motives  to  invade 
PERSIA.  Sejfie  KOVhi  mHA^  appointed  general^  beat  by  the  abdollees.  The 
MASCATsfeizi  BAH  ARAiN,  LuFT  ALi  KHAM  defeats  the  rebels.  A  cabal  at  court 
difgraces  the  general  and  caufes  the  eyes  of  the  athemat  poulbt  to  be  plucked  out. 

TH  E  weaknefs  of  the  Persian  court  feemed  to  devote  the  empire  to  ruin  %  jji^l 
inftead  of  making  a  proper  ufe  of  the  death  of  mir  vai^,  shah  HussEm 
was  difpofed  rather  to  quit  all  pretenfions  to  kandahar,  than  to  bear  any 
longer  the  inquietude  that  attended  all  attempts  to  reduce  this  province.  The 
only  emotions  which  he  feemed  to  feel  on  this  oecafion,  arofe  from  the  apprehen- 
lion  he  was  under  that  the  divan  would  oblige  him  to  make  frefh  preparations 
againfl  the  rebeh. 

Mir  vais  left  two  fons;  the  rights  of  nature  and  gratitude  pleaded  in  favour 

"of  one  or  other  of  them  \  but  as  their  tender  years  rendered  them  incapable  of  hold-^ 

Y(^L.  II.  R  ing 
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1715*  ingthe  reins  of  a  government  hardly  fettled>  mir  abdallah^  whom  mir  vais, 
his  brother,  had  appointed  his  fucccflbr,  was  raifcd  to  the  throne.  This  prince  dif- 
fered entirely  from  his  predeceflbr:  he  had  neither  his  genius,  ambition,  nor  reiblu* 
tion:  a  timid  circumipe6tion,  difguifed  under  the  name  of  prudence,  conftituted 
the  principal  part  of  his  charafter.  He  foon  convinced  the  Afghans  that  he  was 
not  born  to  fupply  the  place  of  fuch  a  man  as  mir  vais,  for  he  was  fcarce  in- 
verted with  the  fuprcme  authority,  when  he  &rfned  a  refolution  of  reftoring  kan- 
DAHAR  to  the  crown  of  per  si  a.  This  f^heme  being  communicated  to  the  tribe, 
they  were  divided  in  their  opinions.  Thofe  of  a  timorous  and  peaceable  diipofitiott, 
and  fuch  as  through  age  and  infirmities,  had  lefs  refolution  than  caution,  defpaired 
of  being  able  to  hold  out  long  againft  fo  formidable  a  power  as  Persia.  They 
compared  their  forces  with  the  great  armies  o£<  this  monarchy,  and  looking  upon 
themfelves  as  already  fubdued,  judged  of  the  feverity  of  their  punifhment  by  the 
damage  they  had  done  to  their  enemies.  Thus  they  longed  for  a  reconciliation, 
which  they  confidered  as  the  only  means  of  fcreening  themfelves  from  the  refcnt- 
ment  of  their  ancient  matters. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  military-men,  and  thofe  whoie  youthful  blood  moved 

brilker  in  their  veins,  exclaimed  againft  a  project,  the  execution  of  which  they  con-. 

eluded  would  plunge  the  whole  nation  into  the  extremeft  calamities,  as  they  could 

no  longer  depend  on  .any  treaties  with  the  Persians  ;  who  would  no  fooner  take 

pofleifion  of  the  ftrong  holds  of  the  kingdom,  than  without  regarding  the  articles 

of  peace,  the  obfervance  of  which  themfelves  fhould  not  be  able  to  enforce,  would 

take  fignal  vengeance  for  the  infamy  of  fo  many  defeats.     *•  And  what,**  faid  they, 

*•  ihould  induce  us  to  fubmit  again  to  be  fhackled,  after  having  fo  bravely  reco- 

*•  vered  our  liberty  ?   What  difgrace  have  we  fihce  fuffered;  or  what  advantages 

•*  have  the  enemy  had  over  us  ?  Arc  we  diiheartened  by  our  vi«5lories  ?  Have  we 

**  not  the  fjime  arm  and  the  fame  head  ?  Or  have  we  ihaken  off  fo  odious  a  yoke* 

'*'  only  to  fubmit  our  necks  to  it  again,  at  a  time  when  our  courage  might  fecure 

*•♦  our  liberty  ?  Let  us  rather  boldly  advance  and  attack  our  enemy  on  their  own 

"  frontiers,  fince  they  no  longer  dare  to  carry  on  the  war  in  our 'country  :  or 

•  •*  if  you  are  afraid  of  this  attempt  tho*  the  fuccefs  is  far  from  being  dubious,  per- 

.*•  mit  us  at  leaft  to  enjoy  a  tranquillity,  which  the  terror  of  our  arms  has  hin- 

-•'  dcred  them  fo  long  from  interrupting."     The  laft  opinion  was  evidently  the 

mod  noble,  as  well  as  reafonable.     In  the  low  ftate  to  which  Persia  was  fallen, 

there  was  no  juft  grounds  for  hurrying  the  Afghans  to  a  fubmifllon  -,  and  if  they. 

muft  abfoluteJy  fubmit  to  a  matter,  it  would  have  been  more  prudent  to  have 

chofen  the  moghol,  whofe  intereft  it  would  have  been  to  ufethem  well;  than -a 

nation  whom  they  had  fo  grievoufly  offended. 

Ml  R  abd  ALL  AH  however  had  taken  his  refolution,  and  finding  it  approved  by 
fome  of  the  chief  men  of  the  tribes,  he  bent  his  thoughts  upon  putdng  it  in  exe- 
cution. His  intention  was  to  reftore  the. city  and  the  province  to  the  crown. of 
PERSIA  on  three  conditions:  the  firft,  that  the  annual  tribute,  which  they  paid 
before  the  revjolt,  fhould  be  taken  off;  the  fecond,  that  no  foreign  troops  Ihould 
be  fcnt  into  the  province;  and  the  third,  that  hussein  fhould  grant  him  the  go- 
Ytrnnicnt  of  the  kingdom,  which  fhould  be  hereditary  in  his  famiJy*,   In  confer 

quence 
I 
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quence  of  this  refblution,  they  drew  up  the  inftruflions  of  the  deputies,  whom  they  17^5. 
intended  to  fend  to  Isfahan  5  and  as  there  was  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  their  pro- 
pofals  would  be  extremely  welcome,  every  thing  feemed  to  fecure  an  approaching 
peace,  when  an  accident  happened  which  broke  their  meafures.  Though  they  en- 
deavoured to  conceal  this  intended  negotiation,  which  they  knew  was  difagreeablc 
to  the  greatefl  part  of  the  tribes;  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of  mirmaghmud, 
one  of  MIR  VAis's  fons.  This  prince,  who  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  being 
provoked  to  fee  himfelf  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  fubjeft,  in  a  kingdom  whicli 
he  looked  upon  as  his  patrimony,  had  hitherto  diffembled  his  refentment ;  but  the 
averfion  which  the  military  part  of  the  nation  had  to  this  treaty,  made  him  think 
this  a  favourable  opportunity  to  gratify  his  revenge.  With  this  view  he  aflembled 
about  forty  of  his  father's  friends,  who  went  with  him  to  Mra  abdallah's  palace, 
and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  it.  The  young  maghmud,  as  a  fpecimen  of  that 
flaughter  to  which  he  afterwards  familiarized  himfelf,  entered  the  apartment  where 
his  uncle  was  afleep,  and  killed  him.  Immediately  the  forty  confpirators  proclaim- 
ed the  new  fultan  with  loud  acclamations,  and  the  people,  alarmed  at  the  found 
.of  drums  and  other  military  inftruments,  with  which  the  palace  echoed,  flocked 
thither  to  learn  the  caufe  of  it. 

Mir  maghmud  feeing  the  people  aflembled,  made  no  fcruple  to  acknowledge 
the  parricide  which  he  had  juft  committed ;  but  at  the  fame  time  excufed  himfelf, 
by  declaring  his  motive  was  the  public  good  ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  he  read  with  a 
loud  voice  the  inftruftions  and  other  papers  relating  to  the  treaty  which  his  uncle 
was  on  the  point  of  concluding  with  the  court  of  persia.  This  defign,  as  already 
mentioned,  was  odious  to  the  greateft  part  of  the  nation:  befides,  maghmud  was 
fon  to  the  founder  of  their  monarchy;  and  having  been  accuftomed  almoft  from 
his  infancy  to  follow  his  father  in  all  his  expeditions,  had  on  every  occafion  given 
fignal  proofs  of  his  courage.  Thefe  circumftances  determined  the  people  in  his 
favour.  The  military  men  were  the  firft  who  declared  for  him  -,  and  their  fufTrages 
having  been  confirmed  by  the  reft  of  the  tribes ;  he  was  with  the  general  confcnt  pro- 
claimed king  of  KANDAHAR,  fix  months  after  the  death  of  mir  vais. 

This  young  prince  had  fcarce  afcended  the  throne,  when  feveral  events  happen- 
ed which  feemed  to  prefage  the  troubles  and  defolation  which  his  reign  was  to 
produce ;  at  the  fame  time  they  removed  a  part  of  thofe  obftaclcs  which  flood  in 
the  way  of  his  ambition.  The  family,  to  whom  abas  the  great  had  given  the  171% 
government,  of  hasarai,  being*  extinft,  the  kings  hisfucceflbrs  had  fubjcded  this 
province  to  the  authority  of  a  khan  or  governor,  who,  in  their  name,  commanded 
in  the  province  of  herat.  The  abdollees,  who,  it  has  been  already  obferved, 
fubmitted  to  Persia  on  condition  of  not  being  fubjeft  to  foreign  governors,  were 
very  impatient  under  their  yoke,  when  the  circumftances  of  the  times  determined 
them  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Afghans  of  kandahar.  '1  he  abdollees 
are  a  wandering  nation,  and  like  the  Afghans  divided  into  particular  tribes.  Ma- 
hommed  zamon  khan,  then  governor  of  the  province,  pleafcd  with  the  agreeable 
countenance  of  EZ  AD  ALLAH,  fon  to  a  chief  of  one  of  theie  tribes,  demanded  him 
of  the  father.  '  Allured  by  the  advantages  which  he  expeded,  the  unnatural  parent 
ufed  all  his  perfuafion  to  engage  his  fon  to  live  with  the  khan.     The  young  man 

K  z  hearcl 
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X717.  heard  the  propofal  with  ind'^nation>  infgmuch  that  the  father  determmed  to  ufe 
his  authority.     This  induced  ezadallah,  in  conjundion  with  fome  young  men 
of  his  acquaintance  to  kill  his  father^  and  caufed  himkli  io  be  acknowledged  chief, 
of  the  tribe  in  his  dead. 

Mahommed  zamon  rh  an  was  Ibon  informed  of  this  adion  ;  and  determined  to  - 
puniQi  the  delinquent,  not  only  as  a  parricide,  but  left  fo  bold  a  ftep  fliootd  be 
followed  by  an  infurreftion.     The  khan  accordingly  ordered  five  hundred  horfe 
to  march  againft  ezadallah's  party,  who  boldly  met  them,  and  routed  the  per-  . 
SI  an  troops.     The  governor,  (hocked  at  this  difgrace,  aflembled  his  troops  at  he- 
HAT,  the  capital  of  the  province ;  and  not  chufing  to  truft  the  execution  of  an  . 
affair  of  this  importance  to  any  other  peribn,.he  tocJc  the  command  of  them  him- 
ielf,  and  marched  towards  the  camp  of  the  rebels.     Ezadallah,  now  at  the  head 
of  two  thoufand  men,  went  to  meet  the  Persians  :  he  divided  his  troops  into  two 
bodies ;  one  he  ordered  to  lie  in  ambufli,  and  with  the  other  he  waited  for  the 
enemy  on  the  banks  of  the  river  morga  *.     At  length  the  Persian  army  appear- 
ed ;  and  the  khan  feeing  fo  fmall  a  number  of  the  abdollbes,  confident  of  vic- 
tory, charged  the  enemy  without  precaution;  when  the  troops  that  lay  in  ambufk 
iallied  forth  with  loud  ihouts,  which  furprized  and  terrified  the  Persians,  info-^ 
much  that  they  turned  their  backs»   and  fled  with  the  utmoft  precipitation  to 

HERAT. 

The  young  ezadallah,  tranfported  by  his  youth  and  courage,  followed  the^ 
enemy  fo  clofe,  that  he  entered  with  them  into  the  town.     The  inhabitants  had 
formerly  been  of  the  feft  of  the  sunn  »;  fcveral  had  ftill  prcferved  their  ancient 
religion ;  and  there  were  fome  families  defcended  from  the  ancient  kings  of  the 
country.     Thefe  cirSumftances,   together  with   the  lenity  with  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  KANDAHAR  had  been  treated  by  mir  vais,  and  the  tyrannical  extortion  of 
Hussein's  governors,  induced  the  people  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  abdollees^ 
infomuch  that  having  joined  with  them  in  putting  the  garriibn  to  the  fword,  the 
city  was  delivered  from  the  Persian  yoke.     This  revolution  happened  in  t^e  year 
1717.     Ezadallah  in  lefs  than  three  months  got  pofleflion  of  the  other  ftrong  . 
places  in  the  province,  if^hofe  fidelity  had  been  ihaken  by  the  example  of  the  capi- 
tal; and  HERAT  became  an  independent  republic,  in  which  its  deliverer  hekl  the 
aioft  confiderable  rank. 

ijtg.      This  year,  the  kourds,  a  reftlefs  roving  people,  fituated  weft  of  iracagemi  \ 

*  appeared  in  arms  at  the  gates  of  hamadan,  and  wafted  the  country  round  that 

city.     They  alfo  carried  their  infolence  fo  far,  as  to  commit  robberies  under  the 

walls  of  ISFAHAN,  w here  they  took  away  a  number  of  horfes  belonging  to  the 

king. 

These 

# 
•  Di  l'isli  caHs  the  river  near  herat,  TERr.  *  This  is  part  of  Ac  country  of  the  andcjat 

FARTHiAHt.    Agem  figiufies  barbaioos  or  flranger,  with  regard  to  the  arabs. 
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These  hoftilitics,  and  the  revolt  of  aeraT,  were  not  the  only  incidents  tha^  1719. 
alarmed  the  coort.     The  ousbegs*,  whom  their  vicinity  to  persia  renders  ene- 
mies to  that  crown,  taking  advantage  of  thefe  circumftaoces,  carried  terror  and  de- 
folation  into  the  northern  part  of  the  vaft  province  of  khorassan.  '  At  the  fame 
time,  new  troubles  arofc  on  the  weftem  fhorcs  of  the  Caspian  sea. 

The  province  of  daChestan  ^  inhabited  by  the  lesgee  tartars,  are  mahom- 
hedans''  of  the  feft  of  the  sunnis.  Their  inclination  to  pliinder,  jqined  to  their 
hatred  of  the  Persians,  have  induced  them  often  to  infeft  the  neighbouring  pro- 
vinces. Abas  II.  upon  his  acceflion  to  the  crown,  came  to  an  accommodation 
with  them,  and  promifed  to  pay  feventeen  hundred  tomans'  annually,  by  way  of 
fubfidy,  a  certain  fum  to  each  tribe;  which  engaged  to  fend  every  year  an  ambaf« 
fador  to  the  king,  with  a  prefent  of  two  calves  Ikins,  and  two  lambs  (kins  ;  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  his  fovereignty.  A  peace  being  thus,  concluded,  it  was  the  in- 
tereft  of  theLEsoEES  to  obfcrve  it  inviolate,  fo  long  as  the  fubfidies  were  paid 
them  i  but  the  money,  appointed  for  that  ufe,  having  for  feveral  years  been  ap- 
plied to  other  purpofes,  by  the  avaricious  minifters  of  hussein,  tlfcfe  people  had  ' 
recourfe  again  to  arms;  and  renewed  their  incurfions. 

Shah  hussein  was  aftonifliedto  fee  fo  many  provinces  declare againft  him.  The 
ABDOLLEEs  and  ousbegs  having  entered  into  a  confederacy,  appeared  to  be  the 
tnoft  formidable  of  his  enemies :  he  refolved  therefore  to  make  an  extraordinary  ef- 
fort againft  them  ;  and  having  deliberated  fomc  time  on  the  choice  of  a  general,  he 
chofe  SEFFiE  KOuLi  KHAN.  This  noblcman  had  fome  years  held  the  poft  of  divan* 
beghi  •  of  ISFAHAN  •,  but  difcovcring,  that  the  king  was  fo  far  prejudiced  by  his 
enemies,  as  to  look  upon  the  reftitude  with  which  he  difcharged  bis  office,  as  an  cx- 
ccffive  fevcrity,  he  voluntarily  refigned  it,  and  withdrew  from  court. 

Seffie  KOULI  KHAN  was  now  fenfible  of  the- difficulties  he  fhould  encounter  in  (b 
dangerous  a  comjpiffion,  and  of  the  oppofition  he  fhould  find  in  the  execution  of 
his  office,  from  the  prevailing  faflion,  by  whom  he  was  not  beloved.  Thefe  con- 
fiderations  engaged  him  to  refufe  the  glorious  employment  of  delivering  his  country  : 
but  the  court  hit  upon  a  very  artful  expedient  to  engage  him  to  accept  of  it :  this  • 
was  to  fend  to  his  only  fon,  a  horfe  richly  caparifoned,  a  fpear,  a  buckler,  a  cuirafe  < 
covered  with  gold  brocade,  and  a  turbant  enriched  with  diamonds.  Such  prefents 
were  never  made  except  when  the  king  intends  to  inveft  fome  perfon  with  an.ab- 
folute  authority,  fuch  as  that  of  generaliffimo.  The  father  faw  plainly  the  fnare 
that  was  laid  for  him  ;  but  he  who  had  refufed  his  fovereign,  could  not  withftand 
the  folicitations  of  a  fon  whom  he  tenderly  loved.  This  young  nobleman,  at  the 
age  of  feventeen,  was  therefore  declared  generaliffimo  of  the  forces  of  the  empire  ; 

and 

•  This  name  fignifies  free  and  independent.  They  are  generally  anderflood  to  he  the  tartars  of 
KRiBVA  and  BOKHARA,  and  take  in  alfo  thofeofsAM  arc  and,  which  flouriflied  in  the  time  of  t  a  m  b  r- 
LANB.  Thefe  people  are  comely,  well  fliaped,  and  adlive  ;  much  given  to  robbery,  but  good  foldiers. 
See  G.  Thompson's  account  of  them,  Vol.  I.  , 

^  Dagu,  a  mountain;  dagistan,  a  mountainous  country.  It  is  fometlmes  wrote  oachestan.  I 
have  given  an  account  of  thefe  people  in  my  i  ft  volume. 

<^  Formerly  fome  of  them  were  chriftiams.  f  Four  thoufand  two  hundred  pounds* 

•  Lord  chief  juftice. 
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1719.  and  his  father,  as  the  court  forefaw,  determined  to  accompany  him  in  the  expedi- 
tion. He  accordingly  affembled  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  and  both  of  them 
repaired  to  Isfahan  to  receive  the  king's  orders.  The  young  general  met  with  the 
moft  flattering  marks  of  diftincflion :  the  king  made  a  public  entertainment  for  him, 
and  girr  his  fword  to  his  fide,  in  prefence  of  the  whole  court ;  and,  in  order  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  of  (hewing  his  dexterity,  he  ordered  tilts  and  tournaments  in 
the  M£iDAN  %  in  which  this  young  lord  gained  the  applaufe  of  all  the  fpedators. 

After  this  kind  of  anticipated  triumph,  the  general  fet  out  for  the  camp,  in  com- 
pany with  his  father.  His  army  confided  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  chofen  troops  1 
fo  that  it  was  reafonable  to  expeft  fuccefs  from  fuch  a  body  of  forces,  condufked, 
tho'  under  another  name,  by  fo  experienced  a  general  as  seffie  kouli  khan. 
Thefe  expectations  were  confirmed  by  an  event,  which  foon  after  enfucd  ;  for  fcarcc 
had  the  Persians  entered  the  province  of  herat,  when  they  fell  in  with  a  body  of 
twelve  thoufand  ousbecs,  who  were  marching  to  the  afliftancc  of  the  abdollees  ; 
and  attacking  them  brilkly,  cut  them  in  pieces. 

This  engagement  raifed  tfie  courage  of  the  viftors,  but  £zadallah,  moreen- 
raged  than  intimidated  by  thi^  difgrace,  thought  only  of  recovering  his  lofs  by  a 
new  enterprize,  which  was  to  decide  the  fate  ol  the  province  of  herat.  Ezadal- 
Xah,  at  the  head  of  fifteen  thoufand  horfe  only,  was  not  afraid  to  offer  battle  to  an 
army  of  double  the  number,  with  the  advantage  of  a  formidable  train  of  artillery. 
During  the  courfe  of  this  war,  there  was  not  a  more  obftinate  engagement.  The 
l>£RSiANs  and  the  abdollees,  equally  animated,  the  one  to  avoid  the  fhame  of  be- 
ing vanquilhed,  and  the  other  by  their  love  of  liberty,  fought  without  intermilTion 
from  fun-rife ;  at  one  in  the  afternoon,  the  vidlory  was  ftill  undetermined,  when 
the  inattention  of  thofe  who  commanded  the  artillery,  decided  the  fate  of  the  day. 
Thefe  officers,  not  having  obferved  that  their  own  troops  occupied  a  poft  which  the 
abdollees  had  juft  quitted,  fired  upon  them  5  and  the  Persians,  knowing  that 
the  enemy  had  no  cannon,  were  furprized  and  thrown  into  confufion.  The  chiefs 
themfelves  apprehended  treachery,  and  feemed  irrefolute  in  regarcf to  what  ftep  they 
flio'uld  take  J  when  ezadallah  availed  himfelf  of  this  circumftance,  and  renewed 
the  charge  with  frefti  vigour;  meeting  with  only  a  faint  refiftance,  from  men  who 
•were  perplexed  and  intimidated,  he  pierced  their  fquadrons,  and  obliged  them  to 
•turn  their  backs. 

Ezadallah  fpurred  on  by  his  hatred  to  the  Persians,  and  his  defire  of  enjoying 
all  the  advantages  of  his  vidory,  purfued  the  enemy  a  whole  day.  The  Persians 
loft  in  the  aftion  and  flight  eight  thoufand  men,  among  whom  was  their  general, 
and  his  father  seffie  kouli  khan,  who  were  killed  in  the  retreat.  Their  baggage, 
the  military  cheft,  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon  fell  alfo  into  the* hands  of  the  ab- 
dollees ;  who  on  their  part  loft  three  thoufand  men  ;  which,  to  an  infant  republic, 
could  be  compenfated  only  by  the  liberty  obtained  by  that  memorable  engage- 


ment. 


The 
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The  PERSIAN  armies  being  thus  unfortunate,  new  enemies  declared  againft  HvS'iyhQe 
SEiw.  The  MASCATS  arc  a  tribe  of  Arabians  %  whofe  country  is  the  promontory 
towards  the  ifle  of  ormus,  which  forms  the  ftreights  of  the  Persian  gulf.  Thefe 
people  are  mahommedans  of  a  particular  feft,  yet  more  conformable  to  that  of 
thesuNNis,  than  of  the  schias**  :'  they  are  fubjeft  to  an  iman%  who  has  an  abfo- 
lute  authority  over  them.  This  prince  taking  advantage  of  the  melancholy  ftajte  ta 
which  the  kingdom  of  persia  was  reduced,  had  already  made  himfelf  matter  of  the 
ifle  of  BAHARAiN  ^  J  and  threatened  bender  ab  assi  ^ 

The  court  of  fersia,^  unable  to  face  all  her  enemies  at  once,  feemed  to  have.  -^ 
taken  the  refolurion  of  arming  only  againft  thofe  who  declared  laft.  They  deter-- 
mined  therefore  tx>  make  preparations  in  order  to  oppofe  the  defigns  of  thofe  arabs  ;, 
and  as  affairs  were  new  reduced  to  an  extremity  by  the  late  defeat  at  herat,  fat 
TEV  ALi  KHAN,  at  this  time  ATHEMAt  doulet',  offered,  tomarch  thither  in  per- 
fon ;  but  the  king  fearing  left  he  fhould  be  rendered  too  powerful,  by  adding  the. 
authority  of  generaliflimo  to  his  prefent  employment,  returned  him  thanks,  and  apr 
pointed  luft  ali  khan,  brother-in  law  to  that  minifter^  to  command  the  expe-. 
dition». 

In  the  Begihnihgof  this  year  luft  ah  khan  marched  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  17^0* 
twenty  thouTand  men  to  the  neighbourhood  of  bender  abassi  ;  and  as  the  pert 
WANS  hadfew  or  no  (hips  in  that  fca,  he  waited  for  the  Portuguese  fleet,  which^ 
purfuant  to  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  viceroy  of  that  nation,  was  to  fail  from: 
GOA,  in-order  to  tranfport  the  Persian  troops  to  the  ifle  of  baharain.     This  fleet* 
confifting  of  four  large  vefiels,  fifteen  pinks ^  and  fome  other  tranfports,.  arrived. 
foon  after,  and  the  commander  of  it  met  with  a  kind  reception  ;  but  whether  it  was, 
that  the  khan  did  not  think  this  fltet  flrong  enough  to  engage  that  of  the  mascats, 
or  that  his  enemies  at  court  with- held  the  money  defigned  for  this  ufe  ;  he  did  not. 
pay  thefum,that  had  been  fttpulated.    The  Portuguese  officer  propofed  to  fend  for 
a  reinforce  men  ti  if  the  khan  thought  it  proper;  but  finding  this  alfo  ineffectual  to . 
obtain  the  payment,  he  prepared  to  fail  back  to  goa.     In  the  mean  time  thc.enemy 
apprehending  left:  the  Portuguese  fleet  fliould  be  reinforced,  refolved  to  attack 
them.     Accordingly  their   veffels  failed  from  the  port  of  mascat,  and  foon  ap- 
peared at  the  mouth  of  the  ftreight  5  the  Portuguese  being  attacked,  lofl:  a  fmall 
veffcl ;  the  engagement,  being,  in  other  refpeds,  unfavourable  to  thcm»  they  re- 
tired in  the  night,  and  failed  direftly  fpr  goa.     Ihis  accident  difappointcd  all  the 
projefts  of  luft  ali  khan  :  he  was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  defending  the  coaft. 
againfl:  the  infults  of  tl>e.  mascatjs,  when,  a   fignal  occafion  happened  of  diftin-. 
guilhing  his  vajourv 

•  The couiitry  over  againd  GOMBROON,  on  the  northern  coafl  of  ar a bia;  ^  Persian  feci. 

^  An  ecdefi^fiical  fovereign.  '  Baharain  fignifies  the  two  Teas.     An  iOdnd  famous  for  the 

pcARt  fifliery  ;  it  takers  its  name  from  a  provinceof  arabi  a  felix,  fituated  near  ir,  bctwqen  the  rk;>, 
s«A,  and  the  pEiisiAN  guIF.  ^  This  place  was  called  gombroon,  before  abas  i.  had. 

pMtJt  in  the  condition  in  which  it  is  at  prefent.     To  effed  this,  he  made  ufe  of  the  materials  of  the   cit/ 
of  oRMus,  which  he  demoliflic'd,  infomuch  that  hardly  any  yeftigcs  of  it  remain.     Bender   is  of  ^^c 
£ime  iignificatlon  as  derbeno,  'viz.  port  or  fence  of  iron  ;  bender  abassi  properly  figniii.'s  thedro  )g* 
port  of  abas.  '  Prime  miniller,  as  already  explained,  8  VplTch  betwe,n  oni.-.a,ii^ 

livp  bupdred  tuns^  commonly  known  by  this  naine. 
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]  720.  ^^  fooner  had  mir  maghmud  deprived  mir  abdallah  his  uncle  of  his  life  and 
throne,  than  he  attempted  to  juftify  fo  daring  an  adlion  by  fome  other  fignal 
exploit.  The  Persians  had  ceafed  to  arm  againft  kandahar  :  the  incurfions  of 
the  LESGES,  the  kourds,  and  the  gusbegs,  together  with  the  uaeafinefs  occa- 
fioncd  by  the  taking  of  baharain,  and  the  revolt  of  hbrat,  left  the  Afghans  no 
room  to  apprehend  the  leaft  danger,  and  with  regard  to  india,  the  domeftic  crou- 
bles  of  that  empire  fecured  him  fufficiently  againft  any  enterprize  from  that  quarter. 

Mahommed  furrukhsir,  the  great  moghol,  having  advanced  se yd  abdal- 
dah  KH  AN  to  the  title  of  vizir  %  and  his  brodier  hassan  ali  khan  being  the  gehe- 
ral-pay mailer  ^  of  the  army ;  by  their  intrigues  they  acquired  an  unlimited  autho« 
rity,  and  at  length  feized  on  the  perfon  of  their  fovereigo,  and  deprived  him  of  his 
fight.  In  FEBRUARY  iji^j  they  accomplifhed  their  work,  and  put  him  to  an  ig<* 
nortiinious  death,  after  a  reign  of  feven  years.  Raffbbih  al  dirjat,  a  prince  of 
the  imperial  blood,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  confined  in  the  caftleof  selimour^ 
was  then  chofen  ;  but  this  prince  dying  a  natural  deadi  a  few  days  afiEer^  theiie  mi^ 
nifters; proclaimed  prince  su JAMB ADOUR. 

This  new  election  was  not  attended  like  the  former,  with  the  unanimous  conlent 
of  the  people  i  for  the  inhabitants  of  agra,  then  efteeooed  the  capital  of  the  empire, 
proclaimed  nasr  o  din  mahommed  shahs  a  grand-fon  of  the  famous  avrino-* 
ZEBE  ;  and  both  parties  being  obftinately  bent  to  fupport  the  emperor  whom  they 
had  chofen,  this  double  eledion  was  foon  followed  by  a  civil  war.  After  feveral 
battles,  the  grand  vizir  apprehending  that  it  would  be  a  long  timelDefore  .the  difpiite 
*  could  be  determined  by  force  of  arms,  rcfolved  to  bribe  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
AGRA^  who  opened  their  gates  to  him,  and  delivered  up  nasr  o  din  mahommed 
shah.  But  this  event  produced  a  very  different  effed  from  what  might  have  been 
naturally  expeftcd ;  for  a  report  being  fpread  fome  days  after,  that  prince  sajam<* 
badour  had  been  put  to  death  at  dehli,  nars  o  din  mahommed,  who  confi* 
dered  himfelf  as  a  facrifice  to  the  fecurity  of  his  rival,  was  not  only  fct  at  liberty, 
but  acknowledged  as  emperor  by  both  parties.  And  though  the.  report  was  falfe  ; 
as  they  were  heartily  tired  of  the  war,  both  parties  agreed  to  put  sajambadour  to 
^eath. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  grand  vizir  and  his  brother  aded  with  Aichcun^ 
ning,  as  to  preferve  their  whole  authority  during  thefe  troubles,  though  they  foon 
became  great  objefts  of  jealoufy.  By  dilbanding  the  armies,  they  had  reftorcd 
peace,  but  neither  their  own  power,  nor  that  of  the  emperor,  were  fufficiently  fixed, 
to  engage  them  in  an  enterprize,  the  iiTue  of  which  had  been  always  fatal  to  the 

MOGHOLS. 

As  maghmvd  was  free  from  any  apprehenfion  on  this  fide,  he  employed  his 
thoughts  entirely  about  the  execution  of  his  favourite  defign.  Mir  vais  during 
his  confinement  at  the  court  of  persia,  had  difcovered  fo  much  of  the  weaknefs  of 

the 

*  This  khan  had  alfo  that  of  rotbb  al  muluck,  or  axis  of  the  empire,  and  iar  ba-vafa  tbe 
grateful  friend.  ^Mirbukhsmi.  '^Nasrodin  fignifies  the  fupporter  and 

^aiTifler  of  religion.    This  is  the  fame  prince  whom  the  raaiiAN  ufurper  MAi>ia  i^raded  tweo^  yeai« 

•alwrwards. 
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the  government,  that  it  has  been  thought  he  then  afpired>  not  only  at  making  him-  lyi^ 
fclf  matter  of  the  province  of  kandahar,  but  iikcwife  of  fubduing  the  whole  mo* 
narchy.  Be  that  as  it  may,  mag h  mud  prepared  for  this  great  enterprizc.  As  his 
-reputation  was  not  yet  fufficiently  eftablilhed,  to  venture  to  propofe  it  to  the  af- 
chans,  he  rcfolved  to  engage  in  fome  expedition,  by  the  fuccefs  of  which  he  might 
cxpedl  to  gain  their  confidence.  With  this  view,  he  aflembled  the^chicf  men  of  the 
nation,  and  having  laid  open  his  deflgn  to  them,  he  caufed  a  proclamation  to  be 
made,  that  whoever  was  willing  to  march  with  him  againft  the  enemy,  fliould  re- 
pair with  his  horfe  and  armour  to  his  rendezvous.  By  this  means  he  raifed  about 
ten  thoufand  men,  and  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  them,  he  took  the  road  to 
KHERMAN,  while  LUTF  ALi  KHA^  was  advancing  with  his  army  towards  bendeh 

AGASSI. 

THATpart  of  SEGIST AN,  which  (eparatesthe  provinceof  kherman  from  the  king* 
dom  •  of  KANDAHAR,  IS  a  countpy  in  which  for  fifteen  days  march  there  is  nothing 
but  fandy  plains,  with  very  few  inhabitants.  Thefe  difficulties  did  not  deter  magh- 
MUD)  on  the  contrary  he  feemed  defirous  to  try  the  courage  and  refolution  of  his 
troops :  befides,  as  he  had  laid  a  fcheme  to  penetrate  very  foon  by  that  road  into 
the  heart  of  Persia,  it  was  a  point  of  fome  importance  to  be  acquainted  with  that 
country.  He  knew  that  water  is  fcarce  in  thofc  parts,  and  what  Jittle  is  found  is 
hardly  potable  %  this  induced  him  to  take  the  fmaller  number  of  horfes  and  mules^ 
and  to  mount  his  Afghans  two  or  three  on  a  camel,  this  animal  being  inured  t6 
thirft.  As  foon  as  he  arrived  on  the  frontier,  he  ordered  thefe  camels  to  be  loaded 
with  water,  and  in  the  fame  manner  every  foldier  to  fill  the  iheeps  guts  which  they 
carried  for  this  purpofe  like  a  girdle  about  their  waifts  ^ ;  and  thus  prepared,  the 
army  entered  thefe  deferts.  He  met  no  oppofition  during  his  march :  the  difficul- 
ties which  he  defied  by  taking  this  rout,  conftituted  his  fecurity ;  but  as  the  want 
of  water,  provifions,  and  forage,  of  which  it  was  impoffible  to  carry  a  fufficient 
quantity  with  them,  together  with  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun,  fupplied  in  fome 
meafure  the  place  of  enemies,  he  loft  two  thoufand  men,  and  a  confiderable  number 
df  beafts  of  burthen.  The  Afghans,  however,  encouraged  by  thepromifes  andex*- 
ample  of  their  princcj  bore  with  all  thefe  hardftips,  and  at  length  paffed  the  deferts. 
They  had  fcarce  appeared  on  the  frontier  of  kherman,  when  the  khan  of  this  pro- 
vince having  no  troops  to  oppofe  them,  retired  with  his  family.  Maghmud  en- 
tered the  country  without  fighting,  and  purfuing  his  march,  came  and  refreflied  his 
army  in  the  very  capital  •  of  the  province* 

Tho* 

*  The  reader  muft  obferve,  that  kingdom  and  province  are  foraetimes  ufed  for  the  &ine  cotintry,  ndl 
only  according  totheoRiEKTAL  exprdffiOD»  but  that  by  revolutions  they  are  rendered  independent  fo- 
vereignties  upon  many  occaiions,  ^  Thia  gives  oa  a  contemptible  idck  of  thefe  people  | 

Indeed  they  were  in  fo little  efteem  amonz  the  pb&sians,  that  afghan  and  beggar  were  often  ufed  as 
rynonimoits  expreffions.  ^  This  city  of  kherman  which  bears  the  fame  name  as  the  pro- 

vince* is  famous  all  ov^r  the  eaft  for  the  beanty  of  the  faffaes  and  ftnfk  mannfa^ured  there.  The  wool,  o^ 
which  they  are  made,  comes  chiefly  from  the  neighbouring  mountains :  it  is  faid  that  when  their  (keep 
bronze  on  new  grafs»  the  whole  fkicGe  falls  off,  and  leaves  the  (heep  as  if  they  had  been  (horn.  Their 
wool  is  ceruinly  allowed  to  be  the  fmeft  and  beft  we  know  of,  aad  draws  thither  a  Qomber  of  indiah 
■lerchants. 

Vol.  in  •  $ 
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hfiQ.  Tho^*  that  city  had  opened  her  gates  to  the  Afghans,  yet  they  behaved  in  a  hoftile- 
nianner.  Maghmud  laid  heavy  contributions  on  the  merchants  ^nd  citizens,  anci 
put  numbers  of  them  to  cruel  tortures ;  fuflfcring  his  troops  to  live  at  difcretion.v 
infomuch  that  thefe  miferable  peojplc  experienced  all  the  horrors  and  calamities  of 
war,  without  having  had  the  conlolation  of  attempting  to  defend  their  lives  and 
properties.  They  had  been  now  four  months  fubject  to  this  tyrannical  yoke,  when 
LUTF  ALi  KHAN  Came  and  refcued  them.  This  general,  who  was  obliged  to  wait 
for  the  enemy,  no  fooner  heard  what  had  paffed  in  the  province  of  khbrman,  than 
he  marched  thither  with  a  body  of  chofen  troops.  Fortune,  which  had  been  fo  fa* 
vourable  to  the  arqhans,  now  deferted  them ;  for  their  little  army  was  defeated 
and  put  to  flight  The  news  of  fo  important  and  unexpcftcd  a.  viftory,  being 
brought  to  TiEHiRAN,  where  the  king  was  lately  arrived,  fufpended  the  anxiety  of 
this  prince,  as  well  as  of  the  whole  court. 

In  the  mean  time,  lutf  ali  khan  perceiving  that  kherm  an  was  theonly  plaee 
that  could  (lop  maghmud,  on  the  fide  of  thefe  deferts,  fortified  that  part  which  is 
called  the  upper  town,  and  fervesas  a  citadel:  after  which  he  left  a  ftrong  garrifon 
in  the  place,  and  joined  the  main  body  of  his  army.  Whether  it  was  from  a  thirft 
of  revenge  of  his  enemies  at  court,  who  had  confiaerable  eftates  in  thofc  parts ;  or 
that  he  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  this  expedient,  in  order  to  maintain  his  ar- 
my i  LUTF  ALi  KHAN  laid  hcavy  contributions  on. the  country,  taking  all  their  arnis, 
horfes,  and  camels;  and  dividing  his  forces  into  different  bodies,  he  quartered  them 
upon  the  inhabitants  at  difcretion.  This  continued  till  the  autumn,  when  the  army 
marched  to  shirass,  the  capital  of  faesista^,  which  had  been  pitched  upon  as 
the  general  rendezvous.  The  troops  aifembled  there  in  the  month  of  November 
1720,  and  a  better  appointed  army  had  not  been  fccn  for  many  years  in  Persia. 
Their  camp  enjoyed  great  plenty-,  a  vaft  quantity  of  provifions  and  ammunitioa 
having  been  amaffcd  by  means  of  fcveral  thoufands  of  camels^  which  were  em* 
ployed  for  that  purpofe.  The  troops,,  encouraged  alfo  by  the  viftory  at  KtHzrman^ 
•were  impatient  to  be  led  againft  the  enemy  5  and  every,  thing  feemed  to  prefage  the. 
juin  of  the  Afghans,  againft  whom  thefe  preparations  were  making.  But  in  fpito 
of  thefe  favourable  circumftances^  mrsia  feemed  devoted  to  ruin  ;  for  the  generaL 
was  arrefted  and  lent  a  prifoner  to  court,  and  the  whole  army  at  once  difperfed. 

This  fudden  change  was  owing  to  thofe  lords,  whofe  lands  had  been  lately  ravaged 
by  LUTF  ali  KHAR.     lucenfcd  at  the  difregard  which  he  had  (hewn  them  onthis 
occafion,  they  figured  to  themfelves  how  low  their  own  intereft  would  be  reduced,, 
if  fo  great  a  piece  of  fervice,  as  the  redudion  of  kandahar,  were  added  to  the 
credit  which  the  general  had  already  acquired  with  the  king.     They  refolved  there- 
fore to  employ  every  engine  of  fallhood  and  malice,  to  prevent  his  marching  upon 
that  expedition  ;  and  defpairing  to  fuGceed  in  their  defign,  fo  long  as  fatev  ali  " 
KHAN  continued  in  his  office,  this  minifter  was  the  firft  vidim  whom  they  under-- 
took  to  facrifice  to  their  barbarous  avarice  and  imaginary  fecurJty.. 

The  mfthod  which  they  took  to  attain  their  end,  was  as  bold  and  wicked,  as  it 
was  reproachful  to  ^thc  common  fenfe  of  the  king.     The  chief  mullah  %  and  the 

HAKEM 

*  Either  the  picni-iiaiimaz«  which  fignifies  groat  almoner  j^or  the  kuopafa,  the  cha^in,^  i%in«t. 
clearly  related. 
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iiAKEM  iAcm  s  who  were  conccFned  in  the  plot,  entered  the  shah's  bed-thambcr  in  i7**K/ 
the  nniddle  of  the  night,  and  imploring  his  pardon  for  fo  daring  an  intrufion,  in^ 
formed  him  of  the  imminent  danger  which  he  was  in :  they  told  him  with  all  the 
appearance  of  the  utmoft  confternation,  that  they  had  juft  difcovered  a  confpiracy 
formed  againft  his'  m^efty's  crown  and  life :  that  the  athemat  doitlet  ^  fup^ 
ported  by  a  body  of  three  thoufand  kourds,  who  were  on  their  march,  under  the 
command  of  a  prince  of  that  nation,  was  to  fecure  his  majefty*s  perfon,  whilft  lutf 
ALi  KHAN  marched  his  army  to  Isfahan,  and  feized  the  royal  family;  that  there 
was  not  a  moment  to  lofc,  for  this  very  night  the  confpirators  intended  to  execute 
their  execrable  defign.  In  proof  of  what  they  had  advanced,  they  produced  a  let- 
ter, which  they  pretended  had  been  written  by  the  prime  miniftcr  to  the  prince  of 
the  KOURDS.  This  letter  had  the  counterfeit  of  the  royal  feal  upon  it :  shah  hus- 
SEiN  no  fooner  call:  his  eyes  upon  the  feal,  than  imagining  he  knew  it,  he  concluded 
he  was  undone,  and  his  terror  deprived  him  of  his  fenfrs.  While  he  was  coming 
to  himfelf,  a  council  was  called  in  a  hurry,  compofed  of  fome  of  the  principal  eu- 
nuchs, who  were  accomplices  with  the  two  accufers ;  and  after  a  very  (hort  cor^ 
fukation,  the  king  fcnt  for  the  kurchc  bachi%  and  commanded  him  to  go  with  a 
body  of  (oldiers,  bre^  open  the  prime  minifter^s  houfe,  and  to  bring  him  his 
head 

The  eunuchs  intending  to  oblige  the  athemat  doulet  to  make  a  difcoveryof 
his  effefts,  which  they  hoped  would  be  confifcated  in  their  favour,  reprefented  to 
the  king  that  it  was  not  proper  to  put  him  to  death  if  he  made  no  refiftance;  to 
^hich  the  deluded  hvssein  acquiefced.  Fatey  ali  khan,  who  was  aQeep  in 
his  harram,  made  no  fcruple  to  obey ;  as  foon  as  he  was  brought  to  the  kurchc 
Bach  I,  his  eyes  were  plucked  out,  as  if  he  had  been  convidled  of  high  treafon ;  after 
which,  under  a  pretext  of  extorting  a  confeflion  of  his  accomplices,  and  the  cir- 
Cumftances  of  the  confpiracy,  but  in  reality  to  force  liim  to  difcover  his  eflfcds,  h© 
was  put  to  the  tortin-e. 

No  fooner  was  t"his  wild  refolution  taken,  than  meflengers  were  difpatched  on 
every  fide  to  fecure  the  relations  and  friends  of  this  unfortunate  miniftcr.  The 
commiflion  however  feemed  difEcult  to  execute  in  regard  to  lutf  ah  khan  his 
brother-in-law,  and  it  would  have  been  fo  indeed,  if  this  general  had  been  guilty 
of  the  crime  with  which  he  was  charged.  The  governor  ofshir  as  was  ordered  by 
the  king  to  entice  Him  into  the  town,  and  there  to  feize  on  his  perfon,  and  fend  him 
under  a  proper  guard  to  Isfahan.  The  governor  found  no  difficulty  in  executing 
his  commiflion ;  for  lutf  ali  khan,  having  no  defign  but  to  march  againft  the 
enemies  of  his  country,  fufpefted  no  evil.  Such  was  the  reward  which  this  general 
received  for  his  fignal  fervices.  His  difgrace  was  followed  with  the  difperfion  of  the 
whole  army,  for  the  khans  and  other  lords,  who  commanded  the  different  bodie« 
of  which  it  was  compofed,  apprehending  from  this  example  that  they  Ihould  be  cal- 
led to  an  account  for  the  depredations  committed  in  kherman,  retired  to  their  owa 
cftates;  infomuch,  that  of  his  flourifhing  army,  which  promifed  fecurity  to  per « 

S  2  sia, 

•  The  chief  phyfician.  ^  Prime  minifter,  f  The  gcncyal  of  the  cug,CHi*8,  a  body  of 

hoifc  belonging  to  his  majcfty*s  hooihold. 
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17^*^    siA,  in  a  few  days  nothing, remained,  except  the  artillery^y  ammimltion,  andpcovi« 
Cons.    . 

Every  thing  was  in  confufion  at  TiEHiRAN)  where  they  were  making  prepara- 
tions to  defend  themfelves  againfl:  the  three  thoufand  kourds  who  were  hourly  ex- 
pected ;  but  as  foon  as  it  was  day,  and  the  king  faw  that  no  enemy  appeared,  and 
bad  alfo  been  informed  by  people  arrived  from  different  quarters,  and  by  the  feve* 
ral  bodies  of  horfc  which  were  fent  out  as  fcouts,  that  every  thing  was  perfeftly 
quiet  in  the  neighbourhood,  this  unhappy  prince  began  to  fufpedt  that  he  was  im* 
pofed  on.  Under  this  fufpence  he  fent  for  the  hakim  bachi,  and  with  a  very  fe* 
vere  tone,  which  he  feldom  aifumed,  he  bid  him  cake  care  that  the  wounds  they 
had  made  in  the  athemat  doulet,  by  plucking  out  his  eyes,  did  not  endanger 
his  life,  for  that  his  (hould  anfwer  for  it.  This  declaration  in  all  probability  faved 
.  the  life  of  that  unfortunate  man ;  whofe  enemies  would  probably  have  taken  his  life 
alfo,  from  an  apprehenfion  left  he  fhould  ruin  them  by  detefting  the  villainous  fal* 
£ty  of  their  impoftures» 

The  athemat  doulet  recovered;  and  the  couriers  whc^ad  been  fent,  bring- 
ing intelligence  that  the  army  had  made  no  motion,  the  shah  was  confirmed  in  hin 
ilifpicions,  and  refolved  to  examine  the  affair  in  a  juridical  manner. 


CHAP.      II. 

Adhan  is  held^  in  which  the  king  prefides^  to  examine  into  the  conduit  of  the  athemat 
DOULET.     Articles  of  accufation  brought  againfi  him ;  his  anfwer  and  defence. 

TH  E  day  being  fixed  for  the  trial  of  this  great  caufe,  the  king  determined  ta 
prefide  in  perfon  at  the  divan,  which  was  compofcd  of  all  the  minifters  and 
great  officers  of  (late.  The  prifoner  being  brought  into  the  court,  the  feffion 
was  opened  with  a  recital  of  the  feveral  articles  of  complaint.  The  crimes  laid  to- 
his  charge  were  chiefly  thefe,  vi%.  «*  I.  That  he  had  written  and  fcaled  with  the 
*•  royal  fcal,  of  which  he  was  the  depofitory  in  virtue  of  his  office  of  prime  minifter, 
**  a  letter  defiring  one  of  the  princes  of  the  kourds,  to  bring  a  body  of  three  thou- 
**  fand  men  with  him  to  Ti5:HiRAN,  in  order  to  feize  on  the  perfon  of  the  king. 
"  II.  That  he  had  maintained  a  correfpondence  with  the  lesgees,  from  his  at- 
"  tachmcnt  to  the  fed  of  the  sunn  is  which  he  profcfTed  ;  and  that  he  had  written  ^ 
**  letter  to  one  of  their  chiefs,  by  which  he  gave  him  intelligence  that  they  might 
•*  continue  their  depredations  with  all  fccurity,  provided  they  did  not  advance  to- 
**  wards  erivan  where  one  of  his  nephews  commanded.  III.  That  he  had  faid 
*^*  one  day  when  he  was  in  the  city  of  koom,  at  the  tomb  of  shah  suliman,  by 
**  whofe  orders  his  father  had  been  put  to  death;  that  the  time  would  come,  when 
**  he  would  revenge  his  father's  death,  by  that  of  sh  Aft  hussein,  his  fon,  and  all 
•'  the  royal  family."  For  the  fccond  article  they  produced  a  letter ;  but  this  laft  ac- 
cufation had  no  other  proof  to  fupport  it,  than  the  dcpgfition  of  his  minifter's  va- 
let de  chambrc*  ^ 

Besides 
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Besides  tbefe  three  capital  articles,  feveral  others  were  added,  which  feemed  to  1720. 
be  rather  reproaches  againft  his  conduft,  than  fubjeds  of  accufation.  It  was  laid 
to  his  charge,  that  he  had  decided  all  affairs  of  himfelf,  and  without  the  advice  of 
the  council,  and  the  other  minifters.  That  his  orders  were  more  refpcfted  in  the  pro- 
Tmces»  than  thofc  of  the  king.  That  he  married  his  daughters  and  nieces  to  the 
principal  lords  of  the  kingdom,  from  whence  it  was  inferred  that  he  intended  to 
form  a  powerful  party.  That  he  had  difpofed  of  the  government  of  provinces  to 
his  nephews,  who  were  but  children  :  and  laftly,  that  as  his  eftate,  by  his  own  ac- 
knowledgment, amounted  to  the  fum  of  nine  hundred  thoufand  tomans  %  it  was 
impoffible  he  could  have  amafled  fuch  immenfe  wealth  without  extortion,  or,  at 
leail>  embezzlement  of  the  royal  revenues. 

THESE-were  the  articles  of  complaint  againft  this  minifter:  upon  which  the  king 
having  afked  him  whether  he  had  any  thing  to  fay  in  his  defence,  he  turned  towards 
the  place  from  whence  he  heard  the  voice,  and  addreffed  the  king  with  a  heroic 
firmnefs,  but  in  a  refpeftful  tone.  ••  Great  prince,  the  juftification  which  you  re- 
"  quire  of  your  flave,  would  be  entirely  ufelefs,  were  it  intended  for  no  other  pur- 
««  pofethan  to  preferve  his  life,  in  the  deplorable  fituation  to  which  malice  and  im* 
**  pofture  have  reduced  him :  life  is  now  become  a  load  to  him,  undeferving  of  fuch 
<<  care.  But  fince  his  honour,  and  the  glory  which  his  family  has  acquired  in  the 
«*  fervice  of  your  auguft  anceftors,  do  not  permit  him  to  be  filent,  while  envy  and 
••  malice  are  raifing  their  batteries  againft  him,  he  will  convince  your  majefty,  that 
*«  if  you  had  deigned  to  hear  him  before  you  pronounced  his  fentence,  it  would 
/*  have  been  as  eafy  to  confouncL  the  calumny  of  his  accufers,  as  to  ward  off  the  . 
<<  fatal  blow  with  which  his  innocence  lias  been  opprefled.** 

After  this  tacit  reproa,ch,  the  athemat  doulet  ceafing  to  addrefs  himfelf  in 
direft  terms  to  the  king,  continued  his  difcourfe  to  this  effedt : 

**  If  the  pretended  confpiracy  had  not  been  the  means  proje6ted,  by  which  my" 
•*  enemies  have  ruined  me,  they  would  never  have  thought  of  fo  abfurd  as  well  as 
•*  heavy  a  charge  againft  me.  Does  not  this  impofture  refute  itfelf  ?  When  was  it 
*^  they  intercepted  this  fatal  letter,  which  has  ferved  as  a  foundation  to  this  mon- 
•*  ftrous  ftrufture  of  iniquity  ?  Was  it  fent  from  TiBHiR  an  ;  and  intercepted  before* 
«•  it  came  to  hand  ?  Or  returned  to  them  from  the  kourds  ?  The  kourds  were  to 
^*  make  their  appearance  that  night  *,  if  the  letter  was  intercepted,  how  was  that 
*«  podible,  for  thefe  rebels  had  twelve  days  max ch  to  make  ?  the  letter  muft  confe- 
^<  quently  have  been  a  long  time  in  the  hands  of  my  accufers,  which  renders  them 
«*  accomplices  of  my  fuppofcd  crime:  therefore  the  chief  to  whom  I  wrote,  muft 
«*  have  fent  it  back :  but  if  fo,  why  ftiould  they  have  been  afraid  of  thofc  troops  ? 
^'  And  if  they  contrived  to  tak^  it  from.him  upon  his  march,  who  is  it  that  has 
**  hindered  this  prince  from  appearing  before  our  gates  ?  Let  my  enemies  explain' 
**  themfelves  ;  how  is  this  important  piece  come  hither  :  and  why  have  they  waited 
•*  for  the  vejy  moment  in  which  the  confpiracy  was  to  take  effcft,  before  they 
•^^  (hewed  it  to  their  majeftics  ? 

«^  The. 

*  Two  millions  two  bundred  fifty  thoafimd  poondt.     . 
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fjz-o.  **  The  circumftanccs  with  which  thcfe  informers  corroborate  their  accu(ation» 
**  plainly  (hew  their  impofture.  They  fay  that  I  intended  that  very  night,  with' 
**  three  thoufand  men  to  Jay  hands  on  the  facred  perfon  of  my  fovcreign,  furround- 
**  ed  by  his  courtiers,  and  by  a  guard  of  fifteen  thoufand  men  ;  and  yet  they  found 
**  me  afleep  in  my  harram,  with  no  other  people  about  me  than  my  own  don^eftics. 
"  LuTF  ALi  KHAN,  who  is  fuppofcd  to  havc  intended  at  the  fame  time  to  take 
**  poffcflion  of  the  capital,  we  do  not  hear  has  made  any  motion  at  all  with  his 
**  troops ;  and  the  prince  of  the  kourds,  to  whom  I  am  faid  to  havc  ordered  the 
V  gates  of  the  city  to  be  opened  that  night,  is  fixty.farfangs*  didant  from  the 
**  frontier,  and  has  not  fet  his  foot  in  the  province.  I  Ihall  not  dwell  any  longer 
**  on  the  refutation  of  this  part  of  the  charge ;  their  majefties  havc  too  much  pene- 
**  tration  not  to  fee  eafily  into  the  abfurdity  of  it.  I  Ihall  proceed  to  the  other 
^  crimes  of  which  I  am  accufed. 

**  It  is  true,  I  am  a  sunni\  as  my  anccftors  were ;  nor  havc  I  ever  facrificed 
**  my  faith  to  the  fecurity  of  my  fortune ;  but  I  never  kept  it  a  fccret  from  the 
*'  king,  nor  from  the  reft  of  the  nation  ;  and  their  majefties,  by  entrufting  me  with 
*'  the  adminiftration  of  affairs,  plainly  (hewed  that  this  difference  of  perfua(ion 
*'  was  no  juft  reafon  for  doubting  of  my  allegiance.  But  they  have  produced  a 
•*  letter,  which  they  pretend  I  wrote  to  a  chief  of  the  LiscEts,  encouraging  thofe 
**  people  to  continue  their  depredations.  Is  it  not  evident  that  this  is  an  artifice 
**  like  the  former.^  Is  there  any  great  difficulty  in  counterfeiting  a  bul*  in  a  coun- 
••  try,  where  the  moft  experienced  s a  raf  *  can  hardly  difcern  a  piece  offpurious 
*'  coin  from  that  which  has  pafled  through  the  tomI  mint.  Thefe  dumb  teftimo- 
•«  nies  determine  nothing,  if  they  are  not  fupported  by  other  proofs :  and  what 
**  other  proofs  havc  they  to  alledge  againft  me  ?  Every  one  knows,  that  the  king 
«*  having  enjoined  me  by  a  Ipecial  commi(rion  to  fupprefs  the  infolehce  of  thofe 
*'  mountaineers,  I  charged  my  nephew  with  this  expedition.  Now  this  young 
•*  man,  whom  I  loved  as  my  fon,  and  had  publicly  adopted  as  my  heir,  was  (Iain 
"  by  tho(e  very  LESGEEs,  with  wlwm  they  pretend  I  held  a  criminal  correfpon- 
**  dencei  and  furely  his  unhappy  cataftrophe  is  a  full  juftification  of  my  condud: 
*'  in  this  particular.  The  depredations  of  the  lf.sgees  ought  not  to  be  laid  to  my 
••  charge,  but  to  thofe  who  were  the  caufe  of  them,  by  converting  to  their  own 
**  ufe,  for  ieveral  fucceffive  years,  the  iubfidies  granted  by  treaty  to  thofe  pec^le. 

"  With  refpeft  to  the  execrable  menaces  which  they  accufe  me  of  having  utter- 
**  ed  at  ROOM ;  furely  it  would  be  a  matter  of  amazement  to  all  the  world,  if  in  fo 
•«  numerous  a  family  as  that  of  an  athemat  doulet,  there  was  not  one  domeftic 
*«  to  be  found  whom  money  could  corrupt.  .  But  tho'  this  teftimony  is  not  fuffi- 
**  cient,  according  to  law ;  yet  there  is  the  higheft  reafon,  fince  the  facred  perfon 
*'  of  the  prince  is  concerned,  that  no  means  (hould  be  negleded  that  can  confirm 
^^  or  invalidate  his  allegation.     Let  this  wretch  be  therefore  put  to  the  rack,  and 

•  «  he 

*  A  farfang  is  four  bnglish  miles.  ^  Scft  of  the  turks.  •  The  bul  generally  con-- 

tains  the  oame  of  the  perfon,  ofcentimes  with  the  addition  of  a  mora!  fentence,  engraved  on  a  feal,  which 
they  ufe  with  ink^  as  defcribed  in  Vol.  L  Chap.  47.  in  the  maimer  as  BuaoriANS  fubfcribe  their  names. 

^  A  money-changer. 
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**  he  will  declare  the  perfons  by  whom  he  has  been  corrupted;  by  which  mean&  jy^ov 
•-*  perhaps  a  complete  difcovery  will  be  made  of  the  iniquitous  defigns  of  my  ene- 
*'  mics.     1  his  is  what  I  have  to  anfwer  to  the  former  parts  of  my  charge  •,  and  it 
"  will  be  as  eafy  to  juftity  myfclf  in  the  latter, 

"  During  my  whole  adminiftration,  I  never  determined  upon  any  affair  of  mo- 
«'  ment  without  the  king's  cxprefs  direftions  :  for  the  truth  of  this  I  appeal  to  their 
•'  majefties,  who  know  it  beft.  As  to  the  ordinary  bufinefs  of  my  miniftry,  I  aU 
•*^'  ways  confulted  certain  perfons  who  now  make  this  complaint,  till  I  found  thern^ 
**  difaffefted  to  my  perfon,  aod  too  much  attached  to  their  own  private  intercft, 
*'  lo  give  me  any  counfcl  capable  of  promoting  the  public  good.  If  thofe  very 
**  perfons,  who  now  feem  fo  tender  of  the  refpedt  due  to  the  fupreme  authority, 
**  had  not  often  caufed  the  orders  fent  into  the  provinces,  even  in  the  king's  name, 
•*  to  be  revoked,  they  woukl  not  have  the  boldnefs  to  accufe  me  of  a  fault  of 
«  which  they  are  confcious  of  being  guilty  themfclves.  For  my  own  part,  I  ob- 
*«  ferved  a  quite  different  conduft,  by  making  it  a  rule  never  to  retraft,  eiiher 
**  through  intereft  or  folicitation>.  whatever  I  had  once  determined,  after  a  thoroughr 
*'  knowledge  of  the  matter* 

**  I  COULD  not  have  expefted,  I  own,  that  I  (hould  be  accufed  of  having  fetrlccF 
*'  my  daughters  and  nieces  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  my  dignity,  and  their  birth.  . 
**  Do  my  enemies  imagine,  that  a  minifter  fo  greatly  favoured  by  his  mafter; 
*^'  fhould  forget  himfelf  to  that  degree,  as  to  feck  hufbands  for  his  daughters  from 
«*  among  the  dregs  of  the  people  ;  or  diflionour  the  blood  of  the  ancient  kings  of 
**  D  AGHESTAN,  from  which  he  has  the  honour  of  being  defcended  ?  Would  they* 
"  have  me  court  the  protection  of  eunuchs,  and  ally  my  family  with  their  creatures 
^  and  domeftics  I  But  not  fatisfied  with  reproaching  mc  for  the  advantageous  fet- 
««  tlement  of  my  daughters  j  they  require  me. to  make  an  excufe  for  the  king's  in- 
«  dulgence,  in  granting  the  government  of  fome  provinces  to  two  of  my  nephews. 
**  Ic  is  true,  I  folicited  that  favour,  but  not  without  a  precedent ;  fince  their  ma^ 
•*  jefties  had  granted  it  to  others  who  were  never  cenfured  for  it.  Thus,  great 
^  pFince,**  continued  he,  turning  towards  the  king,  the  wickednefs  of  my  ene- 
"  mies  has  tranfported  them  fo  far,  that  they  arc  not  afraid  of  challenging  mc  for* 
•*  your  goodnf^fs.  'I  hey  demand  of  mc  an  account  of  my  cffefts,  and  forgetting* 
«'  that  i  hold  the  greateft  part  of  what  I  poflefs  from  the  royal  bounty;  can  they 
**  pretend  to  be  ignorant  that  1  was  born  to  a  great  eftate,  that  I  inherit  my  bro- 
"  ther*s  fortunes,  and  that  the  good  ceconomy  with  which  I  have  always  lived; 
**  has  increafcd  my  property,  I  intended  tO;  leave  all  to  my  nephews,  and  my* 
•*  daughters  V  and  fo  natural  a  confideration  might  have  juftified  my  parfimony, 
«•  But  what  pretext  have  my  enemies  for  thejr  infatiable  avarice  ?  Have  they  any 
«•  fuch  relations,  or  are  they  capable  of  heirs*?  What  ufc  would  ihey  make  of 
**  their  riches,  unlcfs  they  would  fend  every  year  to  mecca  and  Medina  camels' 
«  loaded  with  wealth,  and  violate  with  impunity  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  by  which' 
•^  fuch  pilgrimages  are  cxprefsly  forbidden  ?." 

The 
*^  Here  he  alludes  to  the  emocht. 
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1720.  The  athemat  doulet  having  finifhrd  his  vindication;  his  accufcrs  alledgcd 
againft  him  further,  that  the.expcdition  of  Ibaharain  had  mifcarricd  byhiscollu- 
fion  with -the  officers  of  the  Portuguese  fleet:  that  in  conjundion  with  lutf  aii 
KHAN,  he  had  betrayed  the  interefts  of  the  ftate,  by  not  making  a  proper  ufe  of 
the  confternation  of  the  rebels  after  the  viftory  of  kherman,  by  laying  fiege  to 
KANDAHAR  ;  charging  him  with  all  the  violences  committed  upon  the  feacoaft  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  campaign,  and  infifting  on  his  declaring  the  motives  that  en- 
gaged his  brother-in-law  to  march  towards  shirass,  inftead  of  leading  his  army 
as  the  court  intended,  againft  the  Afghans. 

"  I  MIGHT,"  replied  the  minifter,  **  avoid  entering  upon  the  difcuffion  of  this 
' "  fubjeft ;  as  it  would  be  fufficient  to  ^allcdge,  that  fince  no  man  is  anfwerable 
**  for  more  than  his  own  aftions,  I  cannot,  without  manifeft  injuftice,  be  charged 
**  with  faults  committed  by  my  brother  :  but  the  conduft  of  this  general  has  been 
**  fo  prudent  and  fo  agreeable  to  the  intereft  of  the  ftatc,  that  I  am  even  not  afraid 
•'  to  be  anfwerable  for  his  military  operations.     All  the  world  knows,  that  the 
•*  great  shah  abas  having  difpoflefled  the  Portuguese  of  the  ifle  of  ormus,  by  the 
«'  affiftance  of  the  English  fleet* ;  this  prince,  in  order  to  preferve  his  conqueft, 
•«  without  being  obliged  to  maintain  a  number  of  (hips,  concluded  a  peace  with 
«*  them,  and  confented  to  yield  the  moiety  of  the  duties  collefted  in  the  ifland, 
*«  which  was  afterwards  valued  at  a  certain  fum.     It  is  alfo  well  known,  that  the 
•*  funds  appropriated  to  this  ufe  have  been  for  many  years  applied  to  other  pur- 
"  pofcs.     The  embaflfador  whom  their  majefties  appoint  to  refide  at  goa,  could 
*«  not  therefore  engage  the  viceroy  to  fend  his  fleet  into  that  fea,  without  promifing 
«*  to  pay  part  of  the  arrears.     But  lutf   ali  khan  not  being  able  to  perform 
"  fuch  agreement,  for  want  of  the  money,  which  was  never  remitted  to  him,  as 
"  can  be  eafily  proved,  the  Portuguese  commander,  incenfed  at  this  breach  oF 
*'  promife,  not  only  refufed  to  take  our  troops  on  board,    but  put  back  to  fea. 
**  This  is  the  plain  matter  of  faft,  the  truth  of  which  will  be  attcfted,  if  neceflfary, 
**  by  the  commilTary  of  this  very  fleet,  who  is  now  at  Isfahan. 

*'  But  ltjtf  ali  khan,  they  pretend,  ought  to  have  made  a  proper  ufc  of  his 
«*  viftory,  by  forcing  the  rebels  in  their  own  capital  of  kanDahar.  •  Is  it  podrble 
•*  that  fuch  arguments  as  thefe  (hould  come  from  perfons  who  concern  themfelves 
"  in  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs  ?     Is  it  not  well  known  that  this  general 
"  had  only  a  detachment  of  his  army  with  him  ?  Would  it  have  been  right  in 
*'  him,  without  ammunition  or  provifions,  and  juft  after  the  harvefl:,  to  undertake 
**  the  fiege  of  a  place  extremely  well  fortified  and  defended  by  an  army  double 
**  the  number  of  his  own  ?  He  was  too  prudent  to  take  fo  raflia  ftep,  but  con- 
•*  tented  himfelf,  for  that  time,  with  putting  the  city  of  kherman  in  a  pofliure  of 
••  defence ;  and  I  am  not  afraid  to  own,  that  it  was  by  my  advice  he  afterwards 
•*  joined  the  main  body  of  his  army.     In  due  time  he  determined  to  carry  the  war 
**  into  the  province  of  kandah  ar,  and  made  the  neceflary  preparations  for  this  great 
*«  expedition.    For  this  purpofe  he  was  obliged  to  make  the  province  of  k her- 

**  mania 

*  Alfonso  db  AtBu<^£RQVB  conquered  the  ifle  and  city  of  ormui  in  11^07  ;  it  was  taken  agaia 
hy  the  peesiams  10  1622)  whfnthe  English  had  a  grant  of  duties  atBSNDBR  abassj  the  new  town* 
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«*  MANIA  furnifli  the  money  and  provifions  for  the  fubfiftence  of  his  troops;  and  1720. 
^  if  in  the  execution  of  thofe  orders,  there  was  any  mixture  of  prejudice  or  rcfent- 
<^  ment,  this  is  a  fault  that  ought  not  to  be  ranked  amongft  crimes  committed 
**  againft  the  ftate. 

*'  Such  was  the  real  caufe  of  thofe  irregularities  which  have  been  fo  greatly  ex- 
**  ^ggcrated.  In  regard  to  the  motives  which  determined  lutf  ali  khan  to  ad- 
•**  vance  towards  shirass,  it  is  eafy  to  account  for  them.  This  general,  grown 
•*  wife  by  the  fatal  example  of  khosroff  khan,  had  determined  to  furprize  the 
"  rebels,  left  they  (hould  deftroy  the  crop,  which  is  gathered  in  that  country  two 
**  moons  before  the  vernal  equinox.  He  could  not  therefore  take  a  more  prudent 
^*  ftep  than  to  advance  towards  kherman;  becaufe  here  he  was  in  a  fituation  to 
"  traverfe  the  dcferts  by  the  fhorteft  way  :  befides,  he  confidercd  that  it  was  much 
**  eafier  to  form  magazines  in  the  center  of  a  fruitful  province,  and  at  a  lefs  dif- 
*-•  tance  from  the  capital,  than  on  a  barren  coaft.  It  is  notorious,  that  he  Ipared 
^  neither  money,  folicitations,  tior  care,  to  gather  in  thofe  provifions;  and  that  I 
*•  even  fent,  at  my  own  expence,  three  thoufand  camels  loaded  with  rice.  If  <vc 
*<  had  any  defign,  as  our  enemies  pretend,  to  march  the  army  againft  Isfahan,  the 
^  carrying  away  fuch  a  prodigious  quantity  of  provifions  was  an  unpopular  mea- 
**  fure,  and  tended  to  incenfc  the  people  againft  us ;  for  they  were  already  irritated 
^*  by  the  burthens  laid  on  them.  But  it  is  needlefs  to  fpend  any  more  time  iiv 
**  juftifying  a  conduft,  the  reftitude  and  prudence  of  which  arc  evident:  it  is  now 
^  time  that  their  happy  majefties,  who  are  the  ihadow  of  God  upon  earth,  (hould 
**  determine  the  caufe  between  innocence  and  impofture.** 


CHAP.      III. 

Diatb  andcbaraSer  vf  4he.ATHEMAT  doulet.  Excurjiom  of  the  lesoees.  Mag^' 
nammity  of  vachtanoa;  is  named  vali  ^/ Georgia.  Preparations  made  hj 
this  prince  againft  the  lesgees,  who  arefaved  iy  a  court  intrigue*  Vachtanoa 
takes  an  oath  never  to  appear  in  arms  in  defence  ofpZKSiA. 

FATEY  ALT  KHAN  having  thus  finiflied  his  apology,  the  king,  far  from  teing 
offended  with  the  liberty  with  which  he  had  delivered  himfelf,  cpuld  not  help 
weeping  at  the  misfortunes  occafioncd  by  his  precipitate  judgment.  And  yet  aA 
the  difgrace  of  this  miiiifter  was  irreparable,  and  the  court  imagined  they  could  no 
longer  put  any  confidence  in  a  man  who  had  been  treated  fo  barbaroufly  5  after  he 
had  been  a  viftim  to  rtialice  and  credulity,  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  policy,  and  waa 
fent  a  prifoner  to  the  caftle  of  shirass.  To  foften  in  fome  meafure  the  rigour  of 
his  fentence,  shah  hussein  granted  him  a  confiderable  penfion,  and  endeavoured 
to  comfort  him  by  reprefenting  the  ineviuble  neceffity  of  fate  *.  The  athbmat 
DOULET  died  in  prifon  a  little  after  the  taking  of  Isfahan  two  years  afterwards. 
It  was  imagined  that  he  made  ufe  of  poifon,  fearing  left  maghmud  ftiould  oblige 

him 

■  Predeftinarianiixn  it  a  fuadamcnul  principle  of  the  mabommbdan  religion. 
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1726.  him  to  make  difcoveries  prtjudioial  to  the  ftate :  but  ic  is  more  jprobable  that  he 
fell  under  the  weight  of  his  own  misfortunes,  with  the  addition  or  thofe  in  ^hick 
his  country  was  now  involved* 

By  this  removal  shah  hussein  loft  the  wifeft  of  his  minifters.  He  had  the 
npbleft  mien  of  any  perfon  at  court  ;  and  as  he  mentioned  in  his  juftification,  ow- 
ed to  his  oeconomy  and  good  managj^menr^  that  great  fortune  of  which  he  was  pof- 
fefled.  As  to  the  confpiracy,  it  was  undoubtedly  .a  contrivance  of  his  enemies  ^ 
but  tho'  his  integrity  was  untainted  in  this  particular,  his  repuution  was  not  with* 
out  blemifh.  It  is  beyond  difputc,  that  after  mir  vais  was  fcnt  prifoncr  to  isfa- 
H  AN,  FATEY  ALi  KHAN  took  him  undcr  his  protection,  and  fent  him  back  to  kan^ 
DAKAR.  Now,  whether  he  was  moved  by  conipaf&on  for  that  prince^  who  was  a 
suNNi,  as  wellashimfelfi  by  an  averfion  to  gurghin  khan^  or  laftly,  through 
the  temptation  of  the  great  prefents  he  received  from  the  prifoncr,  and  a  belief  of 
the  fincerity  of  that  artful  afchan,  it  was  certainly  a  dangerous  ftep,  and  the  con* 
^quences  fufEcient  to  render  his  fidelity  fufpec^ed.  Befides,  he  was  already  ap^ 
pointed  athemat  doulet,  or  of  the  fame  party  as  the  perfon  who  then  occupied 
that  poft,  when  KHOSROFF  khan  marched  againft  the  Afghans-,  and  this  cabal 
was  charged  with  being  the  caufe  of  the  death  of  that  prince,  and  of  the  toul  de- 
feat of  the  army,  as  no  car^  was  taken  to  fupply  them  with  necelfaries. 

Bui?  thefe  are  not  the  only  crimes  with  which  fome  writers  hare  ftained  tiie  me^ 
mory  of  this  minifter.  A  millionary,  who  was  at  shamakie  at  the  taking  of  that 
city,  aflerts,  thatFATEV  ali  khan,  provoked  at  not  having  been  abJe  to  obtain  o£ 
shah  HUSSEIN  the  abolition  of  the  carak%  imposed  on  the  sunnis,  and  the  cuf- 
tom  of  uttering  maledictions  againft  the  three  firft  caliphs,  with  which  the  Per- 
sians always  end  their  public  prayers,  formed  a  projeA  to  fubvert  the  government 
of  the  scHiAS,  and  to  afcend  the  throne  himfeJf.  If  he  really  did  entertain  any 
fuch  thoughts,  which  feems  td  nle  very  improbable,  no  nation  couH  be  depended 
on  fo  well  as  the  lessIgees,  bccanfe  he  was  dcfcetided  f^om  their  ancient  kings, 
and.  moreover  moft  of  their  tribes  are  of  this  k&.  The  fame  miffionary  imputed 
to  him,  that  he  engaged  the  lessees  to  take  up  arms,  and  nvake  incurfions  into 
the  province  of  shirvan  }  not  queftioning  but  as  a  confiderable  number  of  the  in- 
habitants profefTed  the  fame  religion,  the  province  wouM  (hake  oBT  the  yoke,  and 
join  their  forces  to  thofe  of  the  rebels. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  shah  hussein  remained  fo  ftrongly  perfuaded  of  the  inno* 
cence  of  this  minifter,  that  tho'  he  had  the  great  weaknefs  to  pardon  his  accufers, 
jtt  the  conduft  he  obferved  towards  thofe  who  had  been  confined  upon  this  ac- 
count, fufficiently  evinces  that  he  did  not  believe  him  guilty.  All  of  them,  with- 
out exception,  had  their  eftatcs  reftored  to  them  j  and  if  fome  who  were  pofleflcd 
of  governments  were  deprived  of  them,  and  others  detained  at  Isfahan,  this  was 
an  effedk  of  fear,  left  they  fhould  be  induced  by  their  refentments  to  juftify  the 
fufpicicrts  conceived  of  them.  Tho*  fhe  athemat  doulet^s  cftate  was  confifcated, 
yet^  the  fev€ral  portions  which  belonged  to  his  fonsin-law,  mahommed  is^ouli 

khan, 

*  A  poll-tax  paid  m  kahomiaeoan  countries  by  fubjeCls  who  are  of  a  different  religioo  ifom  that  of 
the  prince. 
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KHAN,  the  prince  of  kaket  %  and  to  the  koullar  agassi  \  brother  of  the  vali  iyio* 
of  GEORGIA  were  excepted,  as  their  wives  dowries.  The  fidelity  of  thefe  lords  was 
indeed  well  known,  and  they  were  not  included  in  the  number  of  thofe  whofe  con- 
duft  the  court  thought  it  neceffary  to  watch.  Lutf  ali  khan,  who  had  been 
confidered  as  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  pretended  confpiracy,  and  as  fuch  had  beefi 
removed  to  t/ehiraw,  underwent  no  other  piiniftjment  than  that  of  reftoring  to  the 
king  the  plunder  he  had  taken  upon  the  frontier.  When  he  came  to  Isfahan  he 
was  alfo  watched,  not  as  a  ftate-criminal,  but  as  a  man  who  had  juft  caufe  to  be 
difaffe&ed  to  the  government. 

This  ftorm  was  at  length  fucceeded  by  fome  days  of  calm.  The  lesoees,  whole  * 
incurfions  had  given  great  uneafinefs  to  the  court,  fent  deputies  to  Isfahan  to  fue 
for  a  reconciliation.  The  anxiety  with  which  their  revolt  had  filled  the  minds  of 
«HAH  HUSSEIN  and  liis  minifters*.  wa^s  well  foanded :  for  thofe  people  having  driven 
away  the  collectors  and  other  officers  belonging  to  the  king,  towards  the  beginning 
of  1 719  afiembled  to  the  number  of  two  tboufand  men,  commanded  by  mullah 
ABDALLAH,  and  KANLu  SABAN,  and  made  incurfions,  fpreading  terror  and  defola- 
tion  in  fome  of  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Georgia.  Their  reputation  and  forces 
having  incrcafed  by  their  fuccefs,  they  were  joined  by  a  body  of  neaj:  thirty  thou- 
fand  of  the  mhabitar^  of  shir  van,  who  were  of  the  feft  of  the  sunn  is,  and  puffa- 
cd  their  hoftilitics  to  the  gates  of  ganja  and  shamakie.  The  khan,  who  com- 
manded in  the  letter,  bav4ng  received  orders  to.  oppofe  thefe  hoftilities,  marched 
at  the  head  of  forty  tboiiSind  men  againft  the  febe^,  who  were  then  encamped  in 
-a  plain  between  ganja  and  the  borders  of  SHfuvAN.  But  juft  when  be  was  pre- 
paring  to  attadc  them,  fhey  furprized  Irimin  tbe  night,  cut  part  of  his  army  in 
pieces,  imd  aii5)eried<the  remainder.  The  khan  *  hiirrfelf  peri&ed  on  this  <x:cafion,  . 
wtdi  tnoft  of  Vr&  ♦pi'incTpaJ  officers. 

Thib  fear  of  4ie  Tcfentflient  'of  a  power  over  whom  thejr  had  obtained  fo  £gnal  ^a 
^tCkory,  was  notilhe  inrotSve  wh^kh  indoeed  thefe  people  do  fue  for  peace.  Xhoy 
-were  determined  to  tnake  fliis  ftep4>y'a  move  prelfcng  confideration  ;  which  i  ihall 
eKplain  by  tracfing  mapteeft  fomcw^lW  hi^er. 

Afteh  ;KvosRt>f^  XHAN  was'flfliin  before  kanpahai(9  vax:htanga,  ^s.the  eldefl: 
t>f  the  family,  ought  in  eourfc  to  "hive  fuccwded  him  in  tthc  dignicy  foi  vajli  of 
ts^fnt-GiA-,  bot  as  ht  t^dftSi  t©  wear-rtve  ourbant^  this  founger. brother,  tho*  i!be 
patriarch  of  that  country,  offered  himfelf  in  his  ftcad.  Their  father,  then  iiijrtji  t^: 
BEGHi  of  ISFAHAN,  tho*  a  MAHOMMEDAN  himfelf,  was  fo  incenfed  at  this  fcandalous  ;. 
prcypoTal,  that  he  ordered  tMs  frrefTtgious  prkft  rto  be  hoAinadoedo  and  J(ep(  M  his 
ifecerflotsd  fun^ion.    IThe  mveftiture  of  «b|5  principalivy  was  than  ^bvn  Jo  tiieibiQd 


A  ICakst,  a  prowiii6e,»tlie«goiveQtitteiit4crf^i<hick  isivnetimeB  joiotd  t9  th^>pf  ti^A»tLA-PiA^.,j(»od  ^me- 
itimaBtMdiat  of  tuMCii.^-  ItiomMi  had  its  geiveial^Qveinors ^  .from  Jvhepce  .tbey.iuve  de^iy^ ^e 
xaoif  <^  prince.  .^  Thcchi^f  of  the  flaves ;  a  bcyiy  of  cavalry,  pompoTed-Qf  mpnof  dillid6lioD» 

who  ftile  themT(flvcs  the  king's  flaves.  «  This  bciiig  the  firft^3a«<k  off  any  troufeqiitncc  that  was 

fought  bet«veen  the  «*»»m  ir^s  and  'i/BtoMt  10^11  u.M»i4ftft  tKeign,  niideisic.pffttMfaie,  dnf  cbis.lotMP  waa 
•flitJie()hew  of  fatey  ali  khan*  mentioned  in  his  vindication,  pge  134.  '  This  is  fometimes  afed 
asanexpreffion  to  denote  the  MAHOMMEDAN  religion;  tho*  the  Armenians,  who  are  chrifQans,  Weai^ 
iurbants  in  p£R»iA. 
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1710.  foD,  who  being  leis  fcrtipulous  than  the  cldeft,  and  Tome  what  ]ef$  culpable  than  the 
fecond,  embraced  the  mahommedan  religion. 

Vachtakga,  tho'  baniflied  to  kherman^  perfevered  in  his  glorious  refbluttoa 
many  years  ;  but  at  length  the  folicitations  of  the  court,  joined  to  the  irkromnefs 
of  his  exile,  overcame  his  conftancy  :  he  renounced,  or  more  probably  pretended 
that  he  renounced,  chriftianity ;  and  in  confequence  thereof  was  named  vali  of 
GEORGIA.  This  new  prince  repaired  to  tefflis  in  1719,  where  he  beheld  with 
Ibrrowand  indignation,  the  devaftations  which  the  lesgees  had  committed  in  his 
territories ;  and  determined  to  revenge  the  caufe  of  his  people  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  fhould  fecure  them  for  ages  againft  their  dangerous  neighbours.  Having  ob- 
tained the  confent  of  the  nobility,  who  were  convened  upon  this  account,  he  order- 
ed every  Georgian  that  was  able  to  bear  arms,  to  join  him  in  that  capital  *,  and 
the  enfuing  fpring  would  have  been  ready  to  take  the  field  at  the  head  of  (ixty 
thoufand  men. 

The  lesgees  faw  into  this  defign,  and  concluded  they  were  undone  :  their  only 
refource  was  to  implore  the  clemency  of  shah  hussein,  and  to  perfuade  this- prince 
to  interpofe  his  authority  in  their  favour.  Such  was  the  motive  of  the  deputation 
they  now  fent.  Ihe  Georgians  were  in  arms,  when  the  king's  firll  mullah,  and 
the  phyfician  %  invoked  their  infernal  genius  to  conjure  up  another  ftorm.  Thefe 
treacherous  courtiers,  reflecting  that  a  fon-in-law  of  the  athemat  doulbt,  who 
lately  fell  a  facrifice  'to  their  impoftures,  was  brother  to  vachtanoa  i  were  afraid 
left  after  having  defeated  the  lesgees,  thia prince  migh\  attempt  to  make  ufe  of  {o 
fine  an  army,  to  oblige  the  court  to  punifli  them  for  their  iniquitous  conduA. 
They  availed  themfelves  therefore  of  the  afcendant  they  had  gained  over  their  weak 
and  deluded  fovereign,  and  reprefented  that  vachtanga,  after  defeating  his  ene- 
mies, might  occafion  great  troubles  in  Persia,  efpecially  as  it  would  then  be  very 
cafy  for  h'un  to  receive  cdcifiderable  fuccours  from  Russia  by  fea:  therefore  the 
only  way  to  prevent  thefe  misfortunes,  would  be  to  grant  z  peace  to  the  lbsgcbs, 
and  order  the  vali  to  ceafe  ail  hoftilities.  Such  a  ftep  would  oblige  this  Georgian 

frince  to  difband  his  troops,  and  remove  all  apprehenfion  of  danger  from  his  amb- 
ition \  moreover,  that  this  meafure  would  prevent  the  depopulation  of  a  province^ 
which  the  vicinity  of  the  fea  rendered  very  confiderable,  without  ezpoGng  Persia 
to  any  future  invafions  from  thofe  people  ;  for  the  dread  of  being  delivered  up  ta 
the  refentm^nt  of  the  oeorgiaks,  would  nece0arilycoDtaia  them  within  the  bounda 
of  their  duty. 

Sham  hussein,  perfiiaded  by  this  artful  dilcourle,  made  no  difficulty  to  grant » 
peace  to  the  rebels.  And  without  keeping  any  mcafiires  with  the  vali  of  oeort 
GiA,  he  forbad  him  in  the  moft  imperious  and  haughty  manner  to  give  them  VLOf 
further  difturbance.  His  orders  were :  **  If  you  have  got  your  foot  in  the  ftirrupit. 
*•  alight  immediately.  If  you  have  drawn  your  fabie,  put  it  diwAly  into  the  foab*- 
**  %ard  ;.  and  if  you  are  in  purfuitof  the  lesgees,  ftop  the  moment  you  receive  our 
^*  commands.  In  a  word,  take  the  utmoft  care  not  to  infringe  the  peace  which  thefe^ 
^  people  have  obtained  from  the  denaency  of  him  whom  the  univerfe  obeys.*' 
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Vachtakoa,  was  already  in  full  inarch,  and  upon  the  point  of  crufliing  his  ene-  1720. 
miesy  when  he  received  thefe  ftrift  and  unwelcome  orders.  It  is  getierally  believed 
that  the  only  motive  which  induct  him  to  ftpp  his  purfuit,  and  OTey  thefe  impru- 
dent orders  of  the  pensiAN  court,  arofe  from  an  apprehenfion  left  the  chiefs  of  the 
nation  (hould  defert  him,  as  they  had  formerly  delerted  ovrghin  khan.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  he  declared  he  would  obsy,  but  it  was  in  terms  that  clearly  demon* 
ftrated  the  height  of  his  refentment.  After'ordering  the  courier  into  his  prefence,  he 
drew  his  fabre,  and  fwore  he  would  never  fight  again  in  the  fervice  of  the  king» 
nor  in  the  defence  of  Persia.  He  then  diibanded  his  troops,  and  withdrew  to 
jBFFJLis,  fully  determintd  to  obferve  his  oath  inviolate. 
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THE 

Revolutions   of  PERSIA,. 

F  R  O  M    T  H  E 

Commencement  of  the  year  1721. 

TO    THE 

Battle    of    GULNABAD    in   1722. 

CHAP     L 

Pacific  difpojiiions  of  the  Afghans.  Arrival  of  the  Turkish  embajfador  atA^fK- 
HAN.  Hussein  fends  an  embajfador  to  the  grand  Jipuor ;  and^  frightened  by  various 
prefagesj  returns  to  Isfahan.  7^^^  lesgees  take  ^kauakiz  and  shikvau^  beat 
the  KHAN  ^/erivan,  and  lay /lege  to  ganja.     The  court  in  great  confternation. 

1721.  fk  T  the  commencement  of  this  year,  things  leemed  to  promife  tranquillity. 
LjL  The  ready  fubmiffion  of  the  vali  of  ceorgi a,  and  the  pacification  of  da- 
JLJL  gestan,  put  an  end  to  the  anxiety  which  had  been  created  by  the  formida- 
ble army  of  that  prince,  and  by  the  excurfions  of  the  lesgees.  Advice  was  alfo 
come,  that  the  rebels  of  kandahar,  intimidated  by  their  defeat,  were  ready  to 
tntertncb  an  accommodation :  and  the  peace  with  the  arabs,  with  the  reftitution  of 
the  iQe  of  baharai,  which  were  negotiated  by  the  king's  orders,  by^  means  of 
eight  thoufand  tomans  %  gave  room  to  hope,  that  the  empire  thus  delivered  from 
lier  principal  enemies,  might  fubdue  the  reft,  whom  fear  and  example  would  here- 
after contain  within  proper  bounds. 

But  there  was  yet  one  circumftance  which  ftill  difturbed  the  court.  They  had 
heard  by  letters  from  hassan  basha,  the  governor  of  bagdat,  that  an  ambafla- 
dor  from  the  ottoman  port  was  ready  toTet  out  for  tmhikah  :  and  as  it  was  well 
known  that  the  grand  vizir  ^  ali  bacha  %  defigned  to  declare  war  againft  Persia, 

when 

*  Twen^  thoufand  pounds.  ^  Vazir  or  vizir,  in  the  Arabian  tongue  iigniiies  a  porter.    In 

TURKY  this  title  is  ^iven  to  the  cooitfe1hm«of  ible4  aaiiilna  nf  viKir^uum,  or  grand  vizir,  to  the  firft 
ininifter.  ^  This  minifter  was  nmnAcdbk  im  Im  hnqgii^ ^  luitSic'VMff  kffm^  and  hated  the  chn- 

fiians,  whom  he  coniidered  as-tbeioKttral^aiGiDanitfiihnfflet. 
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when  he  was kiHcd  at  the  battle  of  PtTBRWA.RADiM*j, they  had  rcafon  to  appre-iyzi. 
hend,  left  his  fucceflbr  (bould  infpiM  the  grand  figmor  with  the  iame  feniicncms, 
efpecially  at  a  cinie  when  the  peace  of  passarowitz,  and  the  cefiacion  oi'  the  \f\- 
teftine  commotions  of  that  kingdom,  aflbrded  a  tayourable  opportunicy  for  fuch  an 
undertaking.  « 

'  Under  thcfe  circumftances,  the  timorous  court  of  hussbin  concluded  that  this 
minifter  was  come  to  demand  the  cefHon  of  fome  province,  and  to  declare  war  in 
caie  of  a  refufal.  And  tho'  the  king  had  already  reiohred  to  fend  ati  ambaifiklor  to 
CONST ANTiNOPLE^  in  Order  to  found  the  difpofition  of  the  port  \  and,  if  there  (hould 
be  occafion,  to  purchafe  the  continuation  of  the  peace,  by  oflfering  ea  yield  fome 
extent  of  territory  towards  £Rivan  or  kerkoud  *,.  yet  the  uncertainty  he  was  under,, 
whether  the  tu  r  ks  would  be  contented  with  tbefe  terms,  occafiooed  great  uoeafi* 
nefs. 

As  the  king  could  not  avokl  giving  audience  U>  this  mintfter»  the  governors  of 
the  places  through  whkh  he  wgs  to  pafs»  had  orders  to  receive  him  with  all  the  ho- 
nours and  refped^  due  to  his  chara^er.  He  came  by  kjbrmansha,  hamadan,, 
DERGHBsiN,  and  CASBiN  to  TiKHiRAN,  where  he  arrived  towards  the  beginning  of 
jAKUART  172 1>  two  OKMich^  after  hia  departure  from  the  frontier^  and  thiedtfgrace 

of  the  ATHEMAT  DOULET. 

The  eixvbaflador,  whole  name  waa  dovri  bffbn i>i  \  has  given  the  following  re- 
lation himfelf  of  the  ceremony  of  his  audience.   ^^  In  this  order  I  went  •>  the  palace 
*^  of  TCHARBACy  whcre  haying  alighfed  from  my  horfe  at  the  third  gate,  1  entered* 
*^  the  audience  chamber*    The  snah  was  fcatedoppofite  the  door :  at  his  right  and' 
^  left  were  a  great  nuinber  of  officers'" :  there  were  aUb  dnrty  fxrsians  *  magniii- 
**  cently  armed,  and  about  ten  minifters  or  gj^eat  officers  of  the  kingdom  *,  the  lat- 
**  ter  were  feated,     I  paffed  thro*  the  midft  of  them  with  a  ftately  gait<*,  I  wore  a 
*^  ftiff  turbant  on  my  head>  a  gown  lined  with  (able  on  my  (houldersy  and  held  the 
*'  imperial  letter  as  high  as  my  head.     I  walked  on  very  gently  till  I  came  near  the- 
^^  fofaj  on  which  the  shah  was  feated )  and  when  I  was  within  two  fteps  of  him^  I 
^*  railed  the  imperial  kuer  with  my  right  band ;  and  with  my  left,  1  ikluted  him; 
^*  in  the  manner  fovereigns  are  faluted  %  and  I  fpoke  to  him  thus : 

•*  May  health  refide  with  thee':  God  prefervc  me  from-tfar  schestha^^  alra^ 
♦*  oiM.  In  the  name  of  the  moft  merciful  God,  this  prefent  writing  tells  thee  the 
**  truth  ''•     Behold  the  moft:  happy  and  moft  magnificent  imperial  letter  of  their 

**  ma- 

*  A  ftroae  town bf  frOLAV^dMiA  oniSbe  bANirBS,  falijeifttotlieh«uie€#AVS'fArA.  ^Uvftnoi 

fignticB  ikillVimlaw.  *  Beglerbegt  and  khans.  *'0(  thofe  who  are  called  xv7.2Le;sa»h^ 

wUch  Tidies  red  heads  9  lb  ca^  from  the  aimfcm  caps  worn  when  they  were  fir  ft  fbrMed  into  a  body 
•Oder  this  nanie,  by  shbich  HiYna,  fathsrof  ismabi.  L  the  founder  of  the  sbf^ r£  dynaiy.  They 
have  been  fometimes  confidered  as  the  janifaries^  or  more  properly  ingedievris  among  tiie  ru  r  K8>  tho^ 
this  difbndion  is  ia  a  great  meafare  loft,  for  the  PBasiAN  foldiers  acra  people  in  general  wear  crimCoa'. 
caps }  the  only  diaiaaiOn  k  that  the  corps  of  every  different  nation  a#e  Kept  dtaiaA.  ^  I  prefome  h^ 
took  the  hem  of  fass  garment  and  kifled  it.  '  The  tv  a  as  generally  begin  all  their  recttali  and  writings 
with  an  invocation.  a  Scmbithan  orsATHAN^  wkh  us  fatan;  whom  the  mahommedans  believe: 

10  have  been  cnried  for  having  refifted  the  will  of  Oon,  when  he  was  commanded  eo  proftrate  himfcfl/ 
before  adam..   Ragim,  accoxdiog  to  fome  conmientatorsp  fignifies  deprived  of  grace.         ^  A.pail'aga<^ 
of  the  khoran. 
3 
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1721.  "  majellies,  the  moft  magnificent,  the  mod  formidable,  the  moft  majcftic,  the 
♦«  moft  potent  sultan  achmed,  khan  gazi  • ;  may  God  give  glory  to  thofc  who 
*'  affift  him;  fovcreign  of  the  two  continents,  emperor  of  the  two  feas* ;  who  is 
*'  a  iecond  Alexander  zul  karnein  * ;  fervant  of  the  holy  oriental  cities*  ; 
"  fultan,  fon  of  a  fultan.  He  wiQics  all  health  to  the  moft  fortunate  prefcncc  of 
**  their  majefties,  the  shah  jemja  %  whofe  crown  glitters  like  the  lun,  anddefires 
**  to  be  informed  of  his  precious  health. 

•*  I  MADE  him  this  compliment  in  the  tone  in  which  we  fing  the  ezan  ^  throw- 
"  ing  my  words  into  a  cadence.  The  prime  miniftcr  •,  who  was  during  this  time 
•*  on  my  right  hands  attempted  twice  to  take  the  impciiaJ  letter  from  me  ;  but  I 
'*  took  no  notice  of  him.  The  shah  himfeif  ftretched  out  his  hand  with  the  fame 
**  intent ;  but  your  flave  *  caft  his  eyes  on  no  fort  of  ohjed  till  he  had  finiflied  his 
•*  harangue.  Then  I  kifled  the  imperial  letter;  and  raifing  it  twice  to  my  head,  I 
*^  prefented  it  to  the  shah,  who  had  already  thrice  offered  to  take  it.  Heraifed 
^^  himfelf  on  his  knees  to  receive  it ;  and  having  kifled  it,  he  made  a  fign  to  the 
*^  chief  of  his  eunuchs  S  who  came  for  it,  kifled  it,  raifed  it  twice  to  his  head,  and 
^^  then  held  it  in  his  hands.  The  shah  ordered  me  at  the  fame  time  to  fit  down  ; 
**  but  your  flave  out  of  refpeA  refufed  it.  He  commanded  me  a  fecon'd  time  ;  and 
^^  as  I  continued  to  refufe  it,  the  chief  mafter  of  the  ceremonies '  took  me  hold  by 
^*  the  arniSy  and  forced  me  to  fit  down.** 

The  king  aflced  the  embaflador  many  queftions ;  and  after  they  had  dined  in  the 
fame  hall  according  to  cuftom,  he  took  his  leave  of  the  king,  and  retired.    The 
loth  of  march""  shah  HUSSEIN  gavc  audicncc  for  the  third  and  laft  time  to  this 
embaflador:  on  which  occafion  a  minifter  from  russta,  two  envoys  from  the  ous-' 
BEGS,  and  ninety -four  deputies  of  the  lesgees  were  introduced.     The  latter  were' 
come  to  demand,  each  in  the  name  of  his  particular  tribe,  the  ordinary  fubfidies,  the 
payment  of  which  had  been  fettled  by  the  late  peace.     The  king  being  pre-poflefl!cd 
with  an  opinion  that  the  Turks  intended  to  take  an  advantage  of  the  divifions 
which  had  rent  the  kingdom,  was  agreeably  furprized  when  the  embaflfador  of  the 
port  aflfured  him,  that  his  mafter  was  fully  determined  to  obferve  the  peace.     The' 
beginningof  APRIL  the  TURKISH  embaflador  fet  out  on  his  return  to  Constanti- 
nople.   Mortaza  kouli  khan,  appointed  embaflador  to  that  court,  was  alfo 
Ereparing  to  take  the  fame  rout,  with  a  more  explicit  anfwer  than  that  which  tht 
ing  had  given  to  the  Turkish  minifter. 

In 

*Thit  famame  is  given  to  thofe  mahom icEbAti  princes,  who  Kave  mide  conquefts  over  tht  enemies 
of  their  relieion.  ^  The  black  sea,  and  the  auchipklago.  «  With  two  horns» 

that  is,  whole  empire  embraces  the  eaft  and  weft,  named  by  the  eaftem  people  the  horns  of  the  world. 
'  Mecca  and  MB911IA.  *  As  great  and  as  potent  as  gem  or  01  a msch id,  an  ancient  king  of  Per- 
sia. . '  The  B  z  A  N  is  what  they  cry  Bvt  times  with  a  load  voice  finom  their  turrets,  to  give  the  peo- 
ple notice  that  it  is  the  hour  of  prayer.  i  Athbmbt  dovlbt.  **  Giamchid,  the  anaent 
king  of  P  B  R  8 1 A  juft  mentioned,  gave  the  preference  to  the  left ;  though  in  general  the  right  is  efleemcd  in 
the  eaft,  as  with  us  in  Europe.  *•  This  defcription  was  given  to  the  grand  fignior.  ^  The 
^isLAR  AGA.  '  The  EsiK  aoasi  bashi,  chicf  mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  whole  office  it  is  to  hold 
the  ^mbafiadors  by  the  arm,  while  they  pay  tlttir  xtfpe&s  to  the  king.  ^  Venal  equinox,  or  per- 
^  IhA  N  new-years-day. 
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In  the  mean  while,  the  shah  received  frefh  alarms  from  the  caftern  parts  of  the  172  k*, 
empire:  the  governor  of  m esc hed  fent  an  exprefs  to  acquaint  the  court  that  the 
ABDOLLEES  of  HERAT  had  made  great  incurfions-,  obfcrving,'  that  if  fpeedy  mea- 
fures  were  not  taken  to  proteft  mesched  and  its  dependencies,  they  muft  fbon  be 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  rebels.  This  intelligence  was  foon  followed  by  news  of 
a  more  dreadful  nature:  the  26th  of  the  fame  month,  tavris,  the  fecond  city  of 
the  kingdom,  and  capital  of  the  province  of  ader^eitzan,  was  deftroyed  by  an 
earthquake,  in  which  near  a  hundred  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  perifli-d  *. 

Under  thefe  melancholy  circumftances,  shah  hussein  prepared  to  take  his  leave 
of  T^HiRAN,  and  return  to  Isfahan,  where  he  arrived  with  his  whole  court  the 
firftof  JUNE.  Towards  the  end  of  this  month,  the  confternation  of  the  people 
was  increafed  by  a  phsenomenon,  which  might  be  confidered  as  fuch  in  that  cli- 
mate. They  were  ten  days  without  feeing  the  fun  \  during  that  time,  it  is  faid^ 
the  horizon  was  covered  with  a  reddilh  cloud,  with  but  little  more  light  than  when 
the  fun  is  totally  eclipfed  ^.  The  aftrologers  pretended  that  all  thefe  figns  prefaged 
great  misfortunes  to  Isfahan  ;  and  the  king  having  queftioned' them  concerning  the 
nature  6f  thefe  calamities,  fome  of  them  predifted  an  earthquake  like  to  that  which 
had  lately  happened  at  tavris:  others,  that  fire,  would  fall  from  heaven  and  caufe 
a  general  conflagration  ;  but  not  one  of  them  had  fenfe  enough  to  fee,  or  not  ho- 
nefty  and  courage  enough  to  tell  this  monarch,  that  his  effeminacy  and  weakneft 
had  rendered  him  contemptible,  and  that  his  own  fubjefts,  no  longer  reftrained  by 
any  fenfe  of  obedience,  would  be  thcmfelves  the  caufe  of  all  the  misfortunes  wrth 
which  he  was  threatened.  Frightened  at  thefe  prediftions,  the  king  quitted  his  pa- 
lace, and  lodged  in  tents:  part  of  the  court  and  of  the  inhabitants  having  followed 
his*  example;  the  gardens  and  publifc  fquares  were  filled  with  people. 

Things  were  in  this  fituation,  when  a  newdifgrace  fcemed  already  to  verify  the 
prediftion.  The  lesgees,  unmindful  of  their  great  obligations  to  hussein,  re- 
ifiembered  only  the  oath  of  vachtanga  the  vali  of  Georgia  ;'  and  being  informed 
nrortover  that  from  a  ftrong  perfuafion  of  their  not  daring  to  break  a  peace,  which 
had  been  granted  as  fo  high  a  favour,  the  court  had  taken  -no  precaution  to  guard 
the  neighbouring  provinces,  they  were  emboldened  to  make  an  irruption  into  shir- 
VAN,  under  the  command  of  sultan  ibrahim,  and  dhoud  b-eg-,  their  chiefs; 

The  pretext  with  which  thefe  treacherous  and  unquiet  people  covered  this  revoltv 
was'tH«  difgrace  of  fatey  ali'  khAn,  who  had  been  condemned,  they  faid,  be- 
caufe  he  was  defcended  from  their  ancient  fovereigns.  They  foon  made  thenafelves 
mafters  of  the  flat  country :  but  their  aim  was  above  plundering  villages  and  de- 
ftroying  dcfencelefs  peafants.  The  riches  of  shamakie,  the  capital  of  shirvam^ 
Equally  excited  the  ambition  and  the  avarice  of  their  generals  -,  and  tho*  their  armyi 
which  confifted  only  of  fifteen  thoufand  men,  did  not  feem  -ftrong  enough  fgt  the- 
cxecution  of  fuch  a  projeft,  yet  they  appeared  the.  15th  of  august  before  that  city, 
in  hopes  that  they  fliould  be  favoured  in  their  enterprize  by  the  sunnis,  of  whom 

the 

•  The  fame  fate  happened  in  1657.  ^  This  circumftance,  tho*  ferioufly  attcftcd,  the  reader  is  at 

h\s  liberty  to  believe :  when  mens  minds  are  diftem^erM  with  fear,  they  ea%  imagine  they  fee  fpe An^ 
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1721.  the  moft  aumerous  part  of  ihe  inhabkants  were  ^mpoledi  Thk,  conjcfture  was^ 
juftififid  by  die  event.  The  governor,  hussein  khan,  knowing  bow  little  he  had 
ta  depend  on  the  fidelity  of  the  citizens,  made  no  fally,  left  he  (hould  be  delertcd 
by  the  peopk  that  followed  him,  or  betrayed  by  thofc  who  ftaid  behkid  in  the  town ; 
therefore  he  determined  to  make  as  good  a  defence  as  polBble  widiin  the  walls. 
This  refolution,  which  was  the  only  one  he  could  take,  enabled  him  to  repullethc 
a,ctacks  of  the  enemy  for  the  fpace  of  twenty -five  days ;  and  perhaps  the  length  of  the 
fiqge  would  have  tired  out  the  lesgzxs,  if  the  sunnis,  who  kept  a  correfpondence 
with  the  enemy,  had  not  found  means,  in  fpite  of  all  the  vigilance  of  the  governor, 
to  open  one  of  the  gates  to  them*  The  befiegers  rulhed  in  immediately,  making 
hideous  fliouts ;  but  altho*  the  garrifon  was  furprized,  they  were  not  beaten.  All 
the  Luozas  could  compafs  that  day,  was  to  force  their  way  to  the  sunnis  quarter, 
where  they  entrenched  themlelves.    Early  the  next  morning  they  marched  out  ia 

tpod  onler^  intending  to  complete  the  conqueft  of  the  city.  The  governor  made 
)t»  ftand  againft  them ;  but  perceiving  that  he  was  deferted  or  betrayed  l^  his 
jfcapky  he  ei]deavoured  to  provide  for  his  own  lafety  by  flight.  His  loyalty  and 
courage  had  prevented  his  t^ng  this  refolution  in  time ;  for  the  enemy  having  de** 
uched  fome  cavalry^  they  foon  brought  him  back  to  the  town. 

The  fituationof  shamakie  rendered  it  a  ftaplebetwe'en  the  Russians  and  PEasr^ 
A,Ka  i  bvt  the  great  plunder  of  it  did  not  fatisfy  the  avarice  of  the  lssgees  ;  dxeir  ge-. 
Berala  wese  hurried  by  this  bafe  paflion^  to  commit  the  moft  barbarous  cn^elties  oc^ 
the  ui^brtunaie  hussein  khan.  They  put  him  to  the  acuteft  tortures,  imagining  he 
kad  buried  hia  tieafure  i  but  whether  it  was  that  this  nobleman  had  not  concealed  aoj^ 
sioney,,  or,  indifierent  about  his  life^  did  not  regard  their  fiiry,  he  naade  no  diico- 
very  y  for  which  reafon  they  cut  him  in  pieces,  together  with  his  nephew,  and  zjoq* 
ther  of  bis  relations,,  and  fiung  their  boaiesto  the  dogs. 

Abovt  fiwr  thou£ind  inhabitants  were  put  to  the  fword ;  and  the  maflacre  would 
have  been  greater,  if  many  had  not  fled  the  night  on  which  the  enemy  entrenched 
themfelves  in  the  quarters  of  the  sunnis,  who  were  all  fpared  from  the  fword,  aa^ 
being  of  the  fame  fed  as  the  lbsgebs.  Thefe  people  alfo  fpared  the  wives  and  chil^ 
dren  of  the  schias,  not  through  any  motive  of  compaffion,  but  becaufe,  according 
to  th«r  Ww,  the  right  of  conqueft  had  made  them  their  flaves.  The  sunnis  an§ 
schias  were  not  the  only  inhabiunts ;  there  was  likewife  a  confiderable  number  of 
^RMBKiANS,  JEWS,  INDIAN  idolateFS,  and  feveral  Russian  merchants;  and  tho* 
the  conquerors  granted  no  quarters  to  the  schias,  except  to  thofe  whom  they  made 
flaves,  yet  a  fenfe  of  juftice  prevented  their  confounding  thefe  people  with  the 
cpemyY  ^nd  confidering  them  as  ftrangers,  they  fpared  the  lives  and  liberty  df  thefe 
diffei^at  nations,  but  not  their  property :  for  they  ftripped  their  habitations  of  everj 
thing  that  was  valuable.  The  Russians,  loft  a  great  value  S  which  concribqted  to* 
create  new  enemies  againft  ^ersja,  as  we  flsali  fee  hereafter. 

So  many  mi^ortunes^  upon  the  back  of  each  other,  completed  the  confternation 
of  the  divan.    Shah  hussein,  who  had  neither  refolution  enough  to  bear  fuch  a* 

reverfe^ 

*  Aboiit  one  hmutedthbttfand  tpwd^    Seet  Vol.  I.  p.  7..  loft  iUhiMd  hf  ybvacinou,  RMtstiAHs 

nerchaiu. 
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YtvtrtfeoFfoittfnt.  nor  abHicies  fulfidemto  previ^nt  any  further  ili  confeiqucnces,  i^an 
Was  the  firft  whom  die  weight  of  the  burthen  overcame.  Being  convinced  that  hea^ 
Ven  had  declared  againft  him,  he  thought  no  longer  of  ftruggling  with  his  mi^for^ 
tunes,  but  bent  his  whole  attention  to  appeafe  the  divine  wrath.  All  public  diver- 
fions  were  forbidden ;  harlots  were  expelled  the  townt  faftings  and  public  prayers 
were  ordained ;  and  the  ministers  of  religion  appeared  in  the  public  fauates  and 
market-places,  exhorting  the  people  to  avert,  by  a  (incere  repenunce,  the  calami- 
ties impending  over  their  heads.  This  conduft,  if  it  was  pious,  was  not  politic^ 
for  it  rendered  the  confternation  general ;  the  people  in  every  part  of  Che  town  be^ 
ing  heard  to  fay  in  a  mournful  voice,  ^^  cheik  oglou  *  has  finifhed  his  career  i  tht 
*'  fatal  period  of  his  government  is  come  i  his  tottering  throne  is  going  to  cru(h  us 
**  under  its  ruins." 

In  the  mean  time  the  lesgbss,  who  had  made  themlelves  mailers  of  itiAMAkrBi 
took  poffiiiion  of  the  reft  of  shirvan  $  and  knowing  that  the  khan  of  erivan^ 
with  forty  thoufand  men,  had  orders  to  throw  himfelf  into  oanja,  they  pafled  the 
KURA,  and  marching  forward  to  meet  him,  came  to  an  engagement,  which  conti^- 
buted  to  increafe  the  triumph  of  the  rebels.  This  army  being  continually  harrafled^ 
was  at  length  put  to  flight  i  fome  fled  towards  srivan,  others  to  oanja,  where 
tht  LEsoEBS,  after  making  themfelves  matters  of  bis  camp  and  equipage^  befieged 
him. 


C    H    A    R      II. 

MtR  MAGHivruD  tHOTches  mtb fifteen  thoufand  meh^  and  takis  the  city  c/khermaw. 
He  lays  fiege  to  yezd,  hut  is  obliged  to  retire.  He  leads  ins  army  through  defers* 
towards  isr  AH  AH.  The  Persians  offofe  him.  Btottk  ^  gvLsab  ad.  -  The  Af- 
ghans defeat  the  Persians.    CondttS  of  the  Vali  I{^  ARABtA* 

PER  S 1 A  thus  faw  hcrfclf  threatened  with  a  ftofm  from  eVery  ^e,  whei^  j4iA 
MAGHMUD,  the  moft  formidable  of  her  enemies,  difclofed  his  ambitious  de^ 
figns.  The  ArotiANS,  difheartetied  by  their  defeat  before  kmerm an,  had  confidered 
theiDfelves  as  utterly  undone,  when  they  heard  that  lx^tp  Att  khai*  was  making 
|ir^«rations  for  the  fi^e  of  k  and  ahar.  The  prudence  and  valour  of  this  general^ 
the  number  and  difcipline  of  his  troops,  and  the  quantity  of  ammunition  and  provlv 
fions  with  whkh  his  magazines  were  filled,  made  them  conclude  that  their  ruin  wai 
inevitable.  In  this  fituadon,  their  whole  nation  were  dcflrous  of  a  peate^  and 
waited  only  for  ^e  approach  of  the  enemy  to  fue  for  it.  But  when  they  htard  t»f 
the  ftrange  impfifonment  of  lxjtp  ah  khan,  and  the  diibanding  of  his  army,  le<» 
curity  and  joy  fnoceeded  their  fear :  the  authority  of  their  chief,  which  had  been  in 
feme  meafure  deftroyed  by  tfaefe  melancholy  drcumftaAces,  was  again  eftabliflied. 

U  t  TftE 

^  Theldag,  whosttheibnof  chbik,  a  name  pvcn  to  tkc  kings  of  Persia  of  dietSFPisd/naiyf 
foecaufe  they  were  dcCmdcd  from  cheik  strf  iji^ 
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1721.  The  firft  ufe  which  maghmud  made  of  this  change,  was  to  put  himfelf  in  a  condi* 
tion  of  defence,  in  cafe  the  Persians  (hould  determine  to  purfue  their  dcfign.  With 
this  defign  he  raifed  troops,  ordered  arms  to  be  made,  and  filled  the  magazines 
with  every  thing  nectffary  to  hold  out  a  long  f.cyj.  '  Thefe  preparations  were  juft 
completed  at  kandahar,  when  they  heard  of  tli:  extremity  to  which  the  city  of 
MESCHLD  was  rcduced.  The  news  of  the  deftruftion  of  tavris,  and  of  the  irrup- 
tion of  the  LESGEES,  followed  foon  after.  Thefe  different  events  not  only  banifbed 
the  fears  of  the  Afghans,  but  gave  their  chief  an  opportunity  of  forming  new  refo- 
lutions. 

Maghmud's  apprehenfions  being  thus  removed,  he  began  to  think  of  becoming 
formidable  in  his  turn  :  the  ideas  of  conqucfts,  which  his  laft  defeat  feemed' to  have 
ftifled,  now  crowded  again  upon  his  imagination.  7*o  difpofc  the  Afghans  to  en- 
ter into  his  views,  he  reminded  them  of.  the  feveral  circumftances  t^hat  ought  to  riif- 
•fipate  every  thought,  of  danger:  he  obferved  to  them,  that  the  provinces  of  kan- 
Pahar,  heratj  sablestan,*mecran,  and  daghestan,  had  fhaken  off  the 
yoke;  that  sEGtSTAN,  kherman,  and  the  greatefl  part  of  the  vaft  country  of  kho- 
KASAN  bad  been  ravaged,  and  shirvan  invaded;  that  the  difperfion  of  the  army 
which  was  under  lutf  ali  khan,  and  the  oath  of  the  vali  of  Georgia,  rendered 
PERSIA  entirely  defencelefs.  He  put  them  in  mind  of  the  advantages  which  he  had 
obtained  over  this  nation,  at  a  time  when  her  power  was  really  great ;  and  inform- 
ing them  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  kourds,  the  ousbegs,  and  the  mascats;  he  pcr- 
fuaded  the  AFGHANS  into  a  belief,  that  the  throne  of  Persia  was  ready  to  fall  a 
prey  to  the  firft  who  would  venture  to  feize  on  it. 

Such  difcourfes  as  thefe,  accompanied  with  feveral  marks  of  his  liberality,  could 
not  but  make  an  imprcflion  on  the  minds  of  a  people,  naturally  inclined  to  war. 
Hence  they  talked  of  nothing  but  conquefts ;  and  the  hopes  of  booty  engaged  fif- 
teen thoufand  Afghans  to  lift  themfelves  under  his  banners.  He  was  fenfible  how- 
ever that  thefe  forces  were  not  anfwerable  to  the  greatnefs  of  his  defign,  and  there- 
fore applied  himfelf  to  the  means  of  increafing  them. 

For  this  purpofe  he  had  no  occafion  for  long  negotiations :  the  reftlefs  and^tur- 
bulent  fpirit  of  the  neighbouring  people  foon  determined  them  in  his  favour.  At 
the  fiift  news  of  an  intended  expedition  into  Persia,  the  abdollees,  baloushe^^ 
the  inhabitants. of  cabul,  and  the  neighbouring  country  flocked  to  b*fl>V  and  ina 
very  fhort  time  his  army  was  augmented,  by  thefe  adventurers  of  feveral  cowntri^s 
and  religions,  near  ten  thoufand  men.  Among  the  different  chiefs  who-^oincd  liiin> 
aman  OJE.A  brought  him  the  moft  confiderable  reinforcement:  this  capt^Jn,  whom 
fome  have  imagined  to  be  a  prince  of  cabul,  was  originally  only  a  fimple  derv^ifh; 
•  but,  chufing  a  military  life,'  was  now  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  tody  of  troops, 
and  joined  maghmud  as  an  ally:  embarking  in  this  enterprize*  upoo  condition,  of 
making  an  eq.uaj  divifion  of  the  fruits  of  their,  conquefts.  1  be  ynion  of  their  forces 
'  thus  conftituting  an  army  of  about  twenty-five  thoufand  fighting  n>en,  they  took 
with  them  a  few  elephants  for  burthen,  with  a  confiderable  number  of  camels-,  thefe 
with  their  drivers,  the  fervants  of  the  fqldiers,  and  the  domeftics  of  the  chiefs,  made 
tbis  army  appear  more  formidable  than  it  really  was,  but  maghmud  never  had  fo 

uttny. 
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jiiany  troops  under  his  command  before.  They  were  fcarce  aflemblcd,'  when  this  17.22. 
young  chiet  full  of  ardour,,  and  big  with,  expeftation,  entrufted  the  regency  of 
KANDAHAR  to  his  brother,  and  began  his  march.  He  croffcd  the  deferts  of  segbs- 
TAN  with  the  fame  precaution  and  fatigue  as  he  had  done  the  preceding  year  •,  and 
entering  KE^RMjAN,  towards  the  beginning  of  January  this  year,  he  fat  down  be- 
fore the  capital  of  that  prpvince*     *  :     .         . 

This  city  made  but  a  f^int  rcfiftance.  ThePERSEES*,  and  the  Indians,  who 
were  fettled  there^  having  refufed  to  fight  againft  an  army  which  confifted  partly 
of  .troops,  of  thcii^qwn  n^t|oni;fppn  obliged,  the  remainder  of  the  inhabitants,  wha 
in  Other  refpefts  w,er?  ijot  ptepar^d.fpr.  a  fiegc,  to  open  the  gates  to  the  enemy. 
When  MAG H MUD  was  mafter  of  the  town,  his  next  point  was  to  take  the  citadel  r 
for  this  purpofe  he  tried  feveral  times  to  carry  it  by  aifault  -,  not  having  any  can- 
non fit  for  a  fiege,  whi^^qfft^  to  be  the  only  way  he  could  take  it:  but  he  met 
With Tuch  a  warm  and  gallant  jfccepjion  from  the  garrifon,  which  had  been  left  there 
by  JL^TF  ALi  KHA^  that  h^  :ffton  b^^gft*^  to  defpair  of  fucccfe.  He  was  fenfible  of 
.the  confequenccs  9f  J^iswndeitaldngc  hei^ould  not  raife  thefiegc  yrithout  acknow- 
kd^g  himfclf  c^feated,y  ap  the  very  commencement  of  the. campaign.  Befidesi 
•how,  c^uld  he  pretend,,  after  mifcar/ying  tefore  To  inconfiderablea  place,  to  attack 
the  capital  of  4  vaft  empire?  But  it  was  yet  a  greater  difficulty  by  wharmeansto 
take  a  citadel  ftrongly  fortified,  and  provided  with  a  numerous  garrifon.  Some  of 
the  braveft  of  his  men  bad  throjvn  away  their  lives  to  no  purpofe ;  and  feveral 
others,'  difcouraged  by  the.repulfe,  defertedbim,  and  let  out  on;tbeir  return  tOKAN- 
DAKAR  »  infomuchtlutifhepetfifled  \n  bis,dfifign»  it  feemed  to  threaten  the  total 
difperfion  of  his  army.* 

.  WHILST  MAGHMup-'fitnind  was  agitated  What  meafures  to  purfue,  the  governor,, 
.frightened  St  f«ch  vigorous  attacks,  or.apprehenfive  of  the  want  of  provifions,  of- 
fered to  treat  with  the  befieg^'Sf  He  required  that  the  afghans  fhould  raife  the 
fiege  •,  and  on  his  fide  he  would  pay  s^  ranfpm  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  to- 
nians  ^  Tho*  the  tendency  of  this  eactraprdinary  capitulation  was  toprefcrve,  and 
not  to  furrender  the  place,  yet  the  prefcnt  pircumilances  were  fuch,  that  the  propo- 
sals were  received,  with  joy  j  and  asfoon  as  the  money  was  paidj  the  hoftilitie»: 
ceafed. 

,  Fortune  having  thus  favoured  maghmud,.  be  purfuedhia  firft  defign.  He  had 
^Ipft  near  four  thou^nd  jii^n  in croffing  5he  defert,  and  at  the  fiege;  but  the  prefent 
copjunfture  gave,  hirn^  a,,  fair  pG<?ai5on  of  reinforcing  bis  army.  Many  of -the  inha- 
bitants of  KH  E^MAN  were  p£rse^s,  and  from  the  remembrance  of  their  paft  gran- 
deur, naturally  inclined  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  a  prince,,  whom  they  confidered  as 
'the.  fcourge  of  their;  tj^^apts^ 

*  «       f  - 

•  The  PERSEEs  arc  the  dcfcendants  of  the  ancient  Persians,  who  worfhipped  fire,  and  have  prefcrved 
their  religion.  Thefe  people  are  bcft  known  in  the  caft,  and  even  ainoag  us,  by  the  name  of  gaur  or 
cEBERi^  which  in  the  Persian  language  fignifies  an  infidel  or  an  idolater..  **  Six  thouiand  two., 

'hundred  and  fifty  pounds.. 
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172^  A  nw  diys  after  the  ctpirulationt  maoh  11  vd  mtrched  at  the  head  ef  his  army 
towanis  the  north,  taking  the  road  to  rizD.  Thh  city  it  iituate  abdut  fem\t)r 
leagues  frQin  kherman  :  the  country  between  is  very  fandy,  and  has  only  a  few  • 
incof^iderable  villages,  at  a  great  dtftance  from  each  timer.  This  dtcumHance 
fliews,  that  the  view  of  this  prince  was  not  to  enrich  himfelf  with  the  feoih  of  the 
open  country,  in  the  fruitful  plains  of  fars  * :  his  thoughts  were  engaged  upon  an- 
other objed ;  and  he  avoided  every  thing  that  might  retard  the  execution  of  his 
dc&gn.  He  knew  that  he  fliould  not  meet  on  this  road  with  «ny  fortrefs  that 
might  flop  him,  or  with  towns  where  his  troops  might  be  incuoibered  with  pil- 
lage. It  was  with  this  very  intent  he  preferred  the  road  through  t!ie  ddferts,  upod 
his  firft  fetting  out,  tnitead  of  talcing  the  ordinary  roilt,  which  was  much  Ihotcer 
and  eafier. 

As  foon  as  he  arrived  before  ybzd,  he  attempted  to  take  the  town  by  afiault, 
attacking  it  with  all  his  troops  on  every  fide,  but  he  was  on  every  fide  repulfed 
with  loft.  Being  grown  more  circumfpeh  by  his  miftdces,  he  refolved  not  to  per- 
fift  in  the  fi^e,  die  confequeoce  of  which  muft  be  extreniely  dangerous.  He 
therefore  continued  his  march ;  and  having  proceeded  with  all  poflible  expedi- 
tion through  the  plains  \  which  feparate  the  city  of  fahanavens  from  that  of 
BiBEK,  at  length  he  entered  the  cultivated  country.  The  people,  terrified  at  his 
approach,  deferted  the  villages  and  towns  that  lay  in  his  way)'  fo  that  nothing  re- 
tarded the  rapidity  of  his  march.  Some  troops  that  feemed  to  have  been  lent  ra- 
ther to  reconnoitre  than  to  fight  were  difperted,  and  he  arrived  within  four  days 
tnarch  of  Isfahan  i  when  two  officers^  'who  were  deputed  by  the  court,  were  con- 
duced into  his  prefence. 

Mahommed  kovli  khan,  then  prime  minifter  %  not  knowing  how  to  avert  fo 
fudden  a  ftorm,  ient  tlKfe  officers  to  treat  with  him :  accordingly  they  opened  their 
commiffion^  which  was  to  oflS^r  him  a  fum  of  fifteen  thoufand  tomans  ^  on  condi- 
tion that  he  would  not  proceed  any  fkrther,  and  that  his  troops  (hould  not  commit 
any  hoftility  in  the  temcory  of  Isfahan.  Maohmud  judged  from  hence  of  die 
wnksieb  and  terror  of  the  enemy,  and  difmifling  the  deputies  without  making 
any  anfwer»  advanced  with  his  ufaal  ^figenccs   and  pitched  h»  camp  at  cut- 

NABAD% 

It  is  more  eafy  to  imagine,  than  to  defcribe  the  terror  with  which  the  king  and 
his  minifters  were  (eized,  when  they  heard  that  maohmud  was  marching  direAIy  to 
ISFAHAN,  They  had  lulled  themfelves  into  fecurity,  from  a  perfuafion  that  this 
prince  would  not  leave  behind  him  unconqaered  fo  vaft  a  traA  of  country ;  and 
little  thoi^ht  that  he  would  open  the  campaign  in  the  very  center  of  the  enipirei 
confequentiy  they  had  not  made  the  neceflary  preparatfons  to  oppbfe  him.  There 
was  neither  ammunition  nor  provifions  in  Isfahan;  and  as  the  celerity  of  the  march 
of  the  rebels,  had  not  afibrded  time  to  coUefV  the  different  bodies  of  troops»  that 
were  difperfed  on  the  frontiers,  the  court  was  abfolutely  at  a  lofs  how  to  ftem  the 

torrent. 

•  FAttuTAM  or  Fiast A,  piopiriy  fo olM.  ^  Thb  couitry  abonndt  in  nitre.  •  Athi- 

MAT  oovLiT.         *  Thimr-feven  dKHifand  five  hundred  jKmadi.       •  TUs  name  tgaik$  cooferve  of 
roics.    ThMviUj^istkeekagaeifeonMrAHAii. 
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tfiTTtnt*    However,  as  fometbing;  muft  b«  done,  (bey  colleAod  the  few  troops  1722. 
that  were  at  hand  \  to  thefe  they  joined  the  militia  that  was  raifed  in  a  hurry  in 
the  city  and  the  neighbourhood  i  and  all  the  lords  of  the  courts  excepting  thofa 
whofe  profeflion  was  inconfiftent  with  arms,  being  ready  to  mount  oh  horfe-back, 
the  army  waited  only  the  king's  orders. 

As  this  monarch  was  Incapable  of  forming  any  refolutioa  himCblf,  he  waited  with 
impatience  to  hear  what  the  divan  would  determine.  In  time  of  diftrefs,  when  an 
union  of  councils  is  moft  aeceifary,  the  pufillanimity  of  fome,  and  the  wickednefs 
of  others,  generally  create  perplexity.  What  could  be  expeded  at  fo  corrupt  «. 
court  as  that  of  hussein  shah?  The  cou/icil  was  divided  in  opinion :  the  prime 
tninifliec  gave  his  advice  not  to  hazard  a  genend  a6tioo»  but  to  btrencK  tbeir  army, 
and  cover  the  town.  **  By  this  means,"  (aid  he,  «*  our  aew  tixx)ps  will  be  in- 
««  fenfibly  accuftomed  to  fee  the  enemy ;  a  few  fkirmi(hes.  wilt  rouze  a  martial 
«^  fpirit  by  degrees ;  if  the  rebels  attempt  to  force  our  lines,  we  (hall  fight  them  to 
«<  an  advantage ;  if  this  meafure  fliould  oblige  them  to  continue  in  chcir  camp,  it 
•«  will  be  an  eafy  thing  to  ftarve  them,  by  cutting  off  their  provifions  :  thus,  the 
*<  ifliie  of  the  war  will  be  protrafted,  and  the  troops  difperfed  in  the  provinces  will 
♦♦  have  time  to  join  us,  and  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  rebels,'* 

This  was  the  opinion  of  the  athemat  doulet.  On  the  contrary,  abdalla 
KHAN,  VALi  of  ARABIA,  now  at  isFHAAN,  maintained,  •*  That  it  was  beneath  the 
«•  majefty  of  the  empire  to  temporize  with  rebels  a^d  flaves  ;  that  the  grandeui; 
««  of  the  king,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation  were  concerned  to  chaftife  their  in- 
««  (blence.  why,"  faid  he,  «*  Ihpuld  the  frontiers  be  cxpofed  to  new  invafions  ? 
««  The  king's  troops  are  incenfed ;  they  long  for  battle*,  the  beft  way  therefore  is 
««*  to  msJce  ufe  of  this  firft  ardor  of  the  foldiers,  and  to  .cru(h  an  infatuated  youth^ 
«<  who  by  the  viftory  of  lutf  ali  khan,  and  his  mifcarriages  at  khermav  an<| 
^<  Y£ZD«  ought  to  have  learnt  the  difference  between  fgldiers  and  robbers/' 

The  advice  of  the  athemat  doulet  was  certainly  the  moft  prudent  and:  iafei 
but  that  of  the  arabian  prince  fuited  moft  with  the  pride  and  revenge  wisk  which 
the  divan  was  animated.  Persia,  devoted  to  ruin»  had  hardly  a  fingle  advocate 
devoid  of  paflion,  and  whofe  mind  was  free  from  prejudice  or  treachery:  the  latter 
opinion  was  preferred  by  the  plurality  of  fuffrages,  and  as  fooa  as  they  heard  that 
the  AFGHANS  were  arrived  at  culvabad,  the  army  received  orders^  tx>  march  and 
fight  them.  Maghmud  was  not  furprized  at  this  determination;  for  he  never 
dreamt  that  the  king  would  fubmit  to  fee  his  capital  befieged,  without  trying  the 
iflue  of  a  battle  *,  and  therefore  as  he  I^new  neither  the  ouxi^t^  nor  valour  of  his 
enemies,  he  intrenched  himfelf  in  his  camp^ 

The  feventh  of  march  the  Persian  army  appeared  within  fight  of  the  enemy's 
uitrenclunents.  Shah  hussein  having  by  the  advice  of  his  aftrologers,  fixed  the 
eighth  of  that  month  for  the  engagement,  there  pafled  only  fome  light  flcirmifhes 
^e  firft  day.  It  was  given  out  in  the  Persian  camp,  that  maohmud,  furprized 
at  the  number  and  beauty  of  the  king^s  troops,  propofed  to  make  bis  efcape  with 
a  thou&nd  of  his  beft  horfe.    The  ?er.sian  genenUs  fpread  thcfe  reporn  iq^  Qrder 


1722. 


1^2  THE    REIGN    OF  Part VI. 

to  encourage  their  foldlcrs ;  for  they  could  not  really  think  that  this  prince  intended 
to  facrifice,  by  an  ignominious  flight,  his  fubjefts  and  allies  to  the  fury  of  an  enemy, 
in  fearch  of  whom  he  had  made  fo  long  and  fo  extraordinary  a  march. 

Sunday  the  eighth  of  march,  accordingto  the  vain  prognoftics*  of  the  aflrolo- 
gers,  was  to  deliver  the  Persian  monarchy.  The  generals  began  early  in  the  morn- 
ing to  range  their  troops  in  order  of  battle.  On  the  fide  of  the  Persians  •,  the- 
center,  which  feemed  to  be  dcfigned  only  for  a  body  of  referve,  was  given  to 
CHEiK  A  LI  KHAN,  a  general  of  horfe.  He  had  under  him.  feveral  khans  with  their 
troops,  four  thoufand  of  the  king's  cavalry,  and  the  fame  number  of  his  foot 
guards  ;  the  latter  being  armed  with  mufkets  and  fabres :  thcfe  were  covered  at 
fome  diftance  by  a  battery  of  twenty-four  pieces  of  cpnnon,  defended,  and  ferved 
by  two  thoufand  canonecrs,  under  the  command  of  mahommed  khan,  grand 
mafler  of  the  artillery  •. 

The  right  wing  was  formed  by  two  thoufand  of  thofe  horlcmen  who  arc  called 
the  king's  flaves  ^,  fome  of  whom  arc  armed  with  bows  apd  arrows,  and  others 
with  fufils  and  piftols ;  there  were  likewift  fome  khans,  arid  feveral  other  lords 
with  their  attendants.     This  wing  was  under  the  command  of  rostram  khan, 

the  KOULAR  AGASSI  %    brother  of  VAC HTANG A,    VALI   of    GEORGIA.       Thc  VALI  of 

ARABIA,  who  (hared  the  general  command  of  the  army  with  thc  athemat  doulet, 
had  ftrengthened  this  wing  with  a  body  of  three  thoufand  cavalry  of  his  own 
nation,  at  the  head  of  whom  he  intended  to  fight. 

The  athemat  doulet  commanded  in  the  left  wihg,  which  was  compofed  of 
the  king's  houfhold  ;  the  lords  belonging  to  the  court,  and  the  reft  of  the  nobility, 
Ali  merdan  KHAN  \  VALI  of  LOHiSTAN  %  joined  them  in  perfon.  with  five  hun- 
dred horfe.  Befides  thc  forces  above  mehtioned,  there  were  eighteen  thoufand  in- 
fantry of  militia,  raifed  upon  this  occafion  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  c^ty,  who 
were  armed  with  mufkets.  Thcfe  different  troops  formed  an  army  of  near  fifty 
thoufand  fighting  men. 

There  is  no  agreement  in  the  acrcounts  of  thoft  who  were  at  isfah an  during  the 
fiege,  in  regard  to  the  number  of  folcliers.in  maghmud's  army  :  the*  moft  probable 
opinion  is,  that  it  wa^  not  above  half  the  number  of  theking^'s  troops.  *  It  cohfift- 
ed  chiefly  of  cavalry  -,  thcfe  Were  armed  with  a  fabre  and  lance,  wWch  thofe  people 
handle  with  equal  dexterity  :  thei'r  defenfiye  armour. are  a  buckler'and.culrafs,  made 
of  a  double  fold  of  hard  leather,  and  many  of  them  carry  piftols.  Their  whole 
army  was  divided  into  four  unequal  parts :  the  moft  numerous  formed  thc  right 
wing  under  the  command  of  aman  ola.  Maghmud  was  in  the  fecond'dlvifiori, 
which  he  placed  in  the  center :  he  gave  thc  command  of  thc  third  to  nasr  ullah, 

a 

»  TopcHi  BACHi.  ^  KtJLAMd.     ^       ^  General  of  the  flaves.  ^  It  is  affirmed  that  twb 

daughters  of  this  prince  who  attended  him  in  mens  doathing  in  his  foimer  expeditions  againil  the 
TURK'S,'  now  fought  by  his  fide.  *  Thc  province  of  loristan  is  a  ntoantainou^  country,  that 

formerly  depended  on  chusistan,  or  the  ancient  susj  ana  ;  but  having  been  peopled  by  colonies  of 
the  KouRn?,  it  was  afterwards  comprized  in  kourdistan.     Berongierd,  a  place  fit u ate  near  ha- 
.  J4ADAN,  is  its  principal  fortrefs.    We  muft  take  care  not  to  confound  tliis  place  with  laristan,  whicb 
is  on  the  fca>  coad.  , 
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a  PEASis,  whom  he  had  made  one  of  bis  lieutenant  generals;  and  the  fourth,  and  ijst^ 
leail  oumerous  of  chefe  bodies,  were  choice  men  of  the  peulevan^  or  NiEssAKHCHi  *. 
The  length  and  celerity  of  maohmud's  march,  as  we  have  obferved,  did  not  permit 
him  to  bring  any  cannon  with  him ;  but  he  fuppiied  this  defedl  in  fome  meafure  by 
a  very  extraordinary  arciilery :  thefe  are  a  kind  of  harquebufes,  which  carry  a  hand- 
ful of  mufket  balls;  each  of  thefe  pieces,  with  its  flock,  was  mounted  on  a  camel, 
which  lay  down  at  command ;  and  from  the  backs  of  thefe  animals,  trained  to 
this  exercife,  they  charged  and  fired  thefe  arms  \ 

Ths  fun  liad  juft  appeared  on  the  faorieon,  w|ttn  the  armies  began  to  obferve 
each  other  with  that  curiofity,  which  is  natural  on  thefe  dreadful  occafions.  The 
i>ERsi  AN  army  juft  come  out  of  the  capktaU  being  compofed  of  whatever  was  moft 
brilliant  at  court,  feemed  as  if  it  had  been  &)rmed  rather  to  make  a  (hew  than  to 
fight.  The  richnefs  and  variety  of  their  arms  and  veftments ;  the  beauty  of  their 
horfes ;  the  gold  and  precious  ftones  with  which  fome  of  their  harnefles  were  co- 
vered, and  the  richnefs  of  their  tents,  contributed  to  render  their  camp  verf  pom« 
pous  and  magnificent. 

On  the  other  fide  there  was  a  much  fmaller  body  of  AikUers,  disfigured  with 
fatigue,  and  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun.     Their  cloaths  were  fo  ragged  and  tom^     ' 
in  fo  long  a  march,  that  they  were  fcaroe  fufficieot  to  cover  thorn  from  the  weather^ 
and  their  horfes  being  adorned  with  only  leather  and  farafs,  thete  was  nothing  giit* 
tering  among  them  but  their  fpears  and  fabreau 

The  two  armies  fkood  in  %ht  of  each  other  the  greateft  partof  the  day  in  mutuai 
a^we,  ii^tiiout  making  any  motion  on  either  fide.  Maohm^ud  embraced  this  oppor^* 
tunity  to  ride  through  the  ranks,  and  encourage  his  fbldiers.  ''  He  repFefemed  to 
«*  the  PEASE  Es,  that  the  hour  was  now  come,  which  would  fi^  them  hota  .the 
^  y^ke  of  their  tyrants ;  that  liberty  w;as  in  dieir  owm  haods,  if  they  would  poovt 
^  {heoafelves  worthy  heks  cf  the  valour  of  their  aaoeftors."  Turniog  to  ftbe  af« 
CHANS  and  the  balouches,^^  he  exhoited  them  to  fight  wiiih  that  Ivaftry  whidi 
^'  had  rendered  them  fo  often  triumphant  over  their  enemies ;  he  reminded  them 
>^  df  tbofe  glorious  feats,  and  defirod  them  to  look  upon  ^ejiricfaes  of  mrJuuAn  as 
^*  the  firft  fruit  of  an  eafj^  vi&ory ;  a  vidnry,  without  whidi  they  mutt;  ineaotablf 
^<  perUb,  eifther  by  the  fwocd  ia  dbcir  rett«at»  or  isy  hongor  and  tfakft  m  the 
«  defcrts/* 

WHi^LE  H'AQHfM%fD  WAS  tlws  endcavouring  to  klfpivc  his  troops  with  that  arda^ 
wUc^  they  flood  in  need  of  <m  fo  important  an  oooifion,  the  pejuiaks  were  takea 
4^p  in  ^b^tes.  Though  the  king  :had  fent  pofitive  orders  to  fight,  yet  the  ATttE»> 
MAT  DouLETa  «(ho  Ibared  the  jgencral  comnland  With  the  VALV  ofAaAaiA^  infifted 
ftrongly  that  thejr  finould  avoid  cooiiiiig  to  an  engagement :  ^'  It  is  true,'^  laid  he^ 
^^  we  may  wped  the  moft  genexous  efforts  of  At  fsusiAN  vabur^  t>n  an  occafion 

^  in 

**  The  name  which  (he  a^ch  aus  give  to  their  forlorn  hope,  which  go  on  the  moft  dcfperatc  ad^ipnsv 
^  f<7Ai>>iA  wttd  afterwards  nfed  thete^kind  of  aims  with  great  fnccett :  (hfy  are  veiy  loug,  and  jcarr/ 
m  great  diftance. 

Vofc.If.  X 
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1722.  "  i"^  which  the  fafety  of  the  empire,  and  the  liberty  of  the  emperor  are  at  ftake : 
"  but  what  docs  valour  avail,  if  it  be  not  armed  and  direAed  by  experience?  Al- 
*^  moft  all  our  infantry,  who  are  the  principal  part  of  our  forces,  are  novices  in 
^^  the  duty  of  a  foldier*,  they  are  entire  ftrangers  to  the  ufe  of  the  mufket;  and 
*^  have  we  then  any  reafon  to  expedt  that  they  will  be  able,  to  ftand  the  fliock 
•*  of  the  cnemy*s  cavalry,  or  to  attack  in  fuch  order  as  to  pierce  thro*  their  fqua- 
•*  drons  .^  Too  much  fccurity  is  oftentimes  the  caufe,  that  even  the  beft  concerted 
••  undertakings  mifcarry.  Let  us  not  defpife  an  enemy  whom  fortune  favours : 
•«  we  have  four  thoufand  pioneers  with  us,  let  thcfe  cover  the  army  with  intrench- 
^^  ments ;  and  if  you  are  abfolutely  determined  to  hazard  a  battle,  thefe  lines  bor- 
^^  dcred  with  cannon  and  infantry  will  be  a  fure  place  of  retreat,  in  cafe  of  a  mis^^ 
"  fortune.  But  my  opinion,  is  to  wait  till  famine  compels  the  enemy  to  attack 
**  us  in  our  entrenchments ;  then  our  cavalry  fallying  forth  from  the  extremities, 
<*  will  take  them  in  flank ;  and  will  meet  with  fo  much  the  lefs  refiftance,  as  they 
«*  will  have  to  deal  with  troops  already  (battered  and  broken  by  the  contmual  fire 
**  to  which  they  mufl  be  expofcd." 

Thus  the  ath^mat  doulet  endeavoured  to  bring  them  over  to  an  opinion, 
which  diflFercd  but  little  from  that  which  he  had  openly  declared  in  council.  The 
propofal  was  prudent,  inafmuch  as  it  left  very  little  to  hazard,  and  fecured  all  the 
advantage  that  ought  to  be  expected  from  their  infantry,  which  otherwife  muft  be 
ufelefs.  The  officers  who  commanded  in  the  center  \  ftruck  with  thefe  reafons, 
had  already  approved  the  projeA^  when  the  vali  of  arabia,  and  the  koular 
AG  A  SI,  who  were  afraid  left  this  opinion  (hould  be  followed  by  the  reft  of  the 
principal  officers,  cried  out,  ^*  This  is  no  time  to  debate,  but  to  fight ;  it  would 
**  be  an  eternal  fhame  to  fo  numerous  an  army,  in  which  is  the  flower  of  the  no^ 
^^  bility  of  the  empire,  to  be  afraid  of  appearing  before  a  gang  of  robbers  and  rebel 
*•  herdfmen."  Saying  this,  they  waited  for  no  anfwer,  but  retired,  and  led  on 
their  Iquadrons  againft  the  enemy :  this  ierved  as  a  fignal  to  the  troops,  who  all 
moved  forward  at  the  fame  time,  and  fell  upon  the  left  wing  of  the  afghans  with 
fcch  impetuolity,  as  flung  them  into  diforder. 

Maghmvd,  who  obierved  both  armies  from  a  throne  raifed  on  the  back  of  an 
elephant,  was  furprized  at  this  (hock,  and  began  to  think  that  all  was  loft.  Hi^ 
alarm  was  caufed  by  the  vali  of  ar  An^i,  who  having  made  a  long  winding  to  the 
right  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  ^a  abian  cavalry,  overthrew  all  he  met  to  ins  way, 
s^nd  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  camp  of  the  afghans.  It  is  reafonable  to  believe, 
that  the  afi^ah*  would  have  been  foon  determined  in  favour  of  the  Persians,  if  he 
had  returned  direAly  and  charged  the  enemy  in  the  rear.  Maghmud,  terrified  at 
the  danger,  was  preparing  for  flight,  and  had  ordered  the  lighteft  of  his  dromeda- 
ries to  be  made  ready  for  him ;  when  a  circumftance  arofe,  that  infpired  him  with 
more  courageous  refolytions.  The  athbm  at  doulet  feeing  both  armies  engaged, 
returned  to  his  poft,  and  charged  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy  with  as  much  bra- 
.very,  as  he  had  before  given  marks  of  prudence.  Aman  0L4,  who  commianded 
^hat  wing,  made  a  feint  of  giving  way,  and  retired  gradually  without  breaking. his 
ranks  i  but  he  had  hardly  let  the  enemy  gain  fifty  paces  upon  him,  when  ordering 

his 
*  TV  general  of  horfe»  and.  the  general  of  the  artillery. 
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his  men  to  open  their  ranks,  one  hundred  camels  appeared  kneeling,  each  of  which  1722. 
had  one  of  the  harquebufes  above-mentioned  on  his  back.     The  Persians  aftonifhed 
at  this  unexf3!eded  fight,  and  a  general  difchargeoF  this  little  artillery  being  made, 
moft  of  the  foremoft  rank  were  killed;  and  the  Afghans  making  loud  (houts,  at- 
acked  the  reft,  and  obliged  them  to  turn  their  backs. 

Without  giving  the  p£Rsians  time  to  recover  themfelves"^  a  man  ola  purfued 
them  up  to  their  battery,  which  he  came  behind,  and  having  cut  the  cannoneers 
in  pieces  who  guarded  it,  he  caufed  the  cannon  to  be  pointed  againfl:  the  center  of 
the  PERSIAN  army,, who  were  thus  put  to  flight  before  they  had  fought  a  blow. 
This  artful  ftep  decided  the  fate  of  the  day.  The  vali  of  loristan,  who  had 
loft  one  off  his  brothers  in  the  a£iion,  and  had  been  alfo  wounded  himfelf,  feeing 
every  thing  rendered  defperate  by  the  defeat  of  the  left  wing,  and  the  flight  of  the 
center,  went  ofi^  diredlly  with  what  foldiers  he  had  remaining,  and  retired  into  his 
province.  His  example  was  followed  by  ferez  oullah,  khan  of  hamadan,  and 
by  ALt  riza,  khan  of  cohkilan  %  who  having  called  oflf  their  troops,  retired  each 
to  his  refpedbive  province. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  vali  of  arabia  being  mafter  of  maghmud's  camp,  amufed 
himfelf  with  plundering  the  baggage  i  and  tho*  he  had  obferved  the  enemy's  mo- 
tion, yet  inftead  of  attacking  them  in  the  rear,  as  was  expeAed,  he  refufed  the 
fuccours,  that  with  repeated  inftances  were  demanded  of  him.  The  afghans  there* 
fore  had  no  enemy  to  oppofe,  except  the  koular  agasi.  This  general  endea* 
vouring  to  vindicate  his  opinion  given  in  council,  continued  to  fight  with  redoubled 
courage  and  refolution.  Determined  to  conquer  or  die,  he  had  already  cut  part  of 
the  oppofite  wing  in  pieces,  and  pufhed  the  remainder  as  far  as  their  entrenchments, 
when  maghmud  feeing  the  field  almoft  clear  of  the  enemy,  advanced  to  take  him 
in  the  rear.  This  motion  difperfed  the  Persians,  whocompofed  the  greateft  part 
of  the  troops  of  this  gallant  officer;  but  a  body  of  four  hundred  Georgians  re- 
fufing  to  dcfert  him  in  this  extremity,  he  defended  himfelf  on  all  fides  with  the 
utmoft  intrepidity ;  till  at  length  he  was  overpowered  %ith  numbers,  and  with  the 
companions  of  his  glorious  temerity,  died  fword  in  hand.  The  defeat  of  this  va- 
liant troop  completed  the  victory.  The  vali  of  arabia  loaded  with  maghmud's 
treafure,  and  the  plunder  of  his  camp,  had  by  this  time  taken  the  road  to  the  town, 
which  he  entered  by  the  oppofite  gate  **  to  that  *  by  which  the  army  had  marched 
out  agajnft  the  enemy. 

Such  was  the  iflue  of  the  battle  of  gulnabad,  in  which  the  pzrsians,  fo  long 
accuftomed  to  blunders  in  politics,  took  two  dangerous  fteps  i  one  was,  to  divide 
the  command  between  two  generals  who  did  not  agree ;  the  other,  to  plant  their 
batteries  fo  forward,  that  they  could  not  be  properly  fupported.  This  laft  circum- 
ftance,  and  the  fagacious  condu£t  of  aman  ola,  gave  the vidlory  to  the  Afghans: 
but  we  may  fay,  that  the  treacherous  conduA  of  the  vali  of  arabia  decided  the 
battle  *.  The  king's  army  loft  fifteen  thoufand  men ;  a  number  which  will  not  ap- 
pear 

*  A  country  iituate  ten  days  jonmey  from  Isfahan  towards  bassora.  ^  The  der  tokchi 

in  the  eaft  part  of  Isfahan.  '  The  h  a  j  a  n  in  the  weft.  '  It  has  been  mach  doabted, 

4f  the  vali  of  ARABIA  was  indaccd  to  a£t  this  -bafe  part^  merely  &om  the  temptation  of  plunder,  or 
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1711.  P^^^  exaggented,  tf  we  confider  the  circumftaocet  of  ^  engagement  The 
'  *  greateft  part  of  the  troops  under  die  comoumd  of  the  kovlar  aoasi,  fell  in  the 
field  of  battle ;  the  infantry  was  in  a  great  meafan  expofed  to  the  mercy  of  the 
conquerors,^ and  the  two  thodand  cannoneerSf  widi  their  gmeralt  were  all  flaugh** 
tered  at  their  poft.  The  lofs  of  the  afghaks  was  HiconfidenMe  i  and  the  treafiire 
and  baggage  of  the  Persian  army,  was  an  ample  recompeoce  for  the  plunder 
which  the  arabi  ANS^had  takaen  in  their  camp* 

from  rdentraeBt  of  the  oppofiticm  which  the  a9luuuat  doui.it  wntdt  to  hk  pffopoMi  i  he  anghr  ho  * 
indifierent,  at  dut  time,  which  fide  obcaincd  ^riOcry, bat  hk  OHidvA  afowamprored  faia  fttrakori 
Dor  do  we  find  that  he  attenpted  to  vindicate  himfdf,  or  acknowJedge  that  he  had  oeCD  (oiliy  of  aa  cr* 
ior»  mxrevcn  that  the  natanu  avidity  of  hi3  Arabians  was  not  to  be  reftraincd. 
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A«DJCATioN  OP  SULTAN  HUSSErN^.  a«d^  the 
HAKING  OF   I  8  F  AH  A  N^^ 

CHAP    II 

^ht  king  calls  a  councils  atiddetmnines  to  remain  in  Isfahan.  Preparaticns  tcdrfend^ 
the  city.    Orders  fenS  to  the  hi>ans  of  the  provinces.    The  vali  of  loristan  is 

^  declar£d gmtraUffimo.  Maghmup  en^mfs  at  che^r^ stan.  Befcriftim  oftAjkA-- 
BAD  ;  tbi  AFGBAm  iaie  poJJj^oM  cf  it^  and  afpemr  before  ysi^ a*  Defcription  of 
juLFA,  and  the  ^nation  of  the  Armenians-  Wf  Persians  conduS  towards  them:. 
The  AFGHANS  take  julfa,  and  exercifi  barbarities.  Defcription  ef  Isfahan* 
Maqhmud  repulfed  at  the  bridge  of  shirass. 

AS  fbon  as  the  news  acriytd  c^the  defeat  of  the  pcrsian  army,  the  citjr  of  i^22J 
ISFAHAN  was  in  the  utmoftconfternacion.    The  Persian  troopsi  who  fled ^ 
from  the  field  of  battle,  exaggerated  the  valor  and  condu£l  of  the  eneinjr; 
infomuch  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  great  city  akeady  ftruck  with  a  pannic  figured' 
tothemlelves  die  diftrcfles  which  followed  not  long  after,  and  Imagined  they  faw 
the  AFGHANS^  witb'dieir  drawn  faisres,  praAifing  aU  imaginable  barbarities; 

Under  thefeeHtremities  the  king  called  a  council,  in  which  he  repreftnted  the  dan- 
ger his  perfon  would  be  expofed  to,  if  he  ftood  a  fiege  in  a  city  unprovided  with 
neceflaries  -,  and  whole  ruinous  walls  might  prove  but  a  feeble  barrier,  when  defended 
by  troops  dilheartened  by  their  late  dc&au    His  danger  bad  infpired  him  with 

fomc 
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1722.  fome  degree  of  fortitude;  and  with  an  air  of  dignity,  in  a  pathetic  ftrain,  he 
fpoke  to  this  effefl :  **  It  is  not  entirely  for  the  fake  of  my  own  fecurity,  that  1  pro- 
^'  pofe  to  remove ;  a  prince,  who  it  afraid  to  die  with  bis  fubje^s,  is  unworthy  to 
•*  rule  over  them  :  but  the  greateil  part  of  the  provinces  ftill  obey  me :  their  fate  is 
*^  conneded  with  mine  ;  for  the  rebel  will  be  matter  of  the  empire,  as  foon  as  he 
•*  has  my  perfon  in  his  power." 

The  athemat  doulet  confirmed  the  king's  remarks ;  adding,  that  it  would  be 
very  imprudent  to  expofe  the  king's  perfon  to  the  hazard  of  fuch  an  event ;  there* 
f6re  it  was  advifeable  for  his  majefty  to  retire  that  very  night  to  casbin,  while  the 
enemy,  yet  intoxicated  with  their  vidory,  would  take  no  meafures  to  oppofe  his 
retreat  i  that  when  the  shah  (hould  be. at  full  liberty,  he  might  eafily  aflemble  an 
army,  capable  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  dcHroj  the  Afghans  }  that  at  all  events,  the 
lofs  of  ISFAHAN  would  be  only  the  lofs  of  one  city,  which  maghmud  could  not 
keep  with  fo  fmall  a  number  of  troops  i  whereas,  if  the  king  (hould  Ihut  himfelf  up 
there,  the  lofs  of  Isfahan  would  draw  on  that  of  the  whole  monarchy* 

This  fpeech  feemed  to  convince  the  greateftpartof  the  aflembly ;  when  the  vali 
of  ARABIA,  who  had  fo  bafely  betrayed  his  truft  that  very  day,  and  yet,  by  a 
ftrange  fatality,  was  continued  in  his  office,  ftood  up,  and  (poke  to  this  efied  :  *'  It 
^*  is  debating  to  a  great  difadvatage,  juft  after  the  lofs.  of  a  battle.  Whilft  men 
•*  are  affeded  with  fear,  in  confequence  of  a  recent  misfortune,  whatever  their  na- 
^'  rural  intrepidity  and  difcernment  may  be,  they  are  but  ill  capable  of  diftinguiihing 
*'  the  real  magnitude  of  objefts :  even  prudence  lofcs  its  very  nature,  and  betrays 
*^  itfelf.  A  panic  terror,  caufed  by  a  trifling  unforefeen  accident,  has  fnatched  the 
**  viftory  out  6f  our  hands.  Ought  fuch  an  accident,  which  is  not  uncommon  in 
**  war,  to  make  us  tremble  before  a  weak  and  contemptible  enemy  ?  Befides,  were 
**  it  prefumed  that  their  chief  would  lay  fiege  to  fo  large  and  fo  populous  a  city  as 
*^  this,  he  would  not  dare  to  enter  it  with  fuch  a  contemptible  gang  of  robbers  as 
*^'  he  has  about  him.  What  is  there  then  to  fear  f  If  he  (hould  be  bold  enough  to 
•*  appear  before  our  walls,  the  prefcnce  of  the  king  will  encourage  their  defenders  5 
^^  and  the  whole  empire  incenfed  at  this  attempt,  will  fly  to  the  afliftance  of  their 
•*  fovcrcign.  But  if  his  majefty  (hould  deprive  thefc  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  op- 
"  portunity  of  exerting  that  valor,  which  his  prefcnce  infpires,  fuch  a  ftep  will  npt 
^*  only  (tain  his  honor,  but  difhearten  all  his  faithful  fubjeds,  and  encourage  the 
*'  revolted  :  fuch  a  behaviour,  much  fooner  than  the  force  of  arms,  yill  open  isfa- 
•*  HAN  to  the  conqueror;  and  the  reft  of  the  empire,  amazed  to  fee  a  bafcsuNNi* 
••  on  the  facred  throne  of  the  fucceflbrs  of  ali,  will  not  ftir  in  defence  of  their 
^*  prince,  becaufe  they  will  conclude  his  fate  irretrievable." 

The  boldeft  opinion  prevailed  over  the  moft  prudent  Sham  hussein  was 
afhamed  to  abandon  his  capital^  and  determining  to  defend  it,  nothing  more  was 
thought  on,  than  how  to  make  a  vigorous  refiftance  againft  the  enemy.  New  le- 
vies were  made  5  the  ruinous  parts  of  the  walls  were  repaired  \  intrenchments  were 
thrown  up  in  thofe  places  that  were  moft  expofed,  and  efpecially  at  the  head  of  the 
bridges  which  open  a  communication  with  the  fuburbs  ;  and  every  other  precaution 
taken,  that  the  proximity  of  the  danger,  and  the  inexperience  of  the  miniftcrs  would 

permit 
*  This  ARABi  AN  was  a  8UNN1  himfelf* 
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permit.  ThcvALlof  arabia  was  appointed  governor  of  the  town;  and  shah  i?^^* 
HussEiH^nt  meiiengers  to  the  khans  of  the  different  provinces  yet  under  his  domi« 
nion,  ordering  thera  to  repair  with  all  the  forces  of  their  governments  to  honsar  % 
there  to  join  the  vali  ot  loristan,  whom  he  had  declared  generaiifCmo  of  his 
armies.  Being  more  fenfible  than  ever  of  the  miftake  he  committed  in  treating  the 
VALI  of  GEORGIA  in  lo  imperious a  manner,  the  shah  fent  magnificent  prefentsto 
this  prince,  and  wrote  to  him  in  the  moft  prefling  terms  to  march  to  his  afliftance. 

These  regulations  were  prudent  and  fuitable  to  the  fituation  of  affairs:  but  in  the 
mean  time  proper  care  was  not  taken  to  provide  for  a  fiege.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
open  country,  flying  from  the  cruelty  of  the  afchans,  flung  themfelves  in  crowds 
into  the  city ;  infomuch  that  the  public  fquares,  the  gardicns,  and  the  ftreets,  were 
every  day  filled  with  this  ufelefs  multitude.  The  king,  who  did  not  confider  the 
diflierence  between  a  common  man  and  a  foldier,  not  only  negleded  giving  orders 
upon  this  fubjeA,  but  feemed  to  forget  that  there  were  no  magazines  of  provifions 
in  the  city  :  the  didates  of  fear  fuggefting  to  him,  that  his  fecurity  mu(t  arife  from 
his  numbers,  he  forbad  upon  pain  of  death,  every  pcrfon  in  Isfahan,  whether  ia- 
habitant  or  ftranger,  to  ftir  from  thence. 

Ik  the  mean  while,  fome  araes  who » had  been  fent  upon  the  fcout,  having 
brought  intelligence,  that  the  rebels  had  left  on  the  field  of  battle,  the  twenty-four 
pieces  of  cannon,  which  they  had  taken  in  the  engagement,  a  detachment  of  troops 
was  fent  to  bring  this  artillery  into  the  city  :  this  they  executed  without  any  obftru- 
ftion  from  the  enemy,  who  continued  quietly  in  their  camp.  Their  ina&ivity  was 
owing  to  the  wavering  difpofition  of  maghmud  :  he,  who  had  hitherto  (bewn  him- 
felf  aftive  and  enterprizing,  now  feemed  aftonifhed  at  his  own  viftory.  The  little 
fuccefs  he  had  at  kherman  and  yezd  ;  the  vafl:  extent  of  Isfahan,  and  the  num- 
ber of  troops  withia  its  walls,  gave  him  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the  fiege  would 
b?  of  long  continuance  ;  and  that  the  governors  of  the  provinces  would  have  time  to 
aflcmble,  and  might  crufh  him  with  dieir  joint  forces ;  but  he  could  not  with  ho« 
nor,  nor  fafety,  abandon  his  enterprize.  The  return  of  the  fpies,  whom  he  had 
fent  into  the  city,  removed  his  anxiety :  by  thefe  he  was  informed  of  the  great  con- 
fiernation  into  which  the  Persians  were  thrown;  and  that  if,  inftead  of  giving  the 
enemy  time  to  recover  themfelves,  he  had  purfued  them  to  the  gates  of  Isfahan, 
he  might  have  made  himfclf  matter  that  very  day  of  the  king's  throne  and  perfon. 
Upon  this  news  he  began  his  march,  and  plundering  every  place  by  the  way,  he 
encamped  the  12th  of  march  with  his  whole  army  near  cheerestan,  a  town  a 
little  to  the  eaftward  of  Isfahan, 

The  PERSIANS  finding  the  Afghans  bad  abandoned  the  artillery  above-mentionedS 
began  to  think  they  had  no  intention  to  lay  fiege  to  the  town  ;  but  this  motion  of, 
the  enemy's  army  undeceived  them,  as  to  the  fond  expectation  they  had  entertained, 
concerning  the  retreat  of  the  Afghans.  The  firft  ftep  they  took  in  confequence  of 
this  difcovery,  was  to  abandon  farabad,  a  country-palace  three  miles  from  Isfa- 
han.    Shah  hussein,  who  had  exhaufted  the  tjeafures  amafled  by  the  kings  his 

pre- 

»  This  city  is  faid  to  be  about  five  leagaes  from  Ispahan.  .^  It  is  hard  to  reconcile  this  con- 

dud,  otherwife  than  by  fuppofiog  that  the  a?gh  ams  might  be  ignorant  of  the  art  of  rendering  thecannoa 
vfelefsy  and  finding  them  CQmberfome^  chofe  to  neglefl  them* 
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ii^2.  pttdeceflbrs^  to  inthilgi  his  paSIoh  fof  buildingi  had  1^ft6  M  txpMide  to  render 
this  piUce  «rdrthy  of  a  great  monarch :  It  was  (b  fpactous  aAd  tnagnifkent^  ^hi&t  ht 
had  bfteti  enteVtaihed  thoughts  of  abandoning  the  capital,  to  make  it  filB  ordiMtt-f 
refidcncc.  thh  palace  Viras  thcompaflfrd  with  ftpong  lofty  waJTs*  flanks  at  flnaH 
diftances  with  towers:  Under  the  prefent  cifcumftanc^s,  it  ought  €5  fcav^  been  con- 
fidered  as  a  fortrefs  ^hieh  might  irttommode  the  enemy,  or  tetard  their  operatians ; 
'bat  the  rebels  were  fcAfce  arrived  *t  CHEERESt  aw,  when  ofdffis  were  fent  to  aban* 
don  FARABAD  ;  which  was  executed  in  fo  imprudent  a  manner,  that  altho*  the  per- 
siAt4  garrifoh  might  have  eafily  cwrried  off  tht  ^*ttft0A>  th«y  Mtttetittd  themtelves 
with  burying  them. 

This  was  too  grofs  a  blunder  to  ^ape  thi^  a^ohaKs  s  (bvM  of  thdbt  UfmAnm 
who  were  upon  th^  fodut^  hearing  what  had  pi^d^  mal'died  *Wi«h  tUl  expedilkm, 
and  took  pofleffion  of  this  cattle  and  its  artillery*  on  the  19*,  without  meeting 
with  any  oppofition :  they  were  foon  joined  by  the  rtfft  of  th*  army.  Macniiuo 
being  now  advantageoufly  fituAted*  and  cftaftet  irf  ftvfcrk)  pfeces  of  eaunotv,  *ter- 
mined  to  repair  the  lofs  6f  tinfie,  octaiioned  by  Ms  iri^efoliftiw  s  Md  UppeiMd  the 
fame  day  before  julfa. 

.  This  town  is  fituated  a  mile  and  a  half  Ibuthcf  tspAttAN^  onthefodth  bfenfcs  of 
the  river  zeInde  kotj  b  %  on  the  fide  of  which  it  is  exttuded  for  almoft  three  miks. 
It  was  founded  by  a'bAs  the  ore  Ar,  on  the  foilbwhrg  otCirfion.  Thfc,  Armenians 
having  revolted  agairtft  the  turks,  knd  fubflhitt^  to  this  pr iftte,  fie  rtmoi^  ^itt 
dfthe  itihabitants  df  ARMEteiA  into  different  prtyvintcfst)f>FR  si  a.  T!H)fe»e^%heaR- 
tient  jVLfA\  a  town  oft  thebariks  of  the  aras,  ^tft  wtnl^rted  t6  ^SFAMA^%  fiWa 
whence  they  removed,  and  fettled  in  Vhrs  place,  tb  which  they  gave  the  name  of 
their  former  refiderrce.  The  pfcojjte  ^ho  had  been  drawn  from  feitiv a1»,  s*iirva*  S 
and  the  lower  ARiviEr^iA,  fettled  ih  the  (uburi>s  of  wfahan  ;  but  abas,  defirous  ^f 
iWiprdvi'ftg  tfeis  ft^  colony,  oMigcd  them  to  rettove  to  jvlfa,  toge*thcr  widi  fofmt 
l>ERS%Ws  ^  t!he  n^ighbourhcwd  of  RfttRMA'N  and  vttD  ;  toy  t!hfs  meafws,  four  new 
xjuarters  werfe  formed.  The  i»ers^es  were  focrti  lifter  obliged  to  tetht  frbm  *hcikft, 
infoftiuch  that  of  8httn  iKiiidfed  famtHes,  wTiich  wwent  ^firft  (computed  rn  their  qittV- 
fer,  thifci*  i^mkined  only  tfhrefe  huhdfed,  all  compofcd  off  arcFficers  and  Ukfutattng 
ifien.  Thfe  ARMENIANS  beifig  an  induftrioos  aftive  people,  applied  themfeJfies  to 
jcommet^e,  »nd  by  their  ciKre  and  aj^plication  tins  colony  foon  rofe  tb  a  llourilhhig 
ijoRdition. 

Abas  I.  was  too  great  a  politician,  to  negleft  -any  mettiiife  that  might  cofftrfbute 
to  the  welfare  of  fuch  an  eftablifliment.  He  lent  them  confiderable  fums  of  money, 
wfthbut  derfiinding  any  rnfereft  ;  he  exempted  diem  frtrtn  all  kinds  dffervkode ,  he 
granted  'them  t?he  ffee  etercife  of  their  religion ;  and  in  'order  to  icrecn  them  from 
'the  jealoufy  and  avariee  of  the  p'E'Rsian  officers,  he  trflowed  them  a  CALtwTER  of 
their  owh  nation,  to  whom  he  afflgncd  a  pfacc  at  thoffe  tdebrated  fcafts,  *n  Which, 
Aicdrding  to  the  cuftom  of  remotcft  antiquity,  the  Icings  of  t»EKsiA  dine  in  pubfic 
^idi  the  grandees  df  the  realm« 

Some 

*  Sigmfo  frcfli  river.  ^  Rtf t  of  te  atttitat  m« d  1  a. 
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Some  of  the  fucccflbrs  of  this  princt  folbwed  the  fame  maxim,  and  /ulfa  in  a  J 722. 
very  Jittlc  time  became  a  confidcrable  place.  It  had  the  appearance  of  a  republic, 
founded  in  the  midft  of  a  foreigif  nation  ;  no  mahommed  an  was  permitted  to  fettle 
there,  and  the  rigor  of  the  law  of  retaliatioD,  caufed  the  inhabitants  to  be  refpected 
even  by  the  Persians  themfclves.  The  Armenians  of  julfa  thus  encouraged  by 
fo  neceffary  a  proteftion,  were  in  a  thriving  condition  for  many  years  *,  and  carried 
on,  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  a  confiderable  trade,  which  was  very  ufeful  to 
the  ftate.  But  at  length  the  courty  forgetful  of  its  own  interefts,  gr^ew  tired  of  fa- 
vouring them;  and  in  shah  hussein's  reign,  their  privileges,  which  had  fuflered 
fome  diminution  under  his  predeceflbrs,  fell  into  contempt.  Under  his  govern- 
ment, no  regard  was  paid  to  the  law  of  retaliation.  The  ecclefiaftics,  offended  at 
the  equality  which  this  law  eftablifhed  between  muflulmen  and  chriftians,  intro- 
duced a  cuftom^  that  if  a  Persian  killed  an  ai^menian,  he  fhould  expiate  the 
crime  by  giving  a  load  of  corn  to  the  relations  of  the  decealed.  'The  Armenians 
confidered  this  treatment,  as  a  mark  of  fervitudc :  but  they  had  no  relief,  and  were 
equally  a  fport  to  the  avarice  of  the  great,  and  the  infolence  of  the  common  people.  » 
While  they  groaned  under  thefc  caiamitiea,  induftry  declined  among  them  ;  the  fpi- 
rit  of  commerce,  for  which  they  had  been  fo  much  diftinguilhed,  was  in  a  great 
meafure  fuppreffed  -,  and  little  more  was  thought  of  than  to  preferve  their  lives»  and 
the  property  which  they  had  already  acquired. 

The  ARMENIANS  having  been  thus  treated  with  contempt  and  injuftice,  it  was 
feared  they  would  cherifli  a  refentment,  which  might  induce  them  to  change  their 
nwfters.  The  Persians,  tho'  they  now  ftood  in  fuch  need  of  their  fervices,  were 
jealous  *,  and  in  this,  as  in  many  other  inftancea,  prepared  the  way  to  their  own 
ruin,  for  fear  of  being  undone.  It  ought  naturally  to  have  been  expeded  that  the 
ARMENiANSi,  who  are  brave  and  tenacious  of  their  property,  would  have  ftruggled 
hard  to  be  delivered  from  a  rapacious  enemy :  however,  upon  the  firft  news  of 
maohmud's  arrival,  the  king  enjoined  them  to  appear  with  their  military  equt^ 
pa^e  before  bis  palace,  intending,  as  he  faid,  to  entruft  them  with  the  guard  ofhia 
perfon,  during  the  abfenceof  his  hou(hold  troops,  who  were  going  to  march  againft  the 
rebels.  Flattered  with  this  teftimony  of  benevolence,  they  repaired  to  the  place 
appointed  in  great  numbers ;  but  no  fooner  were  they  drawn  up,  than  they  were 
commanded  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  dilmiOied  with  ftrift  orders  to  deliver  up 
what  arms  TOight  be  ftill  remaining  among  them,  Tho*  fuch  a  mark  of  diftruft  was 
fufficient  to  provoke  a  brave  people ;  yet  as  foon  as  they  knew  that  the  Afghans 
were  advancing,  they  defired  fuccour,  offering  to  maintain  the  persian  troops  at 
their  own  expencc.  They  repeated  their  inftances  as  the  rebels  approached ;  and 
finding  that  the  vali  of  arabia,  who  had  promi(ed  to  fend  them  affiftance,  broke 
his  word,  they  ftill  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  making  as  good  a  defence,  as 
•their  fituation  and  circumftances  would  permit. 

Things  were  thus  fituated,  when  the  Afghans  appeared  before  julfa  :  they  at- 
tacked the  place  the  very  night  they  arfived,  and  the  aflault  lafted  two  hours.     In 
rorderto  make  the  enemy  believe  they  had  regular  troops,  the  Armenians,  during 
!the engagement,*  called  each  other  by  Persian  names;  and  tho*  they  were  very^ 
^indifferently  armed,  yet  they  defended  themfclvcS'  with  fo  much  bravery,  that  the  * 

Vol.  IL  Y  utmoft 


i6i  THEREIGNOF  Part  VII. 

utmoft  the  enemy  could  do,  was  to  feize  upon  a  little  entrenchment,  which  had 
1/22.  been  thrown  up  in  a  hurry.  Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  they  waited  for  the  vali 
of  ARABIA,  defigning  to  attack  the  Afghans  in  their  turn ;  but  this  general  foon 
made  them  fenfible  of  the  indifference  he  bore  to  the  common  caufc.  Inftead  of 
keeping  his  word  with  them,  he  prevented  seffie  myrra  %  who  was  marching 
during  the  attack  at  the  head  of  a  detachment  of  horfe,  in  order  to  make  a  diver- 
fion,  from  proceeding  any  farther,  rcprefcnting  that  the  king  his  father  would  not 
permit  that  the  prcfumptivc  heir  of  the  crown  mould  cxpofc  himfclf  to  fo  dangerous 
an  encounter. 

This  extraordinary  proceeding,  together  with  thatof  difarming  the  Armenians, 
induced  people  to  think,  that  it  was  the  king's  intention  to  facrifice  julfa  and  its 
inhabitants  to  the  fafety  of  the  capital.  Nor  is  it  altogether  improbable,  that  this 
weak  prince,  through  the  inftigation  of  his  treacherous  miniftcr,  the  vali  of  Ara- 
bia, might  imagine  that  the  Afghans  would  be  contented  with  the  wealth  they 
ihould  Bnd  in  that  town,  without  perfMing  in  fo  hazardous  an  enterprize  as  the 
fiege  of  ISFAHAN.  This  Arabian  prince,  by  religion  a  sunni,  and  actuated  with 
the  fame  ambition  as  his  father,  who  thirty  years  before  attempted  to  (hake  off  the  ^ 
PERSIAN  yoke,  either  held  a  correfpondence  with  maghmud,  which  is  moft  proba- 
ble ;  or  was  governed  by  the  pernicious  maxim  of  thofe  generals,  who,  to  prolong 
their  own  authority,  do  not  chuie  to  terminate  a  war,  when  ic  is  in  their  power  to 
bring  it  to  a  fortunate  iflue. 

The  ARMENIANS  had  not  time  to  refrefh  themfelves  after  the  fatigues  of  the  firft 
sUTauit,  but  were  ]M*eparing  againft  a  fecond,  when  the  befiegers  taking  the  advantage 
of  the  obfcurity  of  the  night,  went  round  the  town,  to  try  if  a  breach  was  prafti- 
cable  in  their  walls  of  earth  ^.  A  pbrseb  in  their  fervice,  undertook  to  make  a  hole 
through  the  wall ;  which  having  done  to  his  purpofe,  an  elephant  was  brought  up 
to  it,  and  by  his  means  a  part  of  thofe  feeble  ramparts  was  broke  down :  nazr 
9LLAH,  who  commanded  the  party,  took  pofleflion  of  the  breach;  and  the  Arme- 
nians perceiving  that  he  waited  only  for  day-light  to  enter  the  town,  deputed  the 
chief  pcrfons  among  them,  before  the  night  was  fpcnt,  to  capitulate.  The  afghan 
commander  heard  their  propofals,  as  one  who  was  fure  of  conqueft :  he  obliged 
^em  to  furrender  at  difcretion,  and  to  ranfom  their  lives  and  effeAs,  by  a  contri* 
bution. of  feventy  thoufand  tomans'^. 

Harq  as  this  condition  appeared  to  the  Armenians,  maghmud  added  another 
more  fpvere:  he  was  hardly  mailer  of  julfa,  when  he  demanded  a  ccrtam  number 
of  young  virgins,  whom  they  IhouW  pick  out  of  the  moft  confiderable  families. 
The  ai^ohans  were  maftcrs  of  the.  town-,  and  the  Armenians  had  no  other  rcfolu- 
tion  to  take  than  that  of  fubmiffion.  All  the  young  women  that  could  be  found, 
who  ^were  remarkable  for  their  beauty,  and  whofe  age  exceeded  nineteen,  were 
brought  before  certain  perfons  appointed  for  this  examination :  thefe  chofe  fifty  out. 
of  the  number,  and  conduced  them  to  fakabad,   adorned  with  their  richeft 

cloaths,. 


as  iadcciii  arc  almoft  all  tbe  fortified  places  in  the  caA.       f  One  handral  fcventyfive  thoofand  £ooods. 
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cloaths,  and  jewels,  where  they  were  prcfcntcd  to  the  conqueror.     Maohmod  kepti;!^- 
part  of  them  for  his  own  harram,  ^nd  diftributed  the  remainder  among  his  princU 

pal  officers. 

The  ARMENIANS  are  jealous  in  the  higheft  degree  of  their  honor,  fo  that  no-> 
thing  could  cut  them  deeper  thon  to  deliver  up  their  daughters.  The  difconfolate 
mothers  made  julfa  refound  with  their  lamentations.  Some  of  thofe  young  maidt 
were  fo  (hocked  to  fee  themfelves  abandoned  to  the  enemies  of  their  country,  that 
they  died  with  cxceffive  grief.  The  afohans,  whofe  hearts  could  not  but  feel,  in 
fome  meafurc,  the  diftrcfs  of  thcfe  young  women,  and  whofe  religion  by  no  means 
allows  of  any  violence,  fent  thofe  home  who  were  moft  afflicted  i  and  others  were 
ranfomed  by  their  parents  i  infomuch  that  in  a  few  days,  there  remained  but  a 
fmall  part  of  them  in  flavery. 

The  AFGHANS,  humane  in  this  refpef^,  were  inexorable  in  regard  to  the  cond-i- 
bution.  The  Armenians  alledging  that  the  chief  part  of  their  effeds  was  in 
ISFAHAN,  pretended  to  be  abfolutely  incapable  of  paying  fuch  a  fum.  They  of* 
fered,  however,  to  enter  into  an  obligation  of  paying  it,  as  foon  as  they  recovered 
their  effedts,  that  is,  upon  the  taking  of  the  city,  or  at  the  conclufion  of  a  peace* 
This  was  making  the  fruits  of  the  firft  fuccefs  depend  upon  a  new  event.  Mach- 
Muo  appeared  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  propofal ;  but  as  foon  as  he  had  their  bond 
in  his  hands,  he  ordered  three  of  the  principal  men  among  them,  who  had  (igned 
it,  to  be  arrefted  as  fureties  i  and  pretending  that  his  treafure  was  exhaufted,  he  in- 
fixed upon  their  paying  immediately  what  money  they  had  in  their  hands,  as  part 
of  the  fum,  and  in  confequence  of  this  determination,  he  ordered  their  houfesto  be 
fearched.  The  Armenians,  whofe  avarice  had  caufed  them  to  overflioot  their 
mark  %  began  to  be  fenlible  of  the  folly  they  had  committed,  in  endeavouring  to 
evade  the  payment ;  but  it  was  too  late  to  reAify  the  miftake.  The  officers  who 
made  the  tearch,  difcharged  their  commiffion  with  the  utmoft  exaftnefs  y  taking 
.  every  valuable  thing  they  could  find^  as  gold,  filver,  jewels,  moveables,  rich  filks^ 
i^c.  infomuch  that  the  inhabiunts,  excc;pt  the  fecurity  of  their  perfons,  experienced 
jevery  a£b  of  violence  and  barbarity,  as  when  a  town  is  taken  by  ftorm. 

All  this  wealth  did  not  fatisfy  the  avarice  of  the  conqueror ;  recourfe  was  had  to 
tortures  in  order  to  incrcafe  it.  The  principal  perfons  among  the  Armenians 
were  moft  cruelly  baftinadoed,  to  compel  them  to  difcover  the  eflfe£ts,  which  they, 
and  their  friends,  were  fuppofcd  to  have  concealed.  None  of  them  could  withftand 
the  feverity  of  the  torture,  except  dominic  jaques  kardelans,  a  man  of  weight 
iind  figure  among  his  countrymen,  and  far  advanced  in  years,  whom  all  the  rigor 
of  this  punifliment  could  not  oblige  to  difcover  any  other  peribn.  From  this  man  and 
his  brothers  they  took  twelve  thoufand  tomans  \  in  ready  money,  and  feven  thou- 
Tand'' from  sherimans';  it  was  thought,  that  what  they  got  by  plunder,  greatly 
exceeded  the  fum  demanded :  and  yet  it  was  valued  at  only  twenty  thoufand  to* 
mans  %  which  he  ordered  to  be  ftruckt>ff  from  the  feventy  thoufand  mentioned  in 
the  bond. 

Y  2  Such 

^  See  remark.  Vol.  I.  page  80.  ^  Thir^r  tboufaiul  pounds.  <  Serenteea  thoufand 

£re  hundred  pounds.  *  Thefe  are  remarkable  great  traders  to  this  day.  *  Fifty  thouraiid 

pounds  in  part  of  one  hundred  fttenty-fivethoBfand. 
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1722.  Such  a£ls  of  violence  flung  the  whole  town  into  the  utnMft  conftemation :  the 
miflionaries  withdrew  co  Isfahan,  each  order  leaving  only  one  religious  perfon  in 
their  Houfe :  and  the  bifhop  took  the  fame  refolution.  The  Armenians  were  not 
Ignorant,  that  the  Persians  fufpei^ed  them  of  holding  a  correfpondence  with  the 
enemy,  yet  many  of  them  had  already  thrown  themfelves  into  the  town,  and  others 
were  preparing  to  follow  their  example,  when  maghmvd  ordered  guards  to  be 
pofted,  to  hinder  any  further  defertion. 

While  julfa  was  thus  a  prey  to  the  avarice  and  cruelty  of  the  Afghans  ;  magh- 
MUD  was  preparing  to  beHege  Isfahan.  This  city  is  diftinguiflied,  no  lefs  for  th^ 
magnificence  of  its  buildings,  than  for  the  vaft  trafb  it  inclofes}  the  circumference 
being  ordinarily  computed  at  twency*fbur  miles,  including  its  gardens  and  fuburbs. 
It  is  fituated  in  a  plain  to  the  north  of  the  zenderoud,  which  fcparates  it  from 
JULFA.  The  fource  of  this  river  is  diftant  only  three  days  journey:  there  are  va- 
ricnas  accounts  concerning  the  courfc  of  it,  but  it  is  agreed  to  be  of  very  fntall  ex- 
tent. Abas  the  great  caufed  a  channel  to  be  cut  through  the  mountains,  thirty 
leagues  diftant,  by  which  means  the  waters  of  the  river  mahmoud  kbr  were  con- 
veyed into  the  z£nd£iu>vd  ;  which  renders  it  as.  wide  and  deep,  upon  the  melting 
of  the  fflows  kk  Iht  ipring,  as  the  ^eine  is  in  the  #ifiter  at  par  is. 

Th«  cOrtMntinicaeion  oT  the  t?wo  banks  of  this  Hver  is  fupported  by  different 
bridges.  Thfc  Ja^geft  and  &)eft  is  that  of  jvlf a  :  it  h  three  hundred  and  fixty  geo- 
metrical piices  in  lengthy  and  thirteen  in  breadth }  the  two  extremities  of  it  are 
ftmked  b}  four  ToAnd  towefs,  ^i^ch  a  covered  gallery,  which  ranges  on  both  fides, 
the  length  of  the  bridge ^  tihe  wlicde  decorated  with  the  richeft  ornaments  of  Per- 
sian architeAure.  It  is  joined  by  tw^xatffeways,  msidt  with  a  gentle  defcent  to  a 
double  row  df  trees  above  three  tihotifiind  paces  long.  This  delightful  alley  is  lined 
with  terra^les  idld  plane  trees :  it  is  called  ront^  ba^,  or  four  gardens;  and  is  bor- 
dered with  gardens  which  belong  to  the  king.  It  is  terminated  by  a  large  pavilion 
towards  the  tdWn,  and  on  the  cppofite  fide  %  a  building,  in  the  royal  ^rden,  cal- 
led RA2AR  JERIB,  or  thtufond  gardens.  The  town  of  julfa  on  the  one  fide,  and 
the  fuburb  of  abtasab^ad  on. the  other,  ftretch  along  thie  zenderoud.  From  the 
bridge  of  julfa  to  the  bridge  abasabad  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half:  the  laft  is  to 
called  from  the  neighbouring  fuburb,  and  ferves  as  a  communication  to  the  ^leeftero 
extremity  of  the  town. 

The  bridge  of  barbaroui,  which  is  Icfs  diftant  than  that  of  abasabad  from  the 
bridge  of  JULFA,  is  the  third  we  meet  with  dcfccndlng :  like  the  latter  it  is  lined 
with  galleries,  and  is  not  fo  much  inferior  to  it  in  architcdure,  as  in  length.  About 
H  mile  farther,  advancing  eaftward,  is  the  bridge  of  shirass,  fo  denominated, 
becaufe  it  is  the  roadway  to  that  city;  and  near  it  is  the  village  of  cheerestan^ 
Isfahan  was  now  in  its  higheft  fplendor,  and  efteemed  the  largeft  and  moft  mag- 
nificent  in  asia  %  with  fix  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  exclufive  of  thofc  crowds, 
«l)o  had  fled  hither  for  flicker  from  different  parts  of  tha  open  countjcy,  and  were 
itckoned  near  an  hundred  thoufand  fouls. 

•  It  is  probable  ftttt  dtl«8  in  cmiiA  ezceedetfii. 


^hap.I.  SHAH    SULTAN    HUSSEIN.  165 

Such  whs  the  impcrt'tance  of  Isfahan,  which  maoh mud  dared  to  beliegc  with  1722. 
fo  fmall  an  army.  This  young  prince,  who  was  ftill  encamped  at  farabad,  or- 
dered entrenchments  to  be  thrown  up  between  the  river  and  julfa  ;  and  the  fame 
day  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  this  town,  he  commanded  fome  fquadrons  to  prcfent 
themfclvcs  before  the  ramparts  of  Isfahan,  to  obfcrve  the  difpofition  of  the  enemy. 
This  detachment,  fupported  by  jt  confiderable  part  of  the  army,  began  to  execute 
their  orders 5  but  the  Persians,  now  recovered  from  their  lirft  panic,  gave  them 
fo  warm  a  reception,  that  they  were  obliged  to  retire,  with  fome  lofs. 

,  Maghmud  then  marched  himfelf  in  person,  intending  to  n)ake  a  general  afiault. 
The  2ift  of  MARCH  he  appeared  at  the  head  of  his  army,  upon  the  banks  of  the 
zenDeroud  ;  but  finding  the  river  overflown,  and  the  bridges  ftrdngly  guarded, 
this  aftion  ended  at  the  right,  and  in  the  center,  in  fome  random  (hots 'from  their 
cannon,  which  were  very  ill  ferved  :  the  affair  was  more  ferious  to  the  left ;  for  the 
officer  who  commanded  that  attack,  giving  way  defignedly,  drew  the  troops  that 
guarded  the  bridge  of  abasabad  after  him  ;  upon  which  he  faced  about,'  and 
brought  on  an  eng^^nent,  in  which  about  two  hundred  men  on  each  fide  were 
flain.  The  Persians^  ftrll  continued  inaAers  of  the  bridge  i  and  a  retreat  being 
founded,  the  Afghan  army  r^w-ed  to  their  camp,  after  riding  and  hollooing,  ra- 
ther than  fighting,  for  the  4>ace  of  fix  hours. 

TiTE  befiegod,  who  faw  What  pafled  from  the  tops  of  theterraflcs,  with  which 
ftfe  houfesof  isFAHAii  are  towered,  bigan  to  alter  the  opinion  which  they  had  con- 
ceived of  the  enemy's  bravery.  Their  fpirits  were  raifed  upon  refie6<ing,  how  ill 
this  laft  attack  had  been  corttriv«d,  and  how  weakly  e^tecuced  :  they  looked  upon 
the  flow  advances  of  the  Afghans  dfter  the  battle  of  ctrLNABAO,  and  the  great 
precaution  their  chief  ufed  in  entrenching  himfelf,  as  a  certain  fign  of  a  timorous  diP 
pofition  5  but  they  were  foon  obliged  to  fly  again  to  the  -defence  of  their  ramparts. 

MACMUen  being  infcrin*d  by  hi*  fpiies  in  fche  dty,  of  the  iffcft  of  his  inriprudent 
enterprizc,  hid  taken  a  fudden  refolution  to  re-dftabliOi  the  reputation  of  bis  arms 
by  fome  fignal. exploit.  With  this  ^defign  his  army  appeared  in  battalia  on  the 
asd^*,  and  while  fome  of  his  troops  were  founding  the  river  in  difierent  parts^  as 
if  they  intended  to  ford  it,  the Tenjainder  fell  fword  in  hand  upon  the  Persians  who 
defended  the  bridge  of  shir  ass.  The  Afghans  behaved^  on  this  occaOon,  With  fo 
much  refolution  and  bravery,  that  the  Persians  gave  way  at  the  very  firft  onfet. 
They  were  already  msifters  of  the»bridge,  and  confidering  the  confufion  into  which 
the  PERSIANS  were  thrown,  the  rebels  might  have  entered  the  town  with  them,  had 
not  achwed  AG  a,  a  white  eunuch,  and  a  foldicr  of  approved  valour,  whom  the 
king  had  now  deputed  governor  rf  ijfahan,  come  up  with  a  body  of  veteran 
tfoops,  and  renewed  the  engagement.  He  drove  the  afohans  back  to  the  middle 
of  the  bridge ;  and  while  both  parties  were  fighting  there  with  equal  obftinacy, 
fome  pieces  of  cannon,  that  were  in  battery  upon  the  banks  of  the  river,  were 
pointed "*  at  the  Afghans,  *hich  cleared  the  bridge,  and  put  the  rebels  to  flight. 
Aci^MED  AGA  purfued  them  as  far  as  their  entrenchments,  and  made  a  terrible 

flaughter. 

*  March.  ^  .This  piece  of  fervice was  performed  by  obe  jacob^  a  cov&x.A«D8it,  who  ' 

from  a  cartwright,  was  made  an  officer  oF  the  arcilleiy. 
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1722.  daughter.  Maohmvd  had  been  undone,  if  the  vali  of  arabia  had  fallen  upon 
him  at  the  fame  time  with  his  troops;  but  this  prince  now  confirmed  his  treachery, 
in  the  efteem  of  thofe  who  were  not  infatuated  ;  and  facrificed  his  reputation  as  a 
Ibldier,  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  the  ftate,  to  his  flagitious  pmipofes  •• 


CHAP.      IL 

M  ACHMut>  fends  a  deputation  to  isfah  an  with  propofals  of  peaci.  He  makes  himfelf 
}najier  of  the  bridge  abasabad,  and  invejis  the  city.  The  troops  marching  to  the 
relief  of  the  befieged  are  defeated.  Gallant  behaviour  of  the  inhabitants  of  bzh  isr 
FAHAN.     Treacherous  conduSl  of  the  vali  ^arabia.     Defeat  af  the  khan  of 

COHKILAN. 

MAGHMUD  was  much  diiheartened  at  his  difappointment  in  the  lad:  adion ; 
the  promifes  of  the  vali  of  arabia  were  now  become  his  chief  dependance ; 
and  yet  what  fecurity  could  he  have  of  the  fidelity  of  «  traitor  ?  The  vigorous  de- 
fence made  by  the  befieged,  and  the  repulfes  he  met  with  in  his  feveral  attacks^ 
alarmed  his  fears,  left  his  next  attempt  flbould  meet  with  no  better  fuccefs.  He 
knew,  however,  that  Isfahan  was  deftitute  of  provifions,  and  that  it  muft  fall,  if 
he  could  cut  off  the  communication  with  the  country :  but  for  this  purpofe,  it  was 
neceffary  to  throw  a  bridge  over  the  river ;  or  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  one  of 
thofe  which  had  been  fo  gallantly  maintained  by  the  Persians.  Befides,  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  circumference  rendered  this  projeA  extremely  dangerous,  as  the  fi^ 
could  not  be  turned  into  a  blockade,  without  giving  the  khans  of  the  provinces 
time  to  aflemble ;  and  the  jundion  of  any  body  of  forces  with  thofe  in  the  city, 
muft  render  his  cnterprize  abortive.  In  order  to  obtain  a  peace,  the  king  had  fome 
time  before  offered  him  a  la^e  fum  of  money,  with  the  fovereignty  of  kandahar, 
and  confented  alfo,  to  yield  up  the  province  of  hassarai,  but  refufed  to  grant  him 
one  of  the  princefles  his  daughters  in  marriage.  It  was  this  refufal  which  determined 
MAGHMua  to  lay  fi^e  to  Isfahan,  at  a  time  when  he  was  thinking  how  to  fecurc 
an  honourable  retreat. 

Things  being  thus  circumftanced,  he  refolved  to  try  what  he  could  do  by  nego- 
tiation, of  which  his  enemies  had  fet  him  the  example.  For  this  purpofe  he  de- 
puted one  of  his  principal  officers,  with  a  commifllon  to  offer  to  raife  the  fiege,  and 
agree  to  a  peace,  on  condition  that  the  king  would  give  him  one  of  the  princeffes 
his  daughters  in  marriage,  with  a  portion  of  fifty  thoufand  tomans  ^  •,  and  acknow- 
ledge him  as  fovereign,  not  only  of  kandahar  and  khrrman,  which  he  already 
poffefled,  but  likewife  pf  the  province  of  khorassan,  which  fhould  be  yielded  to 
him  by  the  fame  treaty. 

Shah  hussein  was  under  great  perturbation  what  meafures  topurfue^  but  theie 
conditions  appeared  very  difhonourable. .  The  manner  in  which  the  Afghans  bad 

hitherto 

*  As  generaliffimo  he  had  fifty  tomani,  or  one  handred  and  twrnty-five  poonds  a  day  ;  bat  this  was  not 
the  only  motive  which  induced  him  to  make  a  facrifice  of  thofe  whofe  pay  he  received*  f  One 

Jiundrea  and  twenty -five  thoafimd  pound*. 
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hitherto  conduced  thcmfclvcs,  fliaittcred  him  into  a  belief,  that  the  governors  of  the  1722. 
provinces,  and  the  tributary  princes  would  have  time  to  march  to  his  afliftance» 
and  there  was  then  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  the  enemy  would  be  crufhed  *,  he  there* 
fore  rejefted  thefe  propofais. 

Maghmud  being  informed  by  the  return  of  his  deputy,  of  the  little  fuccefi  of 
his  commiflion)  prepared  to  obtain  by  famine,  what  he  no  longer  expedted  by  force 
of  arms.  This  enterprize  alfo,  was  extremely  delicate.  The  Persians  had  by  ad« 
vanced  pofts,  made  a  further  addition  to  the  circumference,  infomuch  that  the 
AFGHANS  could  not  divide  themfelves  into  fo  many  bodies,  as  there  were  places 
to  occupy,  without  running  the  rilk  of  being  beaten  in  feparate  detachments  :  thefe 
difficulties  did  not  retard  maghmud,  who  fecretly  renewing  his  engagements  with 
the  VAU  of  ARABIA,  applied  himfclf  to  the  execution  of  his  project. 

After  he  had  taken  this  refolution,  he  detached  different  bodies  of  troops  to  ra- 
vage the  diftrift  of  Isfahan.  This  territory  contained  a  great  number  of  villages, 
built  by  the  orders  of  abas  the  great,  who  peopled  them  not  only  with  the  natives 
of  IRA  c  age  MI,  but  likewife  with  fcveral  families  which  he  tranfported  thicher  from 
other  parts  of  the  empire.  The  plain  is  fruitful,  and  produces  provifions  fufficient 
to  maintain  both  the  inhabitants  of  the  open  country,  and  thofe  of  the  capital. 
The  AFGHANS  charged  with  this  commiffion,  took  poffeffion  of  fome  of  thefe  vil- 
lages by  force,  of  others  by  cutting  off  the  water,  and  many  were  abandoned  upon 
their  approach  ;  infomuch  that  the  number  of  thofe  which  refitted,  and  by  tiring 
them  out,  efcaped  falling  into  their  hands^  was  very  finall.  The  Afghans,  ac- 
cording to  the  barbarities  of  the  eaft,  put  moft  of  the  men  to  the  fword,  and 
brought  off  fo  great  a  number  of  the  women  and  children  into  flavery,  that  upon 
making  a  diftribution  of  them,  five  or  fix  fell  to  the  Ihare  of  every  private  foldier. 
This  large  fupply  of  female  flaves  induced  them  to  fend  home  the  armeniaNv 
girls,  who  were  yet  left  in  their  poffeffion. 

This  expedition  ferved  not  only  to  cut  off  all  forage  and  provifions  from  the  city,, 
but  likewilc  to  bring  great  plenty  into  their  own  camp.     Their  magazines  being 
filled,  they  might  now  inveft  the  place  without  being  obliged  to  fend  out  detach* 
ments  for  provifions  or  forage.     This  was  of  the  greater  moment,  as  maghmud 
had  waited  in  vain  for  a  reinforcement  from  kherman  and  kandahar;  however: 
he  augmented  his  forces  by  making  foldiers  of  many  of  thofe  who  had  followed 
his  army  as  menial  fervants,  fupplying  their  places  with  prifoners  whofe  lives  he  • 
had  fpared. 

From  the  affair  of  the  bridge  of  shir  ass,  till  the  latter  end  of  april,  that  is, 
during  the  whole  time  they  were  plundering  the  open  country,  maghmud  amufed" 
the  befieged  with  different  negotiations ;  but  as  foon  as  he  recruited  his  army,  and. 
his  different  detachments  had  joined  him,  he  refolved  to  break  off  this. kind  of. 
firuce.  The  great  objcdt  he  had  in  view  for  the  prefent,  was  to  open  a  paffage  over- 
the  river,  which  a  particular  accident  gave  him  a  favourable  opportunity  of  accom* 
plifhing.  The  head  of  the  bridge  aba  sab  ad  was  covered  by  an  entrenchment,*. 
lined  with  fome  pieces  of  cannon :  a  detachment  of  Georgians^  to  whom  the  de* 

fence 
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lytz.  fence  of  this  bridge  was  entrufted,  had  obtained  a  fupply  of  fpifritQOtis  liquors: 
,.  MAGHMUD  was  HO  fooncr  informed  of  this  incident,  which  happened  the  laft  day  of 
APHiL,  than  he  detached  fifteen  hundred  men  to  attadc  them.  The  oeoroian^ 
as  he  had  forcfcen,  were  all  ftupiBed,  or  not  able  to  (land,  intbmuch  that  after  a 
fmall  refiftance  they  were  cut  to  pieces.  The  Afghans  having  made  themfelvcs 
matters  of  this  important  poft,  fecured  the  pofieffion  of  ic,  by  turning  the  artillery 
againft  the  enemy.  Part  of  the  army  fiM  oflF  immediately  over  this  bridge,  and 
fpread  themfclves  round  the  town.  Guards  were  placed  at  the  principal  paflages, 
and  fcouts  ordered  to  march  continually  from  one  of  tbefe  pofts  to  the  o.tfaer,  fo  that 
ISFAHAN  was  that  fame  day  entirely  invefl:ed« 

THisfuccefs  alarmed  thebefieged;  they  had  for  forac  time  made  earned  appli- 
cation for  liberty  to  attack  the  enemy  ;  but  now  their  requeft  was  changed  into 
murmurs.  They  declared  aloud  that  maghmud  dreading  the  bravery  of  the  Per- 
sian troops,  which  he  had  fo  lately  experienced,  was  deteritrined  to  avoid  all  occa« 
fions  of  fighting,  and  endeavoured  to  deftroy  them  bjr  famine :  that  to  temporize  on 
fo  preffing  an  occafion  was  betraying  the  common  cauie  i  diat  it  was  no  laager  time 
to  deliberate  ;  that  their  only  resource  was  to  march  agidnft  the  rebek,  before  hun- 
ger had  deftroyed  part  of  the  citizens,  and  rendered  the  feft  usable  to  make  u(e 
of  their  arms.  This  generous  and  prudent  refolution,  if  it  had  been  carried  into 
execution,  would  in  all  probability  have  quafhed  their  enemies,  and  it  really  was 
the  only  expedient  left.  The  athcmat  doulet  and  moft  of  the  grandees  were 
of  this  opinion,  and  even  the  king  thought  fo  himfelf ;  but  die  vali  of  akabia  had 
fo  difgutfed  his  treacherous  purpofes,  as  to  have  an  abfolute  afcendant  over  the 
weak  and  flufiuating  mind  of  this  unhappy  prince.  After  what  pa0ed,  the  advice 
of  the  VALI  ought  in  all  reafon  to  have  confirmed  what  might  otherwife  be  only  a 
ftrong  fufpicion  of  treafon,  yet  heeafily  prevailed  on  hussein  to  temporize,  in  hopes 
of  fuccours. 

The  inhabitants  of  Isfahan  now  felt  the  dreadful  efFefts  of  famine  ;  and  all  their 
hopes  feemed  to  vani(h.  The  governors  of  the  provinces  refufed  to  ferve  under 
ALi  MERDAN  KHAN,  VALI  of  LOKisTAN,  who,  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the 
court,  appeared  at  the  head  of  ten  thoufand  men  at  honsar,  where  he  expend 
they  wou  d  join  him.  Cassum,  kHan  of  the  bactiarians  *,  appeared  with  twelve 
thoufand  horfe,  and  advanced  towards  Isfahan  ;  but  as  am  an  oLa  kept  the  field 
with  a  flying  camp,  he  fell  upon  this  khan  when  he  was  leaft  expefted.  Two 
thoufand  bactiarians  were  killed  in  this  engagement,  and  the  red  were  difperfed 
and  put  to  flight. 

The  love  which  the  vali  of  loristan  bore  to  hh  country,  gave  him  a  quibk 
fenfibility  of  this  misfortune;  though  it  was  aneflfeft  of  the  qontempc  (hewn  to  hh 
authority.  This  prince  had  been  baniflied  for  fomc  time  to  kherman,  by  the  arti- 
fice of  one  of  his  brothers,  who  fupplanted  him  in  lus  command  of  VAti ;  but  as 

ibon 

*  Bakthiar,  in  persic,  fignifies  happy.  Thefe  are  rhe  BACTiAaiANs  fituate  Weft  of  Ispahan  ; 
the  ordinary  refidence  of  whofe  khan  is  iaid  to  be  the  town  of  h  on s  a  r.  Thefe  people  inhabit  the  caftem 
parts  of  the  deferts  towards  b  ago  at:  they  live  mofily  in  tents,  and  are  divided  into  two  tribes,  caUe4 
qUa  HAR.  Li.ao  and  ifh-lino.    They  pretend  to  have  embraced  chriftianity  under'coJisTANTiNS  cht 

CMAT. 
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leon  as  lielcnew  that  the  Afghans  were  marching  towards  the  capital,  he  came  to  1722. 
offer  his  fcrvices.  His  experience  and  valor,  virtues  fo  neceflary  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  were  fo  well  known,  that  he  was  reinftated  in  his  principality  ;  and  he  jufti- 
fied  this  mark  of  confidence,  by  the  bravery  with  which  he  behaved  ac  the  battle  of 
ouLNABAD.  But  not  fatisficd  with  having  given  this  mark  of  fidelity,  he  had, 
(ince  the  commencement  of  the  fiege,  amailed  a  quantity  of  provifion,  and  defigned 
to  force  his  way  with  it  into  Isfahan.  He  was  ju(t  upon  the  point  of  making  this 
attempt ;  when  his  brother  defeated  thedefign,  by  a  new  piece  of  treachery. 

This  wretch,  was  ambitious  of  a  dignity  which  he  did  not  m^rit,  and  to  which, 
as  a  younger  brother,  the  order  of  birth  gave  him  no  right.  At  a  time  when  this 
prince  was  gone  upon  a  journey  of  fome  days,  in  order  to  make  new  levies,  by  fome 
indireA  means  he  obtained  the  command  himfelf ;  and  as  he  was  now  mafter  of 
the  convoy,  and  of  a  confiderable  force,  without  waiting  his  brother's  return,  he 
joined  the  khan  of  hamadan,  and  marched  with  him  to  the  relief  of  Isfahan. 
But  his  perfidy,  tho'  it  might  have  a  mixture  of  virtue,  was  attended  with  a  fignal 
punilhment.  Thefe  two  chiefs  had  fix  thoufand  men  under  their  command,  and 
expedied  to  join  the  troops  of  cohkilan  upon  their  march  i  but  falling  in  with  the 
body  of  AFGHANS  commanded  by  aman  ola,  within  three  days  journey  of  isfa* 
han,  they  were  attacked  before  they  had  time  to  recover  their  furprize^  near  three 
thoufand  of  their  men  were  flain,  and  the  remainder  faved  themfelves  by  flight ; 
among  whom  was  the  brother  of  the  vali  of  loristan.  Ali  mbrdan  khak» 
provoktd  at  an  adlion  which  defeated  the  chief  hopes  of  the  empire,  foon  after  fa* 
crificed  this  unnatural  brother  to  his  own  refentment,  and  the  public  vengeance* 

Aman  ola  having  taken  poflefCon  of  this  convoy,  with  all  the  baggage  of  the 
i^ERsiAN  troops,  was  fully  fenfible  of  the  great  confequence  of  his  vi(5tory}  but  he 
ftained  the  luftre  of  it  by  his  cruelty.  Part  of  the  Persians  had  laid  down  their 
arms,  upon  promife  of  quarter  j  yet  he  paid  no  regard  to  his  word,  for  he  faved 
only  thofe  from  whom  he  expe^ed  a  confiderable  ranfom,  abandoning  the  reft  to 
the  inhumanity  of  his  foldicrs,  who  killed  them  in  cold  blood. 

Three  miles  from  Isfahan,  there  is  atowji  called  ben  Isfahan  %  fituated  on 
the  declivity  of  a  hill,  and  fortified  with  the  addition  of  fome  art.  At  the  foot  of 
this  place  ^extends  a  plain,  which  feveral  rivulets  of  running  water  contribute  to 
render  fruitful  and  agreeable.  After  the  battle  of  gulnabad,  many  flocked  thifther 
from  the  neighbouring  villages,  infomuch  that  there  was  a  number  of  men  capable 
to  bear  arms;  and  thefe  had  been  extremely. adkive  in  harafling  the  enemy.  Hav- 
ing now  received  intelligence,  that  the  Afghans  were  returning  to  their  camp  after 
their  vi£lory,  much  fatigued  with  their  march,  and  without  obferving  any  order  ^ 
th^  attacked  them  with  fo  eager  a  thirft  of  revenging  the  death  of  their  country* 
men,  that  they  put  them  to  flight,  and  feifed  on  their  baggage  and  convoy^ 

Maghmud  was  fo  much  provoked  at  this  affront,  which  might  have  been  attend* 
ed  with  dangerous  confequences  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  his  affairs  ^  chat  he  in* 

ftantly 

*  In  ARABIC  as  W^lla9  HEBREW,  f(>n  of  ItjTAI^All^  .... 
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.>7az.  ftantly  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  bcxiy  of  caralry,  and  overtook  the  enemy  as 
they  were  returning  home  with  their  booty.  Fortune  however  favoured  thi$  prince 
as  little  as  it  had  done  his  general.  Thefe  peafants  gave  him  fo  warm  and  fo  refo* 
lute  a  reception,  that  after  cutting  part  of  his  troops  in  pieces,  they  obliged  him 
to  turn  his  back»  and  to  leave  them  a  conliderable  number  of  priibners,  among 
whom  were  his  uncle»  his  younger  brother,  and  two  of  his  coufins. 

The  vexation  caufed  by  this  frefli  difgrace,  did  not  aflFeA  maghmud  fo  tenderly, 
as  his  fears  for  the  prefervation  of  perfons  whom  he  loved,  and  who  were  fo  nearly 
related  to  him.  As  foon  as  he  returned  to  his  camp,  he  fent  an  officer  to  shah 
Huss£iN,  intreating  him  to  interpofe  his  authority  in  their  behalf.  Glad  of  an  op* 
portunity  of  doing  an  a£t  of  humanity,  and  ftill  fondly  expeAing  an  accommoda* 
tion»  this  prince  immediately  difpatched  mirza  rahim,  one  of  the  officers  of  his 
court. '  The  Afghans  efcorted  this  meficnger  as  far  as  ben  Ispahan  :  bo  made  all 
pofliblc  expedition,  but  arrived  too  late ;  for  at  his  entering  the  town,  he  faw  the 
dead  bodies  of  the  captives:  when  he  complained  of  their  having  a&ed  fo  precipi« 
ttately,  in  an  affair  of  that  importance,  they  flopped  his  mouth  by  telling  him,  that 
barbarians,  who,  contrary  to  their  promife,  had  murdered  their  prifoners  in  cold 
blood,  ought  not  to  be  furprized,  if  they  (hould  nreet  with  fuch  treatment  in  their 
sum,  when  there  was  no  promife  given.  Tho*  maghmud  might  naturally  have  ex- 
peded  this  event,  it  flung  him  into  %  kind  of  frenzy.  He  immediately  ordered  all 
the  PERSIANS  in  his  power  to  be  maflSicred  upon  the  fpot;  and  not  contented  with 
fo  cruel  a  revenge,  he  forbid  his  men  to  grant  any  quarter  hereafter  to  the 
encmy^ 

His  mind  was  agitated  for  fome  days  with  the  emotions  of  gritf  and  revenge ; 
but  as  foon  as  he  recovered,  and  began  to  refleA  ferioufly,  he  fell  into  a  ftate  of 
defpondency.  He  had  never  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  reducing  Isfahan, 
but  by  the  reputation  of  his  arms  *,  and  when  that  was  lofl:,  he  could  ha^ly  expeft, 
that  the  vali  of  Arabia  would  be  able  to  prevent  the  befieged  from  taking  ad- 
vantage of  his  difgraces,  by  attacking  him  in  their  turn;  or  elfe,  that  this  treache- 
rous general,  alarmed  at  his  ill  fuccefs,  would  ceafe  to  favour  thofe  whom  fortune 
fcemed  to  have  abandoned.  In  thefe  embarrafiing  circumftances,  he  reinforced  the 
guards  of  the  bridge  abasabad,  and  the  other  pofts ;  and  leaving  only  a  fmall  gar- 
rifon  in  jvlfa,  he  ordered  the  remainder  of  his  army  to  return  to  parabad,  as  if 
he  intended  to  iecure  bis  retreat. 

The  fate  of  the  empire  was  then  in  the  king^is  hands.  He  might  have  eaiiiy 
forced  fotnt  of  thofe  pofts  which  were  at  too  great  a  diflnnce  to  be  able  to  fuppore 
each  other ;  and  if  he  had  done  that,  or  even  made  a  ftiint  towaixia  it,  there  was 
reafon  to  prefume  that  the  enemy  would  have  abandoned  their  feveral  ftations )  and 
inilead  of  befieging^  would  have  been  befieged  themfeivea.  Tlie  Armenians  of 
juLFA,  tho*  fufpefted  of  favouring  the  rebels,  continued  faithful  to  their  fovereign,  to 
-  whom  they  gave  exaft  intelligence  of  every  thing  that  waa  patf  ng,  and  fignaiized 
their  zeal  in  a  particular  manner  on  this  occafion.  They  gave  notice  to  the  oourt 
of  the  confternation  which  had  fpread  itfelf  throughout  the  camp  of  the  Afghans; 
and  in  order  to  induce  the  raRSiAtia  to  make  a  pfop^  ^^  of  it,  they  ofltred  to 

pus 
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p«c  the  garr'rfon  of  j^jtrk  to  che  fward»  «s  Iboa  as  they  could  fee  the  king's  troops  1 722^ 
CBff^d  wkh  the  eneoiy>  This  wm  fuch  a  propofal  as  no  one  in  their  right  fenfes 
could  refufe  to  accept  ^  there  was  the  greateft  probabilitj  of  its  fucceeding ;  and  the 
AroHANS  would  then  have  been  inerLtably  undone.  If  the  bridge  of  ab asabad  had 
been  atcacked  on  bpth  Gdes,  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  it  couid  neyer  hkvt  held  out^ 
whilft  the  detachments  placed  at  the  feveral  pofts,  deprived  of  all  hopes  of  fuccours^ 
or  even  of  a  retreat,  would  have  been  forced  one  after  another ;  and  the  remainder 
of  the  army,  invefted  at  fahabad  to  aU  human  appearance  would  have  been  re- 
duced to  the  neceflity  of  impkiring  the  ckaiency  of  shah  hcssein.  The  leaft 
benefit  they  could  cxpeA  from  fuch  an  enterprize,  niuft  have  been  the  opening  a 
pair^ge  for  the  convoy  which  the  inhabitants  of  B£k  Isfahan  had  recovered. 

Thbss  advantages  were  fo  evident^  that  the  king  could  not  help  feeing  them  % 
and  the  troops  received  orders  to  adt  in  confequence:  but  the  vali  of  arabia 
yet  preferved  t^  apghav^  from  their  danger.  This  prince  judging  that  his 
treacherous  conduft  would  be  difcovered,  if  the  enemy  raifed  the  fiege,  marched 
out  of  the  town,  but  with  a  full  refolution  not  to  fight.  He  evaded  coming  to  ac- 
tion for  fome  days,  alledging  that  he  waited  for  a  body  of  troops,  which,  accord- 
ing to  his  pretended  advices  was  fet  out  from  one  of  the  provinces,  and  could  not 
be  long  upon  their  march.  Having  by  this  delay  cooled  the  king's  ardor,  and  given 
M  AGHMUD  time  to  provide  for  his  fecority,  he  brought  his  army  again  into  the  city^ 
giving  this  fqr  a  reafon,  that  as  the  fuccours  did  not  come,  he  did  not  think  it  pru* 
dent  to  hazard  an  adtion,  which  was  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  empire,  upon  the  pror 
mik  of  fo  fuipedled  a  people  as  the  a&minians  of  jvtFA.  This  aftonifliing  piece 
of  treachery  faved  maghmud,  and  a  new  event  foon  revived  his  hopes.  The  km  ait 
pf  coHKiLAK,  being  ignorant  of  the  d^eat  of  the  troops  which  were  to  join  him^ 
was  in  full  march  towards  the  capital,  when  he  was  attacked,  as  the  others  were 
before  .him,  at  a  time  he  did  not  imagine  the  enemy  fb  near;  and  after  Icfingtwo 
thoufand  men  in  the  engagement,  he  made  the  beft  of  his  way  back  to  his  proviooe 
with  eight  thoufand  men. 


,      C    H    A    P.      III. 

Shah  hussein  applies  in  vain  to  the  vali  ^Georgia.  He  declares  hisfomjEHMAS 

^  MYRZA  bis  fucceffor.     Tjehmas  i^fc^es  from  isfahak.     Fatime  in  isfaha^^^ 

AcHMED  AGA  makes  a  falfy  J  and  is  defeated  by  the  treathery  of  the  vali  <7/"arabm. 

J)eath  of  achmed  aga.    treachery  ofiAZisVK  maghmcd,  governor  of  sig^st an* 

Surrender  of  Isfahan.     Abdication  of  hussein.     Mir   maghmud    receives  the 

.diadem^  and  enters  ista^au, 

THUS  was  ISFAHAN  doomM  to  dellruftion.  The  affliftioh  which  this  news  oc- 
cafioned,  was  increafed  by  another  piece  of  intelligence,  received  foon  after 
it.     The  king  depended  upon  the  Georgians  as  his  deliverers ;  the  valour  of  thofe 
people  was  equally  known  to  the  i>brsians,  and  the  afohansj  and  there  was,  no 
*  reafon  to  doubt,  but  the  enemy  would  raife  the  fiege,  upon  the  firft  notice  of  their 

Z  2  march* 
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march.  From  this  perfuafion,  shah  hussein  wrote  in  the  moft  preifing  terms  to 
"  *  VACHTANGA,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  gulnabad  ;  but  this  haughty  prioce 
not  having  (Irength  of  mind  to  overcome  the  mortification  which  this  monarch  had 
given  him,  by  preventing  his  revenge  on  the  lbsobbs,  adhered  to  the  raih  oath  he 
had  made  on  that  occafion,  and  by  his  refufal  to  fight,  facrificed  the  whole 
empire. 

As  ibon  as  it  was  known,  that  no  afliftance  could  be  expeAed  from  the  gbor«- 
GiANS^  the  apprehenfions,  which  the  inexperience  of  the  rebeh,  and  the  advantages 
obtained  over  them,  had  in  fome  meafure  fufpended,  revived  with  greater  force. 
All  hopes  of  fuccefs  were  now  banilhed }  and  the  minds  of  the  people  were  filled 
with  the  ideas  of  their  pad  misfortunes,  and  of  thofe  dreadful  calamities  which 
hung  over  their  heads.  It  was  notorious,  that  the  governors  of  the  provinces  were 
fully  refolved  not  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  vali  of  loristan  ;  and  tht 
defeat  of  the  khans  of  the  bactiarians,  of  hamadan,  and  cohkilan,  was  a 
proof  that  no  cood  was  to  be  expeded,.  fo  long  as  they  refuied  to  unite  under  the 
fam)e  commander. 

As  the  danger  increafed  every  day,  the  king  thought  it  high  time  to  enter  into 
Ibme  meafures,  to  prevent  the  whole  royal  family  from  being  involved  in  one  com- 
mon  ruin.  This  monarch  had  ^Muteen  Ions,  and  four  daughters.  Thrc^daya 
after  the  battle  of  gulnabad,  he  had  declared  abas  myrza  the  eldelt,  hisfucceflbr 
to  the  throne,  and  refigned  the  care  of  the  government  into  his  hands.  This  young 
prince  being  of  a  very  warm  temper,  and  diidatoing  to  diffimulate,  began  hts  ad«r 
miniftration  with  ordering  the  vali  of  arabia,  the  firft  phyfician,  and  fome  other 
perfons  of  figure,  to  be  put  to  death :  however  they  contrived  to  ward  ofi^  the  blow;; 
by  obtaining  of  the  king  to  fliut  him  up  again  in  the  feraglio ;  where,  according 
to  the  policy  of  the  ftate,  he  had  been  hitherto  confined  with  his  brothers.  Seffie 
JIYRZA,  who  followed  him  in  order  of  birth,  was  fubftituted  in  his  ftead,  but  did 
not  fucceed  better  *,  for  the  courtiers  judging  him  too  weak  to  govern,  about  a 
month  after  he  underwent  the  fame  fate.  The  third  brother  was  not  chofen,  be- 
caufe  the  too  fcrupulous  attachment  which  he  profefled  to  the  duties  of  religion, 
leemed  to  dilqualify  him  for  fuch  an  office  *,  fo  that  TiEHMAS  *  myrza,  who  was 
next  to  him  in  order  of  birth,  was  towards  the  end  of  may  acknowledged  prefump<t 
tive  heir  of  the  crown. 

The  latter  end  of  june»  the  king  refolved  to  fend  this  young  prince  out  of  is« 
fahan.  The  defire  of  fecuring  in  his  perfoa  a  legitimate  fucceflbr  was  not  the 
only  motive,  which  induced  him  to  take  this  refolution,  he  hoped  by  this  means, 
to  deprive  his  generals  of  all  pretence  of  difobedience,  and  that  the  difficulty  they 
made  to  unite  the  forces  of  their  refpeftive  governments,  would  no  longer  fubfift> 
as  foon  as  they  had  orders  to  afifemble  under  the  command  of  the  prefumptive 
heir  of  the  crown.  Aman  ola»  who  had  been  fcnt  with  fome  forces  to  attack  the 
troops  which  were  marching  to  the  relief  of  Isfahan,  was  not  yet  returned ::  his 
abfence  weakened  the  main  body  of  the  Afghans,  infomuch  that  they  could  hardly 

fupply 

*  This  princess. right  name  is  tjeua9um3,  which  in  the  ancicAt  fsrsian  language  figm$cs  n&ct& 
pare. 
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fupply  forces  fufficient  to  guard  the  different  pofts,  which  (hut  up  the  feveral  avt-  tjiz. 
noes  to  the  town. 

TiSHMAS  MYRZA  being  determined  to  follow  the  direftions  of  the  king  his  father, 
iet  out  from  Isfahan  the  21ft  of  junb  in  the  nighty  efcorted  by  three  hundred 
chofen  horfe.  M.ahommed  smir,  furnamed  ashreff*  sultan,  fon  of  mir  ab- 
DALLAH,  whom  MAOHMUD  had  deprived  of  his  throne  and  life  in  kandahar,  com- 
manded the  poft  which  intercepted  the  communication  between  the  town  and  the 
country,  on  the  fide  of  the  gate  tokchi.  Maghmud's  mother  was  extremely 
fond  of  this  young  lord,  and  had  by  her  intreaties  faved  him  more  than  once  from 
the  cruelty  of  her  fon.  Ashreff  diflembled  the  averfion  he  had  conceived  againft 
the  murderer  of  his  father ;  and  behaved  with  fo  much  prudence  and  valor  on 
every  occafion,  at  the  fame  time  giving  fuch  demonftrations  of  zeal  for  the  intereft 
of  his  chief,  that  at  length  he  gained  his  confidence,  as  well  as  the  efteem  of  the 
whole  army. 

This  poft  was  the  beft  guarded,  as  it  was  by  the  tor c hi  gate  the  city  could 
moft  conveniently  receive  fuccours*  Ti£HMAS  hoped  to  furprize  it,  and  to  force 
bis  way  through,  in  ordec  to  retire  to  casbin.  He  advanced  by  the  favour  of  the 
night ;  but  could  not  efcape  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy,  whom  he  found  under  arms, 
and  ready  to  oppofc  him..  Tho'  the  Afghans  were  inferior  in  number  to  the  troops 
of  Ti£HMAS  MYRZA,  yet  the  engagement  continued  very  obftinate  and  bloody,  till 
ASHREFF,  after  loGng  feveral  of  his  men,  was  obliged  to  retire  to  a  neighbouring 
fort,  to  fave  the  remainder  of  his  people  from  the  fury  of  the  Persians. 

This  event  filled  the  befieged  with  fome  hopes :  they  flattered  themfelves  that  the 
prcfence  of  the  prince  would  raife  compaflion  in  every  breaft  ;  and  that  he  would 
foon  be  in  a  condition  to  refcue  them  from  the  miferies  in  which  they  were  involved. 
The  AFGHANS,  on  the  contrary,  were  in  great  confternation  to  hear  that  the  heir  of 
,  the  diadem  hadefcaped,  and  might  foon  return  at  the  head  of  an  army.  Magi)- 
MUD  in  particular  fell  into  a  transport  of  rage  ;  the  captivity  of  the  whole  royal  fa- 
mily being  the  greateft  advantage  he  had  to  expeft  from  the  taking  of  Isfahan. 
He  was  heard  to  fay  in  the  vehemence  of  his  wrath,  •*  that  it  would  be  to  little 
^*  purpofe  now  to  reduce  the  capital,  fince  there  would  be  ftill  a  prince  able  to  dif* 
.  •*  pute  the  throne  with  him."  His  paffion  prevailed  over  his  reafon  fo  much,  that 
though  ashreff  had  behave^ fo  gallantly,  heaccufed  him  of  holding  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  enemy  \  and  condemned  him  to  death. 

So  paflionate  and  unjuft  a  fentcnce  however  did  not  take  place.  Ashreff  ap- 
peared before  an  affembly  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  army,  to  vindicate  his  in- 
nocence :  he  reprefentcd  to  them,  that  the  poft  which  he  had  guarded,  was,  like 
feveral  others,  weakened  by  the  detachment  made  from  the  army  under  am  an  ola, 
and  conGfted  only  of  one  hundred  men  when  tjehmas  appeared:  that  this  prince 
was  at  the  head  of  a  much  more  numerous  body  of  troops,  exceedingly  well  mount- 
ed, and  compofed  of  feveral  perfons  of  diftinftion  of  the  braveft  foldiers  about  the 
court :  that  notwithftanding  thefe  circumftances,  he  went  out  of  his  entrenchments 

to 

f  AsHRBFP  figoifiet  ffloft  noble. 
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i^ik.  to  iMtt  the  ^nit  \  but  fo  (mall  «  nuit^r  of  foMieri  «i^  he tiiid  under  hte  eoitimMd, 
however  gallantly  they  might  behave,  could  not  hinder  the  Persians  from  fordag 
their  way  fword  in  hand ;  and  that,  as  a  proof  of  his  vigilance,  thirty  of  his  men 
were  killed  on  the  <y:cafion.  There  is  little  room  to  imftgitte  that  AmuMPw  was 
fdfe  to  his  trufl ;  for  maghmud  having  neither  Children  nor  brother  of  a  proper  tge 
«o  fuCceed  him,  this  young  lord  might  be  confidered  as  4tii  heir.  '1  be  divan  pro* 
noimced  in  his  favour  i  and  ma<»hmud^  difguifing  his  fti<)»tciOfi5»  refUmd  A6iia£Ff 
to  his  cmployittents. 

Dunmo  tMs  tranfaftion  in  the  camp  ^  the  afchahs^  TAfiMAfc  mvuca^  afieera 
forced  march  of  twenty  four  hours,  reafhed  casmak,  he  then  prMe^cd  to  koom, 
and  from  thence  to  casbtm.  This  young  prince  had  fo  great  a  ieiifibiJky  of  the 
danger,  m  which  he  had  kft  the  king  his  mher,  that  he  fpared  no  pains  to  compofe 
his  delivery :  but  private  intereft  and  die  fpkit  of  independency,  ifitirely  bofflea  an 
authority  which  had  no  force  to  fupport  it ;  fo  that  neither  his  orders  nor  entreaties 
prevailed.  The  greateft  part  of  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Isfahan,  had 
been  difperfed  through  fear ;  and  want  of  refolution  now  bin^red  them  fr©m  unit- 
ing. Befides  thofe  bodies  already  mentioned,  which  ^ind  pretences  to  avoid  com- 
ing to  the  affiftance  of  the  capital  5  the  troops  of  oanja  had  excu6d  themlelves, 
alledging  they  were  occupied  in  oppofmg  the  incuffions  of  the  lesg^cs,  who  were 
endeavouring  to  take  advantage  of  the  troubles.  The  forces  in  tavris  iiad  mu- 
tinied againft  their  khan,  lately  fentthem  from  court,  and  confequentiy  refuftd  cd 
obey  the  orders  of  the  prince :  thus  the  king  hardly  received  toy  afliHance  from  near 
fifty  thoufand  regular  rroops,.  which  were  quartered  on  thofe  fvontiers«. 

TfiTE  feudatory  princes  of  the  empire,  being  Jefs  intcrtffted  than  the  natural  Tub- 
jefts,  in  the  prelervation  of  the  monarchy,  l^wed  as  little  sseal  on  thia  occsfion. 
Many  confidercd  the  esctremity  to  which  their  fovereign  was  reduced,  as  a  proper 
Opportunity  to  recover  their  independency.  The  vali  of  loristan.,  who  kept  uill 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  honsar,  feting  the  rmpoffibility  of  aflfenrbiing  on  army, 
marched  back  with  his  troops  into  hk  awn  country. 

Tttt  only  hopes  which  remained  was  in  the  sfHAtt  sfiviw  ^  Tammas  having 
fuinmoned  this  militia,  moft  of  their  lords  pretended  they  were  notobligedto  march, 
unlefs  the  king  commanded  in  perTon  ;  and  the  fmall  number  fumiihed  by  the  reft, 
confiflfcd  only  of  peafants  ill  kept  and  ill  paid ;  who,*  conceiving  a  diflike  to  milita- 
ry fervice,  from  the  fatigues  of  their  march,  foon  diifbanded,  and  returned  to  their 
home,  before  they  had  reached  the  general  rendezvous. 

In 

*  SftAii  8ULIMAN,  the  predeceflbr  and  father  of  if VitoEiN,  niailitafiied  one  kmindoiki  tbhty  tfaoo- 
,  land  men  on  the  fronifers,  without  reckomng  his  hoafhold  troops,  Mrhtth  were  ^rieen  thoniaiid  men. 

^  The  well  afFe^ioncd  to  the  king  ;  this  is  a  name  thev  give  to  a  militia,  very  litile  difFereot  from  that  of 
the  zAiMs  and  insariots  in  turkey.  It  was  eftablilhed  by  abas  the  great,  and  conMedof  per- 
fons  chof^n  among  the  nobility,  to  whom  he  gave  lands,  on  condition  of  their  leading  a  certain  nMaler 
of  their  vaflals  into  the  field,  when  the  fovcreijjn  fliould  have  occafion  for  them.  This  body,  which  a- 
mounted  at  that  time  to  three  handred  thoufand  men,  was  the  laft  refortin  any  extremity  or  fudden 
danger ;  but  as  thefe  employments  were  hereditary,  and,  under  the  late  reigns,  very  little  care  had'bcen 
taken  to  oblige  the  holders  of  chefe  pofTeHions  to  difcharge  their  duty,  they  no  longer  looked  upon  them 
in  any  other  light,  than  as  legal  eilates.  Of  this  a  very  melaAcko^  experiment  was  made  on  tae  prefe&c 
•ccaHoB. 
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Iir  the  mean  while,  the  fcarcity  of  provifions  increafed  in  Isfahan,  and  the  be-  i7a2« 
fiegcd  became  defperate.  The  common  people,  as  well  as  the  grandees,  plainly 
faw  that  the  only  way  to  open  a  paffage  for  a  convoy  of  provifions,  was  to  attack 
the  pods  of  the  enemy.  The  king,  yet  incapable  of  fupporting  any  refolution  of 
himfelf,  referred  thole  who  came  to  him  to  the  vali  of  arabi a.  This  general 
flattered  them  with  the  hopes  of  the  prinCe's  return-,  and  when  their  importunities 
obliged  him  to  march  out  of  the  town,  he  came  back  immediately  without  makmg 
any  attempt,  under  the  idle  pretext,  that  his  aflirologers  declared  that  the  hour  was 
not  favourable.  Whether  the  bcfiegpd  faw  into  his  artiBces,  or  the  fear  of  ftarving 
prevailed  over  their  obedience,  they  grew  tired  of  tbefe  evafions*,  and  in  the  begin-' 
ning  of  JULY  alTembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  demanding  with  loud  cries  thac 
SHAH  HUSSEIN  Ihould  come  forthp  and  lead  them  againft  the  enen^y* 

This  daftardly  prince,  who  had  (hut  himfelf  up  in  the  feragfio  (ince  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fiege,  was  far  from  yielding  to  fuch  a  propofal.  He  ordered  fqmc 
of  his  officers  to  lee  them  know,  that  he  would  give  his  anfwer  the  next  day; 
but  the  populace  iofifting  that  he  (hould  appefur  himielf,  the  eunuchs  difperfed 
them  by  i&ring  foms  mulket-(hot  from  the  palace.  So  extrfiordinary  ^  behaviour, 
under  fuch  cirfrumftjjtnpes,  might  hfive  pccafioned  a  general  ioAjrre<5iion,  if  ach- 
M£D  AOA,  now  gpvernor  pf  Isfahan,  ha4  n^t  prevented  the  ill  confequepces  of 
it«  This  gallant  eunuch  put  himfelf  at  the  h^ac)  of  a  body  of  veteran  troopi,  and 
joining  as  many  of  the  people  as  ofFered  themfelvcs,  he  marched  out  of  the  town  at 
the  head  of  near  thirty  thoufand  men,  who  were  foon  followed  by  the  vali  of  Ara- 
bia and  his  AKABS. 

The  former  fell  with  great  impetuofity  on  one  pf  the  principal  pofts  belonging  to 
the  enemy  :  the  troops  whijch  guarded  it  wrp  obliged  W  give  way  to  numbers  -,  and 
tbo*  part  of  the  rebel  army  came  immediately  to  their  amftance,  yet  achmed  aga 
would  have  maintained  his  ground,  if  the  vali  bad  not  deierted  bim>  Provoked  ac 
fo  infamous  a  behaviour,  ajchm£D  could  not  di0emble  his  refentment :  he  ordered 
his  men  to  fire  on  the  arabs  ;  and  fent  dirediopsaifo  to  ^^ehmas  khan,  on?  of  his 
principal  officers,  to  attack  them.  This  divifion  flung  the  troops  intodiforder ;  vhich 
the  AFGHANS  perceiving,  charged  them  with  new  vigor,  inibmiucb  that  the  Persians 
being  almofl:  hemmed  in,  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  pod,  and  retire  under  their 
ramparts. 

Thi  intent  of  this  fally  was  to  open  a  paflace  for  the  convoy  jjibove- mentioned, . 
which  in  all  probability  would  have  been  followed  with  the  raifing  of  the  fiege. 
AcHMED,  who  had  formed  the  projeft,  fpared  no  pains  to  render  it  fuccefsfal  j  but 
neither  his  valor  nor^odud  could  fcreen  him  from  the  difpleafyre  of  the  ki^g,  who 
ieemed  to  have  ib  lititle  diicernment^  as  to  (hew  no  refentment  againft  any  but  thofe 
who  were  faithful  to  hjm.  This  monarch  w.as  (b  ix^a^tuated  by  the  artful  difcourfe 
of  the  VALI  of  ARABIA,  33  to  Impute  the  misforxu^  entirely  to  achm^d  aga:  ; 
be  blamed  him  openly  for  fighting  in  compliance  with  the  importunity  of  the 
people,  and  without  orders  from  the  general:  but  above  all,  he  condemned  him 
for  firing  iuy)n  the  ailabjans  :  and  re/u£ng  to  give  ear  to  what  he  had  to  alledge 
in  fxoolotkM  iooocence^  much  kk  to  give  him  aa  opportwity  of  provi^ig  the  per- 

5  fidy 
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17^2.  ^^y  of  the  ARABIAN  prince,  he  took  the  government  of  the  city  from  him.  The 
faithful  ACHMED  could  not  furvive  this  difgrace,  together  with  the  approaching  ruin 
of  his  country.  Whether  he  took  poifon  the  night  following,  or  grief  overwhelmed 
him,  he  died  a  few  days  after;  and  the  king  too  late  regretted  the  lofs  of  a  man, 
whofe  diftinguifhed  zeal,  bravery,  and  experience,  might  have  faved  his  diadem. 

The  death  of  achmed  caufed  as  much  jcy  in  the  camp  of  the  Afghans,  as  con- 
fternation  in  Isfahan.  All  hopes  of  fuccours  were  now  vanifhed  5  and,  to  com- 
plete their  mifery,  even  the  flefli  of  horfes  and  other  beafts  of  burthen  was  become 
very  fcarce.  The  bcficged,  thus  preffcd  by  famine,  deferred  in  crowds ;  and  tho" 
the  AFGHANS  maffacred  every  Persian  who  fell  into  their  hands,  the  defertion  aug- 
mented*. Whether  achmed  aga  had  been  the  inftrument  of  opening  the  eyes  of 
the  king,  in  regard  to  the  vali  of  arabia,  or  this  monarch  made  an  effort  to 
change  his  fortune,  by  changing  his  general ;  he  offered  the  command  of  the  troops 
to  LUTF  ALi  KHAN.  This  employment  could  not  fall  into  better  hands,  if  the 
choice  had  been  made  fooner  ;  but  things  were  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  moft 
of  the  inhabitants  having  deferted  in  the  manner  related.  A  great  number  had 
perifhed  for  want,  and  the  remainder,  emaciated  with  hunger,  had  hardly  ftrei^;th 
or  courage  to  make  any  defperate  attempt :  at  length,  this  lord,  not  having  the 
good  of  his  country  enough  at  heart  to  run  the  rifle  of  falling  a  vi£lim  to  thofe^fe- 
cret  artifices  which  had  deilroyed  his  brother-in-law  the  athimat  doulet,  ablb* 
lutely  refufed  the  xj&r. 

The  vali  of  arabi a  was  therefore  left  to  carry  on  his  treafonable  praftices  5  but 
SHAH  HUSSEIN  no  longcr  expcSing  any  fuccours  from  abroad,  and  defpairing  of 
{he  fuccefs  of  his  people  within  the  walls,  refolved  to  renew  the  negotiation,  which 
t!he  enemy  had  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiege.  He  fent  the  kurshi  bashi  to 
TARABAD,  with  orders  to  offer  mag h mud  one  of  the  princefles  his  daughters  in 
marriage,  with  fifty  thoufand  tomans  ^  and  to  yield  to  him  the  provinces  of  kho- 
RASAN,  kherman,  and  KANDAHAR,  in  full  fovcrcignty,  which  were  the  terms  he 
had  demanded.  How  advantageous  foever  thefe  propofals  appeared,  maghmud 
was  too  well  acquainted  with  the  fituation  of  affairs,  and  rejected  them  with  the 
fame  air  of  pride  and  difdain,  as  Alexander  once  afiefled  on  a  like  occafion  ;  the 
AFGHAN  prince  anfwered  almoft  in  the  fame  terms  as  the  Grecian  hero:  **  The 
^*  king  of  PERSIA,"  faid  he,  offers  me  nothing  that  is  in  his  difpofal;  this  prince, 
"  and  the  princefles  are  already  in  my  power ;  he  is  no  longer  matter  of  thofc  three 
^  provinces,  which  he  offers  me ;  the  fate  of  the  whole  empire  is  now  to  be  decided 
**  between  us." 

Things  were  thus  fituated,  when  news  came  that  meluk  maghmttd,  governor 
of  segestan,  was  advancing  to  the  relief  of  the  capital.  The  king,  touched  to  the 
heart  at  the  arrogance  of  the  apghan  chief,  imagined  that  heaven  had  ftirred  up 
an  avenger  of  his  caufe.  Thefe  deluding  hopes  were  augmented,  when  he  heard  that 

his 

*  About  this  time,  father  kr us  imski,  the  author  of  the  memoirs,  from  whence  part  of  this  hiflory 
was  originally  compiled,  obtained  leave  to  remove  to  julpa.  Two  miflionaries  of  the  fame  order, 
attempted  to  make thehr  efcape  to  shirass,  with  the  frbnch  conful:  one  of  thefe  fiuheis  was  ki^ed^ 
witb  fome  other  evropeams.  The  conful  was  wounded  on  this  occafion  ;  however  he  cfcaped,  with 
ieveral  others  of  his  little  troop, '  ^  One  hundred  twcDty-£vc  thouiand  pounds. 
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his  general  with  ten  thou(and  men,  was  encamped  atcuLNABAD«  This  erent  ^ung  ly^z, 
the  rebel  chief  once  more  into  great  inquietude.  The  fiege  had  already  coft  him 
above  two  thoufand  men  \  and  he  could  not  pretend  to  be  a  match  for  this  army^ 
which  was  compofed  of  regular  troops,  and  alfo  for  the  forces  within  the  gates, 
who  would  certainly  make  fome  defperate  effort  to  relieve  themfelves.  Under  this 
anxiety,  he  thought  it  more  adviieable  to  tempt  the  Bdelity  of  his  new  enemy,  than 
to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  hazard  of  an  engagement  with  an  ofEcer9  whofe  valor  and 
military  Ikill  he  had  already  experienced. 

Nazr.  ulla  was  therefore  appointed  as  his  emiflary  to  oulnabad,  with  fuch 
magnificent  prefents  %  as  rather  betrayed  tht  fear,  than  exprefled  the  liberality  of 
the  donor.  Nazr  ulla  executed  his  commiflion  like  a  man  of  abilities  :  Jie  repre- 
fented  to  MELUcic  maghmud,  that  the  capital  was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity, 
and  that  the  red  of  the  emi»re  being  attacked  on  every  fide,  could  not  avoid  its  ap- 
proaching ruin.  He  made  him  fenfible  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  iffue  of  a  battle ; 
and  that  the  fricndfhip  of  mir  maohmud  might,  intheprefent  circumftances,  pro* 
cure  him  advantages  far  fuperior  to  his  expectations  from  huss£in  :  he  then  laid 

.  before  him  the  arriclcs  of  his  commiffion,  and  offered  him  the  alliance  and  alfiftanCe 
of  the  AFCHANs,  if  he  inclined  co  accept  the  lovereignty  of  one  of  the  provinces  of 

.the  kingdom. 

The  magnificence  of  the  prefents  had  already  dazzled  the  eyes  of  meIuck  maoh- 
mud V  the  uncertaimy  of  the  ifTue  of  a  battle  alfo  daggered  him  :  but  the  ambition 
of  reigning  determined  his  compliance.  He  made  khorasan  his  choice,  with  a 
v'-v'  r.r  being  fupported  in  cafe  of  need  by  the  provinces  of  kanDahaR  andHERAT^ 
wSfch  their  common  intereft  gave  him  fufficient  reaibn  to  expedt.  Having  there* 
fore  concluded  the  treaty »  he  iet  out  on  his  march  to  take  poflefHon  of  his  new  do^ 
minions. 

Mesched,  the  capital  of  that  country,  which  the  policy  of  abas  the  great  had 
raiied  to  fo  flourifhing  a  condition,  was  greatly  fallen  from  its  former  luftre.  The 
abi>ollees  at^d  ousbegs,  who  made  incurfions  in  this  neighbourhood,  at  length 
took  it  by  ftorm,  after  a  fow  days  liege*,  and  not  fatisfied  with  ftripping  it  of  th^ 
wealth  wtuch  had  been  hoarded  there  by  the  fuperftition  of  the  persiaks,  the  inha^ 
bftants  felt  the  utmoft  efie^  of  avarice  and  cruelty.  Ismael  khan,  governor  of 
the  province,  unable  to  oppofe  meluck  machmud,  now  took  the  refolution  of  re- 
tiring to  CASBiN.  Whether  the  ab]>ollees  and  ousbegs  had  no  further  view  than 
to  pillage,  and  coniequently  had  abandoned  their  conqueft ;  or  whether  the  thing 
was  concerted  witk  the  Afghan  prince,  the  new  rebel  was  received  in  mesched  the 
20th  of  NOVEMBER,  and  the  other  cities  of  the  province  knowing  lie  was  a  schiass^ 
made  no  difficulty  to  acknowledge  him  for  theif  fovcreigf). 

The  joy  which  the  approach  of  this  general  had  occafioned  in  Isfahan,  now 
ierved  only  to  heighten  the  forlorn  condition  to  which  the  inhabitants  were  reduced. 

The 

^  Seven  horfes  magnificently  caparifoned^  (addles,  bridles,  a  poniard  enriched  with  diamonds,  rich 
ilofFs,  and  gold  caMleiAs, 

Vol.  IL  A  a 
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1722.  The  exorbitant  pay  of  the  military  people  had  cxhaufted  the  shah*s  ttcafure,  in- 
fomuch  that  the  next  expedient  was  to  carry  all  the  gold  and  filver  plate  in  the  pa- 
lace, to  the  mint ;  and  when  this  was  all  gone,  the  king  borrowed  confiderable 
Aims  on  his  jewels,  of  different  merchants,  but  efpecially  of  the  English  and 
DUTCH*.  At  length,  towards  the  latter  end  of  September,  when  there  was  nei- 
ther money  nor  proviHons  left,  this  unfortunate  prince  ordered  his  minifters  to  treat 
for  a  capitulation. 

Maghmud  might  at  this  time  have  regulated  the  conditions  as  he  pleafed ;  but 
this  dangerous  afohan  had  further  views.  He  forcfaw  that  he  could  never  be  lafe 
in  ISFAHAN,  fo  long  as  the  inhabitants  were  greatly  fuperior  in  number  to  his 
troops  *,  'for  which  reafon  he  took  his  meafures,  that  a  confiderable  part  of  thofe 
who  remained,  might  perifli  with  hunger,  before  he  figned  the  treaty.  It  is  true, 
he  might  have  deftroyed  them  at  once,  by  ordering  a  general  aflault,  which,  in  their 
miferable  condition,  would  have  been  the  leaft  ad  of  crueltv  5  his  chief  officers 
preffed  him  to  this  for  fome  time,  giving  for  reafon,.  that  this  aftjoajrould  not 
only  facilitate  the  conqueft  of  the  reil  of  the  emj^ire,  by  the  terror  y^M»JHB?^d 
fpread  in  all  parts  ;  but  moreover,  that  it  would  juftify  his  in?;afiofl 
ing  to  the  mahommedan  law,  there  is  no  better  title  to  a  crowtt^ 
the  fword.  Whether  he  was  afraid  of  lofing  part  of  his  troop 
ferve  from  the  greedy  hands  of  his  foldiers,  the  riches  of  thi 
city,  he  lay  ftill  within  his  lines,  during  the  laft  two  months  of  1 
himfelf  with  the  idea  of  his  future  grandeur ;  whilft  the  befieged  fla 
with  the  hopes  of  an  accommodation,  which  he  never  intended. 

What  heart  can  refleft  without  horror,  on  the  dreadful  circumftances  _ 

mine,  caufed  by  this  artful  condudt!  In  the  month  of  august,  horfes,  mules,  and 
other  beafts  of  burthen,  were  become  fo  exceffive  dear,  that  none  but  the  king, 
and  the  principal  lords  about  him,  or  fome  of  the  wealthieft  inhabitants,  could  af- 
ford to  eat  of  them.  Notwithftanding  the  averfion  which  the  Persians  have  from 
their  religion  for  dogs,  and  fome  other  animals,  which  they  look  upon  as  unclean, 
yet  as  many  as  they  could  find  were  confumed  in  a  few  days.  The  people  afterwarx}s 
fed  on  the  bark  of  trees,  leaves,  and  leather,  which  they  foftened  with  boiling  wa- 
ter ;  but  when  this  fad  refource  was  alfo  exhaufted,  they  had  no  other  fupport  than 
human  fielh.  Never  was  fo  much  of  it  eaten  in  any  fiege  as  this.  What  pencil  can 
defcribe  their  hollow  eyes,  their  trembling  knees,  their  emaciated  bodies !  Death, 
in  his  ghaftly  form,  appeared  in  their  livid  countenances,  whilft  they  were  cut- 
ting flices  of  human  flefti  to  fupport  the  feeble  remains  of  life :  fome  were  even 
tranfported  by  the  violence  of  hunger,  to  murder  their  fellow  citizens,  or  young 
children,  to  feaft  on  their  bodies.  Under  this  lamentable  neceflity  of  perifliing 
by  famine,  or  of  fupporting  themfelves  by  means  fo  contrary  to  nature,  feveral 
poifoned  themfelves  together  with  their  whole  family.  The  ftreets,  the  public 
fquares,  and  the  very  gardens  of  the  palace,  were  ftrewed  with  dead  bodies, 
which  no  one  had  the  heart  or  ftrength  to  bury.  The  water  of  the  zende- 
ROVD  was  fo  corrupted  by  the  number  of  fcarcafes  thrown  into  it,  that  it  was  not 

potable  I 
*  The  Dutch  alone  lent  bim  three  hundred  and  forty  thoafand  crowns. 
-  '  I 
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potable ;  and  in  a  Icls  wholefome  climate*,  the  air  muft  hiave  been  infefted  to  that  1722. 
degree,  as  to  deftroy  what  few  inhabitants  were  left  alive.  Such  was  the  miferable. 
fituation  of  this  unhappy  city  for  above  two  months.  The  Armenians  were  re- 
ceived in  juLFA,  excepting  fuch  as  had  carried  provifions  to  the  enemy,  contrary  to 
the  prohibition  of  maghmud  5  but  if  any  of  the  Persians  were  fo  defperate  as  to 
go  thither,  they  were  furc  to  meet  with  death :  neither  age  nor  fex  could  protedb 
them  from  the  barbarity  of  the  Afghans  j  the  men  were  maflacred,  and  the  women 
and  children  thrown  into  wells. 

The  2i(l  of  OCTOBER,  SHAH  HUSSEIN,  ckd  in  mourning,  went  out  of  his  palace 
on  foot,  and  walked  thro'  the  principal  ftreets  of  Isfahan.  This  unfortunate  mo- 
narch bewailed  aloud  the  misfortunes  of  his  reign,  imputing  them  to  the  bad  coun- 
cils of  his^miniflrers  ;  he  endeavoured  to  comfort  the  multitude  that  furrounded  him, 
with  the  hopes  of  their  meeting  with  a  better  fate,  under  a  new  government.  This 
fpeech  from  a  prince,  whofe  gentlenefs  of  nature  was  the  fault  which  had  betrayed 
him,  and  by  which  he  was  now  reduced  to  this  ftate  of  humiliation,  after  a  reign  of 
eight  and  twenty  years,  could  not  but  make  a  fenfible  impreffion  on  the  people,  who 
in  Ipite  of  their  own  mifery,  in  die  bittcrnefs  of  their  fouls  lamented  the  difgrace  of 
their  fovereign. 

The  king  having  thus  taken  his  leave  of  his  fubjefts  the  22d  of  October,  fent 
plenipotentiaries  the  day  following,  to  fign  the  capitulation.  By  this  aft,. he 
obliged  himfelf  to  refign  the  empire  to  the  conqueror,  and  to  yield  himfelf  up  into 
his  hands,  with  the  principal  officers  of  his  court.  Maghmud,  on  the  other  fide„ 
promifed  that  no  ill  treatment  ihould  be  offered,  either  to  the  king,  the  nobility,  or 
any  of  the  inhabitants.  This  treaty  being  figned,  the  day  following**  maghmud 
lent  horfes  for  the  king  and  his  court :  this  unfortunate  prince  having  facrificed  five  ' 
camels  %  perhaps  the  only  ones  left,  mounted  on  horfe-back,  in  company  with 
about  three  hundred  perfons,  among  whom  were  the  vali  of  arabia,  the  athe- 
MAT  DOULET,  a  brother  of  the  vali  of  loristan,  and  the  principal  lords  of  the 
court.  They  moved  on  flowly,  with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground ;  the  few  in- 
habitants who  had  ftrength  to  fee  this  mournful  cavalcade,  expreflcd  their  grief  by 
a  gloomy  filence,  which  prefaged  the  fad  eflFedls  of  this  melancholy  event. 

It  was  now  paft  noon,  when  two  couriers  arrived,  to  give  notice  to  the  grand 
mafter  of  the  ceremonies  of  maghmud's  court,  that  the  king  was  drawing  near. 
Thefe  officers  immediately  entered  maghmud's  tent,  who  to  humble  the  Persians 
(till  more,  difpatched  the  fame  couriers  back,  with  orders  to  the  king  to  halt  at  the 
foot  of  a  hill  near  the  camp,  under  the  pretence  that  maghmud  was  afleep.  Thus 
the  unhappy  hussein  was  treated  with  marks  of  fervitude,  even  before  he  had  quit- 
ted the  enfigns  of  royalty ;  he  tarried  about  half  an  hour  at  the  place  prefcribed, 
and'then  obtaining  leave  to  continue  his  march,  he  arrived  at  farabad,  where  the 
AFGHAN  ciiief  had  his  head  quarters. 

A  a  2  The 

*  The  air  of  isfa^hav  is  remarkably  rarified ;  it  refembleii  much  that  of  Madrid,  as  I  was  a^ured  by 
z  iefuit,  who  lived  many  years  in  both  cities.  ^  The  23d  of  October  1722,  was  the  dav  on 

which  this  catailrophe  happened.  ^  They  were  killed  without  any  ceremony ;  it  is  not  faid  for 

what  purpofe  this  facrifice  was  ordered ;  that  of  one  camel,  which  feems  to  be  prefcribed  by  the  law, 
ftould  have  been  ms^e  at  mscca,  the  lotb  of  the  preceding  moon. 
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1722.  The  grand  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  introduced  him  into  a  hatl,  at  the  comer  *  of 
which  MAGHMUD  was  leaicd,  leaning  on  a  cufliion  of  cloth  of  gold.  The  king 
advancing  towards  the  middle  of  the  chamber,  falotcd  him,  faying,  selim  aleio* 
COM  ^  The  Af  CHAN  then  rofe  up,  and  returned  the  (alute,  with  the  fiune  compli* 
ment ;  after  which,  the  athbmat  doulxt  condu^d  the  king  to  another  comer, 
en  the  left  of  maghmup,  where  a  place  was  prepared  for  him  with  die  ordinary 
ftatc* 

The  king  being  feated,  opened  the  converfation  by  faying:  "  Son,  fince  the 
*^  great  ibvereign  of  the  world  is  no  longer  pleafed  that  I  (hould  reign,  arid  the  mo* 
^^  ment  is  come  which  he  has  at:^inted  for  thee  to  afcend  the  throne  of  fersia,  1 
^^  refign  the  empire  to  thee  with  all  my  heart :  I  wifh  that  thou  mayft  rule  it  in  all 
^*  prolperity/'  At  the  fame  time  he  took  the  royal  plume  of  feathers  ^  from  his 
turbant,  and  gave  it  to  maghmvd's  grand  vizir;  but  this  prince  refufing  to  receive 
It  from  the  vizir,  the  kins  ftood  up  and  receiving  it  again,  faftened  it  himfelf  to 
the  ufurper's  turbant,  faying,  -  **  reign  in  peace  ^^^  after  which  he  retired,  and 
fat  down.  Maghmud  continued  fitting,  while  hvssein  was  fixing  this  mark  of 
Sovereignty  on  his  turbant.  Cofiee  and  tea  were  afterwards  ferved  up  ;  and  the  at^ 
CHAN  prince,  taking  thefe  liquors,  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  king  after  this  manner : 
*^  Sucii  is  the  inflability  of  human  grandeur  :  god  difpoies  of  empires  as  he  pleafes, 
**  and  takes  them  from  one  nation  to  give  them  to  another :  but  I  promife  to  coiifi- 
**  der  you  always  as  my  own  father ;  and  I  will  undertake  nothing  for  the  future 
<*  without  your  advice/*  After  thefe  words,  hussein  was  invited  into  anothtf 
apartment,  which  had  been  appointed  for  him  ;  and  four  thoufand  Afghans  were 
ordered  to  uke  pofleffion  of  the  gates  of  the  city,  together  with  the  royal  palace. 

Thi7S  the  reign  of  the  sErpiES,  after  having  lafted  two  hundred  and  twenty^ 
three  years,  ended  in  the  perfon  of  shah-hussein  ^  the  tenth  fucceflbr  of  ismael 
the  firft  king,  and  founder  of  this  dynafty. 

^  The  corner  h  the  moft'  honourable  place  in  oriental  coirotries.  It  n  alfo  the  moft  eoimnodioasy 
as  it  i&  the  only  one  in  which  a  perfon  can  lean  on  both  fides  on  the  cuihions,  which  are  placed  round 
the  walls.  ^  All  hail :  this  compliment  is  feldomgiven  but  to  peq^  of  the  fame  perfoafion  in 

reliffion ;  it  is.  the  highcft  expreifion  of  refpedk.  *  l%is  jplumc  ofjTeathert  is  calle^^the  cica,  and 

is  the  mark  of  fovercignty.  '  We  may  with  propriety  lay  it  ended^  fince  his  fi>n  t  jshmas  was 

100  weak  01  too  ynibrtanatc  lo  re-efiaUiih  it. 
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PART        VIII. 

THE 

Revolutions  of   PERSIA, 

F  R  O  M    T  H  E 

Accession  of  MAGHMUD  to  the 
CROWN  OF  PERSIA  IN  1722, 

T  O    T  H  E 

Treaty  concluded  between    SHAH  T^HMAS 
AND  PETER  THE   GREAT   in   1723* 

C    H    A    P.      I. 

AsHREFF  quiis  MAGHMuo'i  ormy.  Maohmud  a/cends  the  tbroney  and  receives  tbi 
homage  of  shah  hussbin,  and  the  grandees  ^Persia.  He  regulates  the  civil  ad'- 
miniftration.  TiSHMAs  myrza  takes  the  title  of  king.  Maghmud  orders  new 
levies  to  be  r(ufedin  kandahar.  He  fends  vazr  ulla,  with  a  detachment  of 
troops  to  layjiege  to  casbin.  T^ehmas  retires  upon  the  approach  of  the  afghah 
army.    Casbin  furrenders. 

MAGHMUD  had  not  yet  taken  hb  feat  in  the  throne  of  p2rsi a,  when  1 72a. 
his  fears  were  alarmed  by  a  fiidden  event.  Ashreff  remembered  the 
danger  to  which  he  had  been  expofed  on  accxMint  of  the  elcape  of  t^hm  as 
MYRZA  :  he  was  apprehenfive  kft  that  very  protection  which  had  faved  him,  ihould 
be  imputed  to  him  as  a  new  crime,  by  a  prince  who  was  upon  the  point  of  being 
abfolute  maften  As  foon  as  he  received  notice  that  shah  hussein  had  fubmittnly 
he  left  his  poft,  defigning  to  retreat  to  kandahar,  under  the  efcort  of  a  hundred 
chofen  horfe,  Maghmud,  fenfible  of  the  confequence  of  fuch  a  defertion,  fcnt 
NAZR  uLLA  in  purfult  of  him  with  five  hundred  horfe :  this  general  made  fuch 
bafte,  that  he  overtook  him  at  versene,  a  village  twenty  leagues  diftant,  from 
whence  he  brought  him  back  to  the  camp*    Maohmvd  had  medicated  his  deftru- 

aioD, 
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1722.  ^on,  but  he  was  really  more  beloved  by  the  foldiers,  than  himlelf :  they  talked 
openly  of  retiring  to  kandahar^  if  any  attempt  ihould  be  made  to  take  away  his 
life.  Ma OHMUD, therefore  thought  it  beft  to  forgive  him,  at  leall  to  difiemble  his 
refentment. 

His  thoughts  were  now  employed  in  regard  to  the  ceremony  of  afcending  the 
throne,  which  had  been  juft  refigned  to  him.  The  27th  of  the  month,  being  ap- 
pointed for  this  folemnity,  aman  ola  polled  centinels  on  the  turrets,  and  other 
lofty  edifices,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  people.  The  two  kings  marched  out 
of  the  camp  of  the  Afghans,  and  advanced  towards  the  town.  Maghmud,  in  or- 
der to  ihew  himfelf  to  his  new  fubjedb,  took  his  rout  by  the  bridge  of  shir  ass,  fo 
that  he  traverfed  the  city  to  reach  the  palace. 

The  proceflion  was  opened  by  ten  officers  on  horfeback,  and  about  two  thoufand 
cavalry,  among  whom  were  feveral  lords  of  the  Persian  court.  Next  came  his 
mafter  of  the  horfe,  at  the  head  of  fifteen  led  horfes  magnificently  caparifoncd :  this 
officer  was  followed  by  fome  mufketeers  on  foot,  and  thefe  by  a  thoufand  common 
infantry.  Immediately  after  came  the  grand  mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  in  the  midft 
of  three  hundred  negroes  drefled  in  fcarlet  cloth  :  thefe  negroes  had  been  chofen 
from  among  the  flaves  of  Isfahan  to  compofe  the  conqueror's  guard.  Forty  paces^ 
from  thence  was  maghmud,  mounted  on  a  horfe  *,  of  which  the  vali  of  arabia 
had  made  him  a  prefent,  on  the  day  of  the  abdication.  The  unfortunate  hussein 
rode  on  his  left.  The  princes  were  followed  by  about  three  hundred  pages  on 
horfeback.  The  mufti  \  and  aman  ola  %  whom  maghmud  had  appointed  his 
grand  vizir;  mullah  saffran  \  and  nazr  ulla  %  one  of  his  generals  ;  mouLa 
MOussA  his  high  treafurer,  and  mahommed  aga  fteward  of  his  houfhold,  fuc- 
ceeded  next.  After  thefe  came  the  athemat  doulet,  and  the  principal  officers 
of  the  dethroned  monarch,  mixed  with  the  crowd  of  afohan  officers.  The  whole 
proceffion  was  clofed  by  a  hundred  camels,  each  loaded  with  one  of  the  harquebufes 
already  mentioned,  preceded  by  a  great  band  of  muficians,  and  followed  by  near 
fix  thoufand  horfe. 

As  foon  as  they  had  pafled  over  the  bridge  of  shirass,  shah  hussein  was  con- 
duced crofs  the  gardens  of  the  palace,  to  the  place  of  his  confinement.  Maghmud 
feemed  to  think  it  impolitic  to  lead  the  conquered  king  in  triumph  :  he  continued 
his  march,  and  foon  arrived  at  the  gates  of  the  town.  The  inhabitants,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  forrow,  felt  fome  relief  from  their  mifery,  in  hopes  of  fupporting 
their  lives  :  this  induced  them  to  give  fome  external  marks  of  rcfped  to  their  new 
mafter  :  They  laid  rich  ftuflFs  under  his  horfes  feet,  and  filled  the  air  with  perfumes. 
The  guns  on  the  camels  backs  were  often  fired,  as  they  marched  along  -,  and  in  the 
intervals,  the  ten  Afghans  who  walked  at  the  head  of  the  proceffion,  pronounced 
loud  imprecations  againft  the  followers  of  all 

In 

*Itis  faid  that  this  hoxfe  coft  four  thoufand  crowns.  **  Among  the  afchans,  the  judge  who 

decides  on  points  of  law.  ^  He  is  alfo  called  aman  ola  khan,  tho^  his  title  of  i^h  an  has  not 

been  obferv  d.  *  Tliis  was  iiAOHiiuD^s  chief  ecdefiaftic.  *  Nazr  vll  a  was  alfo  deac 

nioated  nazr  ulla  sultan. 
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In  this  order  the  new  monarch  came  to  the  royal  palace'.  Having  featcd  him-  1722. 
fclf  on  the  throne,  he  was  faJuted  the  fecond  time,  as  king  of  Persia,  by  the  cap- 
tive HUSSEIN,  who  was  brought  here  for  that  purpofe  :  after  which  he  received  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  of  the  princes,  minifters,  grandees,  chief  officers,  and  principal 
citizens.  Soon  after  the  artillery  of  the  town  and  citadel  proclaimed  the  news  to 
the  people  -,  and  the  ceremony  concluded  with  an.  entertainment,  which  the  sul- 
tan ^,  for  fo  he  was  afterwards  called,  gave  to  the  deputies  who  came  in  the 
name  of  all  the  citizens,  to  acknowledge  his  authority. 

Notwithstanding  this  great  change  of  fortune,  maghmud  did  not  forget  him- 
felf :  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign  he  ruled  like  a  prince  born 
to  the  throne.  The  moft  prefling  bufmefs  was  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  dreadful  famine, 
which  was  ftill  confuming  the  few  inabitants,  he  therefore  gave  orders  for  a  fupply 
of  provifions ;  and  thefe  were  fo  punftually  obeyed,  that  the  very  day  he  made  his 
entrance,  a  batman  ^  of  bread  coft  only  one  crown,  which  the  day  before  was  hardly 
to  be  had  at  any  price.  He  then  applied  himfelf  to  the  regulation  of  public  affairs, 
in  which  he  difplaycd  the  abilities  of  a  confummate  ftatefman.  It  was  equally  dan- 
gerous to  commit  the  feveral  fubordinate  branches  of  the  adminiftration  to  his  own 
officers  ;  or  to  continue  them  in  the  hands  of  the  minifters  of  the  late  fovereign  -, 
for  he  could  no  more  expeft  experience  from  the  one,  than  fidelity  from  the  other. 
Maghmud  was  fenfible  of  this  inconvenience ;  he  therefore  confirmed  the  Persians 
in  their  employments,  but  afibciated  with  each  of  them  a  collegue  of  his  own  nation. 

By  this  piece  of  policy,  he  not  only  formed  minifters  to  his  liking,  but  likewife 
prevented  the  jealoufy  and  averfion,  which  his  new  fubjefts  would  have  conceived, 
from  his  difcarding  the  old  miniftry.  He  left  no  other  poft  than  that  of  lord  chief 
jufticc  U  entirely  to  an  afghan  ;  prefuming  that  good  fenfe  and  equity,  were  fuffi- 
cicnt  for  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  this  office.  Whatever  was  his  motive,  he  had 
no  reafon  to  repent  of  his  choice;  for  the  Persians  themfelves  were  foon  aftoniflied, 
to  fee  juftice  adminiftered  with  more  rectitude  and  integrity  by  a  foreign  nation, 
than  it  had  been  during  the  reign  of  their  natural  fovereign*'.  The  people  were, 
fcreened  from  violence  by  the  fevereft  prohibitions ;  and  the  fafety  of  the  conquerors 
was  provided  for  by  the  ftrifteft  difcipline.  So  prudent  a  condudl,  infenfibly  dimi- 
nilhed  the  confternation  of  the  inhabitants,  which  was  at  length  entirely  removed, 
by-  punilhing  the  treafon  of  thofe  who  had  been  inftrumental  to  his  conqueft,  veri- 
fying that  common  obfcrvation,  that  we  hate  the  traitor,  tho*  the  treafon  may  be 
convenient. 

Maghmud  ordered  all  thofe  to  be  arrefted,  ,who  contrary  to  the  allegiance  due 
to  their  fovereign,  had  maintained  a  correlpondence  with  the  Afghans  during  the 
fiege.  They  were  all  executed  as  guilty  of  high  treafon ;  their  memory  was 
branded  with  infamy ;  their  eftates  were  confifcated,  and  their  bodies  expofed  in 
the  public  market-place.     The  vali  of  Arabia,  though  the  moft  criminal,  was  the 

only 

•Devlbt  k a nb,  the  habitation  of  greatnefs.  •'Shah  hussein  was  alfo  called  sultan, 

which  fecmed  to  be  an  additional  mark  of  honour,  but  .shah  is  the  proper  title  of  the  Persian  kings. 
This  t>rince  was  frequently  ftiled  shah  sultan  hussein,  a  writing  which  Iliave  adopted.  ^  lif 

pounds  ENGLISH  for  five fhillings.         •'Divan  bechi.  •This  might  well  be  under  fuch  a  reign 

asthatof  HUSSEIN,  for  it  might  be  emphatically  faid  of  it,  "  Woe  be  to  thee,.  O  land,  whofe  king  is  a 
"  child,  and  whofe  princes  cat  in  the  morning.*' 
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1722.  ^^^y  ^^  ^^^  ^'^^  ^^  P^^  ^^  death.  It  was  imagined^  that  machmud  had  made 
an  oath  never  to  take  away  his  life  1  but  perhaps  he  was  afraid  of  provoking  the 
ARABS  by  the  death  of  their  chief:  however  his  villainy  did  not  elcape  with  im« 
ponity,  for  bis  eftate  was  confifcated,  and  himfelf  condenmed  to  perpetual  impri* 
ibnment.  His  hereditary  principality,  which  was  that  of  cbusistan  %  was  given 
te  (me  of  his  coufin-germans,  who  had  ferved  in  the  rebel  army  ;  and  maghmud  en« 
g^ed  to  put  him  in  poilefHon  of  it,  as  foon  as  the  fituation  of  his  affairs  would 
permit.  The  manner  in  which  he  behaved  to  the  late  athemat  doulet,  was  not 
lefs  agreeable  to  the  Persians.  This  minifter  had  the  courage  to  put  a  reftriftion 
on  the  oath  of  allegiance,  which  he  fwore  to  the  new  fovcreign,  by  begging  to  be 
excuied  from  ever  bearing  arms  againft  prince  t^hmas  Maghmud  carried  his 
policy  on  this  occafion  fo  far,  as  publicly  to  commend  the  generous  behaviour  of 
that  minifter ;  and  even  aSeded  to  fliew  him  a  particular  efteem  and  confidence 
on  that  very  account. 

The  PERSIANS  were  not  the  only  people  who  had  reaibn  to  commend  the  begin- 
ning of  the  new  reign.  The  confuls  of  European  nations  were  confirmed  in  tKeir 
privileges  ;  and  the  millionaries  obtained  the  free  exercUe  of  their  religion  in  their 
churches  in  Isfahan  and  julfa.  Such  appearances  of  equity  in  a  prince,  who  had 
been  hitherto  confidered  as  a  chief  of  banditti,  engaged  part  of  the  inhabitants  to 
return,  who  had  fled  for  Ihelter  to  the  country.  Shah  hussein  was  almoft  the 
only  perfon  ini  the  empire,  who  had  any  occafion  to  complain.  Maghmud  took 
from  him  a  great  number  of  young  women  flaves,  who  compofed  his  harram,  and 
diftributed  them  amcmg  his  principal  officers.  This  monarch  had  carried  his  lenfualicy 
to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  render  all  his  fubjedb  tributary  to  his  pleafures  :  the  influence 
of  his  eunuchs,  which  was  the  ruin  of  the  empire,  arofe  from  his  boundlefs  gratifi^ 
cations.  However,  he  was  now  reduced  to  the  company  of  five  of  his  women,  and 
fivedomeftics.  The  princes  of  the  blood  were  (hut  up  in  another  quarter  of  the 
palace,  and  guarded  in  the  fame  manner  as  himfelf,  by  a  hundred  men.  Magh- 
mud, to  all  appearance,  afted  thus  from  a  fpirit  of  ceconomy ;  for  in  other  refpefts 
he  (hewed  a  gfcat  regard  for  this  prince,  confuking  him  on  every  occafion,  and 
omitting  nothing  in  his  power  that  might  (both  his  misfortunes.  Shah  hussein, 
before  his  abdication,  had  married  one  of  his  daughters  to  the  sedr  ^ :  the  new  ful- 
tan  followed  this  example,  and  gave  away  the  eldeft  of  the  remaining  princefles  in 
marriage  to  his  mufti  ;  and  was  married  him(elf  to  the  youngeft  with  great  (bkm- 
nity.  This  refpcdful  behavbur,  joined  to  the  neceflity  of  obeying,  induced  the 
dethroned  monarch  at  length  to  write  a  circular  letter,  by  which  he  ratified  his  abdi^ 
cation,  and  enjoined  all  the  people  to  acknowledge  the  vi(5kor's  authority. 

During  the(e  tranfadions,  t^hmas  myrza,  who  was  at  casbin,  having  heard 
of  the  furrender  of  Isfahan,  and  thecefTion  of  the  crown,  took  the  title  of  shah, 
and  was  acknowledged  as  fuch  by  the  provinces  which  continued  in  their  allegiance. 
This  ftep  (erved  as  a  pretext  to  gratify  the  avarice  of  maghmud  ;  for  he  no  fooner 
heard  or  it,  than  he  demanded  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  tomans « of  the  city 

to 

«  The  ancieiit  lusi  ana.  The  ar abs  call  this  province  after  the  name  of  it*  capital  ahov  At.  It 
borders  ufon  the  Piaai  AH  gii]i>h,  and  the  banks  of  the  IUVH.RATE8.      ^  ^Sedr  al  schbriah, 

chief  jutice.    The  TuRfcs  call  this  officer  mvptIj,  aad  the  ascuan4  miANcr.  ^Thsee  huor 

dred  uioufand  pounds. 
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to  defray  the  expences  of  the  war.  At  the  fame  time  he  laid  a  tax  of  twenty  thou- 1721/ 
fand  tomans*  on  husssin's  firft  phylician  :  this  man  had  been  for  a  long  time  his 
mafter*s  chief  favourite,  and  was  charged  with  having  made  no  other  ufe  of  his 
credit,  than  to  hoard  up  immenfe  riches,  and  to  deftroy  the  prime  minifter  fatey 
ALi  KHAN,  by  an  artifice,  which  occafioned  the  total  fubveruon  of  the  ftate.  As 
thefe  circumflances  had  rendered  him  odious  to  the  Persians,  the  Afghans  made 
no  fcruple  of  treating  him  with  the  utmoft  rigour.  His  treafure,  and  the  fum 
which  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  pay,  having  been  carried  to  the  coffers  of  the 
new  king,  the  great  treafurer,  moula  moussah,  received  orders  to  repair  to  kan- 
DAHAR,  and  to  employ  thefe  fums  in  making  new  levies  :  accordingly  he  fet  out 
ibon  after. 

Maghmud  bearing  that  casbin  was  one  of  thofe  cities  which  acknowledged 
prince  t^ehmas,  feemed  to  be  much  oSended.  It  is  pretended  that  his  defign  was 
to  yield  that  city  and  its  dependencies  in  full  (bvereignty  to  a  man  ola,  as  an  equi- 
valent for  the  throne  and  treafures  of  shah  hussein  5  which  according  to  their 
original  compact,  he  ought  to  have  fhared  with  him.  Maghmud  now  entrufted 
this  general  with  a  detachment  of  fix  thoufand  Afghans,  and  four  thoufand  foreign 
troops.  Ashreff  and  nazr  ulla  joined  this  little  army,  and  towards  the  end  of 
NOVEMBER  they  marched  from  Isfahan. 

TiCHMAS,  prefuming  that  the  Afghans  would  not  open  the  campaign  at  the  end 
of  autumn,  when  the  weather  is  fevere  in  thofe  parts,  had,  by  the  advice  of  his 
minifiiers,  fent  his  troops  into  quarters :  he  was  therefore  in  no  capacity  of  making 
head  againft  the  enemy.  As  foon  as  he  heard  of  their  approach,  he  withdrew  to 
zENGAN,  and  from  thence  to  tavris,  in  circumftances  very  unfuitable  to  the  dig- 
nity of  a  fovereign.  The  cities  of  cashan,  koom,  and  kiare,  which  lay  in  the 
road,  fent  deputies  to  meet  the  Afghans,  and  to  ranfom  themfelves  from  pillagp. 
Aman  ola  encamped  the  20th  of  December  within  three  leagues  of  casbin  ;  and 
the  inhabitants  fent  deputies  to  meet,  and  condu£b  him  into  the  city  with  military 
honours.  He  took  up  his  quarters,  with  great  part  of  his  armyi  in  the  palace  \ 
while  the  refl:  of  the  troops  were  lodged  in  the  houfes  of  the  citizens. 

The  joy  which  this  news  occafioned  at  maghmud's  court,  was  allayed  by  another 
piece  of  intelligence,  which  came  foon  after.  Moula  moussa,  who  was  commif- 
iioned  to  convoy  the  treafure  to  kandahar,  had  entered  the  province  of  segestan 
without  any  oppofition  ;  but  myrza  ismael,  governor  of  band  a,  aftrong  fortrefs 
in  that  province,  having  attacked  him  on  his  march,  moussa  and  his  convoy  were 
put  to  flight,  and  obliged  to  abandon  the  treafure.  It  is  affirmed  that  the  money 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  tomans  ^. 

*  Fifty  thoufand  pounds.  ^  See  Vol.  I.  pag.  1 56, 1 C7.  ^  Three  hundred  and  (eventy.£ve 

dioafM^d  poends,  which  fome  hl&orians  report  to  nave  been  fent  to  shah  tjehmas  by  ismael. 

r 
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Pbter  fte  ORB  AT  invades  Jbe  northern  provinces  of  pEUSifA^  Persia  thrmmeHy 
the  TURKS.  Casbin  takes  up  arms  againft  /*^  Afghans.  Magka^ui^  fHfaffacia 
the  PERSIAN  lords:.  Arrival  of  the  TtTRKiSH  envcj.  ^azk  vlla's  excmjhns, 
Difirefs  of  IS  f  AH AK. 

1722.  TLyfAGHMUD  was  not  the  only  formidable  enemy,  that  appeared  Inarms 
Jl^l^  againft  the  crown  of  Persia.  Peter  the  great  being  convinced  that 
commerce  is  the  only  fource  of  riches,  and  confcquently  the  bafis  of  the  fplendbr  of  a 
ftate,  defigned  to- open  a  communication  between  the  Caspian  and  suxine  ieas>  by 
joining  the  yolga  and  the  don  "^  ^  as  be  had  already  opetled  a  fafe  obmmunication 
by  a  canal,  between  the  volga  and  the  neva,  which  communicates  with  the  Bal- 
tic By  this  means  he  had  rendered  st.  Petersburg,  on  the  fide  of  EtrRopfe, 
what  ASTRACHAN  was  on  the  fide  of  asia.  As  he  was  fenfible,  that  the  commerce 
of  ASIA  could  not  be  conveniently  carried  on  but  by  the  Caspian  fe'i,  he  ordered  a 
chart  of  it  to  be  made;  he  likewife  fent  prince  beckawitz*  into  taktaRT, 
where  he  was  barbaroufly  murdered.  The  cruelty  with  which  the  ous begs  msrffacr^l 
a  whole  caravan  coming  from  china  in  1721,  having^  revived  the  memory  of  tftis 
unhappy  cataftrophe,  and  alfo  of  the  outrages  committed  by  the  lesgees  againft 
the  RUSSIAN  merchants  at  the  taking  of  shamakie  ""^  t)ie  Russian  monarch  was 
.  induced  to  lend  an  ambaflador  into  Persia.  This  minifter  was  commiffioned  to 
make  his  complaints  to  shah  hussejn,  if  this  prince  was  fti)f  upon  the  thn^ne  ;  and 
if  he  no  longer  reigned,  to  infift'  upon  the  ufurper's  giving  fatisfadion  fot  the  beha- 
viour of  the  LESGEES,  the  ousbegs,  and  his  other  allies. 

It  is  probable,  that  the  real  motive  of  the  embafly  was  to  examine  the  fituation 
of  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom,  of  which  the  Russian  court  had  received  but  im* 
perfeA  accoums.  Maghmud,  to  whom  the  Russian  minifter  addrellbd  hittifblf^ 
made  anfwcr,  *'  That  he  was  defirous  of  living  upon  good  terms  widi  the  c2ar, 
^*  whom  fame  had  reprefented  as  a  wife  and'  warlike  prince ;  but  as  the  people  he 
'*  complained  of  were  neither  his  allies  nor  fubje^,  he  could  not  prefcribe  laws  to 
*^  them,  nor  be  accountable  for  their  condud.  He  therefore  recommended  to  him^ 
^^  to  provide  lor  the  fecurity  of  his  caravans  by  ftrong  convoys^  unleii  he  cttdfe  tb 
^*  enter  into  an  alliance  with  thofe  nations  through  whofe  territbries  they  were  to 


s." 


The  czar  was  not  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer.  The  opporttihity  was  favourable 
to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  weftern  (hore  of  the  Caspian  ;  he  therefor  aflfimibled 
in  the  neighfa|ourhood  of  astrachan,  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  compofed 
of  thofe  veterans  who  had  ferved  in  the  war  againft  i  weden  :  thefe  were  joined  by 
a  body  of  tartar«,  cossacks,  andicHALMucKS.  The  29th  of  juxv,  he  embarked 
on  the  CASPIAN,  and  anchored  the  4th  of  august  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  of 
TERKi,  on  the  frontiers  of  i>achestan«    Fix>m  thence  a  lieutenant  was  diipatched 

to 

*  See  Vol.  I.  p.  65.  ^  See  Im  hiiloiy,  VoL  I.  diap.  29.  p.  126.  *  By  the  uioiis. 

See  page  146. 
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<€9  TACIKV9  with  orders  to  deliver  to  aldi  ghbrai^  one  of  the  prmces  of  the  les-  1722. 
pBJBS,  zm^fc&Oy  in  which,  according  to  the  ordina.ry  ftile  of  fuch  writings,  the 
fcZiAf^  pretended,  '*  That  it  was  not  any  ambitious  view  of  enlarging  his  dominions 
"that  brought  hioi  thither  j  but  a  defign  to  refcue  the  king  of  Persia,  and  his 
**  lojM  fuigedts,  ftom  die  tyranny  of  the  Afghans  ^  and  to  chaftife  thofe  rebels, 
"  fyc  tho  ^(ord^rs.and  excdies  which  they  had  committed  againft  the  Russians  : 
**  he  concluded  with  threatening  fevcre  punifliments  againft  thofe  who  Ihould  per- 
«*  fift  in  their  rebellion."     Thefe  manifefto's  were  alfo  fent  to  derbend,  shama* 

Kf B,  'and  B,AiCU. 

DoRiNG  thefe  tranfa&ions,  a  brigadier,  who  had  been  detached  with  a  .body  of 
iix  thoufand  hoHe  to  take  pof&fiion  of  andreof,  w4s  attacked  by  five  t;houfand  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  place ;  but  he  gave  them  fo  wartn  a  reception,  that  he  drove 
them  back  into  the  town,  which  was  foon  abandoned  to  pillage.  The  tenth  of 
AvotfST  the  fleet  landed  the  infantry  at  ahrah!M  near  sulack,  whei:e  they  threw 
4>p  (6a^  entrenchments  to  cover  themfelves  :  here  the  shamkaItL  ai.di  omerai^ 
th^  lords  of  <;oRSKi  and  axan,  and  the  fultan  of  a  difl:ri6t,  whole  name  was  ma- 
HOMMBD,  were  prefented  to  the  czar  :  AtBi  gherai  received  the  Russians  into 
TARKU.  The  end  of  the  month  the  army  refumed  their  m«irch,  pafied  the  rivers 
^ANAa»  A»cHV,  and  bovnak,  and  encamped  on  the  borders  of  nitzi.  The  sul-* 
TAN  MAHOMMBD  of^glcd  their  march  with  a  body  of  ten  thouland  men  ;  but  after 
a  (harp  encounter,  his  troops  were  put  to  flight. 

The  firft  of  September  the  army  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  bohan,  where 
they  received  intdligence,  that  the  inhabitants  of  baku  earneftly  defircd  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  c^ar  againft  the  infults  of  the  lesgees,  -who  had  vexed  them  with 
inroads  for  two  years.  As  the  army  drew  near  to  derbend  %  the  governor  marched 
out  of  the  town,  followed  by  the  principal  inhabitants,  and  prefented  the  keys  to 
the  RUSSIAN  monarch,  who  was  received  with  the  found  of  a  numerous  artillery, 
and  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  Pafling  through  the  town,  he  encamped  at  a 
fmafl  diftance  from  the  walls,  .on  the  fouth  fide.  The  fituation  o(  this  place,  I 
have  already  obferved,  conftitutes  it  the  gate  into  asi a.  After  this  conqueft,  te 
rcfolved  to  return  home  :  having  therefore  confirmed  the  governor  *  in  his  office, 
and  left  ^  g^rrilbn  of  two  thoufand  Russians  in  the  citadel,  he  ordcrp4  part  of  his 
/troops  to  manch  back  :  of  thefe,  fome  were  re^imbarked,  and  others  went  by  jland 
to  ASTRAQHAN ;  thofc  remaining  being  fufficieot  to  extend  his  conqueft  the  ^ext 
year  :  he  arrived  himfelf  in  that  city  by  fea  the  middle  of  octObbr. 

While  the  Russians  were  making  themfelyes  matters  of  the  northern  provinces 
of  PERSIA,  this  unhappy  empire  faw  a  new  ftorm  impending  toward  the  weft.  Thp 
port  havir^  been  informed  by  shah  hussbin's  own  ambaflador,  of  the  extremity 
to  which  his  mafter  was  reduced,  thought  of  reaping,  fome  advantage  by  his  mil* 
fortunes.  The  opportunity  was  favourable,  as  flie  was  fecured  againft  her  ancient 
enemy  by  the  treaty  of  passarowitz  ^     The  fpirit  of  faftion,  which  generally  pre-  ^ 

B  b  2  cedes 

*  D^RBjSNDy  in  the  pbrsi an  lapjgus^gc,  fignifies  a  (Irong  fortification ;  as  in  turkuh,  demir  capI^ 
by  Which  name  they  caH  -thi*  place,  *s  a  gatt  of  ^k^n.  *  The  city  15  conWcred  as  ^iftinft  from 

the  citadel,  in  the  latter  a  Russian  officer wmmandcd.  « Concluded  the  aift  of  July  1718, 

with  the  emperor  CHARLES  vi. 
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1722.  cedes  the  fubverfion  of  monarchies,  had  diffufed  iifcif  from  Ispahan  into  the  Weftern 
provinces  ;  fo  that  the  turks  had  all  reafon  to  cxpcft  that  they  might  extend  their 
conqueft  with  a  rapid  progrefs.  Things  being  thus  fituated,  the  Persian  minifter 
was  ordered  to  depart  from  Constantinople  in  the  month  of  april  ;  and  the 
grand  vizir  turned  his  whole  attention  to  improve  thcfe  favourable  circumftances 
to  the  advantage  of  the  ottoman  empire.  Such  were  the  different  nK>tions  of 
thefe  powers  to  the  end  of  this  year. 

^7^3'  We  (hall  now  fee  what  was  tranfa6Kng  in  the  center  of  persia,  during  the  courie 
of  the  enfuing  year.  The  city  of  casbin  had  no  reafon  to  be  pleaied  with  the 
change  of  government ;  for  a  man  ola  was  hardly  mailer  of  the  place«  when  his 
infatiable  avarice  prompted  him  to  treat  the  inhabitrnts  with  all  the  rigor  whick 
MAGHMUD  generally  fhewed  to  conquered  cities.  Thefe  extortions,  and  the  un- 
bridled licentioufnefs  of  the  foldiery,  foon  alienated  the  minds  of  the  people.  The 
ybke  growing  mgrc  intolerable  every  day,  the  leading  men  among  them  aflembled 
privately,  to  ronfult  on  the  means  of  delivering  themfelves  from  this  oppreffive 
tyranny.  It  was  refolved  that  part  of  the  inhabitants  Ihould  attack  the  royal  pa- 
lace at  an  hour  appointed,  while  the  reft  were  to  fall  fword  in  hand  upon  the  Af- 
ghans difperfed  in  different  quarters  of  the  town*,  and  to  prevent  their  fignal 
caufing  any  alarm,  it  was  agreed  to  ftrike  the  iirft  blow  at  the  found  of  the  hom^ 
which  they  make  ufe  of  a  little  aiter  fun-fet,  to  give  the  people  notice  that  the  baths 
are  ready. 

The  eighth  of  January  was  the  day  fixeckfor  putting  their  defign  in  executk)n. 
The  confpirators  had  made  all  the  necefiary  ftfpofitions,  and  were  waiting  for  the 
critical  moment  for  taking  their  full  reveoge }  when  fome  fufpicious  appearances 
determined  them  to  anticipate  the  time.  In  the  afternoon,  they  obferved  that  the 
AFGHANS  abandoned  fome,  oi  their  poft9,  and  took  pofleiTion  of  others  ;  and  were 
aflembling  in  a  body,  in  a  manner  which  ftemed  to  exprefs  the  fear  of  danger. 
Upon  this  the  confpirator^  took  to  their  arms  with  great  precipitation^  and,  without 
waiting  for  any  other  fignal,  fell  upoa  the  enemy  on  every  fide  with  the  utmofl: 
furyj 

Am  AN  OLA,  alarmed  at  the  report  of  mu(kets,  mounted  on  horieback,.  and  went 
to  the  great  fquare,  whither  the  common  danger  had  brought  moft  of  the  af* 
CHANS.  Both  parties  were  animated  with  the  fpirit  of  hatred  and  revenge,  and 
the  vidory  was  for  fome  time  dubious.  Aman.  01.  a,  though  wounded  in  the  right 
ifaoulder  by  a  mufket  ball,  maintained  the  combat,  and  encouraged  his  troops  ; 
but  feeing  them  in  danger  of  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  he  was.  at  length 
obliged  to  retreat  to  the  palace,  where  not  thinking  himlelf  fecuce,.  he  went.throug(i 
the  gardens  by  a  private  way,  and  got  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy.  The  A^r 
CHANS  loft  fixteen  hundred  men  iatni&a^on*,  their  flight  was-  fo  precipitate,. that 
they  left  all  their  baggage  and  treafure  behind  them»,  and  their  fiaves  rccpvered 
their  liberty. 

This  melancholy  news  no  fooner  reached  the  ear  of  maghmud,  by  an  exprefs 
mefienger  from  am  an  ola  \  thaa  this  prince  refolved  upon  an  expedient,  to  pr>  * 

v^t 
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▼cnt  an  inftirre<flion  in  ISP  AH  AN.  He  oitiered  the  cannon  to  be  fircH,  giving  out  172^. 
that  his  general  had  taken  TiVHMAS  mvrza  prilbner  $  and  to  confirm  this  report, 
illuminations  and  other  publick  rejocings  were  made,  which  ferved  as  a  pretext  to 
double  the  guards,  and  to  hinder  any  ftrangcr  from  entering  the  city.  This  piece 
of  policy  could  not  be  exerted  upon  a  more  proper  occafion  -,  for  as  the  abfence  of 
AMAN  OLA  with  hls  dctachmcnt  had  confiderably  weakened  the  army,  there  waa 
room  CO  apprehend,  that  the  people  of  Isfahan  might  attempt  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  inhabitants  of  casbin. 

Thb  uneafinefs  which  this  affair  had  created  in  the  mind  of  machmud,  was  in 
fome  meafure  removed,  by  the  return  of  the  detachment  under  aman  ola.  But 
how  different  was  their  appearance  !  When  they  fet  out  upon  the  expedition,  their 
numbers,  their  fpirit,  their  intrepid  countenance  feemcd  to  promife  new  vidtories  v 
but  the  exceffive  cold,  againft  which  they  were  not  provided,  and  the  wounds  which 
numbers  of  them  had  received,  rendered  them  objeds  of  compaflion  rather  than  of 
fear.  The  mifery  and  hardlhips  they  had  endured,  dcftroyed  many  of  them  on  the 
road,  and  the  remainder  were  as  haraf)[ed  by  their  march*  as  difpirited  by  their 
defeat. 

Upon  leaving  casbin,  ashreff  took  the  road  to  kandah ar  with  three  hundred 
horie.  He  apprehended  that  this  infurreftion  might  be  followed  by  a  general  re- 
volt ;  and  was  moreover  defirous  of  freeing  himfelf  from  the  danger,  to  which  the* 
jealoufy  of  maghmud  continually  expofed  him ;  fo  that  this  little  army,,  by  no» 
tneans  appeared  the  fame,  as  that  which  had  left  Isfahan  two  months  before^ 

The  infurrefbion  of  casbin  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  maghmud,  that  he 
thought  himfelf  in  great  danger  in  the  midfl  of  a  numerous  and  difafFe(5ted  multi- 
tude, with  only  a  hafidful  of  foldiers  about  him.  The  ordinary  fuggeftion  of  his 
xruel  mind  under  thefe  circumftances  was  that  of  murder  •,  foe  by  putting  one  part 
of  them  to  death,  he  hoped  to  remain  more  abfolute  mafter  of  the  other*  To  pre- 
vent this  barbarous  expedient  from  caufing  the  very  infurredtion  which  he  appre- 
hended, he  determbed  to  begin  with  thofe,  whofe  credit,  rank,  or  birth,  might  en- 
able them  to  form  or  fuppom  a  fa£tion»  With  this  defign,  the  fame  day  that  aman 
jOla  arrived,  he  invited  the  minifters,  lords,  and  other  Persian  chiefs,  to  a  public 
entertainment.  They  came  without  any  miftruft,  co  the  number  of  three  hundred^, 
but  as  foon  as  they  weK  ieated,  his  guard  fell  upon  them  with  their  fabres,  and. 
murdered  thenK 

Among  thefe  viftims  to  infernal  policy,  were  the  great  chancellor  of  the  empire,, 
the  governor  of  Isfahan  and  his  younger  brother,  both  of  them  brothers  of  ma- 
HOMM;ED  Kotiu  KHAN,  princc  of  aEORGiA ;  the  KHAN  of  COKHILAN,  the  grand: 
maftet  of  the  artillery,  and  moil  of  the  principal  perfons  of  note  belonging  to  the 
court  of  Hvss£iN.  The  athimat  doulet  was  fpared,  in  confideratioa  of  his« 
brother's  having  facilitated  the  efcape  of  .the  Afghans  at  the  affair  of  casbin.. 
The  horror  of  this  crufl  execution,  was  increaled  by  the  circumflances  attending 
*be  murder  of  a  boy  of  twelve  vears  of  age.  He  was  fon  to  rostam  myrza  prince* 
Qi  oeo^oiA^  apd  a$  he  had  been  adopted  by  an  afghan,  he  fled  for  (helter  during: 

tter 
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1723.  the  matfaoie  <^  the  officers  of  Uiat  nation^  whofe  prQtcdion  he  impldmi  with  tt$n% 

but  oeither  his  tender  years,  nor  the  folkkatioiis  of  the  officers  could  faye  him :  be 
was  torn  from  them  aiid  butcbt8«d. 

Th'B  hedks  <^  thofe  that  were  mftfiaccod,  ^ntm  eKpb&d  on  the  miidah  before  the 
palace.  To  preveM  their  fxsffterity  from  revenging  this  cruel  a<5kion,  uacuhub 
gave  orders  likewife  for  all  their  diiidi«ii  to  be  ipurdered.  The  impioi^  oiaaaer 
in  which  he  relieved  his  daftardly  fears  of  thefe  boys,  seas  yet  more  (hocking.  Two 
hundred  young  perfons  of  the  firft  nobility  of  Persia  and  Georgia,  were  led  to- 
gether from  the  academy  where  they  were  educated,  to  an  open  field ;  and  being 
there  permitted  to  run  for  their  lives,  rhe  af^kans  gaUoped  after  them*  and  enr 
joyed  the  horrible  fpoit  of  chafing  them  Mfce  favage  beafts,  till  they  were  all  flau^* 
tered.  Maghmud,  whofe  defign  Was  to  fecure  the  throne  by  the  total  extirpatioo  of 
the  nobility,  to  colour  (b  flagitious  a  conduct,  pretended  that  Ae£t  young  lords  had 
formed  a  confpiracy  agarnft  his  life.  His  barbaious  policy  did  act  ftop  here :  he 
had  picked  out  of  shah  hussein's  guards,  and  other  Persian,  troops,  near  three 
thoufand  men,  and  took  them  into  hi3  pay.  Thefe  he  aflemhled  in  an  area  withia 
the  palace,  under  the  pretence  of  giving  them  an  extraordinary  allowance  of  pt^Oi 
and  while  they  were  eating  it,  a  body  of  troops,  which  had  been  polled  there  for 
that  purpofe,  fell  upon  them^  and  cut  them  to  piecesi  befiDre  they  had  time  to  re- 
cover themfelves. 

MAONMt/D  now  imagined  he  might,  wit^iout  any  difgnife,  fecurely  deftroy  fuch 
as  were  objeds  of  jealoufy.  Accordingly  he  gave  general  orders  to  his  ibldiers^  to 
put  every  one  to  the  fword,  who  had  at  any  time  received  pay  from  the  exchequer, 
either  by  way  <rf  falary,  or  penfion.  As  the  enquiry  was  committed  to  the  foldi^rs, 
who  were  conftituted  in  a  great  meafure  the  judges  of  the  fentenoe  which  they  were 
to  execute,  the  intentions  of  their  chief  were  extremely  weil  anfwered  5  for  djiiriog 
fifteen  days  which  this  maffiKrre  lafted,  the  defpondeacy  of  the  people  arrived  to  fuch 
a  pitch,  that  one  might  fee  a  (ingle  man  teading  three  .or  f^ur  fEJiSfAKs  to  execu- 
.  tion.  It  was  impoffiole  to  render  fuch  9>  feriesof  batl^aritiesexoufable.  Maghmud 
pretended  that  he  had  been  informed  the  inhabitants  o£  Ispahan,  after  the  example 
of  thofe  of  CASBiN,  intended  to  rife  up  in  arms,  and  to  maflacre  ail  the  ArcHAKs^ 
It  is  even  believed,  that  he  fpared  the  lives  of  fome Persians  ofidiftin&ian,  to.givehis 
condud  the  air  of  juftice,  as  if  thefe  had  difcV>fed  to  him  this  {)recended  coiofpinicy. 

Th£  third  day  of  this  tragedy,  osman  aga,  whom  the  basha  of  bagdat  had 
difpatched  into  persia  by  order  of  the  grand  fignior,L  arrived  at  Ispahan.  A  de- 
tachment of  two  hundred  men  was  affikned  for  his  guard,  with  coders  not  to  lufier 
any  one  to  come  into  die  palace  where  he  was  lodged.  The  fubjed  of  his  coQ^mi^ 
fion  is  not  known  :  maghmud  fufpefted  from  the  difeourfe  he  had  with  him,  that 
he  was  a  fpy,  who,  under  the  lanftion  of  the  law  of  nations,  was  come  to  pry  into 
the  ftate  of  a^airs.  This  prince,  who  was  naturally  of  a  proud  and  violent  temper, 
would  have  paid  but  little  regard  to  this  law,  if  his  minifters  had  not  r^fefentcd 
the  inconveniencies  wttich  might  attend  the  violation  of  it.  He  was  therefore  pre- 
vailed on,  r;ot  only  to  diflfemble  his  refentraent,  but  ilfo  to  permit  that  this  "T*urki«h 
minifter,iiT  company  widi  fome  Afghans  who  were  appointed  to  watch  him,  Aould  * 
fee  SHAH  HvssxiK«  2  The 
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Thpb  tur'ks  not  knowing  what  was  txanfadUng  at  Isfahan,  had  feat  to  this  unfor- 1 7^  J* 
tanate  pntice.  Eighteen  days  after  his  arrival,  this  minifler  was  ordered  to  depart. 
He  bad  fealbn  enough  to  think,  that  his  prefence  had  been  difagreeable ;  for  they 
fiarched  him  and  his  bi^age*  twice  at  the  city  gates  ;  and  three  miles  from  thence, 
crpbn  vifiting  fbme  cheib  Which  had  not  been  opened  in  the  town,  two  young  per- 
^TAH  womejsi  Were  draped  out  oif  them,  and  ftabbed  upon  the  fpot ;  ibme  flavea  of 
the  fame  nation,  who  were  difguiied  in  a  Turkish  dreis,  thinking  to  efcape  among 
the  aga's  retinue,  were  ferved  in  the  iame  manner. 

In  the  mean  time  maohmud  ufed  every  endeavour  to  weaken  the  Persian  in- 
habitants of  ISFAHAN,  The  blood  which  he  had  fpilt,  was  not  fufficient  to  remove 
his  anxiety.  He  ordered  a  proclamation  to  be  made,  that  whoever  was  inclined  to 
^uit  the  town,  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  retire  j  except  a  certain  number  of  youne 
piRSiAirs  whom  he  had  choftn,  in  order  to  traSn  them  «p  to  the  manners  and  di^ 
cipiine  of  his  own  nation.  In  confequence  of  which,  all  thofe  who  were  able  to 
bear  arms,  and  bad  not  'CompUed  with  the  tacit  orders  implied  in  that  permifHon^ 
^ere  fccretly  put  ta  death.. 

The  few  inhabitants  that  were  Idt  in.  Ae  city  could  give  hirt  no  forther  um- 
brage ;  he  therefore  applied  his  thou^tsto  thofe  in  the  open  country.  Encouraged 
by  the  inrurrei9:iQn  at  casbin,  many  of  thefe  were  in  arms  againft  the  afghans  ^ 
«^cially  the  iivhabitants  of  b£n  Isfahan,  who  continued  to  fignalize  themfelves, 
jind  even  killed  feveral  of  MAoikMtrjo's  foldiets  at  the  very  gates  of  the  town,  from 
whence  they  alfe  carrid  off  fome  pieces  of  cannon.  The  probable  efeft  of  fuch  ad 
trample,  was  not  the  only  ctrcuoiftance  that  difturbed  the  ufurper.  The  provi- 
sions which  he  had  caufed  to  be  brought  into  ^sfahai^  were^  almoft  confumed  -,  and 
as  the  infurredion  of  the  open  country  hindered  a  frelh  fupply,  his  army  was  in 
•danger  of  being  fami&ed  in^  their  tur«. 

To  remedy  thtft  inconvem^icies,  a/tachmvd  gave  orders  to  naza  ulla  to  take 
the  field  with  a  detachment  of  three  thoftifaikl  men.  This  general  was  repulfed  at 
feveral  little  tewn3 ;  however,  he.  toc^  feme  by  ftolrm^  and  obliged  others  to  fur^ 
render  i  among  other  places  kodmsha,  a*  ctry  fituated  fifteen  leagues  fouth  of  js^ 
PAHAN,  (ubmiHed  to  him«  The  fupply  he  had  railed  in  a  country  ruined  by  their 
fetis  invalk>n^  W4s  not  fufficient  to  maintain  the  aj^qhan  army  for  any  length  of 
tim^:  MAGHMUD  therefore  ^ve  kaxit  vlla  a  reinforcement  of  a  thoufand  meh^ 
\iHth  orders  to  make  sin  incurfion  into  the  northern  parts  of  irac  agemi.  This 
general  fet  out  accordingly  the  4tb  of  AP^ts.  :  the  better  to  furprize  the  enemy,  he 
idire6ted  his  march  through  the  deferts  to  the  f^uebwdrd,  and  appealed ^  fuddenly  in 
the  neighbourhoidd  of  hamadav.  The.KHAM  who  was  goVernw  qf  that  country 
marched  lOUt  at  the  head  of  three  ti^Kiiand  men  to  give  him  battle-:  but  his  trcopa 
being  too  raw  to  ftand  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  were  put  to  flight :  the  afohans  the^ 
made  three  attempts  to  take  the  city  by  ftorm. 

We  hare  already  obfcrved,  that  thefe  peopk  had  neither  patienee  iior  Ikill  to 
tarry  on  a  regular  fiege  ;  fo  that  a  fingle  wall  retarded  their  progrefs.  Nazr  ulla 
£tfing  difcouraged  a^  tbe  Io&  he  had  fbflainiKl'  in*  endearouriog  to  take  the  place,^ 
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•7i^3-contentedliimfclf  with  ravaging  the  country.  As  things  were  iituated,  there  was 
nothing  difficult  in  this  undertaking.  The  terror  occafioned  by  his  iudden  incur* 
fion,  and  the  apprehenfions  which  the  people  had  entertained  ^  the  cruelty  of  the 
AFGHANS,  were  fo  great,  that  wherever  he  turned  his  arms,  he  found  the  towns 
and  villages  defertedi  It  is  mentioned  as  a  matter  of  aftoniftiment,  that  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  this  expedition,  none  but  the  keeper  of  the  king's  ftuds  in  khou- 
sisTAN,  and  the  k.hak  of  hamadan,  had  the  courage  to  oppofe  the  rebels.  The 
former  indeed  was  moft  fuccefsfiil,  with  the  two  thoufand  men,  who  were  appointed 
to  guard  the  king^s  horfes,  he  attacked  a  party  of  the  rebels,  and  carried  off  a  con- 
liderable  number  of  camels  loaded  with  plunder. 

The  AFGHANS  having  pillaged  -at  difcretion,  nazr  ulla  led  them  towards 
t>EROHEziN,  a  town  fituate  within  three  days  journey  of  hamadan,  on  the  fide  of 
CASBiN.  This  town,  and  its  neighbourhood,  are  inhabited  by  people  of  the  lame 
fc6t  as  the  afghans.  It  was  the  policy  of  abas  I.  to  tranfport  the  inhabitants  of 
conquered  places  from  one  country  to  another,  with  the  view  not  only  to  prevent 
any  danger  from  their  difaffedHon,  but  likewife  of  depopulating  the  frontiers  ex- 
poied  to  an  enemy.  This  prince  had  removed  thefe  people  from  kourdistan,  to 
the  territories  of  hamadan,  about  derohezin  *,  where,  according  to  their  original 
cuftom,  they  lived  the  greateft  part  of  the  year  in  tents.  This  conformity  of  man- 
ners and  religion,  firft^avethe  notion  to  nazr  ulla  of  inviting  them  to  Isfahan  : 
he  managed  the  affair  k>  dexteroufly,  that  he  perfuaded  their  chiefs  to  agree  to  this 
migration.  It  is  probable  thefe  might  prefer  the  houfes  of  the  capital  to  their  cot- 
tages and  tents ;  but  there  was  foon  reafon  to  think*  that  this  change  was  not  agreed 
to  with  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  people,  for  numbers  of  them*  biai&d  by  their 
afie<5bion  for  their  own  habitations,  defefted,  and  returned  home  again. 

While  nazr  ulla  was  ravaging  this  part  of  Persia,  maghmud  did  not  ad 
more  humanely  towards  the  people  of  Isfahan,  not  (paring  even  the  foreigners,  as 
thv£NGLisH  fadtors  there  experienced  5  for  befides  a  confiderable  fum  in  money, 
he  took  a  largp  value  in  cloths  and  fluffs.  The  dutch  east-india  company's 
fadors  were  treated  more  feverely  :  the  merchants  of  that  nation  had  fold,  during 
the  famine,  a  great  quantity  of  bad  fugar  at  an  cxceflive  high  price  ^  and  as  the  ex- 
travagant dearnefs  of  every  kind  of  provifion  had  (Iripped  even  the  wealthy  of  the 
greateft  part  of  their  money,  the  dutch  laid  out  their  whole  capital,  in  purchafmg 
at  a  very  low  rate  the  moft  valuable  moveables  and  commodities  in  the  city,-  as 
ftuffs,  filks,  furs,  jewels,  &c.  They  were  at  length  obliged  to  refund  ;  for  magh- 
mud ordered  their  ftandard  •  to  be  beaten  down ;  and  compelled  them  to  difcover 
where  they  hac!  concealed  their  wealth.  They  had  found  the  means  of  remitting 
fome  part  of  their  treafure  at  different  times  to  bender  abassi,  yet  the  fum  faid  to 
be  extorted  from  them  upon  this  occafion  amounted  to  near  four  hundred  thoufand 
crowns  *• 

The  INDIANS,  whom  commercial  views  had  induced  to  fettle  in  Isfahan,  were 
alfo  taxed  at  the  rate  of  twenty- ieven  thoufand  tomans  ^  After  this  maghmud  niade 

afrelh 

*  A  kind  of  enfign  or  banneri  like  that  nfedon  board  offbxps,  which  the.confuls  of  ivropian  na- 
tioRs  put  up  before  their  hoaies.  ^  One  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  <  Sixty.feven  thou(and 

Hvc  hundred  ponndi. 
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a  frelh  attack  upoA  the  aumbnians  of  julfa.  We  have  already  mentioned  that  i?^ J- 
they  gave  a  bond  payable  at  the  termination  of  the  flege,  and  that  nine  of  their 
chieft  had  been  arretted  as  fureties  for  the  engagement,  which  ftill  amounted  to 
fifty  thoufand  romans.  Whther  it  was  thro*  defign  or  inability,  thefe  people  had 
faded  payment ;  but  m  aohmud  fent  for  the  principal  of  them,  and  caufed  the  heads 
of  three  of  the  fureties  to  be  cut  off,  among  thefe  was  their  c  alentaH  or  civil  ma- 
giftrate.  After  extorting  feme  money  from  the  reft  through  the  terror  of  this  exe- 
cution, he  at  length  permitted  them  to  return  home. 


CHAP.    IIL 

• 

Zeberdest  khan  takes  chiez.  The  inhabitants  of  ^tit  i^v ah a^  futrenderhy  capi- 
tulation. Nazr  ulla  returns  ^ith provifions,  A  new  colony  ^/ Afghans  arrives 
from  KANDAHAR.  Tbi  vAli  I?/ GEORGIA  dipofei.  Na^r  ulla  is  fern  into  par- 
fSisTAN.     Maghmud  tokos  GHuLPAiGAN  \     T^HMAsV  omtf  defeated.    Fate  of 

LUFT  ALI  KHAN. 

IN  the  mean  time  MAGliMut)  carried  on  the  War  With  gr^t  vigor  againft  the  fe* 
veral  towns  (ituated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Isfahan  j  for  this  purpofe  he  cm- 
ployed  2£BERt>£st  khan.  Tkis  pcrfon  had  been  taken  prifoiier  by  th^  Afghans 
twenty  years  before,  and  paflcd  from  the  ftate  of  (lavenr,  to  one  of  the  principal 
pofts  in  their  army ;  he  now  maintained  the  reputation  of  bravery,  by  which  he  had 
made  his  fortune.  Without  amufing  himlelf^  as  his  predeceflbr  had  done^  in  ra^ 
vaging  the  open  country,  or  in  plundering  a  few  defencelefs  towns,  towards  the. 
beginning  of  may  he  laid  fiege  to  GHt£2,  a  fortrefs  before  which  the  afghAns  had 
miicarried  more  than  once.  This  place  was  fituated  within  three  leagues  of  isfa- 
HAif,  upon  an  eminence  which  commands  the  country,  and  wa^  efteemed  very 
ftrong.  The  khan  fummoned  the  garrifon  to  furrender  ;  and  upon  the  governor^ 
refufal,  he  fent  fbme  pbrsees  to  break  open  the  gates  with  their  hatchets  :  but-the 
reception  his  men  met,  convinced  him  of  the  neceflity  of  proceeding  with  greater 
precaution ;  and  he  refolved  to  undermine  the  walls,  and  open  a  fubterraneous  paf- 
fag?  into  the  town.  The  work  was  direded  by  a  persbe,  whoie  profeflion  was  to 
dig  wells :  when  it  was  completed,  he  ordered  a  detachment  to  make  their  way 
through  it  fword  in  hand.  The  befieged,  aftonifhed  to  fee  the  enemy  ftart  up  from 
under  ground»  a  thing  of  which  they  had  no  conception,  no  longer  refifted  :  moft 
of  them  were  put  to  the  fwonL  and  their  wives  and  children  carried  into  (lavery. 
This  conqueft  proved  of  great  lervicc  to  the  afgiIans,  for  it  not  only  fecuired  the 
neighbouring  villages,  but  likewife  engaged  the  inhabitants  of  bbn  isf  AfiAM  to  fub- 
mit  to  their  government. 

We  have  already  feen»  how  the  iithalntaiits  of  this  town  maintained  the  repuu- 
tion,  which  they  had  acquired  by  the  advantages  gained  over  maghmud  and  aman 
OLA  \  and  their  example  firved  to  keep  up  the  fjpirit  of  refiftance  in  other  neighbour- 

Vol.  II.  C  c  ing 
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i722.in^  towUi;    Hitherto  they  had  been  deaf  to  eyery  praoofal,  but  amr.  prcCent  cir* 
cumftances  rendo^  them  more  docile  :  they^confiderea  that  rjBHMASy  whofe  namc^ 
was  hardly  any  lotiger  mentioned,,  was  not  in  a  capacity  to  fend  them  affiftance  *». 
that  the  taking  of  ghibs  enabled  the  enemy  to  blockade  them  more  conveniently; 
and  as  it  was  now  impollible  for  them  to  fupport  an  independency,  they  fhould  ex-** 
pole  themfelves  to  inevitable,  miferies  to  no  purpofe,  if  they  held  out  any  longer. 
Thde  reflexions  inclined  them  to  acquiefce  to  the  folicitations  of  zeberdest  khan, 
who  demanded  their  furrendcr  •,  but  they  were  deterred  by  their  apprehenfions  oi 
MAGHMUD*s  reientment  of  the  death  of  his  brother  and  other  relations,  with  the  fe- 
vcial  damagps^  they  had  done  liim,^    The  kham.  however  diffipated  thwr^feaw^  by> 
offering  that  the  capitulation  fhould  be  figned  by  the  principal  officers  of  the  army, 
who  were  to  engage  their  honor/or  the  fbift  execution  of  it.     On  thefe  conditions 
they  fubmitted  to  the  yoke  of  the.ufurperj  but  maghmvd  foon  juftified  their  fufpi- 
cions  :  he  could  as  little  forgive  the  prejudices  they  had  done  him,  as  their  having, 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  inhabitants  of  Isfahan  to  deliver  themfelves  by  a  ge- 
neral infurreftion  ficom  the  yoke  under  which  they  groaned.    Hit  intention  was  to. 
engage  thetq  in  fbiue  fltep,  which  would  juftify  his  bie^lung.  the  capitulation,  and. 
ferve  as  a  pretext  to  his  vengeance.     For  this  purpofe  he  employed  feveral  peffbns,^ 
who  feigned  a  detefhition  of  himfelf  and  his  government,  and  perfuaded  them  to,, 
revolt.     Thefe  people  were  too  wife  or  too  virtuous  to  be  caught  in  this  fnarc  i  and^- 
being  as  religious  obfervers  of  the  oath  they  had  taken  to  him,  as.of  the'allegiai^e* 
they  nad  fworn  to  their  lawful  ibvereign,  they  feized  thole  emifJaries,  and  fent  then^ 
to. ISFAHAN  in  irons,  defining. mac hmud  to  inBi(5l  what  punifhtnent  he  pleafedupoa^ 
them.     This  mark  of  fidelity  at  lengtK  reconciled  the  treacherous  ufurper. 

.The  return  of  nazi^  ulla,.  after  an  excurfion  of  three  months^  aSbided  no  lef$^, 
pleafureto  maohmud,  than  the  redu&ion  of  thoie  two  places.  The  appreheafion . 
he  had  been  under,  that  the  city  would  be  depopulated  by  a  fecond  ^mine,  was:^ 
etxtirely  removed  when  he  faw  this  general  arrive  fafe  in  Isfahan^  with  a  great 
number  of  camels  loaden  with  provifioas  and  booty  *»  alfo  with  many  thouiand  ^ 
derohezins,  who  might  be  con^dered  as  a  new  colony^^npt^i^jeA  to*be  fui|)e&ed>^^ 
and  entirely  agreeable  to  the  afgh  ans*  j  J* . 

TowARPs  the  end  of  ^une  appeared  a  fecond  colony  ^  this  was  apuavaaof  feye-^ 
ral  thoufand  camels,  which  arrived  from  ka^o ah ar.  i  in  coofequen^e  of  the.  pru**- 
dent  meafurcs  which  maghmud. took,  at  the  very  begiiminjgof  his  reigi^.:  After: 
thjs  defeat  of  M0UJ.AJ40US5A  by  myrza  jsmael,  by  whid;i.a  great,  trealure  wa&* 
plundered^  he  fent  kahommed  NiscHAN,.his  grand  mafter  of  thecei^momes  %  into . 
that  country  with  a  frefh.fupply  of  money,,  ta^nukc  jiew  levies.,  Thh  afohan  . 

Erince  had  obferyed,.  that  lys.  fbldiers  deferted  in  whole  compaoiet't^.  returned, 
dme,  purely  from  the  defire  of  feeing  their  wives  and  children.^,  h^thereforne  en^ 
trufted  this  officer  with  eight  thoufand  camels,  to  bring  the  families  of  thofe  af^ 
GHAN.swh0: were,  already  in. the. army;,  as.lilqewife  of  thofq  v^io^.hc^  fhc^enUft 
into,the  fervice.  This  precauticua^.  together,  witbi  his /ame  of  ^Wing^^end^  th^ 
throne  of  PERjsiAt   repdi^d  this  caraVaBi  mujck  cKyf.  cogfidcya^pk >tty^  wa%  ex^ 

Maqh^ 

•ESICK    AOAMI. 


Chtip.  m.  S  U  L  t  A  N  'M 1  R  'M^  0  H  M  U  tt.  hps 

Ma^hmvI)  now  diflrfbuted  pAit  of  «lie  defemsd  liooies  tfkl  hitilsi  ibiSit  A«-t7^S« 
OHAVS  and  t>EROHEZ{Ns*  latdjr  arrived;  and  findii^ that  thele colonies  >QMit^V)<ff 
fufficienc  to  re-people  the  town,  he  raiied  a  new  fund,  and  pot  it  inix>the  kinds  bf 
MAHOMMBD  NiscHAN,  with  orders  to  employ  it  in  raifing  fifteen  thoufand  itien 
*  more,  and  to  bring  them  from  "RAKDAHAm  wiUi  their  famines. 

In  the  mean  time*  shah  tj*hmas(  conthnred  iat  tatt.  is,  contriving  meaiis'to  two* 
ver  his  dominions  j  but  gaVc  no  demonftrafioh^of  a  d^^acity  tqttal  to  the  part  he 
tad  to  ad.  His  conduft  was  indeed  but  a  natural  confcquehce  of  the  mAnttfer*i 
'which  he  had  beeli  educated.  According  to  the  cuftom  6ffab!iflied  by  A^its  ^ 
GREAT,  he  had  not  been  permitted  to  go  out  of  the  leraglib,  till" the  vieiy  day  he 
was  named  fucceflbr  to  the  throne.  This  prince,  tho'  filmed  for  »his  wifdom  and 
vator,  by  an  eflfedt  of  his  jtofloufy.  Committed  the  ed^atibh'df  mie  princes  of  the 
blood  to  eunuchs^  whofe  principal  care  wis'to  keep  them  in  ig^i^nce.  Ti/chmas 
came  fo  rude  and  unpolifhed  out  of  thdr  hands,  that  he  was  bUigikd  to  rely  upoti 
the  information  and  fidelity  of  his  fcrvants*  This  flavifli  method  of  education  was 
.produ6Hve  (^  another  inconveniency,  for  he  was  hardly  reieaied  from  the  ieraglio^ 
when  his  favourite  pafiiohs  began  to  predominate.  Thinking  himfelf  no  longer  ac- 
countable for  his  conduft,  he  abandoned  himfelf  to  his  pleafures,  which  neither  rca* 
fon  nor  experience  had  inftru6bed  him  how  to  regulate.  If  to  purine  the  true  Objefts 
of  pleafure;  as  agreeable  to  the  character  of  a  prince,  can  only  be  the  efied  of  wife 
inftrudtions ;  what  pould  be  expefbed  from  this  heir  of  the  Persian  diadem  ? 

He  had  already  made  one  falle  ftep  in  difchargtng  his  irmyzt  CASBtN  ',  ajid  ndW 
he  made  another  no  lefi  injurious  to  his  intereft.  Soon^afi<?f  he  was  declared  king^ 
he  fent  a  mcflcnger  to  vachtanga,  vali  of  Georgia,  with  orders  to  repair  forth*- 
with  tOTAVRis,  and  pay  him  homa^.  A  refentmentof  this  princess  behaviour  in 
refufing  to  march  to  the  fuccour  of  isfaha>i,  occafioncd  this  iummons  to  be 
couched  in  terms,  which  only  ferved  to  irritate  a  perfon  who  was  naturally  haughty^ 
and  very  little  inclined  to  obedience.  ThevALX  provoked  at  this  treatment,  de^ 
fpifed  the  orders.  He  had  already  attempted  to  lubjeft  his  teJritories  to  itxrssiA, 
and  ^  now  forefeeing  danger  from  the  difafFedion  which  the  people  fhewed  to  liim,  he 
Wrote  to  constaKTinople,  offering  to  pay  the  porte  annually  twenty-four  purfes  % 
by  way  of  tribute,  on  condition  (he  would  maintain  him  in  the  pbfieitibn  of  his  go«> 
vernment,  and  confirm  the  privileges  which  the  kings  of  Persia  had  granted  to  the 
princes  his  predeceflbrs,  as  well  as  to  the  nation  in  general. 

The  vali  had  not  time  to  exectite  his  projeft  j  for  in  march  following  tiCtiilf  aS 
depofed  him,  and  nominated  in  his  place,  mahommed  kouli  rhak,  prince  of 
caket,  who  was  alfo  defcended  from  the  ancient  .kings  of  Georgia.  The  new 
Vali  prefcnted  himfelf  before  tefflis  Ibon  after,  in  order  tb  take  pofleffion  of  his 
government;  but  not  having  a  force  iufiicient  to  contend  with  VachtaKga,  who^ 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  grandees  of  the  nation,  hiad  given  arms  to  the  people ) 
he  was  obliged  to  return  to  his  principality.  As  foon  as  he  arrived  there,  he  affem* 
bled  all  the  military  people  in  his  government;  and  entered  into  a  treaty  with  his 
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17^3*  oeighboufs  the  lbsgbe8»  who  fupplied  liiin  with  a  body  of  &V€n  thouiand  men ;  the 
jundUon  of  thefe  forces  augmented  his  army  fo  confiderablyt  that  on  the  8di  dt 
MAY  he  appeared  again  before  tbfflis. 

Vachtanga  fbreleeing  this  ftorm,  bad  already  concerted  his  meafures.  The 
inhabitants  began  to  treat  him  publickly  as  a  rebels  he  therefore  quitted  the  town 
privately*  the  preceding  night,  and  carried  with  him  his  family,  and  the  great  trea- 
fure  which  he  had  amafled  during  the  courle  of  a  long  reign.  This  haughty  obor- 
'  GiAN  now  felt  the  punifliment  of  his  pride  and  difobedience,  though  very  fhort  of 
the  dreadful  mifchiefs  they  had  occafioned.  Having  wandered  from  pl^ce  to  place 
as  a  fugitive,  in  august  1725  he  took  refuge  in  st.  pbtersburg  ;  where,  for 
reafons  of  fiate,  and  the  connexion  he  had  with  the  Russian  court,  he  found  a  faie 
afylum.  The  new  vali  no  longer  meeting  with  a  competitor,  made  his  entrance 
into  TEFFLis.  The  grandees,  and  the  inhabiunts  in  general,  were  convinced  of 
their  former  error,  and  received  him  with  great  demonftrations  of  joy ;  but  he  had 
not  been  long  there,  when  he  taxed  them  with  Bfty  thouiand  tomans  S 

Ik  this  interval  the  afchak  army  was  augmented  by  a  body  of  fix  thoufand 
dbrghbzins,  with  a  confiderable  number  of  Turkish  adventurers,  whom  magh- 
MUD  had  taken  into  his  pay,  as  well  as  by  the  recruits  arrived  jrom  Kandahar. 
This  prince  was  now  in  a  capacity  to  undertake  an  enccrprize  of  ibme  moment, 
but  apprehending  that  his  abience  might  occafion  troubles  in  his  capital,  he  refblved 
to  entruft  the  execution  of  his  defigns  to  the  experience  of  nazr  ulla.  Thus  the 
army  was  again  divided  into  two  bodies :  this  general  having  the  moft  numerous 
under  his  command,  received  the  sultan*s  orders  to  fall  upon  the  province  of 

.FARSrSTAN. 

MagMud  was  of  too  a&ive  a  genius  to  be  long  idle  :  leaving  a  fiifficient  garr^ 
fon  in  ISFAHAN,  he  led  the  remainder  of  his  troops  againft  ghulpaioan,  a  town 
iituaced  in  a  plain  weftward  of  c ashan.  The  ihhabit;ants  of  this  place  were  ftrongly 
attached  to  t^hmas^s  party,  and  had  n^le^d  no  precaution  neceflary  to  enable 
them  to  hold  out  a  long  fiege«  Maghmud  caufed  nis  cannon  to.  he  Bred  againii 
the  walls,  and  then  with  his  ufual  impetuofity  commanded  his  troops  to  ilorm  the 
town  in  three  different  places.  The  persi ansi  defended  themfelyes  with  great  refolu^ 
tion,  but  not  without  abandoning  Ibmc  of  the  works  which  they,  had  thrown  up. 

Things  were  in  this  fltuation,  when  maghmud  received  intelligence,  that  a  new 
enemy  had  fbrted  up  againft  him.  The  fuccefs  which  tahmas  had  in.reducing 
TEFFLIS  to  his  obedience,  raifed  the  courage  of  chat  ptince  \  and  he  appointed  fen- 
pouN,  KHAN  of  the  fiouRPS,  to  command  his  troops;  and  ordered  the  valTs  of 
I.ORISTAN  and  arabia,  with  the  khan  of  cohkilan  to  join  that  general  with  alt 
the  forces  of  their  relpeAive  governments,  giving  hi^D  direi^ions  to  march  to  Isfa- 
han, and  attack  the  ufurper^  Fenpoun  khan  was  prevented  from  drawing  any 
fuccours  from  thofe  provinces,  by  the  motion  of  the  ottoman  armies ;  who  having 
invaded  Georgia,,  as  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  more  part^ularly,  became 
a)aficrs  of  that  country,  and  threatened  the  frontiers  of  persia  on  every  fide.  This 

••  general 
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,  general  however  having  dght  thoufand  men  under  his  command,  all  choice  troops,  1723. 

'  which  T/BHMAS  had  aflfembled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  tavr is,  he  mkht  have 
rendered  fome  fervice  ^  but  preferring  plun«r,  he  pillj^ed  the  quarter  or  the  city 
where  the  Armenians  refide,  under  a  pretence  that  thefe  people  favoured  his  ma- 
fias enemies ;  and  adding  impofture  to  this  a£t  of  villainy,  he  fent  the  heads  of 
ibme  of  thofe  who  had  been  murdered  on  this  occafion  to  the  shah,  as  if  they  be* 
longed  to  the  Afghans  killed  in  batde :  the  fraud  indeed  was  eafily  difcovered,  as 
the  heads  of  feveral  Armenian  priefts  were  known  by  the  tonfure. 

A  GENERAL,  lo  little  a  friend  to  juftice,  feemed  to  promiie  no  great  fuccefi  to- 
wards retrieving  the  affairs  of  the  fugitive  king ;  however  he  determined  to  attack 
the  enemy*  He  knew  that  maghmud  had  marched  out  of  Isfahan  with  only  ten 
thoufand  men ;  and  prefumed  with  good  reafon  that  this  army,  already  hanafled 
with  the  cold  and  continual  rains,  would  not  be  able  to  withftand  the  joint  attack 
of  his  troops,  and  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  ohulpaioan.  Flattered  with  this  no- 
tion, he  marched  againil  the  Afghans,  but  was  foon  put  to  flight,  with  the  lofi 
of  two  thoufand  of  his  forces.  He  then  retired  to  his  own  country,  whither  he  in- 
vited the  TURKS,  who,  on  condition  of  his  fealty  to  them,  left  him  in  pofleffion  of 
his  government.  , 

T^HMAS  was  thus  punifhed  for  entrufting  the  command  of  his  troops  to  a  man, 
who  had  no  military  abilities  ;  and  whofe  fidelity  he  ought  to  have  fulpe&ed,  fince 
he  could  not  be  ignorant  that  the  kourds  are  of  the  fame  &£k  as  the  turks  their 
neighbours.  This  event  was  followed  with  the  lofs  of  m agon.  Thefe  new  rebels 
bavins  entered  that  place  by  furprize,  put  the  garrifen  to  the  fword,  and  made 
themielves  mafters  ot  that  fortrefs,  which  in  thofe  countries  is  efteemed  impregna- 
ble. The  lofs  of  this  battle  was  alio  attended  with  that  of  ghulpaican.  Some  of 
the  inhabitants  endeavoured  to  throw  themfelves  into  a  fort  contiguous  to  the  to^n, 
but  maghmud  cut  moft  of  them  to  pieces :  the  remainder  no  fooner  beheld  ^ 
barbed  elephant  brought  againft  their  walls  in  order  to  make  a  breach,  than  they 
fubmitted  to  the  conqueror. 

The  sultan  having  thus  routed  an  army,  taken  a  town,  and  obliged  a  fortrefs 
to  furrender,  returned  triumphant  to  Isfahan.  He  then  intrufted  the  command 
of  his  troops  to  ZERBERDEST  KHAN,  who  foon  after  made  himfelf  mafter  of  hon- 
SAR,  a  large  town  fituate  within  five  days  journey  north-wefl  of  the  capital.  To- 
wards the  end  of  December  this  general  marched  againft  cashan,  whofe  inhabi- 
tants, contrary  to  the  allegiance  they  had  fworn  when  am  an  ola  was  upon  his 
march  towards  casbin,  had  taken  up  arms  in  favour  of  shah  TiEHMAS. 

LuFT  ALi  KHAN,  famous  forthe  defeat  he  gave  the  rebels  before  kherman,  and 
afterwards  for  his  difgrace  at  a  time  when  he  might  have  faved  the  cmpife,  was  not 
included  in  the  maflacre  of  the  nobles  already  mentioned.  Maghmud  was  deiirous 
of  gaining  him  over  to  his  intereft ;  and  tho'  this  faithful  fubjed  had  always  avoided 
entering  into  any  engagements  prejudicial  to  his  lawful  Ibvcreign  ;  yet  the  si  ltan, 
hoping  to  win  him,  continued  to  load  him  with  favours.  Luft  ali  khan  being 
thus  efleemed  andjtfpeded  at  court,  might  have  i^nt  his  days  in  eafe  and  tranquil- 
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1 723*  IH7 ; « bot  ias  lojralcy  would  not  pertntt  him  to  be  paflive :  he  thought  it  his  duty  15 
fsnrc  T^HMAS  his  lawful  foTereign«  With  this  view  he  waked  a  rayourafole  oppor*- 
tunity,  and  made- his- efcape  from  Isfahan,  dcfignuig  to  join  tt^^HAH  in  tavris. 

The  fli^t  of  luft  a«>i  khan,  flung  the  Afghans  into  frefli  apprehenfions. 
They  could  not  forget  diat  this  general,  after  the  vidbory  he  had  obtained  ova- 
them,  was  juft  upon  the  point  of  crufliing  thetn  m  their  own  country.  They  knew 
that  he  was  acquainted  with  their  weak  condition*,  and  (hould  he  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  an  army,  which  his  reputation  might  enable  him  to  coUcA,  it  was  hard 
€0  &y  what  would  be  the  confequence.     Maohmud  cauied  diligent  learch  to  be 

.made  for  him,  and  promifed  confideraUe  rewards  to  thofe  who  fliould  difcorer 
him.  They  had  not  yet  finifhed  their  enquiries,  when  the  unfortunate  luft  au 
xjiAN  appeared  in  fight:  for  the  people  of  ben  Ispahan  having  difcovered  him  in 

.thdr  town,  brought  him  to  the  ufuiper*  Maohmud  no  fooner  approached  him, 
than  forgetting  his  own  dignt^,  he  fell  upon  him  like  a  mad-man,  and  hewed  hrm 

.  in  pieces  with  his  fabre.  How  gi«itly  the  tyrant  ftood  in  fear  of  the  virtues  of  this 
illvdfarious  general,  appeared  by  this  barbarous  and  unprincely  aftton  ;  as  well  as  by 
the  privileges  and  favours,  with  which  be  rewarded  the  zeal  and  afieftion  of  the  in^ 
habitants  of  ben  Isfahan* 


C    H    A    P-     IV. 

3'be  TVKKS  fend  an  arnff  into  ctoKQi A.  TbeczAKfuhdMSomhAn.  Un€^ifi$t^  0/ iht 
OTTOMAN  PORTE  oi  tbi  fTpgrifs  of  the  Russians,  r  mum  a%  fends  «i»  ambaffad§r 
to  the  PORTE.  Ismail  beg  isjent  amhaffador  to  the  court  iff  kvssia^  ^nd  <onduda 
a  treaty  with  the  czar. 

DURING  theie  tranfaAions  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  Persian  dominions  i 
in  the  month  of  October  the  preceding  year,  the  ottoman  court  difpatched 
NiSLi  MAHOMMED  AOA,  as  cnvoy  to  PETER  the  GREAT^  As  hc  pafled  through 
prim  tartarv,  the  khan  informed  him  of  the  circumftances  of  this  monarch's 
expedition  into  Persia.  He  took  the  road  to  astrachak>  where  he  expe£ied  to 
meet  the  emperor* ;  but  hearing  that  this  prince  was  fetoutfor  mosco,  he  chaM;ed 
'his  rout.  NrsLt  mahommsd  aga  had  received  a  drift  charge  to  make  all  poflible 
expedition  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  arrived  on  the  Russian  territories,  he  was  detained 
by  the  officer  who  commanded  on  that  frontier,  under  a  pretence  that  he  could  not 
permit  him  to  proceed  any  further,  without  exprefs  orders  from  his  court.  This 
difficulty,  which  ieemed  to  arife  from  too  fcrupulous  an  exaftnefs  in  the  officer, 
iwas  not  removed  till  the  c^ar  received  news  from  nepleuoff  his  refident  at  Con- 
stantinople. This  monarch  being  then  informed  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  porti, 
coiiimiffioned  one  of  his  officers  to  receive  the  Turkish  envoy  upon  the  frontier, 
•^nd  to  condufb  him  to  court. 

NiSLi  MAHOMMED  AGA  thch  procccded  on  his  fduniey,  and  arrived  at  mosco, 

^here  he  made  Jus  public  entry  the  fixtK' of  February.    Some  days  after  he  was 

condu&ed 

*  We  ofe  the  word  emperor  and  czar  in  common;  the  ionner  is  noft  proper,  tho*  the  latter  is 
noft  familiar* 
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GooduAtf  to  tbe- audience  of  the  czar,  wkh  the  hondurs  due  ta  Kischarftfter:  he  lyi^^ 
delivwed  bis  ciedentials,  and  begged  that  commifiaries  might  be  nominated  to  treat 
with  him,  concerning  the  afiairs  committed  to  his  charge.  The  grand  sionior's  let* 
ter  ta  the  czar  was  conceived  in  very  (bong,  tho'  moderate  terms  :  the  ottoman 
emperor  intimated  to  him,  that  he  had  carried  his  refentment  to  a  fuflicient  length 
againft  the  lmgbbs;  and^  that  as  thefe  people  were  sunnis,  and  conicquently 
tinder  his  protection,  he  could  not  be  an  idle  fpedator,  in  feeing  them  reduced  un- 
der the  dominion  of  any  chriftian  prince*  This  was  underftood  to  (ignify>  that  if 
RUSSIA  intended  to  preierve  the  peace  inviolate,  ihe  muft  give  up  tarku  and  dbr- 
BEND,  and  demoliih  the  fort  of  santa  cruz. 

Thb,  AOiA  explained  himfUf  fully  ujpon  the  fub|e6):  to  baron  shapiroff,  vice- 
chancellor  of  Russia,  and  foUdted  ftrongly  for  a  quick  difpatch  •,  but  the  czar, 
hsing  informed  from  Constantinople  that  the  turks  were  as  defirous  as  himfelf 
to  avoid  coming  to  a  rupture,  deferred  giving  an  anfwer. 

While,  the  Turkish,  envoy  endeavoured  to  difirover  the  motive  of  this  afiefted 
dejay,  hahdobb  DAoyo  bbo,  chief  of  shamakie,  being  alarmed  to  fee  derbbnd 
in  the  hands  of  a  prince,  who  had  taken  up  arms  with  a  view  to  chaftife  him  for 
hi%  mifdeoseAnors^  ferit  a  meflenger  to  Constantinople,  offering  to  put  himfelf 
under  the  protcsftifraof -the  grand  sionior.  As  this  propofai  facilitated  the  views 
which  the  turns  had  upon  Georgia,  it  was  received  with  great  fatisfadion  ;  and 
the  HAHDOSK  was  a0uredb]^the  grand  signior,  tlKit  to  difchargethe  duties  whidi 
his  office  ofiMAN^impofed  upon  him,  he  would  ibon  refcue  him  from  the  yoke 
of  the  chriflians,  and  be  revenged  of  the  Georgians,  who  had  encouraged  the 
enemy  ta  enter  theircountry.  After  which  he  nominated  the  hahdgee,  khan  of 
DBRBENDj  and  in  this  qudity  he  lent  him  the  flandards  and  horfes  taik^  with  which 
basha's  of  the  fifft  rank  are  honoured  in  turkey. 

This  event  confirmed  the  porte  in  the  refolution  of  engaging  the  czar  to  aban-  - 
don  his  conquefts;  In  order  the  more  eafily  to  perfuade  him  to  it,  the  grand  signior  v 
publifhed  a  manifefko,  declaring,  that  as  derbend  formerly  conftituted  a  part  of « 
nis  empire,  and  as  the  prote6Hon  which  he  owed  to  muflelmen  in  genera],  obliged  ; 
him  to  aflift.  the  lesgees  againfl  the  enterprizes  (^chriftian  powers;  he  couki^  no  ^ 
longer  continue  the  peace  with  Russia,  unlefe  the  czar  would  withdraw  his  croops  > 
from  daghestan,  and  particularly  from  derbend  ;  which  he  could  fo  much  the  * 
lefs  forfake,  as  there  was  flill  a  mofque  whicji  was  formerly  built  by  the.PORTE,  . 

The  laft  reafbn  was  fb  much  the  mMot  plaufible,  as  the  ^rrafty  MAHOMMBDiias 
forbid  his  followers  to  give  up,  either  by  capitulacioa  or  treaty,  any  of  thofe  towns  . 
where  ii»b-  temples  have  been  raifed.  Thismanifefto  was  hardly  ientanto  russla,  . 
and  diftrifihtedamoi^  thefoidgnniiRtflers  aticoNSTANTiNopLB,;  when  lefae  POfiTE  . 
received  fettcssyby  whkb^vACHTANCA  offered^  under  the  cooditionfl  abeady  ixien^  * 
tioned,  to ackmyirfedge'the  Turkish  foveragpty; 

Thr. 
f  Chief  and  defender  of  the  law,  and  fovereigii  of  die  people  who  i^ofeft  k.  . 
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.1723.  The  grand  stgnioii,  inclined  to  make  advantage  of  thefe  diHereht  propofals, 
gave  orders  to  his  basha*s  of  ttie  provinces  in  asia,  to  jdin  all  the  troops  of  their 
refpeftive  governments  to  thoie  of  the  basha  of  erzeHOum,  who  was  named  gcneta! 
in  chief*  of  the  army  deOgned  againft  Georgia.  And  in  ord€t  to  pft>vide  agamft 
the  entcrprizes  of  the  RUSSIANS,  the  garrifons  were  relnfbited,  and  the  magazines 
of  the  frontier  towns  filled  with  provifions.  But  the  real  deflgns  of  the  porte  were 
againft  Persia  :  this  is  manifeft  from  her  refiifing  the  offer  which  the  khan  of 
cRiM  TARtARY  made  to  lay  fiege  to  astrachanv  in  order  to  obftru&  the  progrefii 
of  the  RUSSIANS  on  the  fide  of  Persia. 

Peter  the  great  was  in  the  fame  di4>ofition»  in  t\m  refpeft,  as  the  porte,  and 
was  making  the  fame  military  ptepaf^ticfns.  He  gaVe  orderi  foV  puttfftg  i5Vrb£nd 
into  a  ftate  of  defence,  and  for  rendering  the  troops  compleat.  H^  then  aflfembled 
an  army  on  the  frontiers  of  ]>aghestan,  under  pretence  that  the  lesoees  threistened 
CO  make  an  imiptbn  into  the  kingdom  of  astrachan. 

In  the  mean  time  he  continoed  V6  amuie  the  Turkish  envoy,  and  infinttated  to 
this  minifter,  that  the  xntereft  of  both  courts  was  to  agree  coDcerning  the  conquefts 
they  were  to  make  in  Persia  ^  that  this  was  the  way  to  avoid  any  obftacles  that 
might  arife  on  cither  fide  -,  and  that  a£ting  thus  in  concert,  they  might  fettle  the 
government  of  that  monarchy,  in  the  manner  moft  agreeable  to  their  refpeftive  in- 
terefis.  And  joining  menaces  to  perfuafion,  he  difpatched  nisl)  MAiloMMEt^  agA 
with  an  anfwer  to  this  efieA :  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  make  the  ieaft  in- 
fringement in  the  peace,  which  he  had  concluded  with  the  portb  :  but  if  (he  Ihould 
attempt  to  oppofe  his  views,  he  would  take  proper  meafures  to  crofs  the  deflgils 
which  the  grand  signior  might  have  againft  the  countries  fituate  between  thetwd 
leas  \  At  the  fame  time  he  gave  orders  to  tranfport  the  artillery,  with  ammunition 
and  provifions,  for  taking  the  field  1  and  leaving  mosco^  he  returned  the  beginning 

of  MARCH  for  ST.  PETERSBURG. 

It  is  evident  that  the  czar's  propofals  were  equally  advantageous  to  both  empires  2 
of  this  the  porte  was  convinced,  but  it  was  difficult  to  put  them  in  execution.  Th0 
RUSSIANS  and  turks  had  in  fbme  meafure  declared  war  againft  Persia,  one  by  in- 
vading daghsbtan,  and  the  other  by  marching  an  army  into  Georgia  ;  and  it  ieem-^ 
ed  by  no  means  confiftent  for  TiSHMAs  to  commit  his  interefi  to  neighbours  who 
were  (tripping  him  of  his  dominions. 

The  ports  had  ftill  greater  obftacles  to  furtnouht.  As  foon  as  maghmud  was 
become  mafbr  of  Isfahan,  he  ^oin<^  the  inbabitarits,  upon  pain  of  death,  to  break 
oBT  all  epiftolary  correfpondence,  and  by  the  difierent  precautions  which  he  had 
taken  on  this  occafion,  the  fuccels  of  ihe  fiege  had  been  kept  a  fecret  Upon  the 
return  of  osman  aga  fsom  Isfahan^  the  court  of  Constantinople  was  informed 
that  this  prince  had  obliged  shah  hussein  to  refign  his  capital  and  his  diadem« 
This  great  event  had  occafioned  new  deliberations;  Maohmud  fisemsd  po&fled 
of  the  qualifications  and  fortune  of  thole  conquerors,  who  in  former  ages  had  re- 

▼aged 
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vaged  AsxA»  The  Turkish  minifters  however  were  not  (b  much  afraid  of  his  1723; 
power,  as  embarrafled  by  his  being  of  the  fed  of  the  sunnis  as -well  as  themfelves. 
They  concluded  that  their  troops  would  refufc  to  fight  againft  a  prince,  who,  by 
the  deftru£tion  of  the  Persian  empire,  appeared  as  a  hero  of  their  religion.  This 
difficulty  increaled,  as  they  were  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  a  chriman  power, 
HOC  only  to  (hare  between  them  the  different  provinces  of  a  monarchy  ceded  by  the 
abdication  of  shah  hussein  to  maghmud,  but  Hkewile  to  dethrone  him,  and  to 
iubftitute  in  his  (lead  Ti£HMAS»  a  prince  of  the  led  of  all  Yet  it  feemed  prudent 
to  pui  a  (top  to  the  progrefs  d[  a  man,  who(e  ambitious  enterprizes  already  threat- 
ened the  empire  ;  and  there  was  no  po(fibility  of  efieding  this  with  any  fecurity  to 
the  frontier,  but  by  accepting  the  czar's  propofal. 

The  PORTE  was  thus  m  fofpencebetweenthefearofMAjOiUfiTD^s  future  fuccefsr 
and  the  hope  of  reaping  fome  advantage  from  the  fituation  to  which  he  had  reduced 
the  kingdom  of  Persia.  The  czar,  who  had  prolonged  the  negotiation  with  the 
TURKISH  minifter  upon  the  fame  principle,  gave  orders  that  he  (hoiUd  be  conduced 
to  the  frooder  by  very  flow  journeys ;  fi>  that  he  did  not  reaah  Constantinople 
till  the  end  of  uay.  As  (boii  as  he  arrived,  he  aflured  the  grand  signior,  that 
the  czar  had  no  other  intention  than  to  fupport  a  good  underftanding  with  his 
highnefs ;  adding,  that  this  prince  had  ient  full  powers  to  his  re(ident,  to  ad  in 
concert  with  the  forte,  that  no  umbrage  might  be  taken  on  either  fide. 

In  the  b^inning  of  march,  chilak  fubmitted  to  the  Russian  troops.  About 
the  fame  time  iitrahim,  bash  a  of  erzeroum,  was  joined  by  the  beglerbegs  of 
DiARBBCKiR,  TREBESONDE,  and  feveral  others,  who  formed  an  army  of  forty  thou* 
&nd  men.  The  rasha  put  himfetf  at  the  head  of  them,  and  (ent  a  meflenger  to 
mahommed  kouli  khan,  vali<^ GEORGIA,  demanding  the  delivery  6f  the  city 
and  caftle  of  tefflis.  The  vali  wanted  neither  courage  nor  experience ;  but  he 
had  very  few  troops,  and  the  taxes  which  he  had  impof^,  alienated  the  afiedions^ 
of  the  people  from  him,  in  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign.  Under  thefe  circum* 
ftances  he  iubmitted  to  the  ottoman  dominion,  on  condition  that  the  seraskieit 
would  confirm  him  in  his  principality;  The  Turkish  deputy  premKed  him  thia^ 
upon  oath,  and  FCtumed  to  give  an  account  of  his  negoriation. 

Agreeable  to  this  convenrion^  tliCTURKs  marched  to  the  walls  o£tefflis  the* 
J2th  of  JUNE.  MAHOMSdED  KovLi  KHAN  met  the  SERASKiER.' with  R  numefous  reti« 
nue,  and  delivered  die  keys  of  the  town  and  caftle  tO'him  in  due  form.  The  turkisw 
general  received  the  vabi  with  great  demonftrations  of  benevolence,  and  as  a  mark, 
of  honour  gave  him  a  veft  lin'd  with  fable ;  bu6  as-  (bon  as  he  took  poileflion  of 
fhefortrels,  he  ordered  him*  to  be  arrefted,  verifying  a  georgiaic  proverb.  ^^  To 
^^  truO:  an  ottoman,  is  to  lean  upon  a  wave*."  The  deoofed  khan  found  mean$» 
»  few  days  aftei^  to  efcape  from  pri(bn ;  and  retired^intohift  principality  of  caket«. 
In  the  mean  time  the  porte  nominated  baccar,  vachtano a's  eldeft  fbn,  for  hif 

Vol.  IL  D  d  fucce(ror : 

^  TuiKitB  honoar  bas  had  a  repolatiQii  in  {aft  dines  %  but  omiC  modem  writers  nentiaa  k  as  am 
imaginarj  tiling. 


loi  THE  ftEIGK    OF  PirtVlII, 

.  fucceflbr  :  biit  tKis  prince  was  fo  averft  to  the  new  government,  that  a  few  months 
after  his  invcftiture  he  went  out  of  tefflis,  under  pretence  of  diverting  himielf  ^ 
hunting,  and  voluntarily  retired  from  a  place^  where  he  enjoyed  only  the  empty  title 
of  fovereign. 

In  the  mean  time  the  seAaskTer,  encouraged  by  the  redu6tion  of  tefflis,  caft 
his  eye  upon  ganja,  and  marched  his  army  the  autumn  following,  in  order  to  lay 
fiege  to  it.  He  made  himfeif  mafter  of  the  fuburb  of  the  Armenians  ;  but  the 
garrifon  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  recovering  fronri  their  furprize,  attacked  him 
in  his  camp.  The  tvrks  bctng^pirfled  hard  on  every  fide,  abandoned  their  artil- 
lery and  baggage,  and  fled  with  the  utmoft  precipitation.  They  loft  on  this  occa- 
fion  three  thoufand  men,  and  the  seraskIer,  diflieartened  by  this  difgrace,  retired 
with  the  (battered  remains  of  his  army  to  his  governoient  of  brzeroum. 

The  redudion  of  georot  a  made  the  turks  amends  for  the  uneafinefs  occafioned 
by  the  Russians  taking poflbflion  of  ghilan.  Thecourts^ST.  PSTERSffVRG  and 
CONSTANTINOPLE  fecmed  now  to  triumph  fiicceffively  at  the  expence  of  the  fugi- 
tive king  of  PERSIA.  As  their  jealoufy  of  each  other  increafed  with  their  fuccefs^ 
tliey  took  fuch  meaiures  as  they  judged  moft  convenient  for  their  mutual  lecurity* 
The  CZAR  marched  frefli  troops  towards  shirvan  ',  and  the  grand  signior  put 
AZOFF,  and  the  other  towns  on  the  Russian  frontiers,  in  a  pofture  of  defence. 

TiCHMAS  SHAH  being  thus  opprefled  on  all  fides^  refolved  to  try  his  iiicceik  in 
negotiatkm.  With  this  view  he  confirmed  the  credentials  which  his  father  had 
given  isMAEL  big,  as  embaf&dor  to  the  court  of  st.  Petersburg  ;  and  nomiBated 
another  for  that  of  Constantinople.  Both  thefe  miniflers  fee  out  at  the  fame 
time  :  the  peribn  appointed  for  the  ottoman  porte  was  detained  at  cars  ;  but  he 
difpatched  two  of  his  retinue  in  a  fecret  manner  to  notify  the  fubjed  of  his  embafly. 
Thcfedeputies  took  the  opportunity  of  the  grand  siqnior's  coming  out  of  the  rooique 
at  the  &aft  of  beiram>  to  preient  their  memoriri  to  him.  They  were  then  intro- 
duced to  the  GRAND  SIGN  iQR  and  the  mufti,  to  whom  they  delivered  their  difpatches ; 
the  reliilt  of  which  waa,  that  in  October  following  the  persiam  embaflador  was 
permitted  to  come  to  Constantinople^.  His  commiflion  wai;  to  lequefir  the  a& 
liftance  of  the  turks  againft  the  afghan  rebels.  The  grand  vizir  being  informed 
that  an  embaflador  had  been  km  imoRvssiA  upon  the  fune  errand,  not  only  evaded 
a  definitive  anfwer,  but  reproached  Ti&HMAS  for  making  fuch  applicatioR  tn  a 
chrtftian  power.  This  behavioor  was  in  fome  meafure  owing  to  the  iscccp^oh 
which  had  been  given  at  const antinople^  feme  months  before,  to  the  envoy  of 
MIR  MAGHMUD.  The  politks  of  the  court  at  this  time  induced  them  »iiamour 
the  afFe£Hon  which  the  people  fhewed  to  the  Afghans  ;  as  if  this  ftep  would 
prevent  the  eftaUifliment  or  t^ehmas,  and  give  them  an  opportunity  to  purfue 
the    projefts    which    they    had    formed,    in   confcquence  ot  the  tedudioii   of 

GEORGIA. 

IsMAEL  BEG,  whom  TifEHMAS  had  nominated  as  embalTador-pIenipotentiary  to 
the  court  of  Russia,  was  more  fuccefsful.  He  arrived  sn  STr  p^tbrsburo  the  fecond 
of  SEPTEMBER  i  and  the  czar,  whofe  adive  genius  was  impatient  of  delay,  fixed 

the 
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tlw  fifi^  for  die  Mdience.  This  cecemoBj  vas  perforaietil  be&ie  At  hMt^  tftcrjy^^ 
the  fbflawtng  manner :  The  eirtbiflkkir,  with  his  iseciinic  k&  their  tibn  tt  the 
hall-door.  He  made  4ii^  entrance,  lioidifig  his  msAct^s  ietcer  iiip  jn  Us  buieU  ai^hich* 
after  he  had  made  his  harangue,  he  prefented  to  the  czar.  This  prince  gave  it  to 
his  chancellor,  who  laid  ic  vpoii  die  oMe,  defiling  the  fymfcafflsidor  «o  draw  jieirer 
to  the  throne  -,  which  having  done,  upon  his  knpos,  lieddftdtbe  iioni  joftfaecj^AR's 

fartnent,  and  afterwards  his  hand  :  at  the  &me  time  the  czar  inquired  after  the 
tng*s  health.  The  perm  an  noinSfter  appl3fing  tfiis  to  suah  wrsaccK,  attd  belierving 
he  was  dead,  made  no  reply,  but  (bed  tears.  The  chancellor  then  iafcraacd  the 
embaflador,  that  his  majefty*s  minifters  would  anfwer  the  letter  which  he  had  brought  ^ 
upon  which  he  withdrew  to  the  hall,  wlieFe  tie  left  ]%is  fetinue. 

Soon  after  arrived  news  of  the  furrender  of  baicu.  The  neceflity  of  preferving  a 
communication  by  land  with  ghilan,  had  determined  the  czar  u>  make  himfelf 
mafler  of  that  coaft  *,  in  confequence  of  which^  he  had  given  orders  to  major-gene* 
ral  MATusKiN  to  embark  with  three  thoufahd  men  at  astrachan,  and  the  28th  of 
JULY  they  arrived  at  baku.  The  general  immediately  wrote  to  the  commanding  of-^ 
ficer,  "  That  as  the  inhabitants  had  fued  the  preceding  year  for  the  proteflion  of 
^'  the  emperor  his  mafter,  tho'  his  majefty  then  (hewed  fbme  repugnance  to  accept 
*^  of  their  allegiance,  yet  in  confideration  of  the  friendfhip  fubfifting  between  him 
**  and  the  king  of  Persia,  and  through  companion  for  themfelves,  he  had  refolved 
*^  to  fend  a  body  of  troops,  with  ammunition  and  proviflons ;  therefore  they  ought 
**  to  render  themlelves  worthy  of  this  favour  by  a  ready  fobmiffion,  if  they  were 
^'  willing  to  be  confidered  as  loyal  fubjeds,  and  good  citizens." 

In  pafling  through  astrachan,  ismael  beg  had  left  a  letter,  which  was  now 
delivered,  exhorting  the  inhabitants  of  baku  to  a  fubmiflion  ;  but  the  governor  an- 
fwered,  that  he  could  not  admit  foreign  troops  into  the  town,  without  the  exprefs 
orders  of  SHAH  TiSHMAS.  As  he  pecfifted  in  this  refolution,  general  matuskin 
began  to  cannonade  the  town,  and  employed  the  two  galliots,  which  he  had  brought 
with  him  for  that  purpofc,  in  bombarding  it.  The  garrifon  of  baku  was  numerous, 
and  the  commaivlant  feemed  determined  to  make  an  obftinate  defence  ;  but  on  the 
7th  of  AUGUST  he  demanded  to  capitulate,  and  fent  a  deputation  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  to  acquaint  the  general  that  he  would  furrender  up  the  town. 

This  conqueft  created  no  difficulty  in  the  negotiation  with  which  ismael  beg  was 
charged.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  melancholy  fituation  of  his  mafter's 
affairs,  and  knew  that  he  could  not  obtain  any  fuccours  upon  better  condi- 
tions-: he  took  no  notice  of  the  hoftilities  which  he  had  in  ibme  meafure  autho« 
rtzed  by  his  letter,  but  fblicited  the  czar*s  minifters  in  fo  ilrong  a  manner,  that 
they  (igned  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  him,  the  23d  of  September,  on  the  following 
conditions  : 

I.  That  the  czar  (hould  pacify  the  troubles  of  Persia,  drive  out  the  aeghans, 
and  re-eftablifh  the  government. 

D  d  2  II. 
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1723.  II.  That  TAHMAS,  as  lawful  fovemgn  of  that  kingdosi,  (hould  ^d  in  perpe- 
tuity to  the  RussiAK  monarchy,  the  towns  and  dependancies  of  derbehp  and 
BAKU,  with  the  provinces  of  GHiLAN^  mazanderaiy^  and  astrabad, 

IIL  That  he  fliould  furnifh,  at  the  prices  ftipulated  in  this  puUic  ad,  camels  and 
proviiions  for  the  Russian  troops. 

IV,  That  hereafter  there   fliould  be  full  liberty  of  commerce   between  botk 
nations* 

V.  In  fine,  that  this  alliance  fliould  be  mutually  defenfivcw 
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PART        IX. 

THE 

Revolutions  of   PERSIA, 

F  R  O  M    T  H  E 

Treaty  concluded  between  the 

emperor  of  russia,  and 

TiE.HMAS   SHAH   in    1723, 

T  O    T  HE 
Death  of  MIR  MAGHMUD   in   I725. 

C   H    A    P.      I. 

Am  AN  OLA  pretends  ioftuare  the  JiaJem.  Surrender  af  cashan.  BeaA  and  cbara^er 
v/nazr  ulla.  Zbbbrdist  khan  tiJtes  shirass.  Maohmvd  lefes  great  part 
vf  bis  army  in  cokhilait.  CanduB  efrMnuAS.  The  turks  take  erivan.  Tbe 
ARMENIANS  invite  the  turrs.    Tavris  taken^  and  hamadan  befieged^ 

WHILE  TAEHMAS  was  thus  ennged  by  his  minifter  to  yield  up  all  the  1^23. 
weftem  and  Ibuthem  coaft  of  me  CASPtAN  iea,  with  the  rich  provinces 
which  compofe  it,  m  aghmud  was  in  danger  of  being  dripped  of  the  fb- 
vereignty  by  the  very  man  who  had  moft  contributed  to  his  conquefts*  We  havQ 
already  mentioned  that  aman  ola  followed  him  in  this  expedition  as  a  confederate, 
and  not  as  a  fubjed.  This  general  difdaining  the  fuperiority  which  the  partner  of 
his  vlAories  had  acquired  over  him,  diflembled  his  refentment  in  hopes  of  indemni-» 
fying  him'lelf  by  the  wealth  which  he  expef^ed  to  draw  from  casbin.  It  is  pre^ 
^.tended that  m aghmud  coriiented  to  his  being  declared  fovereign  of  that  city,  and 
its  diftfid ;  but  the  bad  fuccefs  this  general  met  with  in  that  expedition  irritated 
him  fo  much/  that  *he  was^hardly  recovered  of  his  woundsig^  when  he  infilled  boldly 

4  on 
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1723.011  MAGHMUD*$  fharing  with  him  the  treafure  and  fbvereignty  annexed  to  the  pxa« 
STAN  diadem,  agreeable  to  the  compadl  which  he  faid  they  had  entered  into  iipon 
their  fetting  out  from  kandahar. 

Regal  power,  divided  between  two  perfon»,  is  abiblutely  inconfiftent,  even  in  9? 
limited  monarchy ;  and  confequently  impradicable  in  defpotic  governments :  and 
as  to  the  treafures,  they  were  necefury  M  the  fupport  of  the  ftate.  Maghmud 
therefore  cowld  not  agree  to  thcfe  propofals  ;  it  was  his  intereft  however  to  carry  ic 
fair  with  an  experienced  general,  who  had  brought  a  confiderable  body  of  troops 
obe^ent  only  to  bis  orders.  Thb  circumftwae  iocoiod  to  preifage  die  downfkl  of 
their  i]furped  power.  Maghmud  amufed  him  with  dilferenc  promiies;  till  am  a  nr 
OLA  perceiving  that  he  was  trifled  with,  relblved  to  keep  no  fiinher  meafures. 
One  of  SHAH  Hussein's  daughfers*  whons  maouhvi}  bad  given  htm  in  marriage, 
contributed  to  inflame  his  temper,  which  was  naturally  fierce.  She  reminded  him 
of  the  jperfidy  and  ambition,  of  the  avarice  and  cruelty  of  maghmud  $  Ox  made 
him  aHo  ienhbleof  the  danger  to  which  his  life  was  expdfed,  if  he  tKd  not  imme- 
diately remove  out  of  the  power  of  the  tyrant ;  and  at  length  prevailed  on  him  to 
join  his  force!  tB  thoie  of  t.ahmas  shah,  in  order  to  drive  away  the  uftuper,  and 
divide  his  ipoil  between  them. 

With  this  intent,  towards  the  end  of  dscembsr,  aman  ola  left  isfahaw.  As 
loon  as  he  was  out  of  the  gates,  he  put  the  royal  plume  upon  his  tu/bant' ;  and, 
in  order  to  deceive  maghmud^  he  took  the  foad  to  kandahar.  Maghmud  did 
not  venture  to  oppofe  his  march  *,  he  was  afraid  of  increafing  the  number  of  his 
enemies ;  and  perhaps  was  xot  fonrj,  choagh  at  the  expence  of  part  of  his  army, 
to  be  difengagra  from  a  man  who  had  the  prefumption  to  declare  himlelf  his  com* 
peritor.  But  as  loon  as  he  heard  that  this  general  had  altered  his  rout,  he  was  £> 
aflfefled  with  a  fenie  of  the  danger  that  m^ht  taSvc^  that  he  let  out  immediately  in 
purfuit  of  him  with  what  forces  he  cbuld  colleft,  ordering  the  left  of  his  army  to 
follow  him  with  all  poifible  expedition ;  and  in  four  days  he  came  up  with  him. 

iTwaspre&OMdt^hA  AMAH  qla  woidd  not  ifontfuit  JUmleif  again  tmo  dbe  ^ver 
of  a  man,  to  whom  he  had  given  luch  occafion  of  <«fleDce,  but  rather  decide  the 
quarrel  by  the  fword.  Inftances  of  caprice  and  inconftancy  ate  very  frequent 
among  the  raftem  warriors :  as  foon  as  they  came  in  fight,  they  ran  and  embraced 
each  other.  Whether  the  remembrance  of  pail  friendfhip  ftifled  all  iiyroarhcj^ 
and  made  them  fenfible  of  their  mutual  intereA  ^  or  that  aman  ola  did  ntt  de- 
pend on  the  fidelity  of  bis  troops^  to  meafure  his  Itrength  with  that  of  the  yoong 
conqueror ;  thefe  marks  of  a&Aion  were  followed  by  a  reconciliation  i  and  aman 

bLA  was  won  once  more  by  maghmud 's  promiies. 

f 

Tms  prmce  artfully  foothed  the  ruling  paffion  df  his  di%ufied  !(riend,  and  made 
him  the  compliment  of  his  own  horfe :  they  embraced  each  Other,  and  renewed  their 
former  oaths  on  the  points  of  their  nalced  fabres.     Maghmud  lent  him  back  to  is- 

FAHANj 

*  Thisciicmnilaiice  feexns  ^iffioolt  to  reconcile,  if  Jie  put  it  oa  the  tight  fide, die  liuae  jploaie  «n  4ht. 
kit  fide  is  worn  by  thofe  who  do  not  pretend  to  die  fovereijnty,  .  ^ 
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>AH  Air,  dborted  by  a  body  of  horfe :  with  orders  to  the  governor  ef  the  city  \o  pay  i7^J* 
4um  all  the  deference  he  ccmld  defire,  except  granting  him  his  full  liberty. 

MaohMud  having  thus  prevented  the  danger  of  aMan^la^s  refentment,  obliged 
the  troops  belonging  to  that  general  to  iMrear  all^iance  to  him,  and  had  the  judg- 
ment to  incorpocate  them  wttn  his  own.  He  then  joined  the  forces  under  zsber- 
0EaT  KHAN,  who  had  lately  railed  his  rrpuutioA  hy  a  new  cohqueft.  Ha^^ing 
blockaded  gasman,  the  inhabitants  intimidated  by  the  taking  of  Chulpaig an  and 
HONSAR,  furrendered  by  capitulation.  The  Khan  (hewing  a  religious  regard  to  his 
pcomife,  there  was  no  plundering  nor  difbrdcr  in  the  town  \  yet  things  were  fo  cri- . 
tically  circumftanced  that  he  a&rwards  ma&cr»cl  a  confiderabk  number  <^  thofe 
fit  to  bear  arms,  ia  order  to  fecmre  a  ccoqucfti  which  he  had  not  ocherwife  fiifiicieac 
force  la  ganilbn. 

After  this  barbarous  policy  if  achmi^O  joined  the  viftorious  army  *»  the  news  he 
liad  received  from  farsistan,  having  brought  him  thithef.  Na£r  itlla,  who  had 
been  intrufted  with  the  cedadioQ  of  &it  province,  made  himfelf  mailer  of  all  the 
towns  and  villages  in  his  way,  widiout  meeting  with  any  refiftance ;  the  terror  c^ 
his  name  having  induced  them  to  nmke  a  reacfy  fiibnatffion.  Thus  he  arrived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  sniRASs  without  fliedding  any  bloody  but  here  his  fortune 
changed.  In  the  firft  attack  at  the  fi^  of  this  place,  he  was  wounded  by  a  mui^ 
ket*Mll,  which  put  an  end  to  his  life^  The  loff  ci  this  general,  who  had  the  higheft 
teputation  as  a  fddier,  plunged  hit  army  into  the  greateft  grief.  Oi  this  they  gave 
the  mott  melanchoiy  tokens,  by  the  bloody  funeral  rites  with  which  they  honoured 
his  memory.  After  the  whole  army  had  matched  round  his  body>  with  colourt 
trailing  on  the  ground,  they  obliged  their  flaves  and  prifoners  to  perform  the  fame 
ceremony,  and  then  facrificed  thmi  at  his  feet ;  according  to  the  barbarous  fuperfti- 
tion  WHICH  THSY  HAP  LEARNT  OF  THE  INDIANS  \  They  killed  alfo  the  finefl 
%i£  his  horfes,  the  flefti  of  whkht  sffKeaOy  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Afghans,  was  di- 
vided among  the  fokiiers,  as  a  funenii  eotertaiameist 

Ka2r  vLtA  was  m  Ifarture  very  t^,  but  ill-fiiaped.  The  cuftom  he  had  con^^ 
traded  of  keeping  one  of  his  eyes  fhut,  procured  him  the  name  of  the  one-eyed 
lord  \  by  which  he  was  often  diftinguifhed.  The  incurfions  and  robberies  in  which 
he  had  Men  exercifed  from  his  yootn,  had  formed  him  early  to  military  exerciie,  in 
which  he  acquired  great  reput^on,  and  was  efleemed  by  his  own  people  as  a  con-* 
fummate  general.  His  great  prudence,  and  the  feries  of  fucceis  attsending  it,  made 
him  iii^peAed  of  having  learnt  the  magic  art,  afcribed  to  the  Indians,  it  waa 
perhaps  this  prejudice  that  created  an  extraordinary  confidence  in  his  foldiers,  who 
thought  him  invincible. 

He  was  fond  of  the  Armenians,  whom  he  took  openly  under  his  proteftion,  and 
in  general  of  a  mild  and  humane  temper,  behaving  towards  thofe  who  fubmitted 
to  him,  with  a  Sn&  regard  to  his  word,  and  with  a  certain  clemency,  to  which  the 
other  daJafft  were  entire  Srangers.    All  naciona  reverence  virtue,  tbo*  it  is  not  always 

attended 
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i723vAttended  with  fuccei^,  nor  always  the  objeft  of  vulgar  amation.  Homanity  in  s 
foldier,  whofe  duty  calls  him  into  (cents  of  blood,  is  an  iUuftrtous  quality.  The 
good  inclinations  of  this  Afghan,  gained  him  honour  even  after  death :  for  mach* 
MVD  eredted  a  ftately  monument  to  him,  near  the-  burying-pbce  of  the  arubitiaks^ 
The  AFGHANS  looked  upon  him  as  a  faint,  and  exprefled  a  high  veneration  for  his 
memory.  This  was  the  more  extraordinary,  as  they  could  nor  plead  igfioiaaoe  than 
he  was  a  worfhij^r  of  fire ;  fince  tfaeic  were  two  priefts  hired  by  the  fiikan,  who  kept; 
the  facred  flame  near  his  tomb* 

1724*  Zeberhest  knak  was  now  appointed  to  fucceed  the  deoeafed  general^  andfor  thi^ 
purpofe  MAGHMUD  rfetumed  with  the  army  to  Isfahan,  where  he  arrived  towards  the 
end  of  M  arch«  As  he  entered  the  city,  he  was  ftruck  with  furpriseand  admindoot  &t 
an  extraordinary  event.  A  woman  difguifed  in  man*s  apparel,  feeing  his  cvoops  upon 
their  march,  rode  up  to  them  in  fall  gallop,  ^d  falling  jRiirord  in  hand  upon  the 
firft  that  fell  in  her  way,  who  little  expefbed  foch  a  female  vifiter,  is  is  iaid>  fbe 
killed  about  twenty  before  (he  was  feized«  This  woman  was  a  native  of  gboroia,. 
and  poflefled  the  military  difpofition  of  that  nation  in  fo  eminent  a  degree,  that  flie 
had  refblved  to  revenge  the  death  of  her  hufband^  who>  was  flaia  at  the  hm%e  o£ 
abasab  ad,  when  Isfahan  was  taken.  For  this  puipofe,  fhe  committed  the  care  of 
her  elieds,  and  her  two  children,  to  her  brother ;  and  regarding  nekheit  the  rig^rof 
the  feafon,  nor  the  length  of  the  journey,  (he  fet  out  mm  GiomciA  in  a  Sxret 
manner,  in  man's  drefs,  well  armed  and  equipped.  She  was  bmught  before  magh- 
MUD  covered  with  wounds  :  upon  foeine  informed  of  her  (ex,  he  admired  her  re(b- 
lution,  and  gave  orders  that  (he  (houkfbe  treated  with  all  the  care  and  attention,. 
which  the  grearne(s  of  her  courage  de(erved  \ 

The  news  of  nazr  ulna's  death,  induced  fome  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  far^ 
sisTAN,  which  had  fubmitted,  to  take  up  arms  again,  as  if  this  (ingle  event  (ccured 
them  from  any  further  danger.  Zebxrdbst  khan  had  therefore  tome  difficulty  toi 
join  his  army,  whom  he  found  de(irous  of  revenging  the  death  of  thdr  late  general.. 
The  glory  of  fucceeding  a  man  fo  much  regretted,  was  a  new  fubjeA  of  emulatioiv 
to  him ;  and  mdeed  he  oimitted  nodbidg.  that  m^ht  cootnbote  to  the  fuccds  of  this 
new  enterprize. 

The  kham  of  the  province  remained  in  shirass  :  he  was  a  man  unpia6ti6d  i» 
the  military  art,  but  loyal  and  honeft  ^  and  from  a  con(ciou(he(s  that  he  was  np^ 
po(£:(Ied  of  (kill  fufficient  to  extricate  himfelf  out  of  fuch  a  difficulty^  he  had  by 
prefents  and  promifes  engaged  mir  baghir,  brother  of  ABDAtUAR^  vali  of  ara« 
fiiA,  to  come  to  his.  affiftance.  This  prince,,  who  was  efieemed  a  very  good  general^, 
repaired  to  shirass  with  as  many  of  his  people  as  were  difpqfed  to  follow  him  ^  and 
took  upon  him  the  command  of  the  town  under  the  khan.  The  walls  were  in  su 
jjgood  condition  ;  the  parts  moil  expoied  being  covered  wick  iiitrcaDchmenc».  Pre* 
t)uent  fallies  from  the  town  had  almoft  induced  the  Afghani  to  defpair ;  when  the 

KHAN; 

*  Military  Goarsge  is  a  virtoe  mach  in  edceAin  tbeetft,  amone  peoplrwlio-live- by  the  fword ;,  bot 
^nen  are  no  where  more  defencelefs  than  in  as  i  a.  This  lloiy,  if  it  is  tnie,  fecnu  to  be  a  ftronnr  in- 
ftance  of  female  refentment  than  that  of  the  Spanish  lady,  who,  after  caiafing  one  who  had  been  Talfeto 
her  as  a  lover,  to  be  mordeif  d,  dog  op  his  body,  in  order  to  cqoy  the  pkafuEeof  uaring.  his  heart  in 
pieces  with  her  teeth. 
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KHAN  was  fo  ill  advifed  as  to  check  the  ardour  of  the  garrifon,  by  not  permitting  1724. 
them  to  ftir  any  more  from  the  walls  :  this  was  the  fault  which  had  occafioned  the 
misfortunes  of  Isfahan. 

This  ftep  was  (bon  followed  by  the  inconveniencies  naturally  attending  it.  The 
ipirit  of  the  troops  abated  i  a  fcarcity  of  provifions  enfued  ;  and  the  foldiers  thought 
only  of  making  their  efcape,  to  prevent  being  ftarved.  The  enemy  being  fenfiblc 
of  the  advantage  of  fuch  a  defertion,  favoured  it,  by  granting  a  free  paffage.  The 
fcarcity  increafing,  mir  baqhir  undertook  to  fave  the  town,  by  making  a  vigorous 
fally  :  accordingly  he  marched  out  at  the  head  of  fix  thoufand  men,  who  furprized 
and  pafled  through  the  befieging  army.  Soon  after,  he  endeavoured  to  re-enter  the 
town  with  a  convoy,  but  was  oppofed  by  a  body  of  troops,  who  tho'  inferior  in 
number,  attacked  him  with  fuch  refolution^  that  his  army  was  put  to  flight.  This 
brave  Arabian,  whofe  character  was  the  reverfe  of  his  brother's  who  occafioned 
the  lofs  of  ISFAHAN,  ftood  his  ground  with  only  two  hundred  men,  who,  imitating 
his  example,  died  like  him,  fighting  glorioufly  tp  the  lad  ga(p. 

The  cutting  off  lb  necefiary  and  confiderable  a  fupply,  was  not  the  only  advantage 
which  the  Afghans  reaped  from  this  vifbory.  The  country  was  ravaged,  and  the 
neighbouring  towns  kept  fo  much  on  their  guard,  that  the  fcarcity  had  been  as  great 
in  their  camp  as  at  shirass.  Zsberdest  khan  was  upon  the  point  of  raifing  the 
liege,  when  the  taking  of  this  convoy  enabled  him  to  wait  at  his  leifure,  till  the 
enemy,  overcome  by  famine,  would  be  obliged  to  implore  his  mercy.  He  was  not 
deceived  in  hisexpofbations ;  for  shirass  was  fbpn  reduced  to  a  very,  melancholy 
£tuation,  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  dying  with  famine. 

On  the  13th  of  april  the  khan  of  farsistan  ient  his  brother  to  treat  with  the 
enemy.  This  refolution  was  followed  by  aneafy  and  imprudent  fecurity  •,  for  the; 
AFGHANS  perceiving  that.the  befieged  had  negleded  their  pofl:s,  detained  the  deputy,, 
and  noade  .a  general  afiault..  Tiie  Persians,  furprized  and  difconcerted,  made  very 
little  refiftance  ;  infomuch  that  the  Afghans  put  every  one  they  found  in  arms  to. 
the  fword.  The  maflfacre  being  over,  the  conquerors  plundered  with  their  ordinary' 
licentioufnefs.  One  remarkable  incident  is  recorded  of  the  punifhment  of  covetouf- 
irefs  :  fome  of  the  foldiers  having  found  in  the  houfe  of  a  private  man  a  confiderable; 
quantity  of  corn,  which  he  had  concealed  in  prejudice  to  the  other  inhabitants,  they 
tied  him  to  a  ftake  in  his  granary,  where  he  died  with  hunger ;  revenging  the  death 
of  many,  whom  this  wretch  had  facrificed  to  his  avarice.  Thus  one  of  the  mofl: 
celebrated  cities  of  the  eaft  was  taken  and  facked,  after  a  blockade  of  near  eight 
months  :  the  Afghans  not  being  able  to  reduce  it  otherwife  than  by  famine.  They 
loft  before  it  two  thoufand  of  the  troops  of  their  own  nation,  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  derohezins.  .  The  number  of  Persians  who  died  by  the  fword,  was 
not  fo  great  as  th^  which  perilhed  by  famine. 

Zeberdest  khan  exafted  no  more  of  the  inhabitants  by  way  of  tribute,  than 
what  they  annually  paid  to  the  kings  of  per  si  a.  He  then  ordered  them  to  collect 
provifions  from  the  neighbouring  countries,  that  he  might  fend  a  fupply  to  Isfa- 
han, where  it  was'gfcatly  wanted.     He  had  hardly  fettled  the  government  of  the 

Vol.  11.  E  e  ':       ..     .  city^» 
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1724-  city,  when  he  ordered  hussein  aga,  one  of  the  officers  of  MACHMtro*s  houflioldi 
with  four  hundred  men,  to  make  an  incurfion  into  the  ibuthern  part  of  the  pro- 
vince. 1  his  detachment  penetrated  without  any  obftacle  as  far  as  lar^  the  capital 
•  of  LARiSTAN,  a  provincc  formerly  governed  by  its  own  kings.  Hussein  aga  plun- 
dered the  city  with  his  fmall  body  of  men,  but  the  caftle  held  out,  and  refliied  to 
capitulate.  The  Afghan  commander  then  pulhed  on  as  far  as  bender  abassi  \ 
This  was  the  fecond  time  during  the  war  that  this  city  was  expofed :  in  January 
1722  it  was  pillaged,  by  four  thoufand  balovchees  }  but  ilkpon  their  atten^pting  co 
break  into  the  fortreflfes,  where  the  English  and  dutch  companies  had  their  comp- 
ting-houfes,  they  were  repulfed  with  confiderabk  loft. 

The  AFGHANS  now  fuccceded  ftill  wofle.  Upon  the  firft  report  of  their  march» 
moft  of  the  inhabitants  retired  with  their  valuable  tffe&s  %  and  the  suropb ans  pre* 
pared  to  give  them  a  warm  reception.  The  Afghans  therefore  thought  proptr  M 
accept  a  uipply  of  proviiions,  without  making  any  hoftile  attempt*  The  greateft 
part  of  this  detachment  died  by  the  malignity  of  tlie  air,  and  the  bad  quality  of  the 
water,  infomuch  that  they  were  reduced  within  two  months  to  a  very  fmall  number, 
who  rejoined  the  army  without  making  any  acceffion  to  their  riches  by  the  plunder 
of  this  city.  I 

The  furreilder  of  shi*.  ass  having  feached  tstAHAN,  the  xroHANs  were  animated 
with  frefh  ardour ;  and  maohmud  refolved  to  lead  them  himfelf  to  nc:w  conquefts. 
Accordingly  he  fet  out  in  june  with  an  intent  of  fiibduing  corhilan^  a  country. 
fituate  within  ten  days  journey  of  the  capital,  towards  bassora^  His  army  was 
near  thirty  thoufand  men ;  and  he  had  reaibn  to  h<^  for  fuccefa ;  but  the  event  did 
not  anfwer  the  expedation.  His  troops  were  not  only  harrafled  by  the  arabs  who 
inhabit  the  neighbouring  country,  but  alfo  diftrefled  for  want  of  proviiions  i  whilft 
the  air  had  fuch  pernicious  efFefts  on  them,  that  he  did  not  bring  half  his  men 
back  to  ISFAHAN.  His  difafter  would  have  been  ftill  greater,  if  cassin  khan,  a 
PERSIAN,  who  was  poflefied  of  a  government  in  thote  quarters,  bad  not  given 
him  all  the  afiiftance  in  his  power. 

Maohmud  was  at  length  oblig^  to  compound  with  the  arabs  to  return  iota 
PERSIA,  on  condition  of  being  furnifhed  with  provifionsi  but  thefe  people  per- 
ceiving his  inability  to  withftand  them,  broke  their  word,  and  harraf&d  his  army  t<» 
the  greateft  degree.  Thus  was  the  formidable  maohmvd  by  too  great  confidence, 
and  the  eftbrts  of  thefe  roving  people,  reduced  to  the  utmoft  ftraights.  He  was  fo 
Shocked  at  his  loflfes,  that  he  made  his  entrance  into  Isfahan  without  tfaofe  ho- 
nours which  it  had  been  cuftomary  to  pay  him  on  the  like  occafions.  His  army  be- 
ing thtis  difcouragcd,  prudence  fuggefted  to  him  the  expedient  of  diftributing  fifty 
thoufand  tomans !"  cmong  his  troops,  to  indemnify  them  for  the  lofs  of  their  ba|;* 
gage  }  and  he  employed  them  the  reft  of  the  fummer  in  repairing  this  accident,  aa 
far  as  the  melancholy  fituation  of  his  affairs  admitted 

III 

^^GoMBRootf.  *  This  is  part  of  cuvsisran,  whole  ciyiltl  is  ahovasv  f  An  bandied 

tweaty-iive  thoufand  pounds. 
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In  the 'ftatc  of  weaknels  and  defpondency,  to  which  ma ghmitd  was  reduced,  17 24* 
TiCttMAS  might  have  entertained  great  hopes  of  recovering  the  diadem  ;  but  this 
prince  was  entangled  in  inextricable  difficulties.  Forgetting  that  his  imprudent  re-^ 
fentments  had  the  preceding  year  occafioned  th6  revolt  of  tefflis,  he  loaded  the 
ARMENIANS  With  cxceffivc  taxcs,  which  were  levied  with  the  utmoft  rigor.  So  fe- 
vere  a  proceeding,  contrary  to  his  natural  difpofition,  alienated  the  afFeftions  of 
thefe  people  io  the  very  beginning  ;  and  things  were  foon  carried  to  an  extremity. 
Neceffity  being  without  law,  he  entered  fome  of  their  principal  toWrts  by  force,  and 
plundered  them,  efpecially  fuch  as  rcfufed  to  obey  the  orders  he  had  lent  them  to 
join  his  troops,  tho*  by  law  they  were  exempt  from  all  military  fervice. 

The  ARMENIANS  of  CAPAN  and  CHIAVAN  finding  they  were  treated  as  enemies, 
took  up  arms.  TiBHMAs,  who  fecmed  to  exert  his  refolution  only  where  prudence 
was  wanting,  intended  to  reduce  them  by  force  \  but  they  gave  him  fo  warm  a  re- 
ception, that  he  became  more  circumfpedt,  and  cktermined  at  length  to  enter  into 
a  treaty  with  them.  Thus  he  gained  by  gentle  meafures,  what  he  could  not  obtain 
by  force  ;  and  thofe  people  returned  to  their  duty,  and  gave  the  greateft  proofs  of 
their  fidelity.  But  it  was  not  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  t^ehmas  fliouid  recover 
his  dominions  at  this  time. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  turks  were  jealous  of  the  advantages  fecured  to  the  czar 
by  the  treaty  of  st.  Petersburg,  and  endeavoured  to  counterbalance  them  by  their 
conquefts.  With  this  view,  they  provided  for  the  fecuritv  of  Georgia  ;  built  a 
new  fortrefs  near  tefflis  ;  and  aflembled  different  bodies  of  troops  on  the  frontiers 
of  the  PERSIAN  dominions.  Abdallah,  basha  of  van  %  entered  this  province  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  and  having  reinforced  the  garrilbns  of  the  feveral  towns  in 
GEORGIA,  ht  marched  with  thirty*five  thoufand  men,  againft  mamommed  kouli 
khan,  who  was  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  tro<^s  near  tefflis*  He  foon  put  the 
KHAN  to  ftight,  and  in  February  he  penetrated  into  aderbeitzan,  and  laid  fiege 
to  KHOii  which  held  out  two  months,  and  was  then  taken  by  ftorm,  and  plun^ 
dcrcd. 

Arifib  AeHMED,  BASHA  of  DtARBEKiR,  whom  the  PORTE  had  nominated  se** 
«ASRiER,  now  projedted  a  more  important  expedition.  This  general  pafled  the 
ARAS  the  end  of  june,  and  entered  the  province  erf*  erivan  with  an  army  of  thirty 
thoufand  men.  In  order  to  intimidate  the  inhabitants,  he  treated  them  with  great 
cruelty :  the  towns  and  villages  upon  his  march,  were  entirely  facked ;  and  he 
made  flaves  of  aboVe  twenty  thoufand  perfons  of  both  fexes.  After  thefe  barbarous 
hoftilities,  in  the  middle  of  the  fame  month  he  arrived  before  erivan. 

This  city,  the  capital  of  Armenia,  is  diftant  about  fix  leagues  from  mount  ara-^ 
RAT  \  In  1635  it  was  fituated  a  mile  from  tlie  fpot  where  it  now  ftands ;  fot 
SHAH  sf  FFiE  hdviiig  taken  it  from  the  turks,  made  choice  of  the  prefent  fituation^ 

E  e  2         .  Thfl 

•  His  fimitme  wm  kow^rul  oclow,  or  the  fon  of  kouproli.  This  fimaily  is  dcfccmded  from  ih« 
grand  vizir  jlouproli  UAaoiiiiEo  baska,  who  was  tht  fon  of  a  couutry  parfon  in  the  n^'ghbourhood 
of  ^B^LORADB  in  ALBANIA.     This  IS  almoft  the  only  family  in  turky  that  has  a  proper  name. 

^  fhave  already  had  dcCafion  to  jneapQn»  that  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  ARMsniAKB  the  ark 
refted  on  this  mountain. 
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1724.  The  caftlcin  wliich  the  khan  rcfidcs,  is  built  on  aileep  rock,  inacceflible  towards 
the  weft  ;  and  on  the  other  fides  it  is  defended  by  a  triple  wall  of  brick.  At  the 
foot  of  this  rock  rurs  the  river  zengui,  which  dcfcends  from  the  lake  sevan  *,  and 
mixes  its  waters  three  leagues  lower  with  the  arass.  The  town  is  encompafied  by 
a  double  wall,  arid  abounds  more  in  gardens  and  vineyards  than  houfes.  The 
adjacent  country  is  a  large  fertile  plain',  terminated  by  the  mountains,  of  which 
ARARAT  makes  a  part ;  and  the  whole  forms  a  moft  delightflil  profpeft.  This  ad-» 
Vantage,  however,  is  counterbalanced  by  great  inconveniencies.  The  water  and 
fruits  are  very  unwholfome  •,  the  country  is  fubjeft  to  frequent  earthquakes ;  their 
winters,  notwithftanding  their  latitude,  are  long  and  fevere ;  and  they  have  excef- 
five  heats  in  fummer.  During  the  months  of  july  and  august,  moft  of  the  inha- 
bitants leave  their  houfes,  and  retreat  to  breathe  a  more  temperate  air  in  the  moun- 
tains.  It  is  computed,  that  in  the  heat  of  fummer  there  are  often  twenty  thou-> 
land  tents  in  their  neighbourhood  ;•  for  not  only  the  kourds  travel  thus  far  north-* 
wards,  but  likewife  the  people  from  the  extremity  of  CALDiC  a,  come  hjither  with 
their  flocks. 

The  ottoman  army  had  a  numerous  artillery,  with  which  they  foon  made  a 
breach  in  the  walls.  The  seraskier  then  attempted  tp  ftorm  the  town,  and  his 
troops  behaved  with  great  courage,  but  they  were  as  bravely  repulfed  by  the  garri- 
fon.  They  met  with  the  fame  reception  at  three  general  aflkults ;  and  the  air  be- 
ing in  fome  meafure  infe6bed  with  the  number  of  dead  bodies  ^  the  Turkish  general 
defircd  a  truce  of  three  days,  in  order  to  bury  the  dead. 

'  In  the  interim^  the  basha  of  cutaya  joined  the  army.  This  determined  the 
seraskier  to  try  his  fortune  once  more,  and  the  loth  of  September  he  ordered 
the  fourth  general  afTault ;  but  with  fo  little  fuccefs,  that  he  fuffered  more  on  this  oc- 
cafion  than  in  any  of  the  former  attacks.  The  turks  having  loft  near  twenty  thou^ 
fand  men  by  the  fword,  and  the  unwholefomenefs  of  the  air,  were  quite  difcouraged; 
Their  bombs  indeed  had  reduced  great  part  of  the  town  into  ruins ;  but  the  Per- 
sians as  well  as  the  Armenians,  aftuated  by  the  double  motive  of  rage  and  ielf- 
prefervation,  ftill  fhewed  the  fame  courage  and  refolution.  The  befiegers,  almoft 
exhaufted  with  the  fatigue  of  fo  long  a  fiege,  threatened  openly  to  retire  ;  when  the 
arrival  of  a  reinforcement  of  frelh  troops  from  egypt,  changed  the  fcene.  Sari 
MUSTAFA,  basha  of  ERZEROUM,  alfo  brought  a  confiderable  reinforcement  with 
liim  towards  the  end  of  the  month  *,  fo  that  the  murmurings  of  the  foldiers  began  to 
ceafe,  and  they  refolved  to  bring  this  enterprize  to  a  happy  conclufion. 

The  khan,  who  commanded  the  town,  was  intimidated  at  the  fight  of  fuch 
large  reinforcements.  The  garrifon  was  already  in  diftrefs  for  provifions  ;  and  a 
great  number  of  the  foldiers  and  inhabitants  had  periftied  with  hunger,  fickne^,  or 
the  fword.  They  expefted  no  fuccours  from  TiEHMAS,  and  were  reduced,  for  ^ant 
of  lead,  to  new  caft  the  few  balls  that  were  remaining,  and  thofe  which  they  found 
in  the  breaches  and  ditches,  by  putting  a  pea  in  them  j  an  expedient  which  might 
conceal  their  want  of  this  kind  of  ammunition ;  but  diminiflied  the  wetght  of  th6 
ball,  and  confequently  did  lefs  execution.     Thefe  circumftances,  and  the  preffing 

foli- 
"Thii  lake  is  about  feventy  miles  diftant  northward  of  the  city. 
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felicitations  of  Iiis  brother,  whom  the  turks  had  taken  prifoner  near  the  aras,  de- 1724* 
termined  the  khan  to  enter  into  a  capitulation. 

The  firft  of  October  he  fent  deputies  to  the  Turkish  camp,  and  after  fome dif- 
ficulties it  was  agreed,  that  the  governor  and  the  garrifon  ftiould  be  fafely  con- 
duced with  all  their  effefts  to  the  frontiers  of  karab  ach  * :  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  caftle,  and  thofe  who  had  retired  thither  during  the  fiegc,  but  had  no  fhare  in 
defending  the  town  (hould  quit  it,  and  retire  to  the  old  erivan  :  that  none  of 
them  (hould  be  molefted,  either  in  their  perfons  or  efFefts  :  and  that  the  town,  the 
caftle,  with  the  artillery,  and  ammunitions,  fhould  be  immediately  furrendered  to 
the  GRAND  siGNiOR.  Thefe  articles  were  punftualJy  executed,  and  the  basha  of 
KARAHissAR  conduftcd  the  gairilbn  to  the  frontier,  from  whence  the  khan  pro*- 
cecded  to  ahr,  where  t^ehmas  then  refidcd. 

*  During  this  interval,  the  troops  under  the  command  of  the  basha  of  van,  were 
not  idle*  This  general  having  defeated  mahommed  kouli  khan,  and  taken  the 
fortrefs  of  khoi,  as  mentioned,  formed  a  defign  upon  tavris.  As  he  had  not 
troops  fufficient  to  attempt  a  place  of  tliat  importance,  he  acquainted  the  courts 
and  the  bashas  of  caramenia  and  aleppo,  with  ibme  others  were  ordered  to 
join  his  army. 

Towards,  the  beginning  of  august,  he*  received  a  deputation  from  the  Arme- 
nians of  NACSiVAN  •*.  The  inhabitants  defpairing  of  fuccours  from  the  Persians, 
j^nd  afraid  of  the  cruelties  of  the  turks,  recommended  the  conqueft  of  their  country, 
to.  the, basha.  Upon  this  he  ordered  the  chiefs 'of  kourdistan  to  march  thi-. 
thcr  with  twelve  thoufand  men,  and  to  thefe  he  joined  a  detachment  of  a  thoufand 
TURKS,  commanded  by  ibrahim  aga.  Thefe  troops  no  fooner  appeared  in  the 
province,  than  the  Armenians  took  up  arms,  and  drove  the  Persians  from  nac-^ 
sivAN  and  ordoubad  ^ ;  infomuch  that  the  greatefl;  part  of  Armenia  major  was 
reduced  under  the  Turkish  yoke. 

•  In, the  meanwhile,  the  basha  of  van  marched  with  an  army  of  twenty-five  thou- 
j(^d  men  to  tavris.  Tho*  a  great  part  of  this  town  had  been  deftroyed  by  the. 
earthquake,  already  mentioned,  it  was  dill  one  of  the  fined  cities  in  the  eafl  ^  but 
it  had  neither  walls  nor  artillery,  fo  that  like  antrent  sparta,  its  only  bulwark, 
confided  in  the  number  and  drength  of  its  inhabitants.  The  turks,  crowding  upoa 
one  another,  made  themfelves  maders  of  a  whole  Quarter  of  the  town,  when  tha 
inhabitants  flocking  from  all  parts,  barricadoed  the  dreets  by  which  the  enemy  had 
entered;  and  their  communication  with  the  main  body  of  the  army  being  cut  off*,, 
four  thoufand  of  their  men  were  furrounded,  and  cut  in  pieces. 

-   The  B.ASHA  after  making  feveral  attacks  in  vain,  begaato  waver  in  his  refolution,,  ' 
when  his  fpies  informed  him,  that  the  inhabitants  were  preparing  to  attack  him  th& 

next. 

*  A  diftriA  fouth  of  the  ar  ai ,  full  of  inacceffible  moantains.  Db  l  1 5  l  b  has  a  place  called,  c  a  a  a  - 
CHABAN.  ^  Nacmvan  figoifies  the  firft  made.  The  Armenians  pretend  it  was  the  firft  city 
that  was  bailt  after  the  deluge.  f  Begs.  '  This  place  is  noted  for  its  trade  in  filken  and. 
other  manofa&ires. 
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T724.nexc  night  in  his  intrenchmcnts.  Finding  the  valor  of  his  troops  unequal  to  hU 
defign,  he  ordered  fires  to  be  made  in  his  camp  as  ufual;  and  the  zift  of  Septem- 
ber in  the  night  he  marched  off  filently,  leaving  his  tents  (landing,  the  better  to 
deceive  the  enemy.  Some  hours  afterwards  the  inhabitants  came  out  of  the  city, 
to  the  number  of  twenty  thoufand :  finding  that  the  Turkish  army  was  retired, 
-they  followed  them  till  the  next  day  at  noon,  but  could  not  come  up  with  them. 
In  revenge  they  maf&cped  not  only  all  the  ftragglers  that  fell  in  their'  way,  but 
likewife  the  fick  and  wounded,  which  the  enemy  had  been  obliged  to  leave  to  their 
difcretion. 

The  ottoman  army,  confiderably  reduced,  retined'to  tassou,  a  town  fituate 
within  twenty  leagues  of  tavris,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  lake  chahi.  Here  the 
TURKISH  general  added  to  his  difgrace,  by  attetppting  to  be  revenged  of  the  Per- 
sians for  the  gallant  defence  they  had  made.  Tho*  the  neighbouring  villages  had 
fubmitted  without  making  any  refiftance,  yet  he  carried  the  women  and  children 
with  him  as  (laves,  and  put  the  men  to  the  fword.  The  inhabitants  of  tavris 
were  fo  provoked  at  this  cruelty,  that  they  took  the  refolution  of  purfuing  him,  and 
preventing  his  retreat.  The  bash  a  having  notice  of  their  approach,  marched  out 
at  the  head  of  eight  thoufand  men  i  mofk  of  thefe  were  killed  in  the  engagement* 
and  he  retired  to  khoi  with  the  few  who  faved  themfelves  by  flight. 

These  were  not  the  only  armies  which  the  tvrks  had  in  Persia.  Hassan, 
BASH  A  of  bagdat,  and  achmed  his  (on,  basha  of  bassora  entered  this  country 
with  the  troops  belonging  to  their  refpeftive  governments,  and  laid  fiege  to  hama- 
DAN.  Tahmas,  encouraged  by  what  had  pafied  before  tavris,  (cm  part  of  his 
troops  under  the  command  of  flaoella  khan,  one  of  his  principal  officers,  to  the 
relief  of  this  town.  But  the  fuccefs  dki  not  anfwer  his  expectations :  his  general 
was  defeated,  and  put  to  flight. 

The-ottoman  army  being  thus  free,  continued  the  operations  of  the  fiege  with- 
out interruption.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  defended  themfelves  with  the  fame 
refolution  -,  and  it  was  now  two  months  fince  the  opening  of  the  trenches,  when  a 
GERMAN  renegado  fprung  a  mine,  of  which  he  had  the  direftion.  The  elftft  de- 
termined the  fate  of  the  befieged.  The  turks  mounted  the  breach  with  loud  fhotits, 
and  carried  all  before  them:  a  (laughter  of  the  inliabitants  enfued,  till  fome  of  the 
TURKISH  generals,  moved  by  a  fenfe  of  humanity,  facilitated  the  e(cape  of  great 
numbers,  by  giving  them  a  paflSige  out  of  one  of  the  gates  of  the  town. 

The  taking  of  erivan  and  hama&an,  and  the  repulfe  of  the  basha  of  van, 
concluded  the  campaign  on  the  fide  of  the  turks.  The  army  under  the  ser  askier, 
together  with  the  remaining  forces  of  the  basha  of  van,  were  reduced,  to  forty 
thoufand  men,  including  the  garrifon  of  Georgia.  The  troops  of  eovpt  and  the 
KouRDs  feparated,  and  took  up  their  winter  quarters  in  srivan,  nacsivan,  and 
ordoubad.  Thofe  of  bagdat  and  bassora,  reared  to  their  own  country,  after 
leaving  a  fuflicient  garrifon  in  hamadan. 

CHAP. 


Chap.IL  SULTAN  MIR  MAGHMUD.  215 

c  H  A  P.    ir. 

Rejoicings  at  Constantinople,  The  porte  is  dijfatisfied  with  the  conduit  of  v^tzk 
ibe  great.  The  conferences  renewed  by  the  mediation  of  the  French  minijier  to  the 
ottoman  PORTE,  Conclufion  of  the  treaty  between  the  czar  and  the  porte.  ,Ar^ 
ticks  of  that  treaty. 

THE  TURKS  having  extended  their  conquefts  thus  far,  the  minds  of  the  people,  1724. 
already  uneafy  concerning  the  fuccels  of  the  war,  were  quieted.  The  public 
rejoicings  lafted  nine  days,  and  were  fcarce  finiflied,  when  they  were  ordered  to  be 
renewed.  Mahommed  kouli  khan,  who  thirfted  for  revenge,  pafled  the  kura 
near  gori,  and  laid  (iege  to  the  fort  by  which  that  little  city  is  defended.  He  was 
carrying  on  the  attack  with  great  vigor,  when  reoeb,  basha  of  tefflis,  marched 
with  fix  thoufand  men  to  die  relief  of  the  place  :  this,  together  with  the  defe6Hon 
of  the  principal  Georgians,  who  were  gained  by  the  porte,  obliged  the  khan  to 
retire  with  great  precipitation.  ThoTURKs  came  up  with  him  as  he  was  pafling 
the  river,  where  he  loft  a  thoufand  of  his  men>  and  then  retired  with  his  troops  into 
the  mountains. 

Thb  FRENCH  embaflador  *  thought  proper  to  diftinguifh  himfelf,  upon  the  occa- 
fion  of  thefe  rejoicings,  for  the  accomplifliment  of  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty, 
concluded  by  the  mediation  of  the  court  of  France.  To  explain  this,  we  muft 
trace  matters  ibmewhat  higher. 

The  porti  being  informed  of  the  fuccels  of  ismasl  beg,  the  Persian  embaila- 
dor  at  the  court  of  st.  Petersburg,  pufhed  oa  her  conquefts  in  Persia  without 
referve.  Whether  the  czar  flighted  her  refehtment,  on  account  of  this  treaty; 
but  it^as  icarce  concluded,  when  he  lent  copies  of  it  to  his  refident  neplueoff,. 
without  any  icftruftions  to  him  or  to  the  French  embafiador*,  at  the  fame  time, 
be  made  it  public  in  all  the  courts  of  europr.  This  caufed  a  great  furpri:^  at 
CONSTANTINOPLE,  for  ncithcT  the  embai&dor,  ndr  the  Russian  refident,  expected 
fuch  an  event.  They  were  confounded,  whilft  their  enemies  laid  hold  of  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  to  decry  their  condudfc.  This  was  not  difficult  to  effect,  for  the 
TURKISH  commiilaries  having  (^)ened  the  conference  in  the  beginning  of  januarv 
this  year,  with  bitter  reproaches,  declared  in  the  name  of  the  grand  signior,  that 
fuch  a  prince  as  t^hm  as,  wandering  from  place  to  place,  without  fuccour  or  fup- 
port,  could  not  with  any  validity  confent  to  the  dil'membering  of  his  dominions  y 
therefore  fuch  engagements  were  void  :  that  the  grand  signior  would  not  fuifer 
any  foreign  power  to  extend  his  dominion  in  Persia  :  confequently,  that  the  only 
method  to  prefcrve  the  peace  fubfifting  between  the  two  empires,  was  to  relinquifh 
all  pretenfions  derived  from  this  treaty,  and  likewife  to  abandon  the  conquefts  mad<& 
en  tne  borders  of  the  Caspian  fea. 

After 

f  Tlie  marqais  of  bomnac. 
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1724.  After  fo  explicit  a  declaration,  the  Turkish  commiflaries  broke  ofF  the  coh- 
fcrences  abruptly.  It  was  thought  the  porte  would  declare  war  againft  the  czar, 
and  fend  the  Russian  refident  to  the  caftle  of  the  feven  towers.  This  minifter 
having  no  inftruftions,  refufed  to  yield  to  the  folicitations  of  the  French  embafla- 
dor,  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  ;  which  ferved  to  increafe  the  difguft  of  the  Turkish 
ftiinifters  ;  fo  that  the  ftorm  feemcd  to  be  gathering,  when  the  cmbaffador  ventured 
CO  take  the  confequence  ofnegotiating  upon  himfelf. 

With  this  view  he  entered  into  a  conference  with  the  minifters  of  the  porte,  in 
which  he  reconciled  all  matters  fo  well,  that  they  were  foon  agreed  upon  almoft  every 
article*.  The  grand  vizir,  who  fecretly  prefled  the  conclufion  of  this  affair,  found 
it  very  difficult  to  bring  the  divan  into  his  fentiments ;  efpecially  as  the  point  was 
to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  a  chriftian  power,  in  order  to  (hare  the  dominions  of 
a  MAHOMMEDAN  prfnce.  There  was  no  time  to  lofc  :  they  muft  cither  conclude 
the  treaty  entered  upon  with  Russia,  or  ftop  the  procrefs  of  that  power,  by  declar- 
ing war  againft  her.  Ibrahim,  the  grand  vizir,  laid  this  before  the  divan,  which 
he  convened  in  the  -name  of  the  emperor  his  mafter.  After  very  warm  debates, 
the  divan  declared  for  the  continuation  of  the  peace :  upon  which,  the  French  em- 
baflador  difpatched  monfieur  d'alion  *,  a  relation  of  his  to  the  court  of  Russia, 
with  the  preliminaries  of  the  treaty. 

.  The  firft  article  in  his  commiffion  was,  that  shah  t/ehmas  (hould  be  obliged 
to  fend  a  folemn  cmbafly  to  Constantinople,  to  beg  of  the  grand  sicnior 
that  he  would  fet.  limits  to  his  conguefts,  and  confent,  as  far  as  was  confiftent 
with  the  glory  and  interefts  of  his  highnefs,  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  <:on- 
cluded  the  year  before  at  st.  Petersburg.  The  others  contained  a  projedt  of  ac- 
commodation, in  regard  to  the  limits  of  the  conquefts  made,  or  which  were  to  be 
made  in  persia,  by  either  of  thefe  contrafting  powers. 

1*hese  preliminaries  having  been  agreed  ta,  the  Russian  refident  received  new 
inflruftions,  and  the  19th  of  may  the  conferences  were  renewed.  The  vizir  had 
made  it  an  eftablifhed  rule,  to  live  in  peace  with  the  chriftian  powers,  deeming  it 
ncceflary  to  his  own  fecurity.  How  favourable  foever  his  difpofition  might  have 
been,  there  were  great  obftacles  to  furmount,  before  they  could  come  to  a  conclu- 
fion of  the  treaty.  Daghestan,  and  part  of  shirvan,  inhabited  by  mahomme- 
DANs  of  the  feft  of  the  sunnis,  were  to  continue  under  the  dominion  of  the  czar, 
who  required  that  the  porte  fhould  acknowledge  t^ehmas  as  king  of  Persia  : 
that  (he  (hould  join*  her  forces  to  thofe  of  Russia,  in  order  to  put  this  prince  in 
poflefTion  of  the  throne  :  and  laftly,  engage  to  receive  neither  propofals  nor  minifters 
from  machmud,  or  any  other  ufurper.  Thefe  articles  were  contrary  to  their  reli- 
gion, which  the^AHOMMEDANs  confider  as  the  bads  and  primum  mobile  of  politi* 
cal  government. 

Part 

*  ^is  relation  being  made  by  a  frenchman  belonging  to  the  embaflador^s  miniflry,  we  mufl  allow 
for  foine  partialities  as  to  the  abilities  of  his  mafter.  ^  This  perfon  was  minlflcr  at  the  court  of 

fiT>  PATBRSBURc^  foT  fome  time  a(ter  the. marquis  pb  cubtardm. 
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Part  of  thcfe  difficulties  were  removed  in  a  long  conference,  which  the  grand  17244 
vizir  had  the  5th  of  july  with   the  French  embaflkdor ;  and  the  general  confe- 
rences being  renewed,  the  feveral  articles  of  the  treaty  were  agreed  to.     They  were 
.fix  in  number,  preceded  by  a  preamble,  fetting  forth  in  a  fummary  way,  the  ceffion 
which  3HAH  TiEHMAS  made  to  the  czar,  of  the  provinces  fituatcd  on  the  borders  of 

the  CASPIAN  SEA. 

The  firft  article  determines,  that  the  barrier  betwixt  Russia  and  tartary  (hall 
be  regulated  by  a  line,  to  begin  within  twenty-two  leagues  of  the  Caspian  sea  on 
the  confines  of  d  aghestan,  to  pafs  within  the  like  diftance  of  derbend,  and  after- 
wards within  feven  leagues  of  the  coaft,  including  shamakie,  and  from  thence  di- 
rectly to  the  conflux  of  the  kura  and  aras.  It  is  likewife  ftipulated,  that  the 
contrading  parties  (hall  nominate  commiiiaries,  and  if  necefiary  defire  the  media- 
tion of  the  court  of  francs  with  regard  to  the  regulation  of  thofe  limits.  That 
eitlier  party  (hall  be  free  to  eredt  forts  upon  their  own  territories,  on  condition  of 
giving  notice  thereof  to  each  other,  and  of  building  them  at  the  diftance  of  three 
leagues  at  leaft  from  their  frontier. 

The  fecond  agrees,  that  shamakie,  the  capital  of  shirvan,  (hall  not  be  fortified, 
nor  receive  a  Turkish  garrifon  •,  and  that  it  fome  unfore(een  accident,  fuch  as  a 
revolt,  (hould  oblige  this  monarch  to  fend  any  troops  thither,  they  (hall  acquaint 
the  RUSSIAN  officers  before  they  pafs  the  kura,  and  retire  from  thence  as  foon  as 
the  troubles  are  appea(ed.  The  grand  signior  promifes,  that  his  armies  (halt 
not  pafs  this  river  in  any  part,  of  Georgia,  without  giving  notice  of  the  rea(bns 
of  fuch  motion  to  the  officers  appointed  by  the  czar,  on  the  coaft  of  the  Caspian 

SEA. 

The  third  eftabli(hes  the  barrier  which  is  to  feparate  turkey  from  Persia. 
This  line  commences  where  the  other  fini(hes,  that  is,  at  the  Conflux  of  the  kura 
and  ARAS ;  it  paflles  within  three  miles  of  the  walls  of  ardeville  towards  tavr}s» 
and  from  thence  to  hamadan,  which  city,  together  with  the  territory  belonging 
to  it,  falls  to  the  grand  signjor's  (hare;  after  which  it  turns  oflT  towards  kher- 
mansha,  the  new  conqueft  of  this  monarch,  where  it  terminates. 

By  the  fourth,  the  czar  promifes  the  grand  signior,  to  employ  his  mediation, 
that  the  provinces  affigned  him  in  the  preceding  article,  (hall  be  voluntarily  fur- 
rendered  to  him,  or  recovered  for  him,  by  a  joint  efibrt.  This  article  concludes 
with  a  reciprocal  guaranty  of  the  provinces  of  persia,  which  the(e  monarcKa.  ad- 
judge to  themfelves,  declaring  that  if  shah  t^hm  as  refufes  to  agree  to  the  treaty, 
they  will  jointly  endeavour  to  conquer  the  refpedive  places  afljgned  to  each  ;  after 
which,  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  fhall  be  entirely  given  up,  without  any  foreign  de- 
pendance,  into  the  hands  01  shah  TiEHMAS. 

In  the  fifth,  the  grand  signior  engages,  as  (bon  as  the  places  affigned  him  by 

the  third  article  (hall  be  voluntarily  delivered  up,  to  acknowledge  TiEHMAS  as  king 

of  PERSIA  ;  to  give  him  full  fecurity  of  his  relloration,  and  afford  him  all  proper 

affiftancc:  that  in  cafe  the  ufurpers  (hould  by  any  hoftility  reduce  him  to  the  ne- 

VoL.  II.  F  f  ceffity 
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ceflity  of  declaring  war  againft  them,  he  will  join  his  forces  to  thiofc  oif  Russia,  in 
order  to  place  this  prince  on  the  throne  of  his  anceftors. 

The  fixth  article  declares,  that  if  TiEHMAS  fhould  attempt  to  aft  in  oppofition  to 
this  treaty,  the  contrafting  powers,  after  having  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the 
provinces  afligned  to  them,  (hall  appeafe  the  difturbances  of  persta,  and  reftore 
this  kingdom  to  the  Persian  mpft  d^ferving  of  it,  towards  whom  they  (hall  con- 
duft  themfelves  as  they  have  done  towards  the  kings  his  predeceflbrs*  That  they 
Ihall  not  in  any  manner  interfere  in  the  government  of  his  dominions,  but  jointly 
take  every  meafiirc  neceflary  for  his  tranquillity,  without  liflening  to  any  prbpofal 
on  the  part  of  mir  maghmud. 

This  treaty  was  figned  the  eighth  of  jitly,  and  the  ratification  of  the  czar  be- 
ing arrived,  the  exchange  was  fblcmnly  made  fome  days  after  in  the  apartment  of 
the  grand  vizir.  The  peace  being  thus  confirmed,  the  khan  of  the  crim  tartars, 
and  the  generals  of  the  ottoman  troops,  who  were  on  the  frontier  of  the  ukraik, 
received  orders  to  retire,  the  one  to  crim  tartary,  and  the  other  towards  the 

DANUBE.  . 

1725.  In  the  mean  time,  tAhmas  was  at  ardevillb.  The  cmbaflador  whom  he  had 
lately  fent  to  the  ottoman  ports,  was  arrefted  at  brzerovm  :  at  firft  they  treated 
Kim  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  chani£ber%  but  foon  after  he  was  confined  as  a  cbfe 
prifoner  in  the  caftle,  and  his  eflfedb  were  confifcated. 

The  unhappy  shah  TiSHMAS  faw  his  country  thus  torn  from  him :  die  Persian 
monarchy  was  become  a  prey.  He  loon  learnt  the  tenor  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  the  Russians  and  the  xurks  ;  and  the  paflive  condu(%  of  his  minifter  is- 
MAEL  beg  ^ ;  all  which  gave  him  great  oSence :  in  his  circumftances  what  lefs  was 
to  be  expected  ?  He  immediately  ordered  the  czar's  refident  to  withdraw  ftt>m 
his  court :  but  this  mark  of  refcntment  did  not  hinder  the  Russian  monarch  from 
ordering  his  embaflhdor-extraordinary  to  continue  his  journey,  though  he  was  obliged 
to  return  home  without  taking  his  leave  of  that  prince.  It  is  pre&med  that  peter 
the  GREAT  would  have  been  contented  with  ghilan  only,  could  he  havedius  pre- 
vented the  progrefs  of  the  turks,  being  much  more  fincere  th^  the  tvrks,  with 
regard  to  the  reftoration  of  tmhmas  to  his  dominions, 

•  Sixty  dollars  a  daj  were  ordered  for  Us  oittntenance.  ^  He  lemined  at  AeTaacKAii»  and 

was  tkcre  fHU  in  t744»  and  had  a  gnard  a]q|K>intod  kin,  with  a  M^  aUowaace  koBx  die  cDiirt» 
fot  dMifiag  10  troft  hii&fdf  again  in  ^brsia. 


CHAP. 
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C    H    A    P.      III. 

Maohmud  raifes  new  troops.  A  caravan  arrives  from  kamdahar.  Helaysfiege 
to  YEZD,  AsHRBFF  rttums^  and  is  favoured  by  the  Afghans.  Vneafinefs  of 
MAOHMVD  Upon  that  accomt.  He  undertakes  a  religious  penance:  murders  hus- 
sein'j  children  and  relations.  Great  volttptuoufnefs  of  husse in.  Maohmud  //i//^ 
into  a  dilirium.     Ashrefi?  ele^ed  king.     Death  and  charaSier  of  ma  ghmud. 

WHI LST  this  partition  of  the  Persian  dominions  was  ncgotiatingv  mach-  1725. 
MUD  was  employed  in  repairing  the  breach»  which  the  expedition  of  coh* 
kilan  had  made  in  his  troops.  With  this  view,  he  enlifted  a  great  number  of 
DEROHEZiNS  .*  he  alfo  leviecT  fome  new  companies  of  turks  v  and  knowing  the 
importance  of  concealing  his  weaknefs,  he  not  only  renewed  the  prohibition  of  cor* 
refponding  by  letters,  but  alfo  made  it  death  for  any  ftranger  that  Ihould  attempc 
to  leave  thfc  town  •.  \ 

Things  were  thus  fitoated,  when  the  caravan  which  he  expe^ed,  arrived  at  xs^> 
fahan.  It  was  not  near  fo  numerous  as  that  of  the  preceding^ear ;  owing,  in  a 
great  meafure  to  the  compiainta  of  fome  of  the  afohans,  who  on  their  return  to* 
KANDAHAR,  dccufed  thtif  fevercign  of  avarice,  and  a  partial  negled  of  thofe  who. 
had  performed  the  braveft  aAions.  Maohmud,  however,  perceiving  he  had  now 
as  ftrone  an  army  «s  that  whkh  had  raiied  him  to  the  throne,  was  ambitioiis  of  ef* 
facing  the  memory  of  his  late  difgrace. 

After  fome  time,  he  relblved  to  lay  Ctegb  to  yezd,  which  he  had  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  take  upon  his  march  to  isfahait.  The  inhabitants  of  this  city  had 
lately  routed  a  reinforcement  of  two  thoufand  men,  who  were  coming  to  him  ftom- 
KANDAHAR.  The  neccflity  of  fecuring  a  communication  with  that  province,  as 
well  as  the  defire  of  retricvmg  the  reputation  of  his  arms,  engaged  him  to  torn  the 
greatelt  part  of  his  forces  that  way. 

Towards  the  .end  of  December,  he  let  out  upon  this  expedition,  with  an  army 
of  eighteen  thoufand  men.  Such  a  number  of  troops,  together  with  a  confidcrable 
train  of  artillery,  which  he  carried  with  him,  and  the  correlpondence  he  had  with ' 
the  PERSEES,  who  inhabit  a  particular  quarter  of  the  town,  fdemed  to  render  him 
confident  of  fucceft  ;  but  providence  had  otherwife  ordained.  The  inhabitants  of 
YEZD  having  difcovercd  the  treachery  of  their  fellow-citizens,  put  them  to  the  fword,* 
laid  the  country  wafte  for  feveral  leagues  round,  deflroying,  or  carrying  off  eVery 
thing  that  might  be  of  any  fcrvicc  to  the  enemy*  After  this  they  prepared  to  de-^ 
fend  themfelves. 

This  precaution  obliged  maghmud  to  pulh  on  the  fiege  with  the  utmoft  vigor.' 
His  artillery  was  fcarce  mounted  in  battery^  when  he  ordered  a  general  aflault. 
The  AFGHANS  attacked  the  town  on  every  fide  with  great  bravery,  in  confidence  of 
the  engagements  with  the  persees  ^  but  they  were  received  with  fo  much  refolution 

F  f  2  *         '      *    and* 

*  Tkis  and  fuch  like  proceedings  confined  the  merchants  during  thefe  troubles. 
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1725.    and  courage,  that  they  were  fbon  convinced  there  was  no  dependance  to  be  made  on 
any  aftiilance  from  that  quarter.  ^ 

This  aflault  was  followed  by  fevcral  others,  which  proved  equally  unfuccefsful. 
In  the  mean  time  the  fevcrity  of  the  feafon  very  much  diftrefied  the  Afghans  ; 
they  were  alio  ftraitned  for  provifions ;  which  reduced  them  to  the  necefiity  of 
raifing  the  Hege  a  fecond  time,  or  of  weakening  the  army  confiderably,  by  fending 
out  large  detachments  in  fearch  of  provifions.  Maghmud  determined  upon  the 
latter  j  but  he  had  foon  reafon  to  repent  his  choice.  The  garrifon  being  increaied 
by  a  number  of  people  who  had  fled  for  flielter  from  the  open  country ;  finding 
the  AFGHANS  weakened,  fell  fwidenly  upon  their  principal  quarters,  and  confounded 
them  by  fo  brifk  and  unexpected  an  attack,  put  feveral  parties  of  them  to  flight,  and 
killed  near  three  thoufand  men,  before  the  main  body  of  the  army  could  be  aflembled, 
Maghmud  himfelf  was  in  danger  of  being  furroundtd,  and  obliged  to  abandon  his 
baggage  and  artillery,  and  iave  himfelf  by  flight. 

Thb  uneafinefs  occafioned  by  this  new  difgrace,  was  augmented  by  the  mutinous 
diipofition  of  the  army.  The  ibldiers  declared  without  referve,  that  their  de^t 
was  a  confequence  of  their  change  of  manners ;  that  they  were  upon  the  brink  of 
being  ruined  by  that  very  efleminacy  and  luxury,  which  bad  deftroyed  their  ene- 
mies; that  maghmud  was  already  a  Persian  in  his  apparel,  and  luxurious  diet; 
but  (till  more  fo  by  the  exceflive  number  of  concubines  with  which  he  had  filled 
his  harram ;  adding,  that  no  further  hopes  of  fuccefs  remained,  lb  long  as  they 
were  governed  by  a  chief,  who,  not  fatisfied  with  adopting  the  manners  of  the  con- 
quered, afiedled  likewile  to  efpoufe  their  fendments  in  matters  of  religion.  This 
laft  reproach  was  owing  to  fome  words  which  maghmud  let  drop,  perhaps  with  a 
defign  to  Ihew  his  refentment  to  the  turks,  or  to  render  himfelf  more  agreeable  to 

the  PERSIANS. 

Mean  while  the  danger  increafed  by  the  impunity  of  thefe  murmurings.  Asjr- 
JMrr  being  arrived  with  the  laft  caravan  from  kandahar  ;  the  army,  who  had 
^^been  always  extremely  fond  of  him,  now  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  plainly 
/hewed  they  thought  him  the  fittcft  to  reign.  He  had  retreated  only  to  avoid  the 
jealous  eye  of  maghmud  ;  and  the  efteem  and  aflleftion  which  the  afghan  arn^y 
exprefled  for  him,  had  been  the  chief  inducement  to  his  return.  While  he  remained 
in  KANDAHAR  hc  lived  entirely  in  the  country,  in  purfuit  of  rural  pleafures,  and 
his  own  domeftic  affairs  ;  but  fuch  tranquillity  was  not  his  lot*,  he  feemed  bom  to 
move  in  a  higher,  tho'  lefs  happy  fphcre.  During  his  abfence,  the  foldiers  expref- 
fcd  a  great  defire  for  his  return :  the  principal  officers  likcwife  confidered  the  dan- 
gers to  which  the  army  would  be  jcxpofed,  if  maghmud,  who  had  but  indifiereot 
iiealth,  fhould  die  without  male  iflTue  capable  of  holding  the  reins  of  government* 
Thus,  in  fome  meafure,  they  obliged  this  prince  to  recall  ashreff,  in  order  to  de- 
-clare  him  his  fucceflbr  to  the  empire. 


Ashreff  having  quitted  his  folitude,  maghmud  was  obliged  to  diilemble  his 
jealoufy,  and  entertained  him  for  fome  days  with  all  the  appearances  of  the  moft 
lender  i^iendihip ;  but  he  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  murmurings  of  the  troops, 

than 
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than  he  ordered  aShreff  to  lodge  in  the  palace,  where  he  was  ftridly  guarded.     1725. 
This  prudent  ftep  checked  the  foldiersr;  but  did  not  make  the  fiiltan  eafy  in  his 
mind.     The  difgrace  he  lately  met  with  in  cohkilan,    and  before  yezd,    had 
weakened  his  power  and  authority,  infomuch  that  he  began  to  be  in  as  great  fear  of 
the  mutiny  of  his  troops,  as  of  the  revolt  of  the  Persians.  ' 

To  extricate  himfclf  in  this  fituation,  required  more  fteadinefe  and  virtue  than 
MAGHMUD  was  maftcf  of.  This  prince,  who  had  been  fo  bold  in  projefting,  and 
fo  brave  in  executing,  was  frightened  at  the  thought  of  a  danger  to  which  he  had 
not  been  accuftomed.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  he  tried  to  obtain  from  heaven 
that  light  and  affiftance,  which  he  no  longer  expedted  from  thofe  who  had  been  the 
followers  of  his  fortune.  A  defign  of  this  nature,  however  commendable  in  itfelf, 
feemed  in  his  condition  to  argue  the  troubled  ftate  and  weaknefs  of  his  mind,  rather 
than  a  fenfe  of  religion.  With  this  intent  he  undertook  to  perform  the  fpirituaL 
cxercifes*,  which  the  Indian  mahommedans,  who  are  more  addided  to  them- 
than  thofe  of  other  countries,  have  introduced  into  kandahar.  This  fupcrftitious. 
pradice  is  obfcrvcd,  by  (hutting  themfclvcs  up  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  days  in  a  place 
where  no  light  enters,  and  the  only  nourifhment  they  take,  is  a  little  bread  and  wa- 
ter at  fan-fet.  During  this  retreat^  they  employ  their  time  in  repeating  inceflantly, 
with  a  flrong  guttural  voice,  the  word  hou,  by  which  they  denote  one  of  the  attri- 
butes of  the  deity.  Thefe  continual  cries,  and  the  agitations  of  the  body  with  which: 
they  are  attended,  naturally  unhinge  the  whole  frame.  When  by  fafting  and  dark- 
nefs  the  brain  is  diftemper'd,  they  fancy  they  fee  fpeftres  and  hear  voices.  Thus 
they  take  pains  to  confirm  the  very  diftemper  of  mind  which  puts  them  on  fuch 
trials  i  and  prefume  to  pry  into  the  fecrets  of  providence,  from  an  opinion,  thjlt. 
durfng  this  penance,  the  devil  is  compelled  by  the  agency  of  a  fuperior  power,  to 
let  them  into  the  knowledge  of  futurity* 

Such  was  the  painful  exercife  which  max^hmud  undertook  in  January  this  year. 
For  this  purpofe  he  chofe  a  fubterraneous  vault,  where  he  continued  the  ufual  time. 
When  he  came  forth,  he  was  fo  pale,  and  emaciated,  that  they  hardly  knew  him. 
But  this  was  not  the  worft  cflfcdl  of  his  devotion :  folitude,  often  dangerous  to  a. 
melancholy  turn  of  thought,  had,  under  the  circumftances  of  his  inquietude,  and 
the  ftrangenefs  of  the  penance,  impaired  his  reafon.  He  became  reftlefs  and  fufpi- 
cious  ;  often  ftarting,  as  if  the  very  perfons  moft  attached  to  his  intereft,  defigned 
to  deftroy  him.  He  was  in  one  of  thefe  fits,  when  it  was  rumoured  in  Isfahan, 
that  seffie  myrza,  a  fon  of  shah  hussein,  had  found  means  to  make  his  efcape 
from  the  feraglio,  and  was  retired  towards  turkey.  Whether  the  Persians  fpread 
this  alarm  in  order  to  intimidate  the  tyrant,  or  himfelf  cuufed  it  to  be  Ecported  ;  he 
made  it  a  pretext  to  cover  a  new  fcene  of  the  moft  execrable  barbarity. 

Amidst  all  his  cruelties,  maghmud  had  riot  hitherto  imbrued  his  hands  in  the 
blood  of  his  antient  fovefeigns.  Many  princes  of  the  royal  family  were  confined 
with  SHAH  HU-6SEIN  in  the  feraglio,  as  the  fad  companions  of  his  captivity  :  among 
whom  were  fcveral  brothers,  three  uncles,  and  feven  nephews  of  that  unfortunate- 
monarch..  » 

"They  call  it  the  niAtntAX, 
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1725.        The  tyrant's  heart  being  now  rent  with  anxiety  for  the  fupport  of  hjs  declining 
power,  regardlefs  of  his  more  declining  health,  and  approach  to  eternity,  he  re- 
folved  to  facrifice  all  the  royal  family,  except  hussein  shah.     The  feventh  of  Fe- 
bruary was  the  day  appointed  for  the  execution  of  his  bloody  purpofc.     Thefe  vi- 
ctims to  cruelty  were  aflembled  in  the  palace-yard  with  their  hands  tied  behind  their 
backs.   The  tyrant,  attended  only  by  a  iew  of  his  moft  intimate  confidents,  began  this 
horrid  butchery  with  his  fabre.  There  were  only  two  fons  of  shah  hussein  remaining, 
when  this  unfortunate  prince  hearing  their  cries,*  found  means  to  come  to  the  place 
of  flaughter,     Thefe  princes,  the  cldeft  of  whom  was  only  five  years  of  age,  flung 
ihemfelves  into  the  arms  of  their  father.     Nothing  but  the  tendernefs  of  a  parent 
could  have  fupported  this  prince  at  the  fight  of  fo  fad  a  fpedlacle  :  he  bathed  his 
children  with  his  tears,    and  put  himfelr  in  the  way  to  receive  the  fatal  ftroke. 
Machmud,  now  drunk  with  flaughter,  ftepped  forwards  to  murder  thefe  royal  in- 
fants, tbo*  iheltered  in  their  father's  bofom  :  the  shah  ftretched  out  his  arm,  and 
received  the  blow.     Here  the  horrid  fcene  was  ended :  at  the  fight  of  blood  gulh- 
ing  from  the  wound  of  a  king,  and  a  man  of  whom  the  tyrant  liad  been  u(ed  to 
think  with  fome  reverence,  heaven  flopped  his  murdering  hand.    As  thefe  children 
were  yet  of  fo  tender  an  age,  and  incapable  of  giving  umbrage,  he  determined  to 
leave  them  to  their  parent,  now  opprefJcd  with  fuch  an  accumulated  load  of  miP 
fortunes. 

It  is  not  agreed  what  number  of  princes  wer&  murdered  on  this  occafion,  but  they 
are  reckoned  above  an  hundred.  It  is  eafy  to  reconcile  their  being  yet  more  nume- 
rous, if  we  attend  to  the  circumflances  of  eaftem  courts.  Few  men  have  carried 
their  voluptuoufnefs,  however  permitted  by  a  particular  faith,  farther  than  shah 
hussein.  The  year  1701,  was  called  in  Persia  the  year  of  virgins  *.  This  prince 
then  ordered  a  fearcb  to  bp  made  through  the  whole  extent  of  his  dominions,  for  all " 
the  young  virgins  of  diflinguifhed  beauty :  and  the  commifEoners  appointed  for  this 
enquiry,  brought  all  thofe  whom  they  thought  worthy  of  t^e  hafram.  The  gover- 
nors of  the  provinces,  knowing  their  matter's  predominant  paflion,  paid  their  courts 
in  the  mofl  prevailing  manner,  even  till  the  fiege  of  Isfahan,  by  fending  him  the 
finefl  girls  in  their  province.  This  ftrong  pafljon,  or  rather  appetite  for  the  fex, 
was  fufiicient  to  rendcj;  the  royal  family  extremely  numerous  ;  infomuch  that  in  the 
fpace  of  a  month,  thirty  cradles  had  been  once  carried  into  the  feraglio.  Befides, 
this  monarch  being  more  humane  than  any  of  his  predeceflbrs,  put  none  of  the 
princes  of  the  royal  blood  to  death  ^.  All  thofe  princes,  excepting  t^ehmas  and 
the  two  children  already  mentioned,  perilhed  on  that  day. 

This  bloody  execution,  inftead  of  difpelling  the  fears  of  maghmud,  only  con- 
tributed to  increafe  the  terrors  with  which  he  was  tormented.  His  mind  was 
perpetually  agitated  with  the  moil  frightful  ideas ;  and  the  remorfc  of  this  lafl  aft 
of  barbarity  gave  him  no  repofe.  His  intellei9:s,  which  had  been  fo  much  weakened 
by  the  auflerity  of  his  fpiricual  exercife,  appeared  to  be  yet  more  impaired  j .  and  be- 
fides this,  he  had  an  infupportable  pain  in  his  bowels. 

The 

*KisvERAN.  ^  It  was  common  in  later  thnes  totciU  them  all,  infomiich  that  I  neverheafd 

that  NADIR  SHAH  had  any  children  a1i%'e,  except  his  two  fons  riza  kovli  myrza  and  NSsaALi 
M  Y  R  X  A^  who  were  bora  long  before,  he  was  made  king. 
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The  moft  flcilful  phyficians  of*  the  court,  after  endeavouring  in  vain  to  reftorei725^ 
him  to  his  fenfes,  had  recourfe  to  a  religious  remedy.  In  cafes  of  the  like  nature, 
the  ARMENIANS  had  been  wont  to  engage  their  priefts  to  read  over  the  head  of  the 
patient,  what  they  call  the  red  gofpel  *.  This  cuftom  was  received  not  only  by  thofe 
chriftians,  but  alio  by  thegreateft  part  of  the  mahomm£dans  of  the  country,  who 
together  with  the  armeVians  affirmed,  that  feveral  Persians  affedcd  with  the 
fame  degree  of  madnefs  of  maghmud,  had  been  cured  by  this  means  ;  and  they  re- 
folved  to  try  the  efficacy  of  it.  In  the  beginning  of  april,  the  clergy  of  julfa  be- 
ing dreflcd  in  their  facerdotal  habits,  with  wax  tapers  lighted,  went  in  folemn  pro- 
ceflion  to  the  palace  ^,  where  they  were  received  with  great  refpecl.  They  pafled. 
thro*  the  apartment  between  two  rows  of  courtiers  and  guards,  whofe  modeft  coun- 
tenance, and  profound  filenc^,  exprefled  fuch  a  reverence  for  thefe  priefts,  as  could 
hardly  be  expedted  from  perfons  of  their  religion.  After  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed, the  clergy  retired  in  the  fame  order  to  julfa,  attended  by  a  great  number 
of  the  lords  of  the  court* 

In  one  of  the  lucid  intervals  of  his  diforder,  maghmud  having  been  informed  of* 
the  relief  which  the  Armenians  had  endeavoured  to  give  him,  he  fent  them  two 
thoufand  tomans  in  fpecie  %  and  as  much  in  cfFefts,  promifing  to  rcftore  the  re- 
mainder of  what  he  had  exacted  from  them,  if  he  recovered  his  health.  He  did  the 
fame  in  regard  to  the  dutch  and  the  Indians  :  a  fenfe  of  the  danger  he  was  in,, 
having  excited  fome  fentimcnts  of  piety,  in  his  breaft.  Tie  recommended  himfelf  alfo 
to  the  prayers  of  thofe  diflfcrent  people.  After  fome  hours  cff  eafe,  he  rclapfed  into 
E  more  terrible  condition  :  his  body  was  covered  with  Icprofy,  his  flelh  cottcd,  and; 
leemed  to  fell  from  his  bones. 

-  Such  was  the  frightful  condition  of  maghmud,  when  news  wad  brought-  that 
SHAH  TiBHMAS  had  atjvanced  at  the  head  of  $  body  of  ti^ops,  and  defeated  a  party 
of  AFGHANS  near  KOOM,^as  they  were  marching  towards  casbin,  uiider  the  com- 
mand of  their  general  seidal.  It  was  not  merely  the  defii^  of  taking  advantage  of  the- 
prefentconjunfture,  that  drew  the  Persian  army  fo  near  to  isfahan-    Since  the  be- 

S inning  of  maghmud*s  illnefi,  ashreff  had  been  no  longer  watched  with  the  fame 
riftnefs  ;  fo  that  he  found  means  to  enter  into  a  correfponcjpnce  with  TiEHMAS. 
As  foon  as  he  found  that  things  were  ripe  for  his  purpofe,  hf  acquainted  him  that 
now  was  the  time  to  afcend  the  throne  of  his  anceftors  ;  that  he  needed  only  to  ad- 
vance towards  Isfahan,  where  every  thing  was  in  confufion  by  the  ficknefs  of' 
maghmud  ;  that  upon  the  firft  rumour  of  his  approach,  his  friends  would  join  hinv 
in  a  body  •,  and  that  this  ftep  would  induce  part  of  the  rebels  to  return  to  their  duty, 
and  put  It  out  of  the  power  of  the  reft  to  withftand  him* 

Ashrejf  had  imparted  this  defign  to  the  Persian  lords,  who  had  been  fpared  at 
rile  time  of  the  maflacre,  with  a  defign  to  cnfnare  them  j  and  it'  was  by  their  inter- 

ventioa 

■  Probably  fome  paflage  relating  to  the  miracles  ofour  Saviour.    ExoFcifing .without  the  immediate  ufe 
of^efcriptureSy  it  IS  pretended,  is  common  iir  PORTUGAL..  *»Thelate  king  of  Portugal,  ati 

did^rent  times,  caofed  the  feveral  bodies  of  the  clergy  in  and  aboat  Lisbon,  to  waflc  in  proeeflion  thro* 
bift  chamlMr ;  mmI  a  book  wa«  poblifted,  giving  an  accocnir  of  the  manner  and  ceremonies  of  each  frater-^ 
nity.  Whether  the  king's  life  was  protracted  by  any  miraculous  interpofition,  is  a  polnt^about  whicKehCL 
11  o  M I s  H  dergy  will  be  moft  ready  to  determine.  «  Five  thouiand  pounds. 
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1725.  vention  thai  this  correfpondcnce  was  carried  on.  '  Accordingly  they  wrote  to  ac- 
quaint TiEHM  As»  that  the  only  condition  ashreff  infilled  upon  for  himfelf,  and  his 
party,  was,  that  their  hves,  their  liberty,  and  their  efFefts  (hould  be  facred :  thus 
the  treaty  met  with  no  difficulty.  TiEHMAS  fent  him  a  deed  %  in  which  he  en- 
gaged under  the  moft  facred  oaths,  to  obferve  his  word  inviolably  :  after  which,  he 
advanced  as  far  as  koom,  where  meeting  with  a  body  of  Afghans  commanded  by 
SEiDAL,  he  put  them  to  flight. 

This  new  diigrace  greatly  alarmed  the  rebels.  So  many  defeats  began  to  weaken 
that  reputation  for  bravery  and  fuccefs,  in  which  their  fecurity  chiefly  confifted ;  it 
behoveid  them  to  ftop  the  progrcfs  of  a  prince,  who,  taking  advantage  of  their  prc- 
fent  (ituation,  threatened  to  drive  them  from  Isfahan;  but  the  conflifion  occa- 
fioned  byMAGHMuo's  illnefs,  was  an  infuperable  obfbicle  to  the  execution  of  any 
military  projefts.  Tbefe  circumftances  renewed  their  former  inclinations  of  revolt- 
ing ;  and  their  whole  difcourie  turned  on  the  necefllty  of  chufing  another  mafter. 

Am  AN  OLA,  tho'  confidered  as  prime- minifter  and  generalilCmo  of  the  fultan, 
being  aduated  by  refentment,  became  the  moft  active  of  all  t^e  confpirators.  He  was 
hardly  returned  to  Isfahan,  when  he  perceived  that  he  was  ftridUy  watched ;  which 
affronted  him  ib  extremely,  that  when  maghmud  returned  from  his  expedition  into 
coHRiLAN,  he  obftinately  refufed  to  pay  him  the  compliment  of  meeting  him. 
That  which  confirmed  his  opinion  of  being  an  objeft  ot  jealoufy,  excited  his  re- 
venge alio :  it  was  not  long  before  this  time,  that  he  was  infulted  to  a  great  degree. 
He  went  out  upon  a  common  occafion,  with  a  numerous  retinue,  to  perform  his 
devotions  at  his  brother's  tomb  :  Maghmud,  apprehenfive  left  he  fhould  efcape  a 
fecond  time,  lent  one  of  his  officers,  with  orders  to  pierce  with  his  lance  the  horfe 
on  which  the  general  was  mounted^. 

Am  AN  OLA  was  too  proud  to  forgive  fuch  an  aflTront.  As  foon  as  he  returned, 
be  took  the  opportunity  of  killing  ieveral  fine  horfes  belonging  to  maghmud's  (ta- 
bles-, inibmuch  that  this  prince  was  obliged  to  come  himfelf  in  peribn  to  appeafe 
him.  At  this  interview,  they  feemed  to  be  again  reconciled.  The  general  however 
meditated  the  sultan's  deftru£tion,  and  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  find  a  better 
opportunity.  His  opinion  determined  the  generality  of  the  Afghans  •,  and  the 
army  agreed  on  the  neceffity  of  chufing  a  new  ibvereign.  This  choice,  according  to 
nearnefs  of  blood,  (hould  have  fallen  on  hussein  khan,  brother  of  maghmud* 
who  was  at  that  time  in  kandahar,  and  commanded  in  the  name  of  the  fultan  : 
but  aflFairs  were  too  critically  circumftanced,  to  wait  till  his  arrival  from  (b  diftanc 
a  country,  had  the  army  been  difpofed  to  it.  Ashreff  was  the  moft  beloved,  and 
was  now  chofen  with  an  unanimous  confent. 

The  moment  this  eledion  was  proclaimed,  the  tnx^s  ran  to  their  arms.  An  order 
to  take  the  new  king  out  of  cuftody.  The  abdollees,  who  guarded  him,  difputed 
the  entrance  for  fome  time,  but  at  length  yielded. 

Ashreff 

*  This  IS  called  nachi  athema^  probably  refembling  the  anathema  of  the  hbbriws.  ^  This 

feems  to  be  a  capricious  a&ioiiy  yet  (ttch  asthegeniiux>f  the  people,  ami  the  t^npcr  of  11  aohmvd  itnden 
credible. 
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AsHREFF^  being  at  liberty,  was  proclaimed  king  of  Persia,  by  the  Afghans,  1725* 
on  the.  22d  of  april.     This  prince,  under  the  fpeciom  pretence  of  revenging  the 
death  of  his  father  mir  abdallah,  would  not  accept  theenfigns  of  royalty,  till  - 
they  brought  him  the  head  pf  tlieh*  late  fultan.     The  miferable  magh}mud,  who  hod 
very  few  hours  to  live,  according  to  nature,  fufiered  the  execution  of  his  fentence. 
Without  knowing  the  additional  misfortune  into  which  he  was  finllen  *. 

Thus  periflied,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-fcven  years,  this  deftroyer  of  one  of 
the  faireft  monarchies  of  asia,  leaving  the  world  a  fad  monument  of  human  mi- 
fery  in  the  charader  of  a  prince  and  a  conqueror.  Nature  .had  refuied  him  thofe 
external  advantages,  by  which  great  men  are  fomedmes  diftinguiflied.  He  was 
middle-fized  and  clumfy  -,  his  neck  was  fo  Ihort,  that  his  head  feemed  to  grow  to 
his  fhoulders  ;  he  had  a  broad  face,  a  flat  noTe,  and  his  beard  was  thin,  and  of  a 
red  colour;  his  looks  were  wild,  and  his  countenance  aullere  and  difagreeable ;  his 
eyes,  which  were  blue,  and  a  litde  fquinting,  were  generally  down-call,  like  a  man 
abforbed  in  deep  thought. 

He  had  made  it  a  rule  from  his  earlieft  youth,  to  fupply  by  habit  and  cuftom  his 
natural  unfitnefs  for  bodily  exerdies  :  in  this  he  fucceeded  U>  well,  that  verv  few 
excelled  him  either  in  horfemanfliip,  or  in  the  ufe  of  the  lance.  He  implied  him- 
ielf  to  military  exercifes ;  and  that  he  might  not  lofe  his  dexterity  in  wielding  the 
fabre,  he  oiten  caufed  fheep  to  be  brought  to  him  with  their  feet  tied,  and  after 
they  had  been  hung  up  he  cut  off  their  heads  at  a  blow  ^ 

To  thefe  talents,  which  were  common  to  the  generality  of  his  countrymen,  he 
joined  fome  virtues  more  worthy  of  a  fovereign.  Tho'  his  foldiers  in  their  dilcon« 
tent  were  carried  away  by  their  prejud^ses,  and  reproached  him  with  an  immode- 
rate love  of  women,  he  was  very  chafte ;  and  is  reported  to  have  had  only  one  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  ever  .conltant.  He  flepc  litde  i  and  in  his  campaigns  fuffered 
hardfhips  with  great  indifierence.  He  was  fb  vigilant,  as  often  to  vifit  the  centi- 
nels  in  the  night,  not  only  in  the  field,  but  alfo  in  Isfahan.  la  labour  he  was  in« 
defatigable,  in  danger  intrepid ;  and  what  is  properly  the  charafteriftic  of  the  man 
of  honour,  more  than  of  the  conqueror,  he  was  a  ftridt  obferver  of  his  word  towards 
thofe  for  whom  he  ever  profefled  a  friendfliip :  he  fliewed  a  great  regard  for  a  man 
ola  upon  that  account,  even  when  he  was  convinced  that  this  general  was  contriving 
his  ruin. 

These  qxialiries  procured  him  refped,  but  he  was  too  much  feared  to  be  beloved. 

His  foldiers  accufed  him  of  a  feverity  in  military  difcipline ;  they  charged  him  alfo 

with  avarice,   and  that  he  had  deprived  them  of  the  booty  for  which  they  had 

bravely 

*  It  is  faid  that  focli  a  horrid  frenzy  had  feized  luin»  that  he  tore  his  own  body  with  his  teeth ;  that  this 
rageeondnued  apon  him  for  (even  days,  and  he  was  juft  ready  to  expire  with  the  wounds  which  he  had 
given  himfelf,  when  they  pat  an  end  to  his  life.  The  jefuits  and  ecdefiaftics,  who  have  had  the  ereateft 
Siare  in  collecting  this  account,  might  aggravate  this  part  of  the  ftory ;  but  as  Providence  does,  I  believe, 
interpofe  fometimes  to  punilh  fnch  murderers,  we  may  fnppofe  that  ne  was  marked  out  as  an  example  of 
divine  vengeance.  ^  He  is  reprefented  alfo^fo  ibong,  as  to  cut  the  body  of  a  flieep  in  two  at  a  ftroke; 
but  thefe  (wcies  are  gienerally  exaggerated. 

Vol.  II.  G  g 
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i7*5,brarrfjr  encountered  the  greateft  dangers*,  but  above  all  they  couM  not  forgive  his. 
having  iaid  in  the  firft  emotions  of  his  refentment^  after  the  defeat  of  y  ezd,  chat  he 
wiflira  they  were  as  gpczt  beggars  as  when  they  ikft  came  into  fersia,  that  they 
might  fight  as  bravely  as  they  did  tlien.  They  could  perhaps  with  more  realbn> 
have  reproached  him  with  want  of  conduA,  which  was  the  chief  caufe  of  his  mif- 
carrying.  To  this  might  be  added  his  cruelty  to  his  enemies;  his  want  of  fbrti* 
wde  under  his  diigraces  i  and  if  fucceis  had  not  in  fome  meafure  juftified  his  enter- 
prize  of  conquering  isfahak»  it  would  have  appealed  rafh  and  extravagant. 

Such  was  the  man-,  whom  pofterity  will  hardly  number  among  the  caftern  heroes, 
tho*  the  blood  he  Ipiltt  and  the  miichtefs  he  created,,  will  ^ve  htm  a  rank  among 
the  ravagers  of  the  eatdi.  Hiat  inconfiderate  temerity,  which  conflituted  the  chief 
.  part  of  his  charafber,  was  fit  only  for  making  conqiiefts ;  to  fecure  them,  other  qua- 
fifications  wexe  neceflary,  which  he  did  not  pof&(s.  He  fat  only  two  years  and  si 
half  oh  the  throne  of  persi  a  :  but  this  fiiort  time  was  too  long,  for  his  reputatim  a& 
a  cooqueiot^  aodhe  died  very  feafonably  foe  the  iotereft  of  die  aechans^ 


PART 


P     A     R     T        X. 

THE 

Revolutions  op  PERSIA, 

F  R  O  M    THE 

Accession  of  ASHREFF  to  the 
throne  of  persia  in  1725, 

T  I  L  L    T  H  E 

PsAdE  CONCLUDED  B  ETWEEN  THIS    PRINCE  AND  THS 

TURKS   IN  1727. 
c   H   A   P.    I. 

CbaraSer  (t/'ashreff  :  Ids  bypocrify  and  artful  bihavimtr  tp  shah  Ha$SEiK«    iTAr 
prifMs  rf  the  Uoedy  who  bad  bem  imrdendy  buried  at  kooii.    AlRABFr  pumjbes 

ibe  con/prat ors  wbo  placed  bim  an  tbe  throne.    His  behaviour  toioards  the  bother 
of  MAGHMUD,    His  cTuelty  to  bis  own  brother^    He  endeavours  ta  render  him^ 

f elf  popular^ 

TH  E  qualifications  wanting  ia  maghmuo,  were  unitted  in  the  peribn  of  ash>»  17^5. 
REF,  who  was  juftly  confldered  as  the  propereft  perfon  to  pofieis  tbe 
throne.  He  was  naturally  HobcTy  courageous,  adive,  and  vigilant.  He 
had  been  inured  to  hardfhips  from  his  earlieft  life  ^  and  having  acquired  the  accom*^ 
plifliments  of  a  ftatefoian,  he  had  learnt  at  the  fame  time  the  art  of  diffimulation^ 
and  afFeded  being  moderate  and  upright :  among  the  eaftern  warriors  he  alfo  pafled 
for  a  confummate  general.  Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  faid,  that  in  ashreff  were 
joined  the  valour  and  milicary  virtues  of  mir  maghmud,  to  the  modeiatioa  and 
cunning  of  mir  vai  s. 

The  refiftance  which  the  partifans  of  ashreff  met  with  at  the  coyal  palace,  lerved 
as  a  pretext  for  this  new  fultan  to  remove  fome  of  his  enemies*    The  very  fame  day 

G  g  2  he 
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1715.    he  caufed  the  guards  of  the  late  fulun  to  be  put  to  the  fword;  and  the  minUters  and 
iotiinate  confidents  of  tliat  prince  underwent  the  ikme  fate. 

The  koular  agassi%  named  almas,  was  too  much  attached  to  maghmud's 
intereft  Co  imagine  he  ihould  be  excepted  out  of  the  number  of  the  profcribed; 
therefore  he  endeavoured  to  fave  himfelf  by  flight.  He  was  overtaken,  and  brought 
back  to  ISFAHAN,  where  they  put  him  to  the  rack,  in  hopes  of  obliging  him  to 
difcover  the  treafures  which  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  concealed.  The  unfortunate 
alMas  bore  the  torture  with  great  obuinacy  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  executioners  leit 
him,  he  flew  his  wife,  and  dien  ftabbed  himfelf,  to  avoid  the  repedtioh  of  fuch  un* 
worthy  and  cruel  treatment. 

'Of  all  the  officers  whom  maghmud  favoured  with  his  confidence,  none  had  done 
fb  much  honour  to  his  choice  as  almas.  He  never  ufed  the  afcendant  which  he  had 
oyer  his  mafter,  to  any  other  purpofe,  than  to  foften  the  ferocity  of  his  natural  dif- 
pofition,  and  divert  him  ft-om  barbarous  refblutions.  He  had  a  foul  generous, 
compaflionace»  and  liberal,  of  which  be.  gave  repeated  inllances :  hr  from  endea- 
vouring to  accumulate  riches,  he  even  rcfufed  to  accept  of  prefents,  though  this 
method  of  acquiring  wealth  is  authorized  by  the  pnuftice  of  asia.  The  Euro- 
peans confidered  him  as  their  protestor  ^  and  joined  the  Afghans  and  the  Per- 
sians in  bewailing  his  death.  Even  ashreff  himfelf  was  moved  at  it,  or  aflfeAed 
to  appear  fo,  in  order  to  avoid  the  cenfure,  which  the  fate  of  a  man  fo  generally 
elteemed  muft  have  thrown  upon  him  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign. 

The  firft  imprefCons  in  disfavour  of  ashreff,  were  in  fbme  meafure  efiaced  by 
his  fubfequent  condufl.  He  had  hardly  received  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  when  1^ 
waited  on  shah  hussein,  and  expatiating  on  the  ill  confluences  of  maghmud's 
ambition,  prefled  him  to  re-afcend  the  throne,  which  none  but  himfelf  could  law- 
fully £11.  The  monarch,  naturally  of  a  timid  difpofition,  was  rendered  more  cir- 
cumfpedt  by  his  prefenc  fituation,  and  quickly  fkw  into  the  artifice  of  this  new  ti- 
BERius.  He  therefore  made  anfwer,  ^^  That  he  had  too  deep  a  refped  for  the  de- 
^*  crees  of  Providence,  which  had  oblieed  him  to  abdicate  the  fupreme  power,  to 
**  accept  of  fuch  ofiers,  though  fugge&d  by  an  unexampled  generofity  -,  that  fince 
^*  he  had  defcended  from  the  throne  of  his  anceftors,  heaven  had  opened  his  eyes 
*^  in  regard  to  the  vanity,  of  human  grandeur ;  and  therefore  he  now  preferred  the 
•*  fweets  of  an  obfcure  retreat,  to  the  fplendor  of  his  former  condition,  in  which  he 
*^  had  always  experienced  an  dloy  of  bittemefs  and  fbrrow."  He  took  this  occafion 
however  to  complain  of  the  little  regard  i^ich  maghmud  fhewed  to  his  perfbnal 
wants,  and  of  the  great  cruelty  exercifed  towards  his  family  ;  then  begging  the  new 
fultan  to  be  kinder  to  him,  he  invited  him,  after  the  example  of  his  predeceflbr,  to 
marry  one  of  the  princefles  his  daughters. 

Shah  hvssein  having  thus  folkrited  his  enemy  to  pofleis  his  throne,  without  he- 
fitation  granted  him  a  formal  z&,  of  abdication.  Ashreff  then  took  the  title  of 
king,  and  to  convince  shah  hussein  of  the  regard  he  paid  to  his  reprefentations, 
he  allowed  him  fifty  tomans  ^  a  week  for  his  houfhold ;  whereas^  in  the  former 

itign 
f  Chief  of  the  flaves.  ^  An  hundred  twenty-five  pounds. 
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reign,  no  more  had  been  paid  monthly.     He  likewife  gave  him  the  direftionof    1725, 
the  buildings,  which  were  carrying  on  within  the  inclofure  of  the  palace ;  and  after 
repudiating  his  wife,  he  married  one  of  the  princefies  his  daughters*  whom  M  aghmud 
had  left  in  the  harram,  cogther  with  other  females  of  the  royal  blood. 

To  render  the  memory  of  his  predcceflbr  odious,  as  well  as  to  alleviate  the  af- 
fi]6tion  of  the  unfortunate  hussbin,  asfiileff  caufed  the  dead  bodies  of  the  princest 
who  were  ftill  left  above  gfound  in  the  court  where  they  had  been  maflacred,  to  be 
put  into  coffins,  and  conveyed  at  his  own  expence%  with  funeral  pomp  to  koom^ 
the  ancient  burying  place  of  the  Persian  kings.  *  With  this  melancholy  caravan, 
he  fent  ^me  rich  carpets  to  decorate  the  maufoleums,  and  a  thoufand  tomans  to  be 
diftributed  among  the  dervifees,  and  poor  of  the  place.  The  caravan  was  received 
at  the  gates  of  the  palace  by  great  numbers  of  people,  who  attended  the  proceffion* 
with  all  the  tokens  of  the  deepeft  forrow,  to  the  nirther  end  of  the  fuburbs  ;  after 
which,  it  was  conveyed  under  an  efcort  of  Afghans  to  koom,  where  the  fccne  of 
lamentation  was  again  renewed. 

The  officer  who  commanded  at  koom,  depofited  the  bodies  in  the  mofque,  and 
Ihewed  a  great  regard  to  the  afghan  commander,  who  had  attended  the  convoy  ; 
but  in  compliance  with  the  Persian  cuftom  of  abufing  the  meilengers  of  bad  news, 
a  GEORGIAN  of  thc  Company  was  very  ill  treated  *. 

AsHREFF  had  not  been  eight  days  upon  the  throne,  when  he  ihewed  by  a  bold 
flroke  of  policies,  that  he  looked  upon  his  authority  as  perfedly  eftablifhed.  He 
ordered  thole  who  were  concerned  in  the  conlpiracy  which  placed  him  on  the  throne, 
to  be  arretted  -,  and  aflfefting  the  appearance  of  juftice  in  preference  to  gratitude,  he 
confifcated  all  their  eftates,  put  fomc  of  them  to  death,  and  imprifoncd  the  reft. 
Thus  under  the  colour  of  juftice,  this  prince  endeavoured  to  eftablilh  his  own  iccu- 
rity ;  but  he  had  alfo  a  further  aim.  By  this  blow,  he  removed  feveral  of  the 
principal  officers,  whofe  turbulent  and  enterprizing  fpirit  rendered  them  objeAs  of* 
jealoufy  -,  he  likewife  filled  his  coffers  with  the  riches  which  the  conipirators  had 
^^cquired  fince  the  taking  of  Isfahan. 

The  proud  am  an  ola,  who  had  pretended  to  Ihare  the  throne  with  maohmud, 
was  among  the  number  of  thofe  who  periihed  ;  the  confideration  of  his  daring  in-^ 
trepidity,  as  well  as  of  his  riches,  haftened  his  fate.     He  had  been  generaliffimo 
and  prime  minifter  of  the  ufurper,  and  theie  employments  afforded  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  glutting  his  avarice ;  fo  that  his  treafures  were  hardly  inferior  to  thoie  of 
the  crown.     This  will  not  appear  improbable,  if  it  be  confidered  that  the  very  pre-- 
ients  which  he  received  at  his  entering  upon  the  miniftry^  amounted  to  nine  thou- 
fand tomans  %  and  that  he  obuined  the  confifcated  eftttes  of  moft  of  the  Persian 
k>rds  who  had  been  maflacred  under  the  laft  reign. 

An 

^  They  were  carried  on  camels.  ^  Some  accounts  fay  his  eyes  were  cot  oot,  which  feems  to 

be  fo  uojuft  and  barbarous  an  a6i]on«  as  hardly  to  be  credible,  lince  this  perfon  was  in  no  degree  faulty. 
'  Twenty-two  thoofand  five  hundred  pounds. 
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1725.  An  INDIAN  of  CABUL9  fbrmerljr  governor  of  the  late  foltani  and  afterwards 
raifed  to  the  dignity  of  high  prieft  %  was,  next  to  aman  ola,  the  richeft  man  at 
court.  Bj  his  prudence,  and  the  ftrength  of  his  genius,  he  pafled  for  a  lecond 
ZOROASTER  among  the  credulous  vulgar,  who  attributed  the  greateft  part  of  the 
fuccefs  of  the  war  to  his  forccry.  The  refpeft  which  maghmud  paid  him,  increafed 
his  credit ;  for  this  prince  did  nothing  without  his  advice,  continuing  to  behave  «>- 
-  wards  him  in  the  fame  refpe&ful  manner  as  when  he  was  under  his  tuition  :  he  al- 
V^ays  advanced  half  way  to  meet  him,  with  his  arms  crofled  on  his  breaft  i  he  then 
kiSkd  his  hands,  and  never  attempted  to  take  his  place  till  this  Indian  was  &r& 
ieated. 

From  thefe  circumftances,  there  was  no  reai<m  to  believe  that  the  mxangi  was 
concerned  in  the  confpiracy ;  he  was  not  indeed  fufpeAed  of  any  fuch  defign  ^  but 
liis  great  poi&ffions,  fo  much  out  of  charafirer  for  a  prieft,  rendered  him  guilty. 
AsHRBFF  however  went  no  farther  than  the  confifcating  of  his  eftaje  ^  he  even  pro- 
mifcd  to  fend  him  back  by  the  firft  opportunity  to  kandahar,  with  as  much  money 
as  he  ihould  have  occafion  for,  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  quiet. 

The  reputation  which  zeberdest  khan  had  acquired  by  the  fiege  of  shirass, 
and  his  prudent  conduct  in  the  government  of  that  city,  which  had  been  conferred 
on  him  by  maghmud,  exempted  him  alfoln  fome  degree  from  the  face  of  the  reft. 
His  perfon  however  was  feized,  and  his  goods  conBfcated :  but  the  fultan  being 
ienfihte  of  his  moderation  and  nsilitary  abilities,  fent  him  foon  after  to*  his  govern- 
ment, with  a  liberty  of  taking  twenty  thouiand  tomans  ^  out  of  his  own  confifcated 
eftate. 

This  general  was  the  only  one  that  had  his  liberty  reftored  to  him  i  and  of  all 
the  peHbns  of  note  either  in  the  army  or  at  court,  none  but  seidal,  the  fame 
whom  SHAH  TiSHMAS  had  lately  routed,  and  mahommed  nischan,  grand  mafter 
of  the  ceremonies,  remained  vnmolefted,  either  in  their  peribns  or  effects.  The 
latter  bad  always  been  upon  terms  of  friendihip  with  ashreff,  and  was  the  chief 
perfon  who  folicited  his  return  from  kandahar. 

Maohmvd's  mother  had  ftooped  to  marry  a  fimple  officer  of  the  guards,  and 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  quit  her  own  country,  till  her  nephew  ashreff  was 
upon  the  point  of  fetting  out  for  Isfahan.  The  defire  of  feeing  her  fbn  in  all 
the  fplendor  of  his  regal  power,  then  determined  her  to  undertake  the  journey. 
The  PERSIANS,  fo  much  accuftomed  to  pomp  and  fhew,  were  greatly  furprized  to 
lee  the  widow  of  the  famous  mir  vais,  and  the  mother  of  their  fovereign,  mounted 
on  one  of  the  camels  of  the  caravan,  and  emiering  the  capital  of  a  kingdom,  fubjedt 
to  her  ion,  without  attendants. 

The  entreaties  which  this  lady  had  ufed,  to  prevail  on  ashreff  to  return  into 
PERSIA,  were  not  the  only  marks  of  her  afFcftion  t6wards  him;  it  was  chiefly  at 
her    folicitation  that  magamud  fpared  his  life.     Gratitude  for  benefits  received 

iekbm 

*The  perfon  whom  the  turki  call  mufti,  and' the  FsastANs  mvllab  bashi,  the  Afghans 
nominate  ui  anoi.  *  Fifty  thoufand  pounds.  ^ 


Chap.I.  SULTAN    A9HRE*^F.  t^* 

feldom  makes  fuch  deep  imprefllons,  as  to  prevent  our  refentments,  when  thofe  be- 1.725.. 
nefits  ceaie.  On  the  contrary,  among  men  df  bafe  minds,  it  adds  a  poignancy  to 
real  or  imaginary  injuries.  No  fboner  was  ashrbff  feated  on  the  throne,  than  he 
caufed  this  lady  to  be  confined  a  whdie  night  in  the  palace-yard,  where  the  dead 
bodies  of  the  princes,  maflacred  by  her  fon,  ftill  lay  above  ground.  It  was  pre- 
fumed  this  punifhnient  was  infli&ed  for  her  bavmg  refctfed  to  folicit  his  rc^leafement* 
He  did  not  however  intend  to  carry  his  refentment  farther  :  for  after  thifr  wanton 
penance,  he  treated  her  with  kindnef$,  and  in  ai  manner  fuitabte  to  hit  rdrik,  pro- 
tnifing  to  fend  her  with  a  confiderable  trea&re  to  slandarah* 

Ths  ieverity,  which  ashrbff  (hewed  to  his  yoii0ger  brotbef^  was  nmeb  greater. 
This  prince,  being  apprehenfive  that  according  to  the  cuftom  of  pehsia  he  fhouU: 
be  confined  in  the  feragUo,  tried  to  'make  his  efcape  to  klakdahaa.  Being  taken> 
he  was  deprived  of  his  fight,  and  then  fitut  up  in  the  very  place  to  which  he  had 
fhewn  fo  great  an  averfion«  A  fon  of  maghmud,  yet  in  his  cradle,  was  created  in 
the  fame  manner ;  and  as  the  mother,  who  was  then  pregnant,  furvived  the  fiiltan 
her  hufband  only  eight  days,  it  waa  prefomed  that  this  {)rince(s  was  pdifoned  by  the 
orders  of  the  new  king. 

Such  a  feries  of  cruelty  did  not  alienate  the  itiind^  of  the  people.  They  boked 
vtpon  the  misfortune  of  thofe  princes,  with  the  maflStcre-  of  the  guards,,  miniflers, 
and  favourites  of  maghmud,  as  an  a6b  of  prudence,*  authorized  by  cuftom  :  whilft 
the  juftice  which  appeared  in  punifhing  t-he  conipiraCbrs,  made  his  condudt  pafs  for 
an  »%  of  generofity.  Thus  the  new  fultan  iecuiH^  his^  power,  and  took  poflefTion 
€>f  almoft  all  the  riches  that  had  been  amafled  in  the  pillaging  of  isfahah,  without 
forfeiting  his  reputation  for  moderadon  and  equity. 

AsHREFF  waif  indeed  ambitious  of  the  affe€lion,.  mH  only  of  the  people  of  hid 
own  country,  but  Ukewife  of  the  Persians.  For  this  purpofe,  immediately  upoa 
his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  he  diftributed  money  among  his  foldiers  ;  and  eftabUlhed 
fi>  exaft  a  difcipline,  that  the  fhops  were  aQ  kept  open  by  his  orders,  from  At  very 
evening  of  maghmud^s  death. 

He  impofed  no  new  tax,  neither  on  the  native  nor  foi«eigners»  but  contented 
himfelf  with  caufing  the  £ums  which  maghmud  had  reftored  during  his  illnefs,  to- 
be  brought  back  to  the  exchequer ;  pretending,,  that  as  this  prince  wgs  then  ckli- 
liousy  fxxh  donations  were  not  valid.  • 


CHAR 
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CHAP.      II. 

AsHREPF  endeavours  to  obtain  the  acknowledgment  of  bis  foverelgniy  in  kakdahar. 
Reforms  a  dejlgn  offeizing  the  perfon  of  shah  tahmas%  takes  koom,  and  maf- 
facres  the  Persian  lordsj  who  bad  Mfckfed  bis  defigns  upon  tmhha%. 

tJ^S*  A  SHREFF  having  thus  fettled  affairs  in  the  capital,  began  to  eftablifh  his  au- 
j|^  thority  in  the  more  diftant  parts  of  the  empire.  His  &ft  care  was  to  obtain 
an  acknowledgment  of  his  fovereignty  in  the  kingdom  of  kandahar.  With  this 
view,  he  privately  fent  feveral  officers  with  orders  to  join  all  his  party  in  the  coon- 
try,  in  oixler  to  excite  fome  difturbance,  by  means  of  which  they  might  feize  or 
deftroy  hussein  khan,  the  brother  of  the  late  ufurper  maghmud.  What  ftcps 
^ofe  emifiaries  took  on  this  occafion,  are  not  known ;  but  it  is  ceruin  that  the  at- 
tempt proved  abortive. 

The  new  king  did  not  fucceed  better  in  a  fcheme  of  greater  importance.  He 
had  hardly  pafled  from  the  prilbn  to  the  throne,  when  he  availed  himfelf  of  the 
correfpondence  into  which  he  had  entered  with  shah  TiCHMAS,  to  make,  a  vi- 
gorous effort  to  leize  the  peribn  of  this  prince  his  competitor.  He  could  not  im- 
poie  on  the  father  by  an  offer  of  the  diadem,  but  he  fent  a  magnificent  embafly  to 
the  fbn,  making  almoft  the  fame  propofals.  The  deputies  had  orders  to  explain 
to  Ti£HMAs  what  had  paffed  relating  to  this  fubjeft;  to  perfuade  him  that  their 
mafter  perfifted  in  thefe  fendments  ;  and  that  he  defired  a  place  might  be  appointed 
for  an  interview,  to  regulate  their  refpedive  interefts,  fb  that  they  might  jointly  en- 
gage in  fuch  meafures  as  were  mofl:  fuitable  to  re-eftabliOi  peace  and  good  order 
in  the  empire.  Thefe  deputies  were  charged  with  a  prefent  for  t^ehmas,  often 
beautiful  horfes  richly  caparifoned,  like  thofe  which  the  kings  of  Persia  ufiially 
ride. 

At  the  iame  time,  the  artful  ashreff  difpatched  circular  letters  to  every  place 
which  acknowledged  the  authority  of  t^chmas,  to  notify  his  pacific  meafures  to 
the  commanding  officers,  and  to  aflure  them  that  the  Afghans  would  commit  no 
aft  of  hoftility  before  this  mterview. 

While  the  embafladors  were  upor^  the  road,  t^chmas  not  knowing  of  the  death 
of  MAGHMUD,  was  advanced  as  far  as  cash  an.  Here  he  met  with  seidal,  who 
.  flattering  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  revenge,  had  marched  with  a  more  numerous 
body  of  forces  than  he  had  with  him  at  his  former  defeat.  Thefe  two  armies  at- 
tacked each  other  with  great  vigor  •,  but  fortune  having  declared  a  fecond  time 
againft  the  Afghans,  they  were  compelled  to  give  way,  and  at  length  were  to* 
tally  routed. 

Ashreff  however  determined  to  purfue  his  political  fchemes.  The  Persian 
lords,  already  mentioned,  ventured  to  write  jointly  to  TifiHMAS,  informing  him  of 

the 

*  TiEHMAs  is  called  shah  and  prince  ihdifi«rently ;  he  had  taken  the  name  of  shah  as  already 
pientioncdi  tho'  his  r^gal  authority  c^n  hardly  be  faid  \fi  hair^  been  eftabliihed; 
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the  death  of  the  ufurper,  and  of  what  had  paflcd  fince  that  time  at  Isfahan.  And  1725. 
<js  they  were  apprehenfive,  that  the  real  motive  of  the  propoled  interview  was  10 
draw  this  prince  into  a  fnare,  they  recommended  to  him  to  be  upon  his  guard. 
Unluckily  for  t/ehmas,  and  yet  more  for  his  adherents,  the  bearer  of  this  letter 
Was  (lopped  by  fbme  of  the  Afghans  that  were  retfeating  ^fter  the.  engagement, 
and  carried  before  SEl DAL  •,  this  general  feized  the  difpatches,  and  upon  his  arrival 
at  ISFAHAN  delivered  the  meflenger,  together  with  the  letters  found  upon  him,  intO 
the  hands  g(  ashreff. 

In  the  mean  while  the  deputies  returned  with  an  anlwer,  that  tAehmas,  who 
had  retired  towards  casbIn,  had  chofen  the  plains  of  vArameh  *,  for  the  interview. 
Ashreff  fet  out  immediately  with  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  nlen\  and  arrived 
firft  at  the  place  of  aflignation.  Ti«rtMAS  was  advancing^,  without  any  miftruft, 
"with  no  more  than  three  thoufand  men  ;  when  he  received  advice,  that  ashreI^i^ 
was  followed  by  a  much  greater  number  of  troops  than  they  had  mutually  agreed, 
to  take  for  their  efcort.  This  intelligence  opened  TiEHMAs's  eyes,  but  the  defire 
tJf  being  revenged  of  th^ir  perfidy,  and  the  confidence  he  had  acquired  by  his  late 
vidtories,  teihpted  him  to  try  the  ibrtuqe  of  a  battle. 

The  troops  be  had  with  him  were  of  two  difierent  iorts,  peksians  ^  and  kha^ 
JARS.     The  latter,  who  were  the  mod  numerous^  infifted,  that  in  confidcration  of 
their  great  ferviccs,  the  prince  would  promife,  that  in  cafe  of  fucccfs,  the  athe- 
Mat  doulbt  ihould  be  always  chofen  from  their  bod/.  The  is;£2^£LBAdHs  oppofed 
fuch  an  innovadon.     The  difpute,  which  ieetned  to  bie  very  ill-timed,  divided  thf^r. 
little  army  into  two  oppofite  tadUoas.-   Tahaias  perceiving  that  his  authority  Was 
too  fecfak  to  quaih  the  difturbance,  refolved  to  retreat  t  but  his  curiofity  prevailidg 
over  fear*  he  ke^  only  a  thoufand  nten  with  him^  and  ordered  amuh  aslav 
KHAN  %  one  of  his  general  officers^  to  march  with  the  other  two  thooland^  to  recon- 
noitre the  AFGHANS^     This  general  had  foon  demonftrative  proofs  of  what  he  was 
fent  todifcover  :  the  afghAvTs  having  already  pafied  the  limits  agmd  upon^  werd 
in  full  march  %  and  the  number  and  dtfpofition  of  their  troops  plainly  fliewed  thar 
-  their  defign  was  to  furround  the  shah.     The  khan  immediately^  difpatched  feme* 
horfmen  to  acquaint  this  prince,  that  nothing  but  a  ipeedy  flight  could' fave  him 
from  the  treachery  of  the  enemy. 

Tm^  advice  arrived  at  the  very  Interval  that  ashreff  had  detached  a  body  ctf« 
two  thoufafid  five  hundred  men,  with  orders  to  make  a  winding,  and  cut  off  the 
prince's  retivat*     Tabiaas  perceiving  this  danger^  abandoned  his  trtyops,  and  fled? 
to  T SHIRAN,  attended  <nAy  by  two  hundred  men.    AiitTR  asIian  khan,  who  wast 
fbon  hemmed  in  l:>y  the  Afghans,  put  himlelf  in  a  pofture  of  defence.     The  engage- 
ment, was  obftinate,  but  this  brave  general,  after  twice  repulfing  his  enemies,  gave  way 
to  numbers  ;  he  was  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  cruflied,  when  the  approach  of 
night  preferved  him,  and  as  many  of  his  foldiers  as  could  fave  themlelves  by  flight, 

.  and 

*  This  t)Iace  is  called  xdOM  an^  tjEHiKAn%  **  This  was  in  the  beginning  of  august  this 

year.  ^  Kszelbachs.  *  This  was  the  mah  hy  whofeorde/s  the  sairxsH  fadlory  was 

pillaged  in  RESHi>ia  ^48.  Vbh  I. 
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1725.     and  the. favour  of  the   neighbouring   motintains.      In  a  few  days  he  arrived  at 

TiSHIRAN. 

T-fliHMAS,  who  had  retired  thither,  being  apprchenGve  left  the  enemy  (bould  fal- 
low him,  continued  his  march  with  great  expedition  into  mazand£&an.  The 
ruggedncfs  of  the  mountains,  which  furround  this  province,  has  often  rendered  ir 
the  aflyjum  of  the  Persian  kings  :  here  this  prince  took  (helter,  followed  by  his 
general  amur  aslan  khan,  and  thofe  whofe  horfes  could  bear  the  fatigue  of  la 
precipitate  a  march.  The  prudence  of  this  condud  was  foon  proved  by  the  events 
AsHREFF,  being  perfuaded  that  TituMAS  was  ftill  at  TitHiRAN,  refolved  to  furprizc 
him  before  he  could  have  time  to  remove  from  thence.  With  this  intent,  he  com- 
pelled the  peafants  to  fcrve  him  as  guides,  and  loon  appeared  with  his  army  before 
the  walls  of  the  town.  Upon  difcovering  that  t^ehmas  was  fled,  he  ordered  his 
troops  to  attack  the  place ;  but  the  belieged  behaved  fo  well,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  abandon  his  enterprize. 

BEiNG^greatly  irritated  at  his  difappointment,  and  the  laborious  march  he  had 
inade  in  vain,  ashreff  direded  his  courfe  fouthward  towards  sava,  which  furren* 
.  dcred  by  capitulation.  He  afterwards  marched  to  koom,  a  city  of  great  import- 
ance, and  before  which  he  muft  in  all  probability  have  mifcarried,  had  the  inhabi- 
tants been  prepared  for  his  reception ;  but  the  want  of  provifion  obliged  them: 
to  capitulate,  nfter  a  fiege  of  eight  days.  The  fultan  more  politic  than  his  pne- 
decef&r,  obferved  the  conditteas  of  his  treaties  very  ftridly.  By  the  redudion  of 
KOOM,  he  became  mafter  of  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  three  ele[rfiants  :  he  al^ 
found  ^ome  treafure  belonging  to  TiCHMAS,  togatbcr  with  the  wife,  and  part  of  the 
court  of  this  prince.  .  However,  his  fortune  here  did  not  compenlate  for  the  failure 
of  his  plot ;  and  he  returned  to  Isfahan  vexed  at  bis  diiappointofient,  and  not  lefs 
uneafy  at  the  accounts  he  received  of  the  new  enteq>rizes  of  the  ottobiaic  court. 

Thjb  apprAenfion  t?f  being  charged  ^with  crueky,  which  had  rendered  the  me- 
mory of  his  predeceffor  fo  odious,  was  the  only  motive  which  had  induced  the  ful- 
tan to  fpare  the  lives  of  the  authors  of  the  letter  already,  mentioned^  and  though 
this  had  been  intercepted,  it  was  prefumed  that  others  of  the  fame  nature  might 
have  raifed  a  fufpicion  of  his  deHgns.  However,  he.  now  thought  it  eilential  to  his 
prefcrvation  to  exterminate  this  remnant  of  the  nobility,  from  an  apprehenfion  that 
fie  ihould  ever  be  fubjed  to  their  treafonable  correfpohdency.  Accordingly  he- 
aflfeiiibkd  them  at  his  country-palace  of  ferhabad,  under  pretence  of  ahunting-^ 
match  ;  and  having  convided  them  of  holding  a  corre^xMidence  with  hia  enemies^, 
be  condemned  them  to  be  beheaded ;  which  fentence  was  exeoued  upon  die  ipoL. 


CHAP. 
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CHAR      III 

J^ealh  of  P'ETtK  the  6reAt.  Depldrahle  fiate  of  the  Persian  monarchy,  ^he  tuhk^ 
take  TAVRis  arid  CAHj  A.  Achmed  basha  takes  pojfcjfion  of  loristan.  D/- 
vijion  among  the  BACfiARrs.  Tbt  vaLi  ^loristan  nkika  an  incurjion  into  the 
territoryofBAtiDAr.  '    . 

THE  conqucfti  which  the  tuRits  had  made  the  preceding  year,  and  the  indo-  '7^5* 
lence  into  which  the  Russians  feemed  to  have  fallen,  with  refpeft  topERSiAt 
gave  the  former  a  fuperiority,  at  which  their  new  allies  began  to  take  umbrage* 
The  inconveniencies  which  the  porte  apprehended  in  waging  war  againft  the  Af- 
ghans, on  account  of  their  being  sunnis,  and  the  very  name  of  the  emperor  of 
RUSSIA,  kept  them  in  the  refolution  of  adhering  to  their  engagements,  when  they 
received  notice  of  the  death  of  that  monarch.  General  romanzoff  %  envoy  extra- 
ordinary of  RUSSIA  for  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  commiflary  for  regulating 
the  limits  in  Persia,  was  lenfible  of  the  difEculties  which  this  accident  would  create 
in  the  execution  of  his  commifTion.  However,  he  kept  his  own  counfel^  and  en* 
deavpured  to  perfuade  the  turks,  that  the  emprefs  catharjke  had  adopted  fuch 
meafures,  as  would  prevent  the  death  of  his  much  lamented  matter  from  making 
ar\y  alteration  in  the  fyftem  of  affairs  in  the  russiak  empire. 

The  grand  vizir  pretended  to  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  he  faid  ;  and  de* 
clared  that  the  intention  of  the  grand  sionior  was  to  conform  exa£Uy  to  the  en- 
gagements,, which  he  had  entered  into  with  the  deceafed  monarch  ;  and  therefore, 
he  would  immediately  difpatch  the  commiilaries,  who  were  to  regulate  the  limits 
upon  the  (pot.  Nevcrthelefs,  under  the  pretence  of  putting  the  porte  in  poflef- 
fion-of  the  provinces,  which  were  fillen  to  her  fhare  by  the  partition  treaty,  the 
vizir  had  no  other  view  than  to  extend  the  frontiers  of  the  ottoman  empire. 
For  this;  purpofe,  he  made  extraordinary  preparations,  that  the  armies  which  were 
to  adt  againft  Persia,  might  be  in  a  condition  of  making  new  conquefts. 

This  diftreflcd  monarchy  was  thus  a  prey  to  feveral  different  enemies  at  one  and 
the  fame  time.  The  porte  had  ftripped  her  of  Georgia,  of  almoft  all  Armenia, 
andpartJof  adbrbeitzan.  The  czar  was  mafter  of  all  the  weftern  coaft  of  the 
CASPIAN,  except  shamakie  \  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the  lesgees.  Khora-- 
SAN,  KHERMAN,  KANDAHAR,  and  the  govemmcnts  of  ISFAHAN  and  shirass,  were 
in  the  power  of  the  afghAns  or. their  aflbciates,  The  authority  of  shah  t^h-  . 
mas  was  acknowlegcd  only  in  mazanderan,  astrabad,  and  fome  few  places 
of  IRAC  agemi.  The  reft  of  the  provinces  which  had  not  openly  revolted,  either 
defpifed  the  orders  of  this  prince,  or  formed  independent  armies,  which  attacked 
indifcriminately  the  Russians,  the  turk6,  and  the  afqhaNs. 

•  These  troubles  foon  reached  fome  of  the  provinces  lately  conquered  by  the 
Turks.  The  fovereign  ^  of  the  lesgees,  who  had  put  himfelf  under  the  proteftion 
of  the  PORTE,  fhook  off  this  new  yoke,  and  attacked  hahdgee  daoud,  who  held 

H    h    2  SHA- 

•  I  am  not  iure  that  he  was  at  this  time  a  general,  though  he  was  fo  iftcrwards.  *>  This  city 

flood  a  few  leagues  inland.  '  Ovsmax. 
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1725.  SHAMAKiE  under  the  ottomav  dominion.  The  province  of  shirvan  was  thus 
divided  between  thefe  two  parties,  and  the  submkall  of  the  lesgees,  who  had 
fubmitted  to  the  authority  of  the  russiai^  emperor  ;  but  all  of  them  pillaged 
at  laro;e. 


*o^ 


Whilst  the  lesqees  gave  proof  of  their  inconftaocy,  the  janiilaries-of  thegar- 
rifon  of  ERiVAN  mutinied  againit  arifi  achmed,  who  was  wounded  in  the  fray, 
and  faved  himfelf  by  flight.  In  confequence  of  diis  revolt^  they  plundered  his  pa- 
lace, and  the  grand  signior's  cheft.  This  infurredion  was  not  attoided  with 
thofe  eflfeds  which  might  naturally  be  apprehended.  The  troops  (boa  repented  of 
the  violences  they  had  committed,  and  returned  to  their  duty :  they,  facrificed  the 
authors  of  the  dilorder ;  and  brought  their  general  home  in  triumph.  The  porte^. 
however,  always  difpofcd  to  fliew  a  particular  regard  to  the  jaiuflarics,  appointed 
ARIFI  ACHMED  to  the  government  of  erivan  ;  but  gave  the  command  of  tli^  army 

to  SAVI  MUSTAFA,  BASHA  of  EZEROUM. 

The  camp^gn  was  opened  in  may,  and  abderrahmabt  bec,  IbnofABOAL* 
LAHjcovPROLi,  BASHA  of  VAN,  gained  fome  advantM^  over  the  Persians,  oa 
the  fide  of  tavris.  After  which  he  made  himfelf  ma&r  of  the  city  of  marand,. 
and  of  the  ibrtrels  of  zenous,  without  any  relUfauioe. 

• 

About  this  time  latif  khan,  a  nephew  of  shah  hussein,  upottthecre(Utofhis 
aftrologers,  appeared  before  hamadan  with  Home  troops,  and  according  to  their 
predi£lion  he  entered  the  town,  but  in  a  difitrent  manner  from  what  he  expefbed  ; 
&r  he  was  carried  off  by  a  detachment  belonging  to  the  garrifon^  and  kd  into  the 
cky  as  a  priibner  of  war. 

These  advantages  were  foHowod  by  conquefts  of  greater  importance.  The  porte^ 
not  having  fucceeded  againft  tavris,  determined  to  fend  a  fufficient  number  of 
troc^s  to  reduce  that  place,  where  the  number  of  inhabitants  fit  to  bear  arms  was 
very  large ;  and  who,  from  a  generous  relblution  of  defending  themfelves  to  the 
laft  extremity,  had  fent  their  families  and  mod  valuable  efFe6b  into  the  mountains 
of  G MILAN.  The  command  of  the  army  defigned  againft  this  city  was  given  to 
ABDALLAH  KOUPROLi,  BASHA  of  VAN  :  clcven  thoufand  TARTARS,  who palled ovep 
into  ASIA,  by  the  way  of  Constantinople^  were  ordered  to  join  him  ;  and  alfa 
the  BXGLERBEG  of  NATOLiA,  With  the  troops  of  his  government.  This  general 
having  colleded  a  body  of  feventy  thoufand  men,  did  not  think  it  necei&ry  to 
watt  for  thefe  reinforcements ;  but  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  the 
thirtieth  of  july  appeared  before  this  great  city. 

The  PERSIAN  general  did  not  wait  within  ruinous  walls,  but  took  the  field  as  ' 
foon  as  the;TURKs  appeared  in  fight.     His  army  confided  chiefly  of  the  inhabitants^ 
who  underftood  the  ufe  'of  arms,  but  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  military  difci- 
pHne ;  however,  they  determined  to  force  their  enemies  to  an  engagemeiK»  before 
they  had  time  to  intrench  themfelves* 

The 
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Thk  BASHAfaw  into  their  de(ig|i:  as  foon  as  he  perceived  that  the  number  of  1735^ 
diofe  who  bad  marched  out  of  the  town  amounted  to  twenty  or  thirty  thouiand 
men,  in  refentment  of  what  had  palled  the  preceding  yeart  he  fell  on  them  with 
the  fury  of  an  enraged  enemy.  The  Persians  flood  their  ground  v  and  freih  fuc- 
cours  continually  pouring  in,  they  fought  oa  both  fides  with  equal  brai^ry  till 
night,  when  the  psrsians,  being  routed  on  every  fide,  flung  themfelves  in  thft- 
Wtmoft  confufion  into  the  town. 

The  TURKS  were  fo  eager  in  the  purfutt,  that  they  cfitered  pell-n^ell  with  them^ 
and  the  fight  was  renewed  with  incredible  obftinacy.  The  inhabitants  had  thrown 
up  intrenchmeno  in  the  nine  difierent  quarters,  of  which  this  great  city  was  compofed^. 
and  defended  themfelves  with  the  fame  bravery  and  refblution,  which  they  had  hi* 
therto difplayed on  alloccafionsS  The  turks  were. four  days  and  nights  before 
they  made  theralBves  maflers  of  feven  of  thofe  entrenchments,  notwichflanding  they 
made  repeated  aflaults :  at  length,  on  the  third  of  auoust,  about  twenty  thoufand. 
men,  who  had  retired  to  the  two  lafl  entrenchments,  finding  themfelves  unable  to 
hold  out  any  longer,  ofiered  to  capitulate ;  in  confequence  of  which,  they  were  per^ 
mitted  to  retire  to  ARD£ViLiB,  with  what  efie&s  they  could  carry  with  them. 

Few  fieges  have  been  fb  bloody  as  this.  The  pbrsiai^s  lofi:  near  thirty  thoufand^ 
■len,  and  the  titrks  about  twenty  thoufand  \  among  whom  were  osman  basha  o£ 
OVRVA,  who  commanded  the  right  wing  of  the  army,  the  basha  of  cARAMANiAi. 
and  many  other  ofiicecs  of  diftiiiftion» 

The  news  of  fb  important  a  conqueft,  was  an  agreeable-  furprize  to  the  grand< 
siONiOR;  and  the  more^  as  it  was  hardly  believed  that  abdallah  kouproli  had. 
as  yet  undertaken  the  fiege.     Soon  after,  the  fbnrefs  of  lore  furrendered  to  savi 
MUSTAFA.     The  basha  of  BA€DAT  made  himfelf  mafler  of  ieveral  fmalLtowns  \ 
jituated  within  a  few  days  journey  of  ham  ad  an,  in  the  road  to  r^A^AN. 

NoxmKo  more  was  wanting  to  complete  the  fatisfaAion  of  the  ottoman  court, 
than  to  be  revenged  of  the  affkont  which  one  of  her  generals  had  received  before 
the  walls  of  ganja,  in  1723.  SAVr  mustafa,  who  had  conquered  lore,  was. 
charged  with  this  new  expedition :  towards  the  end  of  august,  he  befieged  the 
place  with  an  army  of  forty  thoufand  men,  and  after  two  days  refinance,  the  cosn-^ 
maading  officer  furrendered  by  capitulation. 

Savi  mustafa  then  marched  into  shirvan,  in  hopes  to  fubdue  the  lesgees  ; 
but  he  did  not  fucceed  in  this  expedition :  for  the  weather  fctting  in  very  fharp, 
his  foldiers  defertedin  fuch  great  numbers,  that  he  was  obliged  to  retire.  To  make 
amends  for  this  difappointment,  ahr  fubmitted  voluntarily,  to  ABi>ALLAH  basha, 
who  confirmed  the  governor  in  his  office. 

WnitsT; 

*  The  taking  of  tav^is,  as  thas  related  by  the  turkf,  feenM  to  be  exaggerated  with  regard  to  the 
aamber  and  bravery  of  the  FBRsiANSy  as  if  they  meant  by  this  circuiBftance  to  render  the  conqueft  the 
more  difiia^uiOied.  ^  Thefe  are  called  assistant  CEANCKRff,  rirovxabau,  places  whkb  1; 

do  not  find  in  any  map,  (0  imperfe£i  are  thefe  with  scCj^cQL  to  via  si  ik. 
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lyiS'  Whilst  this  general  and  savi  mustafa  were  carrying  on  their  conqucfts  in  the 
northern  provinces,  a  third  army  was  ordered  by  the  porte  to  force  their  way  id 
ISFAHAK.  This  was  commanded  by  achmed,  now  basha  of  bagdat,  who  avail* 
ing  himfelf  of  the  prefent  circumftanccs,  had  entered  loristan,  and  was  advancing 
towards  HOkOMABAO,  capital  *  of  the  .country. 

Alt  merdan  khav,  vali  of  this  province,  was  in  no  condition  to  make  head 
againft  the  enemy,  for  all  his  troops  did  not  exceed  fifteen  thoufand  men  :  he  there- 
fore retired  into  chusistan.  His  example  was  followed  by  the  inhabitants  of  ho- 
ROMABAD,  infomuch  that  when  achmed  appeared  before  this  town,  he  found  it 
entirely  abandoned.  He  entered  without  refiftance,  and  with  the  fame  facility  fub* 
<iucd  the  reft  of  the  province. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  bash  a  of  Mosul  made  incurfions  into  the  country  of  the 
BACTiARis  ^  with  a  body  of  troops  fubjed  to  the  orders  of  achmed.  Thefe  pco- 
pie  were  divided  into  two  tribes,  one  called  cahar  lino,  and  the  other  bfh  lino  i 
they  pretend,  that  under  constantinb  the  great  they  embraced  the chriftian  rcli-» 
gion,  which  they  have  fince  renounced.  They  live  all  the  year  in  tenUi^  It  is  faidf 
that  the  bactiaris  joined  lo  the  lorians,  would  have  been  able  to  raiferhe  fiegc 
of  isifahaN,  in  the  fate  revolutions  by  the  Afghans,  if  the  antipathy  which  reigns 
between  thefe  two  neighbouring  people,  had  not  prevented  their  acting  in  concert 
upon  that  imporunt  occafion  :  this  fpirit  of  diflenfion  now  brought  both  natkms 
into  great  difficulties.  We  have  feen  how  the  vali  of  loristan  abandoned  his 
country  upon  the  approach  of  the  turks.  Seffie,  khan  of  the  bactiaris*  took 
a  lefs  prudent  ftep,  though  in  appearance  niore  generous :  he  marched  with  all  the 
troops  he  could  colled  to  meet  the  enemy  :  the  fortune  of  the  day  was  dubious  for 
fome  hours  ;  but  the  Persians  at  length  yielded  to  numbers,  and  faved  themfelvea 
by  flight. 

After  this  vidlory,  the  basha  of  mosul  advanced  within  four  and  twenty  leagues 
of  ISFAHAN;  and  would  doubtlefs  have  approached  nearer,  if  he  had  not  met  with 
the  advanced  pofts  of  the  afchans,  againft  whom,  as  there  was  no  declaration  of 
war,  he  did  not  commit  any  aft  of  hoftiliry.  The  bactiaris,  who  were  retired 
with  their  flocks  into  the  mountains,'  fought  for  an  opportunity  to  revenge  their  de- 
feat ;  and  harrafled  the  turks  by  frequent  and  fuddcn  attacks.  The  basha  unac- 
cuftomed  to  this  method  of  fighting,  wa«  more  difpofed  to  retreat  than  pyrfue  his 
viftory,  when  he  was  informed  that  the  enemy  had  invaded  baodat.  The  vali  of 
LORISTAN,  tho'  unable  to  ftand  againft  the  ottoman  army,  carried  the  war  into  the 
TURKISH  dominions,  by  which  means  he  foon  obliged  them  to  abandon  his  province. 
The  kMans  of  ahouas  and  sustBr,  convinced  of  the  facility  of  plundering  a  coun- 
try 

*  De  l'islb  calls  the  capital  by  the  fame  name  as  the  province,  viz.  loristaVj.  *  Ahouas 

fcems  to  be  the  proper  nar«c  of  the  capital  of  this  country,  if  it  is  neighbouring  to  loristak  ;  tho'  in 
page  159,  iJONs  %R  near  Isfahan  is  rcprefented  as  the  capiul.  Bactiaria  is  a  country,  which  does 
not  appear  in  map-^  under  that  name  It  is  fometimes  con  founded,  with  the  antient  bactria,  a  country 
quite rcroOtej  bordering  on  or  Conftitutirtg  part  of  iKds PfiNO.nhT  tartary,  Ott  theeaftefn  fide  of  the 
c  \spiAN  SEA.  Dfe  L*i$i  £  has  a  BAexRiAKi  to  the  north  of  Georgia.  Wc  fccm  to  be  left  pretty 
ikiucli  in  the  dark  with  refpe6l  to  the  countries  bordering  On  arabia  ;  but  this  in  queftion  feems  to  bo 
meant  of  that  country,  of  which  a  tfoUAs  is  the  capital,  according  to  ok  l'isli.     . 
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try,  ^hich  by  the  easha's  excurfions  was  left  defencelcfs,  joined  him,  and  formed  1725^ 
an  army  of  near  twenty  thoufandmcn.  They  entered  the  territories  of  baodat, 
jnd  fpread  terror  and  dcfolation  over  alJ  the  country,  as  far  as  the  capital.  The  twa 
daughters  of  the  vali,  who  fought  by  his.  fide  at  the  battle  of  gulnabad,  were 
induced  by  their  filial  duty  and  military  genius  to  attend  their  father  in  this  expedi- 
tion ;  as  they  had  alfo  done  in  a  late  incurfion  towards  bassor  a^  from  whence  their 
father  returned  loaded  with,  a  confiderablc  booty. 

The  prudent  condudb  of  the  vali  producedthe  efi&St  which  he  expeflrd.  As  foon 
as  ACHMED  BASHji  heard  that  the  enemy  were  ravaging  his  government,  he  lent  or- 
ders to  the  BASHA  of  MOSUL  to  rcjoin  his  army,  and  left  the  vali  at  liberty  to  re- 
turn home  by  another  rout. .  The  turks  loft  a  great  number  of  men  in  this  expe- 
dition :  all  the  advantage  they  reaped  from  it,  was  the  empty  glory  of  havings 
marched  withia  thcee  days  journey  of  i sjf  aha n- 

CHAR     IV. 

Tie  RUSSIANS  Ufua^  at  the  conquejts  made  by  the  turks.  Succefs  af  the  Russian 
arms  in  Persia,  tie  turks  evade  fettling  the  limits  of  their  c^nquefis  with  the 
RUSSIAN  rejident.  Ashreff  fends  an  embaffador  to  the  portb.  CbaraHer  of  this 
minijfer.  He  is  admitted  to  an  audience  of  the  grand  vizir.  His  conferences  with  the, 
TURKISH  minifiers^ 

TH  E  rapidity  of  theft  conquefts  gave  great  uneafihefs  to  the  russfan  minifters. 
Since  the  taking  of  tavris,  the  grand  signior  afFefted  lefs  condcfcenCon- 
towards  that  court ;  and  now  the  important  fuccefles  of  the  laft  campaign,  together 
with  the  flow  progrefs  of  theft  new  allies,  greatly  diminished  the  r^ard  which  had 
been  fhewn  them  before  the  death  of  peter  the  great^ 

The  inaftion  of  the  Russians  in  Persia,  was  owing  to  the- circumftances  of  the 
court  of  ST.  PETERSBURG.  There  was  fome  reafon  to  fear,  that  the  throne  was  not 
fo  fecurely  eftablifhed,  as  to  venture  upon  the  purfuit  of  conqiicfts.  in  a  si  a,  by 
which  nothing  could  be  gained  5  and  which,  it  is  probable,  were  never  meant  on  any 
other  account  than  to  check  the  turks,  and  to  get  pofleffibn  of  the  filk  trade.. 
And  asrfor  the  swedes  and  other  neighbouring  powers  •,  being  no  longer  reftraineit 
by  the  reputation  which  the  czar  had  acquired,  they  might  be  the  more  difpofed 
to  ftize  the  firft  favourable  opportunity  to  renew,  or  form  pretenfibns  ;•  for  which, 
fovereigns  are  never  without  reafons. 

ThE  RUSSIANS^  however,  during  this  time  had  obtained  (bme  advantages  in  Per- 
sia. Lieutenant  general  mastuskin  having  been  informed,  that  the  late  vizir  of 
RESHD.had  built  a  fort  on  the  confines  of  ghilan  toward  mazanderan,  with  a 
defign  of  molefting  his  foragers;  he  font  a  body  of  troops  thitlier  in  the  month  of 

JUNE*. 

^-The  frequent  mention  of  this  circamftance  gives  the  relation  the  air  of  romance.;  hut  becanfe  the; 
•riginal  writers  of  thefe  wars  do  mention  it  often,  therefore  it  fcems  to  defenre  belief.  We  have. only  \o> 
coofider  them  as  male  in  inclination,  as  many  women  are* 

a 
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1725.    JUNE,  and  drove  the  cftemy  into  mazanderan.     The  vizir  afterwards  aflemblcd 
his  forces,  and  marched  in  order  to  fight  the  enemy;  but  the  Russian  infantry 
foon  put  thent  to  flight.     The  demolition  of  the  fort,  and  the  taking  of  lahijan  % 
'  Were  the  fruits  of  this  vidlory.    The  shamk  all  of  tarkou,  having  fubmirted  with 

rcluftance  to  the  yoke  impoftrd  on  him  by  the  czar,  engaged  fome  of  the  neigh- 
bouring princes  in  his  quarrel :  he  took  the  field  at  the  head  of  an  army,  but  foon 
had  reafon  to  repent  this  ftep ;  for  a  body  of  Russians  attacked  him  on  the  twenty- 
fixth  of  SEPTEMBER,  defeated,  and  drove  him  into  the  mountains.  Tarkou,  and 
feveral  villaKS  bebnging  to  its  independency,  were  pillaged  and  burnt;  and  his  al- 
lies loft  on  this  occafion  one  of  their  princes,  with  four  of  their  chie^. 

But  thefc  advantages  could  enter  into  no  comparifbn  with  the  com^uefts  made  by 
the  TURKS,  who  being  now  become  mafters  of  the  ftveral  provinces  adjudjsed  to 
them  by  the  partition  treaty,  reproached  the  russ-ians  for  keeping  on  the  defenfive, 
when,  according  to  the  treaty,  they  ought  to  have  aded  with  vigor,  in  order  to 
drive  the  afohans  out  of  Persia. 

Oener AL  ROMANZOFF,  the  RusstAii  miniftcr  at  the  pofte,  was  tooeXpert  a  po- 
litician not  to  forcfec  the  uneafmefs  he  fliould  be  expofed  to :  he  therefore  folicited  to 
go  and  fettle  upon  the  fpot  the  rcfpcftive  limits-  The  rbys  ef^endi  rcprefentcd, 
that  the  fcafon  was  too  far  advanced ;  and  moreover,  that  as  the  principal  articles 
of  the  partition  treaty  were  to  be  performed  in  shir  Van,  it  would  be  requifite  to 
give  time  to  savi  mustapha  to  fubduc  the  people  of  that  province,  who  had  lately 
blockaded  sham  akie.  Thus^  romanzoff  had  the  mortification  to  fee  his  journey 
poftponcd  till  the  next  year. 

The  PORTE,  not  chufing  to  carry  thin^  to  extremity,  aff^ed  a  COndefcenfion  to- 
wards the  RussiANSi  The  inhabitants  of  ardeville  lent  deputies  to  abdallah 
BASHA,  foliciting  the  protection  of  the  grand  sionior  j  -but  the  Turkish  general 
knowing  that  this  city  was  beyond  the  limits  prelcribed  by  the  treaty,  would  not 
fend  any  troops  thither  without  orders.  The  grand  vizir  communicated  this  afiair 
to  the  envoy  and  refident  of  Russia,  aiTuring  them  that  thefe  propofals  (hould  be 
rejeded.  This  appearance  of  fmcerity,  already  contradided  by  the  invafion  of  l6'- 
RisTAN,  and  other  conquefts,  did  not  laft  long.  AbdaLlah  b asha  received  fecret 
orders,  in  coniequence  of  which  he  took  pofleflion  of  ardevidle,  as  it  were  provi- 
fionally,  and  under  the  pretence  that  the  rebel  Afghans  had  adefign  upon  it.  Ou'- 
ROUMi,  a  city  in  the  neighbourhood  of  tavris,  had  lately  imitated  the  fame  ex* 
^  ample,  by  fubmitring  voluntarily  to  the  turks.  The  irregularity  of  this  proceed- 
ing occafioned  fre(h  complaints,  for  the  Russians  alledged  moreover,  fhat  the 
portb  had  committed  a  new  violation  of  the  treaty,  by  receiving  an  cmba0ador 
from  the  Afghans.  .      , 

Ashreff  was  fo  terrified  at  the  progrefi  of  the  otTOMAN  arrtls^  that  he  addrefled 
a  manifefto  to  the  inhabitants  of  miAnA^  and  fome  other  frontier towms,  exhorting 
them  to  fubmit  to  his  dominion  ;  after  which,  he  attempted  to  reconcile  by  treaty^ 
^what  he  hardly  thought  himfelf  able  to  obtain  m  the  field.     The  negotiation  was 

com- 
•  See  Vol.  I. 
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committed  to  ABO%a  azix  khah  ao  afohan,  who  from  a  fimpic  mulc-drivcr,  had,  lyi^ 
by  his  courage  and  refblutioa^  attained  to  the  pofts  of  colonel,  and  commandant  of 
jOLFA.  He  fcLoutfrom  isfahai^  in  September  •,  but  having  been  detained  twenty 
days  at  haramabad   by  achmed  basha,  and  twelve  at  hamadan,  he  did  not  . 
reach  scutari  till  the  twentieth  of  januarv  this  year. 

The  arrival  of  this  cmbaflfador,  induced  the  ports  to  believe,  that  the  afgi^ans 
intimidated  by  the  fucceis  of  the  ottoman  arms  in  the  laft  compaign,  would  ac- 
knowledge the  ORAND  siONioR  as  IMAM  %  and  fue  for  peace  at  any  rate.  How- 
ever it  was  determmed  in  council,  that  thi«  minifter  fhould  be  received  only  as  a  ^ 
fimpic  meflen«r,  deputed  by  a  prince  of  the  fame  religion  as  the  turks.  Abdux 
AZIZ  expedted  an  audience  as  an  envbaflador  from  a  king  of  the  feft  of  the  sui^nis  i 
but  perceiving  that  the  court  did  not  intend  to  acknowledge  him  in  any  public  cha- 
rafter  at  all,  he  pretended  to  be  iH,  and  defired  to  be  removed  cacoNS-TANTiNOPU. 
As  it  was  the  intention  of  the  porte  to  grant  him  an  audience,  they  eafily  con- 
fented  to  his  requeft,  which  perhaps  had  been  fuggefted  to  him  :  but  inftead  of  a 
nlley^  according  to  the  cuftom  obferved  towards  embafiadors,  he  was  fcnc  in  21 
umple  gMdoIa. 

The  ninth  of  February,  he  was  conduced  ta  an  audience  of  the  grand  yizk^ 
with  more  cerenionies  than  he  could  reafonably  expefb^  as  the  agent  of  a  cfaief» 
Whofe  ibvereignty  was  not  acknowledged  by  any  crowded  bcad«  He  perfiAed  \xt 
vain  that  he  would  deKver  a»hrbff^^  letter,  to  none  but  the  grand  sionior  him- 
fdf,  whicb  as  the  cafe  ftood  was  not  pra£tk:able.  The  Turks,  who  are  not  verjT 
fcrupulous  in  regard  to  the  privileges  even  of  the  moft  authorized  minjfterSi 
finding  they  could  not  prevail  upon  him  to  deliver  the  letter,  refolved  to  take  it 
from  him. 

Ashrepf's  propofals  were  very  bold,  and  far  from  being  couched  in  the  moft  re- 
fpe^^ful  terms.  This  prince  in  his  letter  aiTumed  the  pompous  title  of  king  of 
kings  ;  he  concluded  it  with  four  Arabian  veries,  the  fenie  of  which  feems  to  be 
tery  romantic,  as  well  as  imperious,  wiz. 

*•  The  fabre  and  the  lance  are  our  fweet  bafil  i 

**  We  dcfpife  the  dafR>dil  and  myrrh  ; 

^^  Our  drink  is.  the  blood  of  our  enemies, 

•*  And  their  flculls  fcrvc  us  for  our  cups." 

Tkb  lentcnce  on  the  fignet  *  was  of  the  fame  nature.  "  The  faithful  obferver  of 
«•  the  commandments  of  the  mcft  high ;  the  duft  of  the  feet  of  the  four  friends^ 
«*  ABUBEKER,  OMAR,  osMAN,  and  ALi,  is  ASHREFF,  by  the  diviiie  permiflion  be«« 
«*  come  the  moft  illuftrious  of  the  fovereigns  of  the  earth.*' 

The  apprehenfions  which  had  been  entertained  at  coNSTANTiNOPLE,  concerning 
the  humiliation  of  the  afohans,  were  now  changed  into  indignation.     As  they 

looked 
^  The  fopreme  head,  both  in  fpiritaals  and  temporals,  of  the  iiahommsdans.  See  p.  i09« 
^  They  give  rhi!>  fignec  the  aaiue  of  auk.    it  b  an  impn^on  in  ink,  whxh  ferv'cs  ioltead  of  a  /igna- 
tuie.     See  Vol.  1. 
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1726.  looked  upon  the  haughtinefs  of  ashreff  as  unpardonable,  the  minifters  were  very 
defirous  that  the  people  Ihould  approve  of  the  war,  fo  that  they  ipared  no  pains  to 
inflame  their  rcfcntmcnts. 

In  the  mean  time  abdul  aziz  fuppolted  his  mafter's  intercft,  with  a  confidence 
anfwerable  to  the  pompous  title  which  that  prince  had  aflumed.  The  negotiation 
leemed  to  tend  more  to  mortify  the  turks,  than  the  refufal  of  the  ottoman  court 
to  acknowledge  abdul  aziz  as  embaflador,  had  humbled  this  Afghan.  He  be- 
haved under  thele  delicate  circumftances,  with  great  intrepidity,  and  as  much 
'  confidence,  as  if  he  had  been  acknowled^  in  a  public  charader ;  inibmuch,  that 
the  minifters  of  the  grand  sionior  began  at  length  to  be  embarrafied.  In  the  an- 
fwer  which  the  mufti,  and  the  expounders  of  the  law  at  const antinopl£>.  gave 
.  to  a  letter  written  to  them  by  the  miangi  and  the  expounders  of  the  law  at  Isfa- 
han, we  find  the  principal  points  on  which  thefe  conferences  turned. 

Religion  was  the  object  on  which  the  Afghans  founded  their  pretenfions.  Abdul 
AZIZ  reproached  the  turks,  with  having  failed  in  an  eflential  point  of  their  faith, 
in  not  making  all  their  efforts,  as  the  Afghans  had  done,  to  deftroy  the^onarchy 
of  the  scHiAS.  He  allowed,  that  the  grand  signior  was  lawful  imam  in  turkey  ^ 
but  he  added,  thct  this  did  not  hinder  ashreff  and  his  fucceflbrs  from  being  imams 
in  PERSIA  ',  efpecially,  as  a  fingle  chief  is  not  fufficient  to  govern  countries  fo  vaftly 
extended,  as  thofe  poflefied  by  muflulmen.  He  maintained,  that  a  conqueror,  ac- 
knowledged by  the  grandees  of  a  kingdom,  was  the  lawful  (bvereign  of  it  •,  and  as 
fuch  had  a  right  to  claim  the  towns  and  provinces  which  had  been  torn  from  it ; 
fince  his  fovereignty  extended  to  thofe  provinces  and  towns,  as  well  as  to  places 
where  his  authority  was  eftabliihcd. 

The  TURKISH  commiflaries  appointed  to  treat  with  him,  made  anfwer,  that  the 
wars  which  the  grand  signior  had  been  obliged  to  maintain  againft  the  different 
chriftian  powers,  had  prevented  his  deftroying  the  empire  of  the  schias  :  that  he 
had  deprived  the  schias  of  many  confiderable  provinces,  and  as  foon  as  the  peace 
concluded  with  the  princes  of  Europe  afforded  him.  leifure,  he  would  accomplifh« 
the  work.  They  added,  that  according  to  law  and  tradition,  there  could  n6t  be 
more  than  one  imam  at  a  time,  unlefs  their  dominions  were  feparated  by  the  fca, 
which  might  prevent  all  communication  :  that  this  was  not  the  cafe  with  relpedk  to 
PERSIA  J  nor  was  Isfahan  at  fuch  a  diftance,  as  to  render  the  nomination  of  anothec 
chief  neceflary ;  fince  under  the  reign  of  omar,  whofe  empire  extended  from  Mec- 
ca to  hamadan,  a  plurality  of  caliphs,  had  never  been  acknowlet^d  ^  that  the 
fovereignty  of  the  conquefts  made  by  the  Afghans,  as  well  as  of  thofe  made  by  the 
grand  signior,  belonged  of  right  to  this  monarch,  in  quality  of  imam  ;  while  the 
AFGHANS  could  pretend  to  nothing  farther,  than  th«  moveable  goods  of  the  people, 
whom  they  had  vanquifhed  j  and  they  defied  abdul  aziz  to  prove  the  contrary. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     V. 

V'he  TURKISH  mini/iers  prop^ffe  queries  to  the  mufti,  relating  ia  the  confifiency  ofarup- 
turewitb  ashreff.  Anfwer  cftheMVFTj.  The  porte  declareswar  againjf  ash' 
REFF.  The  AFGHAN  embaffodor  leaves  Constantinople.  Casbis  /urrenJers  to 
ABD  ALL  AH  fi  ASHA  •  Dtfputt  between  the  Turkish  generals.  Mifunderftanding  be- 
tween the  RUSSIANS  andrvKKS.    Abdallah  basha  defeats  tjehmas's  troops  be- 

/br^ARDEVILLE. 

THE  TURKISH  minifters  perfifted  in  maintaining  that  there  could  be  only  one^|^26. 
IMAM,  and  that  this  imam  ought  to  be  the  grand  signior,  not  only  on 
Account  of  his  hereditary  (bvereignty,  but  becaufe  he  had  in  his  power  the  princi- 
pal places  of  worfliip  of  the  three  written  religions  *»  This  dilpute,  the  decilion  of 
which  ieemed  to  reft  on  the  longeft  fword,  was  however  fupported  by  abdul  azi2, 
who  anfwered  undauntedly,  that  if  the  mu0elinen  of  the  two  empires  couid  ac- 
knowledge only  the  fame  head,  this  title  was  due  to  ashreff,  as  defcended  from 
the  illuftrious  tribe  of  coraIcH  \"to  whom  the  d^nity  of  caliph  by  right  belongs, 
and  as  deftroyer  of  the  monarchy  of  the  schias  ;  and  not  to  a  prince  born  among  a 
nation  of  an  obicure  original,  who,  not  iatisfied  with  granting  peace  to  heretics, 
had,  by  a  treaty  contrary  to  the  law,  delivered  into  the  hands  of  infidels,  feveral 
cities  ^  in  which  mofques  had  been  erefbed. 

These  conferences  ferved  toincreafe  the  animofity  of  both  parties.  The  portb 
was  defirous  of  war  *,  but  as  the  mahomMedans  look  upon  it  as  vile  and  difhonour* 
able  to  declare  war  againft  a  people  of  their  own  fedb,  the  turIcs  would  have  been 
glad  at  leaft,  that  ashreff  Ihould  lay  them  under  a  necefllty  of  breaking  with  him, 
or  to  find  Ibme  proper  reafbn  for  a  rupture :  the  moft  plaufible  feemed  to  arife  from 
the  very  nature  of  the  negotiation,  cibecially  as  abdul  aziz  in  the  courfe  of  the  ar- 
gument, pretended  to  prove  his  mauer  fuperior  in  birth  and  dignity  to  the  grand 
,  signior. 

.  The  letters  which  pafied  between  the  Mt/Fti  of  Constantinople,  and  the  me- 
an gi  of  ISFAHAN  already  mentioned,  were  made  public,  and  ferved  as  a  manifefto; 
and  perhaps  had  a  (Ironger  efi^edt,  than  if  it  had  borne  that  title )  for  it  was  made 
ufe  of  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  people  to  a  rupture  with  the  afghans.  The 
PORTE  then  demanded  the  FETFA*of  the  mufti,  propofing  the  following  queries: 

*•  I.  Whether  it  be  permitted  by  the  law,  for  the  true  believers  to  acknowledge 
**  and  obey  two  differen-r  chiefs  at  one  and  the  fame  time  ? 

I  i  2  "  2.  In 

■  Mecca,  bccaufc  of  the  temple,  which  they  fay  a  bra  ram,  father  of  the  Hebrews,  built  there, 
ami  as  the  place  where  mahommbd  was  bom  :  J.erus alem,-  refped^ed  by  the  jews,  and  much  more 
fo  by  the  chriftians  :  and  me  din  a,  the  feat  of  the  empire,  and  burying-place  of  their  prophet,  and  of 
the  firft  CALIPHS  his  fucceflbrs.  **  The  tribe  of  mahommed,  on^  of  the  moft  illuftrioub  of  mecca, 

who  were  diftinguifhed  by  their  care  of  the  temple  which  was  intrufted  to  them.  'Belgrade 

ceded  ini7i8  to  the  emperor  by  the  treaty  of  passarowitz,  and  derben^  to  the  empire  cf  russia,*, 
^  See  page  107. 
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1726.  •*  2.  In  .what  manner  they  ought  to  aft  againft  a  muffulman,  who  after  fubduing 
*••  the  capital  of  Persia,  and  feme  other  town*  contiguous  to  the  conquefts  made  by 
^^  the  (iTTOMAN  arms,  (hould  conteft  the  grand  signior's  Ibvereignty,  annexed  ta 
^*  the  dignity  of  imam,  aixl  fend  letters  demanding  tbofe  con^oeils^  under  pr^tencb 
*•  that  they  conftituce  part  of  an  empire  which  belongs  to  him  of  right,  as  poflibllbr 
**  of  the  capital,  and  of  the  throne  of  the  s:  hi  as  ?** 

Thib  m*  tti  anfwered  the  firft  of  thdc  queries,  **  ThAt  a  plurality  of  chieft  was 
*'  declared  uiflawfui  by  the  aflfembly  of  the  ashabs  %  imfefs  there  flio«ld  be  ibme 
"  barrier  betwixt  their  territories,  iuch,  for  inftance,  as  the  Indian  oczan^  which 
"  might  hinder  them  to  confuk,  and  to  affift  each  other/* 

On  the  fecond  query  he  detetiniiied»  ^^  That  if  the  muflulmaa  in  queftion  de* 
<'  fjfted  from  his  pretenQotis,  and  fubmitted  to  the  authority  of  the  head  of  the 
^^  faithful,  erery  thing  would  be  right  i  but  if  he  peffifted  ki  hit  TtbellkNit  his  death 
^'  was  declared  neceflary  by  a  precept  of  the  laWf  whkh  enjoined  the  deftruiflton  of 

^*  him,'* 

These  f£tfas  were  followed  by  a  declaration  of  war.  The  en  and  signiou  be- 
ing affronted  ac  theinfolence  of  ashr£FF*s  feais,  caufed.a  fignet  to  be  made,  with  an 
iofcription  of  the  fame  romantic  nsiture  as  that  of  a&hrxff*s  already  related. 

•*  The  defender  of  juflice,  zealous  for  the  four  friends  \ 

*^  Is  achmed,  ion  of  the  warhke  mahommed,  ever  accuftomed  to  fubdue  his 

*•  enemies. 
'*  By  the  eternal  truth,  ashr^fp  is  not  the  moll:  illuftrious  of  the  kings  of  the 

**  earth : 
^<  He  is  a  pafte  kneaded  with  the  kaveo  of  mir  vais^  a  rabeU  a  fymbol  of 

**  ignominy." 

If  wc  confider  with  whtt  g  blind  cnthufia^  ibneie  rdigious  wars  liaTe  been  car* 
ried  on  in  Europe,  we  fhall  not  be  furprized  at  thefe  romantic  preludes  to  the  (bed* 
ding  of  mahommedan  blood.  After  thefe  contefts,  abdul  aziz  had  his  audience 
of  leave  from  the  grand  vizir  on  the  iaft  day  of  march,  with  ycty  little  ceremony.. 
This  minifter  however  prefented  him  with  ten  purfes  ^  JFor  himfelf,  one  for  his  ne- 
phew,  who  had  accompanied  him  in  his  journey,  and  another  for  his  chaplain.  He 
alfo  lent  a  very  fine  watch  for  ashrxff's  atmemat  doulet,  in  acknowledgment 
for  a  ftring  of  pearls  which  he  had  recaved  from  that  minifter.  1  be  next  day  ab* 
DUL  AZIZ  took  his  leave  of  the  mufti,  and  departed  for  bagdat  under  the  conduft 

of  a  TURKISH  AGA. 

The  AFGHAN  embaflador  had  fcarce  entered  the  province  of  diarbekir,  when  . 
he  was  arrefled  by  the  commandant  of  r^rkisia,  a  fortrefs  near  the  euphratis. 
The  PORTE,  in  order  to  authorize  fuch  proceeding,  gave  out  chat  ashrsff  had 

fet 

*  A  name  given  to  the  companions  of  marom mid.  ^  Abubikir^  oif  ar>  osmar,  aad  ali* 

*  Five  hundred  dollars  of  four  lhiUings»  each  purfe*  3 
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fet  the  example,'  by  confining,  in  the  common  jail,  an  officer  whom  achmed  ba-     f726* 
SHA  had  fern  to  him.     It  may  be  pr^Ain^,  that  the  grand  signior  was  unwil- 
ling this  envoy  (hould  infonp  ashreff,  of  the  repugnance  which  the  Turkish  army 
ihewed  to  che  war. 

!n  tht  tntan  time  thfe  inhabitaiits  of  casb^w  made  iin  offer  to  abd  ailah  BASljAi 
of  ftitoiotiDgDo  die  ^rroMA^  dominion,  oa  coiKikion  the  eRANi>  sioKfOR  would 
be  fatisficd  with  fending  them  a  Turkish  governor,  but  ao  thx>ps.  This  general, . 
however  fent  twelve  thoufand  men  under  the  command  of  ali  basha,  one  of  his 
principal  ofecers,  wfco  took  pofleffion  of  the  town  in  the  name  of  the  grand  sig  - 
urOR*  MARAdA  ftlfofefU  tinder  the  "doffiimon  of  the  i>ort«  :  but  this  conqueft  had 
like  to  have  proved  fatal,  by  the  jea!(yeify  which  arofe  between  the  'bash  as  abdal- 
XA«  and  AcfiMEt),  who  both  pretended  to  the  government  of  that  place.  This . 
t^wn  hud  4rfwiys  been  in  the  diftrifi:  of  tavris,  a  circtimfbmce  which  feemed  deci- 
<vc  in  fyvWir  isif  A'BiyALtAn  *y  and  yet  the  reputation  of  achmed  prevailed  over 
every  other  confideration.  Abdallad  would  have  retired  to  oor^^a,  the  capital  of 
his  government,  if  the  grand  signior  had  not  recommended  his  facrificing  his 
privaifc  iiefentaieiit  to  ^  incereft  -of  h«  <Kwntry. 

Tre  RUSSIAN  miftifter  at  Ate  po^te  having  learnt  that  a  body  of  turks  had  ad- 
^mnced  towards  ohilan,  made  his  complaint,  and  was  anfwered,  that  the  rus- 
tjkirs  ought  to  repel  any  troops  who  fltould  dilhirb  them,  contrary  to  treaty.     It 
could  not  however  be  fuppofed,  that  this  detachment  had  aftcd  without  orders  5 . 
hence  it  was  inferred,  that  the  turks  had  entered,  ghilan,  only  to  feel  the  pulfe 
of  the  RtJSsiANS,  who  were  confidered  as  wijoying  the  choiceft  province  in  the- 
whdb  cotimry,  tho*  in  fed  thty  ditw  but  very  little,  if  any  advantage  from  it.    It 
is  reafonable  to  prefume  that  the  curiofity  of  the  turks  was  excited  by  the  foli-. 
citation  of  both  the  English  and  French  embafladors  :  the  Armenians,  who  were^ 
Wont  10  bring  filk  to  them  from  ghilan,  on  account  of  thefe  troubles  difcontinued. 
dieir  caravans9  whidi  was  by  no  means  iatisfadory  to  the  merchants  of  thefe  na-r- 
tSons. 

The  OTTOMAN  armies  had  in  the  mean  time  taken  the  field,  and  theh  fipft  i^^era^ 
tions  feemed  to  promife  as  much  fuccefs  as  the  preceding  years..    Abdallah  ^a^ 
sha  received  advice,  that  the  Persians  had  ailembled  troops  near  the  confiux  of  j 
the  ARAB  and  the  kura,  defigning  to  attack  ardeville.     Upon  which  hede-* 
cached  ten  thoufand  men  againft  them,  under  the  command  of  hi&  ion  abekerj^ak^ 
MAM»  and  put  chcm  to  fli^t. 


ch:a  p. 
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TiEHMAS  siTAH  eudeavours  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Russians  and  turks. 
AsHRETF,  fortifies  is¥  ABA'S.  He  marches  an  army  to  meet  ACHu^x>  basha.  Stra^- 
tagem  ufed  by  ashreff  to  evade  a  battle  with  the  Turks.  Achmsd  gives  battle  H 
the  AFGHANS)  and  is  defeated. 

1726.  'T^-ffi  HM  AS  SHAH,  after  his  eicape  from  the  fnare  which  had  been  laid  for  him 
X     by  ashreff,  was  now  a.  fugitive  in  mazanderan»     This  eicape  had  con- 
vinced him,  that  the  throne  of  his  anceftors  was  recoverable  only  by  force  of  arms  j 
and  feeing  himfelf  betrayed  or  deferted  in  every  quarter,  he  determined  to  agree  to 
/  '  the  execuiion  of  the  treaty  of  Constantinople.     In  confequence  hereof  he  fent  an 
'      embafiador  to  the  court  of  rcssia  i  and  at  the  fame  time  he  wrote  to  abdallak 
BASHA,  defiring  this  general  to  acquaint  the  ports  of  his  refolution. 

His  letter,  among  other  particulars  contained  as  follows :  "  The  vikft  of  our 
^'  fubjeds,  fome  miferable  tribes  of  Afghans,  have  by  the  permiflion  of  the  Su- 
*^  preme,  revolted  againft  their  lawful  ibvcreign,  and  made  themfelves  matters  of 
*^  part  of  our  dominions.  You  have  taken  advantage  of  this  fatal  coqjundure  te 
<>  attack  us,  and  thefe  hoftilities  have  prevented  our  flopping  the  progrefe  of  the 
^<  rebels.  Such  a  behaviour  we  did  not  expert:  who  could  have  imagined,  that 
^^  an  OTTOMAN  general  would  have  had  recourfe  to  artifice,  to  make  himielf  mafler 
**  of  TEFFLis  ?  How  can  we  difcover  an  enemy  difguifed  under  the  veil  of  friend^ 
^*  fhip  ?  Does  the  bird  know  that  the  fpray  on  which  it  perches,  will  one  day  make 
"  its  cage  *  ? 

^^  The  RUSSIANS  have  oflfered  us  their  afliflance,  but  we  refuied  it  from  a  nation 
^^  who  are  enemies  to  our  religion.  Being  therefore  under  the  neceflity  of  punilhing 
**  our  rebellious  fubjefts,  we  earneftly  beg  you  will  6ng^ge  our  illuftrious  father^ 
"  the  PADISHAH  %  who  is  the  refuge  of  the  univerfe,  to  grant  us  a  truce  of  three 
*^  years ;  and  we  agree  that  the  countries  which  he  has  conquered,  fhall  always 
*^  remain  in  his  hands.''  ^ 

How  advantageous  foever  thefe  propofals  might  appear,  the  porte  Wavered  in 
her  determination.  If  (he  granted  the  truce,  TiEHMAS  might  be  enabled  to  recover 
his  dominions,  which  he  now  yielded  by  neceffity.  On  the  other  hand«  if  (he  con- 
tinued deaf  to  his  petition,  he  might  throV  himfelf  entirely  into  the  hands  of  the 
RUSSIANS.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  grand  signior  commillioned  mus* 
TAFA  effendi,  a  man,  who  by  his  extraordinary  abilities  had  raifed  himfelf  early  in 
life  to  very  confiderable  employments,  to  examine  upon  the  fpot  into  the  fituation 
of  affairs,  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  negotiating  the  treaty  which  this  prince  had 
propofed. 

TiEHMAs'S 

•  Arabian  or  persic  verfcsi  ^  A  title  which  the  grand  signior  a/Fumes,  and  which  is 

explained  by  that  of  emperor,  but  carries  wich  it  alfo  a  different  meaning,  as  the  chief  of  the  mahom- 
MEDAMS  both  in  ipirituals  and  temporals. 
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T*iEHMAS*s  oflfers  to  the  court  of  Russia  did  not  meet  with  greater  fuccefs.  1726* 
Prince  DOLGORUKi,  who  commanded  this  year  in  the  conquered  provinces,  detained, 
the  cmbafiador ;  and  we  do  not  find  that  any  regard  was  (hewn  to  the  p>ropofals  : 
indeed   it  was  not  probable  that  the   Russians  fhould  appear  in  behalf  of  the 
fugitive  king  of  Persia,  when  they  remained  \na6^\p  with  regard  to  their  own 
eonqueft. 

These  negotiations  of  TiEHMAS  did  not  create  fo  great  uneafinefs  at  Isfahan,  as 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  ottoman  armies.  Ashreff  confidering  that  all  his 
forces  would  be  infufficient  to  defend  fo  large  and  ill  fortified  a  town,  had  formed 
a  projefb  of  a  very  lingular  nature.  This  was  to  build  a  fecond  city  within  riie  in- 
clolure  of  the  firft.  The  walls  were  made  of  earth,  and  about  forty  feet  high  ir 
they  were  flanked  with  towers  near  fifty  paces  diftant  from  each  other,  and  furround- 
ed  with  a  large  deep  ditch.  This  new  city  included  the  old  citadel,  the  great  fquare, 
and  the  king*s  palace  ;  and  what  is  moft  furprizing,  it  was  finiflied  in  lete  than  three- 
months,  tho*  it  was  above  four  miles  in  circumference. 

Ashreff  having  thus  prepared  a  place  of  retreat,  thought  of  rendering  it  more 
difficult  of  accefs  to  his  new  enemies.  With  this  defign  he  detached  fome  troops, 
who  ravaged  the  open  country  from  this  capital  to  the  very  gates  of  casbin. 

AcHMED  BASRA,  who  was  mapchittg  towards,  ist  ahan  at  the  head  of  a  formidable^ 
army,  was  therefore  obliged  to  change  his  rout.  He  was  not  advanced  far,  wherv. 
the  inhabitants  of  casbin,  excited  by  the  emiflaries  of 'ashreff,  declared  for  this, 
prince,  and  drove  away  the  garrifon  which  abdaitlah  kouproli  had  quartered  in> 
that  city,  contrary  to  the  treaty  which  they  had  made.. 

AsHRErF,  depending  more  on  his  cunning  and  politics,  that  on  thcftrength  of 
his  armies,.  publi(hfd.feveralmanifefto*s  upon  this  occafion,  by  which  he  exhorted. 
fome  other  towns  to  follow  the  example  of  casbin  :  and  in  order  to  perfuade  them. 
to  it  the  more  eafily,  he  promifed  to  exempt  them  from  all  im pods  during  tlie  (pace, 
of  three  years,  if  they  would  voluntarily  fubmit  to  his  dominion.. 

This  prince,  after  the  example  of  his  predeceflbr,  ufed  all  his  endeavours  to  pre-, 
vent  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  knowing  what  paflcd  abroad  :  yet  they  received* 
fome  imperfeA  accounts  concerning  the  motions  and  dcfigns  of  the  turks,  which, 
flung  the  city  into  a  general  ronfternarion.  The  ottoman-  army  was  apprehended 
to.be  very  numerous,  fo^that  the  fall  of  the  afgha^^s  appeared  as  inevitable.  The 
FERSTANS  and  chrifl:ians-*  were  equally  defirous  of  changing  mafters,  the  one  thro* 
averfion,  and  the  others  from  views  of  commerce  ;  but-  the  recent  remembrance  of 
the  miferies  they  had  fufFered,  and  the  notion  they  had  entertained  of  the  cruelty  of 
the  TURKS,  made  them  confider  this  new  revolution  as  a  misfortune,  ia  which  they 
were  in  great  danger  of  being  involved. 

Ashreff  was  not  without  anxiety,  but  he  concealed  all  emotions  of  fear,  with  a'i 
feeming  indifierence.  That  he  might  not  rifle  his  whole  fortune  at  once,  by  waiting 
for  the  tonomy  under  the  yvalls  of  his  capital,  he  put  himfclf  at  the  head  of  his 

troops^. 
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1726.  troops  and  went  forward  to  meet  them.  His  firft  camp  was  at  shah  BACHt,  a 
place  diftant  five  or  fix  leagues  from  tsf  ahav.  Here  he  Ipenc  {bme  days  in  mak- 
ing the  n&ceflary  preparations}  after  which  he  marched  towards  hamaoak»  by 
the  fame  road  which  he  knew  achm£D  basha  had  taken. 

The  TURKISH  army  was  advanced  within  twenty  leagues  of  that  city,  when  their 
Icouts  brought  him  word  that  the  Afghans  were  within  fight.  Towards  the  20th 
of  isov£Mfi£Rt  the  two  armies  encamped  within  three  leagues  of  each  other  ^  they 
had  been  in  this  pofition  fome  days^  when  achmed  basha  refolved  to  try  the  mettle 
of  an  enemy,  with  whoie  manner  of  figlvting  he  was  iK)t  acauainted.  With  this  view, 
he  ordered '  two  thousand  horfe  \  fupported  by  four  thouUnd  janiflairies,  to  advance 
before  the  main  body  of  his  army ;  but  this  detachment  having  been  condudbed  by 
/  guides  not  well  acquainted  with  the  road  -•  within  half  a  league  of  asursff's  c^oip^ 
were  furrounded  by  the  Afghans,  and  cut  in  pieces,  almpft  in  fight  of  ch/eir  gene* 
ral,  who  was  in  full  march  with  his  whole  army  to  their  affiftance. 

AcMMED,  difcouraged  at  this  misfortune,  ordered  his  army  to  •trench  them- 
ielvcs.  In  the  mean  while  ashkkff  had  recourfe  to  art  and  (tratageo:).  The  ftnall 
number  and  the  inexperience  of  his  troops  not  permitting  him  no  exped  any  ad  van « 
lage  over  his  enemy  by  nobler  methods  ;  be  endeavoured  to  fow  ihm  feeds  oi  ledi'^ 
tion  in  the  Turkish  camp.  He  fpared  neither  money  nor  promiics  ro  tempt  thofe 
officers  whom  he  thought  lead  mindful  of  their  duty  *,  whilft  his  partiiana  in  the 
OTTOMAN  army  handed  writings  about  in  form  of  manifefto\  wherein  he  protefted, 
''  That  it  was  with  the  greateft  concern  he  faw  nauffulmen  beat  upon  the  deftruc^ 
^^  tion  of  each  other ;  that  this  war,  unlawful  in  itfelf,  and  diflioaourable  to  neli- 
^'  gion,  had  already  laded  too  long.  In  regard  tp^innielf,  he  called  gop  and  ma- 
**  hommed  to  witnefs,  that  he  wiflied  for  nothing  with  fo  much  earncftnels,  as  to 
•*  enter  into  a' realbnable  accommodation.** 

To  this  he  added  another  expedient  of  a  more  public  kind,  hut  not  lefs  artful : 
he  chofe  from  among  his  nation  four  chsiks  *^,  the  moft  venerable  for  their  age  and 
knowledge  *,  and  ordering  them  to  put  on  their  ceremonial  habits,  he  fent  them  as 
embaffadors  tothe  BAsHA*s  camp.  Thefe  old  men  prefented  themfelves  unarmed, 
and  were  conducted  to  the  general,  who  treated  them  with  refpcft.  After  the  uftial 
complime  ts,  the  ekkft  of  them  addrefCng  himfelf  to  the  basha,  in  ao  audible  but 
modeft  tone  of  voice,  fpoke  to  this  effect:  *^  Ashreff,  our  fovereign  lord,  has 
**  fent  us  to  defire  you  not  to  draw  your  fabre  againft  muflfelmen,  who  have  obeyed 
•*  the  precept  of  the  law  in  fubverting  the  throne  of  the  schias.  He  is  fur- 
'^^  prized  that  the  ottomans  fhould  treat  him  as  an  enemy,  and  make  an  alliance 
**  with  chriilians,  with  a  defign  to  ftrip  him  of  a  kingdom,  to  which  his  being  a 
*'  defcendant  of  the  prophet's  own  tribe,  his  religion,  and  his  conquefts,  give  him 
**  fuch  juft  rights.  He  protefts  before  coo,  that  he  lays  all  the  blood  th^t  fliall 
'*  be  fpilt  in  this  iniquitous  war  to  your  charge,  if  you  oppofe  his  eftabliihing  the 
^*  true  wor(hip  in  his  dominions,  and  reduce  the  Afghans  to  the  hard  neceflity  of 
**  defending  themfelves  againft  their  own  brethren. 

This 

*  Spahis,  or  ASIATIC  cavalry.  ^  Thu  aaari ah  wttid  flcaUlM  aot  oaly  a 

likewue  a  prince,  a  dodof ,  or  the  head  of  a  community. 
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This  audiehcc  Was  gtven^  according  to  cuftom,  in  full  affembly.  The  Turkish  17264 
general' percehriiig  that  this  difcourfe  made  an  impreflion  on  the  minds  of  fome  of 
his  foldicrs,  who  were  alread]^  influenced  hj  the  age  and  charader  of  the  deputies, 
made  anfwcr  iiriihfcdiatcly  j  *>  That  he  was  come  into  Persia  in  confequence  of  the 
**  orders  of  the  cmpefX)r  his  mailer ;  that  muflelrtien  •  could  not,  according  to  law, 
*^  have  more  than  one  head  in  fpiriiuals,  as  well  as  temporals ;  and  that  the  grakd 
*5  siONtoR  being  po0efled  of  *  this  title  as  fuc<;eflbr  to  the  caliphs,  ashreff  muft 
"  acknowledge  him  in  that  quality,  or  he  fliould  foon  feel  the  effcfts  of  the  ftrength 
••  and  courage  of  the  ottoman  forces/* 

Tut  g^end  had  fcarce  finifhed,  when  the  callers  ^o  prayer  •  gave  notice  that  it 
Was  noon.  The  ciiEiRS,  attentive  to  thd  ptsrpofe  of  their  commiHlon,  as  well  -as 
their  duty  in  point  pf  religion^  rofe  up  imrtiediately  without  making  any  reply,  and 
joined  in  prayer  with  the  turkS.  By  this  aft  they  gave  proof  of  the  conformity 
of 4h«iri«Ugioii !  they  ccmchided  their prajrer,  begging  with  a  loud  voice,  that  the 
Almighty  would  pleafe  to  open  the  eyes,  and  to  touch  the  hearts  of  thefe  muffel- 
tnen  their  brethren.  After  this  they  withdrew,  making  frefh  proteftations  that  their 
inafter  was  innocent  of  the  blood  that  was  going  to  be  fhed.  This  artful  condudt^ 
ftrengthened  by  the  iccret  intrigues  of  ASHftSFF^  foon  began  to  produce  its  efFefts  J 
for  the  deputies  wett  hardly  out  of  the  camp^  when  they  were  followed  by  a  chief  of 
the  KOURDS»  with  five  thoufand  of  his  men*  . 

The  basha  being  informed^  that  the  chIbics  w^ere  attended  by  mor6  troops  thail 
he  had  lent  to  efcort  them,  {vtipc&cd  fome  treachery^  and  difpatched  a  large  body 
of  horfe  after  the  deferters  :  part  of  this  detachment  joined  the  kourds,  and  thd 
reft  being  much  inferior  in  number^  Wdre  obliged  to  puffer  them  u>  proceed  unm6^ 
lefted  to  the  enerrty's  army. 

AcHMED  bding  ftruck  with  this  event,  refolved  to  give  the  enemy  battle.  Ash- 
REFF  arown  braver  by  neceffity,  arid  the  reinforcement  of  thefe  icotrRDS,  marched 
immediately  out  Of  his  camp,  and  advanced  towards  the  enemy.  The  turks 
quitted  their  lines,  and  ranged  themfelves  in  battalia :  their  army  confifted  of  be- 
tween f?venty  and  eiehty  thoufand  men.  The  right  wing  was  formed  by  twenty 
thoufand  kourds^  who  were  all  cavalry,  under  the  orders  of  babec  suliman 
OGLOu,  their  prince^  The  left  was  commanded  by  selictar  mahommed,  and  fiyd 
other  BASHAS/  amoftg  whom  were  a^derrahmam,  fonof  thesERASRiER  abdal- 
Lah,  and  hussein,  alio  of  the  celebrated  faniily  df  kovproli.  This  army  was  alfo 
attended  with  a  train  of  feventy  pieces  of  cannon. 

AsSreff's  forces  confifted  qf  feventeen  thoufand  foot,  among  whom  were  twelve 
Hhoufand  AFGHANS,  with  coats  of  mail*" •,   fixteeri  thoufand  hoffe,  Afghans, per- 
SEES,  andpERGHEZiNS,  With  forty  harquebu0bs  mouuted  on  camels  backs.     This 
prince,  furrounded  by  his  principal  minifters,  was  feated,  according  to  the  cuftoni  ' 
of  the  INDIAN  kings,  on  a  throne  carried  by  an  eleplpant.  The 

•  This  ^ttdcs  ft)  Che  fea  of  tlie  T  V ILK9  being  the  only  trnc  believers.  ^  Thefe  are  called 

MOAKiNs.  ^  This  is  ft  light  iron  net-work  about  the  head  and  flioulders,  and  foxnetimes  they 

wear  the  fame  kind  of  armour  on|hcir  bodies  under  their  eloaths^ 

YoL.  IL  it  fc 
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1726.  The  TURKS  gave  the  fignal  of  battle  at  fix  in  the  momihg,  by  firing  ten  pieces 
of  cannon.  The  Afghans  returned  it  with  five :  upon  which  the  ssRASKiEit 
charged  them  brifkly  at  the  head  of  the  right  wing,  and  repeated  the  attack  three 
feveral  times  with  great  bravery,  during  which  time  his  artillery  kept  an  inceflant 
fire;  yet  he  was  repulfed  on  every  fide,  and  obliged,  towards  three  in  the  after- 
noon, to  retire  in  diforder  to  his  entrenchments.  The  turks  loft  twelve  tboufimd 
men  :  their  defeat  would  probably  have  been  more  complete,  if  ashrbff  had  not 
forbid  his  men  to  purfue  them. 

This  condudt  might  alfo  be  imputed  to  a  new  piece  of  policy.  The  greateft 
part  of  the  ottoman  army  had  not  engaged,  and  an  eagerneis  of  purfuit  mi^t 
have  (hatched  the  vii5tory  from  him ;  efpecially  as  there  was  little  realbn  to  believe 
that  the  enemy,  contrary  to  their  cuftom  in  fuch  cales,  would  keep  Che  field. 


C    H    A    P#   VII. 

Artful  Behaviour  ^/ashrbff.  Situation  of  the  forte.  Preparations  in  turkey 
againji  the  Afghans.  The  turks  unfuccefsful  agoing  the  ARMSNiANa.  Prudent 
admini^ration  cf  ASHKf,PT.  Tie  tvkks  fend  fcmmijfaries  into  piksia.  Atreatj 
of  peace  concluded  in  the  camp  of  hau  ad  Aft  ^  between  the  rvKKS^andtbe  afohans^ 

AS  H  R  £  F  F,  after  his  vi£lory,  removed  his  camp  to  the  field  of  battle.  The 
event  juftified  his  prudence,  for  the  next  night,  the  kourds  fpread  themfelves. 
along  the  lines  of  the  tuiiks,  crying  out,  that  as  part  of  the  army  was  gone  over 
to  the  AFGHANS,  they  would  alio  retire  immediately;  after  which,  taking  an  ad- 
vanuge  of  the  diforder  which  they  had  occafioned,  they  begaa  to  plunder  diC: 
baggage. 

These  leditious  clamours  produced  the  efied,  which  the  authors  of  them  intended!. 
The  SERASKiER  pcrceiving  that  he  Ihould  expofe  himfelf  to  no  purpole,  in  ventur- 
ing a  iecond  engagement,  while  his  troops  were  thus  dilheartened  and  mutinous^ 
decamped  filently  in  the  night ;  and  leaving  his  baggage  and  artillery  behind  him^ 
he  retired  to  kermansha. 

The  AFGHAN  prince  did  not  interrupt  hb  march:  it  was  not  his  defign  to  de-- 
molifli  an  army  which  might  be  eafily  replaced,  but  to  bafBe  the  proje£b  of  the 
PORTE,  by  increafing  the  repugnance  which  the  turkisr  nation  in  general  fhewed^ 
to  this  war.  The  fame  religious  zeal,  which  has  ever  created  fuch  bloody  contefts; 
between  the  turks  and  the  Persians,  was  now  a  reafon  not  to  fight  with  the 
AFGHANS,  y\sHR£FF  accompanied  rather  than  purfued  them,  as  far  as.  the  walls, 
of  this  city:  but  not  fatisfied  with  having  defeated  his  enemies,,  and  driven  themi 
from  his  frontiers,  which  was  afting  merely  on  the  defenfive,  he  ufed  other  gende 
expedients .  to  difarm  them.  No  tooner  was  he  arrived  near  khermansha;,  thaa 
he  (ent  deputies  to  achmst  basha,  who,  upon  the  approach  of  the  afghams,  re- 
tired with  his  fcattered  forces  towards  bagdat,    Inftead  of  propofing  a  negotiation, 

as 
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was  cxpeftcd,  thcfe  deputies  declared  publicly  to  the  basha  :  *<  That  their  fo-  1726, 
"  vereign  ashr£ff  was  of  opinion  that  the  Ipoils  taken  from  people  of  the;  feme 
^^  religion,  cannot  be  kept  as  a  fair  booty :  as  he  pofleflfed  his  dominions  as  a 
**  lawful  prince,  he  did  not  think  fit  to  aft  as  a  robber,  by  detaining  the  property 
«*  of  his  brethren  i  for  which  realbn  he  has  commiflioned  them,  to  acquaint  the 
<^  BASHA  that  he  might  (end  for  his  treafure  and  baggage,  and,  except  arms,  in 
••  general  for  whatever  his  troops  left  in  their  camp."  To  this  aft  of  gcnerofi ty^ 
ASHREFF  added  that  of  returning  the  prifoners  he  had  taken,  plainly  intending  to 
create  friends  of  people,  whom  he  had  no  further  reafon  to  rear,  at  leaft  in  the 
pitient  campaign.  . 

Thb  turrs  were  the  more  afiefted  with  their  repulie,  as  they  had  other  troubles 
upon  their  hands.  The  death  of  peter  the  great,  had  not  been  attended 
with  any  of  thofe  changes*  which  they  expefted.  This  monarch's  lad  will,  fup- 
ported  ^y  the  grandees,  and  by  the  whole  army,  eftabliftied  the  emprefs  Catha- 
rine on  the  throne  without  any  competition.  Vacht  anga,  the  Georgian  prince, 
who  was  driven  from  tefflis,  and  retired  to  st.  Petersburg,  was  now  fent  to 
astrachan;  The  Russian  emprefs  being  affronted  at  the  little  regard  which  the 
PORTE  fhewed  to  the  reprefentations  of  her  minifters,  required  of  this  prince  to  take 
up  his  refidence  in  that  city,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  own  countiy.  This  cir* 
cumftance,  joined  to  the  inconftancy  of  the  Georgians,  alarmed  the  turks. 

Sultan  deli,  a  nephew  of  the  khan  of  the  crim  tartars,  now  headed  a  body 
of  malecontents,  and  gathered  new  ftreneth  and  courage,  by  a  great  number  of 
CIRCASSIANS  and  other  tartars,  whom  ne  drew  to  his  ftandard.  The  reputation 
of  his  arms,  and  the  defire  of  plunder,  had  lately  tempted  them  to  make  an  expe- 
dition towards  azoph,  from  whence  they  returned  l<^en  with  fpoil,  before  the 
KHAN  had  time  to.oppofe  them. 

In  the  mean.time,  things  continued  in  ibme  confufion  on  the  weftem  coad  of  the 
CASPIAN  SEA.  Prince  dolgoruki  made  no  progrefs  on  the  fideof  shirvan  :  the 
LBSGEBS  were  mafters  of  great  part  of  that  province,  and  were  interefted  to  op* 
pofe  the  intended  partition ;  {o  that  the  Russian  and  Turkish  deputies  had  no  op- 
portunity to  execute  their  commiffion.  Towards  the  fouth,  the  arabs,  naturally 
fierce  and  impatient  of  any  foreign  yoke,  would  not  fubmic  without  the  utmoft  re* 
luftancy.  The  title  of  coraish,  which  ashreff  aflumed,  joined  to  the  dcfire  of 
novelty,  might  engage  them  in  that  prince's  party  •,  and  with  fuch  afllftance  he 
might  i»fily  become  mafter  of  mecca  and  mkdina,  and  traufe  himfclf  to  be  pro- 
claimed head  of  the  mahommedans*;  whilft  the  troubles  which  had  lately  broke  out 
in  EGYPT,  were  not  entirely  pacified.  The  court  endeavoured  to  infinuate,  that  ash- 
reff  had  embraced  the  religion  of  the  Persians  ;  but  this  artifice  was  eafily  feen 
through  by  the  people.  A  war,  undertaken  againft  a  nation  of  the  fame  faith,  was 
confidered  as  odious  and  unlawful ;  and  the  moft  zealous  attributed  the  lofs  of  the 
battle  to  the  divine  juftice,  which  had  confounded  the  temerity  of  thofe  who  op- 
pofed  the  propagation  of  the  faith,  by  declaring  againft  the  deftroyera  of  the  mo- 
narchy of  the  schias. 

K  k  2  '  Under 
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1726.  Undsr  fuch  rrrcomftances  this  difaftcr  might  have  been  impyl^  to  a  peiibaoT 
Icfs  cfteem  than  achmed  basha,  and,  according  to  the  ufual  policy  of  caftern  coun- 
tries, been  facrificed  to  the  public  refentmenc  But  this  general  was  the  fon  of  a 
man,  whofc  head  the  porte  had  demanded  fcveral  times  to  no  purpofe  i  and  thejr 
were  now  to  behave  towards  him  with  deference,  that  he  mi^t  not  declare  in  fa- 
vour of  ASHESFF,  and  by  this  means  afliime  an  independent  fovereignty  in  his 
province. 

The  republic  of  Venice  had  not  forgot  her  rights  to  the  more  a,  nor  theemperoc 
of  the  ROMANS  his  to  Bosnia  :  this  prince,  already  diflatisfied  with  the  alobrivbs, 
who  had  taken  one  of  the  fhips  belonging  to  the  east  india  company  of  ostend,. 
was   not   only  in   peace  with   all  Europe^    but   alfo  cloiely  connc&ed  with  the 

RUSSIANS. 

With  regard  to  shah  tmhua%  they  did  not  treat  him  with  fuch  contempc,  a»i 
to  negled  demanding  of  him  the  ceflion  of  the  provinces  they  had  conquered  i  yet 
all  the  abilities  of  mustafa  effendi,  could  not  prevail  on  him  to  agree  to  the  cod-^ 
ditions  propofed«  Thus  the  tvrks,  though  mafters  of  great  armies,  and  ftroi^y 
inclined  to  reduce  all  persia  to  their  obedience,  faw  themfelves  in  xlanger  of  being 
forced  to  relinquilh  this  favourite  objedt.  The  grand  signior,  however  difgufted 
at  his  late  difgrace,  opened  his  trealures,  and  employed  all  his  minifters  in  making 
difpofitions  tor  the  next  campaign.  They  embarked  twelve  thoufand  men  at 
alexandretta  :  fix  thoufand  men  of  sydin  received  orders  to  join  them,  as  alfos 
a  body  of  troops  drawn  from  the  (landing  forces  of  egtft  :  and  concluding  there^ 
was  better  reafon  to  depend  on  chriftian  fubjefts,  who  could  not  be  woiked  upoa? 
by  the  artful  infinuations  of  ashreff  i  they  ordered  the  basha  of  ncs^a,  witlu 
twenty  thoufand  Albanians,  and  the  basha  of  boskia,  with  ten  thoufand  Bosnians,^ 
to  take  the  fame  rout  towards  persia.  The  beginning  of  april  this  year,  ten  mexu 
of  war  were  alfo  fent  to  salonic  a  for  frcih  reinforcements* 

These  powerful  fuccours  were  iient  to  achmxi^  basha.  The  winter  had  psBkdk 
without  any  action  worth  notice,  except  that  of  savi  mustafa,  who  marched  ocu:^* 
of  CAN  J  A  of  which  he  was  governor,  and  difperfed  the  Armenians  in.  the  neigh--^ 
bourhood  of  shamakie.  Thefe  people  taking  advantage  of  the  ptdent  drcum- 
flances,  formed  themfelves  into  a  Kind  of  republic,  which,  as  we  have  mentioned,. 
diilinguifhed  itfelf  by  the  total  defeat  of  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  men,  whom  ABr* 
D ALLAH  basha  had  fent^againft  them  the  preceding  fummen  It  was  not  long  be-^ 
fore  they  had  their  revenge  alfo  of  the  governor  of  oanja.  It  was  their  cuflom  to^ 
aflemble  in  great  numbers  during  easter,  in  a  plain  in  that  neighbourhood.  Hav- 
ing received  intelligence  that  the  turks  had  formed  a  defign  to  furprize  them  onv 
this  occafion,  they  took  their  meafures,  and  not  only  defended  themfelves,  but  alfo . 
drew  the  turks  into  their  defiles,  where  they  obtained  an  eafy  vidtory.over  them. 

Ashreff  faw  that  the. ottoman  court  meditated  his  ruin  ;  and  though  he  had. 
kqpt  the  field,  and  obtained  a  vidory  in  the  laft  campaign,  he  had  hanlly  any.oither 
fupport  than  his  own  abilities  to  maintain  himfelf  upon  the  throne    His  gieat 
point'^yas  to  increafe  his  reputation  for  piety  and  religion.     With  this  defign  he 

obliged 
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obliged  kis:  miflifters  and  principal  offioers  togi^ekiin  an  exii^  ac^oant  of  their  172' 
Gonduft  and  adminiftration  :  at  the  fame  time,  to  demonflrat^  how  much  be  meant 
to  govern  as  a  juft  prince,,  be  fent  to  all  his  governors  and  great  officers,  a  detail 
q{  his  military  operations,  and  of  the  manner,  in  which,  he  had  governed  lincc 
his  acceffion  to  the  throne, 

Tms  piece  of  polity  was  lefs  neceffary  than  hciinagined.  The  vaft' preparations; 
which  feemed  to  threaten  his  utter  deftru^Hori,  vafulhcd  of  thcmfelves.  The  new 
mifcd  troops  in  ti:urkey,  who  had  been  deceived  with  regard  to  the  place  to  which 
they  were  at  firft  ordered  to  march,  obftinately  irftifcd  to  pafs  the  frontiers  of  the 
empire.  The  defertion  was  fo  much  the  greater,  as  the  apprehenfion  of  a  general 
infuri«6tion  fecured  them  from  punifliment.  The  people  and  the  foldicrs  mur- 
mured alike  againll  a  war,  which  their  honeft,;  tho'  luperftitious  pjpejiidices, ,  taught; 
them  to  look  upon  as  unjuft  and  impious.. 

The  PORTjE,  alarmed  at  an  oppofition  which' deftatcdlicr  j^jeds^  dkl  not  he- 
litate  long  upon  what  meafures  to  take.     She  difpatched  orders  to  the  ss^ASicicit,. 
ACHMED  BASHA,  to  enter. as  ibon  as  poflible  into  a  negotiation,  and.  to  conclude  a 
^ace  with  4Shr£f^.  on  the  moil. honourable  conditions  he cguld  obtain. , 

How  preffing  fbever  thefe  orders  were*  achmeet  was  in  no  hurry  to  comply  with  • 
ihem.    This  general  having  received  frcfli  iuccours  from  the  rourds  and.  arabs,  . 
Had  formed  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men ;  with  i  thefe  he  hoped  to  repair  his  lofs 
in  the  lail  campaign^  the  difgrace  of  which  could  not  be  imputed  to  him.     The 
temper  of  this  general  was  too  well  known'  by  the  Turkish  miniftcrs,  to  depend  on., 
an  abiblute  compliance  on  his  Hde:  therefore  they  ient  to  him  rjchhueffendi^. 
a  man  of  ability  and  experience  ihbuiinefs.  '  This  minifter  arrived  in  septemberJ 
at-the  army,,  which  had  aineady  entered  the  plain  <^  ham  ad  aw,,  when  the  afohan 
army  was  jiot.  far  off.     The  seraskier  had  at  Iqaft  the  fatisfadion  of  treating  at. 
the  head  of  .an  army.     He  fent  to  zoula,  prime*minifter  and  general  of  ashreff's  . 
troq>s,  to  acquaint  him,  that  now  was  the  time  to  decide  their  quarrel ;  therefore - 
he  had  only  to  accept  of  the  conditions  which  he  was  commiflioned  to  propofe  to  > 
him,  or  prepare  for  battle  5  when  he  hoped  to  (hew  what^an  ottoman  general,  at ; 
the  head  of >a.faithful  army,  was  capable  of  performing. 

This  blBnt-nMnner-  of  opening  the  conferences,  contributed  ta  haflen  the  conclu* 
fion  of  a  peace,  now  become  equally  acceptable  to  both  parties.     The  negotiation ; 
being  referred  to  men  of  abilities  and  moderation,  towards  the  beginning  pi  ocxo^  - 
BjBR.a.treaty  of  peace  was  at  length  figned  in  the  camp  of  hamap  aUa 

T:HE  articles  were  as  follows : 

h  The  grand  signior  (hall  be  acknowledged  head  of  the  mufiSImen^and  the** 
true  fucceflbr  of  the  caliphs. 

U,  Ik  this  quality,  the.  public  prayer  *  (hall  be  made  in^hia  name  throughout  all  i 

PiERSIA^  ^I%. 

*  KOTBAM. 
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i7<i;.      III.  Th%  pr0viiice8».  cities;  and  towns,  which  he  pofleflcs  in  fersia,  (hall  be 
ceded  to  him  in  perpetuity. 

.  .IV.  He  ihall  re-enter  into  poflelfion  of  chusistan,  retaken  from  him  during 
the  war. 

V.  He  (hall  take  pofleflion,  and  hold  in  like  manner,  the  cities  of  zenoan,  svl« 
TAKiB,  SB  HER,  TiEHUiAN,  and  their  dependancies. 

VI.  The  artillery,  arms,  and  (tandards,  taken  from  the  ottoman  ^my  in  172 tiy 
Ihall  be  icftored. 

.  VII.  AsHREFF  (hall  be  acknowledged  by  the  grand  signior  as  lawful  foy«(eiga 
of  die  kingdom  of  per  sia. 

VIII.  He  (hall  be  named  as  fuch  after  the  oRANb  signior  in  the  pobKc  prayers^ 
and  ihall  coin  money  in  his  own  name. 

IX.  He  (hall  appoint  an  emir  hahdgee  toconduA  the  Persian  caravan,  which 
goes  every  year  in  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  \  This  caravan  ihall,  according  to 
culh>m,  take  the  road  to  baodat  ;  but  the  governor  of  that  city  (hall  not 
have  a  power,  as  formerly,  to  appoint  a  chief  over  it  &  nor  Ihall  it  be  fubjed 
to  the  authority  of  any  of  the  grand  sIonior^s  officers. 

The  treaty  being  ratified  on  both  fides,  the  peace  was  proclaimed  by  circular  let- 
tiers  through  the  ottoman  empire;  and  the  grand  signior^  by  a  (blemn  embafly^ 
•   Acknowledged  ashrbff  as  the  lawfol  (bvereign  of  Persia. 

*  This  coftom,  aa  I  have  oUerved,  had  been  difcontiniicd  by  the^ia$iXH<«  thoogh  the  t uMicia 
make  a  point  of  it. 
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P      ART        XI. 

THE 

BIRTH    AND    LI  F  E 

O    E 

NADIR      KOULI, 

Till  his  putting  TjEHMAS  SHAR 
IN  POSSESSION  OF  MESCHED  in  1727^. 

CHAP.     L 

^Be  namecfti^e  psrsian  ufurpery  bis  birtbj  captivity^  rMmei^  and  employment  in  tbr 
fervice  of  a  bug,  whom  he  murders-,  he  marries  the  daughter  of  the  ieceafedy  and- 
retires  into  the  mountains:  his  engagement  in  the  fervice  of  the  governor  of  kho- 
RASAN  :  he  commands  an  expedition  againft  the  ousbegs,  acquires  great  honour^  and,, 
is  afterwards  difgraced. 

THE  SMrereign  oftfae  univeife,  who  fixes  the  periods  of  empires^  and  re-  1727; 
ftrakis  the  wild  ambition  of  princes,  had  now  prepared  an  inftrnment  of  h^ 
veng^nee  to  chaftife.  the  aeghana,  whofe  cruelties  had  filled  pbrsia  with. 
Mood.  Their  triumphs  drew  near  an  end ;  the  hour  approached,  in  which  the 
Persians  were  to  take  ample  fatisfadion  for  all  (he  ravages  committed  by  thofe 
V&rpersy  from  the  death  of  gurghin  rhak  %  to  their  invafion  of  fersia.%  and. 
for  all  the  dreadful. calamities  they  had occafioned. during  that  periods 

About  this  time  appeared,  with  a  more  diftinguilhed  eclac^  nadir  rovli^  the 
biftory  of  whofc  life  and  adlions  will  ever  feem  wonderful^  becaufe  they  are  really^ 
fo^  and  not  the  fidions  of  romance,  or  the  Battery  of  panegy rifts  :  charaders  like 

his,. 

•^101709.  ^  10172s*  fTilli7a7. 
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1727.  his,  v^ill  excite  the  curioficy,  and  command  the  attention  of  poflerity,  fo  long  as 
the  lives  of  great  men,  and  accounts  of  great  a^ons,  cpntinue  the  obje6t  of  hifto- 
•/ical  enquiry.  We  (h^fl  here  find  a  fian,  wlxife  birth  and  beginning  were  fo  ob- 
fcure,  as  with  difficulty  to  be  traced  out;  conducing  to  an  iflUe,  with  amazing  re- 
folution  and  fteadinefs,  opportunities  he  had  worked  out  for  himfelf ;  planning  with 
deliberation  and  torefight,  the  fabric  of  his  future  fortune  ;  and  carrying  his  (fcfigns 
into  execution,  with  an  unwearied  application,  till,  like  other  mighty  conquerors 
before  him,  he  became  terrible  to  asia,  and  the  undoubted  arbiter  of  the  caft.  - 

Thi^  great  warrior  changed  hik  name*  as  he  changed  the  fit^iations  of  his  for^ 
tune,  which  has  occafioned  fome  perplexity :  his  real  name  was  KAolxt  koul,  o^ 
NADIR  KOULi\  Nadir,  both  in  the  Turkish  and  Persian  languages,  Hgnifies 
wonderful;  which  epithet  is  ufed  by  the  MAftoMMEOAJis  to  defign  the  particular 
attribute  of  the  deity,  as  we  ordinarily  fay  the  Almighty ;  tho*  the  tife  and  cuftom 
of  PERSIA  gives  it  to  people  of  the  loweft  rank  of  life.  When  ^hah  t^khmas 
made  hin;  a  khan^^  as  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  relate,  he  hoi|oiired  him  with  the 
addition  of  his  own  name  ;  and  this'  laft  is  one  of  the  higheft  dignities  that  can  be 
beftowed  by  the  monarchs  of  Persia.  He  was  then  Ti£HMA9  Icouli  khan*"  ;  and 
tho'  koul  (igniBes  a  (lave,  in  this  fenfe  it  is  the  higheft  badge  of  honour  in  the  eaft. 
Afterwards,  i^hen  he  became  the  fbvereign  of  Persia,  he  reafllimed  his  name  na- 
dir, with  the  addition  of  shah"*.  As  he  mtift  be  ever  confidered  as  an  ufuiper, 
the-  name  by  which  he  has  been  moft  4cnowny  and  probably  will  oontifiuc  to  be 
known,  to  pofterity  in  eurofe,  is  t/ehmas^  «ovti  khani 

Though  authors  feem  at  length  agreed  about  hi$  original  name^  their  accounts 
difier  in  fonie  particulars  with  regard  to  his  birth  and  family,  and  firft  appearance' 
in  life.  As  to  himiclf^  he  fbmetiities  boafted  of  the  meannefs  of  his  extra^ion;  at 
otherd,  policy  or  claprice  induced  him  to  claim  a  reiation  to  ginoi2^  khan,  the  great 
TURKUMAN  conqueror^  and  alfo  to  tamerlane*  I  have  not  yet  feen  any  account 
fo  fatisfaftory  and  confiftcnt,  as  what  I  received  in  persiX  5  and  I  am  the  more  in- 
clined to  acquiefcc  in  it,  becaufe,  tho*  there  are  very  few  reports  of  things,  in  which 
the  PERSIANS  agree',  yet  in  the  circumftances  I  am  now  about  to  relate,  people  of 
the  moft  underftanding,  and  "of  the  beft  intelligence,  unanimonfiy  concumxL 

According  tothefe  accounts,  nadir  was  born  in  die  year  1687,  at  a  iriOage,  of 
more  probably  in  a  tent,  a  few  days  journey  <  to  the  ibuth-eaft  cf  misched,  not 
far  from  kjeIatK     He  was  descended  frcnn  the  afshars,  who  are  a  tribe  of  tar- 
tar* 

*  KovL,  in  TURKISH,  i«  a  ilave ;  and  aADia  k6vli,  figaifies  the  Have  of  the  wotfdcrfal :  for  dw 
idiom  of  the  langaage  fixes  the  genitive  tn  the  a&teccdc&t  noon,  fo  that  infleid  of  WAfrAii  icout»  they 
fay  NAD  la  KOUL  1.  ^  Noble  or  chiefuia.  '  Which  figoiiies  die  lord,  who  is  a  Have  of 

T iB H M A s .  ^ Ka Dia  SHAH,  Or  NADIR  the  king.  *  This  orthography  (eems  moA  agreea- 

ble to  the  PERSIAN  pronunciation :  but  this,  as  well  ai  other  oriental  words,  are  varioufly  wrote  by 
diferent  aathon,  %$  tamas,  tahmas,  &c.  ^  Whether  it  has  been  from  thia  caafo,  or  dhaf 

few  people  have  trsiveUed  in  Persia,  1  find  the  feveral  accounts  which  have  been  written  ofTjBBiiAr 
KOUL  I  KHAN,  are,  for  the  mod  part,  very  erroneous;  fo  that  in  the  pfofecution  of  this  work,  I  ihaff 
cliuCe  rather  not  to  (ay  all  that  I  have  heard,  than  to  advance  any  thing,  of  t&e  tmth  of  whkh  I  am  in 
the  lead  diffident.  <  A  day^s  journey  is  commonly  reckoned  twenty-fonr  miles.     ^  I  do  not  find 

this  place  in  the  ma  j»s ;  but  I  ihall  have  frequent  occafion  to  mention  it  as  a  ftrong  hold,  and  the  repoi^ 
tory  of  the  treaAire^aken  from  the  mochols. 
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TARS,  and  fubjefts  of  Persia  :  they  live  for  the  moft  part  by  hufbandry,  and  fup- 1687* 
ply  the  PERSIANS  with  hories.and  cattle.  The  name  of  nadir's  father  was  imam 
KOULi,  whofe  fituation  of  life  was  fuch,  that  he  earned  his  bread  by  making  caps 
and  (heep-lkin  coats,  which  is  the  apparel  of  the  lowed  of  the  common  people  in 
PERSIA.  Nadir  himfelf  was  bied  to  no  other  employment  than  that  of  a  (hepherd, 
and  being  only  thirteen  years  of  age  when  imam  kouli  died,  he  was  left  in  fo  poor 
a  condition,  that  he  was  obliged  to  gather  (ticks  in  the  woods,  for  the  fupporc  of 
himfelf  and  his  mother,  and  carry  them  to  market  on  an  afs  and  a  camel  %  which 
were  his  only  patrimony. 

It  is  recorded  of  him,  that  when  he  was  returning  in  triumph  from  his  conqueft 
of  INDIA,  he  happened  to  pafs  near  the  place  of  his  nativity,  where  he  made  a  fet 
fpeech  to  his  chief  capuins,  in  which  he  related  in  what  manner  he  had  pailed  the 
early  part  of  his  life  J  and*  in  particular,  mentioned  the  feeding  his  father's  camel, 
concluding  to  this  effed :  ^'  You  now  fee,  to  what  a  height  it  has  pleafed  the  Al* 
^*  mighty  to  exalt  me ;  from  hence  learn  not  to  deipife  men  of  low  euate.'* 

About  the  year  1704,  when  he  was  ieventeen  or  eighteen  years  of  age,  the  ous- 1704. 
BEG  tartars  made  an  irruption  into  khorasan,  where  they  put  many  of  the  in- 
habitants to  the  fword,  and  carried  odiers  into  (lavery  ;  among  the  lafl  were  nadir 
KOULI  and  his  mother :  (he  died  in  captivity,  but  he  made  his  efcape  in  1708,  and  1708. 
returned  to  khorasan.  From  this  time  we  hear  no  more  of  him,  till  with  fbme  of 
his  companions  he  robbed  a  flock  of  flieep  *• -,  the  money  which  this  produced,  en- 
abled him  to  retire  into  the  mountains.  We  do  not  find  that  he  continued  the  pro- 
fefllion  of  a  robber  for  any  length  of  time,  but  entered  into  the  fervice  of  a  beg,  by  171 2. 
whom  he  was  employed  as  a  courier.  He  was  once  charged  with  difpatches  of  im- 
portance to  the  PERSIAN  court  at  Isfahan,  and  lent  in  company  with  another  cou- 
rier, as  is  frequently  pradtifed  in  Persia.  Whether  nadir  was  ambitious  of  being 
the  fole  carrier  of  thefe  difpatches  ;  or  whether  his  fellow-courier  did  not  travel  faft 
enough ;  or  for  fome  other  fecret  reafbn,  he  killed  him.  After  his  arrival  at  Isfahan, 
he  told  his  ftory  fo  well,  that  he  procured  admittance  to  the  minifters  of  shah  sul- 
tan HUSSEIN,  to  whom  he  afligned  fuch  plaufible  reafons  for  his  conduft  on  the 
road,  that  he  was  not  only  acquitted,  but  received  prefents,  and  was  fent  back  with 
anfwers  to  the  letters  he  had  brought.     Hb  mafter,  however,  received  him  with 

fuch 

•  In  proof  oT  this  I  was  told  an  anecdofie*  pretty  remarkable^  and  moch  to  hb  honour.  After  he  Was 
axalced  to  the  throne  and  fovereignty  of  pbrsia>  a  perfon  named  by  said ar,  who  had  been  his  compa- 
nion and  fellow -labourer  in  ranging  the  woods,  was  created  a  khan»  and  granted  the  privilege  of  wearing 
the  black  heron's  feathers  on  the  left  fide :  this  is  one  of  the  highefl  marlu  of  favour  m  PiasiA*  for  their 
kings  wear  tbefe  plumes  upon  the  right,  as  a  badge  of  their  fovereignty.  This  man  died  at  kislar,  on 
an  embaffy  to  hussia.  Nadik,  upon  conferring  thofe  honours  upon  him»  fpoke  thefe  words,  "  Do  not 
**  grow  proud,  but  remember  the  afs,  and  the  picking  of  flicks/^  And  fo  late  as  1 74^ ,  kkle  k  bbo  a  yur* 
balhi  or  captain,  declared,  that  nadjr  kouli,  having;  formerly  borrowed  of  him  fifty  batmans  of  wheat* 
which  is  about  the  value  of  thirty  (hiltings  of  onr  money,  he  had  often  importuned  bock  nadir  kouli 
and  his  brother,  who  was  afterwards  ibrahim  khan,  for  payment  of  it;  and  that  at  length  they  did  re- 
pay him  thirty  batmans  of  the  fifty.  What  is  ftill  more  remarkable,  and  more  convincing  of  the  trath  ; 
after  he  afcended  the  throne  of  pbrsi  a,  he  took  notice  of  this  incident  in  a  pobltc  manner,  and  reproach- 
ed KELEK  BEG  for  his  unmerctful  importunity,  bntdid  not  pay  the  bailance  of  this  debt  of  povoty,  nor 
take  any  further  notice  of  the  man. 

^  Not  of  his  father*s,  as  fome  writors  niention,  lor  he  waa  already  dead  {  nor  do  we  find  (tho*  hii  ua^ 
cle  might  be  in  better  ciicomftances)  diat  hi»&tlier  was  ever  mafter  of  a  flock  of  ihetp. 

Vol..  H.  '  LI 
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1712.  fuch  a  countenance,  as  gave  reafon  to  fufpcft  that  he  meditated  hU  deftnidioa^ 
Nadir  perceiving  this,  refolved  to  kill  his  mafter-,  to  which  he  was  the  more  in- 
cinced,  from  a  violent  paflion  he  had  conceived  for  his  daughter,  whem  he  had  de- 
manded in  marriage,  but  was  refuled.  After  the  murder  was  perpetrated,  he  took 
the  lady  away,  and  retired  into  the  mountains.  One  eflfefk  of  this  enterprize  wa«  the 
birth  of  RizA  kouli  myrza,  whofe  genius  and  difpofition  had  £>  great  a  refem* 
blancc  with  his  father's.  This  xJefperate  a,€tion  having  acquired  him  a  reputatioa 
for  courage,  fome  of  the  domeftics  of  his  late  mafter  the  beg,  joined  him,  and 
they  became  robbers.  In  this  ftation  they  continued  for  &>mt  time;,  plundering  as^ 
favourable  opportunities  occurred.  Nadir  at  length  offered  his  fervice  to  babulu 
KHAN  governor  of  khorasan  \  by  whom  he  was  accepted  in  the  capacity  of  a  gen* 
tleman  uflier  ^ 

1 7 14.  It  may  feem  ftrange,  that  a  chief  of  a  gang  of  fi^e-booters,  ibould  be  received 
into  the  family  of  a  governor  of  a  province,  and  have  an  honourable  office  beftowed 
on  him.  But  this  will  not  appear  fuch  a  matter  of  fiirprizey  if  we  confider  the  great 
extent  of  country,  and  that  nadir's  robberies  were  for  the  moft  part  in  mazan- 
DERAN,  which  is  three  or  four  hundred  miles  diftant  ftotn  m^scmd.  Add  to  this, 
that  a  man  of  perfonal  ftrength  and  bravery  generally  meets,  with  a  favourable  recep- 
tion in  piRSi  A,  wiriiout  being  much  queftioned  concerning  his  manner  of  life.  Befides, 
the  revolt  of  mir  ta  is  had  alarmed  the  eaftern  provinces,  as  it  gaveoccaOon  for  the 
TARTARS  to  make  frequent  mroads :  men  of  a  promifing  figure,,  or  remarkable  for 
their  gallant  behaviour,  were  therefore  fure  of  being  acceptable  y  and  thus  we  majs 
reconcile  the  conduft  of  the  governor  of  kh  or  as  an. 

The  PERSIANS  are  all  fuppofed  tabe  foldiers  upon  occa/ion ;  and  it  may  be  pre- 
fumed,  that  nadir's  reputation  for  courage  and  perfonal  ftrength,  were  recom- 
^  mendations  more  prevalent  than  virtue,  or  any  pdite  accompliftiment.  But  with- 
out being  bfed  at  court,  from  the  ftrength  of  his  own  genius  and  difcernment,  lie 
was  a  mafter  of  the  arts  of  addrefs,  and  having  a  mind  unreflrained  by  any  moral 
confideration,  he  infinuated  himfclf  into  the  affcdions  of  thofr,  whom  he  afDerwards. 
made  no  fcruple  to  deftroy.  He  behaved  fo  well  in  this  new  fcrvioe,  that  he  won 
the  heart  of  his  mafter ;  and,  under  the  fpecious  pretence  ^  defiring  to  plcafe,  he 
concealed  his  ambition.  1  he  fatisfa(ftion  he  cxpreflcd  in  his  prefent  fituation,  in-- 
duced  his  companions  to  believe,  that  to  be  faithful  in  the  caufe  he  efpoufed,  was 
the  virtue  he  afpired  at  moft  *,  however,  he  afiedbd  a  particular  zeal  for  fbme,  wbilft 
he  ftiewed  a  coldnefsfor  others,  as  they  feemed  more  or  Icfi  inclined  to  his  intereft. 

1717.  The  diftrefies^  of  Persia  increafing,  he  had  not  been  long  in  the  fervice  of  ba- 
bulu KHAN,  before  a  command  in  the  army  was  given  kim,  in  which  he  behaved 

with 

^  Ba'bulu  khah  had  alfo  the  tidt  of  ieglbr  bbo,  •r  lord  of  lords :  I  hxfe  had  occafion  to  eiq>]ain» 
that  there  are  not  above  three  or  four  in  the  empire,  of  whom  one  is  alwajrs  fixed  iiiKHoaASAii.  This 
province  has  been  generally  coniidered  as  a  kingdom,  and  the  government  given:  to  the  king^s  ton,  or 
neareft  relation.  Some  ages  are  pafl  fince  a  wall  was  built  along  this  fW>ntier»  to  prevent  the  tncnriion  of 
the  TART  A  R  9,  of  which  there  are  ftill  fome  remains :  bvt  shah  ABABtheoasAT  removed  feveral  thou- 
fand  families  from  other  provinces,  and  brought  them  hither,  alledeing  that  a  wall  of  Beih  was  the  moft 
effeAoal  barrier  againft  an  enemy.  Nadir  after  this  example  fixed  fi^eral  fitmilles  of  jaws  and  chri- 
stians, as  well. as  mahommbdani,  in  mbschbd,  to  fome  ^ whom  he  lent  money  to  trade,  to  otben 
lands  were  afiigned  to  cultivate*  ^  Esib.  ajsaasu  *  Seepage  123, 124,  ^c 

/  a: 
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\¥!th  great  Intrepidity,  in  feveral  flcirmifhcs  with  the  tartars  of  kieva  and  bok-  17 19. 
HARA,  who  frequently  made  inroads  on  the  frontiers  of  khorasan.  Ezadal- 
LAH  being  already  mafter  of  herat,  and  the  kourds  in  the  weft  making  incurfions 
into  iRAC  agemi  ;  the  tartars  %  who  are  generally  called  ousbegs  %  came  this 
year  in  a  body  of  above  ten  thoufand  men,  and  began  fo  lay  wafte  the  moft  fertile 
plains  of  khor  asan,  plundering  the  inhabitants,  and  carrying  many  thoufands  into 
captivity.  In  this  emergency  babulu  khan  colledied  all  his  forces,  which  did  not 
exceed  fix  theufand  men,  and  of  thefe  part  were  infantry.  His  officefs  fliewed  a  re- 
ludance  to  try  their  fortune  with  ib  unequal  a  force,  againfl:  a  people  of  fuch  Jcnown 
bravery  as  the  tartars.  Nadir  kouli  had  different  fentiments  of  the  matter ; 
and  from  his  experience  of  the  valour  of  the  khan's  troops,  offered  his  fervice  to 
march  at  their  head  againfl:  thele  r^vagers ;  declaring  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
would  engage  his  life  upon  the  event.  Nadir's  military  virtues  were  evidently  fu- 
perior  to  thoie  of  the  officers  about  the  khan,  though  he  was  not  now  above  thirty- 
three  years  of  age.  The  khan  was  fo  ferifible  of  this,  that  he  had  already  given 
him  the  command  of  a  thoufand "" ;  and  not  having  the  leaft  doubt  of  his  fidelity, 
he  accepted  the  off^r,  and  conferred  upon  him  the  command  of  his  troops,  during 
the  intended  expedition,  whilft  himfclf  remained  in  the  city,  to  keep  good  order, 
and  prevent  the  inhabitants  from  following  the  example  of  thofe  of  herat,  who 
had  revolted  three  years  before.  Several  of  the  officers  refufed  to  aft  under  this 
new  general,  but  their  place  was  foon  fupplied  by  others,  whom  nadir  ap* 
proved  erf. 

The  ousbegs  were  already  advanced  to  the  banks  of  the  river  tedjbn,  within  a 
few  days  march  ofMESCHED.  Nadir  having  with  great  application  provided  what 
was  necelTary  for  the  expedition,  marched  at  the  head  of  his  troops  in  fearch  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  pillaging  at  large.  The  news  of  the  approach  of  a  Persian  ar- 
my brought  them  together,  and  they  prepared  for  battle ;  their  numbers  being  al- 
moft  double  to  thofe  under  nadir*$  command.  We  have  no  particular  account 
of  this  adtion,  but  in  general  terms,  that  the  tartars,  according  to  their  ordinary 
cuftom,  charged  with  great  fwy.  Nadir  having  fdedjtcd  a  proper  grounds  ^nd 
encouraged  his  men,  ftood  the  fliock^  and  when  the  tajrtars  by  their  own  impe* 
tuofitywere  in  fome  diforder,  the  Persian  troops  made  a  general  difcharge  of  their 
fire-arms,  then  falling  on  with  their  fabres  and  battle-axes,  put  them  to  flight, 
deftroying  near  three  thoufand  men,  and  retaking  all  their  plunder  and  qaptivQS, 
which  were  very  confid^rable. 

Nadir,  elate  with  this  his  firft  viftory,  returned  in  triumph  to  mesched,  where 
he  was  received  with  great  exprefTions  of  joy.  The  fire'  of  his  ambition  now  began 
to. blaze,  nor  could  he  fupprefs  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  fervices,  but  demanded  to 
be  confirmed  in  his  office  of  general,  under  the  command  of  babulu  khan.  .  This 
governor  aflfured  him  that  he  would  write  to  court  in  his  favour,  and  that  nothing 
mould  be  wanting  on  his  part  to  reward  his  merit.     Whether  it  was  that  babulu 

L   1    2  KHAN 

*  Of  indef>en<iaDt  tauta* y.  ■  ^  Qpsi^^cs  wc  havcnacntioncd  to  figi^ify  free  and  independant. 

^  ComoMmders  of  a  thoufand  as^  called  MIm  bash  is.  As  few  readers  cm  retain  a  remembrance  of  the 
«xglaiiaQon  of  p&«.si^ai  .word3»  J  fii^U  pypid  tk^  ^^  much  as  pofTiblc  ;  but  when  they  neceifarily  occufy 
I  fhall  occafionally  mentioR^eir  iignificatlon,  tho'  the  fame  words  fliould'havrc  been  already  explained  in 
other  parts  of  (bis  work,' 
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:^yi9*  KHAN  did  not  ad  ingenuoufly,  and  agreeable  to  bis  purpofe ;  or  thitt  the  weak  ad* 
miniftration  of  shah  sultan  hussein  evaded  the  promotion  of  the  brave  nadjRs 
is  uncertain.  He  was  much  incenfed  at  his  difappointment,  aad  what  added  to  his 
refentment,  was  to  fee  a  perfon  much  younger  than  himfelf,  and  a  relation  of  ba- 
BULu  KHAN,  without  either  experience  or  abilities,  placed  in  his  command.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  nadir  demanded  of  the  khan  the  reafons  of  fo  unjuft  a  con- 
dud  ;  and  with  a  ferocity  peculiar  to  him,  made  no  fcruple  to  declare  his  opinion, 
that  the  khan  had  not  aded  as  a  man  of  honor.  This  infolent  behaviour  obliged 
the  governor  to  alter  his  condud ;  inibmuch  that  from  the  higheft  commendations  of 
nadir's  valor,  he  condemned  him  to  be  beaten,  in  the  fevereft  manner,  on  the 
foles  of  his  feet*.  What  contributed  to  this  difgrace,  was  the  envy  of  nadir's  abi- 
lities as  a  Ibldier,  among  feveral  officers  of  diftindion  in  the  Persian  troops.  It  is 
eafy  to  imagine  that  a  man. of  fo  imperious  a  fpirit,  could  but  ill  brook  fuch  indigni- 
ties i  he  therefore  retired  from  mesched  to  feck  fome  new  adventure. 
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CHAP.     11. 

Nadir  retires  to  KiVLAT,  and  is  well  received  by  bis  uncle.     From  thence  be  retreats 
to  the  mountains 9  Kvbere  be  farms  a  ftrong  party ^  and  robs  for  feveral  years.     Tbi 

AFGHANS  take  ISFAHAN.     SeF  O  DIN  BEG  dcfcrtS  SHAH  TiCHMAS.     NaDIR's  Unck 

obtains  a  pardon  for  bis  nephew  of  the  shah.  Nadir's  treacherous  conduit  infeizing 
KiCLAT  \  be  beats  afirongparty  of  the  afohans,  takes  vjQHABVKiand'reinforces 
bis  army  with  a  thoufand  men. 

NADIR  being  thus  turned  loofe  into  the  worlds  applied  his  thoughts  imme- 
diately how  to  retrieve  his  fortunes,  and  do  himfelf  that  juftice  which  be 
could  not  cAtain  of  babulu  khan.  His  uncle  *",  a  chief  of  one  of  the  tribes  of  the 
AFSHARS,  commanded  at  KiCtAT,  a  ftrong  hold,  about  ten  days  journey  from 
misched  :  to  him  he  applied,  and  complained  of  the  hard  treatment  he  had  met  in 
the  king's  fervice.  His  uncle  entertained  him  for  fome  time,  till  by  his  intrigues 
he  began  to  difcover  ambitious  defignfi,  and  thus  becoming  an  objed  of  jealoufyt 
he  was  obliged  to  retire. 

Nadir  was  now  determined  to  fcek  a  fupport  by  the  arts  of  violence,  in  which  he 
was  a  thorough  proficient.  Experience  having  taught  him,  that  he  could  not  pro*i 
<ure  a  fubfiftence  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  vaft  defires,  by  any  other  means.  It  is 
probable,  he  had  already  planned  a  defign  of  getting  pofieifion  of  k^elat  ;  how- 
ever, he  retired,  for  the  third  time,  into  the  mounuins,  where  he  returned  to  his 
old  trade  of  robbery. 

Magh- 

X  *  This  IS  common  to  pcrfons  of  the  higheft  rask  in  f  msi  a.    See  Vol.  I.  p.  174*  ^  It  mxf 

perhaps  £bem  ftrange,  that  nadir's  father  flioaid  have  been  a  cap.  maker,  and  his  uncle  chief  of  a  tribe« 
mid  governor  of  ic jbi. at  ;  bnt  not  fo  flrange  as  n ADia*a  ewn  fbrtttne.  When»  and  by  what  means,  the 
ande  became  chief  of  a  tribe,  I  know  not ;  but  it  is  notib  difficult  to  compiehend,  how  one  brother  maj 
be  jA  eafy  circumftances,  and  the  other  poor  i  whilft  we  fee  fo  many  rerobtioiis  in  human  a^in  in  a  v« 
raoBj  and  mapy  moic  in  asi a. 
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Maohmud  having  invaded  pbi^sia*  and  compelled  the  unfortunate  husseik  to  1722* 
yield  up  his  capital,  together  with  his  diadem,  the  provinces  were  involved  in- 
great  confufion  and  diftrefs.  This  event  afforded  the  better  opportunity  to  nadir, 
to  colleft  a  body  of  men  of  delperate  fortunes,  many  of  whom  had  already  ferved 
under  him  as  fol(Jiers.  After  robbing  feveral  caravans,  he  foon  acquired  riches 
enough  to  bring  together  the  number  of  feven  or  eight  hundred  men  of  approved 
refolution  ;  and  having  fixed  a  rendezvous  in  the  mountains,  they  made  incurfions 
into  KHORASAN,  and  the  adjacent  provinces,  laying  the  country  under  fuch  contri- 
butions as  they  pleafed  to  impofe. 

The  AFGHANS,  though  in  pofleffion  of  Isfahan,  were  not  fufficiently  numerous 
to  make  a  rapid  conqueft  of  the  whole  empire ;  feveral  provinces  and  cities  in  the 
heart  of  it,  as  well  as  the  frontiers,  refufed  to  fubmit  5  and  thereby  cut  them  out 
work  for  fome  time.  As  to  t/bhmas,  the  fourth  fon  of  hussein  %  who  made  his 
efcape  from  Isfahan,  and  was  now  confidered  as  the  lawful  heir  of  the  Persian 
monarchy,  he  was  rather  a  fugitive  himfclf,  than  in  a  capacity  of  fupporting  order 
and  government  in  thofe  provinces  not  yet  fubjefted  to  the  Afghans  ;  and  was  now  1724. 
content  with  an  obfcure  life,  in  the  province  of  mazanderan.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  TURKS  as  already  related,  feized  upon  the  provinces  in  the  weft  and  fouth-  weft; 
and  the  Russians  conquered  the  weftern  coaft  of  the  Caspian,  including  great  part 
of  GHiLAN.  However,  as  foon  as  t^ehmas  was  informed  that  the  king  his  father 
had  abdicated  his  right  to  the  fovcreignty,  he,  in  quality  of  fucceflbr,  took  the 
title  of  SHAH,  by  which  name  we  Ihall  call  him,  tho*  he  can  hardly  be  faid  to  have 
been  more  than  a  nominal  king. 

Whilst  he  was  negotiating  fecret  treaties  with  the  provinces  that  profeflcd  any  1726. 
fidelity  to  him,  or  fending  embaflies  to  implore  the  afliftance  of  the  neighbouring 
ftates,  nadir  extended  his  lawlefs  fovereignty  in  the  eaftern  frontiers,  living  on 
fpoil,  and  exafting  what  he  thought  ncceffary  for  the  fupport  of  himfelf  and  his 
followers. 

About  five  years  pafted  under  thefe  circupiftances ;  when  at  length,  t^ehmas  1727^ 
coUefted  a  little  army  ;  but  his  father's  forwne  ftill  purfued  him.  One  of  his  prin- 
cipal generals,  sef  o  din  beg,  a  chief  of  the  bavots  %  having  given  fome  offence 
and  being  apprehenfive  of  punifliment,  fled  from  t^ehmas's  camp  with  the  troops 
under  his  command,  which  were  no  lefs  than  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  joined  na- 
dir KouLi,  who  was  then  in  the  fame  province  of  khorasan.  The  union  of  their 
forces  compofed  a  body  of  near  three  thoufand  men,  which  the  adjacent  country  was 
compelled  to  fupport.  This  formidable  body  being  within  thirty  leagues  of  k/^- 
tAT,  nadir's  uncle  began  to  be  much  alarmed,  left  his  nephew  ihould  attempt 
to  diflodge  him  from  his  ftrong  hold.  In  order,  therefore,  to  fupport  a  good  un- 
derftanding^  he  wrote  to  him  in  very  obliging  terms,  intimating  that  he  had  now  a 
.  fair  opportunity  of  making  his  fortune,  by  engaging  in  the  lervice  of  his  lawful  (b- 
vereign  shah  t^ehmas  ;  who,  he  was  fure,  would  pardon  him  and  all  his  follow- 
ers. 

«  His  elded  6>n  wau  sefpib  MTHzAy  whom  the  minifiers  of  sHah  hvssbjv  had  once  caufed  to  be 
^onfioed*  from  an  apprehenfion  that  he  had  too  much  coarage  and  fagacity  to  fuffer  that  infamons  adnri- 
niftration,  for  which  tney  were  fo  diftineaiihed  i  and  it  is  prefumed  that  this  prince  was  afterwards  putia 
death  by  the  afoiiani.    |^Thef<  arc  the  inhabitants  of  put  bayao,  a^iltridlin  kovhiatah. 
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i^ty.  ^^^'  Nadir  fccmed  to  relifh  the  propofal,  and  dcfired  his  uncle  to  procure  the 
king's  pardon,  which  he  would  gladly  accept.  Accordingly  the  unck  reprcfented 
the  cafe  to  the  shah,  who,  tho'  he  knew  nadir  to  be  a  moft  notorious  offenderi 
yet,  beins  in  great  need  of  fo  brave  and  experienced  an  officer,  with  fo  confiderable 
a  body  of  men,  TiEHMAS  immediately  figned  the  pardon,  and  fent  it  to  KiSLAT* 

The  uncle  no  fooner  received  this  writing,  than  he  di(patchcd  it  to  his  nephew  i 
upon  the  receipt  of  which,  nadir  klouli  fct  out  for  k^elat,  in  company  with  sii 
o  DIN  BEG,  under  an  efcort  of  an  hundred  men  of  his  beft  troops.  He  had  now  a 
convenient  opportunity  of  exercifing  his  genius  in  the  art  of  treachery.  His  uncle 
received  him  with  great  kindnefs,  and  entertained  him  and  his  followers  as  perfons 
to  whom  he  had  done  a  fignal  fervicc,  and  from  whom  confequently  he  apprehended 
no  harm ;  at  the  fame  time  he  fliewed  theni  all  the  honor  and  regard  due  to  peribns 
of  rank  and  condition.  Nadir,  on  the  other  hand,  had  not  forgot  the  indignities 
offered  him  five  years  before  ;  neither  was  he  ignorant  of  the  motives  of  his  uncle  ja 
procuring  the  pardon,  nor  of  the  king's  views,  in  granting  it :  but  whatever  moral 
confiderations  ought  to  have  influenced  his  conduct,  his  thirft  of  power  filenced  the 
diftates  of  confcience.  Thus  he  determined  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  an  ho- 
fpitable  reception,  and  under  the  ipecious  pretence  of  an  obliged  guefl;,  to  make  a  fa- 
crifice  of  his  benefaftor.  For  this  purpofe  he  fccretly  left  orders  that  five  hundred 
n\pre  of  his  befl:  men  Ihould  follow  him  the  next  day^  and  conceal  themielves  near 
the  fortrefs  of  kjelat^  and  there  be  ready  at  a  fignal  appointed. 

Having  thus  concerted  his  meafures,  the  fecond  night  after  his  arrival  he  ordered 
his  hundred  men  within  the  caflle  to  kill  the  centries,  and  fhut  up  the  reft  of  the 
garrifon,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  men,  in  their  baracs,  whtift  he  went  him- 
lelf  into  his  uncle's  chamber  and  murdered  him.  As  foon  as  he  naade  the  fignal, 
bis  five  hundred  men  were  let  in  at  the  gates,  and  he  became  abfolute  matter  of  the 
fortrefs  without  fhedding  much  blood.  Thofe  of  the  garrifon  who  did  not  chufe 
to  fliare  his  fortune,  he  fet  at  liberty.  The  next  day  he  difpatched  meflcngcrs  with 
the  news  of  his  fuccefs,  ordering  the  remainder  of  his  men  to  join  him.  Infteadof 
changing  his  refidence  continually,  tfs  the  apprehenfions  of  an  enemy,  or  other  rea- 
fons  of  convenience  might  render  neceflary,  he  now  eftablifhed  his  head-quarters  in 
this  fortrefs.  K^elat  includes  a  confiderable  fpot  of  ground,  the  natural  fituation 
of  which,  with  the  affiftance  of  fome  art,  has  rendered  it  almoft  inacceflSble.  The 
fuccefs  of  this  cnterprize  was  the  more  grateful  to  nadir,  as  this  place  was  not  far 
tfiftant  from  that  of  his  birth  :  his  poor  relations  and  friends  in  the  neighboochood 
were  relieved  by  his  bounty,  and  the  humanity  with  which  he  treated  moft  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  country,  induced  numbers  to  cnHft  themfelves  in  his 
troops.  He  continued  there  for  leveral  months  levying  contributions,  fo  that  from 
this  time  he  in  fome  meafure  appeared  as  an  independent  fovcreign,  eipecially  as 
SHAH  TiEHMAS*s  authority  was  not  acknowledged  at  mesched,  meluck  magh* 
MUD,  an  ABDX)LLEE  chicf,  having  taken  poflTeflion  of  that  city  fome  years  before  in 
confequence  of  bis  treaty  with  maghmud  the  afghan  ufurpcr. 

Nadir  thus  becoming  formidable,  carried  his  views  beyond  the  plunder  of  <lc* 
iencelcfs  peafants  :  he  afpired  at  the  delivery  of  his  country  from  her  foreign  cne* 

•  mics. 
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mies,  particularly  the  afohans,  who  had  lorded  it  over  the  Persians  with  the  ut-  1727^ 
moft  barbarity  for  five  years.  But  altho'  he  appeared  as  a  fovereign,  he  did  not 
pretend  to  wage  war  againft  tlie  Afghans  in  any  other  name  than  that  of  shah 
TiEHMAS.  As  he  was  confcious  that  shah  TiCHMAS  mufl:  refent  his  killing  his 
uncle,  under  pretence  of  accepting  the  royal  pardon,  he  refolved  to  do  fome  fignal 
aftion,  in  behalf  of  the  king,  that  might  obliterate  the  remembrance  of  his  condud: 

•atK^LAT. 

With  this  view  he  prepared  for  an  expedition  againft  the  Afghans,  who  were 
matters  of  the  neighbouring  city  nichabur  %  where  they  had  a  garrifon  of  above 
three  thoufand  men.  Nadir's  forces  exceeded  this  number,  but  being  unaccuftom- 
ed  to  fieges,  he  determined  to  make  ufc  of  a  ftratagpm  to  draw  the  enemy  out  of  ' 
their  garrifon.  The  Afghans,  who  confidered  nadir  rather  as  a  freebooter  than 
the  general  of  a  formidable  body  of  forces,. apprehended  no  great  danger  from  his 
.neighbourhood.  Their  troops,  to  the  number  of  fix  hundred,  were  fecurely  ma- 
.rauding,  when  nadir  decached  about  that  number  of  his  cavalry,  who  attacked 
them  unexpectedly,  and  cut  them  to  pieces.  Upon  this,  the  governor  with  his 
whole  garriibn  iffued  forth,  to  fall  upon  the  Persians,  who  immediately  retreated 
towards  banrahad,  a  defile  in  the  mountains,  which  ieparates  the  provinces  of 
khorasan  and  astrabad  ;  this  was  the  rendezvous  appointed.  The  afghans 
purlued  them  for  feveral  leagues  ^  till  they  came  to  this  defile :  nadir,  in  the 
mean  while  had  marched  with  fifteen  hundred  of  his  men,  and  under  the  favor  of 
a  wood  which  covers  thefe  mountains,  he  concealed  his  men  at  the  entrance  of  the 
pafs.  The  Afghans,  not  fufpefting  any  other  enemy  to  be  near,  followed  the  fix 
hundred  men  with  an  impatience  of  refendng  the  lofs  tliey  had  juft  fuftained  at 
nichabur.  As  foon  as  they  had  well  entered  the  defile,  which  is  very  narrow,  the 
PERSIANS  faced  about,  whilft  nadir  with  his  body  of  men  in  ambufcade  fell  upon 
them  inTthc  rear,  with  fuch  impetuofity^  that  the  aftonilhed  Afghans,  incapable  of 
afting  with  their  cavalry,  and  fufpeding  themfclves  furroundcd  by  a  great  army, 
became  an  eafy  prey,  and  few  of  them  efi;»ped  the  flaughtcr. 

•  After  divkling  die  fpoil  taken  upon  this  occafion,  nadir  returned  to  nichabur, 
the  gates  of  which  were  opened  to  him.  He  took  poflcflion  of  it  in  the  name  of 
.'SHAH  TMnMASf  charging  Jus  troops  not  to  injure  any  of  the  inhabitants  i  declar- 
ing that  his  intentions  were  to  deliver  them  from  the  tyranny  and  ufurpation  of  the 
AFGHANS,  and  to  fupport  them  in  their  fidelity  to  their  true  fovereign  j  as  he  knew 
that  necefiity  only  hsKl  induced  th^m  to  fubmit  to  their  late  matters.  The  efFefts 
belonging  to  die  Afghans  he  divided  among  his  foWiers ;  and  the  humanity  with 
which  he  treated  the  inhabitants,  was  fo  remarkable,  that  without  forcing  a  fingle 
perfon  to  join,  him,  he  obtained  a  reinforcement  of  near  a  thoufand  men. 

*  Ni€HABir«,,io]iietime$  called  ihak,  wasibrmeiiythe  capital  of  khorasan,  till  abas  the  g^  bat 
eftabhihed  the  tomb  of  imam  kouli  riza  at  mbschid.  *  The  entrance  of  this  defile  is  about 

jeight  or  ten  leagues  diflance  from  nichabur. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.      III. 

NADiincouLi  hears  of  the  diftrefs  of  shau  tjehmas  at  farabad  -,  dejires  bis  par* 
dof^  and  obtains  it.  He  joins  bis  forces  with  tbofe  under  the  command  of  fat ey 
ALi  KHAN,  whom  be  afterwards  kills^  and  acquires  the  fok  command  of  the  army. 
Hi  conduSs  shah  Ti«HMAS  to  NicHABva,  and  from  thence  to  mesched.  Shah 
TiEHMAsV  devotion  in  that  city. 

I72-»TT  7  H  I  LS  T  nadir  was  preparing  at  nichabur  for  new  expeditions,  he  re- 
W  chived  intelligence  that  shah  TiCHMAS  was  reduced  to  great  extremities. 
This  prince  had  been  pent  up  in  mazanderan,  as  a  kind  of  dependant  on  fatey 
ALi  KHAN  kHajar  %  who  had  during  the  troubles  taken  pofleffionof  that  pfovinoe, 
and  alio  of  ashabad,  which  being  fortified  by  the  mountains  that  furround  them, 
the  inhabitants  not  only  refuied  to  fubmit  to  the  dominion  of  the  afohans,  but 
alio  to  that  of  their  legal  fovereign. 

Ti£HMAS  fent  a  body  of  forces,  whom  the  khajars  repulfed :  but  upon  bis  tak- 
ing a  iblemn  oath  to  pardon  them  all,  and  that  he  would  never,  upon  any  confide- 
ration,  touch  the  lifeof  fatey  ali  khan  khajar,  but  always  treat  him  as  a  faith- 
ful fervant ;  the  khan  on  his  part  fwore  allegiance,  and  the  khajars,  who  were 
naturally  attached  to  the  seffie  family,  became  the  only  fafeguard  of  the  king. 

TiVHMAS  in  the  mean  while  treated  with  the  turks  and  the  Russians,  but  was 
far  from  receiving  fuccours  from  either.  On  the  contrary,  they  divided  great  part 
t>f  his  dominions  as  already  mentioned ;  inibmuch  that  he  was  obliged  to  take  up 
his  quarters  at  farabad^  j  from  whence,  in  cafe  of  danger  to  his  perfbn,  he  could 
embark  on  the  Caspian  sea.  Thefe  circumftances  were  favourable  to  nadir,  who 
made  no  doubt  of  procuring  a  frill  pardon  for  all  his  ofiences ;  indeed  he  had  the 
more  reafon  to  expeffc  it,  as  his  laft  aftion  againfl  the  Afghans  had  increafed  his 
military  reputation,  and  made  him  confidered,  in  Ibme  meafure,  as  the  infhtiment 
of  providence  for  the  delivery  of  his  country.  Under  thefe  circumftances  he  caufed 
his  forces  to  advance  to  the  confines  of  mazander  an,  and 'fent  to  acquaint  the 
SHAH  of  the  affair  of  NICHABUR,  with  affurances  that  himfelf  and  his  troops  were 
entirely  at  his  majefty's  fervice :  adding,  that  he  defined  to  have  the  honor  of  wait- 
ing upon  the  king,  to  whom  he  would  give  an  account  of  the  reaibns  of  hiscondud 
at  Ki£LAT,  which  fortrels  he  held  at  the  king's  orders.  Tho'  rMHUA%  had  re- 
ceived impreifions  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  nadir,  propofals  of  this  nature 
leemed  to  promife  feme  happy  event,  and  were  highly  fatisfa&ory.  The  shah 
therefore  made  anfwer,  that  he  might  come  with  all  fecurity,  and  Ihould  be  received 
4U  his  faithful  fervant.  Accordingly  nadir,  leaving  his  troops  at  Ibme  diftance, 
iet  out  with  an  efeort  of  an  hundred  cavalry  for  farabad. 

The 

*  TUa  wa«  die  faxher  of  mahommbd  HtrsiAN^  bv  wliom  1  wa»^  robbed.  See  VoL  I.  p^je  206. 
Fatbt  ali  khak  was  a  native  of  astkabap,  tne  inhabitantt  of  which,  as  I  have  explained  in 
Vol.  I.  page  2069  are  diftinguiihed  by  the  name  of  ehaj  abs^  ^  This  is  the  place  mentioned 

ia  VoL  I  piige  141^ 
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Thb  khajars  had  engaged,  that  as  foon  as  a  favourable  q)portumty  flK>uld|^27. 
offer  they  would  recover  m£Sch£D  out  of  the  hands  of  (he  rebel  mklucr  magh* 
MUD.  For  this  purpofe  fat^y  ali  khan  had  recommended  nadir  to  the  king« 
as  a  very  gallant  officer,  and  one  whofe  ailiftance  was  much  to  be  defired.  The 
KHAN  now  received  nadir  with  open  arms,  and  offered  his  fervice  to  introduce 
him  to  his  majefty.  Nadir's  efcort  made  but  a  contemptible  figure  with  regard 
to  their  apparel  and  accoytrements,  their  merit  confifting  only  in  thek  ftrength 
and  valor.  He  was  not  many  days  at  court  before  he  faw  that  the  khan  was  treat* 
ed  with  the  refpedt  of  a  fovereign  prince,  whilft  TiEHMAS.  had  only  the  name  of 
fuch ;  and  tho'  he  naturally  confidered  his  own  merit  as  much  fuperior  to  that  of 
the  KHAN,  yet,  not  to  appear  his  rival,  he  affeded  great  humility,  and  would  not 
even  fit  in  the  khan's  prefence  without  great  importunity. 

Nadir  being  introduced  to  shah  t/bhmas,  acknowledged  the  great  ohligationa 
he  was  under  to  his  majeily  for  the  free  pardon  which  had  been  granted  him ;  ad- 
ding, that  however  ftrange  his  condud  might  appear,  the  death  of  his  uncle  was  fo 
fsLX  from  being  a  contempt  of  the  royal  clemency,  that  it  ought  to  be  confidered  as 
an  expreffion  of  his  gratitude  to  the  king ;  for  that  the  caftle  of  k^slat  was  now 
at  his  majefty's  command^  which  he  bad  very  good  reafon  to  believe  it  would  not 
have  been,  had  his  uncle  remained  in  pofiefiion  of  it.  He  then  related  the  zSait 
of  NicHABUR,  in  which  he  made  it  evident,  that  he  had  given  fuch  a  (hock  to  the 
power  of  the  a  fob  an  s  in  thofe  parts,  that  it  would  very  much  facilitate  the  con- 
queft  of  HBRAT  ;  and  that  he  did  not  doubt  but  in  a  fiiort  time  patev  ah  khan 
kh  A  J  AR  and  him&lf,  (hould  reftore  the  kingdom  to  their  majefties,  the  true  defcend- 
ants  of  the  seffies,  whom  thofe  favage  invaders  the  Afghans  had  ib  hig^y 
injured. 

*  This  diicourfe  was  uttered  in  fo  refpe&ful  a  manner^  mixed  with  fo  noble  a  bold* 
nefs,  that  the  shah  could  not  but  exprefs  his  fatisfadion^  and  told  him,  he  hoped 
the  hour  would  come,  when  he  (hould  be  able  to  reward  his  fervices  in  a  manner 
fuitable  to  his  great  merit.  Nadir  then  obtained  a  pardon  for  sef  o  din  beo  and 
all  his  followers,  telling  his  m^efty,  that  cho'  he  could  not  commend  the  appearance 
of  his  troops,  he  would  anfwer  for  their  experience,  valor,  and  fidelity  to  their  true 
fovereign. 

Matters  being  thus  adjudcd  to  the  mutual  fatisfadion  of  the  shah  and  bis  new 
general  nadir»  iiis  troops,  which  now  confided  of  near  five  thouiand  men,  were  or^ 
dercd  to  enter  the  province  of  mazanderan,  and  to  join  thofe  of  fatey  ali 
KHAN  khajar,  fo  that  the  whole  conftituteci  an  army  of  above  eight  thoufand  men* 
Nadir  made  it  his  ftudy  to  cultivate  a  good  correfpondence  with  the  khan,  and 
by  his  humble  deportment  infinuated  himtelf  fo  much,  chat  there  feemed  to  be  np 
iealoufy  entertained  of  him ;  whild  the  fuperior  genius  which  he  demonftiaced,  gave 
him  an  apparent  afcendency  in  the  edeem  of  the  shah. 

In  the  mean  while  nadir,  whofe  ambition  could  not  bear  an  equal,  much  lefs  a 
fuperior,  had  fecrctly  inftigated  his  creatures  to  con^lain  of  the  conduft  of  fatey 
ALI  KHAN,  with  refped  to  the  bad  order  and  payment  of  the  troops,  and  the  extra- 

Vot,  II.  M  m  vagant 
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1727.  vagant  price  of  their  cJoothing.  He  ftlfo  watched  the  khan  very  clofcry,  and  find- 
ing the  king  had  already  received  impreffions  to  the  difadvantage  of  this  generah, 
he  took  a  favorable  opportunity  of  acquainting  his  majefty,  that  he  had  dilcovered 
ft  treacherous  correfpondency  between  the  khan,  and  meluck.  maghmud  the  rebel 
governor  of  MESCH ED  ;  and  that  under  pretence  of  ronduding  the  shah  to  the 
conqueft  of  that  city,  as  had  been  concerted,  his  intentions  were  to  deliver  him  to 
MELUCK  maghmud,  On  Condition,  that  whilft  the  latter  was  to  continue  matter  of 
that  city,  together  with  the  whole  province,  which  their  joint  forces  were  to  fub- 
due,  the  khan  Ihould  remain  in  pofleflion  of  the  foutHern  coaft  of  the  Caspian 
fca  ;  and  as  a  proof  of  what  he  advanced,  he  produced  letters  faid  to  be  wrote  by 
the  KHAN,  and  which  he  pretended  to  have  intercepted. 

It  ieemed  improbable  that  the  khan  fliould  really  have  held  fuch  a  correfpon- 
dency, after  having  had  TiEHMAS  in  his  hands  for  fome  time ;  nor  is  it  believed, 
that  any  change  of  circumftances  induced  him  to  take  fuch  defperate  meafures. 
However,  it  was  not  the  fortune  of  tahmas  to  be  much  wifer  than  his  father  hus- 
SEiN  •,  and  he  gave  the  eafier  credit  to  the  report,  as  he  recoUeded  that  the  khan 
had  been  in  arms  againfl:  him  not  long  before  ^  and  that  nadir,  who  had  givea 
fuch  repeated  proofs  of  his  fidelity,  could  have  no  intereft  in  deceiving  him,  to  the 
ruin  of  that  very  man,  who  had  fo  lately  made  a  point  of  recommending  him  to 
his  favor.  Nadir  afibAed  a  great  concern,  reprefenting  to  the  shah,  that  his  duty 
to  his  fovereign  was  prior  to  all  other  confiderations  -,  and  moreover,  that  it  was 
impoffihle  his  majefty  could  with  any  confiftency,  entertain  hopes  of  recovering  his 
dominions,  whilft  he  cherittied  a  ferpent  in  his  bofom,  and  trufted  htmfelf  in  the 
hands  of  men  devokl  of  fidelity. 

TiEHMAS,  at  length,  believing  the  fa6t,  was  much  perplexed  with  regard  to 
the  oath  he  had  taken,  never  to  hurt,  much  Icfs  to  touch  the  life  of  patey  ali 
KHAN^.  To  this  NADIR  replied  :  "  If  your  majefty  has  taken  an  oath,  I  have  not  ;*' 
and  thus,  by  a  tacit  content,  the  ruin  of  his  mend  and  benefaftor  was  refolved. 
FATEY  ALI  KHAN  ttot  fufocfting  fuch  an  intrigue  againft  his  life,  came  to  court 
as  ufual ;  when  nadir  ordered  a  colonel*,  who  was  one  of  his  creatures,  to  take  ait 
opportunity  of  killing  him:  but  the  reputation  of  the  khan,  together  with  his  ma^- 
jeftic  prefence,  awed  the  colonel  fo  much,  that  he  put  this  bufinefs  on  his  fcrvant. 
Nadir  having  thus  executed  this  pretended  fcrvice  to  his  matter,  carried  out  the 
head  on  a  fpear,  and  prefented  it  to  the  foldiers,  declaring  the  reafon  of  the  khan's 
death  ;  and  that  thofe  who  meant  to  be  faithful  to  their  fovereign,  could  not  difap- 
prove  of  the  death^of  a  traitor ;  that  for  his  own  part,  he  was  refolvedto  facrificc 
all  the  confideration'i  of  friendlhip  and  private  intereft,  to  the  good  of  his  country, 
and  the  reftoration  of  his  majefty  to  his  dominions.  Thefe  declarations  (atisfied 
many  who  were  attached  to  the  deceafed.  Thofe  who  affe61:ed  to  murmur,  as  if 
there  had  been  foul  play,  and  that  the  khan  had  been  cut  off  through  the  intrigues 
ci  nadir  and  his  creatures,  were  feized  and  confined. 

,*  Nadir 

*  This  was  the  peribn  wkon  I  have  mentioned  in  Vol.  T.  p.  21 1 . 
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Nadik  having  thus  removed  the  bar  to  his  ambition,  a$  a  reward  for  this  fignal  r728» 
fervice  was  conftituted  a  khan  \  and  had  the  command  of  the  whole  army  given 
him.  He  now  began  to  difplay  all  the  talents  of  an  able  miniiler  and  a  great  ge-n 
neral,  infomuch  that  XiCHMAS  trufted  entirely  to  his  condufb.  He  was  a  maftef 
of  the  art  of  improving  advantages,  and  knew  that  his  fecurity,  as  well  as  the  future 
advancement  of  his  fortune,  depended  on  that  army,  of  which  he  was  now  the 
chief.  As  one  of  his  peculiar  charafteriftics  was  a  piercing  knowledge  of  men  5 
he  loon  refblved  which  officers  to  difcharge,  and  whom  to  put  in  their  place.  He 
gained  the  aflfcftions  of  the  common  foldiers  by  an  unwearied  attention  to  every 
circumftance  that  could  tend  to  the  promotion  of  their  intereft,  particularly  with 
regard  to  their  being  paid  punftually,  and  buying  their  cloaths  at  an  eafy  price. 

His  firft  care  now  was  to  engage  his  mafter  to  march  his  army  into  khorasan, 
where  he  affured  him  the  inhabitants  were  ready  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  com- 
mon enemy.  1  he  proper  meafures  being  taken  to  fecure  the  pafs  of  banrahad^ 
the  army  marched  towards  nichabur,  the  king  himfelf  commanding  in  perlbn^' 
TiEHMAS  made  his  entrance  there  the  15th  of  may  ;  on  which  occafion  the  inha-^ 
bitants  proclaimed  their  joy  in  the  fincereft  manner.  Their  wiihes  feemed  to  pre^^ 
fage  his  reftohition,  which  they  were  the  more  inclined  to  believe,  from  the  plea- 
fure  they  received  in  being  the  firft  city  that  was  relieved  from  the  yoke  of  the 
AFGHANS,  at  a  time  when  they  le^ift  expefted  fo  happy  an  event.  It  was  an  ac* 
ceffion  to  their  joy,  that  this  revolution  was  brought  about  by  a  perfon  whom  they 
had  <:onfidered  only  as  a  robber,  and  whofe  power  as  fuch  they  dreaded  equally 
with  that  of  the  Afghans  -,  but  who  was  now  verifying  the  aflurances  he  had  given 
them  a  few  months  before,  that  he  meant  to  reftore  the  Persian  diadem  to  the  true 
heir  of  shah  sultan  hussein. 

The  atghans  in  thofe  parts,  dilheartened  by  the  great  lofs  they  had  fufFered  in 
the  affair  of  BANRAHAD,  and  unable  to  recruit,  retired  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
nichabur,  without  attempting  to  fuccour  their  ally  meluck  maghmud^  governor 
of  MEscHED.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  nadir  found  no  difficulty  to  augment 
the  shah's  army.  The  anxious  wifhes  of  the  people,  to  fee  themfclves  free  from 
the  yoke  of  the  af<jhans,  and  their  defire  of  cftablifliing  their  lawful  fovereign, 
foon  brought  a  ftrong  reinforcement,  infomuch  that  this  general  was  now  at  the  head 
of  near  eighteen  thoufand  men,  a  larger  army  than  bad  for  a  long  time  appeared 
in  thofe  parts. 

NADiR,  impatient  under  every  imneceflary  delay,  prepared  immediately  to  march 
with  all  his  forces  againfl  the  ABDOLLE£S,whounderthe  command  of  m^luck  magh/ 
MuD,iiad  taken  pofleflion  of  mesched.  Thefe  people  no  fooner  heard  of  the  defeatof 
the  AFGHANI  in  the  defile  of  banrahao,  and  that  shah  tjbhmas  had  entered  kho« 
rasan  with  a  numerous  army,  than  they  began  to  prepare  for  a  defence :  but  mes- 
ched being  a  place  of  little  or  no  ftrength,  and  the  inhabitants  intirely  averfe  to  the 
rebel  government,  they  retired  from  that  city;  fo  that  when  nadir  arrived  there 
with  his  troops,  the  shah  made  a  triumphant  entrance,  without  any  effufion  of  blood. 

Mm  2  The 

*  This  made  him  nadir  kouli  khan,  but  we  do  not  find  him  called  by  that  name,  becaofe  he  bo^ 
afterwaEds  was  honored  with<the  name  of  the  shah,  and  was  called  tahmas  kouli  khan. 
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iyt%i  The  cidzent  deiiWKd  from  oppreflioii,  received  tjbhmas  ynA  the  hi^heft  de- 
nnonftrations  of  joy;  and  nadia^  who  was  periboally  known  in  that  ckf^  where 
babvlu  khaw  bad  ibme  years  befon;  treated  him  with  great  indignity,  was  now 
leaded  with  honors.  The  prcient  fituation  of  TiEHMAs's  a6airs,  rendered  him  inca- 
pable of  making  his  acknowledgments  to  nadib.  in  a  pecuniary  way ;  yet  he  was  in 
the  higjieft  degree  prodigal  of  his  authority,  as  if  he  already  meant  to  conflitute  him 
his  ibvereign,  rather  than  his  generaL  As  the  highcft  mark  of  dignity  which  he 
could  con&r  on  him,  acootding;  to  die  cuftom  of  the  persiav  kings,  was  to  give 
htm  his  own  name,  from  hence  forward  he  ordered  him  to  be  called  tmhuas  Kotrti 
KH  ak  *  *,  by  which  nanie  we  Ihall  diftinguiih  him,  till  he  wrelled  the  diadem  irorn 
his  mafter. 

Shah  t jb:hmas  thus  lavifli  of  his  favors,  may  be  fuppoied  to  have  aAed  upon 
principles  of  gratitude,  as  men  of  probity  are  generally  inclined  to  think  this  a  duty ; 
but  where  the  ejcpreflion  of  this  virtue  is  alio  an  honor  conferred  on  him  who  re* 
cetves  it,  nothing  can  be  more  reafonable  than  to  expeft  a  fuitable  return.  How- 
ever,  he  feemed  to  be  ignorant,  that  when  princes  have  Aodiiog  left  to  beilow» 
they  ftJdom  receive  any  return  fyt  thofe  favors  they  have  akeady  conferred ;  nor  is 
it  ftrange  that  it  Ihould  fo  happen  with  regard  to  prkicest  when  we  find  it  almoft 
every  day  in  common  Jifr. 

This  prince,  who  partook  much  of  the  genius  of  hb  father,  wuH^^rd  to  the 
religious  turn  of  his  mind,  rejoiced  at  fo  favourable  an  opportuiuty  or  paying  his 
devodon  at  the  comb  of  imam  riza  ^  It  had  been  long  obferved  as  a  duty  of  the 
kings  of  PERSIA  %  to  make  a  pilgrimage  once  in  their  life  to  this  tomb,  as  the 
TURKS  do  to  MECCA  and  MEDINA  ;  and  the  perils  which  he  had  gone  through  fince 
the  battle  of  gulnabad,  with  his  providential  reftoration,  by  means  of  his  gene- 
ral TMHUAS  Kouti  KHAM,  naturally  inipired  his  nund  with  a  deq)er  ienie  of  grad* 
tude  to  heaven. 

•Some  authors  mentioii  this  event  tfter  the  battle  of  damgoom  the  next  year;  but  it  is  probable  that 
he  might  now  have  a  double  motive  befides  that  of  gratitude,  as  geoerofity,  or  policy,  to  make  his  niire 
known  in  that  of  the  general ;  which  if  we  judge  from  the  event,  was  however  a  very  hUtfe  policy. 

^  One  of  their  j:>rophets  or  chief  expounders  of  their  reiigion.  '  Shah  abas  the  gkbat,  who 

was  an  abk  politician,  as  well  as  a  ^reat  foldier,  obiervii^  Uiat  the  pe  rsiai^s  carried  great  wealth  out  of 
his  country  every  year  in  their  pilgrimages  to  mahommed's  tomb,  employed  all  his  art  to  reftore  the  re- 

1)utation  of  iaiam  riza  ;  and  not  only  difcieditcd  the  notion  c^  going  out  of  their  own  coaiitry  upon  fa 
ong  a  journey,  which  in  fome  meafure  was  interdiding  thefe  pilgrimages,  but  knowing  that  hk  people 
had,  as  is  indeed  common  among  chriftians,  a  fond  inclination  to  afcribe  a  more  peculiar  faadity  to  fome 
IMUticular  place ;  in  order  to  ihew  them  an  example,  he  cauOed  a  very  magnificent  inofi|tteto  be  built  en 
the  tomb  of  this  prophet  at  mesched,  and  made  the  pilgrimage  him  felf  with  all  his  court.  By  this 
Shewing  an  example,  me  sched  became  a  place  of  great  refort,  and  journeys  to  arabia  were  out  cf 
fafliion.  The  kings  his  focceifors  made  it  a  law  to  themfelves,  to  begin  their  reigp  by  a  pilgrimage  to 
this  tomb;  and  in  procefs  of  time,  it  wfia  Tery  race  for  any  r  aasiAs  of  the  fefi  of  ai^i  to  mm  the  pil^ 
grimages  of  mbcca  or  iiedina. 
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FROM    THE 

Recovery  of  the  whole  province  of 
KHORASAN  in  1728- 

T  O    T  H  E 

Expulsion  of   SULTAN  ASHREFF  out  of 
ISFAHAN  IN  1729. 

c   H  A   P.    I. 

Tjehmas  kouli  khan  reduces  khorasan  iM^HHitAT.  He  returns  in  triumph  /# 
MESCHED,  with  the  bead  of  the  governor  ^herat.  Shah  tjehm as  fends  an  em* 
haffador  to  the  ottoman  court.  Itie  tvkks  fend  svLiMAiif  effendi  into  Persia. 
AsHREFF  deftroys  saiid  achmed  khav  governor  ^kherman,  and  prepares  to  at- 
tack TiCHM  AS  SHAH.  AsH&£FF  murcbes  to  PAMOQON»  and  is  defeated ;  be  retreats 
to  ISFAHAN,  and  encamps  bis  troops  at  mourtchakhor. 

WHILST  TiEHMAS  SHAH  was  oflferfng  up  his  prayers  to  the  deity,  TiBH*  1728^ 
MAS  KOULI  KHAN  prefentcd  incenfe  to  his  idols  of  ambition  and  military 
glory,  the  only  deities  he  ieemed  to  reverence.  Reaibns  of  policy  might 
induce  the  shah  to  remain  in  meschzd,  till  his  army  Ihould  be  in  a  condition  co 
march  towards  Isfahan.  As  to  his  general  kouli  khan,  he  recommended  this 
ilcp,  as  it  left  him  at  liberty  to  aA  with  the  more  boundlefs  authority  in  the  army. 
The  country  of  khorasan  was  well  known  to  him  in  every  part,  in  confequence  of 
the  many  excurfions  he  had  made,  as  an  officer  in  the  army,  as  well  as  the  chief  of  a 
band  of  robbers.  The  beginning  x>f  this  year  he  marched  at  the  head  of  a  conii- 
derable  body  of  forces,  to  reduce  the  other  cities  and  towns  of  the  province,  which 
had  revolted,  and  either  eftabliflied  an  independant  government,  or  fubmitted  ta 

the  AFGHANS. 

The  news  of  shah  t^hmas  having  entered  mesched  in  triumph,  where  he 
now  took  up  his  refijdence,  facilitated  the  enterprizes  of  kouli  khan.  Thus  the 
greateft  part  of  the  towns  and  villages  fent  deputations^  and  profeiled  tfaemfetves 

entirely 
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1728.  entirely  devoted  to  the  intereft  of  their  lawful  fovereign.  Before  this  year  was 
ended,  we  find  all  the  vaft  country  of  k  moras  an  fubjcfted,  and  the  Afghans 
obliged  to  retire,  without  daring  to  give  battle.  Nadir  returned  to  m  esc  he  d,  not 
fo  much  out  of  inclination,  as  to  make  an  appearance  of  refpcdt  for  his  matter,  and 
to  confult  about  the  future  operations  of  the  war. 

It  was  about  ten  years  (ince  the  inhabitants  of  Herat,  which  is  near  the  frontiers 
of  KHOR asan,  had  in  confequenceof  the  viftory  obtained  by  the  young  ^zadall ah, 
ihaken  off  the  Persian  yoke,  and  erefted  themfclves  into  a  kind  of  republic ",  to- 
gether with  the  whole  province  of  that  name.  It  does  not  appear,  that  this*  young 
ufurper  yet  remained  in  that  government,  which  he  had  been  the  great  inftrumenc 
of  forming,  and  for  fome  time  maintained  the  chief  office  in  it.  It  is  certain,  how- 
ever, that  this  republic  became  formidable  to  the  neighbouring  country,  and  was  at 
this  very  time  meditating  the  invafion  of  khorasan  :  but  the  fuccefs  which  TiCH- 
MAS  KOVLi  KHAN  had  againtt  the  afgIians  at  nichabur,  and  afterwards  through 
the  whole  province  of  khorasan,  put  a  bar  to  the  execution  of  their  projcft. 

Ti£HMAS  KOULi  KHAN  having  reprefented  to  the  shah,  the  facility  with  which 
he  could  reduce  herat,  obtained  a  permiffion  to  march  to  that  province,  with 
about  twelve  thoufand  men.  He  no  fooner  encamped  under  the  walls  of  the  city, 
than  the  inhabitants,  naturally  inconftant,  and  diffident  of  their  ability  to  oppofe 
the  fortune  and  valour  of  kouli  khan,  fubmitted  to  him,  and  delivered  up  their 
chief,  together  with  the  garrifon  ^.  Here  he  treated  the  inhabitants  with  fo  judi- 
cious ^  mixture  of  mildnefs  and  feverity,  according  to  their  different  circumftances, 
that'  he  fecured  their  allegiance.  He  then  left  a  garrifon  of  his  own  troops,  and 
prepared  to  "Inarch  back  to  mesched,  agreeably  to  the  orders  he  had  received  from 
the  shah.  Being  returned  viftorious,  with  the  head  of  the  late  governor  of  he- 
rat,  he  began  to  form  a  more  imporunt  enterprize,  than  that  of  marching  fouth- 
ward  through  the  dcfcrts  of  segestan,  as  the  Afghans  had  done  five  years 
before. 

In  order  to  detach  the  tvrks  frdm  the  intereft  of  ashreff,  whom  they  had  with 
great  reludlancy  acknowledged  as  fovereign  of  Persia  ;  shah  t^ehmas  had  in  the 
mean  time  fent  an  embafiador  to  the  ottoman  court.  This  miniftcr  was  received 
with  more  regard  than  he  expected  ;  for  the  news  of  TiEHMAS  kouli  khan's  ex- 
ploits, which  had  reached  constantinopie,  gave  the  turks  a  good  impreffion  of 
the  ftate  of  the  affairs  of  shah  t^ehmas.  Tho*  their  intereft  was  concerned  to  fee 
i>£RSiA  humbled,  yet  they  had  very  little  inclination  to  fupport  an  ufurper,  whofc 
imperious  fpirit  had  carried  him  fo  far  as  to  pretend  to  an  equality  with  the  grand 
^iGNiOR.  But  in  order  to  Jbe  informed  jninutely  of  circumftances  fo  interefting  to 
them,  they  fent  suliman  effendi,  an  officer  of  truft,  into  Persia.  Of  him  they 
foon  learnt,  that  Ti^HMAS  ?dready  matter  of  khorasan  and  herat,  with  a  confi- 

derable 

^  *  Ids  prefomed,  as  they  wfire  in  alliance  with  the  Afghans,  whofe  feat  of  empire  was  Ispahan,  and 
i lit  the  ^BDOLLEfis  of  HERAT  were  in  fome  meafure  tributary  to  them.  *  This  adion  has  b^en 

reprefented  as  a  battle,  in  which  the  abdollebs  had  thirty  thoufand  men  ;  but  I  could  never  find  any 
authority  for  that  report,  as  a  fourth  part  of  that  number  in  fuch  a  province  would  be  confidered  a  grcu 
i^my,  under  fach  dmrcScd  circumftances  as  the  empire  was  then  ijq. 
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derable  army  of  choice  troops,  and  a  general  of  great  reputacbn  at  their  head,  172s. 
Teemed  to  promife  an  approaching  change  in  the  p£RSian  empii^e. 

In  the  mean  time  ashreff,  after  giving  a  check  to  the  Turkish  army,  tho*  it 
was  the  effeft  of  accident  rather  than  miHtary  ftrength,  dreaded  no  evil  from  the 
fugitive  TiCHMAS.  He  often  mentioned  him  in  terms  fo  contemptuous,  that  to  ap- 
pearance he  had  perfuaded  himfdf  of  the  impoffibility  of  being  molcfted  by  him. 

After  a  tedious  fiege,  ASHREFFhad  at  length  made  himfelf  mafterof  yezd,  which 
at  different  times  had  coft  the  Afghans  much  blood ;  khermania  had  alfo  fubmit- 
ted  to  him.  Saiid  achmed  khan^,  who  was  a  near  relation  of  the  royal  blood  of 
the  SEFFIES,  during  the  troubles  had  eftablifhed  an  independent  fovereignty  in 
khermania,  of  which  ashreff  had  not  leifurcto  difpoflefs  him  by  force  of  arms. 
Saiid  being  in  want  of  money  to  pay  his  army,  and  the  impoveriflied  (late  of  the 
province  rendering  it  impoflible  to  raife  fufficient  contribution*  for  that  purpofe,  his 
forces  at  length  dcferted  him.  He  then  fubmitted  to  ashreff,  who  was  not  only 
the  neareft  potentate,  but  the  only  one  who  ieemed  to  have  any  regal  authority : 
-defiring  him,  however,  to  remember  that  he  had  only  a6bed  upon  the  fame  princi- 
ples as  ashreff  himfelf  i  and  therefore  hoped  to  be  received  with  the  refpedl  due 
tO  his  quality,  and  with  all  feeurity  to  hia  perfon.  Upon  thefe  conditions  he  pro- 
f^fied  an  entire  devotion  to  the  fervice  of  this  afchan  prince. 

Ashreff  promifed  the  khan  his  proteftion,  under  the  fandion  of  facred  oaths^ 
*and  let  him  know  that  he  might  repair  to  shirass,  with  the  people  under  his  com- 
mand, m  all  poflible  feeurity.  Here  this  crafiy  afghan  gave  proof  that  his  religion 
was  fubfervient  to  his  politics;  for  the  khan  was  no  fooner  arrived  in  shir  ass, 
than  the  governor  fent  him  priftmer  to  Isfahan,  where  he  was  beheaded  The  pro- 
vince of  khermania,  and  the  country  on  the  fea  coafl  quite  to  bender  abassf, 
thus  becoming  futgedt  to  ashreff,  his  dominions  were  extended  farther  than  he 
had  forces  to  guard  them.  The  cruelties  and  depredations  committed  from  the  Af- 
ghan invafioa  time  till  this  time,  having  impoveriflied  the  inhabitants  to  an  extreme 
degree,  he  was  in  no  capacity  to  maintain  an  army  fufficiently  numerous  to^  fupport  his 
authority  over  fo  vaft  a  tra&  of  country.  As  to  the  Persian  foldiers,  they  were  as 
reluftant  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the  Afghans,  as  the  Afghans  were  diffident  of 
their  fidelity.  From  kand  ahar  recruits  could  hardly  be  expefted  in  great  numbers  ; . 
for  HUSSEIN  KHAN,  the  govcmor  of  that  provincc,  fince  the  murder  of  his  brother 
MIR  MAGHMUD  in  ISFAHAN,  confidcred  ASHREFF  rather  as  an  enemy  than  a  friend. 
Befides  it  was  but  natural  to  prefume  that  ashreff  might  be  driven  out  of  Persia?, 
and  he  would  hardly  fend  him  recruits,  left  by  that  means  he  nrright  retire  into 
KANDAHAR,  and  With  the  fame  authority  that  he  put  maghmud  to  deatii,  he  might 
alfo  claim  the  fovereignty  of  that  province. 

Spiritual  and  temporal  power  being  interwoven  in  the  clofcft  manner  by  the  ma-- 
hommedan  law,  the  grand  signtor  is  fuppofed  to  reign  over  the  turks  in  quality 
of  imam  %  and  fucceflbr  of  the  caliphs.  From  hence  he  claims  an  authority  over 
all  mahommedaks  of  the  fed  of  the  sunnis  :  ashreff,  who  was  of  that  fe6b, 

could 
*  Chief  of  religton. 
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1 728.  could  noc  therefore  with  any  conflftency  refufe  to  acknowledge  him  as  fuch,  without 
afieding  an  independent  power.  However  he  artfully  contrived  to  make  his  fuh- 
million  procure  him  what  was  more  efFedtual  5  for  he  obtained  from  the  turks  the 
acknowledgment  of  his  being  Ibvereign  of  Persia,  and  of  his  holding  that  dignity 
and  power  according  to  law.  Having  thus  made  a  puiflant  protedor  of  a  formi- 
dable enemy*  he  lulled  himfelf  into  a  iecurity,  as  if  his  dominion  was  builc  on  the 
moft  folid  bafis.  He  had  given  rechid  basha,  the  Turkish  embaflador,  the 
kindeft  reception,  and  (hewed  him  many  marks  of  honor,  during  his  refidence  at 

ISFAHAN. 

Not  to  be  wanting  in  a  fuitable  return,  the  turks  made  great  preparations  for  the 
reception  of  the  embaflador  of  ashrbff,  who  arrived  at  constantinopItE  in  july 
this  year.  Greater  rejoicings  could  not  have  been  made  for  the  reception  of  a  fove- 
reign  prince  returning  in  triumph.  It  is  however  very  remarkable,  that  this  af- 
OH  AN  afFeded  a  contempt  of  all  the  grand  appearances,  the  military  fliews,  and  the 
roaring  of  cannon ;  for  without  looking  on  one  fide  or  the  other,  as  he  entered 
CONSTANTINOPLE,  hc  Continued  to  read  his  khoran.  It  is  natural  to  prefume  from 
this  incident,  that  he  endeavoured  to  raife  the  reputation  of  his  countrymen  for 
great  lanAity,  and  a  divine  zeal  for  the  mahommedan  law,  as  pradlifed  by  the 
TURKS  :  this  fort  of  condu<5):  had,  a  little  before  this  time,  been  the  chief  caufe  of 
faving  his  mafter  ashreff,  together  with  the  afghan  army,  from  deftrudlion. 
But  the  ambaflador  now  over-afted  his  part,  and  gave  the  turks  impreflions  to  the 
xlifadvahtage  of  his  countrymen. 

Ashreff  in  the  mean  while  enjoyed  the  fweets  of  peace.  The  love  of  pleafure  is 
natural  to  mankind,  and  freedom  from  toil  is  generally  fuppofed  the  beft  means  to 
arrive  at  it.  This  prince  was  certainly  a  man  of  parts,  very  circumfpeft,  and  an 
intiepid  foldier ;  but  like  mod  other  oriental  warriors  of  diflindion,  he  had  no 
fenfe  of  any  moral  obligation.  He  feemed  now  to  be  arrived  at  the  higheft  point 
that  the  nature  of  his  affairs  would  admit ;  and  therefore  it  was  natural  to  give 
fome  indulgence  to  his  favourite  palCons.  However  he  kept  part  of  his  troops 
in  the  field,  whilft  he  followed  the  exercifes  of  hunting,  and  gratified  his  incli- 
nation in  building.  As  to  the  pleafures  of  the  harram,  they  are  but  an  ordinary 
confequence  of  mahommedan  voluptuoufnefs,  efpecially  when  fppported  by  an 
unlimited  authority. 

This  prince,  who  had  hitherto  confidered  nadir  kouli  in  no  other  light  than 
as  a  robber,  began  now  to  look  upon  him  as  a  formidable  enemy.  Shah  TiSMMAS 
had  been  fo  much  the  ridicule  of  the  court  of  Isfahan,  that  the  news  of  his  fuccefles 
in  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  empire  did  not  feem  to  give  the  lead  alarm  to  the  foldiers, 
nor  even  to  the  officers  of  the  army.  They  gave  him  the  name  of  sex  zade,  in  al- 
lufion  to  the  word  cheik  *  zade,  the  latter  being  fon  of  the  king,  and  the  former 
fofi  of  a  bitch  :  at  the  fame  time  they  expreflfed  great  fatisfa^ion,  that  they  fliould 
at  length  have  an  opportunity  of  getting  him  into  their  hands.  However  prqser  it 
might  be  to  encourage  the  common  foldiers  to  think  thus  contemptibly  of  their 
enemy ;  a&hrbff»  who  had  ceruin  intelligence  of  his  force,  and  the  v;ilor  of  his 

troops, 
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troops,  thought  it  high  time  to  provide  for  the  ftorm  that  threatened  him.  He  1729* 
therefore  caufed  all  his  forces,  as  well  thoie  on  the  frontiers,  as  in  the  heart  of  his 
dominions,  to  be  joined  to  the  garrilbn  of  Isfahan.  And  in  order  to  prevent  any 
infurre&ion  in  favour  of  TAMA s,  at  cashak,  koom,  casbin,  TiEHiRAK,  yezd, 
and  other  great  cities  and  towns  in  his  jurifdidUon,  he  ordered  all  the  Persian  in« 
habitants,  who  were  capat^le  of  bearing  arms,  to  leave  their  habitations  and  retire, 
under  pain  of  death :  he  did  the  fame  at  Isfahan. 

Having  made  this  diipofition,  his  whole  force  did  not  exceed  thirty  thouCind 
men,  fome  of  which  were  darguzzis  *  and  hassarais^;  a  force,  however,  not 
much  inferior  to  that  by  which  his  predeceilbr  had  obtained  the  Persian  diadem.  • 
About  the  beginning  of  September,  he  encamped  his  army  without  the  walls 
of  ISFAHAN.  Within  the  City  he  left  a  garrifon  of  two  hundred  men  only, 
thinking  that  fmall  number  fufficient  to  keep  this  once  vaft  capital  in  awe.  To 
fudi  mifery  was  this  unhappy  city  reduced,  by  the  inceilant  maflacres  committed  ^ 
by  MAGHMUD  and  himielf,  that  few  of  its  inhabitants  were  left,  except  old  men, 
women,  and  children.  After  a  few  days  he  began  his  march,  with  the  ordinary 
pomp  of  a  PERSIAN  king.  He  direded  his  coum  by  cashan  and  koom,  to  the 
plains  of  damgoon,  in  the  province  of  koumas  *,  where  he  arrived  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  month,  after  having  marched  about  four  hundred  miles  \  His  inten- 
tion was  to  have  entered  khorasan,  and  by  attacking  tahmas  in  his  new-efla- 
bliihed  empire,  prevent  his  accumulating  more  fbength. 

^Tjbhmas  kouli  KHAN  had  employed  the  greateft  part  of  this  year  in  augment- 
ing and  difciplining  his  troops.  In  the  former  he  met  with  ibme  difficulties,  for 
the  people  not  having  yet  worn  off  the  impreffions,  which  the  vak>r  of  the  Af- 
ghans had  made  on  them  •,  and  knowing  that  they  were  to  come  to  aflion  imme* 
diately,  joined  him  but  (lowly.  He  had,  however,  colleded  an  army  of  near 
twenty  five  thoufand  'men  ;  in  the  compleating,  as  well  as  difciplining  of  which,, 
he  had  given  fuch  proofs  of  his  abilities,  as  infpired  his  mafter  the  shah  with  the 
greateft  alTurance  of  fucceis.  The  meafures  which  ashreff  had  taken,  to  prevent 
any  revolt  in  favor  of  t/ehmas,  occafioned  many  to  ofier  their  iervice  to  this 
prince ;  for  as  they  had  been  turned  out  of  their  habitations,  refentment  as  well  as 
neceflSty,  carried  them  where  they  were  fure  of  being  received. 

The  shah,  thus  upon  the  point  of  being  reftored  to  the  throne  of  his  anceftors ; 
urged  by  an  impatient  dedre  to  revei^  the  difgrace  of  his  father,  and  the  blood  of 
fo  many  thoufands  of  his  fubjedls,  propofed  to  march  to  Isfahan,  and  compel 
ashreff  to  give  him  battle ;  but  this  propofal  was  over-ruled.  His  fagacious  ge« 
neral  reprefented  to  him,  the  inconveniencies.that  would  attend  the  length  of  the 
march  ;  and  moreover,  that  the  meafures  which  ashreff  had  taken  at  Isfahan,  ' 
were  certain  indications  that  he  meant  to  feek  his  majefty  ;  and  confequently,  that 

the 

*  J  prefame,  the  inhabitants  of  pbrohbsin  In  the  neighbourhood  oFhamadati.        ^  Thefe  peo- 

Sle  are  fuppofed  to  come  from  the  eaflem  parts  of  cabul.  '  When  I  wntc  miles  without  di- 

indtion,  1  mean  English  miles.  *  Some  writers  make  them  mach  nnder  this  namber«  and  fome 

jnach  above  it. 
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V^^'  tlM  AF(9«AK9  would  be  more  kurt  by  thf  fatigue  of  tbfir  9McK  tbm  benefited  by 
the  ^)£tk>n  of  frefli  forces,  feeing  that  ASHRsr?  bad  alreidy  tolk£bDd  all  in  whoni 
he  thog^t  it  fafe  lo  confide.  He  obferved  Iikewife»  that  the  further  the  enetnjr 
came  from  isfahav,  the  more  difficult  aod  dangerous  would  be  thdr  retreat* 
Hovover*.  not  to  bring  the  war  into  kho]^ asak,  nor  lofe  any  advantages  which  hit 
,  inaj/efty'3  faithful  fufctjedls  the  khajaes,  b a  yqts,  or  any  of  the  neigh^ring  coun- 
tries might  afford,  it  was  determined  to  make  fi>me  advance  to  noeet  ashreff. 
After  flow  marches,  he  accordingly  arrived  with  the  king,  and  the  whole  army, 
near  the  city  of  oAMQaoK*  before  asha^ff  had  entered  t^fe  plaioa.  This  fitua- 
tion  was  not  hr  from  that  vaft  ridgie  of  mountains,  which  nui  along  the  fouth 
coaft  of  the  CASPIAN  SBA I  thefe  being  well  known  to  koujui  khan,  he  might  in 
cafe  of  an  extremity  the  more  eafily  retreat.  Halving  leifure  to  chuie  his  ground* 
be  had  already  encamped  his  fbrcest  and  rcfreflied  his  men  for  fome  days»  wheti 
ASHRCri  approached  with  his  whole  army. 

Thb  AFGHANS  had  been  accuflomed  ibr  fenoe  time  to  daughter  the  fbrsians^ 
Facher  than,  to  engage  with  them  (  and  to  put  them  to  flight  by  their  fliouts,  and  the 
ficiomeia  of  their  attack,  rather  than  by  their  fuperior  ftrength  and  knowledge  ojf 
arm^  As  they  were  now  equally  confident  of  viflory,  they  urged  their  gqKral  to 
Gcgin  the  attaxrk*  Ashasff  foon  difcovered  from  the  advantageous  fituation  of  the 
vcRSiAN  army»  that  he  had  to  do  with  a  geneial  of  experience^  and  againft  whom 
he  muft  proceed  with  great  caution,  efpeciaJly  as  his  late  depended  on  the  ifiue  of 
the  batde.  Whilft  be  was  thus  unrefolved,  his  officers  reprefented  to  him,  that 
upon  the  firft  report  which  ihouki  be  fpread  of  dieir  being  afrakl  to  attack  the 
FBRsiANS,  the  p(»iiants  would  no  longer  bring  provifions  to  their  camp,  and  thai 
they  ihould  be  compelled  to  fight  hereafter  at  a  greater  diladvaatage. 

Asurbff  having  therefore  made  a  proper  difpofition  of  his  forces,  on  the  fecond 
of  OCTOABR  attacked  the  fbrsian  army  with  that  impetuofity,  which  the  afghan^ 
had  generally  found  fuccefsfuL  The  troops  of  xouti  khan  ffcood  the  fhockt  re* 
turning  the  enemy's  fire  with  perfeA  order,  fs^  that  the  Afghans  could  nuke  no 
impreffion  on  them.  Ashrbff  furprized,  tho^  not  difconcerted,  at  the  diTcipIine 
and  filenoe  of  the  fbr  si  an  troops,  broueht  off  his  fquadrons  from  the  charge,  and 
had  recourie  to  the  expedient  which  he  tound  of  ^at  ufe  in  his  late  adion  againft 
the  TURKS,  He  detached  two  bodies,  each  of  three  thoufand  men,  commanded  by 
the  moft  experienced  officers  in  his  army,  ordering  them  to  take  a  circuit,  and  charge 
the  enemy  in  rear  and  fiank»  whilft  he  attacked  them  in  front.  TiSSHMAS  koulf 
HHAN,  watchful  in  every  quarter,  prepared  to  receive  the  enemy ;  and  repulfed  then) 
with  fuch  valor,  as  flung  them  into  great  confufion.  After  a  general  difchai^  of 
his  artillery,  it  was  his  turn  to  auack  ^  and  falling  furioufly  upon  the  Afghans,  he 
obtained  an  eafy  viAory. 

What  lofs  was  fuftained  on  each  fide  is  uncertaia.  It  may  be  prefumed  that  of 
the  AFGHANS  was  ver^  confiderable  * :  their  camels,  harquebufles,  with  all  their 
tents  and  baggage,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror.    The  Afghans  being  thu& 

routed 

^  As  they  carri^  offooly  twdve  thoufind  mea  from  uf ahar>  their  'Jotk  hen  naft  hare  beei. 
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routed  6ed  tor^ni%Atj^  which  they  reached  in  ftbont  two  day^,  thtf^  tkd  diftance  17^19. 
is  near  two  hundred  miles.    From  thence,  after  pillaging  the  inhabitaftti,  dfid  n- 
freihing  themfelvetf,  they  made  forced  marches  to  isr  ahak» 

'tnt  day  after  the  arrival  of  the  apghan  army,  ASHRcrr  commanded  alt  the 
jpeople  of  his  nation,  inhabiting  that  city,  to  retire  with  their  effcds  into  the  cita- 
del •..  Thefe  orders  were  executed  in  fuch  a  tumultuous  manner,  that  it  appeared 
as  if  the  city  had  been  taken  by  aflault.  The  Afghans  drove  the  other  inhabitants 
from  their  houfes,  deftroying  moft  of  their  effects  which  .wcfe  not  portable,  and 
pillaging  the  (hops  of  every  thing  that  was  valuable.  Aftelr  this  ASHasPF  iMired 
with  his  troops  to  MOURTCHAKHOit  \  where  be  encamped  in  an  advantageous 
fituatipn. 
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Tjehmas  kouli  khan  engages  the  shah  to  remain  at  tzhirak.  9^  HhU  af 
MOURTCHAKHOR.  AsHREFF  murdcTs  SHAH  Hu$SEiNy  and  flits  fr&m  iSrAnAH. 
Tie  city  taken  by  the  Persian  amy.  The  Persians  revenge  tbemfehes  en  the 
AFGHANS.  Shah  t^chmas  enters  Isfahan^  and  gives  bis  general  t^shmas 
KOULI  KHAW,  the  ptmer  of  raifing  nMey^ 

TiEHMAS  KOULI  KHAN,  HOW  jcalous  of  his  g^ory,  proceeded  with  the  utmoft 
care,  to  prevent  si  reverie  of  Ins  fortune.  The  shah  thinking  htmiclf  fecure 
ot  vidory  over  the  fugitive  aPgrans,  impatiently  defired  to  fee  Isfahan.  T^ffi- 
'Uh%  KOULI  KHAN,  On  the  other'  hand,  aded  as  if  he  was  apprehenfivc,  thae  hia 
Ibvereign  would  come  in  for  too  greitf  a  fliare  an  the  reputation  of  his  vidorics  \  weA 
that  his  fotdiers  would  confider  themfelveai  as  aftif^  rather  under  their  king,  thaft 
under  their  general.  This  neither  conlilted  with  his  deHre  of  independency  in  the 
command  of  the  army ;  nor  with  his  ambition  and  thirft  of  applaufe.  He  there* 
fore  took  occalion  to  repreient  to  the  shah,  that  his  ini||efty^s  prcfeme  was  no 
boger  neceflary  to  encourage  his  troops,  fince  it  wa»  evident  from  their  foperiority 
at  DAMoooN,  that  the  enemy  was  rather  to  be  defpifed  than  feared;  thac  he  did 
not  moke  the  leaft  doubt,  he  Should  foon  eatterminate  them ;  that  fo  nnuch  depend- 
ed on  the  precious  life  of  their  Ibvere^fr,  Ihould  any  nfusfortune  happen  to  him$ 
his  (ubjeds  could  have  no  fecurity  o(  ^ing  relieved  from  the  tyrannic  yoke  of  iJm 
AFGHANS ;  that  the  courage  whkh  his  majefty  demonftrated^  ac  the  fame  time  ic 
engaged  the  love  and  admiration  of  his  fubjeds,  it  made  them  more  anxious  for 
the  pncfervation  <^  a  lift^  of  fuch  inefttmable  value ;  that  thia  was  the  ieofe  ,of  the 
army  in  general,  which  humbly  intreatcd  him  to  reqj^Mn  at  TiEMiRAN,  with  a  guard 
of  fix  Of  eight  thoii&nd  men. 

N  n  2  Thisb 

*  An  inclofed  bailding,  which  had  been  made  fijice.  the  invafion  «f  die  xtghans.  ^  This  place 
is  abeettweoty^-fiye  anic^eaftward^r  Isfahan,  arcor£agto  repotti  but  os  lislb  does  adt  loeation 
n  in  his  mi^. 
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1729.  The$£  realbns  made  that  impreflion  upon  the  shah,  which  the  crafty  kouu 
KHAN  wilhed.  The  shah  having  an  entire  conndence  in  hb  general,  therefore  fuf- 
fered  him  to  gather  tbofe  laurels,  which  he  might  indeed  have  juftly  claimed  as 
deliverer  of  his  country,  had  he  aded  upon  honeft  principles.  Tahmas  rovli 
KHAN  accordingly  marched  without  obftrudion,  proclaiming  his  vidory  in  the  name 
of  SHAH  Ti£HM AS,  and  was  every  where  received  with  acclamations  of  joy.  He 
^  loon  found  his  troops  confiderably  augmented  by  crowds,  who  now  voluntarily  of- 
fered their  fervice,  to  give  a  finifhing  ftroke  to  the  ruin  of  the  afohans. 

In  the  mean  time  ashrsff,  expeding  to  be  attacked,  had  made  every  prepara- 
tion neceflary  to  receive  the  enemy :  not  only  his  fovereigpty,  but  his  life  depended 
on  the  event.  In  the  flattering  h<^s  of  repairing  his  lofs  at  damgoon,  he  exer^ 
all  his  (kill  in  the  choice  of  a  proper  fituation  for  his  camp  1  in  ereding  batteries 
for  his  cannon  ;  in  covering  them  by  entrenchments  ^  and  making  the  molt  advan- 
tag^us  dilpofition  of  his  troops. 

The  13th  of  NOVEMBER,  early  in  the  morning,  tahmas  kouli  khan  appeared 
with  his  army  in  order  of  battle.  The  Persians  marched  up  to  the  Afghans,  and 
iuilained  the  whole  force  of  their  mufquetry,  and  part  of  their  cannon,  without 
dUbrder.  Being  come  dofe  to  the  enemy,  in  their  turn  they  gave  a  general  dif- 
charge.  So  regular  and  intrepid  an  attack,  might  have  difconcerted  troop  inured 
to  the  ievereft  difcipline.  The  allonilhed  Afghans  leeing  fuch  numbers  fall, 
diat  hardly  a  (ingle  bullet  failed  of  execution  %  thought  only  of  faving  their  lives 
by  flying  precipitately  from  the  field  of  battle.  The  lofs  they  fuftained  on  this 
occafion,  was  not  lefs  than  four  thoufand  men.  The  greateft  part  of  the  afghans 
who  fled,  reached  Isfahan  by  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  ashreff  himfelf,  with 
a  fmall  number,  returned  at  night.  They  pretended  to  have  obtuned  a  vidory, 
but  the  cries  and  lamentations  of  their  women  and  children  in  the  citadel,  fooa  diP 
covered  the  contrary.  There  was  alfo  great  confufion  in  other  parts  of  the  city, 
inlbmuch  that  the  miferable  inhabitants,  remembering  the  threats  of  the  afghans, 
in  cafe  a  misfortune  ihould  at  any  time  befiU  them,  expofted  nothing  lefs  than  a 
general  maflSicre. 

Ashreff  was  in  too  great  a  panic  to  execute  any  fuch  deed  if  he  ever  intended 
it,  however  he  found  time  to  glut  his  revenge,  by  imbruing  his  hands  in  the  blood 
of  shah  husseih.  This  unfortunate  prince,  whom  mir  maghmud  with  all  his 
horrid  barbarity  had  ^red,  at  length  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  difappointment  and  rage 
of  his  cruel  fucceflbr.  Others  of  the  royal  blood  are  fuppofed  to  have  fallen  alio 
on  this  occafion.  As  to  the  daughters  and  female  relations  of  hvssein,  he  took 
them  from  the  harram,  lelblving  to  carry  them  off  with  him. 

The  AFGHANS,  having  now  no  other  expedient,  prepared  for  flight,  and  were 
bufied  b  colledting  their  fpoil.  Bcfides  the  number  of  bealls  of  burthen,  to  accom- 
modate their  women  and  baggage,  they  loaded  feveral  muks^  and  near  three  hun- 
dred camels,  mollly  with  the  treafures  and  rich  efie£b  of  the  royal  palace.    As  foon 

as 
*  Tbe  rEftsiANi  are  excellent  XDaskfineDi^aad  wiea  tbcy  keep  good  order,  dicy  take  aim,  aa4.suift 
acceilarily  do  great  execution. 
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ar night  came  cm  they  left  the  city,  in  number  about  twelve  thoufand,  after  having  1 729. 
reigned  as  conquerors  of  Persia,  feven  years  and  twenty  one  days.  Ashref f  per- 
haps ilahled  with  tlie  groans  of  the  dying  hussein,  or  having  his  whole  mind  em-. 
ployed  in  colle6bng  his  treafure,  and  providing  for  his  own  fecurity,  h?d  foi^gottcn 
that  the  inaftivi^  of  t^hmas  rouli  khav  afforded  an  opportunity  of  glutting 
his  revenge  by  tome  more  fignai  cruelty ;  but  he  had  not  marched  two  leagues, 
when  he  lent  back  his  athcmat  dovlet,  with  a  chojcn  party,  it  was  fuppofixl, 
with  orders  to  fire  the  city,  and  maflacre  all  thofe  who  might  come  in  their  way. 
This  party  was  advanced  to  the  royal  gardens,  within  a  mile  of  isfahak,  when 
fome  among  the  common  people,  concluding  they  were  not  come  for  any  good 
purpofe,  colJe£ted  feveral  drums,  which  they  beat  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  Af- 
ghans, apprehenfive  that  the  Persian  troops  had  already  entered  the  town,  fled 
back  without  doing  any  mifcbief,  and  continued  their  rout  towards  shirass. 

This  precipitate  retreat  having  left  the  capital  unguarded,  the  peafants  of  the 
neighbouring  country,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants,  be^n  not  only  to  pillage  the 
houfes  which  were  abandoned,  but  alio  to  rob  one  another.  This  unbridled  licen^ 
tioufnefs  created  an  infinite  confufion.  Two  days  palled  under  thefe  melancholy 
circumAances,  in  which  the  weak  were  oblig^i  to  yield  to  the  ftrong,  without  any 
recourfe  to  either  civil  or  military  authority. 

The  16th  of  NOVEMBBRt  T^HMAS  Kouti  KHAN  detached  a  body  of  fifteen 
hundred  men,  to  difperfe.  the  mob;  and  take  pofielBonof  the  royal  palace  and 
gates  of  the  city,  in  order  to  his  own  entrance.  It  may  feem  difiicult  to  account 
for  his  not  following  the  Afghans,  after  the  battle  of  movrtchak^or,  which  might 
have  prevented  their  carrying  oflP  the  riches  of  Ispahan  :  but  we  are  to  confider 
TiSHMAS  KOVLi  KHAN,  ds  unbiaflcd  by  any  particvdar  afiedion  for  the  Persians^ 
that  his  glory  was  not  arrived  to  maturity  \  and  that,  befides  the  duty  of  a  general 
to  adl  cautioufly  with  fo  artftil  an  enemy  as  the  Afghans,  if  we  may  judge  from 
his.conduA  after  he  arrived  at  Isfahan^  it  is  reafonable  to  conclude,  his  defiga 
was  to  hufband  the  war,  that  his  office  as  generaliffimo  might  not  borome  unne- 
ceflary. 

As  (bon  as  the  khan  entered  the-city,  he  took  the  proper  meafures  for  quieting 
the  tumults  of  the  people,  occafioned  by  the  pillage  already  mentioned.  He  alio 
ordered  dili«nt  fearch  to  be  made  for  aU  the  Afghans,  whom  neceffity  or  choice 
had  induced  to  remain  there.  Of  thefe,  numbers  had  concealed  themielvesin  the 
houfes  of  their  relations  or  friends,  in  hopes  to  elude  the  iearch.  Many  of  them 
were  brought  into  the  public  places,  and  executed.  Thefe  were  a  kind  of  vi(£tims 
to  the  fouls  of  thoufands,  who  had  been  ftarved  ta  death  by  the  ambitious  policy 
of  maghmuo  ;  or  for  the  fame  reafons  butchered  in  cold  blood,  during  the  reign 
of  the  AFGHANS.  It  is  remarkable  however,  that  tjehmas  kovli  khak  pardoned 
all  thofe,  of  whom  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  made  a  fair  report,  with  regard  ta 
the  humane  manner  in  which  they  had  executed  their  refpedive  offices.  In  the 
mean  while,  he  received  a  deputation  from  the  Afghans  of  casein  :  thefenot  only 
offered  their  allegiance  to  shah  TiEHMAS^  but  alio  their  iervice  to  engage  imme-^ 
diately  as  foldiers  in  his  army.    Such  a  reinforcement  could  not  but  prove  agree- 

4  aide 
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1729.  able  to  the  persiak  general,  and  in  the  name  of  his  mafter  he  pramiicd  them  a 
kind  reception. 

The  fpirit  of  rerenge  did  not  ftop  with  the  flan^hter  of  the  afohans  of  isfahak  : 

the*  people  were  furious  at  the  fight  of  tvtry  objeSt  that  could  raUe  in  their  minds 
the  leaft  remembrance  of  their  paft  fufferings.  Maohmud,  when  he  was  near  his 
natural  death,  was  taken  oflT  by  violence  as  related ;  yet,  as  he  was  the  founder  0^ 
the  dominion  of  the  apghaks  in  peA.sia,  they  had  at  a  confiderable  cxpence  ercft* 
ed  a  magnificent  maufoleum  to  his  menMry.  This  edifice,  according  to  the  cuftocn 
of  the  eaft,  was  built  in  a  grove,  and  indofed  with  a  wall*  Though  uagkmcd 
had  been  fi>  inhuman  a  murderer,  yet  the  fuperftition  of  the  partners  in  his  vie* 
tories,  induced  them  to  oflfer  their  prayers  at  his  tomb.  This  increafed  the  indig- 
nation of  the  inhabitants  <^  isfahak,  and  added  a  greater  impatience  to  their  defire 
of  deftroying  it.  Having  obtained  perm'iffion  of  the  khan  tor  this  purpofe,  they 
levelled  this  edifice  to  the  Rround,  with  the  fury  of  an  enraged  mob ;  diey  would 
not  even  fufler  the  repofe  clhk  bones ;  and,  to  add  a  yet  greater  mark  of  contempt 
and  abhorrence,  in  the  very  place  on  which  this  mauiokum  had  been  cieAcd,  they 
built  a  public  Jakes. 

Shah  TiCHMAs,  who  was  ftill  atTiBHiRAK,  having  tvcemxl  notice  of  iduK  had 
palled  in  Isfahan,  prepared  to  take  pofleffion  of  his  capital.  He  marched  at  the  head 
of  the  greaceft  part  of  the  forces  which  were  left  with  him,  and  arrived  the  ninth 
of  DECEMBER  following  at  GAZE,  z  village  about  fix  miles  diifamee  from  Isfahan^ 
Here  he  was  met  by  his  general  TiSHMAS  Kouti  khan  (  whom  the  shah  no  Jboner 
faw,  than  he  alighted  from  his  horle,  as  if  he  meant  to  pay  him  homage.  The 
jgeneral  difinounted  alfo,  and  ran  to  him  in  a  refbedful  manner,  to  piwe&c  this 
great  mark  of  condeibenfion ;  but  the  skah  tofifted  uoon  walking  a  ftw  paces  with 
him,  dcciarhig  that  he  could  not  (hew  too  great  a  oiftinAion  to  die  perfon  who 
had  delivered  his  country*  and  driven  his  enemies  fhom  Isfahan.  Aner  a  fliort 
converiation  he  ortounted  again,  preceded  by  his  running  iboemen  * ;  the  kkan  fol<> 
lowing  jufl  behind  him  at  the  head  of  his  iroops. 

T^HMA^  now  made  his  entry  into  Isfahan,  and  was  received  with  all  thofe  dc* 
monftrations  of  joy  which  the  fudden  change,  from  the  eiflecrable  cyraamy  of  the 
uturper  ashrefp,  to  the  gentle  deportment  of  their  legal  ibwrei^a,  oould  ia^ire. 
The  remembrance  of  his  mtsfbrtnnes  added  ail  the  tendernefs  ot  aflbdioQaie  fi»b- 
jedls,  to  the  religious  refpefk  for  the  perfon  of  him  who  now  appeared  as  the  oiity 
Ibrvivorof  the  seffie  family.  But  the  tranfportsof  his  joy  were  in  a  great  mea« 
fure  fupprefied,  when  he  heard  of  the  fate  of  the  king  his  father,  and  law  the  pa- 
lace, which  eight  years  before  contained  alt  the  iptendor  of  a  court,  exhibitiiig  only 
naked  walls.  The  remembrance  that  he  was  reftoned  to  the  throne  of  his  anceftors, 
was  not  fufficient  to  filence  the  dictates  of  humanity,  in  a  breaft  formed  to  gentle 
impreilions.  Though  a  king,  he  wae  not  aOiamed  to  weep.  As  ibon  as  he  eACCred 
the  harram,  an  old  woman  threw  hei^arms  about  his  neck  in  tranfports.of  jt^;  as 
he  knew  that  ashreff  had  carried  away  his  fifters  and  other  relatkms,  he  was  the 
more  iiirprized  to  find  this  perfon  to  be  his  mother.     This  lady  had,  ever  Once  the 

invafioa 

•  Shatirs. 
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invafion  of  the  afghants,  difgiiifed  hcrfelf  in  the  habit  of  a  flave,  and  fubmittcd   1729. 
to  all  the  offices  of  drudgery ,  which  are  ordinarily  impofed  on  perfons  in  that      ' 
iituacion. 

The  king,  after  enjoy;flg  the  fatisfaflion  to  ^  one  of  bis  paAtts  alive,  prepared 
himfelf  for  the  duties  of  a  fovereign  prince.  He  received  all  thofc  who  appeared 
before  him  in  fo  affable  and  obliging  a  manner,  that  he  won  them  entirely  to  his 
intereft ;  and  though  their  poverty  ^¥as  very  greats  tfaey  contributed  Uberally  to  the 
fupport  of  the  army,  which  was  increafed  to  near  forty  thoufand  men.  Shah 
Ti£HMAS,  whofe  tendernefs  of  nature  became  his  crime,  ioftead  of  commaodihg 
his  genera!  to  purfoc  and  extirpate  his  enemies,  gave  way  to  a  melanth6ly  tufn  of 
thought.  TiCHMAS  KOULi  KHAH  took  occafion  from  hence,  to  repretent  to  him 
in  a  refpeftful  manner,  that  his  prefent  fituation  ought  to  efface  all  remembrance  of 
pafl  difgraces ;  the  shah  replied  to  thi5 efieft :  *'  How  is  it  pofHble  that  my  heart 
**  fliould  be  open  to  joy ;  arc  my  own  misfortunes,  and  thofc  of  my  people  to 
**  be  forgotten^  fo  long  as  the  murderers  of  my  father  aAd  brothers  are  yet  at  shi- 
•'  RASS,  where  my  fifters,  and  other  female  relations,  ate  held  in  flavery  by  the  vile 
•'  AFGHANS  ?**  This  was,  in  faft,  to  reproach  his  geheral  with  inactivity  ^  for  it 
was  in  his  breaft  to  have  purfued  them,  without  giving  them  the  leaft  time  to  form 
any  future  projecSl  j  but  t^ehmas  kouli  khan,  tjrye  to  his  own  principles,  forcfaw 
that  the  remembrance  of  his  fervices  wouFd  wear  out  of  the  minds  of  the  people, 
unlefs  to  the  office  of  generalifiimo,  he  could  add  that  of  a  prince  miniftert  or  ac 
leaft  poffefs  a  power  adequate  to  it.  He  therefore  took  this  occafion  to  reprefent 
to  the  shah,  that  he  wasv^y  ready  tx>  march  againft  the  enemy,  and  finifh  theBufi- 
Beft  of  peAoiing  to  his  maje^  ali  hit  dbihinions ;.  but  tiiat  ke  knew  s»  asmy  was 
not  to  be  kept  together  without  pay  ^  and  iporeover,  he  had  learnt  fixrm  die  eatpe- 
rience  of  lutf  ali  khan,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  late  uplbrtunate  re^  of  SHAif 
HUSSEIN,  that  the  intrigues  of  a  court  often  bafHe  the  mdft  glorious  miBtaiy  opera* 
tions  J  therefore,  if  his  majefty  meant  to  complcat  the  woric  which  was  fo  happily 
begun,  a  power  muft  be  granted  him  to  levy  money  for  the  payment  of  the  army. 

Thjb  king,  who  already  defigned  to  give  his  aunt  in  marriage  to  this  general,  and 
had  aAually  made  him  bkcler  beg  of  khorasan,  was  ftartkd  at  his  demand  of 
this  extraordinary  power  of  levying  money  j  being  fcnfible  that  fuch  a  ffep  was  in 
fome  meafure  to  yield  up  the  fovercignty.  He  confulted  with  fbme  of  the  princi- 
pal officers,  if  there  was  any  proper  perfon  to  whom  he  could  give  the  command  of 
the  army.  Whether  thefc  officers  were  in  the  intereft  of  the.  general  or  nor,  they 
declared  their  opinion,  that  the  foldiers  would  not  willingly  fcrve  under  any  other 
perfon  than  TiCHM as  kouli  khan  -,  and  confequently,  that  it  would  be!  beft  to  com«» 
ply  with  his  demand  for  theprefcnt,  and  refent  his'infolence  hereafter,  when  there 
fhould  not  be  any  fuch  preffing  occafion  for  his  fcrvices.  The  ambitious  kouli 
KHAN,  thus  obtaining  his  point  in  fo  important  an  article,  profefled  an  entire  devo- 
tion to  his  matter's  fervice.  As  a  proof  of  this,  he  offered  to  take  the  field  imme- 
diately, and  go  in  fearch  of  the  Afghans  ;  and  accordingly  before  the  end  of  D£^- 
CEMBER  this  year,  the  rEKsiAN'army  began  their  march  towards  shjr  ass. 
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PART        XIII. 

FROM      THE 

Total  defeat  of  the  AFGHANS  in 

JANUARY  1730. 
TILL 

T^HMAS   KOULI   khan    is    chosen    king 

IN    MARCH     1736. 

CHAP.      L 

AsHUBPP  fiops  0t  SHTRASS.  TiEHMAS  KOULI  KHAN  morcbis  and  defeats  tie  Af- 
ghans the  istbpf  JANUARY  1730.  Flighty  diftrefs^  and  death  of  ashrbpf. 
Tjehmas  KOULI  KHAN  moTcbes  agaiff/i  tbe  Turks,  and  takes  hamadan  and 
TAVRis;  be  makes  a  truee^  returns  t$  herat,  reduces  tbat  frevinee,  andmarebes 
inte  KHORASAN,  Tbe  shah  marcbes  to  erivan,  obtains  feme  advantages  ever  tbe 
TURKS,  and  is  afterwards  defeated  near  tbe  aras,  and  again  at  hauadan. 

1729.  A  SHREFF  did  not  entertain  the  leaft  thoughts,  that  the  aftire  TiBHMAS 
ZA  KOULI  khan  would  remain  long  at  Isfahan  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  expeded 
X  jL  to  be  clofely  purfued.  He  had,  befides  his  army,  a  numerous  caravan,  of 
which  part  confided  in  camels  loaded  with  the  plunder  of  Isfahan  ;  yet  the  firft 
day  he  marched  fiztv  miles.  His  intentions  were  to  have  taken  the  rout  of  kher- 
MAN,  but  heauring  that  the  balouchees  we)e  in  arms,  and  concluding  they  would 
have  no  regard  to  him  as  a  fugitive  prince,  pofle(&d  of  great  riches,  he  determined 
to  march  to  shirass.  Bring  inforxned  that  the  Persian  army  was  loitering  in  Is- 
fahan, he  plundered  and  ravaged  the  province,  as  well  as  the  city  \  and  gave  a 
loofe  to  all  tnat  barbarity,  which  the  complicated  motives  of  revenge  and  avarice  can 
fugged  to  a  mind  natundly  cruel.  To  this  he  was  the  more  induced,  by  the  con* 
du£b  of  the  Persians  in  Isfahan  towards  the  Afghans. 

TiCHMAS  KOULI  KHAN  having  fupported  the  rigor  of  the  feafon  with  great  con- 
ftancy,  after  a  march  of  twenty  days  arrived  near  astakhar  '.    His  troops  had 

luffcrcd 

^  This  city  11  near  the  rains  of  the  andent  pi&iipolii. 
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fuf&rcd  very  much  by  the  feverity  of  the  feaibn,  and  want  of  provifions,  the  af-  1729. 
CHANS  having  laid  the  country  wafte;  this  occalioned  a  confiderable  diminution  of 
the  PERSIAN  army  by  deleition»  as  well  as  mortality.  The  Afghans  having  fixed 
their  camp  in  an  advantageous  fituation,  determined  to  try  the  fortune  of  another 
battle  *,  whiift  the  P£Rsian  troops^  on  their  part,  were  impatient  to  give  a  finifhing 
llroke  to  the  Afghans.  The  15th  of  January,  tahmas  kouli  khan  attacked  1730. 
the  APGHANS  with  aU  his  troops,  wkh  the  fame  vigor  as  he  had  done  at  mourt- 
CHAKOR,  and  put  them  inftantly  to  flight;  inibmuch  that  he  was  apprehenfive,  by 
their  feeble  refiftance,  that  they  meant  to  draw  him  into  an  ambufcade.  He  had 
adopted  it  as  a  maxim,  not  to  fe|)arate  his  ttoops ;  being  fenfible  that  when  a  de- 
.tachment  is  routed,  their  flight  often  throws  a  whole  army  into  confufion ;  and  that 
the  fpeed  with  which  the  vanqutfted  fly,  is  but  a  precarious  fecurity  to  them,  fince 
the  conqueror  muil  overtake  them  at  laft. 

An  excefs  of  caution,  may  bring  on  the  fame  confequences  as  raflineis :  the 
KHAN*s  great  ciDcumfpe^fcion,  upon  thisoccafioa»  gave  the  Afghans  an  opportunity 
to  concert  meafures  for  their  fecure  retreat,  with  all  thdr  valuable  efl^ds.  The 
houfes,  gardens,  and  narrow  paflages  about  the  city  of  shir  ass,  were  fuch  as  ren- 
dered the  approach  difiicult ;  and  the  khan  refolved  to  put  nothing  to  an  unnecei- 
fary  hazard,  fmce  it  was  plain  that  the  pride  of  the  Afghans  was  humbled  to  the 

These  people  had  however  taken  arcftilution  to  ddend  a  pafiage^n  thetiorth  fide 
of  the  mountains,  which  leads  to  the  city  ;.  and  dividing  their  men  into  .platoons; 
made  fevcrai  difchargcs  on  the  Persian  army*  Finding  this  did  not  hinder  the 
. PERSIANS  from  marcbihg  on  in  regular  order,  they  fled  to  shir  ass.  A-shreff  be- 
.iflg  now  reduced  to  the  laft  mttremity,  fent  two  of  has  principal  ofiicer^  to  TiSHMA^ 
KOULi  KHAN,  with  ofiers  of  delivering  up  the  princefles,  alio  the  treafure  and  other 
.cfie£ts4xlonging  to  the  crown-;  on  condition  that  be  -and  his  troops  Should  retire 
out  of  PERSIA  unmoleflied,  and  carry  with  them  their  families,  arms,  and  ba^age^ 
To  this  the  khan  replied,  that  he  would  not  comply  with  fuch  propofals ;  on  the 
contrary,  that  if  they  did  not  deliver  up  ashreff,  he  would  put  all  the  Afghans  to 
the  fword^  Thcfe  ofiicers  then  pretended,  that  if  the  khan  wouW  grant  them  - 
quar-ter,  they  would  deliver  up  their  chief:  to  this  no  definitive  anfwer  was  given, 
but  tlie  deputies  were  permitted  to  re^re. 

.  In  the  mean  while  ashreff,  who  was  not  ignorant  that  he  had  nothing  to  exped 
but  a  cruel  death,  if  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  <he  Persians,  marched  off  in  the 
aiTght,  and  was  got  to  fome  diflance  before  Ti£H5rAs  kouli  khan  was  informed^ 
it.  h  may  be  prefumed,  that  it  did  not  give  him  an]^  great  concera  that  he  had 
mifled  the  recovery  of  the  princeflies  of  the  royal  blood,  however  he  might  be  af- 
Jfeded  with  regard  to  the  treafure.  ki  order  to  facilitate  -their  retreat,  the  Afghans 
Separated  into  difierent  bodies;  it  therefore  became  the  more  difiicult  to  prevent 
their  flight.  The  khan  was  not  ^perhaps  fo  much  concerned  about  this,  as  bis 
army  imagined  5  fince  every  circumftance  of  his  condu6t  proved  that  he  was  in  bis 
heart  a  tartar,  and  more  difpofed  to  favor  that  nation,  than  the  natives  of  Per- 
sia :  thus  we  may,  in  ibme  meaiure,  reconcile  a  conduit  feemiqgly  lb  contrary  to 
Vol..  -a.  O  o  the 
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]  ^  JO.  ^  natural  aSMcf  df  Mt  genhift.  HoMnrft  or  his  arrival  at  sfna ass,  he  cau&d 
ftvrral  of  the  APdRAKt^  whom  he  Ibond  chere^  tt  Im  put  to  death  :  tbofe  of  any 
diftinftion  be  feat  priiboerl  to  tsfABAii  mck  the  ne«ft  of  hb  vidory. 

Altho'  ASHaEFP  had  made  a  Sodden  and  fecmfighc^&nicof  die  parties,  which 
the  KHAN  detached  after  him,  overcook  die  apghams,  and  a  fldnmih  enfiied,  but 
the  PERSIANS  were  obliged  to  rrtmai.  It  ia  aot  eafy  to  figure  the  difficulties  which 
ASKasFP  encounteivd  ^  his  riches  farving  only  oo  iocfosla  his  danger.  Befides  die 
great  diftreft  fat  was  in  for  pR>vifion  aMi  forsga,  in  the  dead  of  winter,  he  was  per* 
petuaUy  attadced  on  every  fide  by  eke  peafam,  t^l  at  kngtk  he  was  obliged  to 
abandon  his  baggage,  and  after  that  to  drop  all  the  raasiAH  women  and  children, 
whom  he  was  carrying  into  capciimy.  Sunt  of  kis  foHowcn,  cranfportcd  with 
rage  and  jealoufy,  killed  their  women,  »  pnevem  dieir  fiiffing  into  the  hands  of 
their  enemies. 

Undsr  thefe  ciftmiTiftances,  it  was  impoffiUe  iu  tkem  to  kxep  togedier  in  any 
^  Gonfiderable  body.  Their  divifion  poft  an  opportumty  to  moft  of  their  capdvca 
to  efcape ;  and  among  dtefe  were  the  aunt  and  lifter  of  shah  tjkhmas.  As  foon  as 
thefe  ladies  returned  to  shirass^  they  were  conducted  konocably  to  the  court  of 
ISFAHAN,  and  the  former  was  given  to  tahiias  koq^li  xtutN  in  marrij^.  Hun^ 
ger  and  thirft,  cold  and  fatigue,  with  incef&nt  fkirmifhes,  having  difperfed  the 
AFGHANS ;  ASHRBFP  had  with  hi(n  only  two  hundred  men,  when  he  was  atuckcd 
by  a  body  of  the  balouchses  * :  he  made  a  vtry  gattaiit  defence^  but  a  kngth  him- 
ftlf  and  all  his  people  were  cut  to  pieces. 

Thus  ended  the  ufurpadon  of  die  Afghans,  but  not  tke  calasnides  of  firsi a. 
The  death  of  ashrrff  was  but  a  pndude  to  tbofe  nilcfaiefs,  vducb  haiwil,  that 
fcourge  of  heaven,  was  to  brins  on  this  unhappy  coontry.  The  wesdtnefs  of-Rua- 
sun's  reign,  had  been  the  firft  apparent  caufe,  which  by  a  chain  of  effedb  could 
hardly  fail  to  plunge  this  miferable  nation  imo  further  misfortanes,  not  inferior  to 
chofc  it  had  felt  under  the  cruel  afghaks. 

TiEHMAS  KOULi  KHAN  remained  about  two  months  in  si»ira«s,.  and  rtAt&tA 
his  army.  As  foon  as  the  fpring  af^oadied,  he  diredted  his  courfe  mwaids 
hamadan  :  his  name  was  already  fo  formidable  to  the  tvrks,  skat  from  his  valor 
and  experience,  they  dreaded  the  lofs  of  thofe  dominions,  which  they  had  con- 
quered during  the  late  troubles  in  Persia.  If  he  was  an  oi^eft  of  terror  to  riiem, 
his  conducft  alfo  gave  umbrage  at  the  cx>urt  of  Isfahan  ;  die  afeendency  he  had 
obtained  by  means  of  the  army  under  his  conmiand,  rendered  him  abeady  too  great 
^r  a  fubjcft. 

Shah  t^hmas  had  no  fboner  made  a  difpofition  of  his  mtetior  governxtsent^ 
than  he  fent  an  embaiiador  to  the  ports,  to  aoqoaint  the  grahd  sionsor  o^faia 
te-efhblilhment  in  the  government  of  the  Persian  emtMre  ^  asd  that  he  cbfired  t» 

liw 

^  There  are  difFereirt  accottnts  given  ooacemiag  the  place  where  dm  afohan  jchief  ended  h»  iifi» 
but  as  the  defcrt  of  sbgestan  was  his  rout  to  kandahar,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  he  was  aot  wcrf 
far  advanced  in  that  country  when  this  event  happened.  ,     ^  '         ^ 


Uwe  in  perfisft  anicy  with  the  turcs  :  deoianding^  hovever,  the  re^iudon  of  Iw  i7jd» 
^olniaiQn^  which  tlief  liad  taken  duricig  th^  croubles,  and  likewife  all  the  PsnifAN 
ptiibmv.  The  embaSaclw  bad  hardly  opened  bi$  coaitniffion^  when  newa  arrived 
at  cowsTAHTiirovL^,  chat-  the  PsaaiAw  army  had  already  taken  HAMAoatf.  The 
TURKISH  miniftry  enraged  at  this  proceeding,  declined  any  further,  conference. 
The  embafiador  declared,  that  he  believed  the  news  was  not  true ;  qr  that  thofe 
hoftiiitti  had  been  committed  contrary  to  his  mafter'a  intention,  by  fome  rebel- 
lious fobjefb.  Homwer^  the  turks  refblved  imtnoAiaxxdy  to  declare  war  again0: 
die  rs&siAwa,  ^uid  accar^gty  made  preparations  to  carry  it  on  with  vigor. 

fai  the  msan  while,  tahmas  kovli  khas  had  by^is  arbitrary  proceedings^ 
ind  die  abufe  <sf  his  authority,  rendered  his  iecuricy  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with 
peaceable  meiUurei )  or,  iftdeooi^  with  any  other  fituation  than  that  of  being  at  the 
bead  of  an  aroiy.  He  had,  in  hSt^  beaten  abdallah  basha,  and  taken  hama- 
DAK,  and  following  the  turks  to  rermahshah,  <xmipleated  the  defeat  of  that 
army.  Afoer  putting  gaitilbM  in  thdk  places,  he  marched  for  tavrxs  and  arpb^ 
viLLZ  \  whkh  the  bashA  kovproli  was  ordered  Co  defend  with  forty  thoufand 
men  i  but  Kntt.f  mian  faairing  oiftt*mai>ched  him,  took  thefe  plaocs.  The  tvrrs 
Ixing  thus  tenrified  at  the  progreft  of  the  pxrsiaks,  demanded  a  truce,  to  which 
tjrum AS  KOCTLi  Kff  AN  confisoted  the  more  readily,  as  the  ab]»oi.L££S  of  hbrai: 
liad  remked,  and  formed  a  confiderable  anny.  Upon  diis  he  returned  back  with 
n  large  body  of  his  troops,  and  bj  a  laborious  march  entered  the  country  of  ssfe^ 
JiAia,  and  defeated  the  abdollrbs  in  a  pitched  bacde.  He  then  blockaded  hbrax^ 
wbioh  being  unpravided  ibr  a  fkge,  was  obl^^ed  to  fubrait.  He  put  the  govermr 
and  ail  die  principal  perfons  conoeimd  in  die  rebellkxi  ao  death,  and  leaving  a  gar*^ 
rifon  of  his  own  men,  he  marched  to  mbschbD. 

TA;siMAS  BHAffi  coackided  tliat  the  truce  wkh  die  portb  wOttld  not  terminate  in 
nny  accMiunodaciOfn  t  and  indBsd  the  rvnica  taking  advanoage  of  the  abiencc  pf 
wiOfiht  K«A«,  made  great  pireparatioas  for  the  march  of  the  ottomav  armies* 
The  SHAH  therelbre  left  isf  ahaw  in  ocTOSfiR,  widi  nn  anny  of  about  twenty  thou- 
£nid  men,  4m£dng  Ms  tsourie  sowanls  tavris^  whei«  he  joined  the  tvoops  left  by 
his  ^neral  TiCHMA®  K4dVLf  khav.  Prom  thenoe  he  mandMl  over  die  fountains 
«f  ARMBNf  A,  in  die  height  ^winter,  by  wbidi  he  loft  a  confiderable  smmber  ^ 
his  men;    It  was  near  the  end  of  ^ 'bbuiuari^  when  he  reached  bri v a«.  *   ^72^' 

Ali  basha,  serasrier  of  that  province^  had  taken  care  to  fupply  the  city,  not 
wAy  for  a  <iege,  but  elfb  to  uSt  offer^vely  againft  «he  pbr^iasks  when  a  favorable 
^poroinity  Aotild  ofier  :  acoordin'gly  he  caufed  fix  cbouiand  nf  his  men  to  marnh 
out  ^  the  ganifoa  to  aittack  die  persiaks,  wish  4nliiru<5tions  to  retreat  at  the  fiift 
fire.  Hiis  order  was  executed  fo  wdl,  chat  the  Persians  baving  the  i^pcarance  of  , 
a  viftory,  followed  the  turks,  and  fell  into  the  &iave  i  for  a  nudked  battery  of 
cann^i  was  played  ^n  them  fo  furioufiy,  that  diey  loft  a  gaeat  nuoifacr  cf  men. 
The  nAs«A  at  the  feme  time  mar(^d  out  of  4iis  camp,  and  attacked  the  stjersiavs 

O  o  2  in 

•  This  city  1radl)cen  famoas  for  the  fepddires  of  the  piaiTiLiv  lciii«,  for  colleges  AMy  endowed, 
and  morqoes  with  colQy  omamenta  in  "Elver ;  bat  the  tvaa^  doritig  me  troubles  alienaisd  the'  lan4s> 
and  plandered  the  riches« 
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173  r.  in  flank,  fi>  that  the  battle  became  verjr  bloody  on  bodi  fides ;  however,  die  pim- 
siAN  valor  was  fuperior  to  that  of  the  tueks,  who  were  driven  back  to  liidren* 
trenchments.  The  shah  then  laid  fiqge  to  the  caftle,  but  the  turks  having  bid 
the  country  wafte,  he  foon  found  his  army  in  dilbeis  tot  provifioos,  and  was 
obliged  to  raife  the  fiege. 

The  PERSIAN  army  then  direded  their  courfe  towards  tavjlis.  Ali  basha  fbl- 
jbwed  them,  and  foon  met  and  joined  the  forces  of  basha  rouproli.  The  union 
of  the  TURKISH  troops  having  rendered  them  fuperior  to  the  Persians,  they  at« 
tacked  the  Persian  army  near  the  city  astabat,  and  defeated  them,  pufliing  fome 
«f  their  troops  into  the  rj^er  Z2ux}vi*%  many  of  them  were  drowned*  and  a  great 
number  taken  priibners.  Among  die  latter  was  seffix  rouli  khan,  a  general  of 
diftindion,  who  had  been  formerly  the  athemat  doulet  of  shah  hussein.  This 
perfon,  now  about  focty  years  of  age,  was  remarkable  for  his  knowledge  and 
bravery.  When  he  was  brought  prifoner  to  Constantinople,  the  grand  signior 
demanded  of  him,  why  at  the  hte  fiege  of  tavris  he.  had  fufiered  the  chief  mul- 
lah and  his  family  to  Jbe  maflacred  ?  He  anfwered  in  an  undaunted  tone,  ^*  These 
**  are  rafcals  in  Persia  as  well  as  in  turkey,  and  when  a  place  is  taken  by  aflauh^ 
**  it  is  impoflible  for  commanders  to  prevent  diibrders/*  Whatever  might  be  die 
reaibns  which  induced  the  ottoman  court  to  behave  thus  cruelly  to  this  gallant 
.officer,  he  was  condu&ed  richly  cloathed,  with  his  hands  tied  behind  him,  to  a 

tlace  near  the  feraglio,  where  the  grand  signior  glutted  his  refentment  in  feeing 
is  head  cut  off.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Persian  embafiladors  had  been  very  iU 
treated,  and  even  plundered  on  the  road,  lb  that  the  tvrks  feemed  to  obferve  no 
terms  with  their  enemies,  but  determined  to  lay  wafte  the  borders  of  Persia  wi^ 
fire  and  fword« 

T^HMAS  shah  had,  before  his  defeat  near  astabat,  relblved  to  abandon 
TAVRIS,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  hamadan,  to  which  achmed  ba- 
sha was  preparing  to  lay  fiege  The  Persian  army  reached  the  pl^nsof  hama- 
dan in  SEPTEMBER,  bctng  reduced  from  fifty  ^  to  kis  than  thirty  thouiand  men ; 
with  thefe  were  joined  the  garrifoa  of  the  city,  and  a  bloody  battle  eofued  between 
the  two  armies,  in  which  the  turrs  were  a  tecond  time  vidorious.  The  shah  re* 
turned  with  his  fcattered  forces  10  casein  i  and  hamadan  fell  again  into  the  hands 
of  the  TURKS.  Thus  the  ottoman  army  gained  this  year^  what  they  lolt  the  year 
before. 

During  thefe  tranfe6lions  in  the  field,  die  fituation  of  aflSiiiy  m  turkey  was 
changed  by  inteftine  commotions.  As  they  had  much  to  lofe,  without  a  profped 
4>f  making  any  further  acquifition,  peace  was  become  very  defirable.  Achmed, 
BASRA  of  bacdat,  in  confequence  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  Persians  the  preceding 
year^  had  received  orders  to  make  a  peace  with  tliem  on  the  beft  terms  he  could. 
Ibrahim  basha,  the  grand  vizir,  confcious  of  his  being X3dious  to  the  people,  was. 
apprehenfive  that  if  fuccels  attended  the  arms  of  the  pbrsians  in  recooqumng  the 

provinces 

*.  This  river  £UlsifitQ  the  A  RA9|  a  litde  bdow  astabat.  *  It  may  be  prefoiDed  tbar  be 

«olkaed  a  great  Dumber  of  forces  in  hb  xnarcli  through  rsasiA  into  tbe  TvaKxsa  dominions,  befidea 
tbc  forces  he  loiand  at  ta vais* 
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provinces  wrefted  from  tb^  monarchy,  during  the  invafion  of  die  a? ohans  ;  fuch   17^1. 
an  event  would  neceflarily  render  his  lafety  very  precarious. 

Thb  end  of  September  the  preceding  vear,  a  great  revohnion  happened  at  coh* 
STANTiNOPLE.  As  this  event  was  attended  with  remarkable  circumftances,  it  wift 
not  be  foreign  to  our  fubJeA,  to  give  a  fuccinft  account  of  it. 


CHAP.     n. 

Jn  account  of  the  revolution  in  turkey.  Itbe  grand vizir^  andfeveral  other  great: 
4sfficers  put  to  death.  Acumed  the  IIP  dethroned.  Mahommed  advanced  to  the 
government.    The  extraordinary  adventures  of  patron  a  ralil,  chief  of  the  rebels. 

IT  often  pleaies  the  wifdom  of  providence  to  accompKlh  the  greateft  ends  by  ig-  i79o». 
noble  inllruments.  Fatrona  kalil,  a  native  01  Albania,  who  had  been  a 
common  failor,  and  was  now  only  a  fimple  janiffary,  became  the  inftrumentof  de- 
throning ACHMED  thelll^  the  grand  signior,  in  reientmentef  the  evil  adminr- 
ijtrationQf  the  government,  and  the  rapacious  avarice  of  xbrahim  basha  the  grand 
vizir. 

Patrona  appeared  in  arms  the  28th  of  September,  at  the  head  of  afew  de- 
iperate  fellows.  It  was  agreed  this  fmall  body  fhould  divide  xtfelf  into  three  com- 
panies, and  taking  dificrcnt  routs  they  were  to  meet  at  atmeidan  %  which  was 
appointed  their  general  rendezvous.  This  difpontion  being  made,  patrona  began 
l^is  march,  diiplaying  a  Imall  Ibandard:  his  companions,  with  fabres  in  their  hands^ 
cried  out,  that  all  (hopkeepers  and  mechanics  fhould  (hut  up  their  fhops,  and  every 
good  muflulman  (hould  follow  their  enfigns  to  atmeidan,  where  they  would  com<^ 
municate  the  juil  caufe  of  their  appearing  in  arms  againft  the  prefcnt  government. 
The  two  other  companies  having  done  the  fame,  the  whole  city  was  in  an  alarm, 
and  the  (hops  were  fhut  up.  The  turrs  who  did  not  join  them^  confined  them*- 
feives  to  their  houfcs.  The  grand  signior,  and  his  vizir  ibrahim^  were  at 
their  country  palaces  at  scutark  and  the  revs  effendi*'  was-alfo  at  one  of  his, 
country  houfes  on  the  caqal  which  extends  to  the  black  sea»  This  minifter,  be- 
ipg  given  up.  to  his  natural  indolence,  treated  the  account  whi$h  was  fent  of ,  the 
tomult,  as  a  matter  below  his  attention;  fo  that  th^re  was  no  perfon  of  authority 
to  quafli  this,  oommotipn  in  the  city,  except  the  aga  of  the  janiflaries,  and  the 
xiAYA  'of  the  grand  vizir  T-hc  laft,  apprehenfive  <rf  danger,  retired ;  whilft  the 
AGA  put  himfelraf  the.  head  of  his  guards,  defigning  to  difperfe  the  mob;  He  foon 
found  that  his  very  guards  were  corrupted ;  and  inftead  of  being  difpofed  to  aft  of*- 
ftnfivcly  againft  the  promoters  oft  the  fedition,  they  complained  of  hii^  not  joining 
n^ith  them  to  obtain  jufticc  of  the  grand  vizin  .  . 

Things.. 

•-  A  Dlain  jifft  wftlhoot  the  city.  ^  Secretary  of  ftate.,  *  TUft  is  jthe  fft^  vXba  o{.  the. 

koufliold,  .^e^vizir 09  well  utbe  ct A«9.f  io»a«R  ha^  ostt 
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rjtj'o.  Things  being  tliui  circiunftanced,  he  wis  intirelf  at  a  lols  wliat  meafur^s  to 
take,  till  news  was  brought  him  that  a  party  of  the  rebels  were  gone  to  plunder  his 
palace.  Upon  this  he  retired  to  provide  for  his  own  fecurity.  The  snob  increafed 
crery  moment:  they  oMigcd  all  the  Turks  they  met  to  join  them,  threatening  to 
kill  thole  who  refufed ;  ai^  fom^  unhappy  pcrfons,  who  had  oo  inclination  to  em< 
bark  in  fo  defpcrate  an  enterprize,  actually  fell  a  facrifice  to  their  fury.  They  now 
broke  open  all  the  prifons,  and  made  flaves  and  malefactors  the  companions  of  their 
foftilRe.  As  their  number  augmented,  thofe  whom  ftar  rather  than  tnciination  had 
hitherto  reftrained,  became  the  partners  of  their  rebellion.  Thus  the  fire  of  fedition 
had  already  made  a  great  progreis,  befoit  chegtand  vizir  had  received  any  exadtin^ 
formation  of  it ;  fo  that  it  was  not  till  four  in  the  afteniooa  that  the  mufti  \  the 
RAil^AitHAK  S  and  the  kyava,  wiA  (everal  other  principal  officers  of  ftate,  came 
tE^  ittfytm  Mm  «i  wIm  a  Jidghc  tilt  Mi»rit£UM  Wtt  arrifed.  InMiediacdy  a  non- 
cil  Was  Md|  wMch  laAed  ciU  nt^c  wtthoiK  My  refolycKHh  but  that  they  (hould  hold 
another  council  at  the  palace  of  the  grand  signior.  Here  it  was  refolved  that  die 
court  ibould  ixBmediatcly  go  to  const ANXifraPLa  ;  and  they  accordingly  embarked 
in  a  yacht*  They  wereiio  fboner  arrived,  than  the  grand  vizir»  with  the  other  mt<- 
nidersy  b^an  to  deliberate  what  measures  to  take  under  fuch  prefling  circumftancds« 
which  were  of  Aich  a  natuie»  al  ieemed  already  to  baiSe  the  utmoft  of  their  {kill 
and  authority.  They  refolved  however,  uxunimoufly*  that  the  only  efiedual  me* 
thod  was  the  force  of  arms  ^  and  therefore  a  body  of  troops  fhould  be  colledled. 
This  indeed  feemed  to  be  the  only  expedient;  but  the  grand  signior  being  in- 
formed of  their  refolution,  was  unwilling  t?o  try  fiach  defperate  means.  As  Iboa  as. 
it  was  day^  his  htghnefi  fent  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  bostangis  '  to  at- 
M«'iDAN,  to  command  the  rebels  in  the  grand  signior*s  name  to  retire ;  and  to 
acauaint  them  that  if  they  dad  not  (hew  a  ready  obediencet  his  highnefs  would  be 
obuged  to  have  recourfe  to  arms.  Thev  made  rqrfy  with  great  unconcern^  that 
they  were  ailembled  for  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  ilate^  and  would  not  lay  down 
their  sKins^  till  the  fuitatiredrelled  their  grievances* 

The  grand  signior  higlUy  incenfed  at  fo  inlbleiit  an  antwer*  ftratlHed  his  rc% 
femment  in  reproaching  has  vizir  ibrahim  as  the  caufe  of  the  diforder.  The  vizir 
Jaid  the  fault  on  the  kaimaschan,  loading  him  with  the  moft  heavy  reproaches  ki 
the  prtkt^cc  of  the  fultan;  turning  towaraa  whom  he  (aidy  *^  Will  your  highnefs, 
**  fuffer  that  a  wretch  fo  vile  and  deipicable  as  this  ihall  longer  enjoy  the  light*  The 
SULTAN  ftruck  widi  the  manner  in  which  his  vizir  acculed  the  kaimakhaj^*  caufed 
iysak  immediately  to  be  arrefbed :  and  then  aiTumiog  a  compoled  air,  difcourfed  with 
the  vizir  upon  the  fitution  of  their  afiairs.  lanAfiiMt  who  was  an  able,  tho*  not 
an  honeft  miaifter,  found  the  advice  his  mafter  gave  was  impradUcable ;  therefore, 
without  amufing  Jiim  with  vain  prqje^,  he  reGommended  force  as  the  only  expe- 
dient to  reduce  the  rebellion.  '*  I  fee,^  continued  he,  **  in  this  crifis  of  the  em- 
*^  pire,  only  two  expedients ;  either  that  your  bighneis  put  yourfelf  at  the  head  of 
^^  your  houlhold  troops^  and  fall  upon  the  rebels  i  or  that  ]^u  permit  me  to  go  in 

*'  your 

•  Tlie&ft  ecdsfiaftic,  m't:kicfof  the  hw.  ^  The  deputy  of  the  gnnd  vixir,  who  aaaasfo- 

vernorof  coNSTANTiMOPLS.  ^  Tiiffe  area.%cci«sof  loilitiaiaTVRKtr,  Iwtchey  dfoien^ 

as  guards  of  the  feraglio. 
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•«  your  place.    I  flatter  myfelf  that  I  am  fufiicicntly  beloved  by  the  foldkrs  to  form   1730. 
^  a  confiderable  party,  as  fooa  as  I  fhaJl  appear.'* 

Th£  timorous  sultan  reliflicd  neither  of  thefe  propofals,  but  ftill  vainly  endea- 
voured to  avail  himfelf  of  the  right  he  derived  as  fovereign  of  the  people*  He 
therefore  caufed  the  ftandard  of  mahommed  to  be  forthwith  difplayed  at  the  gates 
of  the  feraglio,  and  ordered  a  proclamation  to  be  made  from  the  ramparts,  that 
every  fbldier  who  would  come  under  this  banner,  and  allift  him  in  reducing  the  re- 
bels, fliould  receive  a  gratification  of  thirty  crowns  ■ ;  and,  moreover,  tfiat  their 
py  &ould  be  augmented  two  aipers.  He  foon  found  that  thefe  fair  promifes  were 
ineffeAual,  and  therefore  gave  orders  that  the  bostanois  fliould  be  ailembled.  But 
neither  were  thefe  orders  practicable,  for  thofe  who  were  capable  of  bearing  arms 
concealed  tbemfelves,  having  no  inclination  to  fight  in  behalf  of  a  minifl:ry,  which 
had  been  long  odious  to  them.  His  next  application  was  to  the  marine ;  but  be- 
fore any  number  of  men  could  be  collected,  patron  a  kalil,  at  the  head  of  a  body 
of  rebels,  fell  upon  the  arfenal«  drove  the  captain  basha  from  it,  and  threatened 
the  foldiers  of  the  marine,  if  tliey  perfifted  in  defending  the  court,  he  would  grant 
them  no  quarter,  but  would  burn  their  houfes,  together  with  all  the  fliips  and  gallies 
belonging  to  the  sultak.  By  this  means  he  difperfed  a  great  number  who  had  al* 
ready*  received  money  for  enliftin^  and  brought  off  others  to  join  his  party :  at  the 
fame  time,  he  augmented  his  forces  with  all  the  Turkish  malefa6tors  and  flaves^  , 
who  were  in  the  gallies  and  baths« 

At  length  the  or  aks  signior  (ent  a  deputation  10  the  pebeU,  demanding  wbac : 
their  intentions  were  ?  They  aafwered,  chat  they  defired  the  mufti,  the  grand  vi- 
zir lERAHIlC  BASHA,   the  KAIMAKHAN,   MUSTAPHA    B'AIHA,  ^Sld  MAHOUHW  thC 

RiAYA,  might  be  delivered  to  them.  With  regaixl  to  hit  higbnefs^  they  de« 
dared  themtelves  fati&fied  with  his  reigp^  and  wi&A  him  pnofmrny.  Upon  thi^ 
anfwer,  die  sultan  imaaediately  caufed  the  two  lafl:  to  be  atrelWd,  and  ku  10  ac« 
quaint  the  rebels,  that  they  flimld  be  pot  to  deaths  but  chat,  in  cMftieration  ^ 
his  compliance  fo  far,  they  oi^hc  to  be  eooicmad  wiih  die  bMUbmyit  of  the 
MUFTI  and  VIZIR.  The  rebels  confented  to  fpare  the  Muf  ti,  b«t  ftiU  pei:fiAed  i* 
their  firft  demand  with  regard  to  the  vizir  i  infomuch,  that  the  fulun  found  his 
pwn  SpoAtity  would  be  endai^eredliy  hi^  tdbUt. 

In  the  meag  while  fatrtOma  cMduOrd  himfelf  wkh  di  the  ^ff^kf  and  spod 
arder  o£  ^  oomnaander  in  chief,  exa^Hng  an  oath  from  htf  com^Mifm^  thM  nh^ 
ftmld  comaut  ao  kifid  of  exoefe.  For  the  better  fiifttOK  of  their  difefipfinc,  fome, 
«h^  had  committed  tfae&a  and  difecden,  wene  tOawif  puniAed  with  death  by  t 
consent  of  the  ieadm  «f  die  nebdtiofi:  by  whidk  mcdm-w  tk^  imi$  (mppbtd  wvib 
^ovifioBfi  a^  u6i9l.  The  jantffKios  mh^in  their  hoaoa  h«l  »ii(alttdlM|phef«it» 
joinod  the  jrebsls  at  atmudait^  whcue  they  ibmrnd  m  xtgpkf  €amp^  Thi^  Arp 
ictaaed  to  fender  the  aibirs  of  fifae  court  ddjpeaie.  fl«M«e4»  thcmvtMi  made 
Mother  efibnt  to  obain  the  hk  of  smlaaiu  ftAWUb:  to  which  the  rtbds  made^ir 
o(her«eply,  than  that  they  had  already  done  enough  in  pardoning  the  mufti.  The 
grand  vizia,  and  other  great  officers  already  mentioned,,  weic  accordingly  con- 

ddifiiKd  . 

*  I  fvippoft  dollacs  of  dicee  fldIfiD|^  ^ 
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1730.  dcmncd  to  dic^  and  the  30th  of  September  the  delinquents  were  condufted  to 
KAPuoRASi*.  The  approach  of  death  fo  terrified  the  kiava,  that  he  rendered 
up  his  foul  without  the  hand  of  the  executioner.  The  raimakhan  performed  the 
X5fficcs  of  devotion,  and  received  the  abfolution  which  is  ufual  on  fuch  important 
occafions,  in  a  very  compofed  and  regular  manner.  The  vizir  did  not  exprefs  lefs 
fortitude  and  compofure,  but  he  neither  faid  his  prayers,  nor  received  ablblution ; 
obferving,  **  that  as  his  life  was  fo  near  an  end,  he  would  not  give  himfelf  that 
^«  trouble." 

Ho^RT  far  the  grand  vtziR  had  mifbehaved,  during  the  long  admiitiftration  of 
twelve  years,  may  be  judged  from  the  immenfe  riches  which  he  left  behind  him. 
One  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  bed-chamber  ^,  who  had  been  in  his  fecrets,  now  con- 
ieflcd  that  in  a  vault  under  the  pigeon  houfe,  which  this  minifter  had  caufed  to  be 
built  in  one  xjf  the  courts  of  the  feraglio,  his  riches  were  dcpofited.  From  hence 
vere  taken  four  iron  chefts,.  of  which  three  contained  eighteen  long  leather  bags, 
•with  fixty  thoufand  fequths^funduklis  in  each,  and  the  fourth  contained  a  great 
-quantity  of  precious  ftones*  The  KiAVAof  Ibrahim's  harram,  ivho  had  a  perfeft 
icnowledge  of  his  affairs,  confeflfed  that  a  great  part  of  thefc  riches  was  the  price  of 
injuftice ;  and  that  he  had  himfelf  been  employed  in  the  nroft  fecrct  manner,  at  dif* 
ierent  times,  in  conveying  money  into  thefe  chefts. 

The  next  day  in  the  morning,  the  bodies  of  thefe  three  great  officers,  without  any 
funeral  rites,  and  almoft  naked,  were  conveyed  in  a  cart  to  atmeidak,  followed 
t>y  a  crowd,  wiio  exprefled  great  contempt  and  refcntment  of  the  condudb  of  thefe 
minifters  by  infiilting  their  remains,  and  declaring  with  loud  acclamations,  that  they 
lioped  all  ri)e  oiemies  of  their  religion  and  country  would  meet  with  the  fame  fate. 
When  the  bodies  were  brcughc  into  the  camp;  the  rebels  were  loud  in  their  expref- 
fions  of  refentment,  that  the  grand  sionior  had  not  delivered  the  traitors  alive, 
as  he  had  promifed.  It  was  urged,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  sultans  had  never 
been  accuftomed  to  deliver  their  minifters  alive  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies ; 
and  that  they  ought  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  great  condefcenfion  which  his  highnefs 
hdd  flicwn  upon  this  occafion. 

The  rebels  having  carried  their  point  thus  jfkr,  Wer6  intoxicated  with  their  own 
'fiiccefs^  and  began  to.declare  without  referve,  that  they  would  depofe  the  sultait 
'ACHMED IH.  and  fet  his  nephew  mahommted  on  the  throne.  They  confidered  in- 
^deed  that  achmsd  was  naturally  cruel,  and  had  caufed  all  thofe  to  be  put  to  death 
who  had  dethroned  his  brother  mustapha  IL  in  1705  i  and  confequehtly,  as  they 
had  been  the  authors  of  the  death  of  his  near  relation  ibrahim,  they  could  cxpeft 
▼ery  litde  ouavttr  from  him,  (hould  his  power  be  again  eftabliflied :  on  the  con- 
trary, iboufd  they  chufe  maiiommbd,  who  had  been  confined  for  feven  and  twenty 
years,  there  was  sreat  redbii  to  believe  he  would  acknowledge  their  fervices.  Ach-. 
aiXD,  in  reality,  Sad  given  them  no  remarkable  caufe  of  complaint,  except  his  gresft 
^rror  to  ibhahih  basha  -,  fotfaac  it  was  in  fome  meafure  di/Hcult  to  find  a  (peckmsi 

motire 

-*  The  apHtmemia  die  feraglio^  where  prifonen  of  Aate  arepot  to  death.  ^  Am  acinar  o«LAa. 

*  At  mm  tbillingt  and  feur-peoce  die  ftquin  it  one  million  live  hendred  and  twelve  thoniaad  ponndji 
wkidifccau  10  be  nnch  too  urge  a  fimtp  beamafled  by  any  niniftcr  in  any  coontr/^  witlMat  veqr 
peat  coimption  indeed. 
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motive  for  this  laft  z&  of  violence  on  the  ftatc.    They  pretended,  that  the  body  1730, 
of  the  vizir  ibjlahim  was  not  among  tbofe  of  the  delinquents;   however,  after 
hanging  the  bodies  of  the  kaimakhan  and  kiaya,  each  upon  a  tree,  as  fpe6i:acles 
to  the  people,  they  dragged  the  third,  which  was  really  Ibrahim's,  at  a  horfe*s  tail 
to  the  gates  of  the  feraglio. 

Here  they  denvanded  with  the  mod  clamorous  infolence,  that  the  real  vistit  with 
all  his  creatures  fhould  be  delivered  to  them  alive,  as  alio  the  revs  effendi  ;  ad- 
ding, that  as  they  could  not  depend  on  the  promifes  of  achmed,  who  contrary  to 
,all  laws,  perfifted  in  prote&ing  a  viilaia,  whofe  avarice  had  plunged  the  date  into 
the  greateft  diilrefs,  he  was  no  longer  worthy  to  reign :  at  the  fame  time  they  pro- 
claimed MAHOMJ4ED.  AcHMED  tried  cvcry  expedient  to  quiet  them,  offering  them  ' 
confiderable  rewards,  and  to  deliver  up  all  thofe  whom  they  demanded ;  but  they 
were  inflexibly  bent  on  dethroning  him.  On  their  return  to  atmeidan,  they  threw 
the  carcafs  of  ibrahim  into  the  common  road,  near  a  fountain,  where  this  minifter 
had  erefted  an  elegant  ftru&ure  about  two  years  before,  as  an  embeliilhment  to  the 
city,  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  people. 

The  rebels  having  plunged  themfelves  lb  deq),  began  to  find  the  neceffity  of  fome 
perfons,  (killed  and  experienced  in  politics,  to  condud  them  in  the  completion  of 
their  work.  Ispiri  zade,  one  of  me  sultan*s  chaplains,  though  he  had  often  re- 
ceived the  hi^heft  marks  of  the  royal  bouncy,  had  the  ingratitude  to  abandon  hi& 
matter,  and  join  in  the  confpiracy.  This  man  had  concealed  his  ambition  under 
the  cloak  of  piety  and  mortification,  and  was  now  fecretly  become  their  chief  ad- 
vifcr.  The  firft  of  October  he  entered  tlie  ieragUo,  where  he  found  the  minifters 
of  ACHMED  under  a  great  confternation,  not  knowing  what  would  be  the  iflue  of 
the  rebellion*  As  foon  as  this  treacherous  prieft  entered  the  apartment,  the  mini- 
fters enquired  impatiently  what  was  paffing  in  the  city.  He  anfwered  with  the  air 
of  a  man  deprefled  with  forrow  :  •*  The  rebels  will  not  upon  any  account  fubmit 
**  that  ACHMED  ftiall  reign  over  them  any  longer;  all  my  endeavors  in  favor  of 
•*  the  SULTAN  are  rendered  abortive,  by  the  fiercenefs  of  their  animofity.  It  is  in  . 
*•  vain  to  flatter  ourfclves  any  Ipnger,  that  we  (hall  be  able  to  alter  their  rcfo- 
*•  lutiom" 

At  thefe  words,  the  whole  aflfembly  became  motionlcfs,  and  unable  to  utter  9 
word.  The  perfidious  ispiri  zade,  obferving  that  there  was  no  body  who  dared 
to  acquaint  the  sultan  with  this  news,  went  bimfelf.  As  foon  as  he  entered  the 
royal  prefence,  achmed  faid,  "  Are  the  rebels  yet  at  atmeidan  ?  why  do  they  not 
**  retire  ?  1  have  ihewn  them  more  favor  than  f  ought :  I  have  offered  to  do  thcni 
*'  juftice  on  thofe  of  whom  they  complain  ;  and  1  have  promifed  them  large  pre- 
-*'  fents  •,  what  would  they  have  more  ?*■  Ism-ri  zade  replied,  in  a  bold,  but  com- 
pofed  tone,  "  Thy  reign  is  finiftied  •,  thy  revolted  fubjefts  will  no  longer  fubmit 
•'  to  thy  dominion.**  Achmed,  ftarting  ^p,  replied,  *'  Whence  comes  it  that 
•**  you  have  delayed  to  give  me  this  .infermation  ?  Then  running  immediately  to 
the. apartment  *  of  MAHOM MED  his  nephew,  he  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  con- 
d4.iAing  him  to  the  throne,  placed  him  there  himfclf,  and  was  the  firft  who  falutcd 

yo.L.  II.  P  p  him 

*  Cas  oda. 
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1730.  him  a^  emperor.  Among  many  tender  things,  he  fpolcc  to  this  eflfeft  :  "  Remem- 
**  ber.  that  your  father  loft  the  place  in  which  youarenoir  feated^  by  his  Wind'com- 
**  plaif-incefor  his^mutti  HEizouLLArt'EFFENDi^,  and  that  Liofc  it  myfelf,  by  hav- 
^'  ing^trufted  too  much  to  my  vizir  ibr.ahim.  b«asha.  Learn  from  our  examples- 
•'  not  to  confide  in  your  minifters  without  due  circumfpeftion.  If  I  had  always 
**  followed  my  old  maxims,  I  fhould  never  have  left  mine  fo  long  in  place,  or 
**  omitted,  to  have  demanded  fieqiient  and  regular  accounts  of  the  affairs  of  the  em- 
'  *'  pire,  fierhips  L  might- have-  then  finifhed  my  rdgn  as  glorioufly  as  I  began  it. 
♦*  F:ue.wel;;  II wi(h: that  yours  may.  be  more  happy  ;  and  I  hope  that  you  will  have- 
^*  a  proper  regard  for  me  and  my  children,  whom  I  recommend  to  your  care;'* 
Immediately^  the  unfortunate  aohmev  retired  to  thofe  apartments  which  his  nephew 
Iiad  Juil  quitted; 

After  the  ceremony  of  the  inauguration  of  the  new  sultan  was  performed  with 
the  ufual  pomp,,  and  he  had.  received  the  honors  due  to  this  high  dignity,  his  curio- 
fity  excited  him  to  fee  paxrona.  kalil,  who  had  been  the  inftrument  of  his  exalta- 
tion to  the  throne.  This  man  appeared  before  the  Orand  signior  in  the  habit  of 
a  common  Janiflary,  with  his  naked  knees.  He  advanced  with  a  bold  air  to  the  sul- 
tan's throne,  and  killed  his  hand.  His  highncfs  faid,  **  What  can  I  do  for  thee? 
*'  Thou  haft  a:  right  to  demand  of  me  any  favon"  This  artful  wicked  fellow, 
now  gave  marks  of  more  noble  and  generous  fcntiments^  than  could  be  cxpefted 
from  his  birth  and  paft  life,  and  anfwered  the  sultan  to  this  purpofe :  "  As  to  the 
•'  prefent  time,  I  am  arrived  at  the  higheft  point  of  my  wilhes,  in  feeing  your  high- 
•*  nefs  on  the  throne  of  the  ottoman  empire.  With  regard  to  the  future,  I  know 
'^  I  have  nothing  to  expedl  from  you  but  an  ignominious  death."  The  grand 
•'  siGNiOR  replied,  **  I  fwear  I  will  never  do  you  any  harm  ;  tell  me  only  what  re* 
•^  compcnce  1  can  make  you,  and  I  grant  it  before  you  a(k."  *'  Since  your  joyal 
"  goodncli  is  without  bounds,"  replied  patrona^  I'defire  that  you  will  fupprcls 
**  all  the  new  impofts  with  which  your  fubjeds  have  been  loaded  under  the  late 
**  adminiftration." 

1  HIS  was  a  dangerous  requeft,  as  it  ieemed  to  increaie  the  popularity  of  this  fel- 
low 'f  however  the  grand  signior  did  not  hefitate  to  comply,  and  orders  were 
iipmediately  given  to  fufpend  the  coUedion  of  thofe  taxes.  In  the  mean  while  the 
rebels,  far  from  dift>anding,  committed  many  outrage,  particulariy  in  pillaging  ie- 
veral  houfes  of  perfons  profcribed,  which  had  been  fealed  up  with  the  royal  feal. 
The  new  sultan  could  not  but  feel  a  quick  refentment  of  fo  great  a  mark  of  dif- 
refpeft,  as  well  as  violation  of  the  laws;  however,  as  he  was  not  yet  fecure  on  his 
t^ne,  he  deiired  that  they  would  refrain  from  fuch  kind  of  executions^;  reprefent- 
iig  at  the  fame  time,  that  as  they  had  placed  him  on  the  throne,  they  ought  to  leave 
the  power  and  authority  of  puniihing  to  him,  in  the  manner  which  he  fhould  think 
tnoft  convenient.  Thefe  gentle  remonftrances,  though  founded  in  the  higheft  rea- 
fon,  did  not  prevail  on  the  bafe  and  undifciplined  minds  of  the  rebels  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  renewed  their  inftances  that  the  revs  effendi  fhould  be  delivered  up  to 
them.  Tho*  this  minifter  had  not  been  fo  guilty  as  the  other  officers  of  ftate,  yet 
be  thought  proper  to  retire  and  conceal  himfelf.     Had  he  been  prefent,  the  new, 

sultak 
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SULTAN  feemed  in  no  difpofitirion  to  comply  with  their  extravagance,  the  gratifica-  ^739- 
tion  of  which  might  have  only  ferved  to  increafe  their  tumultuous  fury. 

.  The  rebels  proceeded  in  rifling  the  houies  of  thofe  who  were  mod  obnoxious  to 
-them.  The  plunder  of  the  erandees,  together  with  the  riches  of  the  vizir,  enabled 
PATRONA  to  make  a  plentihil  diftribution  of  money  to  gratify  all  his  followers, 
among  whom  even  children  and  old  men  were  admitted,  as  by  this  means  he  in- 
creafed  his  popularity.  The  lieutenant-geiieral  of  the  Janifiaries,  tho'  chofen  by  the 
rebels,  was  confirmed  by  the  sultan  ;  he  therefore  took  the  liberty  to  reprdcnt, 
that  fo  profufe  a  liberality  to.perfons  fo  little  intitled  to  it,  ill  fuited  with  juft  go- 
vernment, iff  the  caufe  of  which  they  had  taken  up  arms  :  but  this  unhapy  officer, 
for  his  indifcreet  zeal,  was  cut  to  pieces  on  the  fpot. 

The  orand  sionior,  obicrving  that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  eilablifh  peace 
rwhiift  PAT  RON  A  appeared  in  arms,  propoied  to  give  him  a  rich  government,  or  a 
film  of  money  to  retire.  Patron  a  knew  well  that  he  could  have  no  fecurity  but 
in  arms  ;  however  he  continued  to  chaftile  thofe  who  committed  any  outrage  with* 
.out. his  permiflion.  All  the  new  officers  of  date,  out  of  fear  of  his  lawlefs  power, 
paid  him  the  greateft  refped; 

Patron  A  at  length  refledling,  that  the  character  of  a  difinterefted  patriot,  in 
which  he  had  hitheno  appeared,  would  not  fupport  him,  when  the  lives  of  the  in- 
habitants of  CONSTANTINOPLE,  together  with  their  wealth,  Ihould  ceafe  to  be  in 
his  power  :  began  to  accept  bribes,  and  to  fell  his  favors  for  money.  His  compa- 
'  nions  being  informed  of  it,  expreflcd  their  refentment  with  fome  bitternefs,  as  he 
thus  ^violated  thofe  principles,  in  defence  of  which  they  had  taken  up  arms.  The 
matter  was  but  too  apparent,  and  tended  much  tp  weaken  his  intcreft  •,  however, 
.he  ftill  pretended  that  all  his  paffions  and  defires  centered  in  the  public  g9od. 

Their  plundering  and  profcriptions  ftill  continuing,  the  sultan  convoked  a 
council,  compofed  of  his  new  mufti  and  principal  officers  of  ftate.  In  confequcncc 
of  this,  the  mufti  prepared  his  religious  artillery,  by  lending  his  fetfa  to  the  rebel 
camp  at  atmeidan,:!:^  the  istambouleffendi  \  This  was  a  humorous  whirt- 
*fical  fellow,  who  having  fromthe  beginning  taken  the  part  of  the  rebels,  was  m 
great  efteem  amowgft  tfcera,  and  played  his  part  lb  well,  that  x.ht  moft  fenfible 
among  the  JaniiTaries  confented  to  retire  co  their  quarters,  and  to  fubmic  to  the  sul- 
tan's pleafure.  At  the  feme  time  the. rebels  were  threatened,  that,  if  they  did  not 
retire,  the  ftandard  of  mahommed  would  not.be  hangout  in  vain,  feeing  that  there 
were  thouftnds  iij  constantinoplb  ready  to  fhed  their  blood  in  defence  of  k. 
Upon  this  they  fubmitted,  on  condition  rliat  none  of  them  .fliould  bc.putto  death, 
and  that  they  ihould  have  three  liiandacds  difplayed,  by  which  ^means  they  might 
unite  in  their  own  defence  in  cafe  of  need.  Extraosdinary  as  this  propofel:  may 
appear,  the  court  thought  proper  to.  fubmit  to  it,  fbr  the  prefent,  for  fear  of  worfe 
confequences.  .       • 

.P  P  2  .  .   .  -TrtE 

«  Lieuteoant  of  the  police  in.coNSTANTjNOtbi.  .        ^  ' 
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1730.  The  blaze  of  this  rebeHious  fire  feemcd  thus  to  be  cxtinguifhed.  The  court 
thought  it  unfafe  to  proceed  to  the  execution  of  any  ef  the  chiefs,  though  it  could 
hardly  be  cxpecled  that  the  Janiflaries,  after  fo  licentious  a  life  for  fourteen  days, 
V70uld  fubmic  to  the  proper  difcipHne  of  that  body,  in  whoie  chambers  it  is  not  per- 
mitted to  drink  wine,  nor  commit  any  fort  of  debauch.  During  their  ieditious 
practices  patrona  kalil  had  poflefled  himfelf  of  money  fufficient  to  maintain  him 
in  a  genteel  manner ;  but  his  ^reateft  diftindion,  in  his  own  efteem^  was  derived 
from  being  the  chief  author  of  the  revolution. 

Hi  now  took  a  houfe  contiguous  to  the  chambers  of  the  Jaoiflaries,  and  four 
hundred  of  his  followers  well  armed  continued  about  his  perfon.  TIfty  fpcnt  their 
lime  in  debauches,  and  ^veral  murders  were  committed  in  broad  day.  Growu 
hardy  in  their  imaginary  fecurity,  they  made  no  fcruple  to  vifit  the  new  grand 
VIZIR,  as  if  they  confidered  him  as  their  creature.  They  demanded  the  baniihment 
of  ieveral  perfons  of  diftin<Sion  ;  that  others  (hould  have  their  employments  lakea 
Irom  them  }  and  they  named,  at  the  fame  time,  thole  whom  they  would  have  pre- 
ferred; Among  the  latter,  patrona  carried  his  iniblence  (o  far,  as  to  demandthat 
a  certain  greek  butcher  called  yanaki,  to  whom  he  had  been  much  obligod  % 
trufting  him  with  a  great  quantity  of  proviHons,  (houkf  be  made  prince  of  MOLDi^- 
VI A.  The  ceremonies  of  the  inveftiture  of  this  butcher  prince  were  adhially  per* 
formed  ;  but  as  he  was  not  able  to  raife  the  funds  neceflary  on  this  occafioo,  and 
his  friend  patrona,  confcious  of  the  wild  abfurdity  of  his  conduft,^  had  deferted 
him  i  the  imaginary  principality  of  this  vain  greek  was  changed  into  a  prifon. 

This.,  and  other  fuch  extravagancies,  began  to  make  the  Janii&ries  aihamed  of 
efpoufing  the  caufe  of  fb  ddpicable  a  wretch.  Patron a*s  pride  was  then  a  littfe 
bumbled  1  he  th^r^ore  Went  to  pay  his  court  to  the  kadileskisr  %  a  man  of  fiiv- 
gular  probity.  He  received  him  with  great  coldnels  ;  however,  patrona  with  aa 
air  of  dignity,  addrefled  him  as  follows  :  **  You  know,  sreat  effendi  \  that  God. 
*'  has  been  pleaied  to  make  u(e  of  this  feeble  arm,  to  (feliver  his  people  from  the 
^^  oppreflioB  of  the  late  minRtry.  You,  who  are  wife,  and  can  fee  into  the  heans 
^  of  men,  know  that  my  defigns  are  g^xxi ;  however,  I  find  that  ibme  ill*inten«- 
^^  tioned  perfons  mifinterpret  my  actions,  and  endeavor  to  reprefent  them  as  cri- 
^*  minal  to  our  matter  the  sultan  ;  for  whom  I  have  fo  often  expoied  my  life,  if 
^*  tbeie  calumnies  continue,  I  beg  you  will  be  my  advocate  with  his  highnefs.*' 
The  itADiLESKiER  anfwered,  '*  That  he  held  faUhood  in  the  higheft  contempt,  and 
*^  ihould  never  be  aihamed  to  tell  the  truth,  and  that  he  might  be  alTured  if  his 
^'  opinion  was  aflced,  he  (hould  declare  what  he  thought.*'  Patrona  was  willing 
to  interpret  this  ambiguous  anfwer  in  his  oiwn  favor  *,  and  killing  the  hand  of  the 
KADiLESKiBR,  he  retired,  and  gave  a  handful  of .fequins  to  his  domeftics ;  which 
the  XADiLxsKiBR  Ordered  to  be  thrown  into  the  &a  before  patroka*s.  face,  as  a 
.mark  iof  his  contempt  and  indignation^. 

pATHoit  A  was  yet  at  the  l)^ad  of  a  party  fufficicnt  to  ikreen  him  from  the  ro* 
temment  of  the  court,  whkh  ilow  meditated  a  fair  occafion  to  cut  him  off.  The 
Axth  of  novembkr,  as  deputy  of  the  Janiflkries,  he  convoked  a  grand  council,  at 

whk^ 
<.* dttcf  jnflice.  ^,T^  namfi conunon  to  thofc  i^erfcd  in  tbt hw«   - 
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.  which  the  khan  of  the  crim  tartars,  the  grand  vizir,  the  m  ufti,  and  other  great  17  io^ 
officers  of  ftate  were  prelent.  He  opened  the  aflembly  himfelf,  and  addrcffing  him- 
fdf  to  the  iCHAN,  fpoke  to  this  eflPed :  "  The  prefcnt  fituation  of  the  empire  has 
**  occaGoned  the  convocation  of  this  council  ;  I  know  that  our  affairs  iriip^RsiA  are 
"  every  day  falling  to  decay.  The  Russians  are  continually  fending  fuccours  to 
"  the  PERSIANS;  therefore  my  opinion  is,  that  we  ought  to  declare  war,  to  pre- 
•*  vent  greater  evils,  and  to  revenge  ourfelves  on  them  for  the  blood  of  muiSul- 
*^  men,  which  they  have  been  the  caufe  of  fpilling.  Let  us  immediately  fend  a 
"  great  army  againft  them,  whilft  the  tartars  invade  the  cduntry  of  thefe  infi- 
**  dels  on  the  other  fide,  and  bring  the  inhabitants  into  flavery.  I  think  aifo  that 
**  there  is  in  abfdute  neceffity  to  curb  the  bash  as  on  the  frontiers,  in  their 
*•  evil  pradices.  So  far  from  taking  care  of  the  troops,  and  regarding  the  Janifla- 
•*  ries  as  the  fure  fupport  of  this  monarchy,  they  treat  them  ill,  and  retain  their 
"  pay  fiw  their  private  ufe,  and  to  gratify  their  own  creatures.*' 

He  made  ieveral  other  remarks  in  as  wild  and  indigefted  a  manner,  v^ilft  the: 
whole  afifcmbly,  with  hearts  fuU  of  indignation,  depk>red  the  wi;etched  fituation  of 
the  ftate,  that  obliged  the  great  council  of  the  ottoman  empire  to  hear  this  defpi- 
cable  wretch  prefume  to  give  laws.  At  length  the  khan  of  the  tartars,  tired 
of  hearing  his  impertinent  difcourfe,  laid,  •*  You,  who  fpeak  fo  much  of  war,  do 
*♦  you  know  what  it  is  ?  What  reafons  are  there  that  his  highne&  (hould  declare  war 
^*  againft  the  Russians  ?  Do  you  not  know  that  the  court  is  at  peace  with  them^ 
^^  and  that  without  juft  caufe  we  ought  not  to  break  that  peace  I  Before  we  proceed 
**  to  fuch  extremities,  we  ought  to  know  the  truth  of  the  extraordinary  reporta 
^*  which  you  make.  After  thsa,  upon  nuitufe  deliberation,  we  might  refolve  whether 
'*  peace  or  war  is  moft  for  the  honor  and  advantage  of  the  empire.  Thefe  are  not 
^*  fuch  light  matters  as  you  feem  to  imagine.  Tell  me  by  what  rout  you  would 
**  penetrate  into  Russia  ?"  **  By  what  rout,**  replied  patrona,  "  that  is  a  plea^ 
^^  fant  queftion  indeed ;  why  can't  we  go  the  fame  way  as  we  did  before,  you  oa 
**  one  fide,  and  we  on  the  other  ?**  The  tartar  prince,  with  an  air  that  plainly 
fhewed  he  thought  it  below  his  dignity  to  make  any  anfwer,  otherwife  than  as  the 
circumftances  of  the  ftate  rendered  it  neceilary  to  temporize,  fpoke  to  this  eSedt : 
^*  Formerly  we  paffed  through  Poland,  becaufe  we  were  then  at  war  with  the  po- 
^*  landrrs  \  but  at  prelent  we  are  at  peace  with  them.  Is  it  juft  to  fpread  de(b- 
^^  lation  among  people,  agaioft  whom  we  have  no  caufe  of  complaint  i  Do  you 
^'  know  that  an  army  of  an  hundred  thoufand  tartars,  cannot  march  into  a 
^'  country.without  ruining  it  ?  It  is  true  that  war  is  their  prc^r  occupation,  and  the 
^*  real  fource  of  the  riches  of  my  fubjeds  :  Ihut  up  in  the  plain&of  the  cRtM,  as  we 
^*  have  no  trade,  we  decline  into  poverty  ;  but  we  had  rather  facrifice  our  particu* 
"  lar  intereft,  than  juftice,  equity,  and  the  laws  of  nations.  We  know  that  war» 
**  are  the  chaftifements  of  heaven  -,  and  we  ought  to  refleft  maturely  before  we  take 
^*  up  arms,  that  we  may  not  repent  when  we  are  obliged  to  lay  them  down  agaih^ 
**  Thefe  arc  not  affairs  to  be  refolvedoa  ia  a  huriy.**  Patrona  replied,.**  I  fee 
^^  no  harm  in  carrying  defolation  into  the  country  of  infidels  \  and  as  to  our  delibe- 
*•  rations,  I  did  not  expcft  this  council  fhouid  have  been  compofed  of  more  than 
**  you,  MousLouK  AGA  %  thc  grand  viziR,  a  few  other  pcrfons,  and  myiclf ;.  and  for 

•*  the: 

^  Tliis  wa»  anotltfr  Janiflary  of  thc  fame  fiamp  as  >ATtONA  himfelf.  who  had  forfeited  his  Hfe  otu 

a.  focrali 
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fjrso.*^  the  futute,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  (o,  that  we  may  0onduft  ourisufinefi  with 
*'  more  fccrecy;  othcrwifc  the  infidels,  beinff  infofmed.cf  ourTcfolutions,  willdif- 
•*  conrcrt  out  meafurcs.**  When  the  bofine^  of  a  counoil,"  replied  the  khan,  ^*  is 
•*  to  cooTtik  of  war  or  peace,  it  is  a  maxim  eftablifi^  among  us,  to  have  nume- 
^*  rous  aflembltes,  that  we  may  know  the  different  -featiments  of  men  upon  h 
^  weighty  a  concern.  You  fee  that  ibrahim  basha,  ambitious  of  governing  a- 
*^  alone^  not  only  perilhed  himfelf  by  an  ignominious  death,  but  was  hear  drawing 
^*  on  the  ruin  of  the  empire.  It  is  aftonifliing,  that  fo  recent  and  terrible  an  ex- 
•*  ample  does  notinftrud  you  to  avoid  the  danger  of  directing  folely;  but  I  de- 
*^  ciare,  if  that  continues,  I  will  fupplicate  his  highnefs  to  fend  me  into  the  ie- 
^*  moteft  banifliment,  rather  than  be  a  witneTs  to  the  violation  of  his  honott  and 
**  the  ruin  of  the  ftate." 

S  o  bold  a  declaradon  as  this,  could  not  but  fileace  the  formidable  patrona. 
The  council  broke  up,  and  nothing  was  determined.  Many  entertained  the  moil 
ardent  wifhes  to  fee  the  deftru<5tton  of  the  rebels ;  who,  on  their*  part,  concerted 
meafures  to  put  their  own  citatures  in  pofleflion  of  the  principal  offices  of  the  go- 
vernment, as  the  only  means  of  fecuring  themielves. 

Two  days  afterwards  the  grakd  signior  invited  patrona,  MOusLOUfc>  and 
the  AG  A  of  the  JanifTaries,  to  Qourt,  defiring  to  be  informed  of  the  e£k&  of  their 
conference,  and  to  confuit  with  them  what  meafures  to  purfue  in  regard  to  the  af- 
fairs of  PERSIA,  as  well  as  the  interior  government  of  the  empire.  At  devcn  in  the 
morning  they  attended,  with  a  retinue  of  fix  and  twenty  perfons,  whom  they  teft 
in  the  firft  court,  and  wore  themfelves  conduded  to  the  chamber,  where  the  ot- 
toman princes  are  circumcifed  ■.  Here  they  found  the  khan  of  the  tartars, 
the  MUFTI,  the  grand  VIZIR,  with  other  great  officers  of  the  crown,  Icated^accord- 
ing  to  their  rank  :  "there  were  alfo  many  officers  of  the  bostangis  znd  other  pcr- 
fons,  (binding.  The  rebels  took  their  feats,  without  Iteming  to  fufpcft  any  danger ; 
the  bostangis  being  confidered  as  domeftics  of  the  feraglio. 

The  grand  vizir  opened  the  aflembly,  and  addreffing  himfelf  to  patroma,  faid, 
•*  The  grand  signior  has  made  you  beglerbbg  of  rom/nia  \  and  gives  yrtu 
**  the  command  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  with  which  you  are  to  join  ackmed,  ba- 
**  sha  of  bagdat,  and  to  a6t  in  concert  with  him  a^ainft  the  Persians."  He 
next  fpoke  to  mouslouk  aga  in  thcfc  terms  :  "  His  highnefs  has  appointed  you 
**  BEGLERBEG  of  natolia,  with  a  body  of  troops  under  your  command/*  And 
then  turning  to  the  aga  of  the  Janiffarics,  he  acquainted  him,  "  That  he  was  ap* 

"  pointM 

feveral  occafions.  This  fellow,  during  the  tranfadiopc  of  the  late  revolution,  went  ivith  an  imperious 
air  into  fome  of  the  tribunals  in  Constantinople,  and  without  referve  difpatched  his  emiiTaries  who 
attended  him,  with  orders  to  kill  fuch  and  fuch  pcrfons  j  letting  thofe  who  were  prefent  know  at  the 
fame  time  who  he  was,  and  that  he  had  the  gift  of  difcovering  the  hearts  of  men  ;  that  he  loved  ho- 
neft  men,  and  hated  rafcals ;  bidding  them  look  to  themfelves.  Sach  was  the  power  of  tl^  Janiiia- 
ries  at  that  time,  and  the  terror  which  they  fpread  through  the  city.  *  They.call  this  the  svnnbt 

ooAssi.  ^  The  ancient  tiir  ace.     This  is  one  of  the  richefl  governments  in  the  neighbourhopd 

of  CONSTANTINOPLE  ;  it  is  a  fruitful  country,  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  arcjiipblago^  near  three 
liundred  miles  long,  and  more  than  half  as  broad,  covered  with  hi^h  mountains,  which  ve  • 
bulwarks  againft  aa  enemy* 
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**  pointed  BASHA^of  ihrec  tails."  Thus  he  wasgoiAg  on,  when  must  aph  a  aoa  S  1730. 
cried  out  aloud,  ^^  Let  all  the  enemies  of  the  ftate  be  extirpated;*'  and  immediatei^ 
ly  thirty  of  the  ofiicersof  the  bostangi^  fell  with  their  fabres  upon  patrona  kalil, 
MouBL0ui&,  and  the  aoa  of  the  Janiflkries.  The  firft  was  drawing  his  dagger  from 
under  his  fufr  to  defend  himfelf,  when  mustapha  aoa  cut  his  arm. with  a  ftrokeof 
\^is  fabre.  Mous<>ouk  threw  his  robe  over  his  faoe,  and  refigncd  himfelf  to.  hi&  de^ 
flinyilike  a  CiVSAR. 

It  may  appear  extraordinary,  that  thefe  traitors  left  their  guard  in  the  outward 
court ;  however,  the  difficulty  is  reconciled,  when  we  confidcr  that  the  bufinefs  they 
were  to  treat  of,  was  of  an  imporCAht:  nati»re ;  and  that  they  had,  in  the  fond  pre- 
emption: of  their  im^jnations,  flattered  themfelves  into  a  belief  that  the  grand 
siGNiQR  had  adopted  their  fcntiments;  not. only  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  the 
empire,  but  alfo  in  refpcA  to  the  fecret  manner  in  which  they  propofed  to  hold  their 
<;ouacils,  agre^ly  to  v^hat  p  at^oha  had  reoommended  in  the  laft  aflembly. 

As  foon  as  thefet  rebel  chiefa^pen?  put  to  death,  their  bodies  were  thrown  into 
the  court,  before  the  apartment  where  the  cataftrophe  happened,  A  mefienger  wa» 
immediately  fent  to  acquaint  their  guard,  that  as  the  grand  signior  had  been 
gleafed  to  prefent  their  chiefs  with  a  coat  of  honor,  his  highnefs  intended  alfo  to 
give  them  each  a  caftan  ** ;  and  for  this  purpofe  they  were  to  enter  three  or  four 
at  a  time,  that  the  ceremony  might  be  performed  with  decency.  Thefe  deluded 
wretches  were  no  fooner  arrived  in  the  interior  part  of  the  fecond  court,  than  they 
underwent  the  fame  fate  as  their  matters.  Some  of  them  in  the  outer  court  at  length 
began  to  fufpedt,  as  none  of  their  companions  returned,  ^hat  they  were  enfnared, 
and  attempted  to  fave  themfelves :  Uut  the  gates  were  fhut  upon  them,  and  they 
were  flaughtered  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  others. 

The  report  now  prevailed  in  the  city,  that  patrona,  mdvslouk,  and  the  aoa. 
of  the  Janiffarics^  had  been  a  long  time  in  the  feraglio,  all  the  gates  of  which  were 
Ihut.  This  brought  feveral  of  ther  party  thither,  who  began  to  murmur,  and 
threaten  violence;  but  aa  foon  as  they  faw  the  gates  opened,  and  feveral  carts 
brought  forth  loaded  with  the.  bodies  of  their  chiefs  reeking  with  blood ;  they  were^ 
feized  with  difmay,  and  iled«  All  thefe  mangled  carcai^fes  were  expofed  in  the  ftreec* 
for  two  hours ;  after  which,  the  court,  apprehenfive  that  fo  hideous  a  fpeftacle 
might  coryure  up  fome  new  frenzy  among  the  people,  caufed  them  to  be  throwa- 
into  the  fea- 

A  NUMEROUS  body  of  guards  were  now  ordered  to  patrole  the  ftreets,  to  keep 
gpod  order,  and  prevent  any  defperate  attempt  to  fire  the  city;  for  patrona  had 
often  declared,  that  this  would  be  the  confequence  of  taking  away  his  life.  At  the 
fame  time  feveral  of  the  rebels  were  feized,  and  put  to  death  -,  and  the  butcher  ya- 
NIK  A  furvived  his  patron  but  one  day.     Public  thanks  were  then  ordered  to  be 

given 

«  This  perfon  had  in  h\s  youthful  age  been  a  creature  of  the  khan  of  the  tartars,  and  was  a  cap-  • 
tain  of  the  fcventeenth  company  of  the  Janiflarics  when  the  fedition  broke  out;  but  being  devoted  to  his 
oU  inaftcr,  he  now  took  the  fide  of  the  court,  and  behaved  widi  the  moft  approved  fidelit^i,  *  This 

b  the  term  for  thofe  veftments  which  are  prefentcd  as  marka  of  favor. 
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1730.  given  to  the  Aloiighty,  for  his  Angular  mercj  in  delivering  die  ftate  from  fuch 
imminent  danger.  A  general  pardon  was  publifhed  to  all  the  rd>els,  exceot  certain 
peribns  who  -were  confidered  as  the  chief  conductors  of  the  c<mfederacy  i  out  their 
punifhment  alio  was  changed  into  banifliment.  Befkle  thefe  a£ts  of  clemency,  lafgd 
donatives  were  prefented  to  the  Janiflaries,  Spahis  \  and  other  orders  of  the  foldiery 
who  had  been  concerned  in  the  revolt.  Such  marks  of  a  generous  difpofition  in 
their  fovereign,  converted  their  refentment  into  wifhes  for  his  profperity  and  hap- 
pinefs.  Thus  by  the  end  of  nov£mber,  the  city  was,  to  all  appearance,  iieftored 
to  its  former  tranquillity. 


»73i 


The  flames  of  fedition  were  not  however  eztinguifhed.  The  blood  of  patrokji 
K  ALiL,  MOUSLOUR,  and  their  other  companions,  like  that  of  the  hydra,  nourifhed 
new  monfters,  which  in  lefs  than  four  months  grew  to  a  formidable  fize.  The  great 
diflipation  of  treafure  which  this  revolution  had  caufed,  together  with  the  want  of 
condudt  in  the  new  muiifters,  not  only  occafioned  the  Janiflaries  to  be  in  arrean^ 
for  their  pay,  but  alio  created  a  fcarcity  of  proviiiens  in  Constantinople.  To- 
wards the  end  of  February  this  year,  people  began  to  murmur  akMid,  and  predift 
another  revolution. 

The  number  of  loofe  and  abandoned  itllows,  whofn  the  late  rebellion  had  broug^ 
together,  was  great.  Thefe  firom  their  natural  difpofition,  and  from  their  idle  man- 
ner  of  living,  were  ripe  for  any  defperate  enterprize.  The  partizans  of  achmedi 
the  dethroned  sultan,  fubmitted  with  reluftancy  to  the  deiliny  of  their  lafc  mailer  : 
thus  the  fpirit  of  rebellion  was  iccretly  fomented.  l*he  court  feemed,  however, 
to  have  no  fufpicion  of  it,  when  news  was  brought  the  25th  of  march,  that  a 
body  of  people  had  ailembled  at  atmeidan,  the  ordinary  rendezvous  of  male- 
contents,  who,  after  pillaging  ieveral  ihops,  had  collefted  a  number  of  arms.  Thefe 
being  joined  by  a  party  of  the  Janiflaries,  broke  open  and  plundered  the  houfe  of 
the  AGAof  the  Janiflaries,  who  with  difficulty  efcaped  with  his  life. 

The  aga  immediately  acquainted  the  grand  signior  ;  and  his  highnefs  ordered 
the  grand  vizir,  the  mufti,  and  other  sreat  officers  to  be  aflembled.  The  ex- 
perience  of  September  laft  had  taught  uiem,  that  fuch  lawlels  force  can  hardly 
be  fupprefied  but  by  military  juftice:  accordingly  they  inftantly  coUeded  what  for* 
ces  were  at  hand,  during  the  night;  and  left  neceffity  ihould  oblige  them  to  call  for 
affiftance,  they  carried  out  the'ftandard  of  mahommbd.  The  turks  imagine  that 
thofe  who  die  in  defence  of  this  flandard,  are  entitled  to  the  crown  of  martyrdom. 
As  foon  as  day  broke,  the  aga  of  the  Janiflaries  at  the  head  of  one  party,  and  the 
grand  vizir  with  another,  fell  on  the  tebels  at  atmeidan.  A  Imart  ikirmiih 
cnfued :  the  ftandard- bearer  was  difmounted,  and  in  danger  of  lofing  his  ftandard, 
which  might  have  had  fatal  confequences. 

The  rebels  being  at  length  put  to  flight,  retired  to  the  chambers  of  the  Janifla- 
ries, who,  though  they  had  not  taken  arms  in  any  confiderable  numbers,  were 
fipe  for  rebellion.  The  grand  vizir  therefore  prudently  declined  following  the 
rebels,  left  the  violation  of  that  azylum,  which  the  quarters  of  thefe  foldiers  are 

cflecmed* 

*  Tliefe  are  cavalry  of  the  asutic  domiiuons  of  Tvaaiy. 
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tfteemed,  fliould  furnifh  a  reafon  for  a  itvolt^  and  plunge  the  city  faito  the  fame  17 j(, 
diforder,  as  it  had  been  expofed  to  four  months  before.     They  contented  them- 
feives  with  killing  about  two  hundred  in  the  flight,  and  taking  fixty  prifoners.     As 
foon  as  thefe  laft  had  made  confeflion  of  their  accomplices,  they  were  (trangled,  and 
their  bodies  thrown  into  the  fea. 

The  coflfce-houfcs  and  taverns  were  immedfiatcly  ordered  to  be  (hut ;  and  the 
GRESKS  who  fell  wine  had  their  veffek  ftaved,  that  no  fuel  might  be  afforded  to 
hear  the  brains  of  a  defperate  mob.  A  conftant  patrole  was  kept  in  the  ftreets^  and 
the  lead  fufpicion  rendered  the  party  criminal,  infomuch  that  numbers  of  inno- 
cent perfons  fufFered  death.  This  fevere  method  of  curing  fo  dangerous  a  difor- 
der  in  the  body  politic,  had  its  effeft,  and  prevented  the  flames  of  rebellion  from 
fpreading. 

There  were  feveral  parties  of  the  rebels  difperfed  in  difierent  quarters  of  the  city. 
Some  thoufands  were  determined  to  have  joined  the  camp  at  atmeidan  :  had  the 
grand  vizir  therefore  been  in  any  degree  lefs  a<Stive,  it  is  probable  another  rcvo* 
lution  would  have  fucceeded,  with  circumttances  more  bloody  and  fatal  than  the 
former.  It  was  im^ncd  that  fatima,  daughter  of  achmed  the  ill,  and  widow 
of  the  late  grand  vizir  Ibrahim  basha,  who  was  ftrangled,  had  corrupted  the 
Janiflaries,  in  hopes  of  revenging  the  death  of  her  huiband.  Whether  this  lady 
was  guilty  or  not,  is  a  queftion  which  has  remained  unrefolved.  In  order  to  qualh 
this  fpirit  of  fedition  as  much  as  poflible,  a  confiderable  number  of  Bosnians, 
ALBANiANS#and  LATs',  Were  baniflied  out  of  the  city.  The  grand  vizir  alfo 
omitted  no  means  of  humbling  the  rebels.  All  thofe  who  were  ftrangled  or  be- 
headed,  were  thrown  into  the  fea ;  and  floating  about  with  the  waves  as  fpedtacles 
of  terror,  became  a  prey  to  birds  and  fifti,  infomuch  that  people  of  any  delicacy, 
would  not  cat  fifli  for  fome  time. 

It  was  reckoned,  that  in  thefe  different  rebellions  more  than  ten  thoufand  men 
periQied  by  the  fword  or  the  bow-ftring.  Above  thirty  thoufand  were  driven  out 
of  CONSTANTINOPLE  J  and  the  Janifllaries  were  quartered  in  diflTerent  parts  to  pre- 
vent their  cabals.  Thofe  of  a  feditious  fpirit  beine  thus  obliged  to  leave  the  city, 
the  public  tranquillity  was  at  length  in  a  great  meaiure  refl:ored.  The  Turks  how- 
ever fuffered  very  great  inconveniencies  from  thefe  diforders,  not  only  by  unhinging 
their  government,  and  giving  occalion  to  a  continual  change  of  .minifters;.  but  alfo 
by  the  diflipation  of  their  tr^ure»  which  rendered  them  lefs  capable  of  fupporting 
a  war  againft  the  Persians. 

*  Thefe  are  a  people  who  inhabit  the  coaft  o^  the  black  sba,  who  are  robbers  and  onrderera  by 
profeffion. 
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CHAP.     ni. 

AcHMED,  BASHA  (j/*BAOi>AT,  Migdiistts  a  peace  with  the  Persians  r«  January 
1732.  TitHMAS  KOULi  iCHAN  augments  bis  army  in  khorasan.  He  difapproves 
of  the  peace  with  the  turks,  and  erUers  into  intrigues  with  bis  officers.     He  makes 

^  bis  fon governor  cf  KHOKASAH  I  arrives  ai  isfahak  im  august  1732,  and  en- 
deavours  to  vindicate  bis  conduff  to  the  shah. 

1731.TXURING  thefc  irtteftinc  commotions  in  Constantinople,  achmed,  basha 
1  3  of  bagdat,  received  full  orders  to  ticat  with  the  Persians  for  a  peace,  from, 
an  apprehenfion  that  a  defeat  <^  any  of  their  armies  in  asi  a  would  unavoidably^ 
bring  on  further  revolutions*     The  lofs  which  TiCHM^As  shah  lately  fuftained,  in  a. 
great  meafure  facilitated  this  undertaking.     This  prince  had  alfo  many  private  rea- 
fons,  with  regard  to  his  interior  government,  which  rendered  peace  as  defirable  to 
him  as  it  was  to  the  Turks.    Achmed  basha  was  too  able  a  minifter,.  to  be  igno- 
rant of  any  material  circumftance  relating  to  Persia,  the  intcrcft  and  power  of 
which  he  perfcftly  underftood  •,  and  particularly,  that  the  return  of  TiEHMAS  kouli 
KHAN  might  render  the  fucccfs  of  another  campaign  very  diflfercnt  from  the  laft*. 
The  GRAND  siGNioR  had  trufted  him  without  refervc,  to  make  the  bcft  terms  he 
tovild.     He  therefore  fent  to  the  pexsian  king  to  acquaint  him,  that  notwithftand- 
iftg  the  great  fucc;efs  of  the  ottoman  arms,  his  mafter  the  gr^akd  signior  was 
ready  to  eftaUifh  a  firm  and  lading  friendfliip  with  him.. 

Thr  shah,  who  was  at  casbin,  received  the  news  with  the  more  fatisfadUon,  as 
he  was  under  fbine  apprehenfions,  that  if  the  turils  had  refolvcd  to  march  to  Isfa- 
han, that  city  muft  have  fallen  a  prey  to  them  \  for  there  was  no  army  between 
hamada^  and  his  metropolis,  which  could  make  head  againft  them.  The  alarm 
in  that  city  was  fo  great,  that  when  a  detachment  of  the.  Persian  troops  arrived 
there  to  maintain  tranquillity  and  order,  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  were  preparing 
for  flight. 

Achmed  basha  being  apprehenfive  that  bis  court  might  rife  in  her  demands,  in 
•  confequence  of  the  lale  viftory,  was  defirous  to  bring  about  an  accommodation  with 
the  PERSIANS  as  'feon  as  pofliblc.  Experience,  and  the  light  of  his  own  genius  had 
inftrufted  him,  that  a  war  with  Persia  could  hardly  be  attended  with  any  good 
confequences  to  his  country  ;  and  that  it  muft  certainly  hurt  his  own  pserticular  in- 
tcreft ;  bagdat,  the  capita!  of  his  province,  having  long  been  an  objeft  <Mi  which, 
the  PERSIAN  kings' had  caft  their  eyes  with  earneft  wifhes. 

1732.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  year,  the  plenipotentiaries  on  the  part  of  the  Per- 
sians arrived  at  the  Turkish  camp  near  ham  ad  an.  The  conferences  being  opened 
the  16th  of  JANUARY  following,  the  preliminary  articles  were  figned.  The  river 
ARAS  was  appointed  as  the  boundary  of  the  Persian  dominions ;  io  that  the  shah 
yielded  his  right  to  Armenia,  erivan,  and  Georgia.  The  turks  thus  remained  , 
pofTefledof  a  country  near  two  hundred  leagues  in  extent,  which  formerly  bdonged 
to  PERSIA,    It  was  however  ftipulated,  that  their  joint  forces  Ihould  be  united  in 

cale 
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cafe  of  need,  to  compel  the  russiaks  to  evacuate  ghtlak,  shirvak,  and  der*  17  ja. 
9iEND»  with  the  reft  of  the  weftern  coaft  of  the  Caspian  Tea. 

During  thefe  tranfadkions,  tahmas  roul)  khXn,  being  poffeflcd  of  the  royal 
authority  to  raife  money,  already  eftablifhed  a  kind  of  independency.  For  the  fup- 
port  of  this  illegal  power  he  engaged  in  his  fervice  a  conitderable  number  of  ab- 
DOLL££s,  AFGHANS,  ousBEGS,  and  I'uRKUMANS.  If  we  may  judge  from  confe- 
quences,  and  the  general  tenor  of  his  condu&,  he  forefaw  from  the  beginning,  that 
the  only  method  by  which  he  could  awe  the  Persians,  and  arrive  at  the  objeA  in 
view,  would  be  to  form  a  large  army,  compofed  chiefly  of  tartaris.  For  thefe 
not  having  any  prejudices  concerning  the  hereditary  right  of  princes,  were  moft 
likely  to  t^  at  his  devotion,  fo  long  as  he  paid  them  well,  which  the  power  he  was 
invefted  with,  enaUed  him  to  do.  He  employed  his  time  in  khoRasan  in  putting 
MESCHED  in  a  fituation  of  defence,  and  took  other  meafures  to  prevent  the  incur- 
iibns  of  the  tartars. 

As  foon  as  he  heard  that  the  ski  ah  had  loft  two  battles  againft  the  turics,  and 
was  entering  into  pacific  meafures  with  them,  he  wrote  immediately  to  his  majefty 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  defiring  that  he  would  perflft,  in  demanding  the  reftitution  of 
^1  the  conquered  provinces ;  adding^  that  he.  fliould  join  him  ibon  with  an  aritiy 
of  victorious  troops,  before  whom  the  turks  would  fly,  as  the  afghAns  had  lately . 
done :  that  in  the  mean  while,  he  need  only  keep  on  the  defenfive. 

The  shah,  who  in  a  great  mea&re  inherited  the  peaceable  difpofltion  of  his  fa^^ 
ther,  found  more  joy  in  repofe  than  in  conqueft^  It  is  probable,  however,  that  he 
was  aduated  by  motives  of  policy  ;  for  having  now  no  enemy  to  contend  with,  his 
numerous  ftahding  army  would  become  unnecefllary ;  and  he  might  have  a  fair  op* 
portunity  of  reducing  the  enormous  power  of  his  general,  by  either  totally  difband*- 
ing  his  forces,  or  r^ucing  them  to  a  fmall  number.  .  To  this  might  be  added^ 
that  PERSIA  having  groaned  feveral  years  under  the  fervitude  of  the  Afghans,  the 
people  were  very  much  impoverilhed,  and  rcquiied  fome  relpite  to  cultivate  the 
tarth,  and  rebuild  their  ruined  houfes. 

After  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  shah  Ti£HMAs  marched  with  his  forces  ^n1 
CASBiN  to  ISFAHAN  ;  whcrc  he  ratified  the  treaty,  difbanded  fome  of  his  troops,  « 
aod  fent  others  into  their  refpeftive  quarters.  He  then  wrote  to  his  general  tah- 
MAS  KOULi  khan,  acquainting  him,  that  he  had  thought  proper  to  put  an  end  to 
a  war  S6  chargeable  to  his  people  \  and  as  he  had  no  enemies  foreign  or  domeftic, 
that  difturbed  the  repofe  of  the  ftate,  he  ordered  him  to  difband  the  army  under  his 
command,  and  to  repair  to  isfahan,  to  conlult  with  him  concerning  the  domeftic 
oecbnomy  of  the  government^  and  the  welfare  of  his  people. 

These  pacific  meafures  were  by  no  nieans  confiftent  with  the  ambitious  projeds 
of  the  PERSIAN  general.  He,  who  in  a  lower  rank  of  life  had  been  accuftomed  to 
follow  the  diftates  of  his  own  pafllons,  unreftrained  by  any  law  hiiman  or  divine, 
could  hardly  be  expeAed  to  (hew  a  paffive  conduft  at  the  head  of  a  viftorious  army, 
bdrely  devoted  to  bis  fervice.    He  had  already  acquainted  his  chief  officers  of  the 

.  Q^q  a  king's 
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i732.kin(fs  ill  fbittme  againft  the  turks^  tnd  the  peace  which  had  been  made  in  confe- 
quenceofit.  He  reprefented  this  condu6t  as  inglorious,  impolitic,  and  pufilani- 
mous  ;  and  as  that  which  would  draw  on  the  mistbrtunes  of  the  preceding  reign, 
and  plunge  the  empire  into  the  fame  diftrefs  as  it  had  been  in  under  the  Afghans. 
He  further  made  them  fenfible,  how  much  fuperior  their  valor  and  knowledge  in 
the  art  of  war,  was  to  that  of  the  turks  ;  but  that  pacific  meafores,  after  thus 
roudng  themfclves  to  a  martial  fpirit,  were  the  fure  way  to  enervate  their  minds* 
and  dirqualily  them  for  the  duties  of  a  foldier  -,  and  confequently  prepare  them  to 
become  Oaves  again.  That  the  turks,  in  the  mean  while,  being  fufiered  to  pof- 
fefs  fo  fine  and  extenfive  a  traft  of  country,  would  increafe  in  power,  and  Persia 
would  be  expofcd  to  tlie  greater  ruin  hereafter.  Moreover,  that  fuch  meafures 
mull  certainly  have  a  more  dired  aim  at  himfelf  and  them,  whole  military  virtues 
rendered  them  objeds  of  jealoufy  at  court ;  and  the  experience  of  hussein's  reign 
had  proved  it  to  be  dangerous  tor  Persians  to  diftinguiih  themlelves  in  the  iervice 
of  their  country. 

Discourses  like  thefe  carried  with  them  the  appearance  of  honor  and  integrity ; 
and  miny  who  meant  well  to  the  royal  family,  had  their  loyalty  (haken  under  the 
fpecious  pretence  of  the  public  good.  But  not  to  throw  all  the  odium  on  the  king, 
NADIR  artfully  infinuated  to  thefe,  that  the  niiniilers,  whom  their  fovereign  had  env 
ployed  to  negotiate  this  peace,  had  been  falfe  to  cheir  truft ;  or  persia,  fupported 
by  their  vidorious  arms,  would  certainly  have  obtained  terms  lels  diflionorable. 
As  to  the  common  foldiers,  what  ofiended  them  moft,  was  the  confideration  that  no 
particular  gratuity  was  promifed  them  on  their  difmilfion,  after  their  great  and  fig- 
nal  fervices. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  a  man  of  lefs  art  and  refolution  than  nadir,  might 
have  tainted  their  minds  with  rebellious  fentiments ;  however,  it  was  neceliary  to 
condud  his  defigns  to  an  ilTue  with  ^reat  circumfpedion,  fince  there  could  not  be 
wanting  numbers  in  his  army,  who  were  much  more  inclined  to  difplace  their  ge- 
neral, than  their  king.  Things  were  not  yet  arrived  to  maturity,  nor  could  any 
certain  judgment  be  formed  of  the  (late  of  affairs  at  fo  great  a  diftance.  The  court 
was  diffident  of  the  general,  and  the  general  jealous  of  the  court,  fo  that  neither 
knew  exadly  what  the  other  intended. 

-   • 

*  Nadir  was  not  at  a  lofs  to  find  pretences,  for  delaying  his  return  to  court,  and 
fome  time  was  neceflary  to  plan  his  feheme  for  the  increafe  of  his  power.  It  is  hard 
to  fay,  if  the  ftrong  impulfe  of  lelf-prefervation  had  not  almoft  as  great  a  fliare  as 
ambition.  The  eafy  credulous  nature  of  TiSHMAS  might  have  forgiven  all  that  was 
pad,  with  regard  to  the  infolence  of  his  general,  in  demanding  fo  extraordinary  a 
power  as  that  of  raifing  money,  and  his  imperious  condud  in  the  ule  of  it.  But  fe-^ 
veral  of  the  great  men  about  the  king*s  perfon,  fome  from  a  knowledge  of  nadir's 
boundlefs  ambition,  and  others  from  private  refentmcnt,  were  fo  defirous  of  feeing 
him  humbled,  that  they  could  not  keep  their  own  council.  They  difcovered  their 
opinion  and  defigns  to  thole,  who  were  lecretly  in  the  intereft  of  the  graeral.  Of 
all  thefe  intrigues  and  private  commotions,  the  general  was  made  acquainted  ;  alfa 
of  the  condu£b  of  fome,  who  Ijpoke  difrefpedfuUy  of  the  king  himfel£  Hjc  was 
therefore  the  better  qualified  how  to  a£t  his  part,  when  he  fiiould  return  to  court. 

He 
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He  had  employed  the  end  of  the  kft  year,  and  the  beginning  of  this,  chiefly  in  1732. 
levying  men,  and  diftiplining  his  arrny^  which  now  amounted  to  near  feventy  ihou- 
land  men,  the  greatcft  pare  of  them  tartars.  The  particular  regard  he  had  for 
the. province  of  khor  asan,  engaged  his  attention  in  every  inftance  that  could  pro- 
mote the  welfare  and  fecurity  of  it ;  and  as  a  natural  effeft  of  his  power^  as  well  as 
to  ftrengthen  his  intereft  in  that  country,  he  gaVe  the  government  of  the  province  to 
his  fon  RiZA  Kovti.  Tho*  this  Itep  was  prcfumed  to  be  with  the  king*s  approba^ 
tion,  yet  as  the  province  of  khorasan  had  generally  been  given  to  one  of  the  royal 
blood,  his  condudl  in  this  inftance  feemed  to  demonilratc  a  dcfpotic  authority. 

Having  made  this  difpofition,  he  fet  out  about  the  month  of  june,  making  flow 
marches  towards  Isfahan,  where  he  arrived  in  august.  The  people,  as  well  a« 
the  king,  and  his  court,  feemed  to  dread  his  approach..  All  perfons  of  difcernmenc 
law  that  he  could  mount  no  higher,  without  feizing  the  diadem.  The  king  himr 
fclf  hardly  dared  to  name  any  perfons  to  fill  up  the  firft  employments  of.  the  empire^ 
without  the  confent  of  his  general.  TjKhmas  Kouti  khan  ever  took  occaiion  to 
rcprefent  the  neceflity  of  fupporting  a  great  army  ;  and  that  the  national  revenues 
ought  to  be  appropriated  to  that  purpofe,  prior  to  any  of  thoft  large  falarics,  which*, 
he  pretended  were  unncceflarily  annexed  to  the  great  offices  of  the  crown.  Indeed 
he  was  the  fpirit  that  animated  the  whole  army  ;  he  entered  fo  intirely  into  the  bu- 
finefe  of  it,  that  hardly  the  meaneft  common  foldier  committed  any  offence,  de- 
ferred, or  died,  but  he  was  immediately  acquainted  ;  and  the  great  ftrength  of  his 
memory -enabled  him  to  a£t  in  every  circumuance  of  the  military  oeconomy. . 

Tjehmas  kouli  khan  was  now  to  (hew  a  mafter-piece  of  policy.     Direfted  by^ 
thofe  prmciples  which  had  beeri  inftrumental*  to  his  advancement  to  his  prefent 
height  of# power,  he  was  to.  make  the  shah  fubfcribe  to  his  own  ruin.     As  foon  as 
he  arrived  near  isf:ahan,  and  encamped  his  army,. he  waited  on  the  king  to  in- 
form him  in  what  manner  he  had  been  employed,,  and  how  much  he  had  his  ma-. 
jefty*s  intereft' at  heart.     He  reprefented  at  the  fame  time,  that  his  majefty  had 
been  very  ill  adviled  with  regard  to  the  peace  he  had  lately  concluded  with  the- 
TURKS,  fince  he  was  morally  certain,  that  the  army  under  his  command,  if  they^ 
might  be  permitted,  would  foon  drive  the  turks  to  their. antient  confines,  and 
make  the  grand  signior  tremble  in  his  capital  -,  confequently  thofe  minifters,  who  • 
had  advifed  his  majefty  to  this  ftep,  were  certainly  no  friends  to  their  country,  and  - 
could  not  have  the  glory  of  their  Ibvereign  at  heart.     He  then  added,  that  he  had  a 
too  much  reafonto  believe,  fuch  men  were  his  own  enemies  alfo,-  being  informed. 
that  fome  of  them  had  gone  fo  far,  as  to  advife  his  majefty  to  imbrue  his  hands  ia 
die  blood  of  the  man,  whom  he  had  been  pleafed  fo  highly  to  honor,  whofe  fcrvices 
he  had  {o  often  acknowledged,  and  whofe  only  happinefs  it  was  to  devote  his  life  to . 
his  fervice. 

The  shah,  who  had  for  (bme  time  diftembled  his  refentment,  was  now  inclined 
to  believe  that  his  general  had  been  mifreprefented  to  him,  and  denied  that  any. 
perfon  had  recommended  to  him  to  deprive  his  general  of  life.     Tmhuas  kouli 
khan,  who  watched  every  motion  of  his  heart,  found  it  a  proper  ieafon  to  regain 
his  matter's  good  opiAioB,  and  in  very  tender  paffionatc  terms  reprcfentcd  to  him, 

how 
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t73^.how  much  his  majefty  was  a  prey  to  evil  counfellors.  That  as  the  treacherous 
courtiers  of  his  fatlier^  by  their  intrigues  would  have  cut  off  lutf  ali  khak,  at 
the  very  time  that  the  army  under  his  command  might  have  faved  the  empire  ;  fo 
they  were  now  playing  off  the  fame  diabolical  engines  to  ruin  his  majefty.  He^hen 
produced  the  letters  already  mentioned,  which  he  had  received  from  fcveral  pcr- 
fons  at  court,  whilft  he  was  in  khorasan  ;  and  begged  his  majefly  would  be 
pleafed  to  read  them,  and  judge  fit>m  thence  of  the  fidelity  of  his  minifters.  After 
this,  afluring  the  king  of  his  own  readinefe  to  devote  his  life  to  his  fervice^  he  re- 
'  tired. 

TiEHMAS  SHAH  having  read  the  letters,  of  which  it  is  probable  fbme  were  real^ 
was  aftonifhed  to  fee  the  perfidy  of  feveral  of  thofe  in  whom  he  had  placed  a  confi- 
dence. But  as  this  treafonabte  correfpondence  feemed  rather  to  argue  a  contempt 
of  his  perfon,  than  a  defign  againft  his  life  or  crown  \  the  gentleneis  of  his  mind 
naturally  difpofed  him  to  forgivenefs,  at  4eaft  to  diilemble  his  ref(mtment  for  the 
^prefent. 

CHAP.      17. 
JCouLi  KHAN  feizes  <kan  tahmas.     The  infanl  abas  ele£ltd  Ttiug.    Surigues  <f 

KOVLI  KHAN.      T^HMAS  SHAH  refHWCd  tO  SBBSAWAR,      Tbc  tWO  f OHS  rf  KOVLX 

KHAN  nominated  to  the  principal  governments.  His  mamfejio  difclaimng  the  feaa 
with  the  TURKS.  Topal  osman  basha  appointed  ssraskier  of  the  Turkish 
iinxry.    Kouli  khan  marches  to  bagdat. 

TH  E  diftradions  of  the  preceding  years  ieemed  to  have  baaifhed  ^1  fentiments 
of  virtue  from  the  hearts  of  the  Persians;  infbmuch,  that  the  unfortunate 
.shah  TiCHMAS  had  really  no  friends,  or  none  who  were  men  of  abilities.  The  only 
^perfons  who  had  been  about  him  fince  his  reftoration,  remarkable  for  their  honor 
and  capacity,  were  myrza  daudam,  a  Georgian  prince,  who  had  been  married 
to  one  of  his  fillers  in  his  father's  time ;  4ind  seffie  kouli  khan.  The  firft  of 
thefe  was  killed  in  the  late  a&ion  at  xrivan,  and  the  latter  being  taken  prifoneT) 
fell  a  facrifice  to  the  refentment  of  the  n*uR ks,  as  already  related.  It  is  probable^ 
that  the  general  aimed  at  the  deftru&ion  of  thofe,  whom  he  apprehended  would  be 
the  greacefi:  bar  to  his  ambition.  Whether  he  meant  to  procure  xheu-  removal,  or 
only  to  gain  the  confidenc:e  of  his  mafter,  that  he  might  the  more  eafily  get  him 
into  his  poflelfion,  is  not  material ;  this  conclufion  we  may  draw  from  the  shah's 
paflTive  condufi;,  that  it  probably  encouraged  kouli  khan  to  proceed  farther  than 
lie  at  firft  intended. 

It  is  certain,  however,  when  he  difcovered  &at  the  letters  produced  ao  eflSed 
^ith  regard  to  the  perfons  whom  he  defired  to  deftroy,  he  naturally  concluded  that 
he  was  himfelf  marked  out  for  deftruftion  \  for  he  could  not  be  ignorant  in  what 
•degree  his  condufl  had  rendered  ham  obnoxious.  He  acquainted  the  chie&  of  his 
army  with  his  apprehenfions»  and  poflefledthem  with  an  opinion,  that  their  intereft 

and 
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anid  fafety  were  inieparably  confteded  with  his  own.  The  fcntiments  which  they  1732. 
had  previoufly  entertained  of  the  king  and  his  court,  together  with  the  late  peace 
concluded  with  the  turks,  confirmed  them  in  an  opinion,  that  the  king  had  re- 
folved  to  diiband  the  army,  and  to  call  the  general  and  his  adherents  to  a  ievere 
account.  Ti£HMAS  kouli  khan  artfully  infinuated,  that  there  was  an  expedient 
by  which  they  could  not  only  preferve  themfelves,  but  alfo  favc  their  country  from  . 
the  confequences  of  this  ruinous  peace. 

He  then  communicated  the  projedl  he  had  formed,  of  depofing  TiEHMAS,  and 
putting  that  prince's  fi>n,  abas  myaza,  an  infant  of  fix  months,  in  his  place  ;  and 
fince  there  was^  no  other  method,  he  would,  with  their  approbation,  enter  imme- 
diately on  this  important  bufinefs,  the  condud  of  which  they  might  leave  to  him. 
The  matter  being  thus  agreed,  under  an  engagement  of  die  moft  inviolable  fecrefy  ; 
the  next  ftep  was  how  to  prevail  on  the  shah  to  leave  the  city,  and  afford  him  a 
fair  opportunity  of  fecuring  his  pcrfon* 

Whatever  defigns  the  shah  might  have,  he  diflembled  them  for  the  prefent, 
without  ieeming  to  be  fufpicious  *,  and  tho*  he  had  deftroyed  the  treafonable  letters^ 
yet  they  made  fuch  an  impceflion  on  him,  that  he  thought  the  general  at  lead  as 
fiuthful  as  his- other  courtiers  '^  and  therefore  made  no  fcruple  to  accept  an  invita- 
tion to  fee  his  army  in  review.     The.  evolutions  and  appearance  of  his  foldiers  gave  ' 
him  great  .(atisfadion,  and  might  have  afforded  him  a  fair  opportunity  of  removing  > 
the  general.     The  fight  of  their  prince  naturally  drew  the  attention  of  the  fubal- 
terns  and  common  Ibldiers.     As  he  rode  through  the  ranks,  many  of  them  declared  - 
a)oud,  "  That  if  he  had  any  particular  command  they  were  ready  to  execute  it." 
The  boldefi:  traitor,  whilft  a  plot  is  ripening  for  execution,  muft  feel  fome  tremors,* 
when  there  is  any  ground  to  think  his  treafon  is  difcovered.     The  general,  in  whofe 
hearing  tHis  declaration  was  made,  was  at  firfi:  furprifed ;  but  recovering  himfelf,  he 
defired  the  shah  to  tell  them,  *^  That  as  the  command  of  the  army  was  given  to 
••  him,  the  pfoof  of  tbdr  obedience  to  their  fovere^n,  was  to  o|>ey  their  general." 

After  the  review  was  over,  the  k.han  invited  the  shah  to  a  repaft.  This  crafty » 
ArsHAR,  as  if  he  had  leanit  from  that  mailer  of  treachery  mir  vais,  how  to  carry 
his  tieaion  into  execution  %  though  his  purpofe  was  not  bloody  ;  had  prepared  this 
Ihare  to  enungle  his  ibiKereign.  Whether  ratigue  or  the  infufion  of  a  drug  helped 
to  overpower  the  kiog  •,  a  fniall  quantity  of  wine  intoxicated  him.  Under  thde  . 
circumftaoces,  this  unhappy  prince  was  an  objeft  of  «he  derifion  of  the  general's  crea- 
tures ;  and  in  this  conditioD  he  ordered  him  to  be  removed  to  an  apartment  in  the 
gardens  of  hazarjerib,  theie  to  be  kept  under  a  (bong  guard.  The  king's  at- 
teodams,  who  infiAed  «fi  the  right  of  takieg  charge  qf  bis  majefty's  peffon»  noere 
feized  by  the  guards,  aod  put  tinder  confinenient* 

T«MMA8  Kovxi  icuAir  h$ffnxkg  coirupced  the  great  offiqers  of  ftate,  as  well  as  his 
Qfwn  generals,  eaUedan.aOoDbly  the  next  day,  which  he  harangued  to  this  tSBs&  : 
^^  AU  the  world  knoews  how  ;naich  I  imve  lihe  ioteffeft  of  iny  country  at  heart,  and 
^  how  prodigal  .1  haivae  ibaai  of  my  life  toMrma  the  w<dfare  of  it.  We  hme  ften, 

'\  by 
•  Sec  page  113.  ^ 
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*732."  by  the  late  reign,  the  fatal  confcqucnces  which  attend  a  weak  and  puHlanimous 
*^  conduit  :  ahd  Ihall  we  be  idle  fpe^ators  of  our  own  ruin  ?  Shah.t/shmas  has 
*•  already  given  us  a  proof  of  his  incapacity  to  govern.  Could  a  prince,  infpired 
*'  with  a  common  refolution,  or  in  any  degree  fcnfible  of  the  intereft  of  his  fubjeds, 
**  have  made  fo  fcandalous  a  peace  with  the  Turks  :  a  people,  who  have  adopted 
*^  it  as  a  principle  of  their  politics,  as  well  as  religion,  to  pillage  and  lay  wafte  this 
**  country  ?  There  is  no  king  but  he,  who  being  worthy  of  a  crown  wears  it  with 
*'  dignity ;  let  us  haflen  to  dethrone  a  prince,  whofe  weaknefs  and  cowardice  will 
•'  foon  plunge  u^  into  thofe  misfortunes,  out  of  which  we  are  but  juft  recovered. 
•♦  We  have  in  his  fon  an  heir  of  the  true  line,  who  under  the  conduA  of  wife  tu- 
•*  tors  will  learn  the  art  of  goverwnent.  In  the  nwan  while  the  kingdom  may  be 
**  ruled  l^  a  regency,  who  have  the  honor  and  intereft  of  their  country  at  heart.** 

This  dilcourfe  met  with  all  the  applaufe  from  thofe  who  were  entirely  his  crea- 
tures, which  his  moft  fanguine  expedlations  could  fuggeft.  He  then  demanded  of 
the  a0embly,  what  (houJd  be  done  further  with  the  king ;  this  queftion  alarmed 
them  a  little,  fearing  a  defign  of  putting  him  to  death,  which  they  would  hardly 
have  been  wicked  enough  to  confent  to.  They  made  anfwer,  that  nothing  more 
was  neceffary  to  be  done  j  however,  upon  maturcr  deliberation,  to  prevent  the  dif- 
orders  which  might  arife  from  his  being  near  Ispahan  ;  it  was  agreed,  that  he 
fhould  be  removed  to  fbme  remote  part  in  the  eaftern  provinces  of  the  empire ;  and 
he  was  accordingly  ient  to  sebsawae  %  under  a  ftrong  convoy  of  ousbegs  and 
AFGHANS  of  the  suNNi  religion. 

The  next  debate  turned  upon  his  fucceflbr.  As  they  fet  out  on  pretended  prin- 
ciples of  equity,  and  the  general  himfelf  had  declared,  he  meant  to  preferve  the 
diadem  to  the  royal  line  in  the  perfon  of  the  young  abas,  it  could  hardly  be  ex- 
pected, even  in  this  corrupt  aflembly,  there  fhould  be  a  fingle  perfon  who  dared 
to  propofe  any  other  than  the  infant  prince.  Some  of  the  moft  abandoned  however, 
declared  there  was  none  fo  proper  as  the  general  himfelf,  as  the  circumftances  of 
the  ftate  required  a  prince  who  was  capable  of  condu6Hng  an  army.  The  khan  re- 
buked them  with  an  air  of  indignation;  alledging,  that  nercditary  rights  of  princes 
were  facred,  fo  long  as  they  took  no  flep  to  injure  the  people  whom  they  govern. 
He  was  indeed  already  poflfeflcd  of  an  unlimited  power,  and  might  have  embraced 
fo  favorable  a  conjuncture  to  grafp  at  the  crown ;  but  he  could  not  be  ignorant, 
.  riiat  fuch  an  attempt  would  be  attended  with  fome  danger.  There  muft  have  been 
great  numbers  in  his  army,  who  were  not  yet  entirely  devoted  to- his  fervicc;  nor 
could  the  reputation  of  his  exploits  have  fb  firmly  eftablilhed  his  charadfcer,  as  to 
countenance  fo  daring  an  attempt.  We  cannot  fay  that  his  ambition  yielded  to  his 
policy  ;  but  that  he  feafoned  both  with  patience,  till  his  army  fhould  be  more  ac- 
ciiftomed  to  his  authority,  and  receeive  more  demonftrative  proofs  of  his  abiliti^. 

The  apprehenfions  of  an  infurreAion  had  induced  the  general  to  caufe  a  fMDcla- 
mation  to  be  made  in  the  city,  that  no  peHbns  fhould  flir  out  of  their  houfes ;  but 
as  foon  as  he  difcovered  that  the  neighbourhood  of  the  army  kq>t  the  people  in  fuf- 
£cient  awe,  and  that  the  unfortunate  t^shmas  bad  no  adherents  who  dared  to  op- 

pofe 
*  A  city  in  khoraiav. 
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pofe  his  pkafure,  he  revoked  thofe  orders,  and  bufmefs  went  on  as  ulual.  Prepara-  1732. 
tions  were  now  made  for  the  inauguration  of  the  young  prince  abas.  T^ehmas 
KOULi  KHAN  entered  Isfahan  with  great  pomp,  and  going  diredly  to  the  palace, 
caufcd  public  notice  to  be  given,  that  the  khans  and  great  officers  of  the  crown 
had  declared  shah  x^hmas  incapable  of  holding  the  reins  of  government;  and 
therefore  they  had  chofen  his  fon  abas»    the  third  of  that  name,    emperor  of 

PERSIA. 

The  young  infant  was  accordingly  brought  out  in  his  cradle,  and  the  diadem 
fixed  to  the  right  fide  of  his  head,  as  a.  mark  of  his  fovcreignty.  The  genera]  him- 
felf  firil  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  on  the  khoran,  and  proftrated  himfelf  in  homage 
to  the  new  king;  aU  the  other  great  officers  followed  his  example. 

KouLi  khan  and  his  creatures  now  gave  the  law,  not  fo  much  in  form  of  a  re- 
gency, as  in  coniequence  of  their  offices.  He  had  acquired  the  afcendency,  and 
was  in  fad  the  fovereign.  Orders  were  fent  to  all  the  provinces,  to  notify  the  ac- 
cefEon  of  abas  III.  to  the  throne;  and  fuch  officers  were  appointed  for  the  refpec- 
tivc  governments,  as  fuited  the  pleafure  and  interefl  of  the  general.  He  then  cele- 
brated bis  nuptials  with  the  aunt  of  the  dethroned  shah.  His  elded  Ton,  riza 
KOULI,  we  have  obferved,  was  appointed  governor  of  khorasan;  and  his  fecond 
fon  nezr  ali,  was  now  made  governor  of  herat.  His  elder  brother  ibrahim, 
one  of  the  followers  of  his  foitunes,  was  made  a  khan,  and  the  government  of 
TAVRis  was  affigned  him.  Kherman  was  conferred  on  his  next  brother.  Befides 
thefe,  many  other  difpofitions  of  the  like  nature  were  made,  and  the  feveral  offices 
of  moft  importance  were  given  to  perfons  devoted  to  his  intereft.  He  then  confult- 
cd  for  the  further  advancement  of  nis  own  fortune,  and  the  gratification  of  his  paf- 
fion  for  military  glory.    All  thefe  events  pafiied  in  the  month  of  august. 

Thus  did  this  great  wicked  man,  under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  promoting  the 
honor  and  intereft  of  his  country,  prepare  the  way  to  afcend  the  giddy  heights  of 
his  ambition.  He  feemed  already  to  look  down  on  thefe  inftruments  of  his  pride, 
as  wretches  who  were  afliduous  in  forging  their  own  chains. 

•  The  aftivity  of  his  genius  fufFered  not  a  momeut  to  be  loft.  In  order  to  give 
the  greater  fan(5bion  to  his  condudt,  upon  the  principles  of  national  love,  he  pub- 
lilhed  a  manifefto,  difclaimingthe  peace  which  had  been  lately  made  with  the 
TURKS.  It  was  in  a  more  particular  manner  addrefled  to  the  basha  of  bagdat, 
and  ponceived  in  thefe  terms :  **  Be  it  known  to  you,  the  basha  of  bagdat,  that 
**  we  claim  an  indubitable  rightofvifiting  the  tombs  of  the  imams,  ali  oherbbl- 
**  LAI,  mahallade,  mouza,  and  HUSSEIN  *•  We  demand  the  delivery  of  all  the 
**  PERSIANS  who  have  been  taken  prifonersin  the  late  war:  and  as  the  blood  of  our 
"  countrymen  yet  fmokes,  and  calls  upon  their  fovereign  for  vengeance;  there 
f'  ought  to  be  fo  much  ihed  of  the  fubje&s  of  the  grand  signior,  as  thefe  have 
\^  fpilt  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  king  of  Persia.     We  make  thefe  our  lentimentd 

*'  known, 

.  *  Thefe  are  prophets  who  arc  held  ia  vcnencioa  by  the  p^&siAMSy  and  whofc  tombs  are  near 
bacdat. 

Vol.  II.  R  r 
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t}tA«  ^'  koown^  thaeyod  oM^f  nait  accufe  m  of  libediflioMr  of  taicii^  you  by  farpriie:. 
<v  YVe  arc  going  iboa<  a&tbe  bcad^df  our  viftoriom  army  to.  breadirtfae  fiwec  air 
^^  of  the  piAiM'  ef  BA^QATi  dnd  to  take  our  rcpefe  under  the  ibidavr  of  its 

^  wallk-"' 

AcHMto,-  BrAsiTA  of  A^Aod AT,  iflitticdiatcly  accfwamied  die  OTtanAw  court  of  the 
extraordinary  menace  which  had  been  fcnt  him.  The  turks  being  thus  alarmed^ 
tlie  grand  I^izir  and  the  ttutri  were  difgraccd,  as  having  been  the  chief  advifcrs 
in  making  a  peace  wi&h  ti\t  l^R^kAiis,  at  a  rime  when:  the-OTT€EMA:N  armies  were 
vi&oriiMiSk  On  the  CiiHh  of  octobbjl,  the  koric'a  tail,  which  isthefignal  of  war,  was 
hung  out  at  the  fcragUo  at  const  antihoplb;  and  thcrdivati  declavedwor  againfl 
the  vttstAni  with- the:  ordinary  folcmrdties.  Ondcrs  wenc.al£>  feicto  equip  a^  fleet 
of  (hips  on  the  blXck  seA,  to  tranfport  a  large  body  of  Janiflaries  and  Spahis  to 
TftMiBOttbE',  ibgotfaer  with-  all  kind  of  ammimitioa' for  the  fccmity  d  the  Ifrong 
places  in  GE<^ROfA.  The  »ashab  of  natolia  and  bovpt  weiis  ordtttlf-  tO'  fend 
their  quotas  <^  men  vb  the  fuocour  of  mxovat.  At  thefanae  ttme^  ACMikniv  b asha 
put  htmfelf  ih  a.  condttton  of  holding  out  a  long  fkg^ 

^32*  l^  the  beginning  of  maslcii  this  year,  topal-osica-Nv  late  ti^ir,  and  now  BASfirA 
of  TREBisORDBi  wafr  aupoiiitnl  genemliflimo  of  the  OTTOirAW  army,  which confiib- 
ed  of  near  eigh^  theunind  men^  Though*  the  capiiee  of  the  turks  had  midered 
it  neceifai^  to  deprive  him  of  his  effice  of  vi23R,  his  great  vaknr  and  intagrny^ 
joined  to  a  large  experiences  gave  him  the  higheft:  plaiae  ia  the  eAerm  of  hia^  mafter 
the  GRA^a  sraffioft.  Hit  ffveat  fluvehefaad  in  fecoaunending^  tke  laie  parific 
treaty  with  the  pbmmwsv  wocieaced  in  him  a  quicker  refentmencof  their  ^9ola^ 
don  of  that  tfeacy; 

Thi  dRAitb  SYCNiOR  acquainted  the  European  courts  of  the  caufc  of  his  mili- 
tiiry  preparacions,,  iirconfisqoencecf  the  ufurpatioirof  TAaMATKOULi  ajiAiHUAder 
pretence  of  ele^ng  the  iflmnt-km^p  aba».  The  pb]I8ia>ii  gencnL  afieAedl  giear  un* 
« Concern  ar  tlw  inienaces'  and  preparations  of  the  ^urjls^.  for  tbol  he  kassm  they 
could  fend  large  armies  into  the  &kl,  yet  be  fcnipkd  not  to  dadaee^  tktt  die  fbr- 
tUne  of  war  did  not  fo  much  depend  on  numbers,  as  on  the  valor  and  experience  of 
jbtdiers.  He  drought  it  his  intei^  however  to  cukivaie  x  good  undrrflBading 
il^ith  the  Rus^ilAM,  and<  fent  an  emfaaifiidor  ta  acquaint  them  of  die  acceffionpof 
ABAS  the  IIIv  to  the  throne  of  the  Persian  empire.  The  court  of  st.  pvteksrvro 
received  this  embaflador  with  all  the  honor  due  to  miniAers  of  hi&  rank^  and  tho* 
the  depoSng  of  shah  tahmas  was  tn  itielf  a  ciicumftance  ungiate&S  co  chcm,  yet 
the  natural  iotereft  of  Russia  could  not  but  render  it  agreeable,  to^  find  diat  the 
TURKS  were  ^breatenedto  be  humbled  by  the  viOorbus  traDpao£T.:ABBiMs  KQ9t4 
miiANw 

In  the  mean  thm,  the  p^rimam  gnera^  hairiagrc^eded  all  hi9  fomea  firom  the 
eaftern  provinces^  andei^agpd  alfoa^body  of  arjublans^  tbephdnsof  imasadan 
were  appointed  for  a  general  rendezvous.  As  the  fortune  of  kouli  khan,  and  the 
bravery  of  his  men  promifed  fome  remarkable  fuccefs,  the  provinces  fcnt  in  their 
atipefiiie  quoiaa  of  Hoopla  wife  gnat  aiaciky,  iidonviicfa  that'  the  army  was  foon 

increafcd 
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incrcafcd  to  near  dghty  thoufand  fighting  nrien.     Of  the  grandee*  of  thfe  touit  of  lyjj. 
tsFAHANf  feme  through  hope  of  promotion,  and  others  through  fear  of  the  refent- 
ment  of  kouli  khan,  were  induced  to  accompany  him  in  the  war.     This  anfwered 
a  double  purpofe  to  hif^,  as  it  prevented  their  caballing  in  his  abfence ;  -and  by 
means  of  their  influence  in  their  refpc&ive  provinces,  put  him  in  a  better  <:apacir]r  ^ 
of  carrying  on  the  w^r  wi^  vigor^ 

TiCHMAS  ROULi  KHAN,  at  the  head  of  this  formidable  army,  began  his  march 
from  ISFAHAN  in  the  month  of  February,  dire£ling  hiscouHe  towards>.HAMADAN. 
As  foon  as  he  arrived  on  the  plains  near  that  city,  he  made  a  general  review  of  hi« 
forces,  and  encouraged  hts  mei>  by  a^uridg  them,  that  he  did  not  doubc  before 
it  was  long,  he  Ikould  fiac  his  ftandards  on  the  rampafts  ef  cONaTANTiNOPi^E* 

T»E  fifft  operation  of  the  campaign  was  the  fiege  of  ksrmansha-*.     $ha|i 
/  TiCHMAS  had  certeinly  «rced  in  his  politics,  in  yidding  up  this  .place  to  the  turk$, 
fts  its  vicinity  to  Persia  mud  neccil&rily.lHkve  occafioned  £teat  jealoufies  betwcm 
•the  fubje^ks,  as  well  as  the  ^vernmencs^f  both  eomtries.     A  great  .part  of  the 
(Citizens  being  Persians,   TiSrtMfAs  iKauu  rhan  w^  hardly  arrived  there  with^ 
.his  whole  4rmy,  when  ihe  inhabitants  :Qpened  their  agates  to  him.     The  unfortunate 
governor  was  put  co^each,  in  return  fiirthe  Mioknoeon  MtkfIb  s.QUUiK.UAN  tt 
coNST*A4iTii<roi>uE  i  thts  eoosautiDa  was  ptrformed  in  4he  fight  ^  the^^hole  army* 
Several  other  'rif iU&s  had  the  faaie  itte  *.     After  appointing  i^BDt/t  aakx  -KiiaU  as 
.governor,  and  leaving  a  garri^Mi  of  his  own  people  in  this  ciiy^  the  t^BR^iAK  ge- 
neral beg^n  his  march  >^WiaffdsaAiQt0iiT.     This  ma$  the  favourite  ol^j^  he:W  in 
view:  he  knew  that  achmed,  bash  a  of  that  city  and  its  dependencies,  had  mad<s 
the  neceflary  preparations  for  its  defence  \  but  he  flattered  himlelf,  that  by  taking 
the  field  fo  much  earlier  thantthe  tuurs  tfouidtX)lIe£i:  an  army  to  oppoie  him,  he 
ihould  -bring  the  bash  a  *  to  «  fubmiflioQ. 

Tfl£  TURKS  had  iheqxrranstiDnito.iend  !dbtadhaien«s  of  tbfsirrfordes  to  guatd  the 
defilesontfae>PERSiAN/nde,  which  cover  tbe.platnaiow^ds  Cheiroatiersof  jbaqdat. 
Thefe :  botmfrtr  were,  eafily r&ixed  *,  -^  -Ot-mohji^  forces  hftving  neither  jQcill,  coi>- 
^rage,  nor  numbef^  to  ftop  theipoogre^  i^f  iheirBftsuif  army.  Traverfing-the  great 
'ibreft  between -the  citios  u^kjozli  and  HizsiMiTfi^  he  paflbd  tlie  riwrr  syknex,  on 
the  banks  of  .whichrthc  TviRKrsrhad  in  vain  erciifted.ieveFal  batocries.  Then  coming 
into  the  plains  ofv&AdDAXt  .fae^crofled  the.  rirer  ksntoul,  which  ;is.a  bnaoch  of  the 
tiGRTs,  and  after  a  march  o^  twenty  days,  he  arrived  the  lothof  april  undet 
*  Qieo/f  afis  0f  .B  AODiOT« 

*  T&if  is  a  great  city,  which  be  lisls's  snap  includes  in  Irak  aoami  i  bttt  it  is  generally  anderllodSd 
tobeinKouRDESTAN.  ^I  cannot  help  remarking,  how  fond  fome  writers  of  hillorical  acconnts 

ofr^BRsi-A  are  of  ihedding  blood :  if  4Uiy.  number  of  perfons  are  put  to  death,  they  make  whole  cities 
tnaflacred.  Again,  if  an  army  confitls  Of  iifty>  thoufand  men,  they  mention  them  as  an  hundred  thoiw 
ftad  i  biK  this  laA  error  fe«ns  to  artfe  from  the  Di^erDUs  followers  of  the  camp. 
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CHAP.        V. 

'Description  of  bacdat.  ^'l is  city  is  befieged.  The  condu£i  of  kouli  khan.  The 
vigilance  of  achmed  basha.  Stratagem  of  topal  osmak.  The  Persian  artjff 
defeated  with  great  Jlaughter.  Letter  of  achmed  basha  to  the  grand  sicnior. 
Great  rejoicings  at  the  ottoman  court  for  the  viSIory  over  the  Persians.  Topal 
OS  MAN  fends  his  army  into  quarters. 

i'"\%'  TJ  EFOI^E  we  enter  upon  any  circumilance  relating  to  the  fiege  of  bagdat,  it 
^  J3  "^^y  ^^ord  {ovtst  light  to  the  fubjeA,  to  give  a  Ihort  account  of  this  fiamous 
city,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  formerly  flood  the  metropolis*  of  one  of  the 
moil  ancient  and  mod  potent  monarchies  in  the  world.  The  place  is  generally 
called  bacdat  or  bagdad,  though  fome  writers  preferve  the  ancient  name  of  Ba- 
bylon. The  reafon  of  thus  confounding  thefe  two  cities  is,  that  tlie  Tigris  and 
EUPHRATES  fotming  one  common  ftream  before  they  difembogue  into  the  Persian 
gulph,  are  not  unfrequentty  mentioned  as  one  and  the  fanne  river.  It  is  certain 
that  the  preient  bagdat  is  Htuated  on  the  Tigris  \  but  the  ancient  babylon,  ac- 
cording to  all  hiftorians  facred  and  prophane,  was  on  the  Euphrates.  The  ruins 
of  the  latter,  which  geographical  writers  place  about  fifteen  leagues  to  the  feuth  of 
BAGDATt  are  now  fo  much  effaced,  that  there  are  hardly  any  vefliges  of  them  to 
point  out  the  fituation.  In  the  time  of  the  emperor  theodosius  there  was  only  a 
great  park  remaining,  in  which  the  kings  of  Persia  bred  wild  beafb  for  the  amufe- 
ment  of  hunting. 

Bacdat,  formerly  the  feat  of  the  abbassinean  caliphs,  is  the  capital  of  irac- 
arabi.  This  country  is  reckoned  one  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  long  and  eighty 
broad,  though  great  part  of  it  is  very  poorly  inhabited.  It  includes  feveral  diftrids, 
and  is  one  ot  the  moft  important  governments  in  the  ottoman  empire:  The  city 
is  fituated  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  Tigris,  on  the  banks  of  which  it  extends  about 
two  miles.  It  was  built  on  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  seleucia,  near  the  year  of  our 
Savior  760.  The  government  of  the  caliphs  being  extinA,  the  city  was  united 
to  the  kingdom  of  Persia  about  the  year  1250,  but  was  taken  by  amvrath  the 
IVth  in  1638,  and  has  remained  under  the  dominion  of  the  ottoman  empire,  not- 
withflanding  the  repeated  efforts  of  the  Persian  monarchs  to  recover  it. 

The  fortification  is  compofed  of  lofty  thick  walls  of  brick,  covered  with  earth) 
ftrengthened  by  great  towers  in  form  of  baftions  placed  at  certain  difbnces,  and 

proteded 

*  Babylon,  the  featof  the  kings  of  Assyria.  .   *  The  waters  of  this  river,  whiph  is  called 

piDCELiB  by  die  TVRKs  and  Persians,  are  reckoned  extremely  wholefome,  and  not  iefs  agreeable  to 
the  tafte.  This  river  ilTues  witjl  a  great  noife  from  a  cavern  to  the  north  of  the  city  diarbekir.  near 
which  there  is  a  very  good  (lone  bridge  over  it.  Before  it  reaches  this  place  it  takes  in  (everal  other 
rivers,  and  running  to  the  etftward  is  aagmented  by  the  hbini,  PBanciL,  bichbri,  and  others  which 
come  from  the  eaff  i^ftxt  paffing  bacdat  it  receives  a  mat  increafe  from  the  dial  a,  and  meets  the 
EUPHRATES  DOt  far  ffom  DCEN Asi R.  Near  vasit  it  divides  into  many  branches,  and  forms  feveral 
iflands,  called  the  inlands  of  the  Arabian  river.  At  corn  a  it  again  joins  the  Euphrates*  and  dif- 
embogues  itfelf  into  the  Persian  gulph  below  bassoba,  its  whok  covfe  being  computed  fov  haftr 
drcd  jeagnes. 
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protefted  by  a  deep  ditch,  which  can  be  filled  at  any  time  by  the  waters  of  the  ti'  173  j. 
ORIS.  The  citadel  is  on  the  north  fide,  and  commands  the  river.  The  whol^ 
fortification  is  furnifhed  with  near  two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon '.  The  garriibn 
generally  confifts  of  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  men,  and  in  time  of  war  more  than 
twice  that  number,  befidcs  the  ordinary  militia,  which  laft  is  twelve  thoufand  men. 
From  hence  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  under  an  experienced  commander  this  place 
could  hardly  be  taken  by  an  eaftern  army,  any  otherwife  than  by  famine.  Its  happy 
fituation  on  the  Tigris  is  an  advantage  which  enables  it,  upon  the  apprehenfion  of. 
an  enemy,  to  lay  in  a  large  fupply  of  provifions. 

The  fuburb^  being  very  extenfive,  and  raifed  on  both  fides  of  the  tioris,  there 
is  a  communicatbn  by  a  bridge  of  boats,  the  only  one  which  that  riven  will  admit 
of,  as  it  is  broad  and  deep,  and  in  its  ordinary  courfe  very  rapid-.  At.  certain  fca- 
fons  it  fwells  to  a  prodigious  height,  and  overflowing  the  country,  occafions  many 
morafles  on  the  fide  oppofite  to  the  city.  Among  thefe  are  fcveral  towns  and  v\U 
lages,  whole  inhabitants  are  faid  to  be  the  antient  caldeans*  Thefe  people  arc  of 
a  particular  religion,  which  they  pretend  is  that  of  setth..  There  are  alio  a  great: 
number  of  ARABS  in  this  neighbourhood,  who  render  travelling  dangerous.  The 
advantage  of  the  Tigris  is  fo  confiderable  with  regard  to  commerce,  that  altho*  the 
climate  is  exceflive  hot,  and  in  other  refpefts  fep>  from  being  agreeable,  yet  there 
arc  a  great  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  city.  The  greateft  part  of  thefe  are  Per- 
sians, ARMENIANS  and  JEWS.  The  two  lafl:  occupy  near  half  the  city>  and  drive 
a  confiderable  trade  with  b assor  a  ^  and  the  inland  parts.  The  jews  are  the  more 
engaged  to  live  here,  from  a,  reverence  to  the  fepulchre  o£  the  prophet  ezekieLv. 
which  it  is  pretended  is  a  day^s  journey  from  tlie  city^ 

TifiHMAS  Kouti;  KHAN  havihg  found  means  to  corrupt  fdme  of*  the  inhabitants 
of  this  imix>rtant  place,  made  his  advances  with  great  confidence.     However,  he  - 
was  in  want  of  artillery,  and  of  courfe  in  no  capacity  to  make  regular  approaches> . 
had  he  pofiefilcd  the  fkill  of  an  European  general.     His  great  bufinefs  was  to  in- 
veft  the  city,  and  force  the  inhabitants  to  a  fubmiffion  by  famine,  or  fubdue  theni 
by  ftratagem.     Mvrza  khan,  an  officer  of  great  valor  and  experience,  who  had. 
been  an  early  follower  of  the  fortbnes  of  kouli  khan»  was  fent  with  ten  thoufand. 
men  a  league  up  the  Tigris,  and  pafled  the  river  near  the  fuburbs  of  kouch  ka- 
LESSi''.     This  deuchment  executm  their  bufinefs  without  any  confiderable  loft  : 
after  pillaging  the  town,  they  fixed  their  camp  in  that  neighbourhoods     Here 
they  found  apiece  of  cannon  of  a  very  great  fize,  which  the  basha^  notwithftand- 
ing  his  gceat  ciicumlpedion,  had  negle&ed  to  bring  away^  or  vcwkt.  ufelefs«    But 

this.. 

^  Thefe  were  formerly  only  fix  poanders,  but  of  late  fome  of  them  have  been  exchanged. for  heavier.. 
*  They  have  covered  vefliels  called  tbkne8»  in  which  they  bring  the  produce  of  ivpia  and  other  coun- 
tries op  the  TIGRIS.  There  are  alfo  others  caUed  danbils  w^  cvrab«.  *  Signifies  in  arabxc 
Ae  bird  tower.  *  It  is  reported  that  the  waters  of  the  Tigris  foon  after  fwelTed'to  a  great  de- 
gree, and  cat  oflFall  communication  from  the  main  body  oCthe'PftRsiAN  arm^ :  that  .the  tvrks  took 
the  opportunity  to  attack  this  ofEcer,  who  maintained  his  around  very  gallantly ;  but  beiq^  over-powered 
by  numbers  was  obliged  to  retreat  after  a  confideritble  lols.  And  ttiat  this  circumfta«c«9  m  a  great  mea^ 
fore,  contributed  to  the  defeat  of  the  PB  RSI  AN  general  fome.  time  after.  But  what  rujtKgS  thefe  were 
who  defeated  him  is  not  faid,  unlefs  it  was  after  the  battle  of  kbrkovo  ;  and  as  topal  osmak,  aa 

well  as  ACHMBD  BASHA,  ajTC  fil^AC  «Q  thlf  Kc^d^  I  WA  InV^.MXtAA  KilAll  ID  bc .di^^d  Of  AS  ih« . 

reader  pleafes. 

3 
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J 75  J.  this  was  the  only  battering  cannon  in  the  peu^ian  army,  and  was  by^oo  means  fuf- 
ficient  to  make  a  breach,  tho*  it  was  uicd  with  fbnie  fuccefs,  and  helped  to  intimi^ 
date  the  inhabitants. 

Bagdat  was  now  clofely  blocked  up  on  both  fides  the  ticais,  by  an  army  of 
eighty  thoufand  men,  fo  that  neither  troops,  ammunition,  nor  provifions  could  be 
thrown  into  the  town.  The  Turkish  garrifon  within  the  walls  confiftrd  of  about 
twenty  thoufand  men,  befidcs  the  militia.  They  laboured  however  uftdcr  the  great 
inconveniency  of  having  a  number  of  pbrsiak  inhabitants,  feme  of  whom  might 
be  fuppofed  in  the  intereft  of  the  Persian  general-,  fo  that  achmed  had  his 
attention  divided  both  withb  and  without  the  walls.  BUt  in  order  to  prevent 
any  evil  confequences  from  hence,  tho*  the  majority  were  much  more  difpofed  to 
live  under  the  tuRKisti  government  than  the  neRSiAwj  he  caufed  foroo  ef  the 
principal  among  them  to  uke  up  their  lodging  in  the  citadel,  as  hoftages  f^  the 
good  behaviour  of  their  countrymen.  T^hmas  kouli  khan  having  thus  mn* 
ton«d  his  army*  and  blockaded  the  city,  cxpe&od  to  oblige  achmxd  basha  to  # 
furrender  by  famine  ;  nor  could  he  well  have  failed^  if  his  vanity  had  not  got  the 
better  of  his  prudence. 

TopAL  osM AN  BASHA.  though  an  able  and  «cperienced  officer,  and  zealous  in  the 
laft  degree  for  the  glory  of  his  mafter,  and  the  welfare  of  his  country,  would  hard- 
ly have  been  able  to  relieve  bagdat,  and  prevent  its  being  difmerabered  from  the 
OTTOMAN  empire,  had  the  pehsian  general  been  lefs  confident  of  his  fuccefs. 
"When  TOPAL  osman  was  appointed  szRASKiER^of  the  ottoman  army,  his  credit 
at  the  PORTE  was  very  great ;  .yet  the  fuccours  and  reinforcemeocs  of  money,  troops, 
^nd  ammunition,  which  were  promifed  him,  were  fent  only  in  fmall  proportions, 
and  in  a  very  irregular  manner.  Thus  he  was  unavoidably  obliged  to  remain  ieveral 
months  in  a  Itate  of  ina£bion. 

During  this  interval,  T:£hmas  icouli  khan,  ali^dy  anticipatii^  his  triumphs 
in  imagination,  wrote  to  the  basha  of  mosul,  futnmontng  him  to  furrender,  ad- 
ding words  to  this  efie£l*:  ^^  I  am  informed  that  a  certain  .TxjRKfSH^geoeral, 
*^  whole  flow  advances  give  me  no  great  idea  of  his  courage,  has  been  a  long 
^^  time  in  march,  intending-to  oppofe  myconqueft.  JLet  him.*lcnow,  tlatt  H '(idive 
**  he  will  make  more  fj)ccd  \  and,  in  order  to  Ihortcn  hisiwty,  Iwiil  meet  him  ^ith 
'*  part  of  my  forces,  which  are  fufficient  to  make  him  repent  of  his  rafhnefs.  I 
**  will  not  only  rake  his  little  army,  ibut  himfelf  alfb  as  a  child  in. bis  bcchik  ^:** 
TopAL  OSMAN  being  informed  of  this.meliaget  leplied  t  ^^  Tbejoat^AND  sionior 
••'  my  matter  has  armies  as  numerous  as  the  lands  of  the  feas,  and  many  chiefs  to 
**  condudt  his  forces  •,  but  he  has  chofen  my  feeble  arm,  with  only  ^a  fmall  army, 
**  to  confound  thy  pride.  It  is  true,  I  am  lame^  old,  and  (icklv,  but  I  hope  by 
^^  the  alliilance  of  the  Almighty,  that  thou  wilt  meet  the  fate  or  NiamoD  ^" 

In 

•  Gcncrnl  in  chief.  ^  ^  Meffagts  of  defiance  hare  been  long  difufed  amot^e  europeah  gene- 
rals; nor  wouM  I  have  inferted  thcfc,  but  to  give  fome  idea  6f  the  cbarafter  of  tjehmas  koulI 
'KHAN.  ^  Be  CHICK  figni6es  cradle  and  litter;  topal  osman,  on  account  of  bis  iofrrmities, 

being  obliged  to  ufe  the  latter.  ^  Topal,  in  the  Turkish  language  fignifics  lanic,  and  was 

lin  appellation  riven  to  osman,  according  to  the  callom  in  turkey,  in  confequenCt  of  a  wound  he  rc- 
Ceived»  wfaicb^ntnred^im,  the  circuaifbiiices  of  w'nich  i  ball  fctate  herealttr.  *  The  turk» 

havt 
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In  order  to:  facilitate  the  jundlion  of  his  txoopt«.  as  wdL  as  to  advance  nearer  ijgjk* 
BAOJOAT,  TOSAL  QSMAN  decainpedfit)izi.aiA  R  BjBKiii^.aodmarcbed  along  the  banks, 
of  the  TJGRis;  he  paficd  this  river  at  mqsul,  and  contioued  his  march. toiKrards 
cHERCHESRiffsr  Thi&  proviuce  isfubjc^  to  the  orroMAH  empire,  and  had  been 
kid  wafte  by  the  p^rsiabrs^  He  then  directed  his  oourfe  to  kerkoud  %  a  city  forty 
leagues  diftant  from  mosul,  where  the  basha  of  the  province  refides.  He  had 
fevcral  confideiable  branches  of  theriaRis  txxpa&,  hefidei the  rivers  hazir,  J^Ri* 
ami  ALTUN ;  over  ibme  of  theie  )ie  was  obliged,  to  tranfport  his  troops  on  floats, 
which  retarded  his  march: ;  whilft  his  army  waS:  ibnnini^  by  the  feveral.det^hments 
and  fmall  paities  which  joined  him  from  different  pirts.  In. this  fituatioo,  if  Ko.trti 
KHAN  had  put  himfdf  at  the  bead  of  a  body  of  Im  befi  troops,  and  ittr  the  fame 
time  left  a  fufficient  number,  which,  hr  could  have-done^  fx>  top  the  communica- 
tion&to  BAC0AT^  in.alipmbability  he  might  have  rendered  the  utmoil  efibits.  o£ 
the  s£R.ASiU£R,ineffe&ual.  But  his  vanity  betrayed  him  :  daee  with  hia  fuccefles, 
which  hitherto  had  met  with  no  interruption,  be  afiefled  to  treat  the  Turks  as  ene.- . 
mies  not  in  the  leaft  formidable. 

Whilst  the  Turkish- anay.  was  forming,  noun  khak  ere6ied  two  fortsi  about 
two  leagues,  from  baodax,  one  on  eackiide  of  the  TiaRfis^  which  communicated 
bjr  abridg^:of  boats.  He  then  cau&d.a  grtat  number  of  houfes  to  be  built  upon 
tke  banks  of  the  river :  ia  fooae  of  thefe  the  principal  officers  lefidcd,  and  lodgrd 
their  wives  and  bouflioid:  others  wen  occupied  by  part  of  the  foldiery,  or  ufed  by 
futlers  and  aerti&cers,  with  (hops  well  fupplied  The  faaie  abundance  leenud.  ta 
ireign  here,  as  ia  the  richeft  city  in  die  heart  of  fcrsxa. 

It  is  probable;  that  kgrtli  khan  was  aftuatcdby  motives  o£  policy,  in  building 
thefe  houfes ;  for  on  the  one  hand,  this  waft  UkeLy  w  excite  his  troG^  to  the  goeater 
bcavery,  in  order  to  fsve.  their  cESaSts  from  being  plundered,  and  their  wives  and  * 
childien  f^om.  captivity  ^  and,  on  thcodier,  the  tur&ish  garrifoa  might  be  driven 
ta  defpair,  by  feeing  the  enemy  build,  a  city  under  tlidr  walls.     However^  it  is  cer- 
t^io^  by  fuch.  methods,  and.  fa^  his  tlireatr ning  fummons,  the  inhabitants  were  in-  • 
timidated  taa  ^cy  great  deg^.    He  let  them  know,  continually^  thar  they  (houid 
have  quarter  and  good  ufag^  if  they  furrendered;  adding,  that  topal  osman  was 
ablblutdy- unable  tOL  relieve  them^  and,  ifrtbey  ohi^d  him  to  give  an  aflaulr.  He 
WMild  oiahe.  a  general  mafiacre,  or  fell  into  flaFeryr  all  that  O^uld  efc^  the  fwoid. 
Xbeestneme  neceffiiy  under  which  the  inhabitants  laboured,  occafioned  fuch  mur- 
munngs^  that  it  required  all  the  addrefs  o£  their  governor  to  prevent  as  infurrecr 
tion.     The  basha.  was  therefore  obliged  to  puniHi  fome,  and  to  foothe  othen  ^ 
feigning  falfe  exprefles  from  topal  osman,  that  he  was  ifn  full  march,  and  juft  m 
ihe  point  of  relieving  them. 

Thk 

ik4tt  t.fahdoiM  tr«ditiott,  thst  tht  pride  of  VHfiir09>  wke  eqpuUcd  kin/tlF  wkli  <^o^/ wa«  cbaftiftd 
by  a  fingulac  providence^  in  a  fiv  creeping  up  his  noie  to  his  brain,  with  which  he  died  in  cxceffiye  pain; 
and  the  BASHA  here  cxptcttJt%  htm(Hf  with  hnmiliiy,  by  way  of  contrail  tp  the  infolence  ofKouLi 
AHAH.  •  This  place  is  alfo  called  chbra^ouh^  and  is  geaefall)^  eteemed  ihe  capkai  of  k;>u«. 
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i;3  J.  The  people  were  likewife  intimidated  by  the  ftratagems  of  koulv  khan,  whaof* 
ten  during  the  night  fcnt  from  his  camp  detached  pjrties  of  feveral  thoufands,  bpth 
horfe  and  foot,  with  orders  to  make  a  long  round,  and  enter  the  camp  another  way, 
*  with  colours  flying,  as  if  they  were  frefli  reinforcements.  To  infult  the  mifery  of 
the  inhabitants,  as  if  he  knew  their  diftrefs,  he  fent  achmed  basha  a  prefent  of 
io^me  carts  load  of  water-melons,  defning  hinr  to  divert  bis  hunger.  Achmed  rc-^ 
turned  his  compliments,  and  fent  a  handfome  prefent  of  the  beft  bread ;  obferv** 
ing,  that  with  fuch  he  made  (hift  to  gratify  his  own  hunger,  and  that  ot  the  ci- 
tizens. Indeed  the  ba3ha  played  his  part  fo  well,  that  kuuli  khan  was  really  ig- 
norant to  what  an  extremity  the  city  was  reduced.  The  vigilance  and  abilities  of 
the  governor,  had  hitherto  defeated  the  arts  of  the  Persian  general ;  but  matters 
were  at  laft  brought  to  fuch  an  extremity,  after  being  blocked  up  three  months,  that 
no  kind  of  neceflaries  could  have  been  procured  for  four  days  longer ;  confequendy 
the  town  mull  have  inevitably  fallen  into  the  b^nds  of  a  cruel  and  enrage^ 
enemy. 

ToPAL  osman  had  now  increaled  his  army  to  near  eighty  thoufand.  In  his  march 
to  KERKOUD  halving  taken  two  Persian  priibners,  he  ordered  them  to  be  brought 
before  him,  treated  them  civilly,  and  enquired  if  they  were  well  acquainted  with 
the  by-roads  and  private  ways  to  baodat.  Upon  their  anfwering  in  the  affirmative, 
he  told  them,  that  as  upon  that  account  they  were  much  fitter  tor  his  purpofe  than 
any  of  his  own  people,  who  would  certainly  be  taken ;  if  they  would  undertake  fo 
bold  ^  action,  and  deliver  a  letter  into  the  hands  of  achmed  basha,  the  governor 
of  BAODAT,  he  would  give  each  of  them  a  thoufand  iequins  before  they  fet  out; 
and  that  they  might  expert  greater  rewards- if  they  proved  faithful,  as  the  letter  was 
of  the  greateft  confequence.  However  he  demanded  of  them  to  fwear  fidelity  to 
him,  to  which  they  contented.  The  letter  was  to  this  eflr6t :  *'  As  I  have  not  yet 
**  been  joined  by  all  the  troops  I  expeft,  I  am  obliged  to  march  very  flowly,  in 
*'  order  to  give  the  reft  time  to  come  up,  before  I  am  too  near  to  t^rmas  koulf 
^^  khan,  againft  whom  1  am  not  yet  able  to  make  head  -,  therefore  I  defire  you  will 
**  have  ftill  fome  farther  patience  :  keep  yourfelf-clofc  within  your  walls,  and  huf- 
*'  band,  to  the  beft  advantage,  what  provifions  and  necefiaries  arc  yet  left." 

The  two  Persians  were  no  honefter  than  he  expe6bed  :  they  received  the  fequins, 
and  haftened  to  the  camp  of  kouli  khan,  in  hopes  of  a  further  reward  from  their 
own  general.  The  letter  produced  all  the  efieds  the  seraskier  could  defire. 
The  expectations  of  XiCHMAs  kouli  khan  fwelled  to  the  higbeft  degree;  and 
in  the  triumph  of  his  imagination  he  looked  upon  the  seraskier  as  alreacy 
vanquiihed. 

By  the  firft  motions  of  topal  osman*s  army  towards  kerkoud,  it  feemcd  as  if 
he  had  intended  to  go  direftly  to  baodat  ;  but  as  he  muft  have  been  obliged  to 
pafs  thro*  a  barren  defert,  where  the  troops  would  have  fufiered  greariy,  he  returned 
to-the  ALLAN,  where  that  river  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Tigris  :  the  army  then 
marched  by  the  mountain  of  geobar  along  the  TiORiSy  till  they  came  to  dvl  jei- 
L.UCK  %  about  twelve  leagues  from  baodat. 

TiEHMAS 

*  Called  alfo  BVGKuav, 


Chap.V.  NADIR    SHAH.  /tj 

TvBHMAS  Koniff  RHAK  having  advice  of  the  inarch  of  the  Tt7tics»  detached  I7J|« 
thirty  thoufand  borfe,  hoping  by  the  favor  of  the  night,  to  furprize  the  enemy  as 
they  were  pitching  their  tents,  or  decamping.  The  general  of  this  detachment  iiav* 
in^  taken  two  Turkish  prifoncrs,  who  reported  that  topai«  osman  had  an  army 
ofabove  an  hundred  thoufand  men,  acquainted  kouli  khan  of  iiis  information  \ 
and  that  not  being  willing  to  venture  againft  fuch  a  force,  he  waited  his  orders* 
Kouli  khan,  upon  this,  immediately  marched  at  the  hdul  of  his  forces,  which 
were  near  feven^  thouland,  leaving  a  confiderable  body  of  his  men  *  before  bag- 
oat. 

Thb  TURKISH  army  decamped  the  evening  of  the  i8th  of  july,  and  marched 
cowards  kbrkoud,  near  which  the  seraskibr  propo(ed  to  encamp.  About  fun- 
rifing,  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Turkish  army,  commanded  by  boulad  aoh- 
MBD,  BASHA  c£  ADBNE,  oiet  a  detachment  of  the  pbrsians,  and  a  flcirmifli  en* 
fued.  Had  the  sbraskibr  been  di^fed  to  a£b  on  the  defenfive,  the  antient  bed 
of  the  TIGRIS  uTas  before  him,  which  formed  a  deep  foflee  i  but  he  chofe  to  favor 
the  fpirit  of  his  troops  i  and  tho'  it  was  attended  with  ibme  difficulty,  he  pafied  this 
ditch  with  his  army  and  artillery.  Havine;  reached  the  plain,  he  ranged  his  forces 
in  battalia,  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  dividing  them  into  five  different  bodies. 
Himfelf  commanded  the  troops  of  Romania  ^  in  the  center.  Abd  all  ah  ag  a  was 
at  the  head  of  the  right  wing  with  the  Janiilaries.  The  kourds,  and  other  difle- 
rent  troops,  were  under  ibrahim,  late  bash  a  of  conie,  and  formed  the  left  wing. 
Mahommbd  basha  commanded  in  the  rear. 

T/BHM  AS  KOULI  KHAN  had  hardly  time  to  make  a  dilpofition  of  his  fooces  \  and 
.  his  ground  was  full  of  hillocks  of  fand  :  however,  he  divided  his  men  into  ten  dif- 
ferent, columns.  As  he  had  intended  to  make  the  attack,  he  was  a  litde  difcoi- 
certed  in  feeing  the  basha  of  adbnb,  with  the  Turkish  cavalry  that  compoied 
their  vanguard,  advance  upon  him  widi  great  fury  i  yet  his  prefence  of  mind  was 
not  ¥^ndng :  he  animated  his  men,  and  expoied  himfelf  to  danger  in  the  heat  «f 
the  a&ion,  infbmuch  that  he  had  two  horfes  killed  under  him. 

At  length  the  Turkish  cavalry  gave  way,  and  were  puflied  as  far  as  their  in- 
fantry ;  but  thefe  made  fo  good  a  countsnance,  that  the  fury  of  the  Persians  was 
Hopped.  The  Persians  thus  appearing  fuperior,  fome  of  the  Turkish  officers 
counfelled  the  sbraskier  to  make  a  retreat  to  his  camp  *,  to  which  he  declared, 
that  he  would  rather  perifli  than  do  any  thing  that  had  the  appearance  of  flight. 
He  then  ordered  the  troops  of  Romania  in  the  Center,  and  the  Janiflaries  in  the 
right  win^,  to  be  led  up  againft  the  center  of  the  Persian  army,  confifting  of  fif- 
teen thouland  foot,  which  ibon  gave  way. 

The  kourds,  and  other  different  people,  who  compofed  the  left  wing  of  the 
TURKISH  army,  and  whofe  chief  attention  was  to  wait  an  opportunity  of  pillage, 
were  now  induced  to  fall  on  the  right  wing  of  the  Persians  :  thefe  maintained  their 
ground  very  gallantly  for  fome  time,  but  at  length  gave  way.     T^chmas  kouli 

khan 

•  This  body  is  faid  to  have  been  hot  ten  thoafand ;  we  find  they  were  put  to  flight  imoiediately  whea 
the  TvRKs  Tallied  oot.  ^  Thefe  bvropban  Tvaict  are  efieemco  the.braveft. 

Vol.  II.  S  s  * 
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^733.  KHA!?  had  taken  the  precaution  not  only  to  break  op  the  ways  towasds  mmul  •, .  but 
alio  to  lend  a  detachment  ot  three  thoufand  arabs,  fupported  by,  as  many  fer- 
^T ANS,  to  guard  the  paifes  on  that  (ide,  againft  the  basha  of  that  place,  in  caie  he 
fhoulri  attempt  to  affilt  topal  osman.  The  basha  of  mosul  however  advaixred, 
and  having  found  nneans  to  corrupt  the  arabs,  thefe  not  only  abandoned  the  paG^ 
but  treachcroufly  joining  the  turks,  obliged  the  Persians  to  retire  •;  and  then 
advancing  with  him,  tell  upon  the  main  body  of  the  fbrsians  in  flank,  whiift  the 
^  \vho)e  TUKKisH  army  were  already  engaged.  The  Persians  were  unable  to  iapport 
the  fhock.  Their  general  did  all  that  was  poflible  to  rally  them,  but  in  vain.  The 
fflndard- bearer  %  either  through  fear,  or  being  clofely  prefled,  rode  off  the  field  j 
and  a  total  rout  enfucd. 

The  iirene  of  this  adbion  being  a  fandy  plain,  and  the  duration  of  it  not  kfs 
than  eight  hours  ;  the  Persians  were  fatig«ied,  infomuch  that  their  flight  was  ren- 
dered the  more  difficult.  Clouds  of  duft,  with  the  icorching  heat  of  the  weather* 
without  a  poflibility  of  getting  water,  added  to  their  diftic^,  and  expofed  them  to 
the  greater  flaughter.  Their  k>fs  during  the  aAion  and  the  purfuit,  was  not  lefs 
than  thirty  thoufand  men,  of  whoih  only  three  diouiand  were  taken  prilbners*  All 
their  baggage,  camels,  and  harquebuflfes^  of  courfe  became  a  prey«  The  latter  did 
very  little  execution,  in  comparifoa  to  the  Turkish  artillery. 

This  vi<^ry  however  cofl:  the  tvrils  very  dear,  for  they  bft  near  as  many  men 
as  the  PERSIANS.  Topal  osman  afcnfacd  die  glory  of  the  day  to  the  bnwfUi 
ABDALLAH,  the  KiAYA,  and  the  JaniflSiries,  whom  he  led  on  to  a6ti<Hi«  Abdal- 
LAH  being  quite  fpent  with  fatigue,  faioted  in  the  field  ;  the  good  topal  osman 
fupported  him  in  his  arms,  and  when  he  recovered,  afliiied  him  that  the  grand 
siGNiOR  (hould  be  informed  of  his  merit,  and  how  much  the  viftory^  under  God, 
had  been  owing  tio  him,  and  to  the  bravery  of  die  foldters  he  comtnamled.  The 
SERASKiER  then  difpatched  meflfengers  to  dxarbekir,  sagdat,  ami  other  go* 
vemments,  as  well  as  to  const antinople^  with  an  account  of  the  fucceft  of  the 
OTTOMAN  arms. 

In  the  mean  while,  achmsd  basha,  widi  his  garrifon  at  baodat.  Tallied  out, 
and  attacked  the  Persians,  whom  kouli  khan  had  left  in  dieir  entrenchments^ 
They  made  a  gallant  defence,  but  were  at  Iengtht>bliged  to  yield  to  nun^bers.  Here 
the  befieged  found  a  fupply  of  com  and  other  provifions^  lAick  was  in  the  higheft 
degree  welcome  to  them  after  fo  much  diftrefs. 

AcHMED  no  fooner  received  the  joyful  news  of  topal  osma»'«  fignal  viSory, 
than  he  alfo  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  const antinoplx,  to  inform  his  mafler,  the 
grand  sjgnior,  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  that  great  city.  As  this  letter  appears  to  be 

genuine, 

*  Near  mosul  is  a  very  remaiicable  ruin,  ia  which  11  an  arcfa,  that  appetn  tp  fasTc  been  te  fnadt- 
piece  of  a  mat  temple,  which  the  inhabitantt»  who  deal  in  the  flBarvdhMi^  inafiiit  tt>  be  ptit  of  mm- 
vtH,  and  uat  it  wasl^cih  by  minus  Ton  of  balos,  or  bslus.  Moft  writers  agree  that  NiNavan  was 
not  far  from  this  place.  They  (hew  in  this  neighbourhood  the  habitation  of  the  prophet  joiiASy  in  ho- 
nor of  whom  they  have  built  a  little  chapel,  which  they  vifii  with  devotion.  Their  tradition  concerning 
the  pronhet  diiiers  not  much  from  that  of  the  fcriptiwe.  *  Thas  ciwamftanoe  is  not  aentioBed  \^ 

choie  who  are  of  the  turkuh  intereft,  bnt  is  not*  I  btlsaire,  without  fbnndation  f  hrrapfir»  wc  iod  that, 
MADxa  ever  afterwards  reje^ed  their  perfidious  alUaaco.  ^  Stt  Vol.  I.  p.  i68« 
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genuine,  and  mrtn  an  idea  not  only  of  the  circuitiftances  in  which  tht  TukKs  were,  ^733- 
but  likewife  of  the  oriental  manner  of  wridng,  we  may  prefume  it  will  be  #cept- 
able. 

••  May  God  be  ever  praifed  and  blefled  j  for,  by  his  grace^  the  commander  of 
"  the  sultan's  armies,  the  ever  invincible  topal  osmAn  basha,  on  whom  triay 
^^  the  Moft  High  ever  (bed  his  bounties,  and  may  he  find  mercy  before  the  thrpne 
^^  of  God,  at  the  founding  of  the  trumpet,  has  delivered  us  fron\  the  affli£lions  we 
**  have  (uffered,  lince  we  were  befieged  by  the  Persian  armies.  The  diftrefs  of  the 
^^  garrifon  and  inhabitants  c^  this  city  ^was  incredible;  and  is  beyond  defcription. 
*^  We  were  furrounded;  we  were  bfocked  upi  we  were  encompafled  for«the  fpade 
^*  of  a  whole  league.  During  three  long  months,  TiCHMAS  kouli  k^han,  with  his 
^^  troops,  pitchra  his  tents  at  iman  azen,  on  the  fide  of  the  tigais  towards  per^ 
^^  8iA«  about  half  a  )e^;ue  from  the  cky,  where  he  fortified  himfelf  with  ftrong 
^^  lines  and  redoubts ;  and  ufed  all  means  to  frighten  us  to  a  furrender. 

<*  SoMBTiMSS  he  detached  part  of  his  forces,  without  our  being  able  to  perceive 

^*  it ;  and  ordered  them  to  enter  another  quarter  of  Ms  camp,  with  drums  beating 

^^  aiul  colours  Aying,  and  with  the  found  of  trumpets,  as  it  they  were  frefh  forces 

^  coming  from  aH  quarten  to  his  affiftance.     He  buik  forts  on  each  fide  the  ti- 

^*  cms,  well  nfKNinted  with  tf tillery ;  infomucfa  that  all  communication  was  cut  off. 

*<  He  fummoned  us  continually  to  furrender;  ofering  good  terms  if  we  would  ca« 

"  pkulatt,  and  threatening  us  with  the  fword  and  captivity  if  we  delayed  i  thus  en- 

*^  deavouring  to  ttcia  tl^  people  to  mutiny.    Your  flave  took  every  method  to 

^*  keep  up  cheir  fpirits.    I  held  altembKes  of  the  people  of  war.    I  told  them,  from 

**  time  tt>  time,  that  I  had  advice  from  the  invincible  topal  osman  basha,  on 

**  whom  may  the  blefiings  of  God  defirend,  that  he  was  at  fuch  a  place,  and  would 

«*  foon  come  and  pour  upon  the  enemy  the  irrefiftihie  force  of  the  ottoman  arms^ 

'  ^  ever  vidkorious,  and  we  IhoukI  foon  be  delivered. 

*^  On  the  firlt  day  of  the  moon  sever  \  the  vizir  to^al  osmak  b asha  (cnt  me 
••  an  expreft  from  kbrkovd,  by  which  I  received  his  high  commands,  acquainting 
**  me  that  he  was  arrived  at  that  place.  I  immediately  read  his  letter  publickly, 
*^  that  all  the  people  and  inhabitants  might  be  acquainted  with  the  news.  They 
^^  would  hardly  believe  the  letter  to  be  genuine ;  I  was  obliged  to  fbcw  it  to  every 
♦*  one,  that  they  might  with  their  own  eyes  view  the  leal  and  hand  writing  of  the 
*^  great  commander,  and  prevent  their  defpair. 

.**  On  the  fourth  of  ^  sefer  in  the  morning,  tjSlhMas  icouLi  khan  rahged  his 
*•  army  in  battle  array,  and  marched  towards  vudiuM,  leaving  a  large  body  <rf^his 
**  troops  behind  him  to  block  us  up.  As  foon  as  our  garrifon  and  the  inhabitants 
••  of  the  city  were  informed  of  this,  their  anxiety  was  renewed.  Sometimes  they 
**  .were  clamorous  to  have  the  gates  opened*  that  they  might  fally  forth.  Sometimes 
•*  they  were  determined  to  wait  for  further  news.  Every  one,  men  and  women, 
**  young  and  old,  ^continued  without  imermiflTion,  their  hands  clafped,  and.  their 

'  Sfa  **  eyes 

«  The  13th  of  lULY.  *  The  i6tli  of  jocr. 
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1733.  ^'  nyes  turned  to  heaven,  befceching  God  and  his  prophet  ta  grant  fiicoelli  to  our^ 
^^  ai|ps. 

"  Ok  the  ninth  *  of  sefer,  juft  at  break  of  day,  as  we  were  lying  in  the  duft, 
^  ofiering  our  prayers  to  God,  we  perceived  on  the  fide  of  the  defart,  near  the  gate 
^*  KAKANi  CAPSt,  an  officer  with  twenty-five  horfe-men,  with  their  fabres  in  their 
*^  hands.  They  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and  faid,  open  to  us  the  gates,  for  we 
*^  bring  good  tidings  to  achmed  bash  a.  At  firft  your  (lave  believing  them  to  be 
**  fpies,  doubted  10  give  them  entrance.  But  as  the  aga  who  commanded  them 
**  was  known  to  ftveral  people  from  the  walls,  I  caufed  the  gate  to  be  opened.  As. 
**  foon  as  they  entered,  they  began  to  call  aloud,  O  inhabitants  of  bagdat,  forget 
^*  your  forrows  and  rejoice,  for  the  great  and  mighty  commander  topal  osmak 
**  BASH  A,  has  entirely  vanquiflied  the  army  of  the  Persians  ;  he  has  cut  in  pieces 
*^  fixty  thoufand  of  the  enemy*:  TiCHMAS  kouli  khan  is  fled  undiftinguiflicil 
**  simong  thofe  whom  our  fabres  could  not  reach. 

*^  The  officer  then  delivered  to  me  the  letter  which  the  invincible  vizir  had  wrote, 
*V  imparting  to  me  the  news  of  his  vidory.  No  fboner  was  this  fpread  abroad,  than 
^  the  whole  city  feemed  as  people  rifen  nom  the  dead.  They  faid  with  one  com- 
^«  mon  voicet  let  us  fall  upon  the  remains  of  the  Persians  before  they  have  time  to 
**  fly«  The  garriibn  aflembled  with  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  city,  and  your 
^*  ilave  at  their  head,  icll  upon  the  Persians  ;  we  poured  in  upon  them  like  the 
«*  mighty  torrents,  like  the  thunder  of  the  waters  of  the  Almighty,  They  refitted 
**  for  ibme  time,  but  at  length  gave  way  to  our  vidorious  arms,  and  fell  under  the 
*'  edge  of  our  fabres.  All  thdr  artillery,  s^mmunidon,  and  provifions,  which  weie 
*^  in  great  abundance,  by  the  hvot  of  the  prophet  came  into  our  pof&ffion. 

^*  A  GREAT  number  of  people  who  had  no  horles,  and  others  who  were  too  old  to 
*^  bear  arms  ;  bowing  their  heads,  and  croffing  their  arms,  and  covering  themielves 
**  with  the  drefs  of  the  grave;  having  in  a  moft  fupplicant  manner  cried  for  mercy, 
*^  my  bowels  were  moved  with  comi^on  towards  them  i  I  pitied  their  condition, 
«*  and  ordered  that  quarter  (hould  be  given  them,  with  liberty  to  retire.  As  for 
'*  thofe  who  fled  over  the  plains,  it  was  no  longer  a  fight,  it  was  a  huhting  in  the 
'*'  forefl: ;  a  chace  of  the  beafts  of  the  defart.  Our  ia£torious  troops  cutting  down 
^*  every  thing  before  them,  purfued  the  enemy  with  the  fword. 

^*  The  next  day  we  returned  thanks  to  God  and  his  prophet,  and  planted  on  the 
«*  walls  the  ftandards  of  the  vanquiflied  enemy,  with  all  the  other  trophies  of  our 
**  viftory.  After  the  public  reioicincs  and  thankigivings  were  over,  we  buried  in 
"  their  tombs  fuch  of  our  people  as  had  the  glory  to  receive  the  crown  of  martyr- 
^^  dom.  We  then  cut  off  the  heads  of  all  the  enemy  who  were  flain  ;  we  piled 
^^  them  in  heaps  in  the  field  of  battle  -,  and  threw  the  bodies  into  the  Tigris.  The 
^^  day  after,  the  great  and  mighty  conqueror,  topal  osman  basha,  arrived  with 
«*  his  victorious  army  at  imam  azem,  the  fuburbs  of  bagdat,  whither  the  people 
**  of  all  ranks,  young  and  old,  ran  to  lick  the  duft  of  his  feet. 

"  The 

'    *  The  2ift  of  JULY.  ^  We  may  allow  people  to  mMpnfy  their  faccdk  extremely  on  fttdi  aft 

occafion  at  this  j  and  this  haj pens  to  be  doaUe  the  nomber  which  the  fsrsiaiis  really  loft. 
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^*  The  day  following,  I,  your  flave,  accompanied  by  the  bashas  andgreatoffi-  i7i$. 
•^  cers  here,  with  my  whole  retinue,  and  all  the  principal  inhabitants  of  biI'odat, 
*^  accompanied  the  great  seraskier  to  the  mofque  of  imam  azem,  and  returned 
"  thanks  for  the  viftories  obtained,  and  for  the  end  of  our  great  afflidions.  I  fend 
"  you  this  account,  under  the  providence  of  God,  by  chassoucar  aga,  whom 
*'  may  the  Almighty  fafcly  conduft/* 


TopAL  osman  remained,  with  the  Turkish  army,  two  days  on  the  field  of  bar^ 
tie,  burying  the  dead.  This  viftory  coft  very  dear,  not  only  by  the  death  of  fb  many 
common  foldiers,  but  alfo  by  the  lofs  of  many  perfons  of  great  diftin^Slion.  The* 
wounded,  who  were  in  great  numbers,  he  lent  to  mosul*  Among  thcfe  he  found 
the  father-in-law,  and  alfo  a  nephew  of  kouli  khan,  whom  he  treated  with  great 
generofity ;  and  after  their  wounds  were  dreiled,  he  fent  them  to  the  psrsiak  ge- 
neral s  with  fome  propofitions  concerning  a  peace.  To  the  latter  no  reply  was 
made ;  but  he  acknowledged  his  obligations  to  the  seraskier  for  the  humane  treat- 
ment of  his  relations,  and  that  he  hoped  ere  long  to  return  the  obligation  after  the 
fame  manner. 

The  TURKISH  general  no  fboner  received  a  report  of  the  circumftances  of  his  owrv 
army  after  the  battle,  than  he  fent  one  of  his  favorite  *"  officers  to  Constantinople 
with  the  news  of  his  viftory,  which  was  received  with  all  poffible  demonftrations  of 
joy,  and,  as  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  magnified  beyond  the  truth.     The  fpirit  of  the- 
court  however  was  a  little  damped,  when  a  fecond  meffenger  from  the  gjcneraU  ar- 
rived eight  days  afterwards,  to  acquaint  the  grand  signior,  that  the  army  was  in^ 
great  diflrefs  for  want  of  provifions ;  the  country  round  bagd at  having  been  ruined 
by  the  PERSIANS:  and  moreover,  that  tho' he  had  been  victorious,  yet  his  loflSs. 
were  (6  great,  that  he  requefted  an  immediate  and  large  iupply  of  recruits.     That 
as  for  himfelf,  his  age  and  infirmities  were  fuch,  that  he  begged  his  highnefs  would, 
give  the  command  of  the  army  to  one  more  able  to  ferve  him,  as  the  duty  required^ 
all  the  ftrength  of  youth,  as  well  as  the  experience  of  okl  age.  The  truth  was,  he  fore- 
faw  that  KOULi  khan  would  fbon  return  with  a  numerous  army,  when  he  fiioukl 
not  be  in  fo  good  a  condition  to  receive  him  as  before. 

This  account  of  the  ftateof  thinss  was  imputed  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  mo- 
ilefty  of  the  basha  \  fo  that  inflead  of  making  fuch  provifibn  as  had  been  repre- 
fented  as  neceflary,  they  loaded  him  with  new  honors  which  he  did  not  defire.  His 
ibn-in-law  was  made  beourbbo  of  Romania,  and  his  fon  a  basha  of  three  tails : 
he  had  alfo  leave  to  difpofe  of  all  military  employments,  and  to  diftribute  rewards 
according  to  the  merit  of  his  officers ;  and  if  he  Ihould  think  it  moft  for  the  honor 
and  fafety  of  the  empii^,  he  might  alfo  negotiate  a  peace.  To  thefe  great  honors  and. 
high  proofs  of  the  confidence  repofed  in  him,  were  added  the  higheft  commenda- 
tioos  of  his  valor  and  condu6l, 

hi 

*  Otlicn  mention  tbeir  having  been  fent  to  coMtTAHTiKoPLB ;  hot  I  believe  topal  osman  feoghfr^ 
toapoeaf^^rather  than  to  enrage  kouli  khan.  ^  On  thefe  occafions  the  TURKiaH  generals-  • 

give  tiieir  meflenra-s  a  golden  ornament,  in  form  of  a  plame,  with  three  points,  by  which  means  the  pcOr- 
fie  wheic  he  pa&  are  taonderftand  he  i»  the  mefieager  of  victory  or  good  news. 


^a  THE    HISTORY    OF  PartXHl. 

^733'  In  {he  mean  time,  the  court  would  not  be  perfuaded,  that  after  fo  flgnal  a  viOorf 
there  could  be  fuch  a  ncceffity  of  fuccours  as  the  bash  a  reprcfentcd.  The  fight  of 
the  three  thoufand  Persian  prifoners  filled  the  minds  of  the  turks  fo  much  with  the 
idea  of  conqueft,  and  a  fond  perfuafion  of  tlie  diftrefled  condition  of  the  Persian 
army,  that  no  proper  care  was  taken  to  mfwer  the  demands  of  the  sbrasrier.  The 
great  diftance  of  the  army,  and  the  poverty  of  the  ftate,  was  a  farther  reaibn  why 
the  court  .was  fo  remiis,  whilft  their  general  Teemed  to  be  the  only  man  who  knew 
how  much  the  ftrength  and  valor  or  the  enemy  was  to  be  dreaded.  He  had  ac- 
cordingly made  fuch  a  difpofition  of  his  troops  in  the  neighbouring  country,  as  w^ 
neceffary  to  their  fupport,  with  orders  to  aflemble  in,  the  plains  near  b  ago  at  the 
end  of  AUGUST  i  himfelf,  with  thirty  thoufand  men,  remaining  at  kerkoud. 


CHAP.        VI. 

Ti£HM  AS  KouLi  KHAN  j^epafcs  foT  anotbiT  a£im :  bisfiratagem.  Tor  ax  otWAir 
obliged  to  continue  in  bis  command,  Poulak  basha  abanionf  tbefofi  ff  takajak* 
ToPAL  osMAN  cotteSs  bis  forces^  ani  meets  tbe  Persians.  Battkof  leilam  ihe 
2  id  of  October.  Second  battle  of  lbHam.  Topal  osmait  UMed^  and  tbe 
TURKISH  armj  routed.  Abdallah  KOvrROti,  basha  i/cAiRO^  a^mOedgnu- 
ratiSbna. 

TiEHMAS  Kouii  KHAN  retired  with  the  renaains  of  his  army  to  hamadan. 
Having  been  always  accuftomed  to  victory,  he  was  the  more  leniibly  aflvfted 
by  has  defeat.  There  was  reafon  to  fear  that  bis  glory  was  nipped^  at  the  very  time 
when,  to  appearance,  it  was  ripening  to  its  full  maturity.  Ho^^cver,  as  no  reverie 
of  fortune  could  fubdue  his  mind,  he  (eenned  yet  to  triumph  in  the  aflurancc  of  fu- 
cure  fuccefs.  The  perfect  knowledgie  he  had,  how  dear  the  enemy  had  purclKtled 
their  victory,  and  that  the  treacherous  condud:<^  his  Arabian  allies  had  b^n  tl:^: 
chief  caufe  of  the  difafter  which  befel  him  \  he  encouraged  his  ibldiers,  applauded 
their  condu^^,  and  commended  their  valor,  in  the  fame  flattering  terms,  as  if  he 
had  been  himfelf  the  vjtflor.  fieing  coovinocd  that  paft  misfortunes  can  be  retrieved 
only  by  future  condud,  he  acknowledged  tbe  miflakes  he  had  committed  in  fijcfa  ^ 
manner,  as  argued  his  capacity  of  avoiding  the  like  again.  He  made  his  own  and 
that  of  the  army  one  common  caufe }  and  by  reminding  them  of  their  valor  upon 
£3  many  occafions,  he  afiured  them  that  he  woukl  give  them  fuch  an  opportunity  of 
revenging  themfelves,  as  ihould  intirely  eflace  the  remembrance  of  an  ikccident,  for 
which  they  were  no  way  to  blame.  Thus  he  ingratiated  himfelf  with  the  common 
foMiers,  as  well  as  the  officers  \  and  whilft  he  kept  ,the  army  in  good  fpirits,  they 
cxprellbd  no  reludanceto  try  their  fortune  in  another  battle. 

Asa  proof  o£  what  he  liad  advanced,  lie  was  hardly  arrived  at  ha  mad  an,  when 
he  wrote  to  achmed  basha,  the  governor  of  baodat,  that  notwithftanding  hfs 
misfortunes  in  thelall  campaign,  he  did  not  in  the  leaft  hold  himfelf  as  vaoquilbed^ 
that  he  was  fenfible  of  the  faults  he  had  committed,  and  intended  to  mend  them : 
and  as  he  was  determined  to  make  war  like  a  generous  enemy,  therefore  he  ac- 
quainted 
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Suaioted  him,  that  he  might  be  prepared ;  for  that  early  next  year  he  would  take  1733- 
le  field  with  a  more  numerous  and  powerful  army  than  the  former,  and  meet  him 
once  more  at  bagdat. 

How  oftentatious  foever  fuch  a  meflage  might  (eem,  it  not  only  ferved  to  keep 
tvis  foldiers  in  fpirits,  but  alfo  as  a  ftratagem  to  deceive  the  turks  ;  for  tho'  they 
might  deem  fuch  menaces  not  entirely  as  an  effedb  of  his  vanity,  with  regard  to  his 
intentions  of  returning  into  turkey,  yet  they  did  not  dream  that  his  real  defign 
was  to  fall  on  them  before  the  winter  came  on.  But  this  was  his  intention,  and  for 
tliis  purpoie  he  Tent  to  Isfahan  for  recruits,  at  the  fame  dme  commanding  his  fe- 
cond  fon  nesr  ali,  the  governor  of  her  at,  to  join  him  with  all  the  forces  under 
his  Command.  Thus  be  foon  completed  an  army^  very  near  equal  to  that  with 
which  he  had  made  his  late  expedition  into  turkey. 

AcHMED  basha  had  too  much  penetradon  to  be  ignorant  of  the  genius  of  the 
PERSIAN  general  -,  and  too  good  iitfelligence  to  doubt  ot  his  intentions  of  returning 
into  TURKEY.  Whether  that  (hould  happen  fooner  or  later,  he  took  all  poHiblc 
care  to  put  the  city  of  b  ago  at  in  a  ftate  of  defence.  To  this  purpofe  he  brought  a 
a  fupply  of  proviQons  by  means  of  the  tiorib,  which  he  could  not  colleft  near  hii 
own  dilh'i^,  the  province  for  many  leagues  round  having  been  laid  wafte. 

ToPAL  osman,  ftill  in  want  of  ammunition  and  other  neceflaries  for  his  arniy^ 
was  in  no  condition  to  B&  ofienfively  againft  Persia  :  he  therefore  contented  him- 
ielf  with  fending  POULAK  basha,  with  fix  thoufand  men,  to  take  pofleflion  of  the 
l^aTs  of  TAKAjAK,  which  is  the  entrance  into  turkey  on  the  fide  of  hamadan. 

Affairs  were  in  this  fituation,  when  advice  arrived  at  kerkoud,  that  the  (on  of. 
TiEHMAs  KOULi  KHAN  was  upOD  his  mapch  tx>  the  afliftance  of  his  father,  with  a 
large  body  of  Afghans  and  ABDOLtSES.  The  seraskier  difpatched  a  courier  to 
the  PORTE  with  this  intelligence,  repreienting  to  the  miniilers,  as  he  had  oftm 
done  before,  the  nece/fity  of  their  fending  large  fupplies  of  men,  money^  and  am- 
munition to  the  army  intended  to  aft  againft  Kouti  khan.  At  the  fame  time  he 
earneftly  requefted,  that  in  confideration  of  his  age  and  infirmides,  they  vCould  al- 
low him  to  refign  the  command  of  the  army  in  favor  of  achmed  basha,  who  ia 
all  refpe£ts  was  filter  than  himle^  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  fuch  an  important 
fruft. 

The  granb  signior,  in  ctbhfideration  of  his  requeft,  and  his  great  lervices,  hadt 
aftually  determined  to  comply  with  hisdefire,  and  appointed  him  basha  of  .cu- 
taya  S  and  bbglbrbeg  ofifATOLiA.     The  diipofition  for  thefe  changes  was  al- 
feady  made,  when  a  frdh  courier  arrived  at  the  fer^lio  from  topal  osiian,  with* 
advice  that  the  Persians  had  forced  the4>ais  of  takajak,  and  that  tahmas:. 
RouLi  KHAW  was  in  full  march  at  the  head  of  a  mighty  army  ;  requeuing  that  they 
would  immediately  order  chc  fuccours,  which  he  had  fo  often,  an4  fo  warmly,  fo- 
Udfied*  ,  An  extraordinary  divan  was  held  immediately  upon  this  fubjeft  >  the  in* 

tended 
*  Tlut  it  a  atoA  abMC  duce  days  jovtxwy  firota  comstavtimofli* 
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1733.  tended  chang^  inras  fufpended,  and  topal  osmah  ordered  to  continue  in  hit 
command  of  the  arnty* 

On  the  [2th  of  October,  kouli  khah's  Afghans  advanced  towards  takajak. 
PouLAK  BASHA  either  negleded  to  fortify  his  poft,  or  ftruck  with  a  panic,  rctiral 
with  bis  men,  and  abandoned  this  important  pafs  to  the  enemy.  Topal  osman 
was  filled  with  fuch  indignation  and  refentment,  that  he  would  have  ordenod  the 
head  of  the  basha  to  be  ftruck  off  in  the  field,  notwithftanding;  he  had  behaved 
gallantly  in  the  battle  of  kerkoud,  if  feveral  of  the  mod  diftinguilhed  officers^ 
who  were  in  great  cfteem  with  him,  had  not  begged  his  life. 

Topal  osm  AN.now  found  himfelf  in  a  very  dangerous  fituation :  'a  fierce  and  for* 
midable  enemy  was  advancing  on  him,  whilft  the  fuccours  he  had  foKcitfd  from 
the  PORTE,  he  knew  by  experience,  were  not  to  be  depended  on.  The  basha  o£ 
SYRIA  was  his  particular  friend,  and  exerted  himfelf  in  coUedltog  all  the  forces 
poffible ;  but  theie  were  not  fufficient.  Syria  was  once  a  powerful  kingdom,  and 
could  of  itfelf  fend  large  armies  into  the  field  ;  but  fince  it  has  been  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  TURKS,  it  is  fo  far  ruined,  that  the  basha  could  hardly  colleA  twelve 
thoufand  infantry,  with  a  fmall  body  of  horfe ;  neither  of  which  had  any  repuution 
as  ibldiers.  The  inhabitants  of  mosul  *  had  been  (o  terrified  at  the  approach  of  the 
PERSIAN  army,  that  numbers  prepared  for  Sight,  they  found  themfelves  furrounded 
by  roving  arabs,  and  other  enemies;  they  refolved  therefore  to  affift  in  the  com- 
mon caufe  of  their  country,  and  endeavour  to  withftand  the  torrent.  While  topal 
OSMAN  was  colleding  forces  from  mosul,  the  garrifon  of  diarbekir,  with  ibme 
tribes  of  the  Arabians^  who  had  been  of  fuch  fervice  in  the  aflTair  of  kbrkoud,. 
were  fent  co  join  him. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  junction  of  his  forces,  the  seraskibr  marched  to  the 
pla^s  of  ARONiA,  near  the  city  mendeli,  where  he  muftered  near  an  hundred 
thoufand  men ;  happy  for  the  turks  if  they  had  been  all  equal  in  difcipline  and 
valor  to  the  Persian  troops.  Here  the  prudent  topal  osman  entrenched  his  army 
m  an  advantageous  fituation,  to  prevent  a  furprize,  and  enable  him  to  aA  as  dr- 
oumftances  might  require. 

TiCHMAS  KOULI  KHAN  being  informed  of  the  fituation  of  the  torks,  marched 
direftly  towards  them,  anckarrived  within  fight  of  their  army  the  21ft  of  octojer. 
In  the  mean  while,  he  ordered  a  detachment  to  make  a  circuit  by  the  forefl  of  ne- 
z  reth,  and  bypaflingthe  tioris  intercept  a  rich  caravan  going  for  Smyrna  and 
ALEPPO,  and  then  to  join  him  near  the  plains  of  aronia  }  which  they  performed  ^. 

On  the  iid  of  October,  topax  osman  acquainted  his  officers,  that  he  propofed 
to  keep  in  his  trenches  on  the  defenfive ;  but  at  the  fame  time  let  his  troops  know, 
that  fuch  as  were  difpofcd,  might  ikirmifii  with  the  enemy.  The  Janifiaries  of 
CAIRO,  and  fome  troops  of  Romania,  who  had  not  been  in  the  battle  of  kerkoud, 

•  thought 

'  *  This  is  a  great  city  fixty  leag;aes  above  bagbat,  and  forty  Mow  DiAtsBKia^  on  the  weftcm 

banks  of  die  Ticais  j  it  is  near  the  andent  nine^tbh,  which  at  prefent  It  bot  a  heap  of  im^iffingaiihed 

rains.  ^  This  was  not  (he  caravan  which  had  been  blocked  ap  in  BAGOATdiuriflg  the£ege, 

8d  fome  accounts  j^rcicnd. 
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thought  their  honor  wnccmed  to  perform  fomc  fignal  a<5Kon :  being  joined  by  other  1 73> 
forcei,  and  alfo  by  the  arabs,  whom  the  sb  raskibr  had  taken  into  his  pay,  they 
fallied  from  their  entrenchments,  and  attacked  the  Persians.  The  foil  was  dry 
and  dudy  to  a  great  degree;  the  wind  favored  the  turks,  and  they  took  the  proper 
advantage  of  it.  The  engagement,  or  rather  fkirmifh,  lafted  about  four  hours. 
.  The  SERASKiE  R  perceiving  his  men  had  the  Aiperiority,  gave  orders  for  frelh  troops 
*to  advance,  which  determined  the  fortune  of  the  day.  The  Persians  retreated  to- 
wards LBiLAM,  leaving  upon  the  fpot  near  four  thoufand  ^  men.  : 

We  are  left  a  little  in  the  dark,  with  regard  to  that  engagement  which  went  by 
the  name  of  the  battle  of  leilam.  It  is  (aid,  that  this  place  is  within  five  leagues 
^f  KERKOUD,  and  yet  that  the  a&lon  was  on  the  plains  of  aronia  ^.  T^hmas 
KOULi  KHAN  iiow  prepared  for  a  decifive  ftroke:  he  had  fought  the  firft  battle  in 
his  own  name  as  general ;  the  iecond  was  in  the  name  <lf  the  young  king  shah 
:abas  III.  Both  thefe  being  unfuccefsful,  the  army  began  to  be  fuperftitious.  Tht 
khan  therefore  refolved  to  make  his  decifive  blow  in  the  name  of  shah  tjehmas  ^ 
He  choie  an  advantageous  fituation  to  the  eaft,  intending  to  make  the  attack  early 
;Che  next  morning ;  and  the  fun  fhin^ng  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  he  might  receive 
from  thence  the  advantage  which  the  tu&ks  enjoyed  four  days  before,  with  regard 
to  the  wind.  At  day  break,  the  26th  of  October,  he  advanced  at  the  head  of  v 
^twenty  thoufand  of  his  beft  troops,  and  fell  upon  the  van-guard  of  the  Turkish 
army,  which  had  made  fbme  approaches  towards  him.  This  atttack  W^  fo  well 
xondu£ted,  that  in  a  fhort  time  he  pierced  through  a#great  body  of  the  enemy. 
The  ixittle  then  became  general  on  both  fides.  The  "*  jrks  began  (bon  to  give 
^ay,  which  put  their  army  in  fbme  confofion.  Topal  osman  was  not  wanting  in 
the  duties  of^  a  brave  and  experienced  general ;  he  brought  his  men  to  the  charge 
more  than  once,  but  the  Persians  had  the  afcendency,  and  fepulfed  them  with 
great  flaughter.  The  seraskier,  fatigued' with  rallying  his  people,  and  perceiving 
che  ctifcM'der  of  his  army,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  JanifTaries,  and  difputed 
the  victory  with  as  much  bravery,  as  the  importance  of  the  occafion  could  infpire  $  1 
till  at  length  two  mufket-balls  pierced  his  body,  and  he  dropt  dead  from  his  horfe.    { 

Thus  fell  the  brave  topal  osman,  one  of  the  greatef):  ftatefmen  and  generals, 
:^nd  a  man  of  the  moft  integrity,  of  any  in  the  ottoman  empire.  His  death  de- 
termined th^  fate  of  the  TURKISH  army ;  cho/e  who,  were  near  him  were  difheartened^ 
.and  no'  longer  fought  with  the  fame  fpirit :  moft  o^  tkefe  fell  by  the  fword,  others 
fled,  and  the  defeat  became  general.    The  Persians  purfued  the  vanquifhed  ehemy« 

and 

*  Some  make  the  loft  htrt  mock  grcMBr.  It  wm  le^efesced  at  cokstavtinofl^  $»  »  Tiscond  vie 
«My»  cho*  the  cpurt  was  too  prudent  to  rejoice.  It  ieem3  to  me  to  be  little  more  th^n  a  ijdr^iifb  m^ 
Fioas  to  the  fate  of  the  ottoman  army ;  however,  it  Is  certain,  that  kouli  khan^s  army  fufFered  on 
tbit  occafion.  ^  We  majf  reconcile  the  different  accounts,  by  fuppofing  it  to  be  between  bock 

places^  for  the  plains  of  ahoni  a  extend  near  lillam.  '  The  defcriptioA  of  hatdts  properly  belongs  vta 
ibldiers,  and  few  of  thefe  give  os  a  good  account  of  what  pafles  at  oar  very  doors :  we  muft  therefore 
iuppofe  a  great  deal,  with  regard  to  thefe  remoter  (icenes,  nvpre  than  is  related.  *  However  ex- 

traordinary this  may  appear,  the  fuperHition  of  the  foldiers  might  render  it  neceflary ;  not  fo  much  out  of    . 
love  to  SHAH  TJEUMAs,  as  to  try  dieir  fortune  under  a  name  which  had  been  always  lucky  to  tjehmaj 

KOVLI  KUAN. 
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1^^^    and  made  a  great  flaughter.     Kouli  khan  immediately  fent  his  afchans  ^  inter* 
'^^*  cept  the  flight  of  the  arabs^  who  had  fought  under  topal  osman  ;  and,  in  re- 
membrance of  their  perfidious  condud  at  the  battle  of  kerkoud^  he  caufed  great 
numbers  of  chem  to  be  put  to  the  fword. 

The  TURKS  loft  upon  this  occafion  all  their  baggage»  and  artillery,  with  their 
military  cheft,   and  not  lefs  than,  forty  thoufand  men ;  among  whom  were  many 
BASHAS  and  perfons  of  diftindlion.     A  great  number  were  taken  prifoners,  among^ 
thefe  wais  the  intendant*  of  the  army,  who  informed  Ti£HMAS  kouli  khan  of  the 
fate  of  TOPAL  osMAN.     Curiofity,  as  well  as  veneration  for  the  €hara<fferof  this 
great  man,  induced  the  Persian  general  to  order  tliat  the  body  fhould  be  brought, 
to  him :  he  ftood  fome  time  in  (ilence,  and  furveyed  it  with  an  awful  revecence. 
ToPAL  osman  was  indeed  the  conqueror;  tho*  vanquifhed,  he  triumphed-.     Being, 
arrived  to  the  age  of  feventy,  he  had  finifhed  his  courfe  with  gloty,  which  it  was 
hardly  poffible  his  enemy  ftiould  ever  attain  to;  fince  the  principles  on  which  he  fet 
out,  were  diametrically  oppofite  to  thofeof  this  good  man^    When  he  had  paid  this' 
marl(  of  refped,  kouli  khan  ordered  the  body  to  be  fent  to  bagdat  with  proper 
honor,  that  the  remains  of  fo  brave  an  officer  might  receive  the  funeral  rites  aue^ 
to  his  rank,   and  the  laft  homage  of  his  countrymen,,  whofe  cauie  he  had  even 
eipoufed,  with  a  true  patriot  zeaL 

Th£  news  of  the  death  of  topal  osm  an,  with  the  entire  defeat  of  the  Ottoman 
army,  aftonilhed  the  courts  and  the  whole  city  of  Constantinople.  The  fuccefs 
at  KERKOUD  in  july  before,^  ierved  only  ta  add  to  their  fenfibility  of  this  misfor- 
tune :  and  from  the  opinion  which  had  been  enteruined  of  the  great  bfs'of  the  mr<* 
aiANS  on  that  occalion,  they  imagined  t^^hmas  kouli  kh^an  to-be  a^deviLor  en<> 
chanter,  who  could  with  fo  irapid  a  courie  reverfe.  his  fortune; 

The  grand  vizir,  appcehendve  of  fome  commotk)iv  in  the  city,  cauied  guards 
to  be  placed  at  certain  pods,  to  prevent  an  infurre^tion.  The  divan  aflembled  im^ 
mediately.  The  grand  signior.  and  the  mueti  recommended  a  peace  with  pert 
SI  A  almoft  at  any  price,  as  the  war  ieemed  to  tend  to  the  ruin  of  the  empire.  The* 
VIZIR,  on  the  other  hand,  reprefehied  the  persia'Ns  as  ^neibk^  of  which  the  battle- 
of  KERKOUD  was  a  (landing  memorial;  and  that  to  lofe  the  conquered  primaces 
by  the  force  of  arms^v  would  be  lefs.  inglorious^  than  tamely  to  yield  them  up  to  tha 

PERSIANS* 


This  opinion  being  at  length  agreed  to,  preparations  were  made  to  fend 
and  ammunition  to  Alexandria,  alfo  money  for  the  payment  of  the  army;  and 
eight  thoufand  Jamffinies  were  commanded  to  march  the  15th  of  December*,  Ab-. 
DALLAH  KOuPiioLi,  BASHAof  CAnto,  was  nominated  as  geiieraliffimo^  ht  the  place 
of  TOPAL  OSMAN;  and  the  feveral  bashas  in.theTuft.KiSH  dominions  in  asiA|  had. 
otders  to  march  with  all  the  forces  they  could  colled. 

f  Orbou  cadi; 

C  H  A  Pi. 
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^bi  educaticn  and  moft  remarkabU  inddentscf  the  life  of  topal  osmak  basma  ;  with 
M  particular  account  of  bis  gratitude  and  great  generqfity  to  bis  henefaSor^  tvbo 
ranfomed  bim  in  his  youth  from  Jlavery. 

/T^HE  mention  I  have  already  made  of  a  brave  turk^  will  fufliciently  counte-  172  ^^ 

X  nance  the  following  ftory.  It  is  an  anecdote  by  no  means  below  the  dignity 
of  an  hiftorian,  nor  foreign  to  my  fubjedt.  The  defign  of  it  is  to  inftnift  us  by 
example,  which  is  confefledly  the  great  ufe  of  hiftory :  and  I  am  perfuaded  this  tt- 
iation  will  give  pleafure  to  every  one  who  docs  not  think  gratitude  a  pious  fr'^nzy^ ; 
or  that  it  is  a  virtue  fit  only  for  little  minds,*  whofe  weakncfs  betrays  them  into  a 
paflion,  which  claflies  with  felf-love,  fo  much  the  idol  of  mankind. 

Topal  osman  was  educated  in  the  chambers  of  the  feraglio*  j  a  method  which 
was  formerly  ufed  only  with  the  children  of  the  tribute,  and  who  were  all  of  chriftian 
parents.  In  the  year  1698,  being  then  about  the  age  Of  thirty-five,  he  was  fent 
with  the  sultan's  orders  to  the  basha  of  c  airo.  He  travelled  by  land  to  said  ^ 
and  being  afraid  of  the  arabs,  who  rove  about  the  adjacent  countries,  plundering 
pafTengers  and  caravans,  he  embarked  on  board  a  Turkish  veflel  bound  to  dami- 
ETTA,  a  city  on  the  eaftermoft  channel  of  the  nile.  In  this  fliort  pafiTage  they 
met  with  a  Spanish  privateer:  their  fhip  was  no  match  for  her,  but  the  whole 
crew  rcfolved  to  fight,  and  endeavour  to  preferve  their  efFeds,  and  defend  them- 
felves  from  flavery  ;  upon  which  a  bloody  aftion  enfued.  There  it  was  this  great 
man  gave  the  firft  proofs  of  that  intrepidity,  by  which  he  fo  often  fignalized  him- 
felf  afterwards.  The  crew,  animated  by  his  example,  fought  with  great  bravery; 
but  fuperior  numbers  at  laft  prevailed,  and  osman  was  taken  prifoner,  after  being 
dangeroufly  wounded  in  his  arm  and  thigh. 

When  the  veflel  had  furrendered,  the  inftances  of  bravery  which  osman  had 
(hewn,  induced  the  Spanish  captain  to  pay  him  a  particular  regard,  efpccially  when 
it  was  known  that  he  was  charged  with  the  grand  signior's  orders,  and  that 
confequendy  a  large  ranfom  might  be  expeflied  ^or  him.  Notwithftanding  the  good 
treatment  he  received,  he  was  in  a  perilous  condition  when  he  arrived  at  malta, 
whither  the  privateer  went  tp  refit.  The  wound  in  his  thigh  was  the  moft  danger- 
ous, anct  ie  was  lame  of  it  ever  afterwards  5  from  which  he  had  the  name  of  to- 
pal, or  cnpple,  as  already  mentioned. 

At 

^  There  are  difFerent  chambers  of  the  feraglio  through  whidi  thofe  children  pafled,  who  were  former- 
ly lent  up  from  the  christian  provinces  fubje^led  to  the  ottoman  empire.  They  went  from  the  lad 
chamber  into  the  fervice  of  the  sultan,  and  were  employed  in  the  ditterent  offices  of  the  court  and 
miniftry.  According  to  their  conduct  or  fortune,  they  role  to  the  feveral  pods  and  offices  of  the  empire. 
The  policy  of  this  was,  that  not  knowing  thcii:  paj*ents  and  relations,  and  oftentimes  ignorant  of  the  very 
country  they  came  from,  they  might  be  the  more  abfolutely  dependant  and  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  the 
ORAND  siCNiOR.  Bttc  now  the  TURKS  have  found  means  to  have  their  own  children  educated  in  the 
feraglto ;  and  the  chambers  in  which  thofe  deiigned  for  employments  are  bred,  and  from  which  they  are 
Ukeni  do  mollly  confifl  of  native  turks.  ^  The  ancient  sidon  in  syria« 
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1733.      At  that  time,  vincent  arnaud,  a  native  of  Marseilles,  was  commander  of 
the  port  at  malt  a  i  and,  as  his  bufinefs  required,  went  on  board  the  privateer  as- 
ibon  as  (he  came  to  anchor.    Osman  no  fooner  faw  arnaud,  than  he  faid  to  him  ;. 
*•  Can  you  do  a  generous  and  gallant  action  ?  Ranfom  me,  and  take  my  word  you- 
•*  Ihell  tele  nothing  by  it.**    Such  a  rtqueft  from  a  flave  in  chains  was  not  com- 
mon ;  but  the  manner  in  which  it  was  delivered,  flruck  the  frekchman  (b  much,. 
that  he  immediately  turned  to  the  captain  of  the  privateer,  and  aflced  what  he  de- 
manded for  the  ranfom?   He  anfwered  a  thoufand  fcquins*.    Arnaod  upon  this^ 
turning  round  to  the  turk,  faid :  **  I  know  nothing  of  you,  and  would  you  have 
"  me  rifque  a  thoufand  fequins  on  your  bare  word  ?       **  Each  of  us  a<Sb  in  this,** 
replied  the  turk,  "  with  confiftency.     1  am  in  chains,  and  therefore  try  every  me- 
"  thod  to  recover  my  liberty  v  and  you  may  a6t  right  in  not  trufting  to  the  word 
**  of  a  ftranger.     I  have  nothing  at  prefcnt  but  my  word  and  honor  to  give  you, 
"  nor  do  I  pretend  to  affign  any  reafon  why  you  Ihould  truft  tp  it;  however,  I 
•*  tell  you  once  more,  if-  you  do  truft  to  it,  you  fliall  have  no  occafion  to  repait.**' 
The  commander  upon  this  went  to  make  his  report  to  the  grand  mafter,  don 
perellos.     The  air  with  which  osman  delivered  himfelf,  and  the  fe^ming  inge- 
nioufnefs,  together  with  the  fingularity  of  the  circumftances,  wrought  fuch  an  efed 
upon  ARNAUD,  that  he  returned  immediately  on  board  the  Spanish  veflel,  and  a« 
greed  with  the  captain  for  fix  hundred  fequins,  which  he  paid  as  the  price  of  os- 
man's  liberty.     After  this,  he  put  him  on  board  a  veflcl  of  his  own,  where  he  pro- 
vided him  with  a  furgeon,  and  every  thing  necefiary  for  his  aitertainment  and  cure. 
In  a  Ihort  time  he  was  out  of  danger. 

Osman  had  mentioned  to  his  benefadlor,  that  he  might  write  to  Constantinople 
for  the  money  he  had  advanced ;  but  finding  himfelf  in  the  hands  of  a  man  who 
had  trufted  fo  much  to  his  honor,  he  was  emboldened  to  afk  him  another  favor, 
which  was  to  leave  the  payment  of  the  ranfom  entirely  to  him.  Arnaud  diftin- 
gui(hed  that  ia  fuch  a  cafe  things  were  not  to  be  done  by  halves ;  he  therefore  not 
only  agreed  to  the  propofal,  with  a  good  grace,  but  entrufted  him  with  the  (hip, 
in  which  he  had  been  lodged,  and  ihewed  him  every  other  mark  of  gcnerofity  and 
friendfhip.  Accordingly  osman,  as  foon  as  be  was  in  a  condition,  &t  out  again 
upon  his  voyage  in  this  veflcl. 

The  FRENCH  colours  now  protafled  him  from  the  privateers*  In  a  fhort  time 
he  reached  damietta,  and  failed  ^up  the  nile  to  cairo.  No  iboner  was  he  ar- 
rived there,  than  he  delivered  a  thoufand  fequins  t^  the  mafter  of  the  vei&l,  to  be 
,  paid  his  benefaftor  arnaud,  together  with  fome  rich  furs  *»,  and  five  hundred- 
crowns  as  a  prefent  for  himfelf.  He  executed  the  orders  of  the  suLTAii^is  mafter 
with  the  BASHA'of  cairo  \  and  fetting  out  for  Constantinople,  was  himfelf  the 
firft  who  brought  the  news  of  his  flavery. 

His  fenfe  of  the  favor  that  had  been  done  to  him,  and  the  generow  circumftances 
of  it,  was  not  confined  to  the  firft  emotions  of  gratitude :  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  life,  he  did  not  ceafe,  by  letters  and  other  acknowledgments,  to  ttftify  the 
deep  impreflion  it  had  made  upon  him. 

Im? 

*^  Near  five  himdred  founds.  ^  Tbefe  art  die  gentedeft  preftats  in  tKt  «aftl 
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In  17151  war  was  declared  between  the  Venetians  and  turi^s.  The  grand  ^73$* 
VIZIR9  who  had  projedied  the  invafion  of  the  morea,  ailembled  the  ottoman 
army,  near  the  ilihmus  of  corinth,  the  only  pais  by  which  this  peninfuia  can  be 
attacked  by  land.  To  pal  osmak  was  charged  with  the  command  to  force  the  paf^, 
which  he  not  only  executed  with  great  fuccefs,  but  afterwards  took  the  city  of 
CORINTH  by  aiTault.  For  this  iervice  he  was  rewarded^  by  being  made  a  bash  a 
of  two  tails.  The  next  year  he  fervcd  as  lieutenant-general  under  the  grand  vizir, 
at  tKe  (lege  of  corfu,  which  the  turks  were  obliged  to  abandon.  OsMan  ftaid 
three  days  before  the  place,  to  fecure  and  condudl  the  retreat  of  the  ottoman  troopSt 
which  he  eSbdted  with  great  fuccefs. 

In  1722,  he  was  appointed  seraskxer  %  and  had  the  command  of  the  army  in 
the  MOREA.  When  the  confuls  of  the  diSerent  nations  came  to  pay  their  re(pe6ts 
to  him  in  this  quality,  he  diftinguifhed  the  French  by  particular  marks  of  kindnefs 
and  protection,  and  gave  them  a  Arid  charge  to  write  to  malta  to  vincent  ar- 
NAUD,  an4  acquaint  him  of  his  new  dignity^  and  to  beg  of  him  to  lend  his  fon  -, 
chat  as  it  was  now  in  his  power,  he  would  charge  himfelf  with  making  his  fortune. 
Accordingly  arnaud*s  fon  went  into  die  more  a,  and  the  seraskier  not  only 
made  turn  prefents,  but  .granted  him  privileges  and  advantages  in  point  of  trade, 
which  fooA  put  him  in  a  way  of  acquiring  an  eftate. 

ToPAL  osman's  parts  and  abilities  were  fuch,  that  from  this  command  he  was  ^ 
ibon  raiied  to  a  goeater.     He  was  made  a  basha  of  three  tails,  and  beglerbeg  of 
ROMANIA,  one  of  the  greateft  governments  in  the  empire,  and  which  the  vicinity 
to  the  DANUBiAN  provinccs^  and  the  frontiers  of  Hungary,  renders  ilill  more  im- 
portant. 

HiSi-efidence,  during  his  ciovenunent,  was  at  vyssa,  In^lie  year  1 727,  vincent 
ARNAUD  and  his  fon  waited  upon  him  there,  and  were  received  with  the  utmoft  ^ 
tendernefs  and  af&6tion.  Laying  afide  the  pomp  of  the  basha  and  governor,  he 
onbraced  them ;  caofed  them  to  be  ferved  with,  flierbet  and  perfume,  and  to  fit 
upon  the  fbpha  with  himfelf;'  an  honor  but  rarely  beftowed  by  a  basha  of  the  firft 
order,  and  hardly  ever  to  a  chriftian.  After  thefe  marks  of  diftindlion,  he  fent  them 
away  loaded  with  pfefents.  As  the  father  and  ion  were  taking  their  leave  of  him, 
ARNAUD  faid,  ^*  JHe  hoped  he  Ihould  live  to  pay  his  duty  to  him,  as  grand  vizir, 
^*  at  CON8TAHTINOPI.S."  This,  which  ^as  then  only  a  compliment,  proved 
prophetical.  ... 

I  have  already  given  an  account  of  the  great  revolution  of  1736  in  const anti- 
iioPLE,  in  whicb  the  grand  vizir  ibrahim  perifhed.  This  office  waa  become  fb 
perilous,  that  three  h^  been  preferred  to  it  4n  lefs  than  a  year's  time.  In  Sep- 
tember 1 73 1,  TOPA&  osMAN  was  Called  from  his  government,  to  fill  a  place, 
which  though  by  far  t})e  higheft  in  the  ottoman  empire,  and  perhaps  the  higheil 
that  any  fubjfe&  in  the  world  enjoys,  is  always  dangerous,  and  waa  then  fo  in  a  par- 
ticular degree.    He  no  fooner  arrived  at  Constantinople  to  take  poflTeflJon  of  his 

new 


• 


General  in  chief. '  ^  It  may  be  obfcrved  in  general,  that  when  men  of  eminent  rank  in  the 

call  mean  tt>  do  a  diftinguiflied  Iervice,  they  aic  not  beUnd  ihe  chiilliana. 
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1733.  new  dignity,  than  he  lent  for  the  French  embaflador,  and  defired  him. to  write  to 
MALTA,  and  let  hii  old  benefaAor  know  Of  his  advancenienc ;  and  that  he  fhould 
haften  to  Constantinople,  while  things  remained  in  ihe  prefent  fituation ;  adding, 
that  a  grand  vizir  feldom  kept  long  in  his  Aation. 

In  the  month  of  January  1732,  arnaitd  with  his  fon  anived  at  constanti* 
NOPLE  fi%>m  .MALTA,  bringing  with  him  variety  of  pre&nts,  and  twelve  turks  whom 
he  had  ranfomed  from  flavery.  Thefe,  by  command  of  the  vizir,  were  ranged  in 
order  before  hita.  Vincent  arnaud,  new  fcventy-two  years  of  age,  with  his  fon, 
were  brought  before  topal  osman,  grand  vi£ir  of  the  ottoman  empire.  He 
received  them  in  the  prefence  of  the  ereat  officers  of  ftate,  with  the  utmoft  marks 
of  ai&dion.  Then  turning  to  thofe  about  him,  and  pointing  to  the  ranibmed 
TURKS,  **  Behold,*'  fays  he,  "  thefe  your  brethren  now  enjoying  the  fweets  of  li- 
**  berty,  after  having  groaned  in  flavery:  this  frenchman  is  their  deliverer.  I 
^*  was  myfelf  a  (lave,  loaded  with  chains,  ftreaming  in  blood,  and  covered  with 
^^  wounds :  this  is  the  man  who  redeemed  and  faved  me  ^  this  is  my  mafter  and 
*•  benefactor :  tp  him  I  am  indebted  for  life,  liberty,  fortune,  and  every  thing  I 
*•  enjoy.  Without  knowing  me,  he  j^aid  for  me  a  large  ranfom ;  fcnt  me  away  up- 
•*  on  my  bare  word^  and  cave  me  a  (hip  to  carry  me  where  I  pleafed.  Where  is 
*'  even  a  muflulman  capable  of  an  aAion  of  fuch  generofity  ?" 

While  osman  was  fpeaking,  every  one  prefent  had  their  eyes  fixed  upon  old 
ARNAUD,  who  held  the  grand  vizir's  hands  clofely  locked  between  his  own.  The 
VIZIR  then  aiked  both  ntther  and  fon  many  queftions,  concerning  their  fituation 
and  fortune  ^  he  heard  their  anfwers  with  kindnefs  and  attention,  and  then  ended 
with  an  arabic  fentence,  allah-kerim  ••  He  made  before  them  the  diftribution 
of  the  prefents  they  had  brought,  the  greateft  part  of  which  he  fent  to  the  sultan, 
the  sultana  mother,  and  the  kislar  aga  \  Upon  which  the  two  frenchmen 
made  their  obeifance,  and  retired. 

After  this  ceremony  was  over,  the  ion  of  the  grand  vizir  took  them  to  his  a- 
partments,  where  he  treated  them  with  great  kindnefs.  Some  rime  before  they  left 
CONSTANTINOPLE,  they  had  a  conference  in  privare  with  topal  osman,  who  di- 
vefted  himfelf  of  all  ftate  and  ceremony.  He  let  them  underftand,  that  the  nature 
of  his  fituation  would  not  permit  him  to  do  as  he  defired,  fince  a  minifter  ever  ap- 
pears in  the  eyes  of  many  to  do  nothing  without  a  view  to  his  own  parucular  in- 
terell;  adding,  that  a  bash  a  was  lord  and  mafter  in  his  own  province,  but  thaf 
the  grand  vizir  at  Constantinople  had  a  mafter  greater  than  himfelf.    . 

He  then  caufed  them  to  be  amply  paid  for  the  ranfom  of  the  turks^  and  like- 
wife  procured  the  reftitution  of  a  debt,  which  they  had  confidered  as  defperate  : 
he  alfo  made  them  prefents  in  money,  and  gave  them  an  order,  in  virtue  of  which 
they  took  a  loading  of  corn  at  salonica,  which  was  likely  to  be  very  profkable, 
as  the  exportation  of  corn  from  that  port  had  been  for  a  long  time  prohibited. 

As 
f  The  provideaoe  of  God  b  great,  *  Chief  of  the  brack  eiuachs. 
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As  his -gratitude  was  without  bounds,  he  feemed  defirous  to  convince  his  bene-  1733* 
fadtor^  that  his  liberality  was  the  fame.  His  behaviour,  upon  this  occafion,  mud 
appear  great  and  noble,  fmce  every  action  of  his  life  demonftrates  a  mind  fuperior 
to  affefbation.  His  conduct  has  the  greater  marks  of  generofity,  when  it  is  con- 
fideredy  what  contempt  and  averfion  the  prej.udices  of  education  often  create  in 
the  mind  of  a  turk  againft  the  cBriftians.  And  if  we  refled.  further,  that  his 
eonfeflion  was  made  before  his  whole  court,  the  adfcion  will  appear  in  its  full  luftre. 

By  the  vigilance  and  {{eadinefs  of  his  miniftry,  this  great  man  reftored  govern* 
ment  and  a  regular  difcipline,  with  plenty  to  Constantinople,  where  a  licentious 
eonfuHon  had  fo  lately  reigned  -,  and  where  the  inhabitants  had  been  in  fuch  diftrels> 
that  the  neceflaries  of  life  were  not  to  be  had  but  at  an  excefllve  price.  He  has 
indeed  been  blamed  for  his  too  great  feverity ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  he  never  con- 
demned to  death  the  moft  culpable,  even  of  the  lowed  clafs  of  the  people,  without 
the  dccifion  of  the  mufti.  And  though  his  feverity  Ihould  have  been  extended  to  ' 
what  might  be  deemed  an  excefs;  reafons  of  ftate,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  geni^ral 
tranquillity  of  the  empire,  might  make  a  flndt  execution  of  the  laws  not  only  ex- 
pedient, but  abfolutely  neceflary.  Nor  can  it'  be  fuppofed,  that  a  man,  whofe  ho- 
Bor  and  goodnef»  of  heart  were  fo  confpicuoufly  difplayed,  could  be  cruel.  *  It 
fccms  a  uiiHcient  proof  to  clear  him  of  fuch  an  imputation,  that  people  of  all. 
ranks  univerfally  (hewed  the  greateft  regret  when,  he  was  removed,  from  his 
office  ••^ 

He  received  his  orders  of  difmiffion  with  all  the  calmnefs  imaginable.     He  was^ 
too  wife  to  expe£t  that  virtue  alone  could  fupport  a  man  in  an  office  under  a  dif^ 
traded  government,  and  where  change  was  adopted  as  neceflary.     When  he  came^* 
out  of  the  fcraglio,  after  delivering  up  the  feal  of  the  empire,  he  found  his' friends 
and  domeftics  very  penfive  and  difconfolate.     "  What  is  the  reafon,**  fays  he,  **  of 
^^  youF.  afflidlioQ;  have  I  not  always  faid,.  that  the  office  of  vi^ir  is  of  all  others 
^*  the  moft  likely  to  be  ihort  ?  All  my  concern  was,  how  I  fhould  get  out  of  it  . 
*^  with  honor  ^  and  thanks  to  Gop,  I  have  done  nothing  with  which  i  reproach 
•*.myfelf.     My  mafter,  the  grand  sionior,  approves  my  fervices,  and  I  refiga 
•*  with  pcrfeft  farisfaftion."     He  then  gave  orders  for  rendering  his  thanks  to 
heaven^,  as  if.  it  had  been  one  of  the  moft  happy  events  of  his  life  • 

After  this  he  immediately  fetoutforTREBisoNDE,  where  hewas  appointed  bash  a  1 
His  removal  could  not  be  called  adifgracc,  for  the  grand  signjor  never  ceafed 
to  treat  him  with  all  poffible  marks  of  diftin^tion.  His  highnefs  acquainted  him^ 
that'hemuft  leave  his  fon  at  Constantinople,  and  that  himfelf  would  take  care 
rf  his  fortune..  About  four  days  after  topal  osman's  departure,  this  young  n«n 
laA  the  honor  of  delivering  to  the  sultan,  tbe'ttgfent''  which  his  father  was  to  haVe 
made  him  on  the  feaftof  bayram  ••.  Prefents  aPfhe  ottoman  court,  as  well  as  all 
•ver  the  eaft,  are  not  confidered  as  the  efieds  of  generolity  and  friendfhip,  or  marks 

of 

*'In  MAR'CH  1732.  ^  A  rare  inftance  this  of 'virtue.    I  hooe  it  is  fkii&iy  tme.    I  am  forry  to ' 

hy  it  is  not  more  credible  of  a  chriftian  than  of  a  maromubdan.    dee  Vol.  1.  page  133.  ^  A  , 

Jiorfe-famiture  fet  with  jewels,  value  lifty  thoufand  crowns.  *  This  is  a  hig^  feftival  among^  the^* 

TuaKs,  at  which  time  it  is  nfual  to  make  pfefeau  to  one  another; 
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I  ;^ 3 3.  of  Tcfpt&y  but  as  a  tribute  Which  aiuft  be  paid  by  inferiors'  of  all  ranks,  to  their  fi>- 
periora ;  eipecially  from  certain  officers  to  their  fovereign.  This  prefent  mig^t 
however  have  been  difpenfed  with,  as  the  father  was  out  of  the  office  of  grwil 
VIZIR  }  but  he  gave  his  fon  exprefs. orders  at  his  departure,  not  to  fail  to  make  it^ 
and  by  that  means,  he  fhewed  with  what  entire  fatista&ion  he  had  refigned  his  high 
employment. 

The  grand  signior  received  the  prefent,  in  a  manner  that  convinced  all  the 
world,  that  topal  osman  had  not  in  the  lead  forfeited  his  efteem.  He  had  been 
gone  but  a  few  days,  when  orders  were  ient  to  him  to  repair  to  the  frontiers  of 
PERSIA,'  and  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  ottoman  armies.  This  was  an 
honorable  and  important  ftaticm,  but  full  of  danger  and  difficulty.  He  filled  it 
with  all  the  abilities  of  a  wife  ftatefman  and  experienced  officer.  Though  he  funk 
at  laft  before  the  fortune  of  t^ehmas  kouli  rhan,  yet  he  fell  worthy  of  himfelf ;: 
worthy  of  that  chara^r  he  had  fo  defervedly  acquired,  and  maintained  through  die 
courfe  of  a  life,  not  diftingui(hed  (o  much  by  his  high  employments,  as  that  he 
never  deviated  from  the  paths  of  honor  and  virtue. 

The  grand  signior  preierved  (uch  an  efteem  for  his  memory,  that  tho^hisfbn 
ACHMED  was  but  young,  he  promoted  him  to  the  high  poft  of  basha  and  beg- 
LERBEG  of  ROMANIA,  which  his  father  enjoyed  when  he  was  called  to  the  office  of 
grand  vizir.  It  gives  us  the  ftrongeft  idea  of  arbitrary  power,  to  confider  the  po- 
licy of  the  ottoman  government.  The  fame  grand  signior,  who  promoted  the 
fon  to  one  of  the  firfi  dignities  of  the  empire,  in  honor  to  the  £su:her's  memory  and 
great  fervices,  fent  an  order  to  feize  all  the  father's  efle£ts\  It  may  be  prefumcd 
the  date  was  poor,  which  in  fuch  governments  was  a  ilifficient  reafon.  Thus  the 
ion  fucceeddd  to  no  great  part  of  the  rnA  riches  his  father  died  poflefled  of. 

Topal  osman  was  one  of  thofe  few,  who  through  the  courleof  a  long  life,  gave 
the  higheft  demonftrations  of  i  mind  fuperior  to  vulgar  slpplaufe.  His  greatnels 
was  the  efiefb  of  his  virtue,  his  underftanding,  and  intrepidity ;  but  his  amotion 
was  to  a(5t  like  a  man,  who  believes  there  is  a  God,  and  a  ftate  <tf  rewards  and  pu- 
nifhments.  If  this  generous  turk  faid  of  vince^nt  arnauo,  **  Where  is  even  a 
**  muifulman  who  is  capable  of  an  a6tion  of  fuch  genefx>rity' ?"  we  may  fty, 
*^  Where  fhall  we  find  even  a  chriftian,  requiting  a  generous  a£fcion  in  a  more  noble 
^^  manner  than  topal  osman  T*  Inftanoes.of  this  kind  among  either  chnftians  or 
MAHOMMEDANS,  are  indeed  but  rare;  and  therefore  when  diey  happen,  ought  the 
more  to  be  recorded. 

^  Thia  is  meant  of  iiii  moveaUe  or  perlbnal  eifatte.  At  to  landed  cftates,  k  is  a  cuftom  fi^  f^^^** 
in  die  fervke  of  the  oraiid  siohior^  10  aiign  them  in  Koritaae  to  the  chiu«h,  ia  odfe  oiAe  £m$stpt 
hdn,  by  which  means  they  cannot  br  feieed  by  the  crown,  wiuoat  a  d^ee  ct&cnltgc. 


CHAP. 
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C    H    A    P.        VIII. 

TiEHMAS  KOUtI  KLHANT  OCquaifttS  the  RUSSIAN  COUTt  of  btS  JuCCiJs.      AcHMED  BASH  A 

prepares  to  ft  and  another Jiege.  Mahommed  khan  balouche  declares  for  tjeh- 
MAS  shah  at  SHIR  ASS  ^  ts  defeated  by  kouli  khan,  and  hangs  himfelf  The 
TURKS  prepare  to  take  the  field.  Kouli  khan  marches  into  Georgia,  and  takes 
TEFLis,  Defcription  of  that  country.  Selim  basha  retires  out  of  Georgia. 
Kouli  khan  takes  g anja  ^^lisHAMAKiE. 

T^HMAS  kouli  khan  having  obuined  this  memorable  vido/y  over  the  1733. 
TURKS,  and  given  orders  for  the  burial  of^  his  dead,  difpatched  an  exprefs  to 
acquaint  the  Russian  emprefs  of  the  fignal  advantage  he  had  obtained.  This  news 
was  not  ungrateful  to  the  court  of  st,  Petersburg.  The  porte  was  divided  into 
factions  upon  the  fubjefl  of  a  war  with  Russia  ;  and  if  kouli  khan  had  not  kept 
them  fully  employed,  it  is  probable  they  would  have  foon  determined  upon  it ;  and 
preparations  were  accordingly  making  in  Russia  to  oppofe  them. 

It  is  prefumed,  that  kouli  khan  requefted  that  the  emprefs  would  not  permit 
the  CRiM  tartars  to  pafs  near  her  dominions,  Ihould  they  attempt  to  join  the 
LESGEES,  who  waited  only  a  favourable  occafionof  making  a  powerful  diverfion  in 
shirvan  and  other  places,  near  the  coaft  of  the  Caspian  sea.  The  Russians,  yet 
poilefled  of  derbeno,  and  the  conqueft  they  had  made  on  that  coaft,  were  not  in- 
terefted  to  countenance  the  projedts  of  kouli  khan,  any  otherwife  than  to  reduce 
the  TURKS,  which  was  a  much  greater  objedt  than  the  preservation  of  that  conqueft. 

So  fignal  an  advantage  gained  over  the  turks,  within  fifty  leagues  of  b  ago  at, 
could  not  but  alarm  achmed  basha.  We  have  already  obferved,  that  this  faga- 
cious  governor  had  put  his  city  in  a  condition  of  defence,  and  prefervcd  a  kind  of 
independent  fovereignty.  After  the  battle  of  kerkoud,  feveral  detachments  of 
topal  osman's  forces  demanded  entrance  into  the  city.  The  basha  abfolutely 
refufed,  alledgirig,  that  they  were  lent  to  protedb  the  city,  but  not  to  come  into  it : 
that  he  had  a  fufiicient  garrifon  of  his  own,  and  therefore  would  not  admit  them. 
He  was  now  in  a  better  condition  of  defence  than  he  had  been  in  april  before,  and 
had  made  a  larger  colle<5bion  of  provifion.  Befides  his  own  artillery,  he  was  alio 
mafter  of  tliat  which  the  Persians  had  left  behind  them.  Under  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  tho*  he  had  but  ill  grounds  to  expefl:  any  relief  from  the  Turkish  armies 
for  a  confiderablc  time,  he  determined  to  make  a  gallant  defence. 

Winter  was  now  approaching,  and  it  might  be  expefted  that  the  banks  of  the 
TIGRIS  would  fwell  as  is  ufual  in  that  fcafon,  fo  as  to  render  the  approaches  to  bag- 
DAT  difficult,  if  not  imprafticable.  However,  kouli  khan  advanced  towards  the 
city,  to  try  if  he  could  obtain  the  fubmiflion  of  achmed  basha,  for  whom  he 
profefiTed  a  particular  friendfhip,  as  a  man  of  excellent  underftanding,  and  a  good 
foldier.  The  teftimony  which  he  ever  gave  of  the  basha  was,  "  That  he  was 
^^  much  a  greater  man  than  himfelf,  or  the  grand  signior  ^  becaufe,^  fays  he, 
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^733'  "  ACHMED  BASHA  has  fuppoitcd  himfclf  in  bacdat,  without  giving  up  the  place 
**  either  to  me  or  his  maftcr/* 

Whilst  the  Persian  general  was  thus  meditating  in  what  niianner  he  fliouldcon- 
duft  himfcrlf,  news  arrived  from  shirass,  that  mahommed  khan  balouche  %  one 
of  his  generals,  whom  he  had  fent  to  raifc  recruits  in  that  quarter  of  the  empire, 
had  joined  seffie  mahommed  khan,  governor  of  the  province:  that  in  conjunc- 
tion with  each  other  they  had  coUefted  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men;  and  pro- 
claimed shah  TiEHMAS  as  thcir  lawful  king.  TiCHMAS  kouli  khan  no  fooner 
received  this  notice,  than  he  marched  back  into  pirsia.  He  took  with  him  about 
thirty  thoufand  of  his  beft  troops,  and  proceeded  with  the  utmoft- expedition  by  the 
rout  of  ISFAHAN  towards  shir  ass.  Thofe  of  his  men>  whofe  horfcs  failed,  or  by 
^  any  acciderft  could  not  keep  pace  in  his  continued  forced  marches,  he  left  upon  the 
road.  By  this  means  he  arrived  at  shirass  at  a  time,  when  his  enemies  had  hardly 
received  news  of  his  leaving  turkey. 

Upon  the  firft  report  that  the  troops  of  kouli  khan  were  advancing,  mahom- 
med khan  balouche,  who  imagined  it  was  only  a  fmall  detachment  under  the 
command  of  one  of  the  officers  of  this  general,  marched  out  to  attack  them.  In  a 
Ihort  ti(ne  he  fell  in  with  the  van-guard  of  the  enemy,  confiding  of  twelve  thoufand 
men,  with  kouli  khan  at  their  head.     Mahommed  khan  balouche  now  ex- 

Ereflcd  great  fatisfaftion,  as  if  fortune  had  delivered  the  tyrant-general  into  his 
ands.  He  imagined  the  greateft  part  of  the  enemy  were  not  yet  come  up ;  but 
he  foon  found  his  miftake.  When  kouli  khan  began  to  give  his  orders  for  the 
attack,  the  thunder  of  his  voice,  which  was  remarkably  ftrong,  ftruck  a  pannic 
into  mahommed's  men,  infomuch  that  they  hardly  ftood  the  firft  fire. 

Mahommed  khan  balouche  had  often  given  proofs  of  his  vabur,  and  was 
diftinguiftied  for  many  other  good  qualities.  Enraged  at  the  cowardice  of  his  fol- 
diers,  he  grew  defperate ;  and,  attended  by  a  few  followers,  fingled  out  kouli 
khan,  and  rode  towards  him,  to  try  if  the  fortune  of  his  lance  could  reach  the 
heart  of  a  man,  whom  he  knew  to  be  falfe,  an  enemy  to  his  lawful  fovereign^  and 
a  flave  to  his  ambition. 

This  attempt,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  charadber  of  the  man,  was  directed 
more  by  principles  of  gencrofity  and  national  honor,  than  by  envy  or  ambition.  It 
did  not  fuccecd  :  however,  he  made  his  part  fo  good,  that  he  fought  his  way  back 
again*,  and  retiring  near  bender  delem,  he  embarked  in  an  Arabian  vefTel,  in- 
tending to  make  his  efcapc.  The  treacherous  arabs,  who  navigated  the  veflcl, 
difcovering  who  he  was,  in  expe6tation  of  a  reward,  brought  him  to  shirass,  and 
delivered  him  to  his  enemy.  TiEHMAS  kouli  khan  fent  him  to  prilbn,  defigning 
to  ektort  a  confeflion  of  his  accomplices,  and  alfo  of  his  riches,  which  were  fuppofed 
to  be  very  confiderable.  Suicide  can  in  no  inftance  be  deemed  warranuble,  other- 
wife  we  might  call  it  intrepidity  to  baffle  the  defigns  of  fuch  an  enemy  as  kouli 

khan. 

*  This  KtiAM  is  diftinguiflied  ander  the  name  of  balovchb,  as  a  native  of  the  country  of  the  ba- 

LOVCUEBS. 
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KHAN.    The  unfortunate  captive  general  was  no  Iboncr  left  alone,  than  he  hanged 
himfclf. 

TiBHMAS  KOULi  KHAN  having  chaftifcd  the  inhabitants  of  shir  ass,  and  put  1734* 
thofe  to  death  who  attempted  to  reftore  shah  t^hmas,  he  enriched  himfelf  with 
their  fequeftered  eftates,  and  returned  to  Isfahan.  Here  he  remained  till  the  next 
fpring,  employing  himfclf  in  recruiting  his  army,  with  ^efign  to  finifh  the  great 
work  in  which  he  had  fo  well  fuccecded  the  laft  year,  thus  to  compel  the  turks  to 
yield  up  all  the  conquered  provinces. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  ottoman  court  made  all  the  preparations  poflible,  to  de. 
fend  themfclves  againft  an  enemy,  whom  they  had  now  fuHicient  reafbn  to  believe  x 
very  formidable.  They  had  made  an  attenrpt  to  engage  the  khan  of  the  crim 
TARTARS  in  their  quarrel,  and  if  thefe  could  have  been  joined  with  the  lesgees^ 
they  might  make  a  powerful  divcrfion  in  shirvan  •,  but  it  is  hardly  practicable  to 
penetrate  into  Persia  cither  through  the  paiTes  of  mount  Caucasus,  or  the  country 
to  the  north-weftof  dagistan. 

The  lesgebs,  however  difpofed  to  take  all  advantages  of  the  Persians,  were  but 
ill- inclined  to  favor  the  entrance  of  the  crim  tartars  on  the  north-fide  of  their 
mountainous  refidences.  The  Georgians  were  as  little  difpofed  to  receive  them 
into  their  country ;  and  the  Russians  leaftof  all.  The  cabardinian  tartars, 
who  are  fubjeft  to  Russia,  were  ordered  to  appear  in  tirms,  if  thofe  of  the  crim 
fhould  attempt  to  force  a  paflage ;  and  as  a  war  was  expefted  to  breA  out  with 
the  RUSSIANS,  the  crim  tartars  would  by  this  means  be  leftexpofcd.  Thus  the 
TURKS  had  but  little  reafon  to  expedt  any  fuccours  in  the  Persian  war  from  thofe 
tartars.  The  lesgees,  however,  appeared  in  arms,  defigning  to  make  a  di- 
verfion  in  favor  of  the  turks, 

KouLi  khan  having  recruited  hia  army  to  near  one  hundred  thoufand  fighting 
men,  opened  the  campaign  this  year  by  marching  direftly  to  tavris,  from  whence 
he  fent  his  fon  nesr  ali,  with  a  body  of  forces  to  the  banks  of  the  kura,  to  drive 
the  lesgees  back  into  their  mountains.  Thefe  tartars  nf>ade  inciirfions  into  shir- 
van,  but  finding  a  numerous  body  of  Persian  forces  which  they  did  not  expef^, 
they  retired  with  great  precipitation.  From  the  banks  of  the  kura,  nesr  alt 
marched  to  ganja,  agreeable  to  his  father's  orders,  whilft  kouli  kha^  bimfelf 
penetrated  into  Georgia  as  far  as  teflis. 

This  city  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  acropolis  of  the  antients.  It  is  large  and  w«ll 
peopled,  and  the  houfes  built  with  brick.  In  the  center  is  an  eminence  with  a  cita- 
del, very  difficult  of  accefs;  at  the  foot  of  it  runs  the  kuraj  which  contributes 
much  to  its  natural  ftrength. 

The  GEORGIANS  are  the  defendants  of  the  ahtient  iberians,  who  inhabited  tHe 
countries  on  both  fides  the  cyrus*.  The  greeks  call  them  georgi,  from  whence 
we  may  prefume  'they  derived  their  prefent  name.  The  oriental  nauons  call  this 
country  cuergestan. 

U  u  2  The 

•«  Prefent  name  KURA.  * 
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>^34-  ^"'  bravery  of  thefc  people  is  very  remarkable;  indeed  their  fituation  ieems  to 
exa6t  it  of  them.  In  thefe  latter  times  we  have  had  feveral  proofs  of  their  valour, 
particularly  of  thofc  conunanded  by  ourghin  khan,  the  governor  of  kandahar, 
as  mentioned  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  volume.  The  vali  of  Georgia,  we  have 
alfo  feen,  mighty  to  all  human  appearance,  have  faved  the  Persian  monarchy,  had 
he  not  adhered  to  a  ralh  vow.  Thefe  people  are  as  dextrous  with  the  bow  and  ar- 
row, as  with  fire-arms  •,  and  the  Persians  were  wont  to  efteem  them  the  belt  troops 
in  their  army.  They  were  now  tributary  to  the  turks,  and  coniequently  few  if  any 
of  them  amongft  the  forces  of  t^hmas  rouli  khan.  That  they  were  always 
very  warlike,  appears  from  antient  hiftorians.  They  neither  fubmitted  to  the  medes 
nor  PERSIANS,  nor  even  to  Alexander  the  great.  They  could  not  indeed  refift 
the  ROMAN  arms:  pompey  took  their  capital  acropolis,  and  reduced  the  king- 
dom of  IBERIA  to  a  ROMAN  provincc. 

The  khan  of  teflis  had  the  title  of  vali,  and  all  the  other  chiefs  of  the  relpedl- 
ive  provinces  are  denominated  princes.  Thefe  lad  are  independent  of  each  other, 
as  well  as  of  the  vali  ;  but  in  cafe  of  danger  they  unite  in  one  common  intereft. 
<  Hemmed  in  by  two  powerful  nations,  they  have  neceflfarily  paid  tribute  either  to 
the  TURKS  or  PERSIANS  for  fome  ages.  Their  governments  are  hereditary,  and 
feldom  any  accidents  have  happened  to  diveft  their  families  of  their  refpedtive  fove- 
reignties  i  which  are  in  number  about  a  dozen,  who  are  divided  and  fubdividcd 
They  generally  iupport  from  two  hundred  to  a  thoufand  men  each,  and  two  or 
three  or  them  can  bring  fix  thoufand  into  the  field.  For  the  fupport  of  thefe  fol- 
diers,  the  peafants  pay  a  tenth  of  the  produce  of  the  land ;  befides  furnilhing,  in 
time  of  war,  a  certain  number  of  men  equipped. 

The  climate  of  this  country  is  foft,  not  very  difierent  from  that  of  italy,  and 
extends  from  about  the  latitude  of  41  to  44*  The  capital  teflis  is  near  the  center 
of  the  lower  Georgia  ;  the  upper  Georgia  (Iretches  towards  the  black  sea.  Itis 
almoft  furrounded  with  mountains,  and  abounds  in  woods,  but  there  are  alfo  very 
fertile  plains.  They  till  their  land  with  buffaloes  and  oxen ;  and  as  they  plow  deep, 
their  crops  are  abundant.  They  are  chriftians  of  the  greek  religion,  and  conie- 
quently not  forbidcien  the  ufe  of  wine,  which  they  have  very  good,  and  in  great 
l^enty.  The  men  are  remarkably  tall,  comely,  robuft,  and  well  made,  oftenu* 
tious,  and  fond  of  a  fplendid  appearance  -,  the  women  •  are  celebrated  for  their 
beauty  over  all  asia. 

^Ths  GEORGIANS  have  generally  been  moft  dilpoled  to  fubmit  to  the  Persians, 
and  in  order  to  fupport  their  fidelity,  the  ibvereigns  of  that  monarchy  have  ihewn 
them  great  indulgence.  Thofe  of  their  princes  who  are  dilpoled  -to  change  their 
ftfieton,  liave  ever  met  with  a  kind  reception  at  the  Persian  court,  and  been  en- 
trufted  with  ibme  of  the  firft  employments  in  that  government.  Persia  by  this 
means  has  had  a  conftant  refource  of  troops,  whofe  valour  and  fidelity  might  be 
fafely  relied  on  \ 

The 

*  Tkefc  are  often  fpoken  of  in  buropb  ander  the  ntmeof  ctRCAssiANty  tho*  circasiia  is  modi 
ftitber  to  the  north-weft.  ^  I  never  beard*  from  any  good  aathority,  that  koulikhav  had  ai^ 

aaanbcr  of  QtoaeiAaa  in  hit  amy,  probably  cAeeming  it  impolitic  to  entertain  people  of  lb  di&ient 
princsplet  in  feligioa.  3 
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The  geor  gians  now  faw  their  fovcreign  the  grand  signioh  opprefied  on  every   1  y^^ 
fide;  diiheartened  by  the  defeat  of  topal  osman^  and  in  no  capacity  to  make  head 
againft  the  vidtorious  armies  of  kouli  khan.     Teflis  having  fubmitted  to  bim» 
he  thought  it  his  intereft  to  treat  the  people  with  tendernefs.     Under  thefc  circum- 
ftances,  the  Turks  retired,  not  being  in  any  condition  to  oppofe  him. 

Kouli  khan,  in  the  exultation  of  his  heart,  now  declared  that  he  would  carry 
his  vidborious  arms  to  the  Hellespont,  with  a  more  formidable  power  than  that  of 
XERXES.  AH  the  dominions  of  the  grand  signior  did  indeed  tremble  at  his  name. 
The  TURKS  Gonfefled  that  they  were  never  more  embarrafled  fince  the  eftablifhment 
of  their  monarchy.  Their  treasures  were  exhaufted ;  and  their  army  of  veterans  hard* 
]y  amounted  to  one  third  part  of  that  of  the  Persians.  Count  bonneval  recom- 
mended the  EUROPEAN  difcipline;  but  the  turks  had  a  fuperftitious  reverence  for 
their  antient  military  cuiloms;  neither  could  they  derive  any  advantage  from  a 
change  of  difcipline,  but  by  long  praftice.  They  railed  about  fifteen  thoufand  men 
in  BOSNIA,  which  were  ordered  to  join  the  ottoman  army  near  bagdat,  under 
the  command  of  the  seraskier  abdallah  kouproli,  who  was  efteemed  one  of 
the  beft  of&cers  in  their  iervice.  The  court  alfo  fent  four  thoufand  men  to  him  by 
the  way  of  trebisonde  ^  but  this  reinforcement  was  very  infufficient  to  ftop^the 
progrefs  of  the  Persians. 

In  the  mean  while,  selim  basha  being  in  no  condition  to  oppoie  the  Persians, 
had  retired  out  of  Georgia  towards  aleppo,  leaving  that  country,  as  well  as  ar* 
MENiA,    a  prey  to  the  viAorious  kouli  khan.     Upon  this,  all  the  Georgian. 
princes,  who  were  before  tributary  to  the  ottoman  empire,  fubmitted  to  him. 
Towards  theend  of  October,  he  came  before  9  anja,  where  the  turks  had  thrown- 
in  a  garrifon  of  five  thoufand  men  •,  thefe  maintained  themfelves  fo  well,  that  nbsr 
ALi  with  his  forces  had  not  been  able  to  reduce  them.     Kouli  khan  therefore 
erefted  three  batteries  of  ten  cannon  each,  and  before  the  month  was  expired,  this . 
place  alfo  fubmitted  at  difcretion. 

From  thence  he  direfted  his  courfc  to  shamakie.  The  turks  had  detached  a  body 
«f  eight  thoufand  men,  moftly  lesgees,  to  guard  the  bridge  of  boats  over  the  kur  a 
at  J  A  VAT  ;  but  they  were  foon  put  to  flight.  The  countenance  which  this  city  had 
given  to  the  lesgees,  had  fo  much  offended  him,  that  he  refolved  to  raze  it  to  the 
ground,  and  flaughter  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants.  Thofe  who  had  of&nded . 
molt,  being  either  lesgees,  or  clofely  connedbed  with  them,  fled  into  the  moun* 
tains.  After  a  fhort  warning,  he  commanded  the  inhabitants,  who  elcaped  the 
fury  of  his  refentment,  to  retire  to  aghson,  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  mountains  ■, 
where  they  might  build  a  new  city;  and  he  then  deftroyed  the  place.  Shamakir 
had  been  for  many  ages  efteemed  one  of  the  mod  flourifhine  cities  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  well  peopled,  and  abounding  in  all  the  neceflaries  of  life.  Its  fituation  was 
agreeable,  and  its  trade  extenfive.  Here  the  merchants  from  Persia  and  turkbv^  . 
ARMSNiAf  GEORGIA  and  RvssiA  had  their  rendezvous;  infomuch  that  it  was  as 

ftaple^ 

•  TUs  place  ftood  in  1746,  as  ddcribcd  inthe  map  and  acconntof  tbe  trftA  of  the  eviiiav  «mb«flz|t. 
y^.  L  p«ge.a59^  2^,  and  26J. 
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1734.  ftaplcfor  all  the  commodities  of  •thefe  countries,  together  with  thofe  of  europb. 
It  was  alfo  a  place  of  defence. 

These  however  were  not  fuflScient  reafons  with  the  ambitious  kouli  khan  to 
prefervc  this  city.  Indeed,  it  is  hard  to  fay,  if  he  made  a  facrifice  of  it  to  his  pride 
and  refentment,  more  than  to  reafons  of  policy.  The  conqueft  of  the  lesgees  was 
an  objeft  he  had  very  much  at  heart ;  and  experience  had  proved,  that  this  city  was 
an  afylum  to  them  of  late  years  -,  or  at  leaft,  that  it  was  the  feat  of  rebellion,  from 
whence  shirvan  was  invaded. 


CHAP-        IX. 

The  TURKS  deJJre  a  peace.  Kouli  kha^  fends  an  tmhajfador  to  the  Russian  court, 
Abdallah  kouproli  gives  battle  to  kouli  khan  in  the  valley  of  arpakavi, 
and  is  Jlain^  together  with  twenty  thoufand  Turks.  Abdallah  basha  retreats 
/0  CARS.  Cara  achmed  appointed  sek  ASK  I  ek  of  tie  TURKISH  army.  Erivan 
taken.  "The  turks  declare  war  againji  the  Russians.  Kouli  khan's  conduS 
towards  that  nation.- 

THE-  rapid  progrefs  df  the  Persian  arms,  made  the  divan  of  Constantino- 
ple in  the  higheft  degree  defirous  of  peace  with  Persia:  but  TiEHMAS 
kouli  khan,  ambitious  of  new  triumphs,  proudly  defpifed  any  accommodation, 
but  what  was  judged  to  be  very  injurious  to  the  honor  of  the  grand  signior.  The 
inclination  of  the  porte  was  to  commence  a  war  with  the  chriftian  powers-,  and 
great  magazines  were  forming  in  Bosnia,  in  expeftation  of  a  favourable  opportu- 
nity to  enter  thro*  valachia  into  the  ukrain.  The  ottoman  court  was  alfo  very 
jealous  of  the  good  underftanding  between  the  Russians  and  the  Persians,  and 
apprehended  a  treaty  of  alliance,  by  which  the  former  were  to  make  a  diverfion  in 
favor  of  PERSIA  on  the  fide  of  asoph;  whilft  there  was  not  lefs  reafon  to  appre- 
hend, that  with  fuch  afllftance,  t^ehmas  kouli  khan  might  carry  his  arms  into 
NATOLiA,  and  Ihake  the  throne  of  the  ottoman  empire. 

^735-  What  favored  this  opinion,  was  the  arrival,  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  of 
husseinxouli  khan  as  embaflador  from  abas,  the  infant  shah  of  Persia,  to 
the  court  of  ST.  Petersburg  -,  his  credential  letters  were  figned  with  the  fealof  the 
general  t^ehmas  kouli  khan.  This  minifter  informed  her  imperial  majcfly,  that 
shah  TiEHMAS  being  a  weak  prince,  whofe  condudt  threatened  the  ruin  of  Persia, 
the  khans,  and  all  the  great  lords  of  the  ftate,  had  determined  to  depofe  him,  and 
fet  up  his  fon  abas  in  his  place.  That  they  meant  not  to  do  the  dethroned  prince 
any  harm,  but  to  indulge  him  in  all  the  pleafures  to  which  he  was  inclinedj  but 
not  to  fubmit  to  his  pacific  difpofition,  with  regard  to  their  common  enemy  the 
TURK.  -That  TiEHMAS  KOULI  KHAN,  whofe  valour  and  fortune  was  equal  to  that 
of  ALEXANDER;  and  whofe  prudence  and  generofity  were  unrivalled,  was  deter- 
mined to  profccute  the  war  with  vigor.  That  her  imperial  majefty  might  be  al^ 
fured  he  would  never  lay  down  his  arms,  whilft  the  grand  signior  was  in  any 

con- 
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condition  to  make  war  againfl  her;  the  psrsians  being  entirely  difpofed  to  fupport  ^735» 
a  pcrfeft  amity  with  the  dominions  of  her  imperial  majefty,  whpfe  intercft  they 
confidcred  in  common  with  their  own. 

This  embaffador  was  alfo  charged  with  a  commiflion,  to  require  the  delivery  of 
DERBEND,  BAKU,  RESHD,  and  all  thc  placcs  in  the  provinces  of  shirvan  and  ghi- 
lan,  with  the' other  diftrifts  fituated  on  the  coaft  of  the  Caspian  sea,  which  had 
been  conquered  by  peter  the  great.  Alfo  that  thofe  tartars  in  the  mountains 
of  dagistan  %  who  had  fubmitted  to  the  Russian  arms,  (hould  be  again  reflored 
to  the  dominion  of  Persia. 

It  was  faid  that  kouli  khan  had  in  the  vanity  of  his  heart  declared,  that  if  the 
RUSSIANS  did  not  retire,  he  would  take  a  broom,  and  fweep  them  out.  The  Rus- 
sians, apprehenfive  of  a  war  with  the  turks,  did  not  think  thofe  countries  worth 
a  conteft :  they  had  never  received  any  benefit  from  them,  but  quite  the  reverfe, 
for  they  only  proved  a  grave  to  their  armies.  As  to  the  revenues  of  thofe  provinces 
fince  the  year  1722,  which  were  alfo  demanded  by  thc  embaflfador,  the  Russian  mi* 
niftry  alledged,  that  fo  far  from  drawing  any  advantage  from  thence,  the  govern* 
ment  had  been  at  a  great  expencc  in  the  fupport  of  them.    ^ 

In  confeqlience  of  this  treaty  now  made  with  TiEHMAS  kouli  khan,  her  impe- 
rial majefty  appointed  a  general  officer  to  accompany  the  Persian  commifTaries,  in 
order  to  fee  the  evacuation  of  the  countries  already  mentioned,  and  to  fix  the  boun- 
daries  of  the  two  dates ;  which  was  accordingly  done  foon  after.  The  embaflador  ' 
having  received  all  the  honors  due  to  his  charafter,  took  his  leave  of  the  emprefs 
the  13th  of  MARCH ;  and  the  court  bore  the  expence  of  his  journey  to  the  frontiers, 
according  to  cuftom.  The  emprefs  intended  to  fend  an  embaflador  to  Isfahan, 
to  compliment  the  young  shah  *»;  and  from  thence  to  proceed  to  thc  army,  in  or- 
der to  finifli  the  negotiations  with  TiEHMAS  kouli  khan,  which  the  Persian  mi- 
nilicr  had  already  begun. 

The  TURKS  had  not  yet  recovered  the  fhock  occafioned  by  the  defeat  of  topal 
osMAN  J  and  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  Persian  arms  during  the  preceding  year  had 
difhcartcncd  the  court  to  fuch  an  extreme  degree,  that  they  would  hardly  have  op- 
pofed  thc  enemy,  had  there  been  no  other  objeft  to  prefcrve  than  the  conquered 
'  provinces.  The  good  intelligence  between  the  Russians  and  the  Persians  at  the 
fame  time,  gave  great  umbrage  to  the  porte.  Thc  grand  signior  comforted 
himfelf  however,  in  hopes  of  an  accommodation  with  thc  Persians,  and  that  the 
lofs  of  GEORGIA  would  be  repaired  by  his  conquefts  in  Chriftendom  ;  the  fituation 
of  the  EUROPEAN  powers  at  that  time  feeming  to  facilitate  the  fuccefs  of  the  otto- 
man arms.  The  Persian  troops,  now  increafed  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
men,  kouli  khan  abfolutely  refufed  to  enter  into  terms  of  accommodation,  unlefs 

the 

*  I  have  already  given  fome  account  of  thefe  people  in  my  firft  volame ;  I  have  only  to  obferve  fur* 
tlier,  that  from  this  country  the  a l an 8  in  the  fifth  century  are  faid  to  have  fpread  themfelves  like  a 
flood  over  europb,  extending  their  conaueft  as  far  as  spa  in.  ^  We  nnd  afterwards,  that  the 

aussiAN  miniiieri  were  too  lenfible  of  the  changes  to  which  pbrsia  was  fubje^>  to  carry  this  defigo 
ioto  execution. 
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1735.  the  TURKS  would  not  only  yield  up  all  the  conquered  provinces,  but  alfo  pay  him 
the  charge  of  the  war. 

The  ottoman  court  was  continually  fending  troops,  ammunition,  and  money  to 
ALEPPO  and  TREBisoNDE,  from  whence  the  army  under  abdallah  kouproli,  ba- 
sh a  of  CAIRO,  was  fupplied-,  this  general  had  alfo  fuccours  from  cairo,  but  as 
yec  he  kept  clofe  in  his  intrenchments  in  Armenia.  The  turks  efteeming  this  as 
a  holy  war,  were  yet  in  fpirits  to  try  the  fortune  of  another  campaign ;  and  the 
GRAND  siGNiOR  gavc  orders  to  the  seraskier  kouproli,  to  give  battle  to  t^em- 
MAS  KOULi  KHAN,  a3  foon  as  he  Ihould  find  himfelf  fufficiently  reinforced. 

The  PERSIAN  general  having  fpent  the  beginning  of  this  year  in  reducing  ceor- 
ciA,  was  now  on  his  march  to  erivan.  Defis^ping  to  bring  the  turks  to  an  en* 
gagement,  he  fent  a  detachment  of  fifteen  thouland  men  towards  their  camp.  The 
SERA  SKIER,  immediately  concluded,  that  this  motion  could  be  made  with  no  other 
defign  than  to  reconnoitre  his  ficuation ;  he  therefore  fent  a  body  of  his  beft  cavalry 
to  meet  them,  and  after  a  (hort  (kirmilh  the  Persians  retreated  in  cbnfufion.  The 
SERASKIER  Unwilling  to  lofe  fo  apparent  an  advantage,  difpatched  more  troops  after 
them,  and  followed  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army,  making  forced  marches,  in 
hopes  to  intercept  their  junction  with  the  main  body  of  the  Persians. 

On  the  loth  of  june,  TiBHMAS  kouli  khan  appeared  with  forty  thoufmd  men 
in  the  valley  of  arpakavi,  fo  that  the  whole  force  with  him  did  not  exceed  fifty- 
five  thoufand.  I'he  seraskier,  on  the  other  hand,  had  an  army  confifting  of 
eighty  thoufand  men.  At  the  approach  of  the  turks,  the  Persian  general  broke 
up  his  camp  with  a  feerning  precipitation,  and  retired  towards  erivan.  After  fe- 
vcral  forced  marches,  being  arrived  at  the  ftreight  previouQy  defigned  for  the  aftion, 
he  concealed  a  body  of  his  men  in  a  wood,  whilft  another  ftrong  party  was  covered 
in  a  valley.     In  this  fituation  he  prepared  to  receive  the  turks. 

The  van  of  the  Turkish  army  thus  faw  themfelves  at  once  attacked  in  flank  and 
fear  by  the  Persians,  who  came  out  of  the  defiles;  and  the  aAion  became  very 
bloody.  The  ser  askier,  after  fighting  very  bravely  for  near  five  hours,  and  hav- 
ing two  horfes  killed  under  him,  at  length  met  the  fame  fate  as  his  predecefibr 
TOPAL  osman.  Befides  him,  fell  demir  basha,  and  mustapha  basha,  generals 
of  the  firft  rank;  the  laft  was  a  kinfman  of  the  grand  signior.  They  loft  alfo 
four  Other  bashas,  with  twenty  thoufand  men,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  were  kil- 
led, the  reft  taken  prifoners.  The  Persians  likewife  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
thirty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  with  the  military  cheft  and  baggage. 

This  viftory  was  obtained  the  cheaper,  as  the  rear  of  the  turks  could  not  corac 
up,  and  confequently  had  no  (hare  in  the  adlion.  Thelc  retired  as  foon  as  they 
found  their  van  totally  defeated  ;  but  they  were  followed  by  the  Persians  for  near 
three  leagues ;  infomuch  that  many  were  conftrained  to  fly  to  the  neighbouring 
cities,  and  others  into  the  mountains.  Abdallah  basha  carried  oflf  eight  thoufand 
TURKS  to  cars,  a  city  in  the  upper  Armenia. 

'      The 
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The  newsof  this  defeat  flung  the  whole  city  of  Constantinople  into  the  utmoft  17  25, 
confternation.  The  turks  concluded  frora  hence,  that  not  only  the  conquered 
'  countries  muft  fubmit,  but  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  the  whole  empire  to  con- 
tinue the  war  any  longer.  The  mu.fti  and  all  the  court  appeared  with  very  for- 
rowful  countenances.  Frefh  orders  were  therefore  fent  to*AeHMED,  basha  of  bag- 
DAT,  with  full  powers  to  negotiate  a  peace  with  TiEHMAS  kouli  khan.  The  friend-  - 
(hip  which  the  Persian  general  had  profefled  for  this  basha,  was»a  circumftance 
which  ferved  to  fupport  the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  ottoman  court;  the  basha 
had  alfo  acquired  fo  great  a  reputation,  that  his  enemies  as  well  as  his  partizans, 
often  ftiled  him  achmjjd  padisha  *.  Cara  achmed,  who  had  been  for  fome 
time  lieutenant  to  the  governor  of  bagdat,  a  good  fqldier,  and  well  verfed  in  the 
liberal  arts,  was  now  fent  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  seraskier  kouproli. 

T-«hma8  kouli  khan  was  no  fooner  matter  of  the  field,  than  he  difpatched  an 
officer  to  the  Russian  court,  to  inform  them  of  his  vidory-  The  defigns  which 
he  had  now  formed,  required  a  peace  with  the  turks  -,  but  he  ftill  promifed  to  do 
nothing  without  the  confent  of  the  emprefs  of  russia.  However,  if  we  may  judge 
from  the  event,  he  was  defirous  of  engaging  the  Russians  in  a  war  with  the  turks, 
as  the  moft  effeftual  means  of  promoting  his  own  defigns,  to  which  this  fecond  im- 
portant vidlory  did  not  a  little  contribute. 

After  this  battle  he  immediately  laid  fiege  to  erivan,  the  capital  of  Armenia  j 
the  garrifon  having  no  expeftation  of  fuccours,  foon  demanded  to  capitulate,  and 
were  permitted  to  retire  to  cars  ;  but  part  of  the  inhabitants  were  removed  into 
khorasan.  From  thence  he  fent  a  ftrong  detachment  to  erzeroum**;  and  by 
the  end  of  this  year's  campaign  he  recovered  aU  the  conquered  provinces. 

If  we  confiderto  what  a  wretched  ftate  pbrsia  had  been  reduced  fix  years  before, 
when  TiEHMAS  kouli  khan  appeared  at  the  head  of  her  forces,  we  muft  impute 
this  rapid  fuccefs  to  his  military  genius  and  fortune.  What  a  prodigious,  change 
was  it  for  a  country  devoured  by  rapine,  whofe  fubjedts  were  defpifed  abroad,  and 
plunged  into  miferies  at  home,  to  give  laws  to  a  powerful  monarchy  in  fo  fliort  a 
time!  It  is  natural  to  think,  that  in  the  height  of  his  triumphs,  asia  would  not 
have  bounded  his  conquefts,  had  his  paffion  been  only  for  military  glory ;  but 
cvtry  circumftance  of  his  condudl  proved  that  he  afpired  at  more  than  triumphs  j 
and  that  his  ambition  of  fovereignty  was  equal  to  that  of  conqueft ;  neither  of  which 
could  be  long  fupported  without  vaft  funds,  and  thefe  hardly  were  to  be  obtained 
by  purfuing  the  war  againft  the  turks. 

Before  we  enter  upon  the  relation  of  any  new  event,  we  muft  go  back  to  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  ottoman  court.  The  defeat  of  the  seraskier  kouproli  was  attended 
with  a  further  change  of  miniftry  at  Constantinople.  Ismael  basha,  the  grand 
vizir,  who  had  been  the  chief  advifer  to  profecute  the  war  with  Persia,  was  de- 
pofed  the  12th  of  july,  and  though  a  relation  of  the  grand  signior,  was  banifhed 
to  the  ifleof  candia^  mahommed  basha  fucceeded  him;  the  laft  was  alfo  ap- 
pointed 
•  The  emperor  aghmbd.  ^  At  irzeroum  the  peace  was  concluded  by  the  Persian  and 

TURKISH  mimiilers. 
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1735.  pointed  seraskibr  of  the  army  intended  to  be  fent  againfl:  the  Russians.  This 
minifter  accordingly  marched  out  of  Constantinople  in  great  pomp  and  ceremony^ 
with  the  ftandard  of  the  prophet  mahommed  carried  before  him.  The  Russians-, 
who  naturally  expedled  this  event,  were  very  vigilant  in  marching  an  army  early 
into  the  field;  infomuch,  that  asoph  was  befieged  before  the  turks  had  taken 
care  to  provide  a  fufficient  garrifon.  This  place  being  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
DON  on  the  palus  MifiOTTS,  and  communicating  with  the  black  sea,  the  laying 
fiege  to  it  created  great  alarms  at  Constantinople. 

The  minifters  of  the  feveral  chrHlian  potentates  intcrpofed  their  mediation,  to 
prevent  the  great  efFufion  of  blood,  which  the  Russian  war  muft  neceflkrily  occa- 
lion  i  but  the  turks  were  inexorably  bent  to  purfue  it.  Kouli  khan  pretended  k> 
make  it  an  article  in  the  peace  he  was  negotiating  with  the  turks,  to  include  the 
RUSSIANS.  This  was  a  minifterial  (Iroke,  which  anfwered  a  double  purpofe.  He 
knew  the  turks  were  entirely  averfe  to  it,  and  confequently  their  refufal  gave  him 
the  better  plea  to  make  his  own  terms ;  and,  at  the  lame  time,  he  fecretly  wifliod 
to  involve  his  new  friend,  as  well  as  his  old  one,  in  a  war  that  ihould  keep  them 
well  employed  for  fome  time,  whilft  he  purfued  the  favorite  projeias  which  he  had 
planned.  For  this  purpofe,  it  was  alfo  neceflary  to  ftart  all  the  difficulties  imagi- 
nable, in  order  to  protra<ft  the  iflue  of  the  conferences  at  erzeroum.  Abdil  bari 
KHAN,  the  PERSIAN  embaflkdor,  met  achmed,  basha  of  bagdat,  but  nothing 
could  be  concluded  this  year.  The  turks  made  no  difficulty  to  yield  up  and  re- 
ftore  aH  the  countries  conquered  from  per-sia  fince  the  time  of  shah  hussein, 
with  thofe  which  had  been  fcparated  from  that  empire  during  that  reign ;  but 
kouli  KHAN,  not  fatisSed  with  this,  made  pretenfions  on  bagdat,  and  demanded 
to  be  paid  the  expences  of  the  war* 

The  iflue  however  made  it  appear^  that  it  was  not  his  intentions  to  exaft  fuch 
rigorous  conditions,  but  to  gain  time,  and  difpofe  of  the  governments  of  all  the 
conquered  countries  in  a  fatisfaftory  manner.  He  alfo  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the 
RUSSIAN  court,  that  he  meant  to  profecutc  the  war,  notwithftanding  the  treaty  with 
the  TURKS  was  already  commenced. 
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F  R  O  M    T  H  E 

Electing  of  T^HMAS  KOULI 
KHAN   KING   OF  PERSIA   in    1736, 

»  I  L  L    H  I  S 

Return  from  his  memorable  expedition  int» 

INDIA  in  1740. 

C    H    A    P       1. 

^h^  ymng  shah  abas  dies.  The  Russians  evacuate  derbend,  and  yield  up  tbeit 
conquefts  in  Persia.  TiCHMAS  kouli  khan  declared  king.  Conditions  of  accept^ 
ing  the  diadem.  The  mullah  b  ashi  put  to  death.  Nadir  coins  money^  andfeizes 
4be  lands  of  $be  cburcb.    EdiS  concerning  tbefe£l  of  the  sunnis  and  schi  as. 

THE  beginning  of  this  year  ripened  the  plot.  Persia,  trembling  at  the  ef-  173^ 
fe6ts  of  her  own  conquefts,  law  herfelf  in  the  hands  of  an  ufurper,  whole 
military  abilities  rendered  him  the  idol  of  his  army.  The  young  prince 
ABAS,  who  was  of  a  completion  extremely  delicate,  died.  Whether  his  death  was 
intirely  according  to  the  courfc  of  nature,  is  not  declared :  it  is  probable,  however 
precarious  the  lire  of  this  infant-king  might  have  been,  that  fome  art  was  ufed,  in 
order,  that  fo  feeble  an  impediment  fhould  not^  obftruA  the  defigns  of  the  ambitious 

T^HMAS  kouli  KHAN. 

The  loth  of  march,  as  I  have  more  than  once  obferved,  is  the  Persians  new- 
year's  day,  when  it  is  the  cuftom  of  their  princes  to  aflemble  tlic  governors  of  the 
provinces,  and  demand  an  accotint  of  their  adminiftration.  This  was  a  favorable 
occafion  to  convoke  all  the  governors,  elders,  and  great  officers,  together  with  the 
generals  of  his  army,  in  order  to  communicate  the  fucceis  of  his  arms,  and  to  con- 
fult  what  further  meafures  were  neceflary  to  be  taken  for  the  common  good.  The 
rendezvous  was  appointed  in  the  plains  of  moghan,  near  the  banks  of  the  aras, 
where  he  had  aiTembled  the  greateft  part  of  his  forces,  confiding  of  near  an  hundred 
thoufand  men.    He  acquainted  the  nobles  and  governors,  that  the  reafon  of  calling 

X  X  2  them 
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^7i^'  them  together  was,  that  they  might  know  from  him  how  God  had  been  pleafed  to 
blefs  his  arms  with  fuccefs,  and  to  reftore  all  the  dominions  which  had  been  torn 
from  the  late  family  of  the  seffies.  That  he  had  delivered  Persia  from  the  yoke 
of  the  AFGHANS,  and  was  in  treaty  with  the  turks,  with  whom  he  hoped  foon  to 
make  fuch  a  peace  -as  would  be  agreeable,  fince  the  grakd  signior  muft  be 
obliged  to  accept  of  the  conditions  .which  he  ihould  preicribe.  That  he  had  alfo 
concluded  a  peace  with  the  Russians,  who  had  reftored  all  thofe  dominions  be- 
longing to  the  PERSIAN  empire,  which  they  had  gonquered  fourteen  years  before: 
in  Ihort,  that  he  had  left  nothing  to  be  done  except  the  conqueft  of  kandahar. 
But  as  it  was  neceflary  for  the  fupport  and  continuation  of  the  glory  of  the  mo- 
narchy, that  they  (hould  have  a  perfon  at  the  head  of  their  armies,  who  might  pre- 
vent fuch  fatal  confequences  as  they  experienced  in  the  preceding  reign^  and  as  it 
was  his  intention  to  enjoy  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  repofe,  he  defired  to  refign 
his  office  i  for  which  reafon  they  muft  make  choice  of  a  new  general.  Moreover, 
as  it  had  pleafed  God  to  deprive  them  of  the  young  abas,  they  muft  eleft  a  king 
alfo.  If  they  thought  shah  TiEHMAS  could  govern  them  with  valor  and  wifdom, 
they  had  only  to  recall  him  ;  but  if  he  was  not  capable,  they  muft  fix  their  choice 
upon  fome  other :  that  fo  important  a  bufinefs  required  mature  confidcration ;  he 
therefore  recommended  it  to  them,  and  defired  their  anfwer  in  three  days. 

There  was  hardly  a  fenfible  man  in  the  afTembly,  but  faw  through  the  thin  dif- 
guife  of  thefe  propofitions  ;  and  many  faw  it  with  indignation,  who  had  not  virtue 
enough  to  declare  their  real  fentiments.  Kouli  khan  retired  to  his  tent,  and  left 
the  deputies  to  their  own  contemplations :  he  ordered  that  they  (hould  be  enter- 
tained at  the  public  expence,  and  treated  with  all  the  refpeft  imaginable.  It  is  rea- 
fonable  to  prefume,  that  he  had  already  made  his  fentimenu  known  to  the  principal 
officers,  whilft  it  was  obvious  to  eve^y  common  foldier,  that  military  glory,  and 
a  defpotic  authority,  ,were  his  ruling  paffions.  The  great  care  and  tendernefs  which 
he  had  upon  all  occafions  fhewn  them,  neceflarily  engaged  their  wiQies  to  fee  him 
their  fovereign,  as  well  as  their  general.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  what  voice 
could  the  deputies  of  the  people  have,  but  fuch  as  was  agreeable  to  the  army  i 

The  three  days  being  expired,  the  deputies  waited  on  the  general  with  a  petition, 
rcprefenting,  **  That  as  God  had  been  pleafed  to  make  ufe  of  his  arm  to  reftore 
**  the  glory  of  the  Persian  monarchy,  none  was  fo  worthy  of  the  diadem  as  him- 
**  felf ;  that  their  lives  and  fortunes  were  redeemed  by  him,  and  to  him  therefore 
*'  they  ought  to  be  devoted** 

TiBHMAS  KOULI  KHAN  then  replied :  "  It  is  true,  that  fince  I  led  the  people  to 
"  battle,  divine  providence  has  been  pleafed  to  favor  my  defigns.  You  have  your- 
•*  felvesbeen  witneffes  of  the  amazing  fuccefs  of  the  Persian  arms.  It  was  not  my 
"  intention  however  in  calling  you  together,  to  receive  this  mark  of  your  gratitude ; 
•*  but  fince  heaven  has  decreed  that  my  feeble  arm  fhould  be  the  inftrument  of  that 
**  almighty  power  which  governs  all  things,  I  will  confent  to  your  propofal,  under 
••  certain  conditipns.  -  It  will  reft  on  yourfelves  to  fupport  your  own  choke,  and  af- 
••  fift  me  to  exalt  the  nation  to  as  high  a  pitch  of  glory  as  the  greateft  kings  of  the 
*•  former  ages  have  done.  But  if  you  will  make  me  your  king,  you  muft  remem- 
3  .  **  bcr 
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"  ber  to  comply  with  the  conditions  which  I  now  require;  Firft,  You  muft  make  1726 
<«  the  diadem  hereditary  in  my  family.     Secondly,  You  fhall  not  entertain  in  your  ' 

«  houfes  any  of  the  family  of  your  old  kings,  much  lefs  mention  any  thing  tending 
**  to  rebellion.  Andlaftly,  you  fliallnotcurfe  ojmar,  osman,  and  abubekir,  nor 
*«  obferve  the  tumultuous  meetings  at  the  commemoration  of  h»ssein's  death/ And 
«*  as  a  great  efFufion  of  blood  has  been  occafioned  by  the  religious  differences  of  the 
**  feftsof  thescHiAS  andsuNNiss  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  not  in  themfelves 
**  eflential,  an  affembly  of  the  priefts  (hall  be  called  to  regulate  thefe  differences.'* 

It  may,  I  think,  beprcfumed,  that  nadir  shah,  for  that  is  the  name  by  which 
we  muft  now  call  him,  elate  with  his  viftories  over  the  turks,  had  flattered 
himfelf  that  he  might  one  day  unite  the  Persian  and  ottoman  dominions  under 
the  fame  head.  But  although  this  dazling  objed  floated  in  his  imagination,  he 
could  fcarcely  hope  to  make  a  fpeedy  conqueft  of  the  minds  of  the  people,  or  that 
he  could  reign  over  both  nations,  whilft  they  remained  of  different  fe<5ts.  It  is  true, 
he  was  bred  a  sunni,  and  from  thence  might  feem  to  incline  that  way  ;  in  reality' 
the  tenets  of  both  parties  were  equally  indifferent  to  him. 

The  khans  and  deputies  of  all  the  provinces  came  readily  into  the  two  firft  arti- 
cles, which  feemed  more  particularly  to  regard  their  allegiance  to  their  new  fovc» 
reign.  As  to  the  commemoration  of  the  death  of  hussein,  the  fon  of  ali,  we  have 
already  explained,  that  this  fcftivaP  regarded  the  ecclefiaftical  government;  but 
fmce  it'  might  be  made  an  occafion  of  tumultuous  aflemblies,  injurious  to  his  in- 
tereft,  nadir  wifely  guarded  againft  it.     With  refpeft  to  the  laft  article,  they  de- 
fired  the  high  prieft'=  might  be  heard:  he  was  accordingly  brought  into  the  pre- 
sence of  the  new  fovereign,  where  he  fpoke  to  this  effeft :  **  It  is  not  for  earthly 
^*  princes  to  direft  in  what  manner  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth  ought  to  be  wor- 
*'  (hipped.     We  have  our  law,  as  delivered  down  by  divine  authority,  throut^h  the 
"  mediation  of  the  prophet'';  that  is  our  guide:  and  as  all  changes  in  relTgious 
"  matters  arefubjed  to  very  dangerous  confequences,  I  hope  no  means  will  be  taken 
"  to  fully  the  luftre  of  your  viftories,  by  a  ftep  fo  derogatory  to  the  welfare  of  the 
"  true  believers."     Such  a  fpeech  as  this,  might  have  eafily  fired  the  hearts  of  a 
people  naturally  inclined  to  enthufiafm  ;  but  perhaps  this  honeft  prieft  was  the  only  • 
man  who  dared  to  fpeak  his  mind ;  the  only  one,  at  leaft,  of  any  eminent  autho- 
rity, who  had  courage  to  check  that  imperious  fpirit,  which  already  fllewed  itfelf 
in  NADIR,  though  he  had  not  yet  received  the  enfigns  of  royalty :  but  as  if  heavea. 
had  marked  him  out  for  deliverance  from  the  cruel  bondage  of  nadir^s  government, 
he  was  foon  filenced  with  a  bow-ftring.     This  well-meaning  prieft  might,  however* 
have  checked  his  zeal ;  for  as  the  matter  was  to  be  referred  to  priefts  of  the  different 
fecfls,  the  confequence  was  very  natural,  that  it  would  remain  as  they  found  it :  nor 
did  the  tacit  confent  of  the  people  to  thefe  propofals,  produce  any  particular  effed:4 
with  regard  to  the  uniformity  of  religion. 

Th£ 

•  See  Vol  I.  page  232.  alfo  page  104,  of  this  volume.  To  this  we  may  add,  that  as  the  sunn/5> 
who  are  the  feft  of  the  turks,  acknowledge  the  khoran  as  expounded  by  the  dodors,  malbk,  shafi^ 
RANBAL,  and  AauL  HANiFA  :  fo  the  PERSIANS  or  SCH1A8  adhere  to  alt,  and  are  guided  by  theij 
own  IMAMS,  who  have  expounded  their  ecclefiaftical  law.  ^  See  page  104.  of  thii  volaoie^ 

«  Mullah  BASHi.  *  Mahomme^, 
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iyo6.  The  next  day,  being  the  i  ith  of  march,  the  general  was  proclaimed  king,  un- 
der the  name  of  nadir  shah  %  and  the  people  paid  him  homage  as  fuch,  which  he 
accepted  with  an  air  of  dignity  mixed  with  arrogance.  The  Armenian  patriarch, 
who  was  in  the  camp,  performed  part  of  the  ceremony,  by  buckling  on  his  fabre ; 
but  as  to  the  plume  '^  and  diadem,  which,  as  already  oblerved,  is  the  more  eflcntial 
mark  of  royalty,  he  chang^  it  himfelf  from  the  left-fide  to  his  right ;  as  if  he 
meant  to  (hew,  that  to  his  own  arm  only  he  was  indebted  for  his  exaltation. 

Thus  did  the  afpiring  genius  of  this  inftrument  of  divine  wrath  accomplifli  his 
end;  thus  did  he  reach  that  point  which  c^csar  could  not  attain;  tho*  in  valor, 
generofity,  and  ftrength  of  mind,  this  celebrated  roman  was  not  inferior  to  the 
PERSIAN  ufurper;  whilft  he  excelled  him  in  learning,  politencfs,  and  humanity,  to 
which  NADIR  indeed  had  no  pretenfions.  Cromwell  alfo  was  baffled  in  his  aim  at 
the  crown  of  England  ;  neither  his  (kill  nor  cunning,  nor  his  valor  nor  refolution, 
could  acquire  him  the  name  of  king.  Rome,  tho*  corrupt  to  an  extreme,  and  ripe 
for  a  change  of  that  form  of  government,  by  which  her  people  had  arrived  at  fo 
high  a  pitch  of  glory,  had  yet  Ibme  honeft  and  gallant  fpirits,  who  thought  the  kil- 
ling of  a  tyrant  warrantable,  at  leaft  not  fo  great  an  evil  as  flavery.  In  England, 
there  were  numbers  whofe  principles  were  untainted,  and  who  faw  the  error  which 
had  been  committed,  in  attempting  to  change  the  monarchy  into  a  republican  go- 
vernment. But  in  PERSIA,  ignorance  and  want  of  forefight,  with  univerfal  corrup- 
tion of  manners,  prepared  the  necks  of  the  people  for  the  yoke  to  which  they  now 
fubmitted ;  and  it  was  but  a  few  years  after,  that  they  faw  pyramids  of  human 
Jicads  erefited  on  that  fpot,  where  they  chofe  their  king  ^ 

Nadir  being  arrived  at  the  fummitof  his  ambition,  began  to  exert  that  bound- 
lefs  authority  with  which  he  was  inveftcd ;  however,  he  tempered  his  natural  ficrcc- 
nefs  and  cruelty  with  fome  tokens  of  munificence :  he  entertained  all  the  deputies  of 
the  people  for  three  days,  and  treated  them  with  great  civility ;  among  other  fhews 
and  amufements  in  the  camp,  as  that  of  (hooting  an  arrow  at  a  gold  plate,  which 
was  fixed  on  a  lofty  pole ;  thofe  who  (hot  down  the  mark  were  to  receive  it  is  a  re- 
ward of  their  ikilJ,  together  with  a  coat  of  honor. 

The  motto,  which  he  chofe  upon  this  occafion  for  his  fcal,  was  this : 

As  THE  jewel  was  FALLEN  OUT  OF  THE  RING  OF  FAME  AND  GLORY,  SO  GOD 
HAS  RESTORED  IT  IN  THE  NAME  OF  NADIR. 

The  coins  which  he  caufed  to  be  ftruck  had  thefe  infcriptions : 

NADIR  KING  OF  KINGS,    AND  GLORY  OF  THE  AGE. 

Another  was : 

Coins  proclaim  through  the  earth,  the  reign  of  nadir,  "The  king 
Who  CONQUERS  the  world. 

The 

*  The  PERSIANS  generally  put  the  title  of  shah  after  the  name*  tho'  Europeans  ufe  it  before  and 
after  indifferently.  »»  Thefe  are  of  the  feathers  of  black  herons  ftuck  into  a  tube,  fnpported  by  a 

ilud  of  precious  fiones.  «  See  Vol.  I.  page  232. 
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The  afljbmbly  were  at  length  difmifled,  to  appearance  very  well  fatisfied;  the  1736. 
priefts  only  refented  the  death  of  their  chief,  the  mullah  bashi,  and  the  little  re- 
gard which  their  new  fovcreign  (hewed  to  the  national  religious  tenets.  Nadir, 
who  did  nothing  by  halves,  was  determined  to  pull  off  the  maflc.  As  foon  as  he 
arrived  at  casbin,  whither  he  next  diredled  his  march,  he  convoked  all  the  eccle- 
iiaftics  of  the  city  and  neighbouring  countries,  and  demanded  of  them  in  what 
manner  the  revenues  of  the  church  were  employed  ?  They  anfwered,  in  the  fupport 
of  priefts,  colleges  and  mofaues,  in  the  laft  of  which  inccffant  prayers  were  offered 
to  heaven  for  the  fuccefe  of  the  arms  of  their  fovereigns ;  to  which  he  replied  t% 
this  cfFed :  **  It  is  certain  that  you  have  been  very  remifs  in  your  duty ;  and  that 
**  the  Almighty  is  not  pleafed  with  the  prayers  of  fuch  men  as  you  are.  It  is'now 
"  near  fifty  years  fince  the  empire  has  been  on  the  dedine,  and  was  at  length  plun- 
**  ged  into  the  deepeft  mifery,  till  the  victorious  inftruments  •  of  the  moft  wonderful, 
"  by  expofing  their  lives  for  its  defence  and  glory,  have  at  length  reftored  it.  [ 
"  Thefe  are  the  priefts  to  whofe  fervices  we  are  indebted ;  therefore  the  revenues  i 
"  and  lands  of  the  church  Ihall  be  appropriated  to  their  fupport  **." 

It  is  eafy  to  imagine,  what  impreffions  the  priefts  would  receive  from  being  pliin- 
deredof  all  their  revenues  ;  but  as  much  the  greateft  part  of  the  army,  particularly 
all  the  TARTARS,  were  of  the  fedt  of  the  sunnis,  they  treated  their  complaints 
with  derifion ;  whilft  the  people  in  general,  apprehending  that  they  fhould  be  re- 
lieved from  their  taxes,  in  proportion  as  the  church  revenues  were  applied  to  the 
fupport  of  the  army,  felt  no  great  reluftance  in  fubmitting.  Religion j  indeed, 
feemed  to  be  almoft  at  the  fame  low  ebb  as  morality,  or  they  never  would  have 
chofen  nadir  kouli  for  their  king.  He  left  the  people  howeverat  their  liberty, 
with  regard  to  the  fupport  of  priefts  at  their  own  expence,  but  continued  to  exaft 
a  conformity  to  the  sunnis,  agreeably  to  what  he  had  mentioned  In  the  plains  of 
MOGAN  i  and  for  this  purpofe  hepubHlhed  the  following  edift  : 

TJbe  decree  to  unite  tbe^  two  feiis  of  the  schias  and  the  sunnis,-  which- divide  the 

PERSIANS  and  the  turks. 

*^  All  in  high  ftations,  thesEDR  ^  of  great  power,  the  governor,  minifters  of  the 
•**  law,  and  learned  men  of  the  royal  refidencc  of  Isfahan,  being  exalted  through 
"  the  king's  favor,  fliallKNOw,  that  while  the  abode  of  our  enfigns,  on  which  vic- 
'*  tory  attends,  was  at  mogan  ^  it  was  agreed,  that  according  to  the  ancient  cuf- 
**  torn  tranfmittcd  down  to  us.  by  our  predecefibrs  in  the  religion,  as  explained  by 
**  hanifa*  and  jaffer^  from  henceforth  we  do  acknowledge  the  direfting  ca- 
**  liphs  «,  in  whom  the  moft  high  is  well  pleafed,  as  the  fucceflbrs  of  the  chief  of 
*•  meflcngers  * ;  and  that,  whenever  there  is  occafion  for  it,  the  people  fhall  mention 
**  the  names  of  the  four  with  great  refpeft.  - 

«  But,  > 

*  His  army.  ^  What  thefe  revenues  amonnted  to,  my  aathorities  do  not  tell  me;    If  it  was 

one  million  fterlingj  it  bears  one  fifth  proportion  to  the  whole  revenue,  according  to  the  calculation  in 
Vol.  J.  page  297.  '  The  sbdr  is  a  perfon  of  authority  in  the  empire,  who  has  the  management 

of  church  laods,  amd  of  the  revenues,  for  the  maintenance  of  public  fchools,  falaries  to  learned  men,  and 
other  pious  ufes.  ^  The  plains  where  he  was  chofen  king.  «  Hani  pa,  one  of  the  four 

TURKISH  dodors,  famous  for  expounding  the  mahommedan  law.  '  Jafper,  one  of  the  • 

IMAMS  or  prophets,  whofe  opinion  the  sunnis  pay  the  greateft  regard  (o.  s  Abubeksr,  omar» 

osMAN,  and  A  Li.  ^  Mauommsd.. 

S  ' 
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1'736.  "  But,  whereas  in  fome  places  of  thefe  kingdoms,  at  the  time  of  calling  to, 
'*  prayers,  and  (landing  up  to  pray,  the  people  mention  thefe  words,  ali,  the  friend 
*' -of  GODS  according  to  the  ufual  praftice  of  thescHiAS^,  but  contrary  to  thofe 
*'  who  are  of  orthodox  faith.  This  we  declare  to  be  repugnant  to  the  true  reli- 
**  gion,  and  contrary  to  the  agreement  and  covenant  entered  into.  Befides,  it  is 
*'  apparent  to  the  world,  that  as  the  prince  of  the  faithful,  the  lion  of  God,  the 
*'  vidorious  %  is  eleft,  praiied,  and  acceptable  to  the  Lord  of  glory  ;  his  rank  and 
*'  intereft  at  the  court  of  unity,  will  not  be  increafed  by  vulgar  teftimony,  nor  the 
"  full  moon  of  his  power  diminilhed  by  the  omiflion  of  thefe  words.  But  the  ill 
♦'  confequcnce  of  this  form  is,  that  both  feds'*,  who  equally  acknowledge  the 
*'  chief  and  prophet"  of  both  worlds,  are  provoked  to  animofiaes,  which  are 
"  offenfive  to  the  prophet,  and  to  the  prince  of  the  faithful  ^  Therefore,  as  foon 
*'  as  this  high  edid  is  promulged,  let  all  muflulmen,  high  and  low,  the  callers  to 
•*  prayer  in  the  cities,  their  dependencies,  and  adjacent  countries,  know,  that  from 
*'  this  day  henceforth,  thefe  words  S  which  differ  from  the  orthodox  cuftom,  fliall 
*'  not  be  mentioned.  It  is  alfo  ufual  with  governors  in  their  aflemblies,  after  their 
*'  prefatory  prayer  S  to  fay,  may  the  king,  from  whom  all  our  fortune  flows,  live 
**  for  ever.  As  a  prayer  for  perpetuating  a  morul  man  is  vain,  and  of  no  effed,  we 
**  command  that  every  khan*,  who  is  mafter  of  a  drum  ^  and  enfign,  fay  it  in  this 
•'  manner,  thanks  to  the  true  king  for  all  benefits.  From  henceforward,  let  all 
"  perfons  obferve  thefe  fettled  regulations  and  written  orders :  for,  whofoever  de- 
"  viates  from  them,  will  incur  the  difpleafurc  of  the  king  of  kings.  Written  in 
**  the  month  safer,   i  149  *." 

Whatever  policy  might  induce  nadir  to  make  a  difference  in  the  form  of 
prayer^  it  feems  to  have  betrayed  him  into  an  abfurdity.  He  might  apprehend  his 
intereft  to  be  concerned  in  being  acknowledged  the  "  true  king  i"  yet  his  obfer- 
vation  on  perpetuating  a  mortal  man,  feems  to  be  more  vain,  than  the  thing  itlelf, 
which  he  calls  fo ;  fince  "  living  for  ever,"  can  only  allude  to  immortality  after 
death  i  or,  according  to  the  eaftern  manner,  the  longeft  period  of  life. 

*  Is  always  annexed  by  the  schias  to  the  kblmah,  viz.  there  is  but  one  God,  mahommed  is  his 
prophet,  and  ali  his  friend.  ^  The  fed  of  the  pbrsians.  *  Mortisa,  ali's  titles. 

*  ThesvNKis  andscHiAA.  *  Mahommbd.  ^  Mortisa  ali.  a  Ali,  the 

friend  of  God.  '^Fattaha  and  tokbir,  is  a  prefatory  prayer,  which  is  generally  the  firft 

chapter  of  the  khoran .    To k b i a  is  repeating  three  times  thefe  words,  allah,  akbah,  God  is  greated, 
before  the  kblmah  above-mentioned.  '  I  prefume  that  the  order  extended  to  ^  perfons  to 

ufe  this  form.  ^  Tabal,  or  fmall  druin,  which  general  officers  ordinarily  wear  £xf»  to  their 

faddki.  '  JuNB,  1736. 
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C    H    A    P.        TI. 

Nadir  sukHfHarches  to  casbin,  and  fends  an  embajfador  to  turkey.     The  aRANp 
signiorV  orders  to  achmed  rasha  concerning  peact.     Ml  the  conquered  provinces 
yielded  up  to  Persia.     Nadir  shah  marches  to  Isfahan.     Great  preparations 
.  f6r  an  expedition  againji  k andah ar. 

THOUGH  h  was  irtipoffiHe  thii  edift  dould  meet  witk  tiniverfil  approba-  ^736. 
tion,  wc  do  not  find  chat  any  remoriftranccs  were  made  againft  it.  It  was 
a  very  politic  ftep  upon  the  whole,  as  it  was  not  only  contfrived  to  avoid  ex- 
penfive  and  bloody  wars  with  the  turks^  but  alfo  calculated  to  continue  the  diadeni 
in  his  own  family,  who  were  well  known  to  be  sunn  is ;  and  according  to  thtf  for- 
mer coriftitution  of  the-cmpire,  would  otherwife  find  it  as  difficult  to  eftaUifli  a  li- 
near fucceflion,  a(s  a  roman-catholic  prince  in  a  proteftant  country. 

Nadir,  durinjg  his  ftay  at  casbin,  took  the  ufual  oath,  *'  To  govern  the  people 
•*  according  to  trie  laws  of  God,  as  revealed  by  his  prophet  MAHOACurED  ;  &hd  to 
^  prt)tea  and  defend  the  Persians  agamfl:  all  their  enemies.**  From  hence  hfc' 
difpdtchcd  a  minifter  to  the  ottoman  court,  to  acquaint  them  of  his  aCceffion  to' 
the  throne;  he  alfo  ordered  anothei*  to  the  court  of  st.  Petersburg  for  the  fame 
purpofe.  The  empreft  of  Russia  in  return,  ordered  her  reOdtnc  in  PBitsf  a  to  pre- 
fent  her  congratulations  5  and  prefuming  that  he  had  already  made  peace  with  the 
TURKS,  flie  demanded  what  the  conditions  of  it  were,  that  A6  might  fee  tf  there' 
Was  any  thing  contrary  to  the  treaty  which  (he  had  lately  concluded  with  the  pb^^ 
51  AN  empire.  Nadir  ftill  perfiftcd,  **  Th^thcwoald  enter  into  no  accommoda^ 
*'  tions  with  the  turks  injurious  to  the  intereft  of  her  imperial  majcfty :  that  if 
"  his  minifters  had  done  any  thing,  it  was  without  his  orders ;"  though^  at  the 
iame  time,  the  cmbafl^or  appointed  for  turkey  was  one  of  bis  prime  counfellore 
«nd  favorites. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Turkish  inimftry  endeavored  to  perfoade  the  people, 
that  in  confideraiion  of  then'  yielding  up  all-thc  conquered  provinces,  rfie  Persians 
would  make  a  diverfion  in  their  favor  againft  the  Russians,  who,  during  this  in- 
terval, had  made  thcmfelves  mailers  of  a2oph.  The  grand  sigkior,  who  feared 
:NAiJiirf  when  her  was  only  general  of  the  forces  of  Persia,  w^s  the  rtiore  de6rous  of 
cultivating  a  good  underftanding  with  him,  now  that  he  was  e}ca}tGd  to  the  throne 
of  that  empire. 

It  was  already  expeAod,  that  n^aDir  wtJiild  tuxtihis  amrstbwartyiJhJi-A ;  but  xm 
the  prefent  fitiuation  of  his  afl^irs,  it  was  by  no  means  convenient  to  give  either  \ 
the  RUSSIANS  or  the  turks  any  caufe  to  believe,  th*  he  meditated  an  cntfctprize 
tigainft  a  country  at  fo  ^reat  a  (Sftance.  The  former  had  reafon  to  complain  of  his 
H:onduft,  in  regard  to  his  treaty  with  the  turks  ;  whilfr  thefc  were  compelled' only 
by  the  neceffity  of  their  affeirs,  to  firbmit  to  terms  which  they  thought  highly  in*- 
jurious  to  their  honor  and  intereft.  Hence  he  judged  it  necefTary  to  pratfHife  all  his 
arts  to  prevent  thoferefentmentt)  which  might  have  obftru£ted  his  favorite  ^defign. 

V01..U.  Yjr  Tm 
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1736.  The  grand  signsor  no  fooner  received  nouceof  nadi&^s  being  adv^ced  to 
the  throne  of  Persia,  than  he  repeated  his  orders  to  ACMMEDt  basha  of  bagdat» 
to  conclude  the  treaty  already  begunat  erzbrouM.  On  his  part  he  fern  ohentch 
ALf  basha  to  that  city;  whilll  nadir  shah  appointed  abdul  baki  khan  as  his 
embaflador  to  Constantinople.  The  orders  which  achmed  basha  leoehrcd  frota 
the  ottoman  court  were  couched  in  the  following  terms : 

**  The  moft  honoured  and  re(peAed  minifterjof  the  empire,  mod  renowned,  wiie» 
^<  and  trufty  coiinfellor,  the  moft  happy  achmed  basha,  our  sbraskier  and  ▼!« 
*'  zir  in  ASIA,  whofe  fame  and  ielia^  is  everlafting,  (ball  know.  That  oertain 
^  differences  have  happened  between  our  fublime  and  exalted  court,  and  the  king* 
^  dom  of  PERSIA,  which  have  been  the  caufe  of  immenfe  lofles  and  fuffcnngs  to 
^*  the  inhabitants  of  the  iirontiers,  inlbmuch,  that  many  diftrids  are  entirely  ruined. 
^  As  we  arc  moved  with  the  moft  tender  compaflion  i  and  defirous  to  eftablifh  a 
^*  lafting  tranquillity ;  we  have  refoived  to  make  thefe  reciprocal  lolKs  the  occafion 
^  of  a  ftrid  friend(hip  ^.  thus  to  obey  the  orders  of  providence,  and  pielerve  the 
•*  people  from  mifery. 

^*  We  have  already  informed  you  of  our  defign  to  enter  into  a  convendon  with 
^  his  renowned  majjefty  the  shah,  who  (hines  as  saturn,  and  whofe  vows  are 
*<  heard  by  the  Almighty.  The  treaty  made  by  our  predeceflbr  amurath  the 
**  IVth.  is  propoiod  as  the  foundation  of  this  convention.  We  have  learnt  from 
*^  your  letters,  that  the  moft  famous  and  happy  shah  is  difpoied  to  reform  the 
^^  errors  of  the  religion  of  PER3iA,  and  has  ag^d  that  feveral  articles  concerning 
^*  the  faith  (hall  be  inferted  in  the  treaty.  As  the  two  courts  have  propoied  to 
^*  conclude  this  covenant,  the  illuftxious  abpul  baki  khan,  on  the  part  of  the  ' 
*^  shah,  is  invefted  with  the  chara£ber  of  embal&dor  for  this  purpofe.  We  agree 
^'  to  the  three  following  articles  1 


4C 


L  That  henceforward  the  Persians  fhati  be  at  liberty  to>i£t  the  tomb  of 
^'  MECCA,  and  other  religious  places,  without  impediment,  and  Ifaall  be  free 
^*  of  all  dotics  whatfoever :  and  in  order  that  every  article  (hall  be  exad:ly  ob- ' 
^*  fervecl,  a  plenipotentiary  on  our  part  (hall  always  re(ide  at  the  i|>lendid 
^'  court  of  isFAHAH  y  and  one  on  the  behalf  of  the  shah  (hall  remain  at  ouc 
*^*  court.  . 

11.  That  the  shah,  as  a  puteefie^  of  the  greatnels  of  his  foul,  will  cau(b  the 
*^  differences  ia  religion  to  ceate,^  by  aboliflung  the  fed  of  the  schjas,  and 
^*  for  the  futttre  tolerating  only  the  svNNris,  who  acknowledge  the  ibur  fuc- 
**  ceflbrsof  mahommed,  abubbkbr,  omar,  osman,  and  ali,  to  the  dxT 
^  that  there  aiay  not  be  any  £airther  di4>utes  about  religion. 

lU.  AvTER  the  shah  (hall  have  reyeftablilhed  gpod  order  in  hiis  domimons» 
^*  and  extirpated  the  schias,  from  whence  arofe  eternal  diibrders  and  difputes 
*^  concerning  the  oublic  exercile  of  religtont  and  (hall  have  acknowledgjed  us, 
^  the  fucceflbr  or  mahommed,  wc  flail  on  our  part  acknowledge  him  ai 
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'  *^  And  notwithftanding  that  we  have  already  given  you  this  full  power,  we  au-  1736. 
**  thorifc  you  again  happily  to  conclude  the  treaty  with  the  embaflador  abdul  baki 
•*  KHAN,  in  the  place  which  you  (hall  chufe  to  make  the  exchange;  and  after- 
**  wards,  you  are  to  fend  the  treaty  to  our  fplendid  court  by  the  vizir  korman 
*'  WALEY,  who  will  conduA  the  embaflador  abdul  baki  khan,  with  all  his  atte'nd- 
^^  ants^  For  this  purpofe  we  have  diipatched  capidusi  basha  to  condud  him 
**  hither,  and  defray  his  expences  on  the  road. 

"  When  you  Ihall  have  received  the  prefent,  and  comprehended  the  contents  of 
**  this  commilEon  5  above  all  exert  yourielf  to  eftablifii  a  good  underftanding  be- 
"  twcen  the  two  courts.  The  prayers  of  the  faithful  will  aid  you  in  attaining  the 
'•  extirpation  of  the  fe6t  of  the  schias,  and  to  exclude  from  the  treaty  the  unbe- 
"  lieving  Russians.  By  this  means  you  may  expeft  the  exalted  favor  of  our  nia- 
*'  jefty,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  all  true  believers.  Thefe  are  our  orders,  by 
*'  which  you  are  to  regulate  yourfdf.  Given  the  8th  of  the  month  zilchildesi, 
*^  ii48\  I,  CASi  ASKER  MAHOMMED,  a  fervant  of  the  true  God,  do  attell  that 
**  this  copy  is  according  to  the  original  of  the  sultan." 

Th«  conferences  at  erzerovm  ftill  continued,  and  tho*  the  turks  fiibmitted  to 
every  thing  which  the  shah  fcemed  inclined  to  ihfift  upon,  yet  nothing  was  finally 
determined.  Abdul  baki  khan  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Constantinople, 
where  he  continued  to  praftife  the  arcs  of  evafion,  no  doubt  by  the  inftruftion  of . 
his  matter.  The  ottoman  court  was  extremely  offended  at  this  conduft ;  but  as 
peace  was  abfolutely  neceflary,  near  the  clofe  of  the  year  the  treaty  was  concluded. 
Nadir  was  acknowledged  as  fovcreign  of  Persia.  All  the  conquered  provinces 
were  yielded  back  to  that  emfMre;  and  a  full  permiflion  was  granted  for  the  Per- 
sians to  vifit  the  tomb  of  m  ahommed.  The  laft  article  was  however  of  Very  little 
moment,  fmce  the  true  policy  of  the  Persian  ftate  was  to  prevent  their  fubjefts 
from  making  that  pilgrimage. 

In  the  meanwhile,  nadir  marched  with  his  army  from  casbin  to  Isfahan, 
Vith  a  view  to  fettle  the  interior  government  of  the  empire.  This  was  not  the  place 
^hich  he  defired  moft  to  favor;  however  its  fituation  with  regard. to  the  turks 
and  the  Russians,  and  fome  alfe6lation  of  popularity,  with  refpeft  to  the  ancient 
metropolis  of  the  empire,  drew  his  attention.  His  natural  inclination  to  avarice, 
turned  his  thoughts  to  the  encouragement  of  commerce ;  in  which,  however,  he  had  ' 

not  the  leaft  (kill,  nor  patience  to  fee  things  brought  to  maturit]^.  The  intereft  of 
the  ARMENIANS  began  to  revive.  The  diftinAioil  of  christian  and  m ahommedan 
was  weakened,  not  only  as  a  confequence  of  the  confulion  which  had  long  reigned 
in  PERsiAy  but  alfo  as  an  efie<ft  of  blending  the  two  iedls  of  the  suni^is  ^d 
^chiaS. 

A  careless  indulgence,  as  well  as  a  fierce  per^ution,  fcem  equally  dcftruftive 
of  true  religion.  Moral  duties,  and  mutual  cocrfidences,  are  the  natural  effeds  of  re- 
ligion,  and  as  eflential  to  the  encouragement  of  commerce,  a»  to  the  fupport  of  a 
ftate  in  general.     What  profpedt  then  had  the  PSRSiANt  of  a  h^py  reigji)  under 
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1756.    i  man  whole  whole  life  had  been  guided  by  principlet  diametricaUy  oppofite  t»  diefe 
dudes? 

The  infatiable  avarice  o£  the  eunuchs  and  nunillers  of  the  weak  and  unfortunate 
HUSSEIN,  had  fuffeced  many  of  the  public  buildings  in  Isfahan  to  fall  to  decay, 
and  private  houfes  were  in  no  better  condition  •  ^  the  Afghans  had  not  repaired 
them,  nor  was  nadir  inclined  to  recommend  any  expence  of  that  nature.  Tht 
lame  paillon  of  covetoufnefs  pofleflfed  his  breaft,  as  it  had  done  tbofe  of  the  eunuchs  ia 
the  former  reign,  though  the  objeds  they  purfued  were  very  difiercnt.  However, 
he  caufed  the  wdls  to  be  repaired,  and  put  the  city  in  a  better  ftate  oi  defence.  He 
alfo  made  a  diftribution  of  leveral  lancls,  in  order  to  their  cultivation,  referving  to 
himfelf  a  conliderable  part  of  their  produce.  To  thole  whom  poverty  had  reduced 
to  the  lowcft  ebb,  he  caufed  grain  to  be  given,  alfo  fuch  fmall  fums  as  were  neoef- 
fary  to  provide  the  utenfils  of  hulbandry.  Thus  he  confulted,  in  Ibme  meafure, 
what  was  ellential  to  the  fupport  of  the  ftate ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  the  chief  ob* 
je6l  of  his  care  was  the  maintenance  of  his  army. 

Though  the  late  campaign  had  been  attended  with  fuch  great  fuccefs,  yetthe 
common  accidents  of  war  had  leflened  the  number  of  his  forces ;  for  which  realbn, 
he  lent  into  all  parts  for  recruits.  This  diftrelied  the  inhabitants  in  a  double  refped, 
as  thofe  fit  to  bear  arms  were  the  moft  proper  for  hufbandry ;  and  the  more  his 
army  was  augmented,  the  greater  necefllty  he  was  under  for  a  large  fupply  of  money. 
Agriculture,  manufadtures,  and  commerce  in  general,  had  been  declining  very  fall 
ibme  years  before  the  fatal  invalton  of  the  Afghans  ;' during  their  reign,  the  ftate 
was  plunged  ftill  deeper  in  milery ;  and,  fince  their  expulfion,  fcar^e  any  thing  had 
been  heard  but  the  din  of  war. 

There  is  fomething  amazingly  produAive  of  iatJsfa<5tion  in  the  notion  of  conquelL 
Every  fut^edl  in  a  military  government,  is  apt  to  raife  himfelf  in  his  own  efteem, 
in  proportion  to  the  achievements  and  vidtories  of  his  Ibvereign  i  tho*  fuch  vi£borie$^ 
may  be  the  very  occafion  of  their  milery.  Nadir  had  indeed  made  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs  in  his  conqueft ;  but  this  ferved  only  to  delude  the  people  with  an  imaginary 
felicity,  no  longer  durable  than  the  firft  tranlport  of  a  tumultuous  joy. 

The  fums  which  nadir  wanted  for  the  prolecution  of  his  defigns  were  very  con* 
iiderable,  and  could  not  be  colledted  without  the  utmoft  leverity.  He  therefore 
fent  hist>fficers  ^  to  ail  the  cities  and  provinces  in  the  empire,  where  money,  pro- 
vidons,  horlcs,  arms,  or  any  of  the  implements  of  war  could  be  procured  ^  charging 
them  to  execute  their  comnMOions  with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  as  the  clofe  of  the  year 
was  appointed  for  his  intended  expedition* 

It  is  reafonaWe  to  prefume,  that  he  had  projedted  the  confqueft  of  the  moghol*$ 
empire.  What  encouragement  he  had  to  expeft  fuccefs,  we  fhall  have  occafion  to 
relate.  In  the  height  of  his  vidipries  over  the  turks,  he  would  fearce  have  dircd- 
ed  his  arms  a  diS^c^rent  way,  without  good  alTurance  that  this  enterprize  was  prac- 
ticable.   He  made,  indeed,  noother.proleffion  than  that  of  fabduing  the  afchans 

of 

*  See  Vol  I.  page  15;^  156.       ^  MiiBAB9iL8,.or€olleaonortaxes>  and  oti^.fiich  kind  oCda^. 
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of  KANDAKAR ;  M  Undertaking  by  no  means  below  his  charafter  as  a  great  captain.  ^73^* 
Pjirsia  was  delivered  from  the  yoke  of  thofe  people,  but  not  revenged.  Their  iri- 
vafion  was  confidered  as  a  rebellion,  and  as  fuch  ought  to  be  chaftiled ;  nor  were 
thefe  people  in  therofelves  a  contemptible  enemy,  cither  with  regard  to  their  num- 
bers, their  fituation^  or  their  bravery.  Hussbin  khan,  the  brother  of  maghmud, 
who  enjoyed  the  fbvereignty  of  kandahar,  had  refufed  to  come  into  Persia,  at 
the  fummons  which  nadir  ient  to  him  i  and  as  he  had  put  himfelf  in  a  condi- 
tion of  defence,  it  was  very  plain  he  meant  to  fupport  the  independency  of  the 

AFGHANS* 

Aftbr  the  condufion  of  the  peace  with  the  Turks,  nadir  fent  another  embafla^ 
dor  to  the  grand  signior,  with  feveral  magnificent  prefents,  among  which  was  an 
elephant  of  a  very  extraordinary  fize.  Having  therefore  nothing  to  apprehend 
&om  any  o£  his  neighbours ;  the  end  of  this  year  he  prepared  to  fet  out  on  his 
eaftern  expedition. 


CHAP.        III. 

AlfiucinS  account  of  the  incur/ion  of  the  maharrattas,  and  the  enmity  iettoeen 
NIZAM  At  MULUCK,  govirnoT  of  DECCAN,  tf»i.DEVRAN  KHAN,  the firfi  mimfttr 
^MAHOMMED  SHAH,  empcTor  of  HiNDOSTAN,  fvttb  the  general fidtc  of  hij  court . 

•  from  1720  to  1736,  preparatory  to  the  expedition  t?/ nadir  shah  into  india. 

BEFORE  we  enter  upon  a  relation  of  the  famous  march  of  nadti^  ahah  into  « 
INDIA,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  a  fliort  account  of  the  fituation  of  affairs  at  . 
that  time  in  the  moghol*s  empire. 

In.  1720,  SULTAN  IBRAHIM  having  rebelled  againft  mahommbd  shah  of  india, 
ABDALLAH  KHAN  general  to  the  former  took  occafion  to  pillage  the  rich  throne  of 
the  MOGHOL  *'  of  its  diamonds,  and  raifed  a  great  army.  This  general  was  foon  de^- 
fcated,  and  taken  prifoner**  j  the  young  sultan  was  confined,  and  the  government 
ftemed  to  be  again  eftabliflicd.    Some  time  after  nizam  al  muluck%  governor  of  . 

DECCAN,    , 
*  Thh  throne  was  made  bysHABjfiHAN,  and  reported  to  havecoft  eleven  millions  fterling.        ^  This 
general  died  fome  months  anerwards  of  his  wounds,  and  it  is  remarlcable  that  forty-five  women  of  hia 
wlves^  concubines,  relations,  and  domeftics,  bomt  themielyes  in  one  room,  the  day  after  his  death.    For- 
merly, none  bot  the  wives  of  the  brahmins  or  indi  an  priefts  had  this  barbarous  privilege;  but  ilnce  the    * 
f overnment  has  devolved  upon  the  a  a  j  a  s ,  it  has  been  often  praflifed  for  fome  of  the  wives  of  princes  and 
odiers  to  bum  themfelves  when  their  huibands  die.  Some  of  theie  princes  are  independent  of  the  moch  ol» 
and  govern  diftin£l  tribes,  called  aAjjPouTS,  who  are  eft^emed  the  beftibldiers  in  india.  ThiscnfTom 
of  burning  is  fliidly  forbid  by  the  mabommidan,  which  is  the  eftabbflied  religion  i  bat  fome  of  the 
ai.YD  and  pattan  families,  tbxoajh  the  mere  force  of  pride  fall  into  diis  cuflom ;  and,  to  evade  the 
laws,  fet  their  apartments  on  flames,  ana  that  deftroy  themfelves.    There  is  no  compnlfton  to  this  facrx- 
fice  in  any  pact  of  indi  a  ;  but  the  minds  of  the  people  are  fo  Arongly  tainted  with  an  opinion  of  fts  be* 
lag  honoiirable  to  the  furviving  relations  of  the  party,  that  money  has  been  often  ^iven  to  obtain  thci 
Gonfent  of  a  governor  for  the  lu^Oty  of  defif eying  ^einfidics.       <  Thia  word  figmfies  him  who  p8t4..> 
the  empire  in  order. 
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1736,  DECCAN  s  grown  too  powerful  for  a  fubjed,  could  not  be  contained  within  the 
bounds  of  duty,  but  appropriated  the  revenues  of  his  province  towards  the  maii^ 
tenance  of  an  army,  which  lie  employed  in  fubjeding  the  adjacent  countries. 

Hb  pretended  to  keep  the  maharrattas  ^  from  making  inroads  into  the  domi^ 
nions  of  the  mochol.  Thefe  people  had  impofed  a  heavy  tribute  on  their  neigh- 
.bours,  and  uken  poQefllon  of  feveral  places  of  confcquence.  They  made  inoirfioBS 
as  far  as  the  province  of  malva,  killed  the  governor,  and  ieized  all  his  treafiuts. 
From  thence  they  dircdtcd  their  courfe  to  guzurat,  the  inhabitants  of  which  they 
created  as  conquered  people ;  after  which  they  returned  eaftward  as  far  as  gualiar, 
laying  the  country  under  contribution.  The  peafants  implored  the  proce&ion  of 
the  emperor,  and  the  whole  court  was  under  great  alarms* 

The  great  mochol  therefore  ordered  an  army  to  be  raiied  i  and  devraw 
Khan  %  his  firft  minifter  and  alfo  his  vizir  with  feveral  other  omras^  were  ap- 
pointed to  command  it.  Inftcad  of  giving  batde  to  the  maharrattas,  whole 
numbers  were  much  inferior  to  the  emperor's  troops,  they  made  a  compofition  to 
pay  a  founh  part*  of  the  revenues  of  dehlie,  on  condition  that  they  would  retire, 
and  lay  down  their  arms.  Thele  lords  then  returned  home  in  purfuit  of  their  plea* 
fures.  The  whole  court  was  devoted  to  amufement,  and  appeared  in  fome  meafure 
in  fuch  circumltances  as  that  of  shah  hussein  had  lately  b^n,  in  fersia. 

TflE  pufillanimous  condud  of  theiie  generals,  was  the  occafion  that  bajer  au,  at 
the  head  of  his  maharrattas,  took  up  arms  again  the  next  year,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  contribution  agreed  for  had  been  pundually  paid.  They  plundered  many 
places,  and  intended  to  march  as  far  as  akbar  abad  .  Upon  this,  devran  khan 
and  the  vizir  marched  againft  them  a  fecond  time,  and  got  up  with  them  a  lirde 
after  they  pafled  the  river  jumna,  intending  to  penetrate  the  province »  of  saadit 
khan.  But  this  general  having  notice  of  their  defign,  marched  againft  them  with 
a  great  force,  and  defeated  them.  Devran  khan  and  the  vizir  having  joined 
SAADiT  KHAN,  purfufed  the  maharrattas,  who  were  intercepted  by  a  ftrong 
body  of  MOGHOLS,  and  put  to  flight.  The  ofience  which  saadit  khan  took  at 
the  compromife  made  by  devran  khan  with  thefe  free-booters,  cogether  with 
the  great  opinion  he  had  conceived  of  his  own  merits  were  the  chief  occafion  of  his 
retiring  to  his  province  difcontented. 

In  the  mean  time,  mahommed  shah  was  not  ignorant  that  nizam  al  mvluck 
was  the  real  author  of  thefe  diforders  •,  which  it  would  hardly  be  poflible  to  prevent, 
unlefs  he  returned  to  court.  The  emperor  therefore  fent  him  an  invitation  under 
the  ftrongeft  affurances,  not  only  of  fecurity  to  his  perfon,  but  alio  that  nothiog 

(hould 

•  It  i«  fometimes  wrote  dekibn.  ►  Thefe  people  are  fometimes  called  gamms;  they  inhabit 

the  hither  india.  «  He  was  the  pay  maimer  general  of  the  empire,  whom  they  call  bukhibi. 

«•  OnaA  is  the  plural  of  bmr,  fignifying  prince  or  great,  a  title  given  ta  peHbns  of  the  firft  rank  m 
tVDf  A,  as  already  explained  :  tbit  word  is  alfo  wrote  umbras.  «  This  they  call  chot,  a  oi- 

bute  wU.h  hoi  been  often  attempted  to  be  impofed  on  the  more  peaceable  indij^ns.  '  The  city 

of  A  o  R  A »  th  i&  was  formerly  the  capiul  s  Mr.  praser  and  Mr.  o  T  t  b  r  mention  this  as  the  pro- 

lipee  of  AVPiHj.  which  the  former  phcei  beyond  fbn jab  ;  this  mitft  be  a  miil^ke,  or  the  Mi^n arrat- 
TA%  jBoft  have  travelled  over  a  vaft  tra<St  of  couutry. 
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fhould  be  wanting  to  give  him  pkaforc.  This  man  was  the  moft  diftinguiflied  for  173^; 
his  abilities  of  any  of  the  Indian  lords,  whofe  cabals  were  the  chief  occafion  of 
plunging  the  ftate  into  difficulties.  He  had  often  recommended  the  adminiflration 
of  juftice  as  praAifed  in  the  reigns  of  the  former  emperors,  particularly  that  of  his 
old  mailer  AtjRiNOZBBB  * ;  but  the  unhappy  (ituation  of  the  court  rendering  his  ad- 
vice ioefie&ual,  he  retired  to  his  government  very  much  difgufted.  He  was  irri- 
tated againft  d£vran  khan  and  other  omras,  who  had  acquired  an  afcendency 
over  the  emperor,  and  eroded  all  the  meafures  which  he  had  propoled,  whilft  be 
faw  the  court  abandoned  to  bufibons  and  loole  women, 

Nizam  al  mui>uck  having  been  ibiicited  to  return  to  court,  at  length  refblved 
to  comply  I  but  he  left  his  fon  ghazi  o*din  khan  to  command  in  his  province^ 
He  did  not  acknowledge  that  he  had  favored  the  incurfions  of  the  maharr  attas  ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  declared  that  he  had  fupported  himfelf  when  the  sbvds  ^  would 
have  taken  his  government  from  him ;  adding  to  this  eflfedt :  *'  It  pleaied  the  Al- 
"  mighty  that  I  baffled  all  their  defigns,  in  confequencc  of  which  I  was  mifrepre- 
**  fenicd  at  court.  Your  majefty  alfo,  induced  by  their  intrigues,  intended  to  come 
'•  againft  me.  with  a  mighty  army,  but  heaven  diverted  the  deflgn,  and  you  did  me 
*'  the  juftice  to  believe  me  a  faithful  fervant."  The  credulous  emperor,  perfuaded 
of  his  integrity,  would  have  made  him  his  vizir,  but  he  pleaded  that  he  was  a  der- 
vEisH,  and  therefore  not  inclined  to  accept  of  fo  high  a  ftation^  that  there  wew 
many  perfons  about  the  court  more  capable  of  executing  fo  high  an  office,  and  con* 
fequendy  he  defired  to  be  cxcufed. 

Nizam  al  mtuluck  however  met  a  very  gracious  reception,  and  was  honored 
with  the  title  of  asof  jah  *.  He  loon  difcovered  that  things  were  not  mended ;  that 
DEVE^AN  KHAN  had  his  mafter's  ear,  and  took  pains  to  render  him  ridiculous :  even, 
in  the  emperor's  prefence  he  mentioned  him  with  the  higheft  mark  of  contempt^ 
giving  him  the  name  of  a  cheat  \  Such  infolences  as  this  could  not  be  relilhed  by 
a  man  of  his  fpirtt :  he  at  length  declined  coming  to  court,  and  fecretly  meditated 
revenge. 

A  TRUE  fenfe  of  humanity,  and  a  right  knowledge  of  mankind,  can  alone  fupport 
us  under  fuch  circumftances.  If  either  of  thefe  is  wanting,  the  corruption  of  the 
heait  is  apt  to  lead  us  to  deftroy  tho(e,  who  are  the  occafion  of  our  humiliation. 
When  the  imagination  is  fet  at  work,  pride  fuggefts  a  thoufand  expedients ;  and 
where  power  is  added,  what  mifchiefs  will  it  not  efied?  But  whilft  the  (haft  is 
aimed  at  one,  they  forget  that  millions  may  feel  the  wound. 

Nizam  al  muluck  having  made  a  double  inter^marri^  of  his  ion  and  daugh^ 
ter,  to  the  fon  and  daughter  of  the  vizir,  hoped  to  eftablifh  an  intereft  with  him,  in 
OPPOSITION  to  the  other  Indian  lords ;  and  what  be  could  not  re^ify  by  his  coun« 
fels,'  to  cqnfound  by  his  intrigues.    The  vizir  however  took  the  oppofitc  party,  and 

declined, 

•  This  prince  died  in  1707^  after  a  bappy  reign  of  fifty  InMf  yetts.  ^  Hossah  ali  khan 
and  ABDALLAH  KHAN,  who  favooTcd  the  young  svltaw  laaAHin  abe^^nentkmed.  *  Asor 
fA  H  iignifiet  in  rank  as  as  or,  the  name  of  him  who  k  pretended  to  havebce%n^r  to  tOLOiAow. 

*  Maiuovjudqu  This  word  fignifici  a  quack  ^o&ox  oe  cheaCi  bat  here  ajdSfabk  to  W% Gaoling 
addrcff* 
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1.733*  declu^  ^^  violent  meaftires^  except  fuch  as  gratified  hts6wn  avarice.  This  en- 
raged the  haughty  Indian  lo  OMich  the  more ;  and  rather  than  not  gratify  hi»  pri- 
Tate  lefentmeoti  he  refolded  to  ufe  the  arm  of  a  fbifeign  enemy.  He  knew  that 
SAADiT  KHAN*  govemor  of  AUDiH,  was  become  a  malecontent  as  wdl  as  himfelf ; 
he  therefore  entered  into  a  fecret  oorrefpondence  with  him,  and  it  is  iaid  they  both 
joined  to  inform  nadir  shah  of  the  iibttc  of  affairs  at  the  moghol*s  court. 

Tho*  ft  is  granted,  that  nizam  al  UvhvcK  might  be  aAuated  by  a  fpiritof  re- 
venge, it  feems  to  me  highly  probable  that  nai>ir  did  not  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  in- 
ftruments,  for  the  execution  of  his  ambitious  defigns.  It  can  hardly  be  imagined, 
that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  general  (late  of  affairs  in  th«t  empire^  or  of  the  itn- 
menfe  riches  poflefled  by  the  great  koghol.  He  knew  aUb  the  valor  of  his  own 
troops,  and  the  effeminacy  of  the  Indians  :  how  eafy  is  it  then  to  bdieve*  Axt 
projcd  of  this  nature  might  be  formed  by  h  amlxtious  a  man,  whole  neceffities  tos 
the  fupport  of  his  army  would  tempt  him  to  a  defperate  enterprize  ? 

But  it  is  not  tny  bu(ine(s  as  an  hiflorian  to  enter  very  deep  into  die  more  fecm 

'^rings  of  his  condufb,  which  can  be  determined  only  by  confequences,  andof  thefe 

every  reader  ought  to  be  permitted  to  judge.     Where  the  caufes  of  events  cannot 

be  clearly  traced  out,  the  mind  may  exercife  its  faculty,  in  paffin^  that  judgment 

which  ieems  moft  confiftent. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  though  nadir  had  the  wifiiom  to  keq>  his  own  counfel^ 

he  had  taken  the  refolution  of  marching  into  india,  in  that  exultation  of  hearCi 

which  arofe  from  his  great  fucceis  againffr  the  tvrks.    The  war  in  which  they 

were  already  engaged  with  the  Russians,  was  certainly  an  additional  leafon  of  his 

arryifig  his  defign  into  execution. 

Having  refolved  upon  this  expedition,  he  nominated  his  ion  riza  KOut.i  mvrza  ' 
legpntof  PERSIA.  This  young  man  had  already  g^ven  feveral  marks  of  a  genius 
very  like  his  father's,  Co  that  from  a  fimilarity  of  difpofition  nadir  added  the  af« 
feftion  of  a  friend  to  paternal  love,  and  flattered  himfelf  into  a  belief,  that  the  go- 
vernment would  be  fecure  in  the  hahds  of  his  fon. 

*  Hb  father  being  now  <teclsredkjng,  tbetide-of  ittma*  orpriaos,  of^oufe  UloigicotlieiiMii 
tad  by  this  ntme  wc  Ihall  hereafter  call  oini. 
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Chi^fi  IV,  N  A  D  I  R    S  H  A  R  3^3 

C    H    A    P.        IV. 

RefteHions  on  the  differM  charaaers  of  Alexander  the  oreat  and  nadir  shah. 
Moral confiderations  on  falfi glory.  Motives  to  alexandIsr  and  nadirV  invading 
INDIA.  Nadir  leaves  Isfahan  in  December  1736.  Conduct  of  hvssihk  khan^ 
governor  of  kandahar,  and  of  the  Afghans.  Riza  kouli  mykza  fuidues  the 
ousBEGS  of  BALKH  and  BOKHAK A.  His  indifcreet  conduH  in  Persia.  Indian 
lords  cotrefpond  with  nadir. 

IN  reviewing  the  expedition  of  nadir  shah  into  india,  the  detail  of  which  I73^» 
contains  the  ni<rfl  memorable  part  of  this  hiftory,  the  reader  will  indulge  the 
inclination,  to  which  the  fqbjeft  naturally  leads  me,  of  making  fome  comparifon 
between  this  cnterprize,  and  that  of  the  celebrated  Macedonian  hero.  It  evidently 
appears,  that  thefe  ravagers  of  the  eaftern  world,  Alexander^  and  nadir,  were 
aduated  by  the  fame  predominant  paflion ;  an  unbounded  defireof  conqueft.  Alex- 
ander indeed  had  the  ftrongeft  defire  of  fame  and  glory  j  nadir  added  to  his  de- 
light in  military  achievements,  an  infatiable  thirft  of  accumulating  riches.  The 
one  reigned  by  right  of  birth ;  the  other  by  an  ufurped  power ;  a  power  which 
could  not  be  fupported  without  a  great  military  force,  nor  that  force  without  great 
treafures. 

As  an  ordinary  efFedt  of  their  intrepidity  and  rapid  conquefts,  both  were  the  idols 
of  their  foldiers  ;  till  nadir  became  cruel  and  avaricious,  Alexander  was  moft 
beloved ;  nadir  moft  feared.  The  one  affefted  a  love  to  mankind  ;  the  other  did 
not  fo  much  as  pretend  to  acb  upon  principles  of  humanity.  Both  appear  to  us 
as  obje(5ls  of  terror  and  aftonifliment ;  but  whilft  fome  mixture  of  love,  or  com- 
panion, is  due  to  Alexander's  memory,  nadir  can  only  excite  our  hatred.  The 
one  had  a  r^al  generofity  in  his  nature,  and  a  noblencfs  of  fentiment,  cultivated  by 
a  liberal  education ;  die  other,  though  fuperior  in  natural  parts,  was  cunning,  de- 
ceitful, and  illiterate. 

Had  ALEXANDER  been  born  to  an  humble  fortune,  perhaps  he  might  have  given 
greater  proofs  of  true  heroifm,  than  as  a  mighty  prince  and  conqueror :  his  heart 
was  formed  to  a  love  of  virtue,  but  not  in  a  degree  equal  to  his  power.  Though 
he  was  not  cruel,  he  killed  his  intimate  friend  • ;  though  continent  **,  he  burnt  a 
city  *  to  pleafe  a  ftrumpet.  Is  it  a  virtue  to  diftrefs  mankind !  A  conduft  fo  inju- 
rious as  his,  may  intitle  him  to  the  fame  of  a  conqueror :  but  not  of  a  hero.  Nadir 
himfeif  had  qualities,  which  are  fometimes  called  virtues :  yet  we  are  fure  that  no 
prince,  without  renouncing  humanity,  can  be  in  love  with  fuch  a  charafter ;  nor 
can  future  ages  produce  an  imitator,  without  exhibiting  a  pifhire  (haded  widi  gloom 
and  horror. 

Human  nature  in  all  ages  and  countries  is  the  fame  •,  but  the  fecret  caufes  by 
which  one  man  differs  fo  much  from  another,  are  not  fo  apparent  as  the  effefts  of 

different 
•  Clitus.  *  Withrefpeftto  thctvifcof  damiji.  .  •  BER5Eroi*i5% 

Tou  II.  Z  z 
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1736.  diifcrent  edocarions.  There  are  few  countries  which  have  not  had  their  Alexan- 
ders or  their  nadirs  ;  men  aduated'  by  a  certain  heroic  fpirit  of  military  enthin- 
iiafm  y  confounding  all  the  rules  of  morality  and  religion  \  exerting  a  lx>undlefs 
power  of  doing  mifchief  >  commicting  aflions  as  much  foipefior  to  che  cofiapreheit- 
fion  of  vulgar  minds,  as  contradictory  to  all  the  pfccepts  of  true  philofc^hy  ^  and* 
in  Ihort^  proving  by  one  conftant  purfuit,  that  the  corruption  of  human  nature 
may  carry  mankind  much  farther  to  do  evil,  by  the  fuoferviency  of  others  a& 
wicked,  tho'  not  fo  brave  as  themfehres ;  than  all  the  piindpieB  of  virtue  caa  kad 
vs  to  do  good,  for  want  of  virtuous  inftmments. 

If  we  look  back  to  paft  ages,  we  find  the  world  diftreHled  by  men  of  this  ftamp, 
under  the  fpccious  name  of  conqueft.  How  intoxicating  is  the  love  of  fame  in  the 
breafts  of  princes,  whofe  genius  is  peculiarly  military,  and  whofe  only  defight  is  Id 
war !  The  vain  boaft  of  triumphs  feems  to  divert  them  from  all  thoughts  of  mor- 
tality, and  tempts  them  to  deify  thcmfelves  in  their  own  eftcem.  Amidft  the  din 
of  war,  a  true  fenfe  of  humanity  is  confounded,  and  heaven  itfelf  appears  amiable 
only  in  its  thunder. 

The  natural  greatnefs  of  the  mind  of  men  bom  to  empire,  feems  to  find  no  ob- 
j^a  adequate  to  it,  except  in  conqueft  and  power.  Men  of  underftanding  indeed 
difcover  the  delufion  i  age  and  experience  open  their  eyes,  and  bring  them  down 
to  the  level  of  other  mortals  5  it  convinces  them  that  theexefcife  pf  reafon,  in  what- 
ever ftation  heaven  has  placed  us,  is  the  only  folid  glory  -,  this  pailion  for  conqueft 
will  then  appear  in  its  true  garb  of  diftrefs  and  horror.  Religion  fteps  in  to  unveil 
this  pretender  i  and  by  (hewing  us  what  the  rule  of  the  divine  adminiftration  is» 
opens  a  fcene  of  real  and  tranfccndent  joys,  wliich  carries  up  the  mind  to  the  true 
fource  of  greatnefs. 

What  juft  reafon  can  be  afligned  for  the  invafion  of  ikdia  by  Alexander  ?  As 
to  his  conqueft  of  darius,  tho^  it  may  be  cenfured  by  hiftorians  as  rafli  and  extra-- 
vagant,  as  unguided  by  experience,  and  unfupported  by  wifdom ;  yet  if  we  confider 
the  events  previous  to  it,  we  fliall  find  his  conduct  cwrefpondent  with  the  rule  of 
princes  in  later  ages.  The  expedition  of  xerxes,  and  other  attempts  made  by  the* 
PERSIANS  to  enflave  the  Grecian  republics,  could  not  be  eafily  forgotten.  To  pee- 
vent  any  future  defign  of  the  fame  nature,  was  to  tal^c  the  firft  favorable  o(^x>rtu«^ 
nity  of  humbling  the  Persians.  There  was  no  other  way  tofilence  their  fcruples, 
to  gratify  their  jealoufy,  nor  to  appeafe  their  refcntment. 

Thb  PERSIAN  monarchy  in  the  reign  of  darius  b^an  to  link,  in  impe  meafbre, 
under  its  own  weight.  Wealth  had  created  luxury ;  luxury,  comipcion  $  both 
thefe  contributed  to  the  difunion  and  efieminacy  of  the  people,  and  rendered  them 
an  eafy  conqueft.  If  the  unhappy  circumftances  of  Persia  at  that  time,  were  a  con- 
comitant motive  to  Alexander  s  invafion,  it  did  not  invalidate  the  ftronger  rea- 
fons  of  ielf-prefervation. 

Nadik  had  been  lefs  criminal,  if  the  (kme  motives  had  carried  him  into  india  ; 
l>ut  bis  expedition  was  certainly  founded  as  much  in  avarice  as  ambition,  and  a 
fond  Mtfon  of  glory. 

It 
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It  is  now  two  thoufand  tnd  eightjr-fix  years  Ados  al€xavi>br  made  )ik  wpedi*  I7j5. 
tion  into  india.  Will  jdbe  fmne  of  nadir  Uft  fo  long?  The  arcs  and  learning  of 
GREBCE,  afforded  the  means  of  tranfa&ifiGtt^  4own  the  feats  of  (he  Macedonian 
hero  in  a  clearer  inancier»  than  the  lighu  we  recave  from  Persia  under  her  prefent 
rircumftances,  even  in  regard  to  what  happened  but  as  yefterday.  Some  evenu 
however  may  be  traced  out,  and  afford  that  fort  of  pleafure,  which  the  mind  feels 
in  the  contemplation  of  ofagefts  of  terror^  whUit  we  enjoy,  in  a  calm  repofe,  all  the 
tranfporting  charms  of  liberty*  and  all  the  happy  effeds  of  a  well  regulated  govern^ 
ment. 

About  the  end  of  pbcbmber  179^9  maj^ir  shah  began  his  march  with  eighty  ' 
thouland  men,  of  which  the  greateft  part  were  cavalry.  In  a  fhort  time  he  was 
followed  by  a  body  of  near  thirty  thoufand  sneni  under  the  command  of  T^Hi^ as 
KHAN  his  lieutenant  \  Theihorteft  rout  to  kanpahar  would  have  been  by  kher- 
.MAN ;  but'it  was  hardly  poffihle  that  To  vaft  an  army  could  be  fupported  in  a  bar* 
ren  and  defolate  country  :  he  therefore  marched  towards  casbin  ^j  from  whence  he 
dire£l:ed  his  courfe  through  khorasan  ;  but  we  have  no  particular  mention  of  him 
afterwardSt  tiil  his  arrival  near  &andahar« 

Wb  have  already  given  a  ihon  account '  of  this  province,  die  fburce  of  thoie  nti«- 
mcrous  calamities  in  which  pbrsia  was  involved.  What  reputation  the  inhabitantt 
had  acquhrcd  as^arrtocs,  has  alfo  appeared  in  the  courfe  of  this  narrative,  Hu^*- 
sEiN  KHAH,  dbe  brother  of  maghmud,  who  waa  murdered  by  ashreff,  com- 
mailed  in  this  place ;  he  was  a  foldier  of  approved  refolution,  and  adhiated  not 
only  by  the  ambition  of  remaining  independent,  but  alfo  by  the  hopes  of  revenging 
himfelf  "of  the  Persians  for  the  flaughtcr  of  his  countrymen.  He  ftrengthened  his 
alliance  with  the  tartars  of  balkh  and  samarcani>«  and  alio  with  the  ieveral 
princes  of  die  mountains,  who  were  in  hopes  of  fcreening  thcmfelves  from  the  ty* 
ranny  of  die  Persian  ydke.  The  force  he  coUe&ed  is  faid  to  have  been  above  thirty 
thoufand  men ;  and  the  quantity  of  provifions  laid  into  the  city  of  icandahar  wi« 
fuflicient  for  a  very  long  fiege. 

The  khan,  however,  did  not  fliut  himfelf  up  imme^ately  within  wails,  but 
determined  to  try  if  he  could  not  ftop  the  progrefs  of  fo  .mighty  an  army«  con- 
duced by  fo  experienced  a  general.  The  great  reputation  of  nadir  did  not  intimi- 
<l8te  thofe  brave  mountaicecrs  the  afojians,  who  had  fo  often  triumphed  over  the 
PERSIANS.  Hussein  khan  therefore  Jifiafcfaed  a  large  body  of  his  men  to  the  banka 
of  a  river,  which  is  abranchof  thetiiNDMENP.  They  fupported  themfelves  there 
ior  fome  doie,  and  dtfpmed  the  paflage ;  but  at  length  were  obliged  to  retire,  after 
<he  loTs  of  near  two  thoufand  men.  Nadir  then  advanced,  in  order  to  inVefl:  k  an- 
o  AHAR.  As  be  had  no  faoavy  artillery  with  him,  it  was  impo&ihle  be  (hould  reduce 
a  fortification  fo  advantageonfly  fituated,  by  any  other  means  than  by  famine  ^  he 
determined  therefore  only  to  blockade  it. 

Z  z  2  HussBiir 

*  V&ictL  or  v«c«£t.  *  8(Hi»e  eccdimtt  fneiHiOfi  hie  ffAtg  hf  th«  way  of  brs^maii,  which 

is  very  natural  to  foppofe,  had  AM  ffrtit  been  prMctMt  t»  a  {rtat  army.  «  Page  97,  &  feq. 

^f  this  volume. 


336  T  H  E    H  I  S  T  O  R  Y    O  F  Part  XIV. 

jyoj^  HussBW  KHAN  WES  not  infcnfiblc  of  his  danger;  he  offered  to  acknowledge 
NAai**a  fovereignty,  and  as  a  tribucafy  prince  to  pay  him  homage,  on  condition 
he^  would  retire  to  her  at  without  committing  any  rurther  hoftilitite.  This  was  too 
mean  an  object  for  nadir's  ambition :  their  terms  not  being  accepted,  the  befi^ed 
rcfolved  to  try  the  fortune  of  arms.  The  ganifon  made  many  Tallies,  which  coft 
much  blood  on  both  fides :  one  in  particular,  about  the  beginning  of  august, 
with  the  grcateft  part  of  their  troops,  who  attacked  the  Persians  with  fuch  impetu- 
oHty,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  they  ftood  the  fliock. 

Nadir  caufed  a  number  of  houfes  to  be  built  under  the  walls,  as  he  had  done 
before  at  bagdat  ;  aflbring  hussein  khan,  that  he  would  not  decamp  till  he  had 
taken  the  place.  The  communication  with  Persia  was  fupported,  by  means  of  the 
numerous  detachments  which  were  lent  to  fcour  the  country.  TiEHMAS  khan» 
nadir's  lieutenant,  arriving  with  a  reinforcement  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  the  Per- 
sians were  in  a  condition  to  difperfe  all  the  flying  parties  which  had  incommoded 
their  camp. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  feveral  fallies  made  by  the  Afghans,  they  took  a 
great  number  of  horfes  belonging  to  the  Persians,  and  carried  them  into  the  city : 
thefe  being  food  familiar  to  them,  contributed  in  a  great  degree  to  draw  out  the 
fiege  to  an  extraordinary  length.  Nadir  being  mortified  with  fuch  delays,  at  the 
dofe  of  the  year  entered  into  a  treaty  with  hussein*  khan,  and  confirmed  him  in 
his  government,  upon  condition  that  he  would  furrender  the  town;  and- that  his 
army  might  be  recruited  with  thofe  foldiers  who  had  behaved  fo  gallantly  in  the 
defence  ot  the  place. 

During  thefiegeof  kandahar,  nadir  shah  knowing  the  difficulties  he  Ihould . 
encounter,  (en(  orders  to  riza  kouli  myrza,  whom  heleftatMBSCHED,  to  march 
with  a  body^of  troops  and  attack  the  ousbeg  tartars  of  balkhs  in  order  to 
make  a  diverfion,  or  at  leaft  to  prevent  any  iuceours  coming  to  the  AYOHAtfs  from 
that  quarter.  The  prince  fucceeded  in  this  enterprise ;  and  from  thence  marched 
againft  die  ousbegs  of  Bokhara,  who,  in  the  mean  while,  had  made  incurfions 
into  KHORASAN.     Having  brought  thefe  tartars^  alio  into  fubjedkxi,  he.netumed. 

IPidoriOUS  to  MESCHED«. 

This  young  prince  was  in  nothing  inferior  to  his  father,  except  experience  and 
judgment,  as*  he  plainly  (hewed,  now  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  a^  as  the  fbvereign 
of  PERSIA.  Nadiji  had  appointed  his  brother  ibrahim,  governor  of  ad^erbbit- 
2 AN,  and  made  him  independent  of  his  fon.  He  alfo  charged  the* prince  to  under- 
take nothing  of  moment  as  far  as  the  diftance  of  their  fituation,  and  the  circum- . 
fiances  of  affiurs  would  admit,  without  the  advice  o£  his  uncle  iBRAttiii.    The  lis- 

G££a,. 

•  Thi»'is  the  place  where  tamerl  abe  reoeiFed  th^enfigns  of  fovereignty  in  1 370.  This  great  coiw 
eueror  was  born  at  kbish^  a  day*s  jonrney  from  samarcamd,  in  1336,  and  fprnd  hit  conqudb  over 
the  neighbouring  countries  into  india,  as  far  at  dbulib.  Asia  minor,  syrla,  and  eoyft,  alib^ 
(ubmitted  to  him,  and  he  was  vidoriont  over  bajazbt  the  emperor  of- the  TVRKt.  He  fell  fick  at 
atrar,  upon  his  march  againll  the  tartars  on  the  borders  of  china,  and  died  in  peaavajit  140$* 
Sam  A  R  CAND  in  his  time  was  a  city  of  great  oote^  but  thcinceflant  wan  p£  that  cQontry^  have  ledaoed 
it  to  a  VQ£9R  condiiioxL 

S 
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OBES,  taking  the'^advantage of  NADIR Vabfence,  invaded  shirvan.  Ibrahim  khan,  1737. 
who  refided.  at  tavris,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  forces  to  oppofe  their 
progrefs,  andxoming  to  an  engagement  Nvith  them,    was  killed  in  the  field. 

RiZA  KOULi  MYRZA  being  now  free  of  all  bars  to  his  authority,  dilplaced  ha- 
TEM  BEG  from  his  government  of  Isfahan,  tho*  he  was  reputed  a  man  of  (kill  and 
integrity.  What  added  to  this  imprudence,  he  placed  in  his  room  a  man  of  a  low 
birth  and  cruel  difpofition*.  This  a^lion  was  followed  by  many  others  of  a  more 
oppreflive  nature-,  infomuch  that  whilft  nadir  was  viftorious  abroad,  the  people 
laboured  under  a  tyrannical  yoke  at  home :  this  ferved  to  foment  that  fatal  Ipirit 
of  rebellion,  to  which  the  Persians  were  too  prone  without  fuch  provocation. 

To  return  to  nadir,  whom  we  left  in  pofleffion  of  kandahar.     During  the 
tedious  fiege  in  which  he  had  been  engaged,  fome  difcontented  lords,  belonging  to 
the  MOGHOL*s  court,  arc  faid  to  have  held  a  treafonable  correfpondencc  with  him ; . 
among  thcfe  were-NizAM  al  muluck,  governor  of  deccan,  who  was  at  dehlie,  . 
and  saadit  khan,  govemorof  audih.     Nadir,  who  was  a  mafter  of  intrigue 
and  negotiation,  being  informed  of*  the  (late  of  the  moghol's  court,  and  the  feeble 
condition  of  that  prince's  army,  flattered  the  paflions  of  thofe  who  were  difpofed  to 
revolt,  or  fecrctly  to  favor  his  defigns  ;  and  amufed  them  with  promifes  of  his  pro- 
teftion,  and  other  private  advantages^  whicli  would  accrue  to  them  in  confequence  * 
of  the  fuccefe  of  his  enterprizc. 

Before  nadir  could  penetrate  into  india,  he  had  feveral -difficulties  to  encounter. 
He  was  too  good  a  general,  to  make  an  abfolute  declaration  of  his  intentions  \  tho* 
they  were  apparent  enough.     It*  was  near  the  middle  of  this  year,  before  he  began  . 
his  march  to  cabul.     That  he  might  leave  no  enemy  behind  him,  fome  time  had  . 
been  fpent  in  negotiating  with  the  princes  ^  of  the  country  bordering  onKANDAHAR,  . 
who  were  tributary  to  the  great  moghol,  particularly  thofeof  langor,  bost,  and   ". 
GiARURA.     To  fome  of  thefe  he  made  large  prefents,  and  others  he  engaged  in  his 
fervice.     Thus^  he  had^a  fair  profpef):  of  extending  his  conqueft  to  the  utmoft  of  173^8. 
his  wifhes )  however,  he  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  Indian  omras,  that>  he  con- 
fidered  the  enterprizc  asimpradicable. 

Nizam  al  muluck:  was  informed  that  nadir  direded  his  march  towards  ca- 
BUL :  in  order  to  intimidate  nacir  khan,  who  commanded  the  province  and  city  . 
of  CABUL,  and  sherzih  khan^.  who  was  governor  of  the  caftle,  ~he  wrote  to  them, 
rcprefenting  the  great  difficulty  of  oppofing  the  fortune  and  valor  of  nadir  shah  ; 
and  as  there  was  littlfe  reafon  to  hope  they  would  be  fuccoured  by  the  imperial  troops, 
they  might  do  well  to  confider,  in  what  manner  to  provide  for  their  own  fecurity. 
He  wrote  alio  to  2£iCAR^A»  khan,. thegQvemor^LAHORr  who,  as  well  as  nacir 

KflANy 


*  It  it.femjtfbible  tkat  tke  pbrsiahs  wre  very  milled  inthe  art  of  pbyfic,  notwithftandlng  their  , 
faith  in  phyficxana^it  very  mat.    This  governor  happened  to  labour  under  a  diftempery  which  after 
fome  months  had  bafflra  &c  (kill  of  thole  who  undertook  his  cure,  for  which  reafon  he.  ordered  them 
to  be  fined,  and  fcverely  l)eaten ;  fuch  was  the  man  whom  the  re^nt  had  preferred  to  the  goyecnment  -r 
of  ISPAHAN.  ^  Mod  aocounts  make  him  oftentadous  m  this  inftance  alfo»  tho'  it  was  by  no   . 

means  confident  with  his  fafety,  either  in  regard  to  the  tvrks,  or  the  enemy  againft  whom  he  defien^  \ 
td  march.  ^  Thefe  are  called  rajahs,  who  are  the  chiefs  of  thofe  people  who  are  diftingmlhed. J 

by  the. name  of  kimzdars,  which  fignifies  poficilbcs  of  lands. 
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1738*  KHAN)  was  in  the  intereft  of  deyaan  kh  ak.  The  laft  was  the  great ob^eA  of  hatred 
to  the  two  difcontcnted  lords.  It  was  fuggcfted  to  vadir»  that  if  he  could  fecure 
a  paiTage  through  cabul  and  lahor,  where  the  braveft  troops  of  india  were  Aa- 
cloned,  he  would  find  little  refinance  in  penetrating  as  far  as  the  capital. 

The  firft  place  in  nadir's  rout  was  ghorbvnd%  which  he  g^rriibned  with  his 
own  people :  from  thence  he  marched  to  ohoznavi  *•.  The  Pattans  in  thdr 
mountainous  refldences  obliged  the  Persians  to  keep  continually  upon  their  guardt 
and  had  frequent  fkirmi(hes  with  them. 

The  terror  which  had  been  fpread  at  the  taking  of  ka^^ pajiar»  fadlitaeed  the 
conqueft  of  places  fo  much  inferior  in  ftrength.  Cabul,  efteemed  the  gates  of  In- 
dia on  that  fide,  was  the  next  objedt  that  obftru<5bed  his  pai&ge.  This  citjr  13  fi- 
tuated  on  the  river  meheran  %  well  fortified,  and  very  difficult  of  aoce&'.  It  was 
formerly  of  great  conlideration  among  the  Indians,  and  fubmicced  to  cbeir  empire, 
upon  condition  of  the  fovereign*s  being  crowned  there.  Nacir  KHAii^  govempr 
of  the  province,  retired  with  his  forces  to  peishor  :  but  anERZifl  iCHAti  defended 
the  city  with  the  utmoft  refolution  for  a  whole  month ;  repulfing  the  atucks  of  the 
PERSIANS  with  his  cannon  and  mufketry,  and  killing  a  great  number  of  them. 

If  this  general  had  been  fupported,  he  might  have  bid  fair  to  repel  nadir's 
forces,  and  oblige  him  to  abandon  his  enterprize.  Before  the  reduftKMi  of  kjln* 
DAHAR,  'sHSRZiH  KHAN  difpatchcd  couricrs  to  NACIR  KHAN,  wliofc  juri(didion 
extended  over  the  whole  province ;  alfo  to  zekariah  khan,  governor  of  uihor, 
reprefenting  his  dangerous  circumftances^  and  intreating  them  to  lend  him  fuccours. 
He  aMb  acquainted  the  court  with  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy ;  but  this  produced 
no  effe^^.  Fear  had  feized  the  minds  of  thefe  lords,  and  they  determined  to  follow 
the  advice  of  nizam  al  muluck,  and  fubmit  to  the  fortune  and  vi&orious  arms 
of  the  PERSIAN  king. 

Nadir  carried  on  the  fiege  of  cabul  .with  great  fpirit.     To  convince  the  In- 
dians of  his  determined  refolution  to  preierve  the  exadleft  difcipliiie  towards  them, 
as  well  as  to  fupport  his  own  authority,  he  caufed  the  bellies  of  eighty  of  his  own 
•  foldiers 

*  Sometimes  wrote  cour-bbnp.  This  is  a  defile  in  the  momitains  of  sa  blest  an,  and  tbe  entraoee 
into  the  country  of  cova,  a  dUkriSt  to  eke  north  of  kkamjav.  Three  da^rs  jourwQF  haan  iheoce  is 
MiMBMD.  The  odier  conJiderable  places  in. this  cottBtry  are  r<v«tack,  and  die  forts  of  «apb«  aad 
BAGLAM,  .near  which  it  is  pretended  are  rich  mines.  Between  guorbund  and  abibaran  are  feveral 
diftrids  of  a  delightful  country.  ^  This  is  fometimes  called  CAZNiN^oroAZNA.    hxsfaidto 

be  a  commercial  city,  the  diftance  of  eight  days  journey  from  bamian,  a  mountainous  couotiy,  where 
the  air  and  water  are  remarkably  wholefome-and  agneable.  The  turkisji  wriiers.Bvptefini^  tiiat  in  this 
country  are  no  venomous  animals,  and  that  the  people  live  to  a  ereat  age.  It  was  alfo  the  reiidence  of 
the  princes  of  the  dynaliy  of  the  caznbvids;  though  fome,  I  beliere,  by  midake  place  this  city  in 
KHORASAN.  Scc  the  Note  page  98,  of  this  Vol.  <  This  river  is  alfo  called  razarre,  or  a  thoutmd, 
on  account  of  the  great  nnsnber  of  town*,  which  ar«fituated  on  the  banks.  It  rans'ftom  Ae  north  to 
the  fouthward  of  this  city,  and  then  takes  its  comfe  to  the  eaft.  After  pafling  NEiciFBiLirAR,  hfar  days 
journey  lower,  and  peishor,  two  days  journey  farther,  it  goes  to  dbva  v,  a  «^ett  city,  fitiiMd  on  tfie 
conflux  of  the  waters  of  pentcriiciure,  which  come  from  the  motmtains  cff  kiovjbbr  in  die  weft. 
Half  a  league  from  cabul  is  a  village  and  a  fort  of  the  fame  name ;  and  in  this  countiy  an  itm  miMt 
and  aromatics. 
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fbUiers  to  be  ripped  open,  for  no  other  criAne  that  bdi^  pnfene  when  one  of  their  1^3%. 
comrades  forced  an  indiaii  womaii. 

Nadir  erefted  batteries  *  upon  the  emanences  near  cabul,  with  whidi  he  played 
inceflandv  up  on  the  town ;  and,  at  kngch,  having  made  a  fuflkieot  breach,  in  the 
month  0/  JUNE  he  took  the  ptace  by  ftonn.  Gteat  part  of  the  garriibn  was  put 
to  the  fwordj  among  thele  sherzih  khan  and  bis  fon  fell  a  facrifice,  though 
riieir  ralor  defervcd  a  better  fate.  The  conqucft  of  this  place  put  the  Persian 
king  in  poieflion  of  a  confiderable  tieafure^  with  a  great  value  in  jewels,  arms, 
cloathing,  and  provifions.  The  former  had  been  ftiut  up  in  vaults  ever  fince  the 
feign  of  bahr  shar  the  great  mochol  ;  and  were  now  of  the  greater  coniequence 
to  NADIR,  as  they  en^ed  him  to  pay  his  army.  Befides,  this  fuccefs  was  an  eameft 
of  the  vaft  acquifitions  his  (bldiers  muft  certainly  make,  if  they  fucceeded  in  the 
emerprize,  which  it  was  now  apparent  their  king  had  refblved  on. 


CHAP.        V. 

^te  news  of  the  taking  of  cabul  arrives  at  dehlie.  Meafures  taken  to  oppofs  the 
PERSIAN  army.  Jeakufy  between  nizam  al  molucr  and  detran  khan.  Na- 
dir fends  an  embaffy  and  writes  to  mahommed  shah.  The  difficulty  wbieb  na- 
dir encounters  in  going  from  cabul  to  the  banks  of  the  indus.  Peishor  taken^ 
Zekariah  khan,  governor  of  lahor,  acquaints  the  court  of  his Jituation:  The 
INDIAN  army  marches  to  karnau  * 

WH  E  N  the  news  of  the  taking  of  cabul  arrived  at  the  court  ef  the  great 
MOOHOL,  this  prince  with  all  his  lords  were  thoroughly  alarmed,  and  deter- 
mined that  there  was  no  time  to  lofe  in  afljbmbJing  an  army  to  oppofe  the  Persians* 
What  added  to  the  terrw  of  the  court,  were  the  advices  of  rajah  *  tchi  sengvb, 
who  commanded  a^body  of  warlike  people^  about  cashmir  ^  This  prince  being 
entirely  in  the  intereft  of  devran  khan,  acquainted  him,  "  That  the  enterprize 
*'  of  nadir  shah  had  for  ibme  time  appeared  to  him,  as  a  flep  concerted  with 

"  fome 

*  The  artillery  he  had  with  him,  wai  fach  as  was  portable  upon  camels ;  o/  which  we  fluU  remark 
further.  ^  This  is  the  title  given  to  the  feudatory  jkdian  princes.  ^  I'hefe  are  called 

RAijPOUTs,  and  are  efteemed  the  beft  foldicrs  in  india.     There  are  feveral  tribes  of  them  fobjed  to 
the  aAjAHs,  of  whom  fome  are  mdependentof  the  moohol  '  Cashmir,  or  as  it  is  wrote 

cisHMiR  and  kichemir»  is  bordered  hj  lahor,  tbbbt,  and  biddukshan»  and  is  roprefented  as  a 
moft  dellghtAil  and  fruitful  coanCry.  The  mountains  with  which  thefe  people  are  furrounded  are  fo  ftron£ 
a  fortification,  that,  according  to  the  Turkish  writers,  hardly  any  of  the  eaflern  ravagers  have  penetrated 
into  their  country.  They  never  felt  any  of  the  calamities  which  ginghis  khan,  the  great  turkuman 
conqueror,  fpread  over  the  eaft.  Their  capital  is  called  sbrinekier,  and  the  ri ver  which  paiTes  through . 
their  country,  is  very  confiderable,  and  commnnicates  with  the  tchbnhav  above  m  u  l  t  a  n  .  The  inha- 
bitants of  this  country  arc  alfo  remarkable  for  their  vivacity,  and  the  beauty  of  their  pcrfbns.  The  deli- 
cacy of  their  climate  mieht  naturally  incline  them  to  v^luptuoufnefs,  but  they  live  much  according  to  na- 
ture, their  pleafures  bemg  for  the  moft  part  innocent  and  fimple.  They  love  dancing  and  mulic,  and 
drink  wine  m  moderation.  They  are  idolaters  of  the  religion  of  the  magi,  and  many  of  them  given  to 
devotion  and  mortification.  They  are  alfo  remarkable  for  the  manufa^are  of  the  fine  fafjies^  in  10  great 
ufe  all  over  the  eaft. 
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'^73 8-  ***^^^  ^^  ^^^  lords*  of  the  moghol's  court  •,  therefore  he  muft  be  on  his  guards 
^*  that  8HERZIH  KHAN  was  already  fallen  a  facrifice  to  his  fidelity  ^  and  that  napir. 
<^  KHAN  had  deferted  his  province  and  fled  to  peishor  :  at  the  fame  time  he  ofiered 
**  his  fervice  to  join  the  royal  enfigns,  and  recommended  to  dbvran  khan  to 
^<  undertake  the  command  of  the  imperial  army;  whilll  zekariah  khan  did  his 
**  utmoft  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy  through  lahor/* 

Devran  khan  was  fenriL:e  of  the  fidelity  of  this  prince,  and  faw  that  nothing 
but  military  force  could  fave  the  capital  from  plunder,  or  prevent  all  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  war,  againft  fo  formidable  an  enemy  as  nadir.  He  therefore  repre- 
fcnted  to  the  emperor,  the  nccefliity  of  marching  in  perlbn  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
as  far  as  lahor,  where  he  might  join  the  khans  zekariah  and  nacir.  This 
advice  was  approved  by  nizam  al  muluck,  who  prefled  the  execution  of  it;  and 
to  (hew  a  greater  tendernefs  for  his  mailer,  he  added,  that  his  majefty  ought  not  to 
expofe  his  perfon,  but  to  (top  at  lahor  ;  whilft  himfelf,  and  the  other  chiefs,  ad- 
wanccd  with  the  army  towards  cabul,  to  give  the  enemy  battle. 

The  royal  tents  ^,  with  all  the  parade  of  an  Indian  monarch,  were  ordered  to 
the  gardens  of  shalimar,  a  fmall  diftance  from  dehlie.  The  great  moghol 
himfelf  was  upon  his  departure,  when  devran  khan,  to  the  furprizeof  the  whole 
'Court,  gave  orders  to  fufpend  the  intended  expedition.  This  to  all  appearance  arofe 
*  -either  from  his  jealoufy  that  nizam  al  muluck  was  in  correfpondency  with  the 
enemy,  or  from  his  contempt  of  the  counfels  of  a  man  whom  he  abhorred.  Such 
was  the  difunion  of  that  court  on  whoni  the  unhappy  Indians  depended  at  this 
time  for  their  fafcty, 

Nizam  al  muluck  being  infornfcd  of  fo  unexpeded  a  change  of  counfels,  re- 
turned to  court,  and  renewed  his  intreaties,  that  the  army  might  march  to  lahor  : 
'but  the  difeord  which  reigned  among  the  chiefs,  confounded  all  their  meafures. 
The  officers,  who  knew  that  devran  khan  was  devoted  to  the  intereftof  their 
rmafter  the  great  moghol,  paid  an  implicit  obedience  to  him,  in  all  the  expedients 
Jie  tried  to  obftruft  the  expedition.  Thus  it  was  difficult  to  determine,  whether 
.devran  khan  did  not  aft  more  like  an  open  traitor,  than  nizam  al  muluck  as 
a  fecret  one. 

Nadir  having  made  himfelf  mafter  of  cabul,  difguifed  his  future  defigns  un«^ 
ider  the  cloak  of  friend(hip.     For  this  purpofe,  he  fent  an  embafifador  with  a  letter 
-  to  mahommed  shah  the  Indian  emperor.     The  contents  arc  as  follows: 

"  Be  it  clear  to  the  enlightened  mind  of  your  high  majefty,  that  my  taking  ca* 
'•^  BUL  is  entirely  out  of  zeal  for  religion  %  and  friend(hip  for  you.  I  never  ima- 
•*  gined  that  a  king  of  muiTulmen  would  be  tributary  to  the  wretches  of  deccan  *• 

*  There  are  feveral of chefe  MOGHOL  omuas,  wboareTARTARs,  andfome  who  are  PHtsiAK^byer- 
traAiooy  and  who  feexned  now  to  be  the  greateft  obje^s  of  the  jealoufy  of  the  rajah.  ^  Psxsb- 
KHAMNA  is  the  term  given  to  the  royal  tents  and  their  appendages  in  india.  «  This  he  calls 
ISLAM,  by  which  is  meant  fafety  ;  and  here  the  word  is  meant  to  denote  the  mahommedan  religioiu 

'  The  MAHARRATTAS,  whom  Ihave  already  mentioned  as  thechief  diflnrbersof  the  mochol^scb* 
pire.    Thefe  people  are  idolaters,  and  were  at  this  time  very  powerfiil. 
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*^  My  Hay  on  this  fide  the  indus  %  is  with  a  deflgn,  that  when  tht&  inBdels  fhall  I7j8. 
**  move  again  towards  hindoscan  ^,  I  niay  fend  a  vidlorious  army  to  drive  them 
**  to  the  abyfs  of  heU* 

**  History  abounds  in  prooft  of  the  friendfhip  which  have  fubfifted  between  our 
*'  kings  and  your  majefty*s  royal  predeceflbrs.  And  now,  by  mohtisa  ali  I  fwear, 
^  that  I  neither  had,  nor  yet  have  any  other  view,  than  to  ^xprcfs  my  friendfhip, 
^  and  fhew  my  concern  for  religion.  I  always  was,  and  will  be ,  a  friend  to  your 
**  lUuftrious  houfe,  whatever  fufpicions  you  may  entertain  to  the  contrary/' 

It  is  very  hard  to  reconcile  the  contents  of  this  letter  upon  any  principle  of 
common  probity  ^  but  this  indeed  was  what  n adib.  had  the  lead:  pretenfions  to. 

Though  we  have  obierved  that  cabul  is  the  key  of  the  weflsern  and  northera 
parts  of  INDIA,  there  is  a  confiderable  traiSt  of  country  between  that  city  and  the 
iiNDUs^  which  has  been  generally  confidered  as  the  barrier.  The  cheapell  and  mofi: 
pradicable  method  for  the  execution  of  nadir's  defigns,  was  to  cultivate  a  good 
underftanding  with  the  people  of  thofe  quarters*  The  safis,  a  tribe  of  pattans, 
in  that  country,  are  remarkable  for  their  valor,  and  might  have  given  ^  him  great 
trouble.  He  therefore  entered  into  an  alliance  with  them,  making  par£  of  the  plun* 
der  of  c  ABUL  the  price  of  their  friend Qiip. 

His  next  ftep  was  to  engage  in  his  intereft  nacir  khan,  who  was  at  i>btshoii, 
Tho'  this  chief  had  not  the  courage  to  remain  in  or  near  cabul,  the  frontier  town 
of  his  diftriil ;  yet  he  was  not  totally  intimidated.  The  court  fent  him  no  fupply 
of  troops,  but  aflifted  him  with  a  remittance  of  forty  lacks  ^  of  rupees  >  by  means 
of  this  fum  he  might  raife  forces  to  join  the  pattans  of  that  province,  and  oppofe 
the  enemy.  In  expedation  therefore  of  further  reinforcements  from  D£hli£,  he 
levied  men,  and  prepared  to  fight  the  {>£R$ians. 

Nadir  having  left  a  ftronggarrifon  in  cabul,  fent  feveral  meflages  to  nacir 
KiUiWf  to  invite  him  to  a  fubftiifllon ;  and  then  continued  his  march  towards 
FEisHOR.  PafTing  the  B£Hat  ^  andthecou%  ke  advanced  into  the  narrow  de« 
$iles,  which  cover  that  province.  Here  feveral  indian  princes  aflembled  their 
troops,  cutting  down  trees,-  breaking  up  roads,  and  ufing  other  inventions  to 
obftruA  his  march.  The  frequent  attacks  of  thefe  mountaineers,  incommoded 
him  for  near  a  whole  month,  during  which  fpape  he  loil  a  coniiderable  number  of 
men. 

Thosb 


•  This  river  is  called  attok,  wliicli  is  the  name  given  by  the  oriyiitals  to  the  upper  part  of  i 
INDUS.  ^  The  empire  in  general  is  called  hinpostan,  but  here  more  particularly  apph'cal 


the 
-     . .  licablc 
t«  the  province  of  dbhlib.        ^      ^  A  lack  is  an  hundred  thoofand  rupees  of  2  s.  6d.  confequently 
this  fum  makes  ^ve  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  *'  The  ancient  name  when  Alexander  invaded 

ikdia  was  copiiAMB.  «  Choa8P£.    The  borders  of  thefe  rivers  were  then' inhabited  by  th« 

ARAsoci  and  other  natioas,  jnentioned  by  ancient  hiflorians« 


Vox..  II«  .    A  a  a 
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J 7 ^8.  Those  M^ho  are  vcifed  in  miUtary  afEuts,  -know  that  it  is  difficult  for  an  army 
to  pafs  thro*  defiles,  even  when  there  is  m>  enemy  to  (^>f)ofe  it ;  but  a  long  trad:  of 
mountainous  country,  inhabited  by  people  accuftomed  to  arms^  muft  earpofe  the 
ntoft  formidable  body  of  troops  to  great  danger.  Nadir  was  at  length  obliged  to 
enter  into  a  treaty  with  their  chiefs  :  he  d^lared  that  he  meant  them  no  haim  ;  and 
If  prefented  to  them  that  they  were  certainly  enemies  to  their  own  intereft,  by  ap- 
pearing in  arms  againft  him»  when  he  was  ready  to  receive  them  under  his  protec- 
tion ;  to  make  them  prefents  i  and  even  to  engage  them  in  his  pay,  that  tbey  might 
ibare  his  fortune  in  the  war. 

It  was  a  favorable  circumftance  to  kapmh,  that  the  tudiayt  court  had  kept  theib- 
mountaineers  in  arrears  for  their  pay.  All  the  ordinary  emrforaents*  which  were 
wont  to  be  allowed  them>  the  corruption  of  the  moghol's  minifters  had  with-held 
during  four  years.  The  governors  of  the  neighbouring  provinces  had  delerted  their 
pofts,  or  negledked  to  arm  themfdves  in  a  manner  fuiuble  to  the  occafiofi«  Under 
fuch  circumftances  it  might  be  expefked  that  tbefe  people  would  Irften  to  Niadfr'& 
propofitions.  At  length  they  not  only  opened  a  free  paflage  to  him,  but  mimbcrs 
of  them  enlided  themfelves  in  his  army,  infomuch  that  it  (Son  becafne  as  ibong  as 
when  he  left  kandahar..  The  safis  in  particular,  after  they  had  joined  the  P£R.- 
siAN^s,  conducted  nadir  the  fafeft  aad  ihorteft  way  to  peishor* 

It  is  natural  to  conclude,,  that  the  persi^an  king  expedbed  that  fuch  a6b  of  hoftr- 
lixy  would  alarm  the  lndjan  court,  and  noc  only  occaOon  the  greater  preparations 
to  oppofe  him,  but  probably  induce  them  to  remove  a  great  part  of  their  riches.. 
Whatever  bis  motive  might  be,  be  lent  another  embaffy  to  the  great  moghol. 
Mahommed  khan,  turkuman  ^  waschofen  for  this  purpdfe,  and  difpatched  iii 
the  month  of  august,  with  o&rs  of  friendfhip,  and  to  demand  the  fum  of  four 
crores  %  and  four  provinces**  -,  as  if  namr  by  this  means  intended  to  enter  into  2t 
compodtion,  or  to  render  the  refuial.  a.  niore  fpecioua  pretence  for  fiutber  ho^ 
fiilities. 

Peishor  not  lying  dire£bly  in  the  rout,.  irADHt  left  the- main:  body  of  bis  armyv 
and  marched  with  a  detachment  of  cavalry  towards  that  cky.  Na>cir.  KHi%ji  had 
colletfted  a  body  of  troops,  but  few  of  them  had  any  experience :  the  greateft  part 
not  fufpefting  that  the  Persian  array  could  have  palled  the  defifes  with  fuckexpe^ 
dicion,  were  fcized  with  fear,  and  defepted  upon  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Na.- 
ciR  KHAN  was  thus  left  in  the  neighbourhood  of  RSiaHOR-,  with,  leven  thoufand 
men  only  j  however  he  caufed  an  intrenchment  to  be  thrown  up,  and  with  thir 
imall  body  he  made  a  gallant  defence  for  fome  hours ;  but  the  PSRStAKS  at  length, 
forced  hialines,^  and  mod  of  thoie  whoefcapedthe  fword,  wece  taken  priibners^ 

Nacis 

*>  The  revenues  of  this  mountainoofi  ootmtrjr  being  iBiufficieBt  to  maintaiir  a  bod)»  oP  ttwn»  aUe  to- 
guard  the  frontiers,  a  certain  fam  of  money  was  appointed.to  be  aimaally  remitted  to  thetn^;  ost  of  Iimk- 
years  it  had  been^  neglef^ed.  ^  The  fame  msty  be  obfervedhefc  Of  vvaKVMAN,  as  before  of 

B  A  LOU  CHE,  viz.  that  thefe  officers  are  diHingaiOied  by  their  countries.  '  A  crore  is  an  hondned 

lacks,  or  x>ne  xnillion  two  hundred  and  &(iy  Uloufand.  poands  ;  confeqaenlly  this  demand  waa  hr  <▼» 
millions  fterling.  '  Thefe  the  inoianj  call  soubahs.    Soubahdar  is  often  nfed  as  gorcr- 

sor,  or  lieutenant  of  a  province.  a 
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Nacir  khan  fled,  but  the  neighbouring  pattans  being  now  <!ifpofed  to  cour^  1738* 
the  friendfliip  of  the  Persians,  delivered  him  up  into  the  hands  of  nadir  shah* 
The  proof  this  general  had  given  of  bravery  and  fidelity,  under  fuch  great  difad* 
vantages,  engaged  theefteem  of  the  Persian  king.  He  imprifoned  him  for  fome 
days,  but  afterwards  promifed  him  that  protcftion  which  he  had  not  received  fro^n 
the  moghol's  court  5  and  by  threats  and  fair  words  he  won  this  brave  man  to  his 
intcrclt  The  eficdt  of  tWi  vidory  was  the  taking  of  peishor,  which  naoih  foon 
after  entered  in  triumph.  Nothing  is  faid  concerning  the  riches  of  this  city,  tl,io* 
we  muft  affign  fome  proportion  of  wealth  to  it,  fince  it  is  reprefcnted  of  confiderablc 
extent,  and  the<:apitalof  a  province. 

On  the  news  that  peishor  was  taken,  and  that  nadir  shah  was  preparing  to 
pafs  the  INDUS,  the  moghol's  court,  already  in  great  diforder,  was  ftruck  with 
terror.  From  peishor  to  dehlie  is  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  *.  In  this  diftancc 
are  fcveral  rivers  and  difficult  paffes,  which  it  was  expefted  would  retard  the  march 
of  the  PERSIAN  army.  The  court  was  alfo  flattered  with  hopes  that  zekariah 
khan,  the  governor  of  lahor,  would  form  an  army  capable  of  fl:opping  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  enemy.  Thefe  circumftances  however  being  infufficient  to  remove 
their  apprehenfions,  a  whole  crore  of  rupees  ^  was  at  once  iflued  out  of  the  trea- 
fury  for  enlifting  men ;  and  five  hundred  carriage -guns  of  different  kinds,  with 
three  thoufand  harquebufles,  were  appointed  for  the  expedition,  befides  a  great  num- 
ber of  barbed  elephants,  with  all  other  appurtenances  of  oriental  warriors. 

Devran  xhan  and  nizam  al  muluck,  had  the  joint  command  qf  the  army. 
This  circumftance  alone  was  fufiicient  to  have  rendered  the  beft  prqjefted  defign 
abortive.  We  need  not  go  fo  far  as  india,  to  fee  the,  fad  eiFe<fls  of  thofe  enter- 
prizes,  which  are  left  to  the  joint  management  of  men  at  enmity  with  each  other. 
The  third  of  December  they  pitehed  their  tents  in  the  neighbourhood  of  dehlie* 
Saadit  khan,  the  governor  of  audih,  was  fent  for  to  court  to  join  the  other 
chiefs,  or  to  command  the  emperor's  guards.  This  prince  was  already  difpofed  to 
i-etreat  to  cassi  ben  a  r  is  %  but  the  chiefs  intreated  him  to  continue  with  themj 
reprefenting,  that  his  abfence  would  be  dangerous  to  the  ftate,  under  fiich  critical 
circumftances. 

'  Zekariah  khan,  in  the  mean  while,  acxjuainted  the  court  of  the  dangerous  fi- 
tuarion  he  was  in  ;  that  fcveral  of  the  tribes  in  the  mountainous  country  had  joined 
the  PERSIANS;  therefore  if  they  did  not  fend  him  an  immediate  fupport,  he  could 
hot  make  head  againft  the  enemy."  The  merchants  and  many  other  perfons  of  the 
greateft  property  in  lahor,  in  the  mean  while  retired  with  their  eflTefts. 

The  pomp  and  ceremony  of  the  imperial  army  of  india,  was  at  length  fettled. 
This  was  one  of  the  rnoft  brilliant  and  numerous,  tbo*  not  the  moft  formidable, 
that  had  for  many  ages  appeared  in  the  eaft.  It  confiftcd  of  near  two  hundred 
thoufand  fighting  men,  of  which  a  great  part  was  cavalry,    Mahommed  shah,  the 

Aaa  2  great 

-  *  They  reckon  it  two  handred  and  two  cofc,  etch  co6  of  four  thourand  fwdt ,  or  two  miles  and  a 
quarter.  ^  One  miltioa  two  handred  and  fiftv  thoafand  pounds.  •  A  ciqr  in  the  province 

«f  ALMUhMk^,  fiuHOM  ior  th»  devotion  which  is  paid  tk$n. 
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^75^-  OR  EAT  MOOHOL,  Commanded  in  perfon,  and  nothing  eflcntlal  to  the  majefty  of  his 
throne  was  wanting,  except  wifdom,  valor,  and  unaninsity. 

At  leogtli,  after  flow  marches,  and  receiving  fevcral  remforcen^nts  on  the  road, 
they  pitched  their  tents  in  the  plains  of  karnal,  fifty-five  leagues  from  the  capi« 
tal.  The  young  prince,  sultan  achmed,  had  an  equipage  prepared  for  him  with 
great  pomp  and  fplendor,  and  was  appointed  commander  of  the  van  guard  \ 

The  circuit  of  the  camp  was  very  large  \  fortified  with  intrenchments,  aad  t 
great  part  of  it  ftrengthened  with  artillery.  In  the  center  were  the  empcror*s  owa 
quarters^;  thofe  of  nizam  al  muluck  fronted  them;  and  under  him  was  the 
particular  ordnance  of  the  court,  and  the  train  belonging  to  it.  On  the  ri^t  wmg 
was  DEVRAN  KHAN,  the  ptitnc  minifter,  with  five  other  lords  under  his  command. 
KuMMiR  o'din  ^  KHAN,  with  three  omras,  commanded  on  the  left.  Behind  thefe 
were  many  general  officers,  whofe  names  would  rather  confound  than  delight  the 
reader,  and  among  them  were  the  jaats  and  aheers*.  Though  the  fovereign 
commanded  in  perfon,  yet  each  lord  Teemed  to  be  uncontroulable  with  regard  to  the 
rcfpe^tive  body  under  him. 

Nizam  al  muluck,  inftead  of  taking  pains  to  encourage  his  fbldiers,  itpre*- 
fented  the  valor  and  fortune  of  the  Persian  king  as  irrefiftible.  It  is  probable,  that 
the  inexperience  of  the  Indians  in  the  art  of  war,  muft  in  any  cafe  have  rendered 
them  inferior  to  the  veteran  foldiers  of  nadir  shah  \  but  if  we  confider  the  un- 
happy fituation  of  this  numerous  army,  it  ieemed.  t;o  be  collected  only  foe  the  den- 
fion  of  the  Persians. 


C    H    A    P.       Vk 

N ADiR^j  patnp  when  he  entered  the  Indian  territories^  Hii  mantter  ofpqffSig  rivers^ 
Short  account  of  the.  indus  :  Nadir  pajjes  this  river.  Jeminarad  arid  labor. 
taken.    Nadir  arrives  on  the  plains  4if  karnal^ 


V 


I C  T  Q  R  Y  feemed  now  to  court  the  ambitious,  nadir  :  date  with  the  hopcs^ 
of  giving  laws  to  thi&.  vail:  empire^  he  afiedted  a  more  than  common  itate. 


^     CossiM  KHAN  was  his  ath£mat  doulet  ^\  he,  with  the  arrizbjegi*,  were 
tlie  perfons  through  whom  moll  of  the  orders  were  given»  and  petitions  prderred. 

Nadir's 

*  They  call  this  the  haro!,  wUch  iigstfies  either  die  van-gaard,  or  the  tide  of  die  offiter  that  com- 
viands  any  body  offbrces,  wlidch  adrancea  at  the  head  of  an  imdiam  army;  ^  Some  writert 

inentioa  it  as  tivelve  miles;  but  we  cannot  fappofe  they.  made,  intrcnchments  fo  far,  or  that  they  conkl 
defend  fo  vaft  a  circuit.  ^  Thefe  are  called  movrcha>  which  fignifies  either  barricadoes  or  in- 

trcnchments :  from  whence  we  may  infer  he  had  a  paiticular  intrcDchmenr  within  the  main  cinniit  of 
she  camp.  *  Thefe  words  fignify  thejnoon  of  religion.  «  This  perfon  was  the  vitir  to 

the  GREAT  MOGHOL  already  mentioned.  '  Thefe  are  two  different  tribes  of  the  raijpouts. 

s  See  pa^e  1 10  of  this  volome.  Signifies  fiipporter  of  power,  or  as  fome  conftme  it«  the  iecority  of  fbr« 
tune;  thu  13  the  fame  perfon  whom  I  have  mentioned  in  Vol.  I.  page  175.  This  man  was  alfo  ho-» 
nomred  with  tlie  title  df  nazbm  munazem^,  or  hi;n  who  fqts  thinj^  in  orders  and  icoTHiR  ^i.  asQ** 
1.1^  CK^  or  worthy  of  a  kingdom.  ^  The  p refenter  of  petitions. 
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Nadir's  feiitences,  as  at  other  times,  were  very  fummary,  and  his  bufinefs  dif-  173S. 
patched  in  a  fhort  time.  He  required  information  of  eviry  thing  that  pafled,  and 
obierved  a  (hid  adminiftration  of  juftice :  he  attended  buHnefs  very  regularly^.  fit« 
ting  in  his  tent  of  audience  till  noon ;  and  after  repofing  himfelf  a  ihort  time,  he  re- 
turned again,  and  remained  there  till  the  evening.  His  CHiAux*v(rere  kept  to  their 
duty  more  than  ufual,  to  proclaim  his  vidories  as  he  paflled  along ;  beHdes  chefe 
and  his  great  officers  of  ftate,  a  confiderable  number  of  young  men  with  ftandards 
of  red  ulk  adorned  with  iilver,  were  ordered  to  attend  upon  extraordinary  occa- 
lions. 

The  great  preparations  which  were  making  at  the  moghol's  court  to  oppofe  his 

Erogrefs,  fcemed  to  give  him  no  fort  of  concern.  On  the  contrary,  he  prepared 
imfelf  to  receive  the  homage  of  the  Indian  lords,  and  firft  of  zekariah  khan, 
the  governor  of  lahor.  After  eftablifhing  a  garrifon  at  peishor,  he  advanced  to 
the  banks  of  theiNDus,  where  he  arrived  the  beginning  of  January;  He  had  al-  1759* 
ready  taken  his  meafures  for  the  paflage  of  that  river.  Mahommed  beg  \  waspre- 
vioufly  detached  with  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  to  build  a  fufficicnt  number  of 
boats,  by  means  of  which  he  might  throw  a  bridge  over  the  river.  Nadir's  ordi- 
nary method  was  to  ufe  two  iron  chains  %  to  which  he  fixed  the  flcins  of  beafts . 
blown  up ;  tbcfe  floating  upon  the  furface,  fupported  the  feveral  parts  of  a  fmall 
bridge  of  timber,  which  he  carried  with  him.  This  chain  being  fecurcd  on  botl^ 
fides  of  a  river,  ferved  alfo  to  hold  a  regular  bridge  of  boats. 

.  The  INDUS  of  the  antients,  now  moKe  geneialiy  denommated  the  scrwDj  is  one 
of  the  hfioft  confiderable  rivers  in  all  asia  :  ia  wdia  only  the  Ganges  exceeds  it^ 
In  this  place  it- divides  the  provinces,  of  lajkml  and  reishor,  and  is  commonly  cal- 
led the  ATTOK,  from  a  great  fort  on  the  eaftern  fide.  It  is  fabjeft,  like  the  nile^ 
to  be  overflown,  and  like  that  is  one  great  caufe  of  the  fertility  of  its  banks :  here 
are  alfo  numbers  of  crocodije^.  Its  coupfe  from  north  to  fouth  is  computed  to*  be* 
nine  hundred  mile&S.  or  forty- two  days  journey.  The  feveral  branches  of  it  take  dif- 
ferent names  J  the  chief  of  which  are  the  shoub  or  sielmeques  %  the  shantrou  ', 
the  RAViS  and  the  viah*;  thus  forming  five  ftreams,  the  province  of  lahor  js» 
fof  that  rcalba  called  pejngab  *  5.  and  is,  one  of  the  moft  fertile  countries  in  hjndos- 

Zekartah  khan  did  not  attempt  tooppofc  the  persiaw  army  at  their  paiTagcr 
^f  the  ATTOK.  His  real  defign  was  to  fubmit,  agreeably  to  the  counfel  he.  had  re- 
ceived from  NIZAM  AL  MULucK ;  howcver,  to  fave  appearances,  he  made  prcpa^ 
xations  for  adcfcnce*     Nadlr  marched  dircdUy  to  yemlnabad,  a  city  of  fomc 

note.' 

»*  The  nine  hundred  guinh  mentioned  in  Vol:  h  page  1 70, 17  iv  ^'  Thiris  the  (bne  wa  HOMiinK 
afterwards  made  aiuiAN,  who  was  admiral  of  the  Caspian  in  1744,  and  of  whom  I  received  Aich  un- 
civil treatment.  See  Vol.  I.  page  150.  «  Some  writers  mention  that  nadir  shah  carried  with 
him  on  camels  a  number  of  pieces  of  boats,  to  be  joined  upon  occaAon.  TKis  may  be  eafily  confounded* 
with  the  parts  of  a  bridge,  which  he  did  carry  wich  him  for  tte  paflage  of  fraall  rivers,  and  which  upon* 
ao  extremity  might  anfwer  his  purpofe  over  greater  rivers.  *»  Thefe  arefometimes  called  leagues,, 
but  the  map  by  no  means  allows  above  twelve  or  fifteen  degrees,  confequently  it  cannot  exceed  nine  hun- 
dred milts  ;  but  if  wc  take  in  the  courfe  of  the  feveral  large  branches  of  it,  the  milca  may  be  eafily  rcclt- 
oned  leagues.  ♦  The  amicnt  HYPHAsrs.  ^  Hyuaspts..  k^Acwin**s 
*  Uyoraot^..                  *  Ox  five  waters.. 


366  THEHISTORYOF  .    PtrtXIT. 

'739*  not^inthe  jurifclidkioiK^ZEKA&iAR  KHAW.  HereRUtLivDrBR  KHAN  commanded 
with  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  men,  defigning  to  oppoie  the  PiRsiAvrs.  Nacih 
KHAK,  who  now  had  a  pod  in  nadir's  army,  was  entrufted  widi  the  attack  of  thiJ 
city,  which  the  Persians  took,  and  killed  the  Indian  general.  Nadir  had  fent 
to  zEKARi AH  RNAN  to  invite  him  to  a  fubmiflion ;  the  meflenger  was  called  heSort 
the  general  divan,  and  treated  with  fome  incivility.  This  however  was  but  an  ef- 
fed  of  policy  to  difguife  his  refolution  to  furrender.  He  then  marched  out,  aad 
advanced  above  twenty  miles  from  lahor,  with  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  men. 
As  foon  as  he  heard  the  fate  of  veminabad,  he  retreated  back  immediately  to  the 
capital  of  the  province.  Here  alio  he  made  a  (hew  of  defence,  but  after  three  days 
capitulated,  on  condition  that  the  city  fhould  be  fpared. 

This  is  the  country  of  which  porvs  was  king,  when  albxander  made  his  me- 
morable expedition  into  india.  The  neighbouring  provinces  were  then  ruled  by 
their  refpcftive  fovereigns,  as  we  now  find  them  divided  by  the  jealoufy  and  cor- 
ruption of  their  chiefs.  The  fcene  of  his  firft  exploits  in  india  was  on  the  banks 
of  the  GURiCus  %  which  he  pafled.  The  eaftern  fide  of  this  part  of  the  xndus  Was 
called  TAXI  la.  Here  we  find  that  mophis,  king  of  the  country,  fubmitted  to 
ALEXANDER,  who  Confirmed  this  indian  prince  in  his  dominion,  or  in  other 
words,  did  not  commit  any  violence  or  injuftice  towards  him.  As  an  eSc&  of  the 
generofity"of  the  orecian  hero,  mophis  received  the  name  of  taxilbs.  What 
future  ages  may  think  of  modern  hillories,  I  am  no  judge;  but  there  are  numerous 
circumftances  in  antient  accounts,  even  in  authors  of  the  higheft  reputation,  which 
appear  as  the  fumes  of  fuperftition  or  the  cveatures  of  fancy :  we  muft  not  however 
\  be  ingenious  to  undeceive  ourfelves  in  things  of  an  indifferent  nature,  fb  long  as 
;  they  give  us  pleafure.  We  know  how  hard  it  is  to  come  at  the  truth  of  things 
which  happened  yeftierday. 

PoRus  the  fovereign  of  lahor,  was  exceeded  by  the  (kill  and  fortune,  rather 
than  by  the  valor  of  the  Macedonian  conqueror.  He  led  on  his  chariots  of  war 
and  embattled  elephants,  difdaining  to  yield.*  In  this  he  feems  to  have  jtidged  ill ; 
if  he  had  facrificed  to  the  pride  of  the  Grecian  inftead  of  his  own,  and  only  paid 
the  tribute  of  a  formal  fubmiflion,  he  might  probably  have  faved  the  lives  of  twenty- 
three  thoufand  Indians,  who  are  faid  to  have  died  that  day  in  defence  of  their 
liberty.  Under  the  notion  of  clemency,  Alexander  then  reftored  to  him  the 
kingdom  which  he  could  not  keep  *,  nor  was  there  one  good  reafon  why  he  con- 
quered it.     The  only  truly  beneficent  adion  he  did,  was  to  reconcile  taxiles  and 

PORUS. 

After  fubduing  Persia,  and  all  the  country  as  far  ^s  this  place,  happily  for 
the  INDIANS,  Alexander's  foldiers  were  at  length  tired  of  their  knight-errantry* 
and  infifted  upon  returning  home;  he  therefore  made  this  the  boundary  of  his 
vid^ory  in  the  eaft,  though  he  had  defisned  to  march  as  far  as  die  ganges.  He 
returned  to  babvlon  with  the  name  or  a  conqueror,  tho*  with  much  Icfs  tiieafure 
than  nadir  shah.  In  his  way  home  he  fubdued  all  the  country  on  the  bonks  of 
the  INDUS.     He  fent  part  of  his  forces  in  flups  down  that  river  inni  the  Indian 

ocpan^ 
f  TUs  is  called  at  proTent  nilaBj  being  the  opper  part  of  d»  imdvs. 


Chap.  VII.  N  A  D  I  R    S  H  A  H.  3^7 

ocean ;  from  whence  they  entered  the  gulph  of  persia,  and  dircfting  their  courfe  i733» 
up  the  TIGRIS,  arrived  at  babylon,  Thofe,  who  marched  by  land,  croffed  sa- 
BLESTAN  and  SEGESTAN,  not  without  feveral  encounters  with  the  inhabitants  of 
thofe  countries,  in  which  much  blood  was  fpilt.  Thence  traverfing  persis  s  which 
owned  the  conqueror ;  after  a  perilous  and  laborious  march  he  arrived  at  the  feat 
of  his  empire,  having  been  abfent  twenty  months. 

To  return  to  nadir,  he  remained  at  lahor  eight  days,  and  rcfrcflied  his  army 
in  the  gardens  of  shalimar  ^  \  he  then  paffed  the  river  shoul,  and  traverfing  ser- 
HiND  and  TANisEER,  he  arrived  with  forty  thoufand  men  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
a  village  called  tillauvri,  which  is  not  far  from  the  plains  of  karnal.  Here 
he  halted  to  reconnoitre  the  fituation  of  the  Indian  army,  and  determine  what  mea- 
fures  to  purfue.  After  a  march  of  twenty-five  months  for  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  %  he  was  almoft  arrived  at  the  fruition  of  the  defired  objeft.  It  was  not  dif- 
ficult in  a  general  of  common  fagacity  to  forefee,  that  fo  vaft  a  multitude  of  people 
would  not  be  able  to  fupport  themfelves  long  in  chat  fituation }  and  they  muft  either 
difpcrfe,  or  come  to  an  engagement. 


CHAP.     VIL 

TJbe  nmber  eftbi  Persian  amry.  Saadit  khan  arrives  at  the  t^DtAti  camp.  He 
andiyEYKAV  khan  begin  the  engagement,  ii  adik^s  ftratagem  to  draw  the  Indians 
to  battle.  Saadit  khan  t^ken  prifonery  and  devran  khan  mortally  wounded. 
NadirV  manner  of  oppojing  the  indian  elephants.  Lafs  of  the  Indians  in  the 
field*  Dijlrefs  of  the  Indian  camp  after  the  battle.  Interview  between  nadir  and 
NIZAM  AL  MVLUCK;  alfo  bctwccn  the  PERSIAN  king  and  the  great  moghol. 
Numbers  of  the  isDJA^s  Jlain  in  marauding.  Mahommed  shah  delivers  himfelf 
into  the  hands  ^  nadir.     Indian  effeSls  fealed  up  in  dehlie. 

NADIR  was  now  within  ten  miles  of  the  Indian  army.  On  the  lath  of  f^'- 
BRUARY  be  difpatched  hahdgee  khan  with  his  advanced  guard  ^  confift* 
ing  of  fix  thoufand  of  the  bell  troops  of  kourdistan.  His  whole  army  amounted 
to  near  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  men,  of  which  a  third  parr  were  fervants 
and  domeftics  :  thefe  having  colkded  a  fufficiem  ifuftiber  <yi  camels,  horfes* «,  and  . 
mules  in  their  rout,  were  all  mounted,  and  ibme  of  them  compleatly  armed.  Theiir 
women  alfo  being  not  lefs  than  fix  thoufand,  w«r«  di^efled  with  graac  Coats  '  ofcnifk" 
fom  cloth,  after  the  manner  of  the  men,  and  nor  Co  be  dtfl^nspiihed  at  a  diftance  % 
fo  that  the  whole  made  a  very  formidable  appearance. 

Nadik 

•  Now  FARsiSTAit.  ^  Thcfc  gtstitut  are  of  the  fame  name  as  thofe  of  DBftLia.  *  Thtt 

compntation  19  from  Isfahan,  viz.  fro^n  that  city  to  candakar  is  reckoned  one  thoufand  and  forty 
joiiiei^  and  from  tbente  t&OHiR'biB  eight  Mand<red  and'teil.  ^  RotntKOt,  v^hieK  is  thefaiftc  as 

the  HAftftos,  of  ihe  fi»9i!Ai»e.  ^^  Thnreare  in  th«  bl^aud eoiuitiiyi  o#  t^Aws^A^ii9t  irnd  cA^v* 

afmairkindof  horfes  called  yabous,  which  are  very  ferviceable.  '  Thef«  are  called  BAik« 

KtiftHi  I  BABR  AM  figiiifies  rain>  from  whence  the  name  of  this  coat  is  derived. 
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'739*  Nadir  finding  the  water  at  tillauvri  infufficient  to  fupply  his  (bldiers,  ad- 
vanced two  miles  nearer  the  Indian  army  \  and  the  14th  of  FEBRtxARY  he  en- 
camped not  far  from  the  rear  of  devran  khan,  at  atime  when  saadit  khan  was 
juft  arrived  in  the  camp  of  the  great  moghol,  with  a  reinforcement  of  twenty 
thoufand  men.  Whatever  the  nature  of  saadit's  treafon  might  have  been,  as  foon 
as  he  faw  his  fcllow-foldiers  in  diftrcfs  for  provifions,  and  ready  to  be  overwhelmed 
by  a  powerful  and  fortunate  army,  the  impulfe  of  his  heart  carried  him  inftantly  to 
the  tent  of  mahommed  shah,  and  with  the  freedom  of  a  foldier  he  told  his  fove- 
reign,  that  there  was  no  time  to  be  loft  in  giving  battle  to  the  Persians  ;  that  if  the 
other  generals  refufed  to  follow  him,  he  would  commence  the  attack  with  fuch  part 
of  his  troops  as  were  come  up  ;  defiring  rather  to  die  fword  in  hand,  than  fell  in- 
glorioufly  into  the  power  of  an  enemy  through  the  ncceffity  of  hunger. 

Nizam  al  muluck,  who  feemcd  never  to  have  intended  to  bring  things  to  the 
extremity  of  a  battle,  oppofed  this  counfel ;  pretending,  according  to  the  fuperfti- 
cion  of  the  mahommedans,  that  the  day  was  not  fortunate;  and  as  there  was  no 
neccffity,  they  ought  to  defer  it.  Saadit  khan,  though  fufpeded  of  being  leagued 
with  this  treacherous  minifter,  had  too  much  ardor  as  a  foldier  to  be  reftrained  by 
any  fuch  confideration. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  fix  thoufand  kovrds  detached  by  nadir  shah,  through 
the  defire  of  booty,  had  fallen  on  a  party  of  the  Indians,  and  began  to  pillage  the 
baggage  of  devran  khan.  There  was  no  time  to  debate:  Saadit  khan  mount- 
ed his  elephant,  led  on  his  forces,  and  repulfed  the  kourds.  Devran  khan,  now 
roufed  by  a  jealoufy  of  the  glory  of  a  man,  who  he  knew  wilhed  his  diigrace, 
brought  his  men  alfo  to  the  charge  immediately,  with  a  defign  to  (upport  saadit 
KHAN  :  thus  the  engagement  grew  warm  on  both  fides. 

Nadir,  being  appriled  of  what  was  pafilng,  fent  a  body  of  troops,  to  aflift  his 
van  ;  and  jealous  of  fupporting  the  reputation  of  his  arms  in  his  firft  encounter,  he 
detached  three  thoufand  of  his  beft  troops  in  three  different  bodies,  and  placed 
them  in  ambufh.  He  alio  fent  a  fmall  body  of  five  hundred  men  againft  devran 
KHAN,  and  another  of  the  fame  number  againft  saadit  khan,  in  order  to  draw 
them  further  into  the  field.  Having  then  made  a  proper  difjpofition  of  the  main 
body  of  his  army*  he  advanced  at  the  head  of  a  thoufand  afshar  horfe  to  dired: 
the  battle. 

This  difpofition  had  the  defired  eflfeft.  The  three  thoufand  men  in  ambufcade 
falling  upon  the  troops  of  saadit  khan,  put  them  to  flight,  and  took  their  gene- 
ral prifoner.  Devran  khan  being  followed  by  above  twenty  omras  and  general 
officers,  at  the  head  of  their  refpedtive  bodies,  fupported  his  ground  with  great  re- 
folution,  till  the  enga^ment  became  more  general.  At  length  having  received  a 
dangerous  wound,  he  fell  extended  upon  his  elephant,  and  was  carried  off*  the  field. 
A  report  that  he  was  dead  fpread  a  difmay  through  the  whole  Indian  camp. 

There  was  a  circumflance  pretty  remarkable,  which  I  find  omitted  by  thole  who 
have  given  us  an  account  of  this  battle.    |They  mention  indeed  the  clephant$t  but 

2  Mt 


Chap.  VIL  NADIR    SHAH.  369 

^of  what  ufe  was  made  of  them.  Thcfe  formidable  animals  were  conducted  at  the  1739. 
head  of  the  Indian  army,  and  armed  for  battle.  They  have  ever  been  rcprefented 
in  eaftern  wars  as  objefts  of  great  terror ;  their  fize,  the  caftles  upon  their  backs, 
and  all  the  apparatus  of  war  have  been  defcribed  by  hiftorians,  painters,  and^poets, 
in  a  light  which  fills  the  imagination  with  dread.  Nadir  was  not  ignorant  in  what 
manner  the  Indians  fight,  and  therefore  caufed  a  number  of  ftages  to  be  made, 
and  fixed  each  acrofs  two  camels.  On  thefe  ftages  he  laid  naptha,  with  a  mixture 
of  combuftibles,  and  ordered  them  to  be  fet  on  fire.  It  is  well  known  with  what 
terror  thefe  huge  animals  behold  this  element :  thus  inftead  of  over-turning  the 
PERSIAN  forces ;  at  the  approach  of  the  camels  the  elephants  turned  about,  and  put 
a  great  part  of  the  indian  army  into  confufion. 

In  this  battle  feventecn  thoufand  Indians  were  Qain,  among  whom  were  a  grek^t 
number  of  peribns  of  the  firft  diftinflion.  Thofe  who  fled  from  the  field,  fpread 
terror  and  confufion  through  their  whole  camp.  Several  took  the  opportunity  of 
plundering  the  tents  of  their  own  commanders.  Numbers,  who  attended  the  bag- 
gage brought  into  the  field,  fled  towards  dehlie,  which  afforded  a  favorable  op* 
jx)rtunity  to  the  Persians  to  kill  and  pillage  at  difcretion.  In  this  aftion  not  half 
of  the  INDIAN  army  was  engaged,  and  only  about  fifty  thoufand  of  the  troops  of 
NADIR  SHAH;  he  loft  on  his  part  only  two  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  who  were 
interred  the  fame  night ;  but  there  were  near  twice  as  many  wounded. 

Devran  KHAN  loft  his  eldeft  fon,  and  the  wound  he  himfelf  had  received^ 
proved  mortal.  His  great  lofs  of  blood  occafioned  his  fainting :  when  he  came  to 
'  his  fenfes,  he  had  the  additional  afilidtion  to  find  all  his  tents  and  baggage  plun- 
iiered;  this  obliged  his  attendants  to  carry  him  to  the  tents  of  mahommed  shah, 
to  whom  he  had  been  reported  as  killed.  The  fight  of  his  favorite  minifter,  under 
thefe  melancholy  circumftances,  gave  the  emperor  the  deepeft  concern.  In  a  (hort 
time,  this  lond  died  of  his  wounds,  which  feemed  to  give  him  lefs  pain,  than  to  be- 
hold his  enemy  nizam  al  muluck  triumphing  in  the  favor  of  his  mafter,  and 
planning  fchemes  to  gratify  his  bafe  refentment. 

In  this  confufed  fl;ate  of  affairs  in  the  indian  camp,  nadir  shah  advanced  to  the 
4]uarters  of  nizam  al  muluck.  This  general  had  been  joined  by  feveral  x)thef 
lords,  who  drew  up  their  forces  in  a  line  of  battle,  as  if  they  meant  to  flop  the 
progrefs  of  the  enemy.  Night  coming  on,  prevented  the  Persians  from  purfuing 
their  viftory.  The  indian  camp  was  now  fo  very  thin,  that  from  the  emperor*s 
own  quarters  to  thofe  of  nizam  al  muluck,  which  w^  near  two  miles,  hardly 
any  people  were  found.  In  the  night  a  grand  confultation  was  held,  in  which  ni» 
ZAM  AL  MULUCK  related  in  the  moft  affcfting  manner,  the  deplorable  ftate  to  which 
the  fortune  of  that  day  had  already  reduced  the  court ;  expatiating  upon  the  fatal 
efiedls  of  war,  and  the  danger  to  which  the  emperor's  perfon  was  expofed :  that 
every  moment  brought  news  of  the  death  of  fome  perfon  beloved  by  his  majefty, 
and  of  great  confequence  to  the  ftate  j  his  opinion  therefore  was  to  accommodate 
matters  with  nadir  shah,  fincc  they  could  no  longer  depend  on  the  fuccefs  of  their 
ai-ms. 
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1^39.  The  INDIAN  nDonardi,  though  no  wamor,  was  more  Inclined  to  trnft  to  thefiK- 
tune  of  a  fecond  battie,  than  to  confent  to  m  accommodation,  which  could  be- 
bought  only  at  the  price  of  imoienfe  treafures>  aad  muft  upon  other  accounts  be 
inglorious.  But  thoTe  on  whom  be  moft  depended  had  been  killed  or  dangeroufly 
wounded)  fo  tlutna  proper  pecfon  could  be  found  in  whom  to  confide  the  com- 
n^and  of  his^forceS: :  noc.  was.  he  kfs  at  ^  lofs  as  to  the  diredion  of  his  councils^ 
A^hatever  fufpicions  he  might  entertain  of  nizam  al  muluck,  the  afcendenqp 
which  thi$  minifter  had  acquired,  in  fome  meafure  obliged  the  wdiak  emperor  tot 
truft  hinji  implicitly. 

The  death  of  devr  an  kitan,  having  at  once  removed  the  bar  to  tlie  ambitaoft 
of  NIZAM  AL  muluck,.  as  wcll  as  the  object  of  hiSv  hatred  ;  full  power  was  g^veih 
hfm,  to  treat  with  the  Persian  monarch.  The  third  day  after  the  battle,  thecere- 
sAonia)  being  previously  adjufted,  nizam  a-l  muluck  and  aztm  ali  ichan  who» 
was  appointed  to  attend  him,  pitched  their  tents  between  the  two  camps ;  and  & 
F^RSiAN  officer  was^fent  to  condudk  thcie  iifOiAN  lords  into  the  ph:(cnce  of  nadir. 

SHAH. 

The  prjtsiAii  monarch  neceiyed  them  in  »  gracious  manner,  caufTng^ them  to  fitr 
in  his  prefencc,  and  then  fpoke  to  this  effcd :  "  It  is  now  four  months  fince  I  fent 
*^  my  embaiTador  to  mahommed  sh^h  your  mafter,  to  demand  of  him  the  pay- 
'^  ment  of  what  is  due  to-PEBsiA;  why  has  he  detained  my  people^  and  given  me 
^^.  no  anfwer ;-  and  at  length  obliged  me  to  make  fo  long  and  laboriom  a  maoch  ?"^ 
I^izam  al  muluqk.  excufed  himfelf,  alledging  that  he  had  been  in  his  government 
a(  DECCAN. ;  that  as  foon  as  he  came  to  court  he  had  ufed  his  endeavours  to  bring 
tbe  affair,  to  a  concUafion,  but  that  his  demands  were  greater  than  the  toipire  could 
anfwer  *. 

Nadir  fmilcd  at  the  excufe,  and  (hewed  him  the  accounts  of  the  MOCHOL'is  trea* 
fure*,  adding  to  this  effect:  *^  The  grand- fat  her  of  mahommed  shah  and  uncle  of 
*'  jEANGuiiv,  oncedemandedof  piuisiAi  the  fuccour  of  ten  thoufand  men.  Persia. 
*'  fent  them,  and  bone  the  expence,  on  condition  of  being  reimburfed  ;  which  has 
*^^  never  yet  been  done.  By  the  treaties  of  alliance  fubfifting  between  the  two  em- 
"  pires,  they  ought  reciprocally  to  fupport  each  other.  Persia  having  been  long 
••  rent  with  civil  wars,  the  fame  force  has  been  demanded  of  you  j  tbt  no  anfwer 
^^  was  ever  made.r  I  have  borrowed  large  fums^  for  which  I  pay  inteceft,  to  retake 
"  from  the  tvrks  the  provinces  which,  they  had  poilefled  thcmfelvcs  of  belonging 
**  to  PER^^iA.  ThenegleA^of  the  ticaties  on  your  part,  has  been  the  caufe  of  the 
*'  misfortunes  which,  have  happened  CO  PERSIA-:  who  is  to  repair  thefe  ii^ries  ?  I 
*♦  had  intended  to  put  your  emperor  and  his  troops  to  the  fwcM'd,  but  1  will  favor 
•'  them ;  go  and  tell  him  to  come  to  me,. and  jve  will,  nuke  up  our  quarrel  in  a 
••  cgnvcqicnt  planner," 

The 

*  It  is  faid  tltat  nizam  al  MULUCipjvent  to  br^Mt  to  mak^  himtbe  fcrmlee^mplimeni^thMt  the  de- 
fire  of  feeing  a  kins  of  fuch  renown,  and  to  kifs  the  daft  of  .his  feet,  was  fo  great,  that  they  porpofely 
neelcAed  his  requeft.    The  orientals  deal  much  in  hyperboles ;  bot  fach  a  compliment  as  this  wodd . 
ra&er  have  infufted  the  common  fenfe  of  the  prince  to  whom  it  was  paid,  than  gratified  Jiis  pride.    Ao* 
cording  to  what  is  rclatedi  this  iNaia.N  did  aftiuU/- invite  jiad^i^  into  iH0.i4i  hardly  forc^eii^  what. 
^lOttld  happezK. 
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The  1 8th  of  februarv  was  accordingly  appointed  for  the  hieetihg  oiF  the  two  '173J. 
monarchs,     Mahommed  shah,  emperor  of  hindostan,  feated  in  a  royal  litter  % 
iiTued  from  his  camp,  attended  by  azim  alt  khan,  ghazi  o*din  khan,  fcveral 
leunuchs,  and  about  two  hundred  horfe.'    TiEHMAS  khan,  the  lieutenant* of  the 
PERSIAN  king,  met  the  great  moghol  half  way,  and  paid  him  the  honors  due 
CO  his  rank.     Tjghmas  then  required  the  eunuchs  and  cavalry  to  halt;  and  at- 
tended the  INDIAN  monarch  with  the  Persian  guard  only.     At  the  entrance  of 
nadir's  camp  he  was  met  by  nesr  ali  myaza,  who  was  fent  by  thexrommand  of 
his  fatRer  to  conduft  the  great  moghol  to  the  royal  tent.     Nadjr  shayi  came 
forth  CO  receive  him^  and  having  placed  him  on  his  left  fide,  after  the  ordinary 
compliments,  he  addrefled  him  to  this  cfFed :  "  Is  it  poffibJe  that  you  (hould  have 
**  thus  abandoned  the  care  of  your  own  affairs  to  oblige  me  to  make  you  this  vifit  f  " 
*'  I  fent  you  two  embafladors ;  one  of  them,  contrary  to  <he  laws  of  ilj  nations^ 
**  and  to  the  friendfliip  fubfifting  between  us,  was  murdered  at  peishor  ;  nor  did 
"  your  mixiifters  fend  me  any  fatisfaflrory  anfwer  to  my  letters  which  reached  yout 
*'  hands.     When  I  entered  your  dominions,  you  never  deputed  any  one  to  a/k  me 
•*  who  I  was,  or  what  my  intentions  were.     Even  when  i  advanced  to  lahor,  and 
**  fent  you  a  meffage  of  felutation,  I  received  no  anfwer.     When  thexommanden 
"  of  your  forces  were  awakened  out  of  their  lethargy,  inftead  of  negotiating  for  4 
**  reconciliation,  they  met  in  a  tumultuous  manner  to  ftop  my  progrefs.    Afterwards 
*'  you  cooped  yourfelves  up  in  your  intrenchments,  without  confidering,  that  tf 
**  ydur  enemy  was  ftronger  than  you,  it  was  Lmpoffible  to  remain  in  that  fituation 
-  **  without  being  ftarved ;  and  if  he  was  weaker,  it  was  as  diftionorable  as  unneoet 
**  fary.  At  length,  without  any  precaution,  you  put  all  to  the  iflue  of  <Mie  blow.  Tba* 
**  I  faw  how  you  were  entangled,  I  made  you  offers  of  accommodation « 5  but  you 
*'  was  fo  ill  advifed,  or  puffed  up  with  childilh  conceits,  that  you  negleftcd  tht 
**  terms  of  tny  friendfliip,  and  abandoned  your  own  intereft.    Now  you  fee  to  what 
**  ftreights  you  are  reduced  by  the  viftorious  armies  of  Persia.     How  little  abl6    ■ 
*'  you  have  been  to  govern  your  own  people,  appears  by  your  granting  for  fe>eral 
•*  years  a  tax"  to  infidds%  by  whom  it  ought  to  have  been  paidj  and  you  bavft 
**  fuffered  them  to  over-run  your  country, 

*•  However,  as  the  race  of  temur  has  never  done  any  remarkable  injury  to  the 
**  fovcreigns  of  persia,  I  will  not  take  the  empire  from  you  -,  I  only  mean  to  in^ 
"  demnify  myfelf  for  the  great  expence  of  this  war.  After  1  have  refreshed  my  army 
**  at  dehcie,  and  received  the  fiabfidy^  which  muft  be^paid,  I  will  leave  you  in 
^*  poiieflion  of  your  donninions.'* 

Mahommed  shah  heard  this  fpeech  with  that  filence,  which  teftifies  forrow  and 
cbnfuflon.  It  was  fome  confolation  to  receive  aflurance  of  his  life  and  empire ;  but 
language  fo  foreign  to  that  of  a  court,  could  not  bot  touch  the  heart  of  a  kin^ 
wh^Veafcticfe  did  not  amount  to  infenfibility.     It  may  perhaps  appear  a  little 

ftrange, 

•  TaiPIit  rbvan»  wluch  fiffnifies  a  moTing  throne.  *  Vakcel  or  vbkil.  «  I  do 

not  find  any  mention  made  of  fuch  offer  after  tne  itfDi  ak  army  wa3  aflembled  on  the  plains  of  karw al^ 
to  which  this  ieema  to  albidc*  ^  This  tax,  called  the  jeziah,  was  wont  to  be  paid  by  thofe  wh4 

were  not  mahommbdans.  *  By  infidels  he  means  the  paoan  MAHARRATTAi. 

^  This  is  called  a  pbiscvsr,  or  prefent  from  an  inferior  to  a  fnperior.    The  fom  agreed  foir  \\is 
twenty  crores,  which  we  fluU  Juve  occafion  to  mention. 

Bbbt 
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1739.  ftrange,  that  the  captive  monar^  fhould  be  fuflfcrcd  to  return  to  his  own  camp  •, 
but  our  furprize  will  ceafc,  if  we  refled  that  nadir  had  nothing  to  fear  from  his 
military  force ;  and  as  riches  were  his  chief  objeft,  the  more  gently  he  conduced 
himfelf  towards  the  Indians,  till  he  fhould  arrive  at  dehlie,  the  lefs  danger  there 
would  be  of  their  concealingpr  dcftroying  their  treafures. 

Mahommed.shah  retired  to  his  camp^  in  fome  degree  relieved  from  his  inquie-^ 
tude ;  tho*  he  knew  not  into  what  difficulties  the  avarice  of  the  conqueror  might 
plunge  him.  He  then  ordered  the  dead  bodies,  which  lay  fpread  for  near  thefpaceof 
twelve  miles,  to  be  interred  j  but  thofe  who  were  wounded  and  unable  to  move, 
were  left  to  expire,  there  being  no  one  that  could  afford  them  any  fuccour.  Ac 
the  fame  time,  the  miliury  cheft,  with  all  the  treafurc  of  the  great  moghol,  was 

brought  to  NADIR. 

Some  of  the  INDIAN  lords,  who  were  forward  to  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the 
conqueror,  reprefented  that  there  were  many  thoufand  horfes  and  camels  belonging 
to  the  foldiers  and  followers  of  the  moghol's  camp  j  and  as  by  his  clemency  theie 
people  had  received  quarter,  they  ought  not  to  think  it  any  hardfliip  to  deliver  fuch 
as  his  officers  fhould  think  proper  to  chufe.  To  this  he  replied  \  that  the  bread 
of  foldiers  depended,  in  a  great  meafure,  on  their  horfes ;  and  that  the  lofs  of  thefc 
in  their  prefent  circumftanccs,  might  expofe  them  and  their  families  to  beggary ; 
and  as  he  had  given  them  quarter,  they  fhould  depart  unmolefted. 

The  INDIAN  camp  had  been  in  great  diftrefs  almoft  from  the  very  time  they  af- 
fembled  in  the  plains  of  karnal.  Reprefentation  being  now  made,  that  the  fut- 
Icrs  *  by  their  extortions  had  raifed  the  price  of  bread  to  an  exorbitant  degree,  ma- 
HOMMED  SHAH  Ordered  their  fhops  to  be  broke  open.  This  anfwered  no  other 
purpofe,  than  to  wade  and'difperfe  the  little  provifion  that  remained;  fo  that  a 
pound  of  wheat  was  not  to  be  had  for  lefs  than  the  value  of  four  (hillings.  What 
had  contributed  to  render  the  provifions  fo  excefTive  dear,  was  the  vigilance  of  the 
flying  parties  of  the  Persian  army,  who  within  &rty  miles  round  the  camp,  cut  off* 
i)ot  leis  than  fourteen  thouland  indi  an 'marauders.  A  body  of  nadir's  troops, 
who  at  this  time  were  fent  to  taniseer,  flaughtered  a  great  number  of  the  inha- 
bitants, plundered  the  town,  and  returned  to  their  camp  with  a  confiderable  booty. 

The  next  day,  after  the  bodiesof  the  Indians  were  interred,  nadir  fent  an  of- 
ficer with  a  detachment  to  take  poflefllon  of  the  equipage  of  the  great  moghol  ; 
caufing  it  to  be  proclaimed  in  the  camp,  that  every  one  might  retire  without  fear 
of  being  flopped  or  infulted.  He  alfo  fent  his  mafter  of  the  ordnance  •*,  together 
with  the  officer  who  makes  feizures  ^,  each  with  five  hundred  horfe,  to  feize  all  the 
ordnance  and  implements  of  war  belonging  to  the  emperor,  and  the  lords  of  his 
court.     Ue  required  nxooeover.that  mahommed.  shah,  with  his  fon  sultan  ach- 

MED, 

^  Banians,  who  are  moftly  trading  people  in  inoi a.  They  are  of  a  particular  fe6t,  who  believethe 
tranfmigration  of  fouls,  whether  of  man  or  beaft ;  from  whence  they  are  very  harmlefs  in  their  condaA, 
left  they  fhould  injure  one  of  their  own  friends  or  relational  in  the  appearance  of -a- bird  or  heaft. 

^  TOWPCHI  BASHX.«  *  NaSSACJCUCHI    BASIU« 
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wuED,  and.his  emprefs  malika  al  zumani*,  with  their  domeftics,  ^uB  repair  1739* 
to  his  camp  :  accordingly  a  royal  tent  was  prepared  for  them  in  front  of  his  own, 
and  a  thoufand  Persian  foldiers  were  appointed  as  their  guard.^ 

.  In  the  mean  while  nadir  shah  dilpatched  his  lieutenant  t^ehmas  khan  to; 
ixEHLiE,  with  four  thoufand  horfe,  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  caftle.  Saadit  khan 
was  charged  with  the  care  of  the  city,  together  with  the  houfes  and  effefts  of  the 
inhabitants  ;  and  ftridl  injunctions  were  given  him  that  no  injury  fhould  be  done 
to  any  of  them.  This  Indian  general  on  his  arrival  publiflied  the  shah's  orders, 
adding,  that  none  of  the  citizens  Ihould  dare  to  moleft  the  p^trsians.  The  gover- 
nor of  the  caftle  being  informed  of  what  had  palled  on  the  plains  of  karnal, 
made  no  fcruple  to  pay  an  implicit  obedience  to  the  fummons  of  nadir's  lieute- 
nant, and  admitted  him,  together  with  all  his  troops.  The  palace  was  alfo  pre- 
pared for  the  reception  of  the  Persian  monarch.  All  the  valuable  efFedls  were 
fealed  up,  and  a  lift  prepared  of  the  omras,  and  all  the  wealthy  inhabitants  of 
the  city. 

Nadir  being  matter  of  all  the  jewels  and  of  the  military  chefts  of  the  indian  ♦ 
camp  at  karnal,  gave  a  gratuity  of  three  months  pay  to  every  foldier  in  his 
army.     He  then  made  choice  of  two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  with  their  carri- 
ages, out'of  the  INDIAN  ordnance,  and  fent  them  with  other  efFeds  under  a  ftrong  . 
convoy  to  cabul. 


C"  HAP.     viii: 

March  of  the  ?eksi as  and  indian  armies  from  karnal  /^  dehlie.  NadirV 
entrance  inia  dtlhli^..  Saadit  yluaix  dejlr^s  bimfelf.  Majfficre  ofvEULiE. 
Nadir'j  conduff  after  the  maffacre. 

THIS  difpoiition  being. made,  nadir  began  his  march  towards  dehlie.    His- 
advanced  guard  ^  confifted  of  four  thoufand  men,  who  ferved  to  efcort  his 
harram;  twenty  thoufand  of-  his  beft;  cavalry  guarded  them  at  a  proper  diftancc. 
About  two  miles  behind  was  mahommed  shah,  attended  by  fifty  of  his  principal . 
courtiers,  and  efcorted  by  twelve  thoufand  Persians.     The  indian  lords,  at  the  • 
head  of  their  refpedtive  troops,  marched  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  from  each  other, 
having  great  bodies  of  the  Persian  army  between  them.     Nadir  himfelf  brought . 
up  the  rear,  with  the  grofs  of  his  army ;  the  whole  compofed  a  mimber  of  near 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men  %  who  covered  near  twelve  miles  in  length, . 
and  three  in  breadth. 

In  this  manner  they  proceeded  iive  days  march,  till  they  came  to  sonput.     This  • 
place,  together  with  paniput,  andfevcral  villages,  were  plundered  by  the  Persians,  y 

as  * 

*  This  word  fignifies  the  queen  of  the  tijnea.  .         ^  K#v&vck.   See  Vol.  I.  page  169.  '  Be-^  ^ 

fore  the  late  engagement  the  imdi  am  amw  alone  was  near  this  namber»  induding  2l  their  attendaatH.  > 
but  a  great  part  of  thefe  had  been  difperied,  and  numbers  of  them  killed. 
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1739.  as  they  marched  along.  From  sonput  they  advanced  to  nirsla,  and  the  next 
day  •  in  the  evening  they  arrived  at  the  gardens  of  shalimar.  Nadir,  shah  de- 
clined going  into  the  city  in  the  night,  as  well  on  account  of  the  fafety  of  his  per- 
ion,  as  the  regard  to  his  ftate«  He  ordered  mahommed,  the  great  moghol, 
feated  in  a  royal  litter,  and  preceded  by  his  ftandards,  with  two  hundred  of  the  fer- 
vants  of  his  court,  to  march  forward  into  the  city.  Thefe  were  convoyed  by  four 
thoufand  Persian  horie,  who  accompanied  the  Indian  monarch  to  his  apart- 
ment •*•  ' 

Nadir  encamped  with  his  forces  without  the  gates.  The  next  morning  he 
marched  with  great  circumlpe&ion  thro'  the  city  to  the  caftle%  attended  by  a  body 
of  twenty  thoufand  men.  Mahommed  shah  had  already  given  notice  to  the  inha- 
bitants, when  the  Persian  conqueror  was  to  enter  that  city  * ;  ordering  that  all  die 
houfes  and  (hops  (hould  be  fliut,  and  according  to  the  awfiil  refpoa  fliewn  to 
caftern  kings,  that  no  pcrfon  (hould  prcfume  to  appear  in  the  (beets.  This  order 
was  executed  with  sreat  exaAnefs ;  for  of  the  vaft  number  of  inhabitants,  there 
were  no  fpeftators  othis  triumphant  entry  :  a  mournful  (ilence  reigned  throughout 
the  city,  as  if  it  prefaged  fome  dreadful  calamity. 

Nadir  having  taken  pofle(rion  of  the  caftle,  was  immediately  attended  by  ma- 
hommed shah,  towards  whom  he  behaved  with  great  civility.  He  diftributed  hi$ 
troops  into  their  quarters,  and  took  all  the  nece(rary  meafures  that  due  obedience 
(hould  be  paid  to  his' orders,  till  the  articles  of  peace  were  regulated  with  nizam 
AL  MULucic.  In  the  mean  while  he  enjoined  his  NiEssAKHCHi  •  in  the  ftriftcft  man- 
ner, that  whoever  prcfumed  to  injure  any  of  the  natives,  (hould  be  puniftied  with 
the  fevereft  baftonading,  or  with  the  lofs  of  their  ears  or  no(e,  according  to  the 
^nature  of  their  offence. 

The  PERSIANS,  however  polite  in  their  manners,  are  but  rude  in  their  appaid 
.and  cu(loms,  compared  with  the  delicacy  of  the  Indians.  In  naoir's  army  were 
alfo  many  tartars,  whofe  rough  and  favage  afpeds  made  fuch  impreflions  on 
the  INDIANS,  that  they  avoided  as  much  as  polllbte  all  communicadon  with  them. 

Saadit  KHAN,  who  fcems  to  have  been  a  man  of  wBrm  paffions,  and  of  an  in- 
conftant  difpo(ition,  was  now  as  forward  to  recommend  himlelf  to  his  new  mafter 
NADIR,  as  he  had  been  ambitious  ft  karnal,  of  exerdng  him&lf  in  the  defence 
of  his  true  foverrign.  He  went  out  to  the  gardens  of  sralimar  to  meet  nadir 
SHAH,  and  accompanied  him  till  he  alighted  at  the  palace  of  dshdie.  Tliis  lord 
had  flattered  himfelf  with  hopes  of  being  admitted  to  a  private  audience,  in  which  it 
was  pre(umed  he  intended  to  recommend  certain  mesuiucs  for  the  intereft  of  the 
PERSIAN  king.  Nadir,  who  had  always  di(lingui(hed  himfelf  for  his  penetration^ 
fpoke  with  great  harihnefe  to  hino^  and  demanded  why  he  Ind  not  btgtm  coilefting 
the  fubfidies. 

This 

*  The  fcvcnth  of  march.  '  ^  Thh  they  call  the  a  rsR  kca  m  l,  which  fignifies  thejplaoe  of  joy* 

«  Caftle  is  afed  f/nonimoufly  foi"  caftle,  citadel,  or  palace,  viz.  place  of  defchce.  *  This  was  the 

ninth  of  m  a  r  c  h  .  «  Thefe  are  the  order  of  foldiers  who  arc  charged  with  the  poaHhaeat  if  e^ 

ftncda,  as  already  laentioned. 
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This  reproof  touched  saadit  khan  to  the  heart;  hisjealoufy  was  fired,  and  he  ^739- 
concluded  that  nizam  al  mvlucic  had  done  him  {bnie  ill  office.  Under  this 
anxiety  o(  thought,  it  is  probaWe  the  remembrance  of  his  infidelity  recoiled  upon 
him.  He  knew  that  to  be  fufpedted  by  a  prince  of  fucfi  a  temper  as  nadir,  was 
but  a  renrK>ve  from  ruin.  Under  thefe  circumftances  he  retired  i  and  defpair  drove 
turn  CO  the  fa^al  expedient  of  taking  poifon.. 

'Such  is  oftentimes  the  fat«  of  men  who  fwerve  from  the  paths  €>f  honor,  and 
bewilder  themfelves  in  the  mazes  of  iniquity.  Thofe  principles  which  entice  them 
to  focfeke  the  intereft  of  their  country,  in  order  to  gratify  a  private  paflion  or  re- 
fcntment,  hardly  ever  fupport  tlicm  under  a  change  of  fortune,  or  the  preffurc  of 
calamities^ 

What  had  palled  oit  the  plains  of  icai^nae,  and!  the  havock  created  by  the  fword 
and  famine,  was  but  a  preclude  to  the  diftref^  which  heaven  permitted  to  fall  upon 
the  unfortunate  Inhabitants  of  dbhlie.  The  next  day  *  after  nadir's  arrival,  was 
a  feall  of  facrifice ^with  the  Indians,  and  the  new  years-day  of  the  Persians. 
Nad  I  »4s  lieutenant,  x-ffiHMAS^KHAN,  fent  federal  Persian,  horfemen  of  the  n^es- 
ftiCKHCHi  to  the  granaries  %  ordering  them  to  be  opened,  and  the  price  of  corn  to 
be  fixed*  This  not  being  done  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  proprietors,  occafioned 
the  aflfembling  a  mob.  Sayd  nea5&  rhan,  and  feveral-  other  perfons  of  diftindtion, 
put  themfelves  at  their  head,  and  killed  the  pkilsian  horfmeru 

After  this  unwarrantable  adt,  a  report  was  (bon  fpcead  that  nadir*  ibah  was 
llain*i  upon  which  the  tumult  increafed.  All  idle  perfons  and  men  of  defperate 
fortunes  joined  them,  and  marched  towards  the  caftle.  A  party  of  Persian  horfe, 
which  was  polled  near  the  entrance,  were  forced  to  retire  with  fome  lofs.  In  the 
mean  while,  feveral  Persians  wham  sayd  nbaz  khan*  had  taken  as  a  fafe-guard  to 
kis  houfe,  were  treacherouffy  ftiut  up  in  a  room,  and  burnt  alive.  The  foldiers  ,  . 
who  were  lodged  in.  the  palace  of  tne  deceafed  devran  kran,  and  other  great 
koufes  and  caravanferais,  were  obliged  to  retreat  to  their  quarters,  and  remain  un- 
der arms  the  whole  night.  The  caraion  and  harquebufles  on  the  ramparts  of  the 
caftle,  as  m^II  as  thofe  in  the  houfes  occupied  by  the  Persians,,  were  difcharged  at 
Ihe  mob,  but  without  quelling  the  infurreAion. 

The  next  morning  nam  r,  at  the  head  of  a  ftrong  party  of  his  troops  ifliied  out 
of  the  palace,  with  an  intention  to  fupprefs  the  uimult.     Whether  the  difcovery^ 
of  the  dead  bodies  of  feveral  of  his  foldiers,  fired  him  with  the  defperate  refolution  . 
ef  ordering  the  inhabitants  to  be  maflacred,  does  not  clearly  appear  *•     If  we  may. 
j^dge  from  his  natural  cruelty  and  infatiable  avarice,  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  be--  * 
iieve,  that  he  at  once  delivered  up  the  city,  without  any  limitation,  to  flaughter^.  • 
and  pillage.    His  orders  were  in  an  inltant  obeyed.:  a  place  taken  by  ftorm  never 

exhibited  i 

•  The  loth  of  MARCB.  *  Bid  zoha.  •^THefe  tie  called  pahr  cmjHf^  '  Tbcfc  r 

ffopte  feem  to  have  been  in  the  fame  drcomftances  of  deiuitoo  as  the  Persians,  in  dieb^^aMlbn  £ve.  • 
years  afterwards  atASTRABAD,  who  fird  took  arms»  and  then  flattered  themfdvea^  mJt  erenrTcported^  . 
that  NADIR  8MAH  was  dead.  •  Mr.  fr azbr»  who  has  given  the  aathorities  for  moft  of  thr 

tranfaaioDS  hi  dbhli b,  fays,  that  the  Ibldien  wcrt  U  tOt  ordered  not  tf>^j0  Uj:  haaowto  dieinnoceBt.     . 
But  foldiers  are  bad  judges  in  fuckca&s* 
S 


K 
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»I739- exhibited  a  greater  fccne  of  horror.     The  Persian  Ibldiers  having  fpread  them- 
felves,  broke  open  houfes  and  palaces,  flaughtering  with  an  unbridled  fury,  with 
\very  little  diftindion  of  age  or  fex.    Thb  bloody  fcene  extended  above  fix  miles  *- 

Many  who  had  fled  from  the  neighbouring  country  to  take  refuge  in  the  city, 
aflembled  in  a  body  to  defend  their  lives  ;  thefe  were  joined  by  jewellers,  money- 
changers, and  rich  (hop-keepers.  The  phyfician  of  the  court  put  himfelf  at  their 
head,  and  defpair  fupplied  the  place  of  ftrength  and  refolution.  Thefe  unhappy 
people  fought  bravely  for  fome  time,  but  being  fb  little  accuftomed  to  the  ufe  of 
arms,  they  had  only  the  fatisfaAion  of  dying  fword  in  hand. 

LuTF  ALi  KHAN  condu£led  this  bloody  bufmefs  in  one  quarter  of  the  town  i 
siRBULLiND  KHAN  rufticd  from  his  palace,  and  proftrated  himfelf  before  the  Per- 
sian general,  reprefenting  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  city  were  inno- 
» cent.  This  indian  lord,  whofc  venerable  afped  had  charms  to  arreft  the  murdering 
hands,  begged  for  the  lives  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  offered  to  pay  a  large  raoibm, 
which  was  accepted,  and  the  flaughter  ceafed. 

In  the  mean  time  nizam  al  mulucr,  ftung  with  remorfe  at  the  fight  of  lb  fad 
a  ipedUcle,  and  confcious  of  his  guilt,  in  being  in  fome  meafure  the  occafion  of  it  \ 
went  and  threw  himfelf  at  nadir's  £tet,  intreating  his  mercy,  for  the  unfortunate 
remains  of  ib  Bourifiiing  a  city.  After  a  torrent  of  reproaches,  nadir  gave  orders 
for  the  recall  of  his  foldiers. 

This  carnage  lafi^d  from  eight  in  the  morning  till  three  in  the  afternoon  ;  about 
four  hundred  of  the  Persians  were  killed,  but  of  the  citizens  not  lefs  than  one 
,hundred  and  ten  thoufand.  AU  the  jewellers  and  goldfmiths  (hops  were  plunder- 
.ed,  and  many  of  them  fet  on  fire.  Private  houfes  had  no  better  fortune  :  and  the 
palaces  of  the  great  partook  of  the  common  ruin.  Next  morning  the  inhabitants 
were  ordered,  under  the  fevered  penalties  to  bury  their  dead.  Thefe  unhappy  people 
had  not  even  time  to  diftinguilhthe  mahqmmedans  from  the  pagans:  the  latter, 
tho'  abominable  to  muffulmen  even  after  death,  were  either  tumbled  into  one  com- 
mon grave,  or  confumed  together  in  funeral  piles,  after  the  manner  of  the  pagans. 

As  to  thofe  who  were  (hut  up  in  houfes,  numbers  of  their  bodies  were  not  brought 
,out  for  burial  till  after  nadir*s  departure :  what  horrid  fpcfliacles  they  were  then, 
the  refleftion  is  /hocking  to  humanity.  Many  who  were  jealous  of  their  honor 
killed  their  wives,  and  then  committed  murder  on  themfelves.  Numbers  were 
burnt  in  their  houfes,  efpecially  women  and  children  4  nor  did  the  fword  fpare  even 
the  infant  at  his  mother's  breaft.  Horror  and  defpair  had  plunged  the  inhabiunts 
into  fuch  diftrcfs,  that  hear  ten  thoufand  women  threw  themfelves  into  wells  ^  of 
thefe,  fome  were  .afterwards  taken  out  alive  S 

When 

^  Dbhlis  is  mrefented  to  be  a  very  large  city.  ^  Becaafe  of  his  treafonable  con«fpoiidence» 

which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  motive  to  the  invafion.  «  One  remarkable  inctdent  liappened 

of  a  certain  man  who  barnt  twenty  women  of  his  family ;  and  then  finding  that  the  foldiers  had  mifled 
his  houfe,  went  out  to  acquaint  them  he  had  largf  effcOs ;  thefe  the  foldkrs  took«  bat  left  him  onhnxt 
,upoR  which  he  murdered  himfelf. 
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When  the  flaughter  began,  the  mob  who  had  been  the  apparent  occafion  of  it  1739* 
difappe^red,  and  left  the  innocent  to  fiifier.  The  leading  people  of  this  fatal  tu- 
mult had  been  lb  infatuated,  as  to  think  that  a  mob  might  efFed  what  the  imperial 
army  of  india  had  hardly  any  chance  of  executing :  feveral  of  thefe  were  taken 
prifoners,  among  whom  was  sayd  neaz  khan.  The  vizir  and  nizam  al  mu- 
LUCK  pleaded  hard  for  him,  but  in  vain  ;  nadir  ordered  his  bcJJy  to  be  ripped  open, 
and  in  this  deplorable  manner  he  expired. 

The  prifoners  brought  before  the  Persian  king  amounted  to  feveral  thoufands  ; 
Of  thefe  the  greateft  part  were  women,  of  whom  many,  contrary  to  the  difcipline 
he  had  eftabli(hed,  and  contrary  to  the  facred  rights  of  humanity,  had  upon  this  oc- 
cafion fufiered  the  moft  infamous  treatment.  Nadir  ordered  them  to  be  conduced 
to  their  refpeftive  houfes,  where  they  retired  in  circumftances  of  the  dcepeft 
diftrefs. 

The  amount  of  th(s  lofs  in  houfes,  eflFeAs,  and  riches,  in  fo  opulent  a  city,  muft     - 
have  been  very  confiderable :  but  in  fuch  a  confufion,  it  Is  probable  many  valuable 
things  were  deftroyed.     Large  fums  were  brought  into  nadir's  treafury  ;  and  the 
booty  which  the  Persian  foldiers  referved  to  themfelves,  as  afterwards  appeared, 
was  very  important. 

Before  the  maflacre  at  dehlie,  a  party  of  the  Persian  forces  had  been  fent  to 
ieize  the  cannon  at  the  palace  of  an  indian  lord.  Thefe  had  been  alfo  treacheroufly 
fct  upon  and  murdered,  by  a  body  of  tartar  moghols  *.  Nadir  being  informed 
of  this  accident,  fent  a  large  detachment,  who  fell  upon  thofe  people  and  flaughtered 
near  fix  thoufand  of  them.  The  Persians  brought  away  the  ordnance,  together 
with  three  hundred  perfons  of  the  chief  rank  among  them.  Nadir  caufcd  the 
heads  of  thefe  immediately  to  be  (truck  off,  and  their  bodies  to  be  thrown  into  the 

RETEE  \ 

After  this,  a  proclamation  was  made,  that  all  perfons  fhould  purfue  their  em- 
ployments, and  that  none  of  the  Persian  foldiers  fhould  hurt  or  moleit  them. 
To  prevent  the  ordinary  confequences  of  fuch  calamities,  nadir  gave  orders  that 
the  granaries  fhould  be  fealed  up  <^,  and  guards  fet  over  them.  He  aifo  commanded 
feveral  parties  of  cavalry  to  inveft  the  city,  that  no  perfbn  might  go  out  of  it  with- 
out a  particular  licence.  Many  whom  hunger  and  mifery  induced  to  leave  this 
dreadful  fcene,  were  arrefted  by  the  Persian  guards,  who  cut  off  their  ears  or 
nofes. 

S  o  ievere  a  conduft  was  foon  followed  by  the  diflrefs  of  many  thoufands,  who 
had  been  plundered  of  their  money  and  effeds  j  for  provifions  were  become  excef- 
five  dear.  The  people  who  were  not  the  proper  inhabitants  of  the  city  applied  to 
nadir  shah,  chufing  rather  to  die  by  a  fpeedy  effeft  of  his  anger,  than  to  perifh 

more 

•  Thcfc  are  called  moghol  povra.  *  The  river  of  dehlie.  *  In  persia  as  well 

as  RUSSIA,  the  fealing  up  doors  by  means  of  al>it  of  ftring  with  fome  bees  wax  imprefled  with  a  fealv 
is  looked  upon  more  facred  than  any  lock. 

Vol.  IL  Ccc 
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more  flowly  with  hunger.  Thefc  went  to  him  in  a  body,  and  in  tears  of  anguilh 
and  diftrcfs  proftrated  thcmfelvcs,  and  begged  for  bresTd.  Even  the  cruel  nadir 
was  touched  with  their  misfortunes,  and  gave  them  liberty  of  retiring  to  ferid- 
ABAD,  in  order  to  buy  provifions. 


CHAP.        IX, 

Male  adminiftraiion  of  riza  kouli  myrza,  regent  of  Persia.      Rebellion  of  the 
ARABS  againfi  the  Persian   government.      ConduR  af  the  Persian   embaffador 

at   CONSTANTINOPLE. 

DURING  this  fcene  of  mifcry  and <levaftation  at  dehlie,  Persia  ftill  groaned 
under  a  tyrannical  government.  Riza  kouli  mvrza  the  regent,  by  praAi- 
fing  all  the  arts  of  cruelty  and  extortion,  foon  incurred  the  hatred  of  the  people. 
In  order  to  cover  his  rapacious  avarice,  he  took  the  fpecious  name  of  a  merchant : 
thus  he  arbitrarily  monopolized  the  raw  filk  on  his  own  terms,  and  obliged  the  ma- 
nufafturers  to  take  it  of  him  again  at  the  price  he  was  pleafed  to  impofe.  In  the 
vanity  of  his  heart  he  wrote  to  hts  father,  to  acquaint  him  that  he  had  gained  a 
million  five  hundred  thoufand  crowns  %  without  doing  wrong  to  any  man.  Nadir, 
jealous  of  fuch  extraordinary  abilities  in  his  fon,  defired  him  to  explain  himfelf. 
Riza  kouli  anfwered,  that  he  had  turned  merchant,  and  obtained  it  by  commerce, 
of  whidi  he  fent  him  a  certificate  •*. 

■ 
The  shah,  who  was  not  to  be  eafily  impofed  on,  reprcfcnted  to  him  the  injurious 
confequenccs  of  fuch  proceedings ;  that  it  he  had  fo  great  a  paflion  for  trade,  a 
filhery  *  fliould  be  appointed  him,  from  whence  he  might  draw  a  confiderable  pro^ 
fit,  without  invading  any  property,  or  diminifhing  the  advantages  which  belonged 
to  fair  traders,  by  whom  nations  are  enriched.  Upon  the  whole,  he  was  fo  much 
difpleaied  at  his  fon's  adminiftration,  that  he  fent  a  decree,  confirming  all  governors 
and  magiftrates  in  their  pods,  till  he  (hould  return  from  india.  This  incident  was 
fo  contumelious  a  reproach  to  the  prince,  that  it  laid  the  foundation  of  his  rebellion, 
as  we  fliall  have  occafion  to  relate. 

'|*HE  PERSIANS  rejoiccd  at  the  fuccefs  of  their  king  over  the  Indian  monarch  ; 
and  the  value  of  the  riches  taken  from  that  prince  were  reprefented  as  ineftimable. 
What  tended  to  flatter  them  into  the  hopes  of  halcyon  .days,  was  the  arrival  of  a 
meffenger,  who  brought  a  decree*  from  nadir  shah,  which  exempted  them  from 
taxes  for  a  whole  year,  to  commence  from  the  tenth  of  march.     The  officers,  who 

had 

^  Seren  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  ^  This  certificate  of  his  fair-dealinR  was  indeed  tefti- 
Red  hy  the  merchants  of  rbshd,  but  it  was  obtained  by  compulfive  meansy  through  the  interpofitioa  of 
his  principal  a^nt  uadches  saddi/k.  ^  At  a  time  wnen  the  fuccefs  of  the  hening-fifhoy  feeou 

to  be  fufpe£ted  by  many,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  refled  on  this  advice  of  nadir  sham  ;  his  notioa 
feems  to  arife  from  reafon  and  nature,  without  difcourfe  or  argument ;  for  fifli  is  fo  fmall  an  article  of  the 
food  of  the  PERSIANS,  that  it  feems  ftrange  that  nadir  ihonld  ftumble  on  the  thought.  '  Thb  is 

called  a  rao am.    Firm an>  which  is  a  name  given  it  by  fome>  I  imagine  to  be  more  proper  to  india. 
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had  begun  to  coUcft  the  money,  were  ordered  to  refund ;  which  they  performed  1739. 
accordingly* 

Amidst  all  thefc  rapid  viftories,  Persia  was  not  free  from  alarms.  Some  of  her 
fubjefts  in  the  fouth  took  the  advantage  of  the  shah's  abfence,  and  threw  off  their 
yoke.  Nadir  had  ordered  feven'  of  his  fhips  to  be  prepared  in  the  Persian  gulph, 
for  fome  expedition  which  he  had  meditated*:  the  Persian  commander  took  this 
occafion  to  feize  the  barks  belonging  to  the  houles,  a  tribe  of  arabs,  and  would 
not  permit  any  of  them  to  crofs  the  ftrait  of  ormus.  This  gave  occafion  for  a 
revolt,  in  which  the  Persian  fhips  were  taken  by  thefe  Arabians,^  and  feveral  of 
them  burnt. 

Taghi  khan,  the  governor  of  shir  ass,  foon  after  embarked  a  great  number  of 
men  in  fmall  veflels  \  and  went  to  chaftife  the  rebels.  In  the  mean  time  the  mas- 
cats,  another  tribe  of  the  ar  abs,  fitted  out  feveral  fhips,  apprehending  a  vifit  from 
the  PERSIANS.  Their  fears  were  foon  removed,  for  the  houles  were  an  over-match 
for  their  enemies :  the  Persian  forces  were  repulfed,  with  the  lofs  of  near  two 
thoufand  of  their  men.  This  event  however  encouraged  the  iman  *  of  mascat,  to 
accept  the  offer  of  a  defenfive  alliance  with  the  houles,  in  order  to  fupport  their 
mutual  liberty,  againfl  all  attempts  of  the  Persians. 

But  the  greatefl  uneafinefs  was  created  by  the  turks.  Nadir,  notwithflanding 
his  great  diflafice,  endeavoured  to  poflefs  them  with  the  terror  of  his  arms  ;  that  they 
might  not  take  advantage  of  his  abfence  to  make  a  peace  with  the  Russians  and  in- 
vaae  persja.  He  fent  two  embafTadors  to  them  from  k  andahar,  of  whom  the  lafl:, 
MAHOMMED  RXZA  KHAN,  atrivcd  at  CONSTANTINOPLE  in  NOVEMBER  laflycar;  and 
in  the  beginning  of  the  next  month  was  admitted  to  an  audience  of  the  G||bfD 
siGNiOR.  The  KHAN  alTurcd  his  highnefs  in  the  mofl  elegant  and  exalted  tlriy, 
*'  That  his  matter,  the  shah,  had  the  greateft  defire  to  live  in  perfeft  amity  with 
**  him  ;  but  that  the  means  of  doing  this  was  to  yield  up  diarbekir  **,  in  the  fame 
••  condition  it  was  in  during  its  fubjedion  to  the  Persian  empire.  He  alfo  pre- 
"  tended  to  the  upper  Armenia:  and  further  infifted  that  the  grand  signior 
*'  fliould  renounce  his  alliance  with  the  great  moghol  ;  that  the  new  fortifications 
*•  made  at  bagdat,  fince  the  provifional  treaty  of  peace,  concluded  three  years  be- 
**  fore,  fhould  be  demolifhcd;  and  that  the  Persian  caravans  fhould  have  every 
**  where  a  free  pafTage  in  the  dominions  of  the  ottoman  empire.'* 

These  demands  appearing  capricious  as  well  as  infolent,  the  Turkish  miralers, 
though  they  dreaded  a  war  with  Persia,  feemed  by  no  means  difpofcd  to  comply 
with  them;  on  the  contrary,  they  declared  that  the  grand  signior  would  make 
a  peace  with  the  emperor  of  the  Romans,  and  the  emprefs  of  Russia,  andlengage 
in  a  frcfh  war  with  PERSIA,  rather  than  fubmit  to  fuch  difhonorable  conditions. 

C  c  c  a  What 

*  It  is  faid  they  were  intended  to  fail  round,  and  go  up  the  indus,  to  carry  troops  to  join  the  armyi 
which  was  on  the  march  to  india  ;  how  practicable  this  might  be,  I  cannot  determine.  We  are  told 
ALEXANDER  Came  down  the  indus.  **  Tarranquins.  ^  The  chief  of  the  aHabxans 

on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  gulph.  *  This  country  was  formerly  part  of  Mesopotamia,  ami 

the  ancient  boundary  of  the  kingdom  of  ASSTaiA. 
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173a.  What  added  to  the  diftrefs  of  the  porte,  was  the  rebellion,  of  s-are  ben  oclou  in 
NATOLiA.  Nadir  might  flatter  himfelf  into  a  belief  of  felling  his  friendfliip  for 
fome  very  valuable  confideration  -,  but  his  intereft  was  to  keep  the  turks  deeply 
engaged  in  a  war  with  Russia  ;  that  fo  he  might  find  them  the  more  weakened, 
when  he  fliould  return  tafill  up  the  mcafure  of  his  viftories  over  them. 

The  PERSIAN  king  fent  an  embaflTador  alfo  to  the  court  of  st.  Petersburg,  with 
which  he  had  a  mofe  natural  intereft  j  but  that  court  was  alfo  very  fenfible  how  lit- 
tle his  friendfliip  was  to  be  depended  on  5  however,  it  was  fome  fatisfadtion  that  he 
was  very  far  from  having  entered  into  any  clofe  conneftion  with  the  turks,  tho*  he 
was  not  engaged  in  a  war  with  them. 


CHAP.        X. 

Nadir  gives  his  foldiers  a  gratuity.  Contribution  of  audih  brought  to  dehlie. 
SiRBULLiND  khan  appointed  chief  colleHor  of  the  contributions.  His  declaration  to 
NIZAM  AL  MULucK.  Barbarous  treatment  of  the  Indians  in  colleBing  the  contri- 
butions.     The  value  of  the  treafure  colleSed. 

TT  7  E  return  now  to  india,  to  fee  how  the  mighty  ravager  conducted  himfelf 
VV  ^ftc""  fpilling  fo  much  innocent  blood  :  we  ftiall  find  that  his  avarice  was  in 
no  refpefts  inferior  to  his  cruelty.  Thefe  indeed  are  vices  twin-born  from  the  re- 
gions of  darknef^,  and  increafe  in  malignity  in  proportion  to  the  power  by  which 
they  are  fupportcd. 

Nadir  being  now  mafter  of  vaft  treafures»  paid  his  army  their  arrears*,  and  in 
erder  to  encourage  them  to  bring  in  their  plunder,  he  added  a  gratuity  alio.  Thefe 
payments  were  made  in  his  own  coin,  which  was  ftruck  upon  this  occafion,  with 
this  infcription  : 

**  Nadir  the  mafter  of  fortune,  and  the  king  of  kings,  is  the  moft  powerful 
*'  prince  of  the  earth." 
The  reverie  was : 

•'  May  God  perpetuate  his  reign.*' 

TffE  great  bufinefs  was  the  coUeftion  of  thofe  vaft  fums,  which  nadir  exa£ted  of 
the  GREAT  MOOHOL  and  his  fubjefbs.  TiCHMAS  khan  h,ad  been  charged  to  watch 
over  the  condud  of  saadit  khan.  This  Indian  general  ^  had  accepted  the  com- 
mifllon  of  compelling  his  countrymen  to  deliver  up  their  riches,  agreeably  to  the 
refpc&ive  quotas  to  be  levied  on  them.     Upon  his  deceafe,  his  nephew,  mahom- 

KIED 

*  Twelve  months  pty  for  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  men,  at  the  ordinary  compotation,  is  three 
million  four  hundred  tfaoafand  ponttd»;  but  it  is  probable  that  the  riches  he  found  at  cabul»  enabled 
him  to  pay  his  army  on  the  occafion  of  his  taking  that  place  s  and  confeqnently  he  did  not  di/burfe  near 
fo  Urge  a  fum  on  this  occaiion.  ^  I  ufe  the  terms  general  and  lord  as  words  that  are  familiar  and 

emphatical,  and  convey»  I  think,  a  ftronger  idea  than  the  Indian  names.  It  may,  however,  be  proper 
to  remark,  that  nabob  or  navob  is  the  ordinary  title  given  the  omkas  or  Indian  lords  who  are  goves* 
Dors  i  naib  fignifies  a  deputy  or  viceroy,  fuch  as  saadit  khan  wc  may  fuppofe  was  in  a  vdiu. 
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MED  KHAK,  was  Called  upon  to  deliver  in  an  account  of  all  his  uncle's  cfFefts,  1739. 
which  amounted  to,  a  million  fterling  *.     Great  part  of  this  was  brought  from  his 
government,  under  an  efcort  of  a  thoufand  Persian  horfe;  but  the  mm  was  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  ihort  of  what  saadit  khan  had  engaged  to 
pay. 

SiRBx/LLiND  KHAN,  already  mentioned  as  the  perfon  by  whofe  interceffion  the 
maflacre  was  ftopt  in  his  quarter,  though  poor,  was  much  refpefted :  the  corrup- 
tions of  the  court  had  not  tainted  his  integrity.  Nadir  excufcd  him'  from  paying 
any  tax.hijnfel^  as  knowing  his  inability;  but  thele  very  reafons  rendered  him 
worthy-  of  the  greateft  truft ;  hence  he  was  appointed  to  colleft  from  other  people 
the  free  gift**,  and  contribution  ^  His  age  and  infirmities  in  fome  meafure  obftrud- 
iqg  his  vigilance,  nadir  acquainted  him,  that  if  he  meant  to  avoid  the  weight  of 
his  anger,  he* would  do  well  to  exert  himfelf.  Two  hundred  foldiers  were  aflij^ned 
him  a$.  a  guard  in  the  execution  of  this  office.  He  was  alfo  charged  to  oblige  all 
perfons  iii  public  employment  \  to  produce  all  the  horfes,  camels,  and  elephants, 
belonging  to  the  crown,  that  proper  choice  might  be  made  of  them  for  the  ufe  of 
the  PERSIAN  army. 

It  is  fome  confblation  to  honed  men  under  the  circumftances  of  siRBtLLiNo 
KjiAN,  that  they  may  alleviate  a  misfortune,  and  execute  their  charge  with  huma- 
miy ;  when  a  perfon  of  a  different  charafter  would  aggravate  the  evil,  and  render  it 
ftill  more  calamitous.     He  faw  to  what  extremities  he  muft  reduce  the  inhabitants 
in  the  execution  of  this  dangerous  commiffion,  but  there  was  no  remedy.     T^eh- 
MAS  KHAN.and  MUSTAPHA  KHAN  %  preflcd  him  to  enter  upon  the  office  afligned 
him^     The  old  man,  in  the  fulnefs  of  his  heart,  addreffing  himfelf  to  nizam  al 
MULUCK,  who  was  then  prefent,  fpoke  to  this  efic6t :  **  1  have  long  forefeen  the 
•*  misfortune  which  has  overtaken  us  ;  I  often  reprefented  to  the  emperor  the  danger 
**  of  an  eafy  iecurity,  and  defired  him  to  lend  a  trufty  embaflador  with  large  pre- 
*^  fents  into  Persia,  to  divert  the  ftorm  which  was  breaking  out  on  that  fide.    We 
•*-  might  have  appealed  the  refentment  of  the  shah,  and  lived  with  him  in  friehdr 
*^  ihip ;  but  the  courtiers  would  not  liften  to  my  advice ;  they  imagined  that  what  I 
*•  (aid  was  with  a  view  to  fome  private  intereft ;  and  whilft  they  neglefted  to  fecond 
*•  my  counfel,  they  propofed  no  kind  of  expedient  to  avert  the  impending  danger  : 
**  at  length,  we  fee  to  what  a  calamitous  ifTue  things  are  reduced.  For  my  own  part, 
**  had  I  been  poflefledof  money,  I  would  have  fent  it  all  to  kandahar,  rather  than 
**  have  given  any  provocation  to  the  shah  to  have  made  fo  extraordinary  an  expe- 
•'  dition.    However,  we  have  now  no  remedy  j  we  mufl  raife.the  immenfe  fum  of 
**  twenty  crores ',  if  the  money  is  to  be  found,  which  God  only  can  tell  whether  it 
*^  be.poflible  to  raife  under  the  prefent  diftrefled  condition  of  the  capital/' 

Nizam 

*  Eighty  lacks  of  rupees,  or  one  inillion  fterling.  The  fam  promifed  was  a  crorei  or  one  hundred  ]ack)» 
equal  to  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  ^  This  they  call  the  FtiHcusH. 

«  This  is  called  {he  bbavra,  or  forced  contribution.  *  Mansvbdars.  ^  This  was 

die  man  to  whom  I  was  under  fnch  fingular  obligations  in  the  canip  of  nadir  shah  in  march  1744. 

'  Twenty.five  millions  of  pounds.  This  was  the  fum  which  nizam  al  muluck  after  the  battle  of 
carnal  had  agreed  to  pay  the  shah,  exdufive  of  the  jewcb>  gold,  plate,  and  other  rich  goods  belongs* 
ling  to  the  emperor  and  the  lords  of  his  court. 


382  THEHISTORYOF  Part  XIV. 

1739.  Nizam  al  muluck  made  no  reply  to  this  fpeech.  In  whatever  degree  he  was 
anfwcrable  for  the  misfonune,  he  law  too  plainly  the  miftake  he  had  committed, 
as  the  funi  demanded  of  himfelf  was  no  lefi  than  one  crore  and  a  half*.  He,  to- 
gether with  the  vizir  and  devran  khan,  had  received  one  crore*,  which  had  been 
iffued  out  of  the  royal  treafury  for  the  military  cheft,  when  they  marched  againfl: 
the  PERSIANS.  Of  the  two  former  nadir  demanded  an  account  of  this  fum  ;  he 
alfo  ordered  them  to  fend  to  their  refpeftivc  governments  for  all  the  treafure,  be- 
longing cither  to  themfelves  or  the  crown. 

Nizam  al  muluck  reprefented,  that  when  he  left  deccan,  he  eftablifhed  his 
fon  as  his  deputy,  giving  him  pofieflion  of  all  his  eSeds;  that  all  the  world 
knew  his  fon  had  refufed  to  deliver  up  his  government,  and  was  no  longer  in  his 
power;  that  nadir  himfelf  was  only  capable  of  reducing  him  and  the  rebellious 
princes  of  deccan.  This  anfwer,  which  was  in  fome  degree  true,  ferved  to  divert 
the  SHAH  from  purfuing  a  point  in  its  nature  hardly  pradicablc.  It  was  very  plain 
he  thought  it  unfafc  to  penetrate  deeper  into  the  country,  left  he  fliould  never  get 
out  of  it  again. 

KuMMiR  o*din  khan,  thc  vizir,  was  treated  with  greater  feverity.  He  en- 
deavoured to  elude  the  payment  of  the  large  contribution  demanded  of  him  -,  na« 
DiR  therefore  caufed  him  to  be  expofed  openly  to  the  fun,  which  is  reckoned  a 
punifhment  contumelious  as  well  as  painful,  and  in  that  country  dangerous  to  the 
health.  At  length,  he  extorted  from  him  a  whole  crore  of  rupees  ^,  befides  a  groat 
value  in  precious  ftones  and  elephants.  His  fecretary,  who  was  alfo  a  man  of  for- 
tune, was  taxed  in  a  large  fum,  and  delivered  to  sirbullind  khan,  in  order  to  be 
tortured  if  he  did  not  pay  it ;  however,  he  prevented  this  periecution  by  a  dofe  cf 
poifon. 

A  SUM  of  money  was  now  iflued  out  of  the  treafury  for  the  charge  of  fifty  borfc- 
men,  who  were  ordered  to  march  to  bengal,  with  direftions  to  the  governor  to 
fend  feven  crores  of  rupees*.  The  vakeel  •  of  that  kingdom,  who  was  then  pre- 
fent  at  dehlie,  laid  that  fo  much  money  would  load  a  firing  Of  waggons  to  reach 
from  thence  to  the  capital.  Being  feverely  beaten  for  his  farcafm,  he  went  home, 
and  revenged  himfelf  by  taking  poifon  together  with  his  wbofc  family. 

The  INDIANS  of  diftindion  ftcm  to  have  a  great  fenfibility  of  fuch  indignides. 
The  gentler  treatment  to  which  they  had  been  accuftomed,  gave  them  very  differ- 
ent impreffions  from  what  the  Persians  received  in  the  like  circumftances. 

It  is  noteafy  to  conceive  with  what  rigor  thefe  contributions  were  levied.;  and 
what  numbers  deftroyed  themfelves  with  their  own  hands,  to  be  delivered  from  the 
tortures  and  punifliments  with  which  they  were  threatened.  No  barbarities  were 
left  unpraftifed :  the  tax  impofed  was  ftridlly  exafted,  tho*  in  the  computation  of 
the  relpedtive  abilities  of  the  inhabitants,  numerous  miftakes  were  made.     Befides, 

as 
*  One  million  eight  handred  feventy  thoufand  pounds.  ^  One  million  two  hundred  fifty  then- 

fand  ponnds.  '  One  million  two  handred  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  *  Eight  millions  fevcn 

hundred  £hy  thoufand  pounds.  I  never  haud  that  he  received  any  money  from  thence,  tho*  the  pro- 
vince was  alarmed,  and  in  many  places  difpofed  to  fubmit.  The  riches  of  dehlib  feemed  to  fill  up  the 
neafureof  his  avarice,  great  as  it  was.  «  The.  lieutenant  governor. 
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as  there  were  no  purchafers  of  their  efFefts,  except  the  Persians,  hardly  a  quarter  1739. 
of  their  value  was  paid.  The  confequencc  of  this  was,  that  many  left  their  for- 
tunes and  families  at  the  mercy  of  the  Persians,  and  made  their  efcapc  to  acbar 
A  BAD.  Here  the  governor  received  them,  determined  to  refift  any  of  the  flying 
parties  who  fhould  appear  in  his  diftridl ;  for  which  purpofe  he  appointed  fix  thou- 
fand  horfe  to  proteft  thofe  who  fled  to  him  for  ihelter. 

Mean  while  all  the  inhabitants  of  any  confideration  were  obliged  to  declare  under 
their  hand- writing,  what  money  and  effefts  they  were  pofleflfed  of;  that  if  it  fliould 
be  afterwards  found  they  had  concealed  any  thing,  they  might  be  punifhed  with 
the  utmofl:  feverity ;  and  in  this  procefs  a  fufpicion  was  often  deemed  a  proof. 

The  commiffioners  appointed  for  the  colleftion  fat  every  day,  from  fun- rile  till 
evening,  during  which  time  there  was  very  little  refpeft  fhewn  to  perfons.  At  length, 
about  the  middle  of  april,  the  fum  of  four  crores*  was  extorted  from  the  mer*- 
chants  and  common  people.  In  the  royal  treafuries  were  found  three  crores  **  of 
money ;  but  in  the  inward  vaults,  which  had  been  fliut  during  many  reigns,  they 
difcovered  a  much  larger  value*.  Noif^mufl:  we  forget  to  mention  the  peacock 
throne,  which  was  rich  in  jewels,  and  valued  at  a  prodigious  fum.  The  whole  of 
the  treafure  amaflfed  upon  this  occafion,  is  eflimated  as  follows : 

Crores.  £. 

Jewels  taken  from  the  great  moghol  and  the  \     25     —     31,  250, 000 

INDIAN  lords         ■  ■  ^ 

The  peacock  throne,   with  nine  others,  alfo  ft- 1 

veral  weapons  and  utenfils  all  garnilhed  with  r 

precious  (tones  ■  ■ 

Gold  and  filvcr  plate,  and  money,  which  na-1 

DiR  melted  down  into  large  ingots  ' 

To  thefe  we  may  add  the  rich  manufadtures  of  i 

many  kinds  ■  ■  ■         ^ 

Cannon,  warlike  ftores,  furniture,  and  other  va- 1 

luable  commodities  ■  ■ ' 

*  Five  millions  of  pounds.  ^  Three  millions  feven  hundred  and  fifty  thoufgnd  pounds. 

<  The  difierene  relations  we  have  had  of  this  extraordinary  rapine*  are  for  the  moft  part  upon  the 
marvellous ;  and  feveral  writers  have  fullered  their  imaginations  to  travel  much  fafier  than  their  jucigment. 
I  could  never  come  to  the  bottom  of  the  matter  in  Persia.  The  Persians  talked  only  of  heaps  of 
treafure,  and  thoufands  of  camels,  and  mules  loaded  with  gold  and  filver  and  precious  ftones.  Mr. 
PRAZBR*s  account,  which  I  adopt,  makes  it  in  general  feventy  crores,  which  feems  to  be  the  higheft 
calculation  that  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  warrant ;  this  is  equal  to  eighty-feven  millions  five  hundred 
thoufand  [wunds  of  our  money.  Of  this  fttm«  thirty-icven  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  is 
computed  in  gold  and  filvcr. 
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11,250,000 

30 



37,500,000 

2 



2,500,000 

4 



5,000,000 
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CHAP.        XI. 

"iiA\y\K<fHarrhs  bis  fecond  fon  to  ibt  niece  of  mahommed  shah.  The prefents  be  makss 
to  tbat prince  and  the  Indian  lords.  Tbe  great  mogholV  cefficn  of  all  the  country 
on  tbe  weji  of  tbe  indus.  Nadir'j  advice  to  that  prince.  He  begins  bis  march 
from  DEHiiE,  and  mujlers  bisarmy.     Value  of  tbe  damage  done  tbe  Indians. 

^7i9*  WJ^^^^^  NADIR  was  thus  glutting  himfclf  with  trcafurcs,  he  affeftcd  to 
W  eftablift)  a  laftingfriendlhip  with  the  great  moghol.  With  this  view  he 
demanded  cambarche,  the  niece  of  that  prince,  in  marriage  for  his  iecond  ion 
NESR  ALi  MYRZA.  Their  nuptials  Jwere  accordingly  confummated  on  the  27th  of 
MARCH,  with  fome  appearances  of  that  fatisfadtion  which  fuch  alliances  generally 
create  in  the  families  of  princes.  Mahommed  shah  was  in  no  circumftances  to 
make  his  niece  prefents  fuitable  to  his  own  rank,  or  her  condition ;  however,  he 
fcnt  her  fifty  thoufand  rupees  in  money',  and  as  much  in  jewels.  Nadir  himfclf 
added  to  thcfe  the  value  of  five  hundred  thoufand  rupees  in.  jewels ". 

It  might  be  prefumed  that  this  alliance  was  calculated  for  political  ends^  eithtf  to 
preferve  his  authority  over  the  Indians,  or  to  retain  fome  part  of  his  conqueft  by 
right  of  dowry  to  the  young  princefs :  but  this  was  not  the  cafe.  Nadir  knew  that 
he  could  not  fupport  his  fovereignty  over  fo  vaft  a  country,  and  govern  a  people  fo 
difierent  in  manners,  tho'  of  a  genius  milder  and  more  tradable  than  the  Persians  % 
by  any  authority  but  what  was  derived  from  the  fword.  So  far  then  as  fuch  au- 
thority could  be  extended,  he  might  reafonably  hope  to  fupport  his  conqueft,  and 
farther  than  this,  alliances  by  marriage  could  be  of  no  fignification.  Befides,  the 
marriages  of  mahommedan  princes,  who  take  feveral  wives,  ought  to  be  confi- 
dered  in  a  different  light  from  thofe  of  chriftian  kings;  tho'  it  is  a  means  fbme- 
times  ufed  among  them,  as  well  as  chriflians,  to  confolidate  their  friendfhips. 

Perhaps  nadir  took  this  occafion  to  make  the  firft  mention  of  his  defire  that  the 
province  of  cabul,  with  all  the  country  on  the  weftern  banks  of  the  indus,  from 
the  fort  of  attock,  fliould  be  yielded  to  him.  And  what  difficulty  could  the 
trembling  monarch  of  hjndostan  make,  to  abandon  his  right  to  thofe  provinces, 
whilft  he  found  himfelf  in  the  hands  of  a  conqueror,  who  confidered  itys  an  a£b  of 
clemency  to  grant  him  even  his  life  ?  ^ 

C)uring  thefe  tranfa£tions  in  dehlie,  the  Persians  marauded  for  thirty  or  forty 
miles  round  the  capital,  plundering  the  villages,  laying  wafte  the  fields,  and  killing 
the  inhabiunts  who  refifted.  Numbers  of  thefe  were  left  without  any  provender  for 
their  cattle,  which  added  greatly  to  their  diftrefs. 

Nadir,  who  was  determined  that  due  obedience  fhould  be  paid  to  all  his  decrees, 

remembred  that  which  related  to  the  conformity  of  the  schias  and  sunnis.     The 

faft 

*  Six  thoubad  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  ^  Five  lacks,  or  fixty-two  thoufand  five  h  o 

'dred  pounds.  ^  The  Persians  are  polite  and  gentle  in  their  deportment,  and  fabmlfiive  to 

.their  fuperiors  i  but  their  tafte  for  arms,  and  their  repugnance  to  be  ruled  by  a  tyrant  and  nfuqier^  hm 
ibeen  proved  fnficiently. 
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faft  and  repentance,  in  commemoration  of  the  death  of  imam  hassan,  and  imam  17^9. 
HUSSEIN  %  falling  out  in  the  month  of  march,  he  caufed  it  to  be  proclaimed,  that 
no  pcrfon  whatever,  either  of  his  own  army,  or  of  the  fubjeds  of  the  great  mo- 
OHOL,  fhould  prefume  to  mention  the  words  tazia  ^  or  matim  S  This  however 
did  not  hinder,  but  that  fome  of  his  own  Ibldiers,  in  the  camp  widiout  the  city, 
beat  their  breafts,  and  made  lamentations  according  to  their  former  cuftom  i  for 
which  they  were  feverely  puniftied. 

The  fcene  was  now  drawing  near  a  dole.  The  grandeur  of  a  great  prince  and  a 
conqueror  called  on  nadir  for  ibme  afts  of  generofity.  Thofe  Indian  lords,  who 
had  been  employed  in  ufing  their  influence  and  authority  to  colled  the  vaft  treafures 
he  had  ama^d,  were  intided  to  fome  regard,  tho^  it  were  but  a  mark  of  honor. 

For  thefe,  forty-two  ^refents  ^  were  provided,  conHfting  each  of  diiee,  four,  or 
five  pieces  of  gold  or  filver  fluffs,  according  to  their  refpedive  ranks.  Thofe^- 
pointed  for  nizam  al  muluck,  sirbullind  khan,  the  great  vizir,  kummir 
o*DiN  KHAN  %  and  mahommed  khan  buncush,  an  Indian  general,  who  had  alfo 
been  of  great  fervice  to  the  Persian  monarch,  were  much  more  coniiderable,  con- 
fiftingof  three  rich  veftments,  a  turbant,  with  a  Persian  fabre  and  knife,  the 
handles  of  which  were  mounted  with  gold,  and  enameled.  This  ceremony  was 
performed  on  the  firft  of  may,  and  all  the  omras  were  ordered  to  attend  at  the 
general  divan,  where  mahommed  shah  their  own  fbvereign  was  prelent :  they  were 
alfo  entertained  with  the  morning's  repaft  \ 

Upon 

•  The  two  fona  of  ali  often  mentioned.  *»  Signifies  moarning.  «  Death.  *  Thefe 

are  called  khalaet,  which  properly  iignifies  pcrfedl  or  accompliOied ;  a  robe  of  honor  given  by  the 
king.     See  page  x  lo  of  this  volume.  ^  Signifies  the  moon  of  reli|;ion.    They  tell  a  remarkable 

lh)ry  of  this  perfon,  with  relation  to  his  Ton  bbdrbddim  icmaii»  who  difappeared  at  karnal,  and  it 
was  reafonable  to  prefume  fell  in  the  field  of  battle.  Soon  after  this  time,  the^AjAHof  pervbr  met  a 
voung  man  in  the  habit  of  a  d e  r v b i s h,  whom  he  took  tobeBEDREobiN  khan,  whofe  perfon  was  well 
known  to  him.  The  rajah  hnvinff  a  ereat  friendlhip  for  the  vizir,  fent  an  exprefs  to  court,  to  inform 
that  miniiler  of  the  joyful  news  that  his  ion  was  found.  In  the  mean  while,  the  yoang  man  was  received 
b^  the  RAJAH  with  the  utmpft  politenefs  and  affedion,  and  doatfaed  in  the  richeii  manner,  agreeable  to 
his  fappofed  quality.  The  vizir  was  tranfported  with  joy  at  the  news,  and  received  the  compliments  of 
his  friends  npon  this  happy  occafion.  Orders  were  difpatched  immediately  to  the  raj  ah,  to  fend  the  fup- 
pofed  fon  to  court ;  a  nch  palankin  was  i^epared,  and  moonted  on  an  elephant,  and  the  yoang  man  was 
conveyed  with  great  pomp  by  five  handrea  horfe  as  far  as  acbarabad,  where  he  was  received  wkh 
great  marks  of  diftinction  by  the  foldiers  and  donneftics,  whom  the  vizir  had  fent  to  meet  him.  from 
thence  he  was  condaded  to  die  capital.  The  yoang  man  was  no  fooner  arrived  there,  than  the  vizir  re» 
ceivcd  him  with  open  arms,  and  liied  over  him  the  tears  of  joy  and  paternal  afiedlion  :  the  refemblatice 
was  fo  great,  that  the  vizir  entertained  not  the  leaft  jealoufy,  but  imagined  bis  fuppofed  fon  jelled,  when 
he  declared  in  the  fame  manner  he  had  done  to  the  rajah,  that  he  was  not  bborbdd  in  khan.  The 
delufion  was  carried  fo  far,  that  he  was  introduced  to  the  harram,  and  prefented  to  his  foppofed  mother. 
His  countenance,  his  f(ature»  his  voice,  and  air,  perfoaded  this  lady  alio  that  he  was  her  (on ;  but  as  he 
ftill  perfifted  that  he  was  not,  her  curiofity  induced  her  to  examine  his  bodv,  asBBDRBODiN  khan  had 
a  mark  in  a  particular  place.  What  pen  can  defcribe  her  forrow  and  confunon,  when  (he  difcovcred  that 
he  was  not  her  fon !  The  indignitv  of  a  ftranger  being  brought  to  her  apartment  aggravated  the  misfbr- 
tune ;  whilft  the  young  man  complained  of  their  incredulity,  bv  compelling  him  to  fubmit  to  fuch  an  ex. 
fremity.  Under  thefe  circamftances,  the  vizir  ofiFered  to  adopt  nim  as  his  fon,  and  by  that  means  at  once 
wipe  oiF  the  ftain,  and  enjoy  fome  part  of  the  pleafures  of  anther,  in  the  fociety  of  one  who  (b  much  re- 
ferabled  his  real  fon.  Bat  neither  was  this  pradicable,  (or  the  true  father  of  this  young  man,  who  thouf>ht 
he  had  loft  him,  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  adventure,  than  he  reclaimed  his  fon,  with  the  Jcy  that 
is  natural  to  a  tender  parent.  ^  This  we  may  call  either  breakfaft  or  dinner,  as  their  cuHom  is  not  lo 

eat  till  about  1 1  o*clock,  after  which  the  Persians  only  eat  once  more  in  the  day.   See  Vol..  I .  pag.  1  c  c . 

Vol.  II.  D  d  d 
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1739.  Upon  this  occafion,  the  or  bat  moohol  himfelf  received  marks  of  tbefriendlhip 
of  the  PERSIAN  monarch,  viz.  a  crown,  a  bracelet  %  a  fillet^*  and  a  girdle  richly 
iet  with  jewels.  To  thefc  were  added  an  enamelled  dagger  %  and  two  fwocds,  the 
bandies  of  which  were  fet  with  jewels.  Nadir  shah  with  his  own  hand  placed  the 
crown  od  the  great  moghol's  head,  as  if  he  meant  to  fignify;  that  to  his  arm  the 
INDIAN  monarch^was  indebted  £<x  his  dominions.  He  alto  declared  with  an  impe- 
rious air,  which  at  once  argued  his  contempt  of  the  Indians,  and  the  moft  lofty 
eon<^eit  of  his  own  power,  that  if  the  lords  of  the  court  were  omiflive  in  their  duty, 
be  would  call  them  to  a  fevene  account  •,  that  they  ought  to  confider  him  always  as 
near,  fince  he  could  be  with  them  from  kandahar  in  a  very  Ihort  time. 

Whether  any  particular  ceremony  was  performed  upon  the  moghol*s  yielding 
rap  the  indian  dominions  which  nadir  claimed,  does  not  appear-,  but  this  (eems 
tt>  be  the  proper  place  to  mention  the  extAiordinary  ceifi^  made,  to  the  Persian 
king,  which  was  as  follows  : 

'•  May  God  perpetuate  the  reign  of  nadir  shah,  who  is  exalted  assATWRN^ 
**  in  glory  like  mars%  in  pomp  like  Alexander  ',  fovereign  of  the  kings  of  the 
^  earth  ;  the  fludow  of  the  Almighty,  and  the  refuge  of  islam  <,  whofe  court  is 
'»  the  heavens  '. 

*•  The  minifters*  of  the  fultan,  who  is  merciful,  and  the  emperor,  who  is  au- 
**  guft,  formerly  fent  embafladors  to  us.  to  treat  of  certain  demands,  with  which  if 
**  was  our  purpofe  to  comply.  The  embaflador  mahommed  khan  turkumak, 
**  not  long  fince  arrived  here  from  kandahar  to  remind  us  thereof:  but  our  mi- 
"  niftcrs  having  delayed  the  embaf&dor,  and  poftponed  anfwering  the  letters  of  his 
**  fublime  majefty,  it  at  length  produced  fuch  a  mifunderftanding  between  us,  that 
*♦  his  vidorious  army  came  into  hindostan.  We  encountered  in  the  fields  of 
"  KARNAL,  where  viftory  arofe  in  the  eafl:  of  his  undecUning  fortune. 

"As  his  fiiblime  majefty  is  mighty  as  jumsheid  \  the  greateft  of  the  torku- 
^  MANS»  and  the  iburce  of  goodnefs  as  well  as  valor ;  relying  on  his  honor,  we 

"  had 

*  Which  the  Indians  call  bazovbund.  *  This  they  call  a  sirpiach,  whicb  is  wore  round 

the  torbant :  perfoiu  of  great  dittinAion  generally  have  them  (et  with  precious  ilones.  *  Which 

the  INDIANS  caJl  cuTTARti.  ^  Saturn  is  ei^ty^feven  thooiatKl  miles  diHant  £rom'the 

earth ;  hence,  the"  it  appears  fo  fmall,  allronomers  mention  it  as  twenty  times  the  diameter  of  the  emh*- 
The  ring,  which  furroands  hi\  middle  like  an  arch,  conUtM  f»ity-five  diairieters  of  the«aith«  How 
does  the  mind  labour  to  reach  the  vaK  expanfe  ;  yet  isr  not  thb  more  to  infinite  fpace  than  a  moment  to 
eternity  I  *  There  is  alfo  a  companfon  made  with  mars,  via.  "  iaipetoqpu  at  the*god  of  war  :'*  but 
this  feems  to  be  droopifig  the  figure  with  regard  to  mars  as  a  planet.  Btiag  placed  between  jtrpiria 
and  the  svH,  it  might  imply  power  and  glory,  ft  is  true,  a  more  apt  meaning  michthave  beea  cloaked^ 
if  the  IN  dia  N  or  prrs  t  a  n  altn^gers'  agreed  with  thofe  of  surop  i,  with  regard  to  the  appearances  of 
mars,  with  a  ruddy  troubled  light,  fuppofed  to  be  encompafled  with  a  cloudy  atmofphere ;  if  they  had 
dared  under  the  notion  of  a  jpanegyric  to  tell  a  bold  truth.  ^  Some  writers  have  tranihted  this,  *•  the 
fecond  Alexander  f'  and  from  thence  make  many  remarks  on  the  fuppofed  model  which  babix  M* 
h}wed,  tho*  his  motives  feem  to  have  been  very  different  from  that  of  the  crbcian  hero.  k  By 

this  is  meant  the  tme  faith,  ^  It  is  hard  to  fajr  which  of  thefe  three  complineats  is  the  greaieit 

bombaft«  or  the  moft  ill  applied.  '  As  they  olten  nfe  the  ^ird  peHbn  ptoral ;  when  tbey  fpeak  of 

princes,  they  alfo  exprefs  an  awful  refpe^»  not  by  aferibing  their  adions  to  their  mmiaers,  but  ftrbfti- 
cuting  the  ini^ument  fo»  the  agent.  *  This  was  one  of  the  antient  kings  of  raasi  a,  remarkable 

foe  great  i^owen. 
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"  Had  the  fatisfaftion  of  an  interview,  and  enjoyed  the  unmixed  delights  of  his    lyg^^ 

"  heavenly  company.     After  this  we  came  together  to  shajehan  abad  ',  where  all 

**  the  jewels  and  treafures  of  the  emperors  of  hindostan  **  were  prefentcd  to  him  : 

"  and-»  in  compliance  with  our  rcqueft,  his  fublime  majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed 

**  to  accept  of  fome  of  them. 

*'  But  in  regard  to. the  illuftrious  family  of  jurghw  %  and  the  honor  he  pro>- 
"  fcfles  for  the  original  tree  of  turkan  %  out  of  the  greatnefs  of  his  foul,  and  the 
"  overflowings,  of  his  hununity,  he  has  been  pleafed  to  reftore  to  us  the  crown  and 
**  gem  of  hindostan, 

"  In  confidcration  of  this  aft  of  generofity,  which  no  father  has  ever  (hewn  to  a 
"  fon,  nor  any  brother  to  a  brother,  we  make  over  to  him  all  the  countries  to  the 
*'  weft  of  the  river  attok%  and  of  that  of  scind  ',  and  nala  sunkraS  which 
**  is  a  branch  of  the  scind.  That  is  to  fay,  peishor  with  its  territories  ;  the  prin- 
^'  cipality  of  CAB UL  and  gasna,  hazarijat,  the  mountainous  refidences  of  the 
^'  AFGHANS,  with  the caftles  of  buckhor,  sunkor  S  and  khoudabad  ;  thepafle^ 
*'  territories,  and  abodes  of  the  tchoukis  and  ballouche^s,  with  the  whole  pro- 
*'  vince  of  tata  :  alfo  the  .cattle  of  ram  ;  the  towns  of  chun,  sumawali,  and 
/'  KETRA,  with  all  the  caftles,  towns,  ports,  villages,  and  opeh  country,  from  the 
"  firft  rife  of  the  river  attok,  with  .all  the  country  comprehended  within  its 
*^  branches,  till  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  nala  sunkra. 

"  These  we  freely  give  up  to  the  dominion  of  the  powerful  fovereign  of  persia>, 
^'  and  ffom  henceforward  our  officers  and  fubjeds  ffaall  evacuate  the  fame,  ai?d  r&- 
*'  fign  the  property  and  government  to  the  Persian  king,  to  be  ,difpofed  of  at  his 
**  plcafure.  We  renounce  all  our  right  to  command,  controul,  orcoUeft  rev^nucs^ 
^*  in  any  of  thofe  dominions.  Butthecaftle  and  town  of  lohre  bender,  with  all 
**  the  country  to  the  eaftward  of  the  river  attock,  and  of  the  waters  of  these  in  ih 
^^  and  NALA  suNKRA,  fhall,  as  before,  belong  to  the  empire  of  hindostan.  Dated 
'*  at  SHAjCH  AN  abad  tlie  fourth  of  mohirrim,  1152*." 

This  acquifition  of  dominion  was  an  objedt  of  no  lefs  consequence,  than  all  the 
treafures  of  which  nadir  robbed  the  moghol,  particplarly  the  province  of  peishor  $ 
if  we  may  judge  from  the  great  revenues  which  he  drew  from  that  conqueft  :  nor 
was  there  any  other  danger  of  his  lofing  it,  than  what  naturally  arofe  from  the 
^ircumftances  of  his  own  government.  The  feat  of  the  Persian  empire,  which  he 
had  eftablifhed  in  khorasan,  was  alfo  calculated  for  the  fupport  of  his  conqueft, 
had  Providence  permitted  him  to  eftablifh  by  the  arts  of  peace,  what  he  had  thus 
acquired  by  the  fword.     But  as  the  great  moghol  became  a  prey  to  nadir  by 

Ddd  2  the 

*  Dehlib.  ^  India.  *  Tkis  word  is  fometimes  wrote  gouroan;   but  they 

both  equally  allade  to  temur  beg  or  tamer  la  ni,  of  whom  the^NOiAK  emperors  are  defcended. 
.    ^  This  dfoM  underftand  to  allude  to  tamsrlanb.  «  I  have  already  obferved  that  this 

is  part  of  the  indvs.  ^  Part  of  the  coimtry  on  the  weft  of  the  iitDus  often  goes  under  thit 

denominasiion,  as  well  as  the  indvs  Itfelf.  'k  This  is  ibmetimes  called  nale  sengure^' 

^vhich  feeAs  to  be  the  ifland  between  the  IHDVS  and  what  de  lisle  calls  the  river  dimtade. 

^  This  is  fometimes  wrote  6«kxr,  '  Dehlib,  the  2d  qf  amiil,  1739. 
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1739.  the  fault  of  too  great  gentlcncfs;  fo  nadir's  cxccfsof  fevcrity  ncceflarily  rendered 
him  odious,  and  confequentiy  baftened  his  fall  with  a  more  prodigious  ruin. 

Nadjr  had  now  returned  the  Indian  diadem  to  the  legal  pofleilbr,  feemingly 
with  a  much  greater  indifference,  than  Alexander  reltored  to  porus  the  kingdom 
wliich  he  had  conquered  from  him,  with  an  additional  territory.  Mahommed 
SHAH  was  not  an  objeft  of  jealoufy,  as  he  feemed  no  ways  inclimd  to  war,  or  to 
commence  any  future  contcft :  whereas  porus  fignalized  himielf  in  military  achieve- 
ments. Alexander  indeed  abandoned  india  entirely;  probably  becaule  he  could 
not  keep  it,  and  therefore  can  claim  the  lefs  merit :  nadir  retained  a  conHderable 
Ihare  of  his  conqueft,  on  a  prefumption  that  he  could  keep  it.  Shall  we  fay  that 
honor  or  generofity  was  concerned  in  either  cafe }  Little  more  than  what  arifcs 
from  the  virtue  which  is  paflive,  becaufe  there  is  no  tempution  or  inclination  to 
ofiend. 

Nadir  being  now  prepared  to  march  back  into  his  own  country,  took  occafion 
to  give  a  leflbn  of  advice  to  the  great  moghol  ;  and  under  the  cloak  of  friend- 
fliip,  to  recommend  fiich  a  condu£b  as  tended  moft  to  the  fecurity  of  the  new  con- 
queft, which  had  been  juft  yielded  to  him.  It  is  faid  he  fpoke  to  this  efiefb :  ^^  You 
**  ought  by  all  means  to  take  poflefllon  of  the  lands  affigned  for  the  fupport  of  youF 
"  governors  »,  and  pay  each  of  them  their  appointments  with  ready  money  out  of 
•*  your  treafuries.  Let  none  of  them  keep  any  forces  of  their  own :  you  will  then 
**  have  the  lefs  occaHon  for  a  numerous  Handing  army;  however,  you  ought  to 
**  fupport  a  body  of  fixty  tboufand  choice  cavalry,  at  the  annual  expence  of  fixty 
**  ^  rupees  each.  Every  ten  men  ought  to  have  one  corporal*,  every  ten  corporals 
*'  one  captain  *.  and  every  ten  captains  one  commander  of  a  thoufand  •.  Acquaint 
*'  yourfelf  with  the  country,  family,  and  name  of  d]\  your  officers,  with  their  re- 
**  Ipeftive  merits  and  inclinations.  Never  fuffcr  either  them  or  the  common  fol- 
*•  diers  to  be  idle  or  inactive.  When  occafion  requires,  detach  a  fufficient  number 
•*  of  your  troops  under  the  command  of  a  brave,  faithful,  and  experienced*  officer; 
"  but  when  he  has  executed  his  bufinefs,  recdl  him.  By  this  means  you  will  have 
"  the  lefs  to  fear,  with  regard  to  the  cpnfequences  of  too  great  a  power. 

*'  A  s  to  the  great  officers  of  your  court,  be  careful  in  your  choteeof  them,  and 
"  do  not  prefer  thofe  who  are  artful,  ambitious,  or  felf-mterefted.  Were  I  to  chufe 
**  them,  they  would  fhew  you  very  little  refpeft  in  my  absence ;  but  you  may  dc^ 
**  pend,  if  any  of  them  prove  rebellious,  I  will  fend  to  chaftije  them.  If  necef- 
"  lary,  I  can  be  with  you  myfclf  in  forty  days  from  kandahar  V  wd  never 
•*  reckon  me  far  off." 

This  advice  feemed  to  be  in  fomc  meafure  agreeable  to  nadir^  own  maxims  of 

government ;  tho'  the  frontiers  which  he  had  to  guard  required  fo  many  forces,  that 

he 

.  ^  Thefe  are  caHed  j  ag  vias,  or  lands  appointed  for  payment  of  the  fallanes  o(  tke  nfy/oBxvt  governors, 
which  naturally  gives  them  a  kind  of  fovereigat/y  by  colle^n^  the  taxes,  and  converting  them  to  theit 
own  ufe.    The  advice  here  feems  to  be  very  jaft.  ^  Sixty  rnpees,  or  feven  p6ands  ten  (hilling, 

is  but  thirty  crowns  of  Persia,  whereat  had i it's  foldierscoft  him  a  hundred  crowns,  inclndine  officQra- 
But  fervitude  is  cheaper  in  1  tin  LA.  ^  Dir-bashi.  ^  Sudival.  *  Iv^4Rki, 

fometimes  called  mimbaihu  '  The  diilancc  is  compnted  between  feven  and  eight  hundred 

jnilcs,  a 
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he  was  often  oUi«d  to  eihploy  fuch  commanders  as  he  had  foon  reafon  to  diftruft«   1739. 
He  recommended  to  siRBULLiND  khan,  nizam  al  muluck,  and  other  omras 
belonging  to  the  court  of  mahommed  shah,  to  be  faithful  to  their  matter;  telling 
themj  that  a  religious  adherence  to  their  duty  to  their  own  fovereign,  would  be  their 
beft  iecurity  againft  his  re(entment« 

Thb  fourth  of  MAY-he  iflued  out  orders  for  his  army  to  march,  and  proclamation 
was  made,  that  no  indian  fhould  prefume,  under  pain  of  death,  to  conceal  any  one 
belon^g  to  his  army.  He  alio  gave  orders,  that  none  of  his  officers  or  foldiers 
fhould  carry  with  them  any  male  or  female  flaves,  except  fuch  a&  had  been  bought 
with  money,  and  with  the  public  confent  of  the  parties.;  and  that,  cvea  women  law- 
fully married  to  them,  fhould  not  be  taken  away  without  their  confent.  Some  of 
the  officers  ufed  the  moft  gentle  entreaties,  but  none  of  the  ikdian  womea 
could  be  entirely  prevailed  on  to  leave  their  country;,  nadur  therefore  obliged 
thefe  officers  to  fend  back  the  few  women  who  had  accompanied  them  out  of  the 
city.  It  was  doubtful  if  this  rigor  arofe  from  the  regard  which  he  always  fhewed. 
to  the  freedom  of  that  fex,  as  far  as  mahommedan  principles  allow ;  or  from  a 
fear  left  thefe  women  fhould  be  a  means  of  fupporting  a  cocrefpondence  with  the 
INDIANS,  not  confifl:ent  with  his  fyftem  of  politico 

As  foon  as  he  arrived  at  the  gardens  of  shalimar^  he  ordered  a  muffer  of  his 
army.  Four  hundred  men  being  miffing,  &n&  fearch  was  made,,  and  fixty  of  them 
were  difcovercd,  and  brought  to  the  camp,  where  he  gave  a  prooif  of  the  feverity  of 
his  difcipline,  by  caufing  their  heads  to  be  cut  o£  This  induced  the  Indians  out 
of  pure  mercy  to  conceal  the  ot!icr  deferters. 

Nadir  carried  with  him  a  hundred  and  thirty  writers,  among  whom  were^veral 
who  underftood  the  finances  of  the  empire*  of  which  he  was  particularly  deiirous  of 
acquiring  an  entire  knowledge.  He  alfo  obliged  three  hundred  maifons  and  builders^ 
two  hundred  fmiths,  two  hundred  carpenters^  and  one  hundred  ftone-cutters,  to  en- 
gage in  his  fervice,  in  order  to  go  into  Persia.  His  intentions. were  to  build  a. 
city  after  the  model  of  DEi*LiB,  a  draught  of  which  he  carried  with  hun.  This  new 
city  was  propofed  to  be  called  nadir  abad  *^;  which  at  the  fkme  time  that  it  traaf- 
mitted  his  own  name  to  pofterity,  might  remain  a  monument  of  his^  conqueft  iw 
INDIA,  and  of  his  viftory  obtained  over  the  great  moqhql*.  He  allowed,  thefe 
artificers  large  pay,  and  provided  them  with  hories  and  other  neceflaries  for  their 
journey  :  he  alfo  agreed^  that  after  the  expiration,  of  three  years,  they  Ihould  be  at. 
liberty  to  return  home.  However  this  deugn  might  flatter  his  vanity,  it  was  never 
carried  into  execution  :  part  of  thefe  Indians  def«ted  before  they  reached  lahor^ 
and  the  continual  wars  in  which  he  was  engaged  after  his  netum  into  pbrsia,  diver--- 
ted  his  attention,  from  this  projeft. 

Bes»des  the  jewels,  gold,   filver,    and  other  valuables  already  mentioned,  he 
took  with  him  near  three  hundred  **  elephants,  ten  thoufand  hories,  and  as  many 

camels, 

^  The  city  of  nadir.  ^  Some  accoants  fay  he  took  a  thoafand  elephants,  which  feems  to  be- 

H^uch.  too  great  a  nambcr  to  Iiave  been  cgllcded^  or  to  be  of  aay  nks    HnefcL-aaimak  iodeed  carry  large^ 

bur:kciM;,     . 
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1739*  c^"^^^^»  of  which  many  were  loaded  with  fpoil.  Moft  of  the  gold  and  filver  was 
melted  into  large  ingots,  and  flung  over  the  backs  of  camels,  horfes  and  mules.  If 
we  reckon  one Jialf  part  of  the  thirty  crores*,  already  mentioned,  to  be  in  gold; 
and  the  other  in  filver;  according  to  the  ordinary  computation  of  loads,  even  for 
.  common  journies'ia  PERSIA,  it  would  require  five  thoufand  (even  hundred  camels^ 
.  and  two  thoufand  and  fifty  horfes  and  mules  **.  The  manufadures,  furnitnre,  and 
warlike. weapons,  it  may  be  prefumed,  would  require  a  much  greater  number. 

• 
It  is  computed' that  the  houfes  and  goods  deftroyed  by  fire,  and  the  fields  which 
^were  laid  wafte,  amounted  to  near  twenty  crores*  -,  we  may  therefore  r^kon  upon 
>the  whole,  that  this  Persian  ravagcr  fpoiled  the  Indians  of  above  one  hundred 
and  twenty  millions  of  pounds. 

A  s  to  the  number  of  fouls  who  were  plunged  into  eternity  upon  this  unhappy  oc- 
e  cafion,  they  are  not  reckoned  lefs  than  two  hundred  thoufand ;  of  whom  fell  between 

LAHOR  and  KARNAL,  in  the  battle,  and  a  few  days  afterwards,  forty  thouland  ;  in 
;thc  maflacre  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  ;  in  the  villages,  and  thofe  who  died  by 

famine,  fifty  thoufand.  We  will  now  leave  the  Indians  to  repair  by  induftry  and 
^commerce,  the  havock  created  by  their  avaricious  enemy,  and  foUow  nadir  in 
:his  march. 


CHAP.        XIL 

IMad  I R  continues  Us  march  from  the  gardens  ^/  s  h  a  l  i  m  a  r  .  ^n  injlance  of  tns  vamiy 
and  avarice.  His  cruelty  Rewards  numbers  $f  the  peafants.  Contribution  ofLAHOK. 
His  pajfage  o/ver  the  ch  antrou  obfiruSed.  He  returns  back  towards  lahor.  Off-. 
federacy  of  the  afhgh  ans  and  Indians  to  eppofe  bis  paffage  through  the  defiles.  He 
feizes  the  plunder  belonging  to  his  ownfoldiers.  His  marchJo  peishor.  Khud  at  ar 
x,han  refufes  to  acknowledge  the  fovereignty  of  nadir,  and  is  reduced.  Nadiu  pur- 
fues  his  march  t$  randahar.     He  fends  bis  4reafure  to  k^lat,  and  conquers 

KHIEVA    and  BOKHARA, 

THE  neceflary  difpofitions  being  made,  on  the  Sth  of  may  nadir  paifued 
his  march  from  the  gardens  of  shalimar,  directing  his  courfe  to  the  plains 
«of  KARNAL,  where  the  Indians  firft  owned  him  as  their  conqueror.     According  to 
the  ordinary  confequence  of  vaft  pofleflions,  the  precautions  he  took,  feemed  to  ar- 
gue a  greater  inquietude  for  the  prefervation,  than  he  had  &ewn  iblicitude  for  the 
acquifition,  of  his  riches.  ^ 

Whin 

'barthe&s;  but  except -it  be  for  artillery  and  fuch  like  ufes,  camels,  horfes.  and  roulesy  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  better.  Ttiis  is  a  long-lived  animal,  and  yet  I  conld  never  hear  that  there  were  fuch  nnmbers  ia 
PERSIA  ;  the  number  in  the  camp  did  not  reach  to  thirty,  and  thofe  which  nadijl  fent  into  txj&ket 
and  aussiA  did  not  exceed  twenty.  *  Thirty -feven  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  ^  From 
this  review  of  the  matter  we  may  prefume  it  was  a  larger  fum  than  ever  was  coIleAed  in  one  treafn^^ 
but  whatever  it  was,  it  is  di%ated.  «  Twenty-five  miUions  of  j>ouud«. 
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When  he  arrived  on  the  plains  of  karnal^  he  fcnt  for  the  chief*  of  the  town  of  ^739* 
that  name^  and  cocnmanded  him  to  build  a  village  on  the  fpot  he  had  encamped, 
and  to  call  it  by  the  name  of  fateh  abap  ^ :  for  this  purpofe,  it  is  faid,  he  gave 
him  five  thoufand  rupees  ^  It  is  not  improbable,  that  an  inclination  to  continue 
the  memory  of  his  vi(5lory,  might  induce  him  to  be  at  this  expence ;  but  this  fum, 
fo  very  inconfiderable,  plainly  proved  how  ftrong  the  paflion  of  avarice  was  become 
in  his  breaft,  aniidft  fuch  vaft  riches. 

As  the  army  was  marching,  the  peafants  watched  their  opportunities  to  plunder 
or  kill  the  foldiers,  who  were  fent  out  to  provide  neceflaries ;  they  alfo  pillaged  the 
exterior  parts  of  the  camp  in  the  night,  infomuch  that  the  Persians  loft  above  a 
tbou&nd  camels,  horfes,  and'mules,  before  they  reached  taniseer.  The  shah, 
enraged  at  this  behaviour,  gave  orders  for  plundering  that  town,  and  putting  the 
'  inhabitants  to  the  fword.  Other  towns  and  villages  fuffered  the  fame  fate  ;  and  by 
this  conduft  he  frightened  -thofe  into  compliance,  whom  he  could  not,  by  any  other 
means  engage  to  fupply  his  army. 

Zekariah  khan,  the  governor  of  lahor,  having  made  his  fubmifllons.  to  na*^ 
DiR,  when  he  pafled  through  the  province  of  penjab  in  his  .way  to  dehlie  ;  it  was 
apprehended  that  the  inhabitants  had  nothing  to  fear :  but  this  khan  no  fooner 
heard  of  the  maflacre  at  dehlie,  and  of  the  feverity  with  which  the  contributions 
had  been  cxafted  in  that  city,  than  he  forefaw  the  ftorm  that  was  gathering.  Re* 
folving  therefore  not  to  be  taken  at  a  difadvantage,  he  fummoned  all  the  merchants, 
money-changers  %  and  wealthy  inhabitants,  to  bring  in  their  jquotas  towards  raifmg 
a  crore  of  rupees  *•    This  fum  was  deemed  the  utmoft  which  they  could  pay. 

Nadir  was  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  gardens  of  SHALiMJiR,  than  he  difpatched 
ABDUL  BAKi  KHAN>  with  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  to  demand  a  large  contri* 
button  of  LABOR  ;  and  having  pafied  through  serhind,  he  was  drawing  near  to  this 
capital  of  the  province,  when  zekariah  khan  went  out  to  meet  him.  The  crore 
of  rupees  was  prefented,  with  the  ftnongeft  proteftadon  that  this  fum  was  the  ut- 
moft  which  the  city  could  raiie;  that  if  it  was  his  pleafure  to  pillage  or  to  daughter 
the  inhabitants,  they  were  unable  to  refift  his  forces,  and  therefore  refigned  to  what- 
ever fliould  be  deternuned.  Abdul  baki  khan  had  orders  to  demand  a  larger 
AxiKi  i  but  this  juft  reprefentatton  being  made  to  the  shah,  the  crore  of  rupees  was 
accepted,  and  the  Persian  army  continued  their  march. 

Wh£n  they  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  chantrou,  the  bridges  of  boats  prepared 
.for  their  paflage  had  been  carried  away  by  a  fudden  fweUing  of  the  waters ;  nadijl 
therefore  dire£bed  his  march^  hack»  and  enceced  the  province  of  pen  jab,  whencie  a 
body  of  .horfe  was  difpatched  to  lahor,  to  demand  provifions.  The  inhabitaatSj 
wiio  had  hardly  nccovered  fram  their  dread  of  fire  and  fword,  at  the  late  approach 
of  the  peesian  army,  a^d  were  impoveriflied .  by  the  contributions  they  had  paid* 
iDOW  thought  only  of  faying  their  lives  by  flight.  Zekariah  khan  was  no  ibomy 
iofocsxied  of  the  paimic  with  which  the  people  w«ce  ftnidc,  jJiaQ  be  vent  and  threw 

himfelf 

*  ZsMXDAii.  ^  Sig^yki  the  habitation  of  yiOory.  <  Six  luisuted  pounds.        '  SjaiFi» 

«  One  mimon  two  bundreoand  fifty  thottfaod pQondft. 
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1739.  himfclf  at  nadir's  feet,  and  begged  that  he  would  not  approach  nearer  the  city, 
engaging  at  the  fame  time  that  the  bridge  fliould  be  repaired  without  delay.  It  was 
Accordingly  performed,  and  the  army  pafled  over. 

Nadir  then  direfted  his  courfe  towards  rehnas.  a  fortified  city  on  the  eaftem 
banks  of  the  indus  near  suvat,  a  branch  of  that  river.  Thence  advancing  to 
ATTOK,  he  attempted  to  pafs  the  indus,  into  the  dominions  which  had  been  lardy 
yielded  up  to  him.  Here  the  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  boats  to  form  the 
oridge  obliged  him  to  halt :  and  this  delay  afforded  time  to  the  Afghans  and  the 
INDIANS,  who  inhabited  the  weftern  (ide  of  the  river,  to  take  up  arms.  The  vaft 
booty  which  the  Persians  had  amafled,  was  a  temptation  not  to  be  refifted.  They 
refolved  to  try  their  fortune*  if  by  uniting  their  forces  they  could  (eize  ibme  part 
of  the  plunder. 

What  their  efforts  would  have  produced,  had  they  been  carried  into  executicMr, 
it  is  not  eafy  to  determine.  The  Persian  king  certainly  thought  himfelf  in  dan- 
ger, and  chofe  rather  to  negotiate  for  a  free  paiTage,  than  run  a  hazard  where  there 
was  nothing  to  gain.  The  confideration  of  a  vaft  treafure,  had  rendered  the^erce 
and  intrepid  nadir  cautious  and  circumfpect.  His  mind,  ever  fertile  in  expedients, 
now  fuggefted  to  him  to  write  to  nacir  khan,  the  late  governor  of  c abul,  whom 
he  had  left  at  peishor,  commanding  him  in  the  mod  exprefs  terms  to  \xCc  his  in« 
tereft  to  difperfe  the  tribes,  who  were  aflembied  in  the  mountains.  The  khan 
immediately  lent  for  the  chiefs  of  this  confederacy,  and  perfuaded  them  to  decline 
their  enterprize,  for  which,  according  to  his  inftrudtions,  he  engaged  to  give  them 
ten  lacks  of  rupees*.  However  large  this  fum  might  appear  upon  another  occafion, 
it  was  an  object  of  very  little  confideration  compared  with  the  bulk  of  nadir's 
treafure ;  he  therefore  remitted  the  money  without  delay,  and  purchaied  a  free 
paflage*. 

Whilst  the  bridge  was  preparing  for  his  paflageover  the  indus,  meilengers  ar- 
rived from  the  court  of  the  great  moohol,  requefting  in  behalf  of  that  prince  the 
redemption  of  two  rich  feather  jewels,  belonging  to  the  head-drefs  of  the  futtana. 
Upon  this,  orders  were  given  for  fearching  the  royal  treafury,  but  no  fuch  jewels 
could  be  found.  It  was  realbnable  to  prefume  that  they  had  been  brought  away 
from  the  INDIAN  court,  and  of  courfe  they  muft  be  in  the  poileifion  of  ibme  officer 
or  foldier  in  the  army.  This  fu^;efted  to  nadir  fufficient  reafbn  to  challeDgjC  all 
precious  ftones  as  his  property  i  according;ly  he  ordered  (hid  fearch  to  be  made^ 
and  that  all  fhould  ht  brought  into  the  treafiiry  under  penalty  of  death.  Numbers 
of  the  foldiers,  whofe  paffion  for  gain  was  not  perhaps  inferior  to  that  of  their  general, 
enraged  to  fee  the  fruits  of  fo  long  and  perilous  a  march  ravifhed  from  chem,  threw 
them  into  the  indus  ;  and  others  concealed  them  in  the  earth  :  inibmuch,  that  al- 
though great  quantities  \fere  colleded,  this  extraordinary  relbludon  it  is  bdieved 
coft  Ibme  millions  of  crowns  value  to  persia.  The  jewels,  plundered  both  by  the 
private  men  and  officers,  muft  have  been  very  confiderable :  the  prefents  and  bribes 
which  they  received,  amounted  to  a  great  fum,  particularly  on  the  unhappy  occafion 

of 

*  One  hundred  and  twentv^five  thoufand  pounds.  ^  It  is  faid  that  other  iafcabltanfs  of  ihc 

.mottBtains  afterwardi.made  the  fame  demand^  which  he  refiifed  to  comply  with. 
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oif  the  maflacre  of  dehlie,  when  many  of  the  Indian  lords  and  perfons  of  diftinc-  i.759» 
tion  faved  their  lives  by  the  mete  force  of  their  great  riches.  A  great  part  of  this, 
efpecially  jewels  which  could  be  eafily  concealed,  was  not  till  then  brought  into 
the  royal  treafury ".  The  quantity  of  precious  ftones,  delivered  up  to  nadir  upon 
this  occafion,  amounted  to  a  great  value ;  but  neither  of  the  jewels  in  queftion  ap- 
peared till  a  confiderable  time  after,  when  one  of  them  was  found  among  the  fe- 
queftered  efieds  of  a  general  officer,  who  was  put  to  death ;  the  other  was  never 
dilcovered. 

It  is  amazing  to  confider  the  afcendency  which  nadir  had  acquired  over  his 
army,  and  that  fuch  a  ftep  as  this  did  not  produce  a  revolt^;  but  his  addrefs  in 
fowing  the  feeds  of  jealoufly  and  diftruft  among  his  foldiers  was  fuch,  that  they  were 
afraid  of  each  other ;  and  this  ever  [H-oved  his  beft  fecurity.  Numbers  of  them 
might  now  be  more  inclined  to  defert,  than  to  give  up  their  valuable  plunder ;  yet 
the  circumftanccs  they  were  in,  with  regard  to  an  enemy's  country,  was  an  infuper- 
able  obftade. 

After  palling  the  indus,  he  direfted  his  march  to  peishor,  where  he  halted  for 
fome  days  :  here  he  left  a  Persian  general,  with  a  confiderable  body  o£  forces,  but  - 
confirmed  nacir  khan  m  the  government  of  that  province,  and  conferred  feverai 
honors  on  him,  in  acknowledgment  of  his  great  fervices.  From  thence,  continu- 
ing his  rout  towards  cabul,  he  detached  abdul  baki  khan,  with  five  thoufand 
horfe,  to  receive  homage  from  khupayar  khan,  governor  of  pekier  <".  This 
KHAN  had  refufed  to  pay  homage  to  nadir,  now  fovereign  of  that  country  -,  and 
coUeded  a  confiderable  body  of  forces  to  oppofe  the  Persian  army^  Finding  that 
his  late  mafler  the  great  moghol  had  not  been  able  to  fupport  him,  he  refolved 
to  try  if  he  could  obtain  an  independent  fbvereignty. 

Abdul  baki  khan  fbon  arrived  on  the  frontiers  of  this  country,  but  was  in  no 
fituation  to  reduce  khudayar  khan  by  force.  He.  therefore  fent  to  acquaint 
this  INDIAN  lord  of  his  arrival,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  advile  him  to  make  a  ready 
fubmifllon.  This  offer  being  rejefted  with  contempt,  abdul  baki  informed  the 
shah  of  the  circumftances  which  he  was  in.  Nadir  being  now  near  kandahar^ 
V  lent  his  treafures  and  heavy  baggage  under  a  numerous  convoy  into  that  ftrong 
fortreis,  and  then  direfted  his  courfe  fouth^eaft  through  the  country  of  hazarijat^ 
Khudayar  khan  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  march  of  the  Persian  army,  than 
he  burnt  a  fibred,  laid  wade  the  open  country,  and  ufed  his  endeavors  to  poifon 
the  water. 

Nadir 

*  See  Vol.  I.  pgg$  173.  for  the  quaotity  of  large  ftones  on  horfe  farnicure.  ^  J  was  told  in 

3^1  RSI  A»  that  he  took  bdn  the  faldiera  all  their  money  alio,  except  one  hundred  crowns  i  Tome  accounts 
mention  two  hundred  and  fifty  crowns  ;  but  I  have  fome  difficulty  in  believing  either.  As  to  jewels 
they  would  be  fubjed  to  difcovery  in  the  fale  of  them»  which  would  not  hare  been  the  cafe  with  moneyv 
^  This  cetinrry  i»  to  the  foudi  of  cabul  on  the  xnbus,  bordering  upon  mult  an  ;  I  do  not  find  il 
laid  down  by  oe  lulb.  There  are  feverid  forts  and  (brong  places  in  it»  fuch  as  LoUuaaiy  sekie«> 
and  TSKiKR.    The  people  in  this  country  are  partly  mahommedans,  and  partly  PAOAtts. 

Vol.  IL  E  e  c^ 
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^739*  Nadir  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  defperate  meafurcs  which  this  Indian 
lord  had  taken  to  fupport  himfelf,  than  he  fent  his  commands  to  zckariah  rhan^ 
the  governor  of  lahor,  and  alfo  to  his  fon  haiat  ulla  khan,  governor  of  mul- 
TAN,  to  repair  to  his  camp  immediately,  and  to  furnifli  his  army  with  proviGons. 
How  great  foever  iheir  reluftance,  neccflity  obliged  them  to  pay  a  ready  obedience 
to  the  fumnions  Zekartah  khan  was  reputed  an  able  politician:  and  this  taflc 
now  required  the  exercife  of  his  abilities  -,  fince  he  had  not  only  to  provide  the  Per- 
sian army  with  provifions.  but  alfo  to  obtain  the  fubmiflion  of  khudayar  khan. 
The  latter  offered  to  make  fuch  prefents  as  his  circumflances  permitted,  with  con- 
dition that  the  Persian  army  would  purfue  their  rout  to  kandahar,  without  mak- 
ing any  irr^.jption  into  his  territories ;  othcrwifc  he  perfifted  in  his  defiance. 

This  was  a  language  tx)  which  the  viftorious  king  of  Persia  was  not  accuftomed ; 
he  therefore  oixlcred  zekariah  khan  to  bring  to  him  thofc'chiefs  of  the  country 
who  had  fubmitted,  ^s  hoftages  for  the  good  behaviour  of  their  people  -,  and  at  the^ 
fame  time  to  conduft  his  army  by  a  rout,  where  they  might  be  properly  fupported, 
in  order  to  compel  khudayar  khan  to  furrender. 

As  foon  as  nadir  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  khudaabad%  theiNDiAfr 
chief  retired  with  his  riches  to  emir-k^out,  a  ftrong  fort  on  the  oppofice  fide  of 
the  river  hest-nud  Zekariah  khan  renewed  his  entreaties  in  terms ib  per&aGvCt 
that  at  length  affurance  being  fent  that  nadir  would  pardon  what  was  paft,  and 
accept  a  moderate  prefent,  khudayar  khan  confented  to  fend  bis  fon,  and  to 
make  his  fubmifllion.  This  young  lord  was  very  kindly  received,  and  entertained 
in  a  fumptuous  manner,  together  with  all  his  numerous  attendants.  In  the  mean 
while,  NADIR  ordered  fome  parties  of  his  troops  to  take  pofTeflion  of  the  boats  in 
which  the  Indians  came,  and  by  favour  of  the  night  to  repafs  the  river.  This 
was  performed  fo  well,  that  the  Indians  who  guarded  the  fort  of  emir-kiout, 
taking  them  for  the  retinue  of  their  khan*s  fon,  fufiered  the  Persians  to  enter, 
and  take  pofiefljon  of  it.  The  khan  bimfelf  had  time  to  make  his  ^fcape,  bat  at 
length  thought  proper  to  capitulate,  and  give  up  all  his  riches. 

The  news  of  this  affair  having  reached  the  moghol's  court,  a  report  prevailed, 
as  if  the  infatiable  avarice  of  nadir  was  bringing  him  a  fecond  time  into  the  In- 
dian territories;  thefe  apprehenfions  alarmed  the  whole  country,  and  occafioned  a 
great  confternation.  Several  of  the  princes  *  who  commanded  in  the  mountains, 
formed  a  confederacy  to  oppofe  his  paiTage^  4ind  his  not  invading  their  dominions, 
was  imputed  to  the  great  preparations  made  to  oppofe  him. 

It  is  very  hard  to  believe,  that  a  canine  appetite  for  gold  (hould  fo  far  efface  all 
fcntiments  of  honor  and  clemency  in  the  mind  of  nadir,  as  to  indtsce  hjm  to  com- 
mit fo  flagrant  a  violation  of  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  mochol,  and  to 
obliterate  the  remembrance  of  his  being  a  king,  by  an  aft  fo  unworthy.  The 
power  derived  from  force  only,  can  be  no  fecurity,  when  princes  throw  off  even  the 
jnalk  of  juftice,  and  as  it  were  declare  war  againft  the  rational  Ipecies.     Whatever 

fufpicion 

*-  We  are  left  entirely  to  feek  for  thii  city ;  the  country  to  the  weft  of  the  indus,  towards  the  indjah 
iea»  feemt  to  be  verj^  little  known  to  the  aaap-maken.  ^  Rajaiu. 
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fufpicion  he  might  lie  under  on  this  occafion,  he  gave '  great  proofs  of  efteem  for  1 7^5^ 
ZEKARiAH  KHAN5  by  making  him  fcveral  prefents,  and  fending  him  to  dehlie 
with  a  number  of  fine  horfes  for  mahommed  shah.    The  Indians  alfo  were  foon 
afterwards  delivered  from  their  fears^  by  the  joyful  news  that  the  Persian  army  was 

paft  KANDAHAR. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  whilft  nadir  was  in  kandahar,  his  (on  riza 
KOULi  MYRZA  had  made  an  incurfion  as  far  as  balkh,  which  fubmitted  to  him ; 
but  he  was  not  able  to  fubdue  the  ousbeg  tartars  of  khieva  and  Bokhara  % 
who,  during  the  troubles  in  the  Persian  empire,  had  made  frequent  inroads  into 
KHORASAN,  and  carried  many  thoufands  of  the  inhabitants  into  flavery.  Thefc 
people  are  remarkable  for  their  vivacity  and  love  of  liberty.  As  they  are  for  the 
moft  pare  of  the  fed  of  the  sunn  is,  they  hate  the  Persians  -,  but  the  difference  in 
religion  has  not  occafioned  fuch  frequent  contefts,  as  their  neighbourhood  and  ftrong 
propenfity  to  rapine.  Khorasan  had  often  fuflFered  by  their  depredations,  nor  had 
they  been  intirely  quiet  during  the  abfence  of  the  Persian  army  in  indi  a.  Nadir 
had  fome  time  before  lent  embafladors  to  the  khan  of  khieva,  demanding  the 
PERSIANS,  numbers  of  whom  were  detained  in  flavery  in  that  country.  But  thefe 
TARTARS  were  intoxicated  with  their  former  fuccefs,  and  having  enjoyed  an  unin- 
terrupted fee  urity  for  many  years,  feemed  to  have  loft  all  fenfe  of  danger..  Con- 
trary to  the  law  of  nations,  which  even  in  this  country  are  deemed  facred,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  reprefentatives  of  kings,  they  put  the  Persian  embafladors  to  death  1 
only  one,  the  leaft  confiderable  in  rank,  was  fent  back  to  his  mafter  without  his 
nofe  and  ears.  Such  a  proceeding  could  not  but  incenfe  the  imperious  nadir, 
and  draw  on  the  fire  of  his  refentment. 

^The  occafion  was  now  favorable  for  the  reduftion  of  thefe  people.  Nadir  hav- 
ing detached  a  large  body  of  his  troops  from  kandahar  to  k^elat  with  his  trea- 
fures,  took  the  rout  through  the  kingdom  of  balkh.  He  pafled  the  river  amo, 
and  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bokhara  about  the  beginning  of  October, 
with  an  army  of  near  fifty  thoufand  men.  The  ousbec  tartars  who  inhabit  this 
city  and  its  diftrift,  fubmitted  to  him  immediately.  -  He  fet  at  liberty  the  Persians  . 
who  had  been  detained  in  captivity,  and  inlifted  about  twelve  thoufand  of  the  inha- 
bitants who  were  fit  to  bear  arms  ^  thefe  ousbegs  being  efteemcd  the  beft  foldicrs  in 
tartary.  In  confequence  of  the  ready  fubmiflion  of  the  khan  of  this  country,' 
nadir  inverted  him  with  the  government  of  all  the  territories  of  Bokhara  to  the 
north  of  the  amo,  and  alfo  made  very  valuable  prefents  to  him  and  his  dependents. 

The  khan  of  khieva  was  of  different  fentiments,  and  took  the  field  with  about 
twenty  thoufand  men.  He  had  hardly  ever  feen  a  more  formidable  army,  and  flat- 
tered himfelf  with  fuccefs  :  but  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the 
PERSIANS,  and  that  nadir  himfelf  was  at  their  head,  he  retired  with  precipitation 
towards  his  capital.  The  Persian  king  being  informed  of  the  fituation  of  the  ene- 
my, made  fuch  forced  marches,  that  the  ousbegs  were  obliged  to  ftop  at  shanka  *. 

E  e  e  2  Here        ^ 

*  Some  antiquaries  are  of  opinion,  that  thefe  people  are  the  defccndants  ofthe  tribe  of  i  s  ra  b  l,  whom 
ALAMAZAR,  king  of  ASSYRIA,  feot  iuto  MEDIA.  ^  A  City  about  half  a  dj^'s  joarne/  to  th^ 

eaftward  of  *  hie  v  a. 
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1739.  Here  the  khan  made  a  brave  reliftaace,  but  was  at  length  obliged  to  furrender. 
Nadir  having  challenged  him  with  the  murder  of  his  embafladors ;  he  excufed  him- 
felf,  alledging  that  it  was  done  by  the  ousbegs  without  his  knowledge.  To  this 
the  PERSIAN  king  replied ;  *^  If  you  have  not  abilities  to  govern  the  few  fubjeds 
♦'  who  inhabit  your  territories,  you  do  not  deferve  to  live;  and  for  the  aflfront 
**^  (hewn  me  in  the  murder  of  my  embafladors,  you  have  no  title  to  die  like  men ; 
"  you  (hall  die  like  dogs."  He  then  ordered  the  executioners  to  cut  the  throat  of 
^\  the  KHAN  and  about  thirty  of  his  chief  attendants ;  a  puni(hment  efteemed  the 
moil  ignominious  among  the  Persians.  Upon  the  news  of  the  fa(e  of  this  khan, 
all  the  towns  and  villages  furrendered  except  the  capital. 

Nt)TwiTHST»ANDiNO  the  defeat  of  their  army,  the  inhabitants  of  khieva  fliut  thdr 
gates  againft  the  conqueror,  rcfolving  to  oppofe  him  to  the  laft  extremity.  Several 
of  them,  who  were  apprehcnfive  of  the  conlequences  of  fo  ra(h  an  enterpiize,  at- 
tempted to  leave  the  town,  and  were  put  to  death  as  deierters.  The  number  of 
their  Persian  (laves  was  fo  great,  that  iome  were  cruelly  put  to  death  in  cold  blood,, 
merely  out  of  fear  of  their  riling,  and  the  reft  were  imprifoned.  The  8th  of  no* 
▼EMBER  NADIR  SHAH  incamped  on  the  eaft  fide  of  khieva  :  he  fent  feveral  mef- 
fages  and  demanded  a  parley,  but  the  ocjsbegs  abiblutely  refuied  to  grant  it.  The 
PERSIAN  army  therefore  inverted  the  city,  and  olanted  eighteen  cannon,  and  lixteen 
mortars  %  at  different  places.  They  alfo  railed  machines  of  wood,  from  whence 
they  could  fee  over  the  walls  :  and  after  throwing  up  a  breaft-work,  to  guard  them- 
fclves  from  the  enemy's  fmall  (hot,  they  attacked  the  town.  Thefe  tartars  were 
7ct  pofleflcd  of  a  few  field-pieces,  which  they  had  taken  from  iht  unfortunate  prince 
BECKAWiTz  ^.  On  the  14th  the  shah  ordered  the  town  to  be  battered  in  breach ^ 
The  engineers  did  their  part  fo  well,  that  the  inhabitants  foon  became  fenfible  o£ 
tiicir  ralhnefs.  Several  breaches  being  now  made,  and  the  ditch  almoft  filled,  na* 
'  dir  gave  orders  for  ftorniing  :  upon  this  the  ousbegs  furrendered  at  diicretion.  An 
inventory  was  taken  of  every  thing  in  the  city  5  and  all  the  foreigners  *  were  ordered, 
to  appear  before  the  shah. 

The  2.8th  of  NOVEMBER  NADIR  marched  from  khieva,  taking  with  him  near 
twenty  thoufand  Persians  who  had'been  in  captivity,  with  eight  thoufand  ousbegs 
as  recruits. .    He  left  a  governor  of  his  own  appointing,  attended  only  by  a  few  Per- 
sians,. 

*  Whether  thefe  had  been  carried  into  in m  a  is  notfaid ;  it  may  be  rather  prefumed  they  were  broagbt- 
from  thence,  as  they  had  the  convenieocy  of  elephants,  whkh  bear  very  great  borthess.  It  has  been  . 
often"  faid  that  nadir  carried  heavy  cannon  with  him  into  HfOiA^  by  breaking  them  into- pieces,  and 
calling  them  a-frefli  when  he  had  occafion  for  them  ;  bnt  this  account  favours  coo  much  of  the  marvel- 
Ions,  fiefides  thefe,  the  pkrsians  had  many  field-pieces,  and  very  long  fwivel  guns.  The  lall  were 
fixed  on  packfaddles,  and  earned  by  camels :  thefe  caxried  cartridge-ihot  to  a  great  dlftance,  and  made 
great  havock;  I  have  already  mentioned  them  under  the  nam«  of  barquebufTes.  Seepage  i$S  of  tlii& 
volume.  ^  See  account  of  this  expedition,  Vol.  I.  page  126,  127.  ^  Mr.  thomsou 

and  Mr.  Hogg,  mentioned  in  Vol.  I.  paee  257.  were  in  the. town  during  this  fiege,  and  weighed  one 
of  thefe  balls ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  thinlc  diey  were  filed  from  mortars.  *  Among  thefe  were  the 

two  ENGLISH  travellers  above-mentioned.  Nadir  shah  enquired  of  them  what  their  bufiaeft  was.  Bb- 
ing  informed  they  were  merchants,  he  told  them  they  were  at  liberty  to  trade  through  all  his  dominions ; 
and  if  any  wron^  was  done  them,  and  they  were  not  redrefled  by  his  officers,  they  ihould  apply  to  him ; 
they  were  then  difmiffed,  and  a  pafiTport  was  given  them.  Thefe  per  fons  reported,  that  many,  even  of  the 
meaner  foldiers  in  the  pirsi  an  army,  had  dioathsof  rich  £lk>  and  plenty  of  ikdiah  money. 
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SI ANS,  as  if  he  was  fure  of  the  obedience  of  chefe  tartars,  or  thought  them  not  1 739. 
worth  an  army;  to  keep  them  in  awe. 


CHAP.        XIIL 

Nadir  returns  U  Persia*    Riza  kouli  myrza  /w«rifri  shah*  t^ehmas,  and' 
makes  an  attempt  againfi  bisfather^s  life.    Conduit  of  nadir  towards  bisfon.     He 
mrives  in  the  neigbbourhcodof  isfahai^* 

NADIR  having  now  conquered  al(  his  enemies  on  the  eaftern  frontiers  of  his  « 
dominions,  prepared  to  return  into  persia.     His  chief  concern  was  the  fe- 
curity  of  his  vaft  treafurc ;  he  therefore  marched  to  KiCLAT,  which  is  a  few  days 
journey  to  the  ibuthward  of  M£sch£D.     Here  he  eftabliflied  a  fufficient  guard  of 
his  beft  troops,  and  conferred  the  command  on  a  brother  o£  lvtf  ali  khan. 

It  has  been  already  remarked^  that  thfe  firft  year  of  nadir's  abfence  had  given 
his  fon  RIZA.  KOULI  MTR^ZA  fuch  a  tafte  of  power,  that  he  exerted  it  in  the  mod 
wanton  manner  on  feveral  occalions,  to  opprefs  the  people,  and  to  indulge  his  ava- 
rice ■•  We  have  alio  taken  notice  that  his  father,  upon  being  informed  of  thcfc  ar- 
bitrary proceedings,  thought  proper  to  reftrain  his  authority.  The  beginning  of 
this  year  a  report  prevailed  at  Isfahan,  that  the  Persian  army  had  been  defeated 
in  INDIA,  and  that  nadir  shah  was  flain.  Riza  kouli  myrza  received  this  ac- 
count with  a  ieeming  fatisfadion.  In  a  real  or  afie<5ted  perfualion  that  it  was  true, 
he  in  Ibme  meafure  afTumed  the  regal  authority.  He  began,  by  caufing  the  unfor- 
tunate SHAH  TifiHMAS  to  bc  put  to  death,  together  with  all  his  family,  who  were 
priibners  at  sebi^awar.  The  circumftances  of  the  tragical  end  of  this  prince,  feem 
to  prove  that  nadir  was  not  diflatisfied  with  this  aftion,  and  would  hardly  have 
called  his  fbn  to  any  levere  account  for  it,  had  not  the  motive  been  an  impatient 
deiire  of  wearing  the  diadem  himfelf. 

The  peribn,  employed  in  this  regicide,  was  mahommed  hussein  khan  ^  He 
had  been  remarkably  a£bive  in  felzing  this  unfortunate  prince ;  and  it  is  probable  he 
was  now  fearful,  that  if  nadir  had  met  with  any  misfortune,  t^ehmas  would  be 
reftored  again  to  the  xhrone  of  his  anceilors.  The  murder  was  faid  to  have  been 
committed  after  this  manner:  mahommed  hussein  khan,  under  the  pretence  of 
friendfhip,  reprefented  to  TiCHMAS  that  his  life  was  threatefted,  and  therefore  ad- 
vifed  him  to  retire  either  into  turkey  or  Russia,  and  that  himfelf  would  facilitate 
his  eicape.     As  foon  as  this  prince  was  in  his  pofleflion,  he  reproached  him  with 

cowardice, 

*  Amoni;  other  Miticalars  k  w  relaied  of  him,  thj^n  in  a  vifit  he  received  from  the  arminian  patri-  • 
arch,  he  demaoded  of  this  prieft  his  cap  and  crofiery  which  were  fet  with  precious  (tones,  alledging  that. 
ke  had  occafion  for  them,  for  hb  facher*s  government,  and  the  ufe  of  his  army. 

^  Thiaia  tfaejQuiie  periba  withj^^hom I  bad  foeh  particular  conneftiom  at  astr abap.  - 
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:i739.   cowardice,  told  him  he  was  unworthy  to  wear  a  crown,  and  at  the  fame  time  gaw 
a  fjgnal  co  his  groom  *  to  kill  him. 

'Thus  ftU  the  laft  of  the  defendants  of  the  famous  ismael  seffie,  whofe  race 
^ad  filled  the  throne  of  Persia  for  near  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  It  has  been 
feen  how  remarkable  this  prince  was  for  a  fcries  of  misfortunes,  during  the  laft 
^fcvcnteen  years.  Providence  feemed  to  have  often  interpofed  for  his  deliverance  ^ 
and  tho*  neither  his  refolution  nor  abilities  were  extraordinary,  yet  in  a  lefs  corrupt 
ilate  he  might  have  rendered  his  fubjcfts  happy,  and  by  Supporting  his  family, 
prevented  that  efftifion  of  blood  which  has  exhauftcd  Persia  of  its  inhabitants,  if 
not  totally  fubverted  that  anticnt  monarchy. 

Nadir,  though  returning  in  triumph,  loaded  with  fpoil,  was  now  to  fufier  one 
of  the  bittereft  calamities.  As  if  Providence  had  ordained  it  as  a  punifhment  for 
his  enormous  offences,  his  elded  fon  riza  koitli  mvrza,  for  whom  he  had  a  pa- 
ternal tendernefs,  formed  a  confederacy  with  a  few  other  perfons,  to  deprive  his 
'father  of  his  life.  For  this  purpofe  he  employed  a  certain  ajghan  foldier  to  fhooc 
the  king,  as  he  was  returning  from  kjelat. 

It  has  been  already  explained,  in  what  manner  the  Persian  kings  travel  upon 
common  occafions,  detached  from  their  army.  The  shah  was  arrived  in  a  narrow 
pafs  covered  with  wood,  in  the  mountains  which  feparate  the  provinces  of  kho- 
•RASAN  and  astrabad  V having  with  him  only  his  women  and  eunuchs.  Here  it 
was  the  intrepid  afghan  dug  a  pit  to  conceal  himfelf,  from  whence  he  might  take 
his  aim  with  the  greater  exaftncfs.  He  fired  his  piece,  and  the  bullet  pafled  under 
nadir's  right  arm,  and  (hot  him  in  the  left  hand;  the  horfe  alfo  being  wounded 
in  the  neck,  through  pain  or  furprize  fell.  The  afghan  was  preparing  to  i/Tue 
from  the  wood,  and  finifli  his  bufinefs  with  his  fabre ;  but  the  eunuchs,  drawing 
their  fabres  to  proteft  their  mafter,  rendered  the  accomplifhment  of  his  purpofe 
impradicable.  A  confiderable  reward  was  immediately  offered  for  apprehending 
the  affaffin,  and  a  promife  of  pardon  if  he  would  difcover  himfelf.  Many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  mountains  were  brought  before  the  shah  :  fome  of  them  had  of- 
fered fums  of  money  to  the  foldiers  to  excufe  their  appearance.  This  was  urged  as 
a  proof  of  their  guilt,  but  nadir  commanded  that  they  ftiould  be  releafed,  with 
this  reflexion  :  '  Thefc  people  are  innocent.  The  man  who  has  made  fo  daring  an 
"  attenipt  on  my  life,  muft  be  a  perfon  '  of  diftinguiflied  bravery,  whole  courage  is 
"  not  inferior  to  my  own.** 

It  was  not  long  a  fecret,  that  the  contriver  of  this  affaflination  was  no  lefs  a  per- 
fon than  riza   kou^i  myrza,  whofe  manners  we  have  already  obfcrved  had  fb 

great 

*  The  perfon  who  was  put  to  death  in  the  rebellion  of  aitrabad.     Sec  Vol.  I.  page  134,  135, 
^  This  pafs  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  through  which  Alexander  purfaed  bbssus  theBACTRiAN 
traitor.  ^  The  difcovery  of  this  afiaflin  was  not  made  till  above  a  year  afterwards,  when  nadir 

recolledio^  a  certain  man  who  had  often  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  field  of  battle,  enquired  after  him ; 
and  being  mformed  that  this  man  had  abfented  himfelf  at  fuch  a  time,  it  immediately  occurred  to  him 
that  he  muft  certainly  be  the  perfon  who  had  (hot  at  him.  The  shah  therefore  ordered  that  the  man 
(hould  be  fought. for,  and  brought  before  him.  He  was  accordingly  found  in  kandarar,  and  condaded 
to  the  camp,  where  he  confefled  the  fad.  Nadir  faid  to  him,  **  Voa  are  a  very  brave  fdlawi  bot  to 
^*  prjBvcnt  your  taking  fuch  good  aim,  yoa  muft  lofe  your  eyes/* 

S 
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^reat  a  refemblance  with  thofe  of  his  father.  The  prince  being  brought  before  his  17^9. 
tathcr,  he  intreated  him  to  think  pf  his  crime,  to  alk  pardon,  and  promiie  obedience.  , 
**  Confider,"  fays  nadir,  '*  I  am  your  general,  your  fovereign,  your  friend,  your 
"  father.  Confider  the  duty  you  owe  me  in  thefe  feveral  relations.  Refleft  on  the 
'*  fmall  acknowledgments  which  I  require  of  you.  You  are  in  my  power,  but  I 
*'  would  not  have  you  perifh.'  Live,  be  happy,  and  a  king,  whenever  Providence 
**  fhall  take  me  from  the  earth.'*  He^  employed  feveral  of  his  principal  officers  to 
perfuade  his  fon.to  repentance,  but  riza  kouli  was  inflexible,  and  obftinately  per- 
fitted  that  he  had  done  no  wrong  in  attempting  his  father's  life.  He  told  him  to 
his  face,  "  Yqu  arc  a  tyrant,  and  ought  to  die.  1  know  the  moft  ypu  can  do  is  t^ 
**  kill  me."  The  afflicted  nadir  between  rage  and  tendernefs  faid,  **  No:  I  will 
**  not  take  your  life,  but  I  will  make  you  an  example  to  all  the  princes  of  the 
•'  earth;  I  will  cutout  your  eyes."  Riza  kouli,  with  a  fiercenefs  peculiar  to 
**  himfelf,  replied,  Cut  them  out,  and  put  them  into  ....  *." 

Necessity  thus  obliged  nadir  to  deprive  his  darling  fon  of  his  fight,  and  him- 
felf of  all  hopes  of  making  him  his  heir.  Thergpnius  and  intrepidity  of  this  young 
man  had  filled  nadir  with  fanguine  expeftations  of  continuing  the  diadem  in  his 
family,  which  indeed  could  hardly  be  expefted  from  a  fucceflbr  of  lefs  refolution 
than  himfelf.  Some  days  after  this  event,  nadir  commanded*  that  his  fon  fhould 
be  brought  before  him,  and  enquired  of  him  with  a  mixture  of  paternal  tendernefs, 
concerning  his  health.  The  fon,  .ftill  repugnant  to  every  fentiment  of  filial  affec- 
tion, and  not  rendered  lefs  daring  by  his  diftrefs,  replied,  **  You  have  not  blinded 
*•  me  fo  much  as  you  have  blinded  all  Persia  :  what  the  confequence  muft  be, 
**  time  will  difcover.**  It  is  remarkable,  that  nadir  never  after  permitted  his  fon^ 
to  have  any  womcni  nor  would  he  truft  him  in  any  place  but  under  his  own  eye. 

In  FEBRUARY  this  year,  the  shah  arrived  with  his  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
ISFAHAN.     The  fatisfaftion  which  the  Persians  felt  upon  his  return,  arofe  chiefly 
from  the  hopes  that  his  immenfe  riches,  the  fruits  of  a  three  years  compaign,  would 
free  them  from  the  heavy  burthen  of  fupporting  a  nun^erous  army :  how  ill  grounded  - 
their  expectations  were,  we  fhall  foon  have  occafion  to  relate. 

*  It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  indecent  mention  of  a  woman  of  honor  and  diftindtion,  is  no  lefs  dif- 
reipe^l  in.rtRsiA,  than  in  the  polite  parts  of  Bvaops  j  .confeqaently  it  is  the  higheft  indignity  to  >^ 
mention  in  grols  t«nns  the  favorite  wife  of  a  king. 
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.      PART        XV, 

FROM     THE 

Return    of   NADIR    S  H  A  H  to 
ISFAHAN   FROMHis  INDIAN 

EXPEDITION    IN    1 740* 

T  I  LL 
He   was    assassinated   in  1747. 

C    H    A    P.     I. 

.  SR^^SiMs  0H  the  vanity  of  military  exploits.  Nadir  finJ^  a  pompous  emkajfy  U 
RUSSIA,  and  another  to  turkey.  Circumjiances  of  the  turks.  NadirV  de^ 
mands  on  them.  His  war  witb  //i'^  Arabians.  His  conduH  towards  the  Arme- 
nian patriarch.  His  proj^Sl  of  introducing  a  new  religion  into  pbrsia.  He 
orders  a  traji^tion  of  the  evangeUJis.  Comparifon  of  his  cbaraSler^  and  that  of 
aic;bar,  formerly  empersr  ef  jndia. 

TH  £  afflidion  which  49Abir  muft  naturally  have  felt  from  the  misfortune 
which  happened  to  his  darling  fon,  gave  pbce  in  ibme  meafiire  to  the  gra- 
tification of  his  vanity.  It  is  reafonable  to  prefume  from  the  genius  of 
this  man,  that  more  than  half  the  joy  of  his  triumphs  would  have  been  loft,  but 
for  the  refledion  of  the  figure  he  fhould  make  in  the  efteem  of  other  princes. 

Actions,  truly  heroic,  like  thofe  of  the  deity,  whofe  beneficence  we  fhould 
ilrive  to  imiute,  deriv?  no  real  excellence  from  appiaufc,  being  in  themfelves  in- 
variably good.  The  natural  greatnefs  and  redtitiide  of  the  foul  can  never  be  ex- 
prel&d  in  actions  deftru£tive  to  mankind :  and  what  for  the  moll  part  are  pompous 
triumphs,  or  the  fpoils  tA  plundered  provinces,  but  fo  many  monuments  of  cruelty, 
ambition,  or  avarice  ?  yet  when  our  conduft  will  not  bear  the  t^fl:  of  reaibn,  our 
palfions  prompt  us  to  feek  a  vain  applaufe,  and  ftill  we  glory. 

What  reflexions  nadir  might  now  make  upon  himfelf,  are  npt  objefb  of  our 
inftrudion  fo  much,  as  thofe  which  we  ought  to  make  on  him.     As  to  his  immenfe 

treafures, 
5 
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treafurcs,  they  ferved  for  little  more  than  to  enlarge  his  defire  to  fupport  his  tyranni-  1 740, 
cal  power,  by  the  mere  notion  of  his  wealth  i    and  to  render  Persia  more  em- 
phatically miferable.     But  notwithftanding  his  extreme  avarice,  he  fent  a  magni- 
ficent embafly  with  prefcnts  of  great  value  to  the  Russian  court,   and  another 

to  the  GRAND  SIONIOR. 

The  embafladors  to  the  Russian  emprefs  were  saidar  khan%  and  hussein 
KHAN,  with  a  retinue  of  two  thoufand  perfons,  who  conyoyed  ten  elephants  with  fe- 
veral  jewels  and  other  rich  prefents.  Saidar  khan  died  at  kislar,  but  hus- 
sein proceeded  to  astrachan,  where  he  was  required  to  flop,  till  proper  orders 
were  fent  from  court  for  his  entertainment.  Such  embaflies  gratify  the  pride  of  thofc 
princes  by  whom  they  are  fent,  but  create  a  vaft  expence  *  to  thofe  who  are  to  re- 
ceive them.  It  was  not  till  the  end  of  October  *"  the  next  year,  that  the  embaf- 
fador  made  hi^  public  entry  into  st.  Petersburg,  which  was  in  feveral  refpefts 
magnificent,  tho*  part  of  the  Persian  retinue  made  but  a  mean  appearance.  The 
court  was  not  wanting  in  (hewing  this  Persian  minifter  all  the  honor  due  to  his 
rank.  His  bufinefs  was  to  acquaint  the  fovereign  of  Russia,  of 'the  great  feats  of 
his  mafter  in  the  conqueft  of  india,  and  of  the  immenfe  fpoil  which  he  had  brought 
from  thence ;  a  Ipecimen  of  which  he  prefented  to  the  Russian  emprefs,  in  the 
elephants  '*,  jewels,  and  other  valuables  with  which  he  was  charged ;  that  his 
mafter  had  alfo  rellored  the  indian  monarch  to  his  dominions,  and  now  offered 
his  friendfliip  to  the  fovereign  of  Russia,  with  whom  he  was  willing  to  enter  into 
«  defenfive  and  oflfenfive  alliance  *. 

We  have  already  mentioned,  that  during  his  abfence  fn  the  late  expedition,  he 
fent  embafiadors  to  the  grand  signior,  demanding  a  pafiport  to  travel  through 
the  OTTOMAN  empire  to  mecca.  The  Turkish  miniftry  confidercd  this  requeft  as 
capricious,  fince  it  could  never  be  prefumed  that  fuch  confent  would  be  granted ; 
and  if  he  noeant  to  take  the  liberty  of  making  that  pilgrimage  with  an  army  -,  it 
would  rather  be  with  a  view  to  plunder  the  place  of  its  immenfe  riches,  than  toofier 
up  his  prayers  of  thankfgiving  for  his  fuccefles  in  india.  The  turks  were  indeed 
afraid  that  he  meant  to  feed  his  infatiable  avarice  with  this  precious  morfel.     What 

added 

*  This  18  the  perfon  mentioned  in  the  note,  page  2<;7»  who  died  at  k  isl  a  r.  He  was  an  old  man,  and 
reputed  very  brave,  and  a  lover  of  jullice,  but  otherwise  not  tender  of  fpilline  blood.  I  was  told  the  fol- 
lowing ctrcumftance  concerning  him  ;  he  was  once  obferving  that  he  wanted  fomething  to  try  his  fabre  ; 
upon  which  a  very  old  man  in  the  company,  acknowledging  that  he  had  lived  long  enough,  offered  his 
neck:  saidar  took  him  at  his  word,  and  (IruckofFhis  head.  '^  it  was  laid,  that  this  embaf- 

fador  made  a  demand  of  no  lefs  than  two  hundred  fheep,  two  thoufand  pounds  of  rice,  and  other  pro- 
vifions  in  proportion  for  his  daily  fupport.  *  The  policy  of  pnnces  in  that  part  of  the  world, 

«rpecially  when  things  are  in  a  precarious  (late,  is  often  the  caufe  of  thefe  delays :  fome  time  had  been 
fpent  in  the  adjuftment  of  the  ceremoolalsy  and  in  making  provifion  for  fo  numerous  a  retinue ;  for  not 
lefs  than  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  perfons  attended  this  embafTador  tosr.  petbrsburc.  '  There 

are  feveral  of  thefe  yet  remaining  in  st.  pbtbrsborg,  which,  tho*  entirely  ufelefs,  are  fupported  for       v 
tjuriofity,  and  the  honor  of  the  foveret^.  The  ordinary  food  of  th^fe  animals  was  rice,  meaJ,  and  fuck 
like;  bat  the  Russians  have  very  judicioufly  taught  them  to  eat  hay.  *  It  was  (aid  this  embaf- 

fador  demanded  (hip-carpenters,  which  the  Russians  refufed,  obje61ing  that  they  had  none  except 
foreigners,  who  were  engaged  to  ferve  them  for  a  certain  time,  but  that  they  had  no  power  to  fend  them 
t)ut  of  their  country.  Trie  profecution  of  the  defign  which  nadir  had  formed  of  building  (hips  on  the 
CASPIAN  SEA,  was  the  cade  of  the  early  ruin  of  our  Caspian  trad«« 

Vol.  JI.  F  f  f 
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1740.  added  to  their  terror,  was  the  confideration  of  the  extraordinary  interpoficion  of 
providence  in  the  peace  which  he  had  made  with  them,  in  confequence  whereof 
he  had  employed  his  forces  an  fo  diftant  a  country,  and  was  coming  home  loaded 
with  the  fpoils  of  india.  It  could  hardly  be  expeded  that  his  military  genius  would 
fuifer  him  to  be  long  idle :  and  looking  on  themfelves  almoft  as  the  only  power  a- 
gainft  whom  he  could  turn  his  arms,  they  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Russians  and 
IMPERIALISTS,  and  made  great  preparations  for  marching  an  army  into  asia. 

Some  time  after  nadir  fent  an  envoy  to  acquaint  the  porte,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  they  refufed  him  a  pafTage  to  Mecca,  it  was  his  intention  to  live  in  friendship 
with  the  GRAND  siGNioR.  The  new  embaffador,  whom  he  charged  with  his  com* 
pliments  to  the  ottoman  emperor,  carried  fcveral  rich  jewels,  nine  elephants,  and 
a  great  number  of  camels,  as  a  prcfcnt :  and  according  to  the  dignity  he  aflumed, 
and  the  fplendor  of  eaftern  monarchs,  his  retinue  was  compofed  of  near  two  thou- 
fand  perfons.  As  their  motions  were  flow,  they  did  not  arrive  till  the  beginning 
of  the  next  year.  The  grand  vizir  received  this  embaflador  with  the  utmoft  de-^ 
monftration  of  cftcem  ;  however,  when  the  purport  of  his  commiflion  was  demand- 
ed, he  fecmed  to  be  offended,  declaring  that  he  would  communicate  it  only  to  the 
grand  SIGNIOR  in  perfon.  The  turks  foon  found  that  nadir  was  no  Ids  arro- 
gant in  his  propofals  of  the  terms  of  friendfhip,  than  oftentatious  of  his  riches,  as 
appeared  by  the  prodigality  of  his  prefents ;  under  thcfe  circumftances  they  were  in- 
duced to  watch  the  embaflador  as  a  fecret  enemy. 

Nadir  again  renewed  his  claim  to  aU  the  provinces  and  cities  which  in  ancient 
times  belonged  to  the  crown  of  Persia  %  and  infilled  that  the  turks  ought  to  pay 
the  expence  of  the  late  war,  or  yield  fome  provinces  as  an  equivalent.  Thcfc  de- 
mands appeared  to  the  turks  imperious  and  exorbitant,  and  they  concluded  that 
the  SHAH  of  PERSIA  meant  only  to  find  a  pretext  to  break  with  them.  As  the  late 
wars  had  exhaufted  their  treafuries,  and  the  army  was  in-  arrears,  orders  were  fent 
to  the  BASRAS  in  all  their  refpedivc  governments,  to  coUeft  the  taxes,  and  remit 
them  immediately  to  court. 

In  the  mean  while  nadir  employed  himfelf  in  reducing  the  Arabian  rebels  % 
who  had  revolted  during  his  abfence:  the  ousbeos  of  khieva  had  alfo  taken  up 
arms,  and  deftroyed  the  Persian  khan  who  had  been  appointed  their  governor, 
together  with  all  the  native  fubjedts  of  Persia,  whom  nadir  had  left  in  that  city. 
The  ARAL  tartars  made  inroads,  and  involved  that  country  in  great  diflra&ion, 
fo  that  all  communication  was  cut  oflT,  and  preparations  were  made  to  attack  them 
afrefla.  For  this  purpofe  nadir  marched  with  a  numerous  body  of  forces  to 
TiEHiRAN,  in  order  to  defend  the  province  of  khorasak,^  in  cafe  it  fliould  be  in- 
vaded, or  to  fend  detachments  againft  the  ousbegs  ^. 

We  have  already  feen  in  what  manner  he  afted  as  to  the  affair  of  religion.     The 
r  ^         beginning  of  this  year,  a  difpute  happened  between  the  Armenian  patriarch,  and 

fome 

*  The  HouLEs.  ^  It  may  be  prefomed  that  he  fent  frefli  forces  againft  thefe  tartars,  for 

he  had  a  fiee  ccmmuoication  with  them  in  17441  and  Has  fupplicd  with  reaults  from  khuva  aod 

BOKHARA, 
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fofne  R0M4SH  miflionarics.     The  matter  being  neceflarily  referred  to  nadih.  Tie  1740. 
fined  the  patriarch  twenty-four  thoufand  crowns,  alledging  that  priefts  had  no  occa- 
fion  for  riches  j  that  they  only  fcrved  to  perplex  the  mind,  and  take  it  off  from  pur-* 
fuits  of  a  religious  nature  i  but  as  to  himfelf,  the  fupport  of  his  army  rendered  monc/ 
very  neceflary. 

It  will  not  appear  a  fubjeft  of  furprize,  that  a  prince  who  had  the  courage  to  ap* 
propriate  to  himfelf  by  an  arbitrary  aft  all  the  revenues  of  the  clergy  of  the  national    ^ 
religion,  (hould  tax  the  chief  of  his  fubjefts  of  a  different  perfuafion.     We  find  him     ^    j 
indeed  often  aiming  to  confound  the  diftindlions  of  the  religions  already  profeffed    ^ 
by  his  people,  as  if  he  meant  to  introduce  one  of  his  own  contriving.     About  this 
time  he  ordered  a  fumptuous  maufoleum  to  be  built  at  mesched,  in  which  he  pro* 
pofed  to  have  his  body  laid :  towards  this  no  coft  was  fpared ;  the  jafper  tomb  in 
which  TAMERLANE  was  laid  at  balkh  *  was  brought  from  thence  at  a  great  charge^ 
however,  as  it  did  not  fuit  the  place,  he  returned  it  to  its  ancient  manfion.     It  is- 
remarkable  that  this  maufoleum  was  erefted  entirely  by  chriftians ;  at  the  fame  time 
as  hecaufed  an  Armenian  church  to  be  built  by  his  mahommedan  fubje&s. 

To  attempt  any  defperate  invafion  of  the  liberties  of  mankind,  no  method  fcems 
to  be  more  effeftual  than  that  of  depreciating  or  fubverting  the  eftablifhed  religion 
of  a  country  ^.  The  fubjedt  of  religion  will  ever  be  of  the  higheft  moment  to  man- 
kind ;  fince  it  is  only  another  word  to  exprefs  the  belief  of  the  being  of  a  God,  and 
the  immortality  of  the  foul ;  but  at  the  fame  time  that  it  has  taken  root  in  the  hearts, 
and  influences  the  conduft  of  one  part  of  mankind,  it  has  ferved  as  a  political  en- 
gine, or  the  inftrument  of  temporal  advantages  to  thofe  who  are  vulgarly  faid  to 
have  no  religion.  Persia  was  once  chofen  as  a  more  peculiar  fcene,  where  the 
Almighty  manifefted  his  power  in  a  very  Angular  manner ;  but  many  ages  have 
paft  fince  the  fubftance  of  religion  feems  to  have  been  changed  for  the  (hadow.  We 
find,  however,  a  remarkable  aptitude  in  the  Persians  to  the  belief  of  things  relat- 
ing to  a  future  ftate. 

"Nadir  took  frequent  occafion  to  mention  the  feats  of  ali  in  terms  of  contempt^ 
arraigning  his  condud,  as  a  foldier,  for  leading  his  army  into  the  defertsof  Ara- 
bia, w^re  numbers  perifhed  for  want  of  water.  **  And  why,"  fays  he,  addref- 
fing  himfelf  to  the  people,  "  inftead  of  praying  to  ali  do  you  not  call  on  God  '^  ?*' 
In  his  religious  fchemes  he  appeared  to  have  a  complicated  motive :  he  fought  to 
amufe  his  people,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  increafe  his  fame,  by  efl:ablifliing  a  new 
faith,  after  the  manner  of  his  predeceflS)rs.  As  he  had  deftroyed  the  seffie  family, 
which  had  been  eftablifhed  on  the  throne  of  Persia  on  a  principle  of  piety  and 
faith  -,  fo  he  feemed  defirous  to  be  the  original  of  a  new  race  of  kings,  on  the  bafis 
of  new  tenets  in  religion.     This  motive  was  fo  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  genius  of 

the 

•  It  is  thought  "by  fome  (hatthc  remains  of  this  tartar  hero  were  depofited  at  samarcakd,  which 
might  be  the  cale  originally,  and  upon  the  decay  of  that  place  thi  tomb  be  brought  to  balkh.  *»  With 
fomc  exceptions  however.  The  people  of  great  Britain  owe  their  liberty,  in  agreat  meafure,  to  tlie 
reformation.  ^  All  ah  is  the  name  they  ^ve  the  deity.    It  is  remarkable^  that  the  t  a  rtaks  wheti 

tbey  believe  themfelves  to  be  dying,  repeat  this  word ,  **  allau,  allah/*  continually,  as  their  Oftly 
incdcation,  till  they  wafte  their  (pirits,  and  expire. 

Ff  f  « 
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1740.  the  PERSIANS,  that  we  may  naturally  conclude  he  cxpcfted  to  derive  froiA  hence  a 
fecurity  to  himfelf  and  his  family. 

•  Towards  the  clofe  of  this  year,  he  caufed  a  tranflation  of  the  four  evangelifls  to 
be  made  into  persic.  It  fcemed,  however,  from  the  manner  in  which  hccondud- 
cd  this  bufinefs,  to  be  more  the  efSedt  of  caprice,  than  of  any  fteady  and  confident 
plan.  The  affair  was  put  under  the  direftion  of  myrza  mehtie,  a  man  of  fome 
karning,  who  being  vefted  with  a  proper  authority  for  the  purpofe,  fummoned  fe- 
veral  Armenian  bifhops  and  priefts,  together  with  divers  miffionaries  of  the  romisb 
church,  and  Persian  mullahs,  to  meet  him  at  Isfahan.  As  to  the  latter,  they 
could  not  be  gainers  ;  fince  the  change,  if  any  took  place,  was  to  be  in  prejudice 
of  mahommedanism.  Bcfides,  nadir's  conduft  towards  them  had  been  fcvere 
to  an  extreme,  and  unprecedented ;  many  of  them  therefore  gave  mvrza  mehtie 
large  bribes  to  excufe  their  appearance; 

Among  the  chriftians  fummoned  on  this  occafion,  only  one  romish  prieft,  bom 
in  PERSIA,  was  a  fufficient  mafter  of  the  language,  to  enter  upon  a  work  of  (b  cri- 
tical a  nature.  As  to  the  Armenians,  tho*  they  are  born  fubjcfts  to  Persia,  and 
intermixed  with  the  inhabitants,  yet  there  are  very  few  of  them  who  underftand 
the  language  fiindatnentally.  It  was  natural  to  expe£l,  that  mvrza  meHtie  and 
the  PERSIAN  MULLAHS,  would  be  more  folicitous  how  to  pleafe  nadir,  and  fup- 
port  the  credit  of  mahommedanism,  than  to  diveft  themfelves  of  prejudices,  and 
—  become  m afters  of  fo  important  a  fubjedl.  This  tranflation  was  drefled  up  with  all 
the  glofles  which  the  fables  and  perplexitfes  of  the  khoran  could  warrant ;  their 
chief  guide  was  an  ancient  a'rabic  and  perslan  tranflation.  Father  des  vignes, 
a  FRENCH  miflionary,  was  alfo  employed  in  this  work,  in  which  he  made  ufe  of 
the  vuIgate  edition.  They  were  but  fix  months  in  compleating  this  tranflation^  and 
tranfcribing  feveral  fair  copies  of  it.  .  • 

1741.  In  may  following,  myrza  mehtie,  with  the  Persian  mitllahs,  and  fome 
of  the  chriftian  priefts,  fet  out  from  Isfahan  for  the  Persian  court,  which  was 
then  held  in  the  encampment  near  tjehikas.     Nadir  received  them  with  fome 

_^  marks  of  civility,  and  had  a  curfory  view  of.  the  performance.  Some  part  erf  it 
was  read  to  him  ;  on  which  occaHon  he  made  feveral  ludicrous  remarks  on  the 
myfterious  part  of  the  chriftian  religion  •,  at  the  fame  time  he  laughed  at  the  jews, 
and  turned  mahommed  and  ali  equally  into  ridicule.  Under  fuch  circumftances, 
it  was  impoflible  this  performance  ftiould  produce  any  good  efFeft.  He  obfcrvcd 
that  the  evangelifts  did  not  agree  in  their  accounts,  more  than  the  mahommed  an 
and  chriftian  priefts  ;  therefore  he  muft  remain  under  the  fame  difficulty  that  he  was 

----'  in  before :  that  out  of  both,  if  it  pleafed  God  to  give  him  health,  he  would  engage 
to  make  a  religion  much  better  than  any  which  had  been  yet  pradifed  by  mankind ; 
with  feveral  other  vague  refledlions  of  the  like  nature.  He  then  difmifled  thefe 
church- men  and  tranflators  with  fome  fmall  prefents,  not  equal  in  value  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  journey. 

It  feems  as  if  nadir  had  his  religion  to  feek;  but  this  projeft,  under  the  prefent 
ftate  of  affairs,  and  confidering  the  pailioQ  he  had  for  military  achivements,  was  very 

ridiculous, 
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ridiculous,  and  by  no  means  agreeable  to  that  ferioufnefs  with  which  oriental  princes  1741. 
are  general  inclined  to  treat  this  important  fubjeft.  What  exalted  notions  ought 
not  the  contemplation  of  the  chriftian  religion  to  infpire  in  us,  when  we  obferve  the 
cruelty  and  extravagant  principles  of  government,  which  generally  prevail  at  the 
courts  of  mahomM£Dan  princes  !  In  how  ihining  a  lighr  do  thofe  appear,  whpfe 
hearts  are  warmed  with  a  generous  defire  of  adling  up  to  the  dignity  peculiar  to 
the  chriftian  religion  !  Nor  ought  it  to  be  objedted,  that  avarice  and  ambition  have 
often  involved  the  chriftian  world  in  diftrefs ;  when  we  have  fuch  irrefiftible  proof 
of  thofe  proceedings  being  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  principles  of  chriftia* 
nity. 

To  let  the  different  charafters  of  two  eaftern  princes  in  contraft  with  each  other^ 
we  ftiall  in  the  note  here  fubjoincd  give  a  letter,  wrote  by  jilal  o'din  *  mahommed 
AKBAR,  emperor  of  HiNDOJSTAN^  to  the  king  of  Portugal  in  15S2.  T^is  let- 
ter''feems  to  exhibit  a  remarkable  proof,  how  the  fame  freedom  of  fentiment  may 

operate 

*  The  aggrandizer  of  religion  ;  a  title  which  he  prefixed  to  his  liame  when  he  mounted  the  throne. 

^  "  GLORY  eternal  to  the  true  king,  whofe  dominions  arc  fafe  frpm  decay,  and  whofe  kingdom  is 
*'  everlading.  The  extent  of  the  heavens,  and  the  boittidaries  of  the  earth,  are  but  minute  parts  of  bis 
**  creation ;  and  infinite  fpace  but  a  fmall  point  of  his  produfHons  *.  He  has  regulated  the  order  of  the 
**  univerfc,  and  the  government  of  the  fons  of  ad  am,  by  the  nnderflanding  of  kings,  who  exercife 
<<  judice.  By  his  decrees,  the  ties  of  love,  and  bonds  of  atted^ion,  are  failened  ;  and  he  has  implanted 
*'  in  the  various  beings  and  creatures  of  his  workmanfhip,  the  paffion  of  inclination  and  union,  with  a 
**  mutual  tendency  to  fociety  ;  and  praifes  without  end  are  due  to  the  fouls  of  prophets  and  apofUes, 
**  who  walked  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs,  and  diredted  the  way  to  obtain  everlailing  felicity. 

<«  Thofe  who  have  improved  their  underftandings,  and  fludied  the  laws  of  nature,  kfiow,  thgt  thii 
*'  terreftrial  world  is  but  a  mirror  of  the  fpiritual  one ;  and  that  nothing  is  more  deiirable  than  love, 
«'  or  more  facred  than  friend  (hip,  inafmuch  as  thd  oeconomy  and  good  order  of  the  world  is  owiog  to 
*«  affcftion,  and  the  harmony  of  minds.  For  wherever  the  fun  of  love  (hineth  on  the  heart,  it  clears  the 
*'  foul  from  the  darknefs  of  mortality.  How  ought  thefe  qualities  to  be  diligently  fought  by  princes, 
•«  whofe  friendly  corrcfpodcnce  is  the  caufe  of  happinefs  to  the  world,  and  to  the  inhabitants  thereof  I 
,•*  For  this  reafon  it  has  been  my  conftant  and  earneft  endeavor,  tb  ftrengthen  the  ties  of  fricndfhip,  and 
•*  the  bonds  of  union,  among  the  creatures  of  the  Almighty  ;  efpecially  among  kings,  whom  Goa  by 
**  his  favor  has  fo  highly  exalted,  and  fo  peculiarly  diflinguifbed  from  the  reft  of  mankind. 

«'  Your  royal  majefty,  who  is  endowed  with  intellcAual  knowledge,  and  fupports  the  ordinances  of 
**  jEsvs,  ftands  in  no  need  of  praife  or  dcfcription.  Our  neighbourhood  f  with  your  renowned  ma- 
•«  jefty,  renders  our  friend(hip  and  alliance  indifpenfably  neceflary  ;  but  as  a  perfonal  conference  is  not 
"  pradicable,  the  want  thereof  muft  f>e  fupplied  by  embafTes,  and  mutual  correfpondencies,  that  our  af- 
**  fairs,  and  the  defires  of  our  hearts,  may  oe  manifefted  to  each  other. 

"  Your  majefty  knows,  that  philofophers  and  divines,  in  all  nations,  and  in  all  age?,  concerning  the 
*«  vifiblc  and  intellectual  world,  agree,  that  the  former  ought  not  to  be  of  any  conftdcration,  compared 
••  with  the  latter ;  yet  even  the  wile  men  of  thefe  times,  and  the  great  ones  of  all  nations,  labor  and 
•«  toil  to  acquij;^  the  perifhing  things  of  this  vifionary  ftate  ;  and  confume  the  greateft  part  of  their  lives, 
*'  and  their  choiceft  hours,  in  procuring  material  delights,  being  fwallowed  up,  and  djflblved  in  fleeting^ 
•'  plcafures,  and  tranfitory  joys.  Notwithftanding  thefe  obftruflions,  and  the  extenfive  bufinefs  of  my 
••  government,  the  moft  high  Goo,  through  his  eternal  favor  and  perpetual  grace,  has  inclined  my 
*'  heart  always  to  feek  him.    And  as  he  has  fubjeded  the  dominions  of  many  powerful  princes  to  me^ 

*•  I 

•  The  MAH0MMKDAN8,  according  to  the  ftile  of  the  eaftern  languages,  of  which  our  fcriptures  arc  in  moft  parts  a  remark- 
able rpecinien,  begin  their  letters,  and  moft  of  their  other  writings,  with  the  praifcs  of  Goo.'  f  Alludes  eo  the  foC* 
fedioiif  which  the  poatugukse  had  at  that  time  in  india. 
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1^41.  operate  cither  on  tlie  virtuous  or  on  the  vicious  fide.  The  emperor  akbar,  tho* 
not  fo  great  a  warrior,  had  as  liberal  a  mind,  as  nadir  shah.  If  we  may  believe 
this  letter  was  dictated  by  the  heart,  how  different  were  the  objcds  that  engaged 
their  attention  !  The  one  confulted  the  arts  of  peace  to  render  his  fubjeds  happy  j 
the  other  delighted  only  in  war ;  and  we  fee  what  calamities  attended  it. 


C    H    A    P.        II. 

J^evolt  of  the  muntisiks  from  the  turktsiI  government.  ^Short  defcription  of  tbm 
and  their  country^  The  city  <?/bassora  under  alarm  from  ibe  arabs.  ConkS 
of  ACHMED  BASH  A.  Bassor  A  threatened  with  a  Jtege  by  the  Persians.  Nadir 
marches  againji  the  lesgees  ;  and  meets  with  feveral  repulfes  in  d  agist  an.  Ti^ 
RUSSIANS  alarmed  at  bis  approach.  The  lesgees  dejire  the  proteSicn  offimsiA, 
The  PERSIANS  make  war  with  the  Arabians,  and  are  repulfed.  Difirefs  o/persu. 
Dangerous  fituation  of  the  turks.  They  reduce  the  arabiak  rebels.  Great  fre- 
farations  in  Persia  for  a  war. 

IN  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  muntisiks,  with  fome  oth^  tribes  of  Ara- 
bians, who  had  lately  been  under  achmed  basha,  threw  ofF  the  Turkish  yoke. 
Thefe  people  generally  encamp  during  the  fummer  feafon  in  the  diftrift  of  basso- 
RA.  The  EUPHRATES,  which  waters  this  country,  renders  it  very  agreeable,  at 
the  iame  time  thVt  grain,  vegetables,  and  paflurage,  are  in  great  abundance.  It  is 
remarkable  that  this,  as  well  as  the  other  tribes  of  the  Arabians^  appear  to  be  a 

very 

*'  I  endeavor  to  govern  them  with  underflanding.     AW  my  fubjefts  are  happy ;  for  his  will,  aad 
«<  my  duty  to  him,  is  the  end  of  all  my  defires  and  a£lions. 

*•  Mankind  are  for  the  mod  part  chained  with  the  bonds  of  faihion  and  conflraint,  rcgar^gAe 
^'  cuftoms  of  their  forefathers,  or  their  cotemporaries  and  relations;  and  without  examining  the  argo* 
*'  ments  or  reafons  for  it,  give  an  implicit  aiTent  to  that  religion  in  which  they  have  been  brooght  up: 
**  thus  depriving  themfelves  of  the  means  of  difcovering  the  truth,  which  is  the  bniiDefs  and  cad 
*'  of  reafon.  for  my  own  part,  I  fomctimcs  converfe  wiui  the  learned  of  all  religions*,  and  proLiby 
«*  their  rcfpcdive  dilcourfcs.  But  as  the  veil  of  language  interpofcs,  it  is  expedient  that  yoo  (end 
**  unto  me  fuch  a  perfon  as  can  didindlly  relate  and  explain  his  faith.  It  has  already  reached  nj 
"  fortunate,  ears,  that  the  heavenly  books  f,  the  Pentateuch,  the  Pfalms,  and  Gofpels,  are  tranflalcd 
''  into  ARABIC  and  persic.  Should  a  tranflation  of  thefe,  or  any  other  books  of  general  ufe  and 
**  advanuge^  be  procurable  in  your  country,  let  them  be  fent  to  me. 

*•  For  a  further  confirmation  of  our  friend(hip«  and  to  fecure  the  foundation  of  affcAion  and  nnityi 
"  I  have  fent  my  trufty  friend,  the  learned  and  honorable  seyd  mazupfbr,  whom  1  hayc  parti- 
"  cularly  favoured  and  dillinguifhed  :  he  will  perfonally  communicate  to  you  feveral  matters,  in  which 
•*  you  may  con^de.  Always  keep  open  the  doors  of  embafiy  and  correfpondeace ;  and  peace  be  to  him 
**  who  follows  the  guide.     Written  m  the  month  ribbI  aval  990  y."  *" 

•  He  w.if  fond  of  the  biachmini  or  Indian  priefta,  for  which  abdallan  khan,  chief  of  the  ta«ta»s  a^ 
flijt  timr,  complained  much  in  his  letters  to  him.  f  Among  tbcfc  are  reckoned  the  fcriptures  of  the  cmh- 

•  TrAifs  by  fome  mamommbdans,  who  objcft  only  thit  we  have  corrupted  (he  gofpclj  whilft  others  ptttend,  ihatvbrs 
ibc  khoraa  was  brought  on  the  earth,  the  gofpel  w«i  taken  into  bea\-eo.  ||  Apbzx.  158a. 
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▼ery  different  people  in  the  field,  from  what  they  are  in  great  cities.     When  they  ty^J. 
arc  afTociated with  the  neighbouring  nations,  they  are  gentle  and  polite:  but  when 
they  take  the  field,  the  frcfli  air  infpires  them  with  diflfercnt  fentiments,  and  their 
expertnels  in  the  ufe  of  the  lance  and  fabre,  renders  them  fierce  and  intrepid.    Their 
flcill  in  horfemanfhip,  and  their  capacity  of  bearing  the  heat  of  their  burning  plains, . 
give  them  alfo  a  fuperiority  over  their  enemies  -,  hence  every  petty  chief  in  his  own 
diftridb  confider$  himfelf  as  a  fovereign  prince,  and  as  luch  exafts  cuftoms  from  all , 
paflengers. 

Their  conduft  in  this  refpeft  has  often  occafioned  their  being  confidered  in  na» 
better  light  than  robbers,  though  many  of  them  are  hofpitable  and  generous,  as  well 
as  brave  and  fober.     Towards  thofc  who  alk  their  protection  they  are  remarkably 
difinterefted  :  numbers  of  them  are  diftinguifhed  for  their  vivacity  and  penetration  ; . 
they  have  alfo  a  reputation  for  poetry  and  aftrology.     They  generally  marry  within . 
their  own  tribe :  their  women  are  very  chafte ;  indeed  they  make  it  death  to  be 
otherwife  ;  and  there  are  feveral  inftances  of  fathers  killing  their  own  daughters  for 
•^  incontinence ;  yet  for  robbery  or  murder  in  the  field  they  feldom  punilh.     The 
different  tribes  are  often  at  war  with  each  other,  and  the  pillage  acquired  by  this  . 
means  is  looked  upon  as  an  honorable  pofleflion.     When  they  plunder  caravans  . 
travelling  through  their  territories,  they  confider  it  as  reprilals  on  ttjp  turks  and 
PERSIANS,  who  often  make  inroads  into  their  country,  and  carry  away  iheir  corn 
and  their  flocks.     In  this  part  of  arabia,  antiently  called  CALDi£A%  is  feldom. 
fcen  either  cloud  or  mift. 

The  jurifdiftion  of  achmed  basha  had  extended  as  far  as  the  Persian  gulph, 
and  included  bassora.     The  ottoman  court  being  now  jealous  of  achmed,  his 
government  was  abridged,  and  confined  to  that  of  bagdat;  the  revenues  of  the 
basha  were  confequently  decreafed  one  thoufand  purfes  ^  which  rendered  him  in- 
different in  regard  to  the  prefervation  of  bassora.     This  city  had  been  for  fomc  ^ 
ime  under  alarrns,  the  muntisiks  threatening  to  pillage  it ;  which  indeed  waa . 
prafticable,  had  they  made  the  attempt,  the  inhabitants  being  unprovided  for  a 
fiege.     The  commander  exerted  himfelf  to  put  the  place  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  and  . 
at  the  fame  time  wrote  to  achmed  basha  to  come,  or  fend  troops  to  his  afliftance. 
The  basha  was  then  upon  an  expedition  againft  the  kourds  bilbaz.     As  foon  as  . 
he  heard  of  the  revolt  of  thefe  Arabians,  he  returned  to  bagdat,  and  after  col-. . 
letting  a  body  of  forty  thoufand  mea»  he  marched  to  the  relief  of  bassora. 

To  all  human  appearance  achmed  might  have  deftroyed  thefe  Arabians  ;  but 
after  fome  light  Ikirmiflies  he  returned  to  bagdat.  He  had  artfully  fown  divifions  . 
among  the  chiefs'"  of  the  arabs,  particulai-ly  the  Muntisiks  and  benjlames;  by 
this  means  he  became  their  arbitrator,  and  turned  the  fcale,  infomuch  that  he  ap- 
pointed and  dcpofed  their  chiefs,  as  he  found  it  mod  for  his  intereft  :  this  was  the 
reafon  for  his  declining  to  fight  them.  Befides,  he  thought  it  neceflSiry  to  return  it^i- 
mediately  to  his  government  j  for  he  forefaw,  that  nadir  shah  would  attack  the 

TURKS;- 

*  This  is  the  country  bordering  on  the  government  of  bagdat  northward  from  b-assora. 
"  ^  Garrouches  or  purfes,  each  of  five  hundred  dollars,  at  three  /hillings^  arc  eg^ual  to  fevca  thoaikndv. 
five  hundred  pounds.  «  Thcfc  they  call  CMiiks. 
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JI741.TUBKS.;  and  if  Tie  engaged  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army  out  of  his  jurijcJidion, 
the  PORTE  might  probably  infift  on  his  taking  the  command  againfl  the  Persians, 
to  which  he  was  not  the  Icaft  inclined.  He  knew  that  by  fuch  means  he  (hould  put 
himfelf  in  the  power  of  the  grand  signior,  whofe  good  will  he  had  fome  reafon 
to  fnfpeft ;  or  at  leaft  that  he  ftiould  engage  with  an  enemy,  againft  whom  he  ap- 
prehended he  Ihould  make  the  bcft  defence  within  his  walls. 

In  the  mean  while  the  Arabian  houles  continued  to  aft  vigoroully  againft  the 
l»ERsiANS,  who  could  not  fupport  the  war  againft  them  for  want  of  Ihips.  Thefe 
people  made  feveral  dcfcents  on  the  Persian  coaft,  and  carried  off  great  numbers 
into  flavery.  The  end  of  this  year,  nadir  fent'an  officer  to  require  the  delivery  of 
his  fubjefts  in  dassora,  which  was  threatened  with  a  ficge  by  the  Persians;  whilft 
the  ccldncfs  of  achmed  basha  towards  the  Turkish  intereft,  rendered  him  fuf- 
peded  of  holding  a  correfpondence  with  the  Persian  king,  and  gave  great  occafion 
of  alarm  at  Constantinople. 

There  is  a  proverbial  faying  among  the  peHsians,  "  If  any  persiak  king  is  a 
**  fool,  let  him  march  againft  the  lesgees  ;"  by  which  is  plainly  underftood,  thac 
however  potent  an  army  may  be,  the  (ituation  of  the  mountains  of  dagistan  is 
fuch,  and  the  people  are  fo  brave,  that  the  fucccfs  of  an  expedition  againft  them 
muft  be  very  precarious.  Nadir,  whom  no  Persian  king  exceceded  in  vanity  or 
ambition,  determined  to  try  his  fortune  againft  them.  They  had  given  him  great 
offence  upon  feveral  occafions,  particularly  by  that  incurfion  during  his  abfence  in 
INDIA,  in  which  his  brother  ibrahim  khan  was  (lain  ;  nor  was  shirvan  ever  free 
from  their  inroads  •,  fo  that  great  part  of  that  province  was  rendered  defolate.  The 
end  of  this  year  nadir  marched  at  the  head  of  thirty-five  thoufand  men  into  shir- 
Van,  and  from  thence  direfted  his  courfe  into  the  mountains  of  the  lesgees.  In 
order  to  facilitate  his  progrefs,  he  caufed  vaft  quantities  of  wood  to  be  hewn  down 
on  both  fides  the  road,  defigning  to  fruftratc  any  attempt  which  thefe  tartars 
might  make  to  lie  in  ambufcade.  In  this  he  leemed  alfo  to  haVe  a  further  view. 
The  attack  which  his  fon  had  lately  made  on  his  life  in  the  ftraits  of  astrabad, 
rendered  him  the  more  circum(be£t  (  nor  was  he  ignorant  that  the  lssoebs  are  as 
crafty  as  they  are  brave  *. 

1742.  About  the  beginning  of  this  year  he  entered  d  agist  an.  Here  he  found  a  very 
different  people  from  the  Indians,  whom  he  had  fo  lately  conquered.  Inftead  of 
marching  through  open  and  fertile  plains,  inhabited  by  a  rich  and  effeminate  peo* 
pie,  he  was  to  clin>b  up  mountains.  In  many  places  inacceflible,  and  which  in  ge- 
neral feryed  as  a  natural  bulwark  to  thofe  vallies,  where  only  he  could  expeft  to 
find  provifions.  Thefe  were  defended  by  a  ftout  hardy  race  of  men,  whofe  love  of 
liberty  had  through  ages  rendered  them  invincible  :  and  if  he  could  penetrate  thro* 
the  defiles  into  thefe  vallies,  his  enemies  nfiight  ftill  take  (helter  in  their  mountains, 
and  render  all  his  attempts  abortive. 

The  terror  of  his  arms  had  however  induced  fofne  of  them  in  the  fouthern  parts 

to  fend  hoftages,  and  make  their  fubmiflion.     Of  thefe  he  removed  a  conliderable 

number 
•  See  Vol.  I.  page  z^6  to  259. 
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number  into  khorasan,  as  well  to  people  that  province,  as  to  prevent  their  future  174.2. 
irruptions  into  the  Persian  dominions.  This  ftep  ferved  only  to  irritate  the  other 
LESGEES.  Nadir  having  left  one  of  his  generals  with  a  body  of  eight  thoufand 
men  at  a  pafs,  which  commands  an  entrance  into  the  mountains,  he  marched  for- 
ward in  purfuit  of  the  caracaita  *  lesgees  :  theJe  having  retired,  and  drawn  him 
deep  into  their  country,  alarmed  the  inhabitants  of  the  hills.  After  uniting  fomc 
confiderable  bodies  of  their  forces,  they  came  down  during  the  night,  and  put  his 
whole  army  into  the  utmoft  confufion.  They  even  attacked  the  royal  tent,  took 
away  fomc  of  nadir's  treafure,  and  feveralof  his  women. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Persian  general,  who  was  left  with  a  body  of  forces  to 
fecure  the  communication  with  shirvan,  was  alfo  attacked  with  great  fury.  The 
lesgees  furprized  thefe  troops  %  and  having  the  advantage  of  a  wood  and  rifing 
ground,  they  made  great  havock  among  the  Persians,  before  the  latter  were  able 
CO  repulfe  them. 

After  many  fruitlefs  attempts,  nadir  found  his  army  in  great  diftrefs  for  provi* 
fions.  Shirvan  had  been  impovcrifhed  to  an  extreme  degree,  fo  as  not  to  be  able 
to  fupply  him,  nor  was  the  communication  open  for  caravans  -,  he  therefore  diredled 
his  courfe  to  derbend,  the  inhabitants  of  which  foon  felt  the  fatal  cfFe<5bs  of  his 
neighbourhood.  Here  he  began  to  be  extremely  fenfible  of  the  great  ufe  of  (hips, 
by  means  of  which  he  might  receive  a  fupply  of  provifions  from  the  fouthern  coaft 
of  the  CASPIAN  SEA.  This  circumftance  calls  to  mind  a  memorable  tranfadlion  of 
this  year,  with  relation  to  the  conduft  of  john  elton%  the  English  faftor,  whofe 
injudicious  engagement  gave  fo  great  oSence  to  the  Russian  court,  and  fo  fatal  a 
wound  to  our  Caspian  commerce:  but  there  has  been  already  too  much  faid  on 
thisfubjedt,  to  need  any  further  obfervation. 

This  mighty  conqueror  was  now  brought  fo  low,  that  the  remains  of  his  fhattered 
forces,  reduced  to  twenty  thoufand  men,  muft  have  deferted  or  totally  perifhed^ 
had  they  not  been  fupplied  by  the  Russians.  Every  part  of  the  world  furnifhes  us 
with  inftances,  of  the  love  of  gain  carrying  private  men  beyond  the  bounds  pre- 
fcribed  by  laws.  I  never  could  conceive,  that  nadir  entertained  the  Icaft  thought 
of  invading  the  Russian  dominions,  but  it  was  fufficient  matter  of  alarm  that  he  at- 
tempted to  fubdue  the  lesgees  -,  therefore  orders  were  fent  from  court,  that  no  pro- 
vifions (hould  be  conveyed  as  merchandize  to  the  Persian  army.  However,  the 
traders  of  astrachan  had  affuranceof  fo  vaft  a  profit,  that  they  could  not  refill  the 
temptation,  as  I  have  already  explained  ^ :  but  derbend  notwithftanding.  lufFered 
fuch  diftrefs,  that  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  periftied  by  famine. 

The  long  continuance  of  the  Persian  army  on  the  Russian  frontiers,  created  a 
fufpicion  at  the  court  of  st.  Petersburg,  that  nadir  would  make  pretentions  to 

KISLAR, 

•  This  word  fignifies  black  villagers.  Thcfc  arc  eftecmed  fomc  of  the  braved  people  among  the 
LESGEES.  ^  A  FRENCH  miflionary  who  was  prefcnt  in  the  Persian  camp  upon  this  occaiion, 

informed  me  of  feveril  particulars  of  the  great  braver/  of  the  Persians.  ^  We  find-KLTON 

was  at  nadir's  camp.     See  Vol.  I.  p.  101.  ^  Vol.  I.  p.  85. 
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1742.  KisLAR,  as  being  built  on  the  Persian  territories.  This  is  certain,  that  he  took 
great  offence  at  the  conduft  of  a  Russian  officer  towards  fomc  of  his  troops,  who 
approached  too  near  to  that  fort  j  but  for  this,  fatisfaftion  was  made  him  by  the 
court.  Though  the  temptation  of  gain  had  thus  engaged  the  Russian  merchants 
to  fupply  the  Persians,  yet  the  court  of  st.  Petersburg  was  fo  far  alarmed  at 
their  approach,  that  great  magazines  were  ordered  to  be  formed  in  astrachan. 
This  city  was  alfo  put  in  a  ftate  of  defence,  and  a  body  of  troops,  to  the  number 
of  twenty  thoufand,  under  the  command  of  general  taraicanoff,  were  ordered  to 
file  off*  towards  kislar. 

The  lesgees  had  intimated  their  dcfire  of  putting  thcmfelves  under  the  protec- 
tion of  RUSSIA,  from  the  time  of  nadir's  firft  invading  their  country,  and  it  cer- 
tainly was  the  intereft  of  that  empire  to  fupport  the  independency  of  thofe  brave  moun- 
taineers, who  form  fo  fafe  a  barrier  agaiaft  the  Persians.  The  arrival  of  the  Rus- 
sian troops  indeed  contributed  to  defeat  nadir's  defigns,  and  he  found  bimfelf 
obliged  to  abandon  an  enterprize  to  which  his  (kill  and  fortune  were  not  equal. 

A  s  foon  as  the  Russian  general  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  dagistan,  the 
LESGEES  made  application  to  him ;  and  from  an  apprehenfion  of  the  danger  they 
might  be  expofed  to,  in  cafe  nadir  was  determined  to  profecute  his  defign  of  re- 
ducing them,  they  wrote  to  this  commander  as  follows  : 

**  Moft  honored  and  moji  accomplijhed  general  and  commander  in  chiefs 

"  OUR  moft  humble  petition  confifts  in  this  :  all  the  inhabitants  of  dagistan 
"  having  been  informed  that  you  are  arrived  near  the  frontiers  of  kislar  with  an 
"  imperial  army,  and  that  your  intention  is  to  defend  and  proteft  the  fubjefts  of 
*'  her  imperial  majefty  in  andrewska,  koslkoff,  and  baxan,  as  alfo  all  the 
**  chiefs  and  rulers  of  the  ftates  bordering  on  the  dominions  of  her  imperial  majefty : 
**  after  longing  expeftations  of  your  arrival,  we  have  fent  our  deputies  in  the  name 
*'  of  the  whole  nation  to  defire  your  interceflion,  that  her  imperial  majefty  may  re- 
"  ccive  us  under  her  puiffant  protcftion,  and  permit  us  to  be  her  flaves.  We  are 
**  determined  to  hold  the  golden  border  of  her  imperial  robes,  and  in-lpite  of  all 
"  the  evils  that  may  threaten  us,  we  will  not  be  dragged  from  them,  nor  feck  any 
*•  other  proteftion,  nor  acknowledge  any  other  fovcreign  than  God  and  her  imperial 
"  majefty. 

''  We  hereby  take  a  folemn  oath  of  allegiance  to  her  imperial  majefty,  whom 
"  we  moft  humbly  implore  to  protect  us  againft  our  enemies,  and  in  her  exalted 
"  clemency  to  give  a  favorable  anfwer  to  our  petition*     And  that  her  puiffant  ma- 
**  jefty  may  know  in  what  numbers  our  troops  conffft,  we  fend  you  a  lift  as  fol 
"  lows  : 


**   ACHMEO 
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**  Ac H MED  KHAN  thc  ousMAi  hais             -             -             - 
"  The  tribe  *  of  aparz 

"    ACHMED  KHAN  lord  »»  of  SCHUNKETIN  -  -  . 

^     *'  In  the  diftrifts  of  KANSCHUKUL  •  -  . 

*'    In  ABY  .---.- 

"  In  ABUOAL  and  kalacksky  -  .  -  - 

**    In  CARACK  c  -  -  •  -  - 

*'  In  the  diftrifts  of  kusti  500.     In  kly  2,500 

*'  In  GEDAT  4000.     In  KiNjoDE  looo;  and  in  kurada  1000 


4ti 

12,000  men  1742. 
13,000 

2,700 

8,000 

5,000 

7, 000 

7»5CP 

3,000 

6,000 


66,200^'* 


These  people,  known  to  the  world,  but  particularly  to  the  Persians,  for  their 
bravery  and  fteady  love  of  liberty,  now  defended  themfclves  againft  the  conqueror 
of  INDIA,  the  n\pft  powerful  of  all  the  monarchs  of  the  eaft.  Nadir  faw,  though 
too  late,  that  he  had  committed  a  very  falfe  ftep;  nor  could  he  retire,  without 
weakening  his  interell  in  Persia,  and  his  reputation  in  general.  He  was  fenflble 
moreover  that  thefe  very  lesgees  would  be  encouraged  by  his  retreat,  to  infult 
all  the  frontier  country,  and  treat  the  Persians  in  thofe  parts  as  a  conquered  peo- 
ple, unlcfs  he  employed  a  more  numerous  body  of  forces  to  guard  shirvan,  than 
confided  with  his  other  defigns.  However,  of  the  two  evils,  it  feemed  the  greateft 
to  wafte  his  time  and  deftroy  his  troops,  when  he  might  employ  them  ufefully  in 
other  important  projects. 

From  this  time  we  find  nadir  fecretly  difgufted  with  the  Russian  court;  how- 
ever, after  his  return  into  Persia  he  fent  for  the  minifter  of  her  imperial  majefty 
who  attended  the  army,  and  told  him,  *'  that  he  was  furprized  it  ever  fliould  be 
*'  imagined  he  intended  to  invade  the  Russian  dominions  ;  that  it  was  true  he  had 
*'  not  been  treated  with  refpeft,  Russia  having  failed  to  fend  a  folemn  embafly  to 
**  congratulate  him  on  his  exaltation  to  the  throne  of  Persia  •,  but  as  he  underftood 
**  there  had  been  great  changes  at  st.  Petersburg,  he  excufed  that  formality:'* 
at  the  fame  time  he  defired  the  minifter  to  difpatch  a  courier  to  his  court  to  inform 
the  emprefs,  **  that  he  was  intirely  difpofed  to  fupport  the  peace  and  good  under- 
•*'  ftanding  which  fubfifted  between  the  two  empires." 

During  the  courfe  of  this  unfortunate  expedition  in  the  north,  affairs;  in  the  fouth 
fcemed  to  prefage  as  little  felicity  to  Persia.  Tag  hi  khan  who  commanded  in 
SHiRASs,  was  fent  by  the  king  into  the  country  of  nimrouz  %  in  quality  of  gene- 
ral and  admiral,  with  orders  to  build  fhips  at  bender  ebou  chehre.  This  khan 
was  no  fooner  arrived  upon  the  coaft ;  than  he  demanded  of  the  french,  the  dutch, 
and  other  EUROPEAN  nations,  (hips  and  (hip-builders:  and  at  length,  either  by 
money  or  forcible  meafures,  he  obtained  a  fleet  of  (hips.     One  great  inftance  of  n  a 

dir's 

»  HoRDA.  ^  Beg.  «  Thcfe  I  prefumc  are  the  caracaita,  who  diftrefTed 

nadir's  army  fo  much.     -  ^  This  number  feems  greatly  to  exceed  what  thefe  people  have  been 

generally  thought  able  to  bring  into  the  field,  tho'  the  feveral  divifions  of  them  may  have  eafily  created 
tniftakes  as  to  their  (Irength.  ®  I  find  mod  of  the  maps  which  have  fallen  under  my  infpeiflion, 

are  very  deficient  with  regard  to  thefe  places.    The  arabs  inhabit  the  north  coaft  of  the  Persian  gulf, 
4Qd  part  of  the  banksof  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  befides  their  proper  country  of  arabia. 

5  G  g  g  2 
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1742.  dir's  cruelty  cxcrcifed  towards  the  people  at  this  time,  was  that  of  obliging  them 
to  cut  timber  in  mazanderan  %  and  tranfport  it  to  bender  aeassi.  In  a  ftrait 
line',  this  is  fix  hundred  and  fixty  miles,  and  if  we  confider  the  circuit  they  muft 
take  to  render  the  road  prafticable,  we  muft  calculate  at  leaft  one  third  more :  fo 
that  it  was  very  plain  from  this  proceeding,  that  he  did  not  fo  much  confider  how 
things  were  to  l)e  done,  as  that  his  commands  fhould  be  executed  at  all  events. 
Great  quantity  of  timber  was  cut  on  this  occafion ;  but  very  little  if  any  of  it  was 
tranfported  farther  than  the  diftrift  of  vsrameh,  where  it  probably  remains  to 
this  day. 

The  ARABIAN  IMAM  Or  chief  of  mescat  being  depofed,  Red  with  his  family 
and  treafures  on  board  his  fhips  then  in  the  pore,  and  failed  to  KHUKF£iciAN% 
where  he  landed.  From  thence  he  proceeded  to  julfar,  where  was  taghi  khan 
with  the  PEKSiAN  forces.  His  intention  was  to  put  himfelf  under  the  proteftion  of 
the  PERSIANS,  on  condition  they  would  affift  him  to  recover  his  dominions  from 
his  rebellious  fubjefts;  but  his  defign  being  difcovered,  feveral  of  his  followers 
abandoned  him,  and  carried  the  veflels  again  to  mescat.  This  incident  was  at- 
tended with  the  junftion  of  the  houles  and  mescats.  The  new  chief  of  the  latter 
being  informed  that  taghi  khan,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  depofed  imam,  in- 
tended to  direft  all  his  force  againft  that  city,  retired  with  his  troops  to  matra,  a 
place  a  league  diftant.  Mescat  being  thus  abandoned,  the  Persians  entered  it 
without  any  precaution  :  and  the  Arabians  taking  advantage  of  the  ialie  fecurity 
of  their  enemies,  furprized  and  put  them  to  the  fword.  The  mescats  were  alio 
vidlorious  at  Tea. 

When  nadir  was  thus  engaged  in  war  by  land  and  fea,  and^at  the  fame  time 
forming  a  great  army  with  defign  to  z€t  againft  the  turks,  Persia  groaned  under 
the  burden  of  infupportable  taxes.  The  treafures  of  india  ferved  only  to  increale 
the  mifery  of  the  pehple,  by  affording  them  a  frequent  and  melancholy  fubjefb  of 
reflexion  on  the  avarice  of  their  king.  Notwithftanding  the  vaft  prqjedb  which 
NADIR  had  formed,  and  the  numerous  forces  he  was  preparing,  in  order  to  carry 
his  defigns  into  execution,  he  had  not  yet  touched  his  Indian  treafures,  fince  they 
were  depofited  at  k^elat.  What  could  be  the  eflPeft  of  fuch  a  conduct  ?  Exorbi- 
tant taxes,  exaded  with  all  the  aggravating  circumftances  which  inhumanity  can 
fuggeft,  drove  thoufands  to  defpair.  Whole  villages  and  towns  retired  into  the 
mountains,  to  avoid  the  barbarous  treatment  (hewn  them  by  the  shah's  colledors. 
Crowds  of  the  people  fled  into  the  northern  parts  of  india,  where  their  king  had 
fo  lately  triumphed  *,  and  great  numbers  put  themfelves  under  the  protection  of  the 
TURKS.  On  the  fouthern  coaft  fome  fled  into  arabia  ;  and  not  a  few  took  every 
opportunity  of  tranfporting  themfelves  by  fea  into  the  moghol's  empire.  In  the 
heart  of  Persia  things  took  the  fame  courfe.  The  Armenians  and  others,  who 
were  equally  diftrefled  by  exactions,  left  their  habitations  under  the  pretence  of 
Commerce  or  religious  pilgrimages;  infomuch  that  the  rahdars  ^  were  ordered  to 

examioe 

*  See  Vol.  I.  page  150.  ^  This  place  is  on  the  foathem  coaft  of  the  peksiar  golf. 

'  Rahdar  is  the  term  given  to  thofe  who  are  fixed  at  certain  pods  in  the  highways,  citEer  to  examine 
pailengers,  or  receive  toIL  According  to  an  antient  eilabUflimenty  they  are  obliged  to  fopport  a  certain 
namber  of  men,  to  patrol  and  keep  the  road  clear;  and  upon  this  accoont  are  entitled  to  a  tax  «pon  all 
carairans  of  merchandize,  as  well  as  paflengera. 
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examine  paflports.  The  freedom  of  egrefs,  which  ufed  to  pre'^ail,  was  much  in-  1742. 
terruptcd,  on  this  occafion,  orders  being  given  to  the  darougas  %  and  alfo  to 
the  RAHDARS  of  great  cities,  not  to  let  any  one  pafs  near  the  frontiers  without  paflT- 
ports.  As  thcfe  were  reipbnfible  if  any  pcrfon  miffed  them,  they  were  very  vigilant 
in  their  duty.  The  Persians  ufually  travel  with  their  women,  and  all  the  furni- 
ture neceffary  to  lite  j  under  thefe  cifcumftances  it  was  very  diiEcult  for  them  to 
efcape,  had  they  been  fure  of  bread  in  foreign  climates. 

This  was  one  great  reafon  why  julea  **  was  not  totally  abandoned  by  the  Arme- 
nians. The  government  of  Isfahan,  which  is  reckoned  twenty -four  leagues  long, 
and  as  many  broad,  comprehends  the  diftrifts  of  tchi,  marbin,  kieraridge, 
KAHAB,  baraan,  perhavar,  elkhan,  and  ROUNDESTER.  Some  of  thefe  were 
formerly  well  peopled ;  but  now  they  exhibited  only  a  dreary  wafte,  mod  of  the 
inhabitants  being  fled  or  difperfed  :  numbers  had  taken  a  precarious  refuge  in  the 
mountains  of  loristanj  their,  lands  were  left  untilled,  and  their  houfes  moul- 
dered into  ruins.  In  (hort,  all  the  diftreffes  of  an  unfuccelsful  war,  or  the  inva- 
fion  of  a  barbarous  enemy,  could  not  plunge  the  people  into  greater  mifery  than  the 
viftories  of  their  tyrannical  king,  who  feemed  more  folicitous  to  humble  his  own 
fubjefts,  than  his  enemies. 

This  conduft  was  not  lefs  owing  to  the  little  love  he  bore  to  the  Persians,  than  - 
to  his  apprehenfions  of  their  feditious  fpirit,  which  he  dreaded  more  than  the  ar- 
mies of  the  INDIANS,  TURKS,  or  TARTAJR.S.  If  he  could  have- cut  the  Persians 
off  at  one  ftroke,  as  caligula  wilhed  in  regard  to  the  Romans,  it  is  not  unrea- 
fonable  to  believe  that  nadir  would  have  rejoiced  to  have  dune  it;  had  it  been 
poflible  to  re  people  the  country  from  any  other  quarter.  Every  circumftance  of 
his  conduft  feemed  to  prove  this  ;  fince  without  altering  his  meafures,  which  gave 
fuch  high  provocation  to  rebellion,  his  chaftifcments  were  fo  extreme,  that  he  was  , 
not  fatisfied  without  killing  or  putting  out  the  eyes  of  all  '  the  people,  who  appeared 
in  arms  againft  him. 

During  the  courle  of  this  year,  the  porte  was  agitated  with  variety  of  fears,  in 
regard  to  the  armies  of  persia.  The  name  of  nadir  had  fpread  fuch  a  terror  on 
the  minds  of  the  turks  fix  years  before,  as  this  period  of  time  had  not  fubdued. 
The  revolt  of  the  Arabians,  who  often  blockaded  bassora,  was  a  further  circum- 
ftance of  alarm,  left  thefe  people  fhould  join  their  enemy,  for  as  fuch  they  confi- 
dered  nadir  shah,  though  he  had  not  yet  declared  himfelf. 

The  conferences  held  at  erzeroum  in  January  produced  no  cflfeft.  Nadir 
had  ordered  his  fon  with  a  body  of  fifty  thoufand  men  to  remain  in  and  about  ha- 
madan,  where  he  caufcd  a  great  quantity  of  artillery  to  be  caft.  The  turks  there- 
fore thought  it  neceflary  to  keep  a  numerous  body  of  troops  in  the  confines  of  bag- 
DAT  :  but  the  hopes  of  accommodation  ftill  continuing,  the  grand  signior  lent 
MURiFF  EFFENDi  into  dagistan,  where  he  defired  an  audience.  Nadir  declined 
entering  into  this  bufinefs,  but  promifed  the  Turkish  minifter  to  give  him  an  an^ 
fwer  on  the  plains  of  mogan.     After  his  expedition  againft  the  lesgees,  he  ex*' 

plained 
*  Lieatenant  of  the  polict.         ^  The  fabarb  of  Isfahan.  *  Vol.  I.  p.  215. 
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J  742.  plained  himfelf  in  fome  meafure,  by  requiring  the  reftitution  of  all  the  provinces  in 
ARMENIA,  ASIA  MINOR,  and  GEORGIA  ;  which  Were  formerly  conquered  by  ta- 
M!  RLANE.  Thc  TURKS  wcrc  fo  alarmed  at  this  declaration,  that  befidps  the  great 
army  which  was  aflcmbled  near  bag  d at,  another  was  ordered  to  meet  on  the  banks 
of  the  EUPHRATES  near  erzeroum. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  nadir  wrote  a  letter  to  the  grand  signior, 
couched  in  general  terms,  in  which  he  cxprefled  an  inclination  to  cultivate  a  good 
underftanding  with  the  porte.  He  alfo  wrote  to  the  basha  of  bagdat,  making 
propofals  of  accommodation  in  terms,  as  if  the  two  powers  had  already  been  en- 
gaged in  a  war.  Thefe  fteps  were  confidered  in  no  other  light,  than  as  a  defign  to 
lull  the  court  into  an  eafy  fccurity ;  and  by  no  means  relieved  the  inquietude  of  thc 
SULTAN  and  his  minifters. 

The  swedes  having  declared  war  the  middle  of  this  year  againft  the  Russians, 
they  made  great  folicitations  at  thc  ottoman  court,  to  engage  the  turks  to  break 
with  their  enemies,  in  order  to  create  a  powerful  diverfion  in  favor  of  sweden* 
The  TURKS,  however,  faw  the  danger  on  thc  fide  of  Persia  too  well,  to  be  drawn 
into  any  fuch  fnare ;  especially  as  they  had  fo  lately  accommodated  their  differences  ; 
nor  did  that  moft  remarkable  revolution  which  happened  in  Russia  at  the  clofe  of 
the  laft  year,  occafion  any  change  in  thc  meafures  of  the  porte. 

What  ferved  to  fupport  the  fpirits  of  the  grand  signior  was  thc  redudion  of 
the  zu  BEIT  and  mudans,  two  tribes  of  Arabians,  who  had  revolted.  Achmed 
basha  finding  that  thefc  people  had  ofFercd  to  put  themfelves  under  the  protedion 
of  NAbiR  SHAH,  fcnt  suLiMAN,  hls  lieutenant",  with  aconfiderable  body  of  forces, 
who  defeated  thofe  ap  abians,  and  returned  home  with  a  rich  booty.  The  turks 
have  often  occafion  to  ufe  fevcrity  on  thefe  people,  who  are  naturally  turbulent  and 
inconftant.  To  keep  them  poor  therefore  has  generally  been  the  beft  expedient  to 
keep  them  humble.  The  luccefles  which  suliman  had  obtained,  were  likely  to 
anlwer  a  double  purpofe,  by  awing  thefe  tribes,  and  by  intimidating  others. 

The  TURKS  were  alfo  relieved  from  their  anxiety,  with  regard  to  the  dcfigns 
which  the  Persians  might  have  formed  againft  bassora.     Nadir  had  caufed  fe- 
veral  magazines  of  provifions  to  be  collcdled  on  the  frontiers  of  that  diftrfft  ;  but 
in  SEPTEMBER  he  ordered  them  to  be  fold.     This  was  a  circumftance  happy  to  this 
city  and  its  neighbourhood  in  two  refpefts.     The  war  with  the  Arabians  had  oc- 
cafioned  a  fcarcity,  while  achmed  basha  not  chufing  to  truft  to  the  profeflions  of 
his  friend  nadir,  hadamaflt-d  great  quantities  of  provifions  in  thofe  parts,  and  fent 
them  to  bagdat.    This  fupply  was  therefore  the  more  welcome  to  bassora,  where 
thc  fwelling  of  the  Euphrates  had  occafioned  an  inundation,  which  produced  an 
epidemical  diforder. 

We  have  lately  feen  an  inftance  of  the  force  of  gain,  with  regard  to  the  Rus- 
sians :  the  love  of  it  often  triumphs  over  every  other  confideration.     The  turks 
.reaped  fome  benefit  from  buying  of  thefe  provifions  •,  but  at  the  fame  time  they  fold 

great 

*   KlAYA   or  ICIHAYA. 
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great  numbers  of  horfes  in  kourdistan,  and  other  places  in  the  ottoman  domi-  ^742. 
nions,  to  the  Persians.  A  courfc  of  uninterrupted  campaigns  had  fo  far  ruined 
the  PERSIAN  cavalry,  that  they  could  not  have  continued  the  war  againft  the  turks, 
without  thefe  fuccours  :  notwithftanding  which  the  avarice  of  the  bash  as  and  go- 
vernors induced  them  to  connive  at  the  practice,  infomuch  that  this  year  above 
fixty  thoufand  horfes,  befides  a  great  number  of  camels  and  mules,  were  fold  by 
the  TURKS  and  Arabians  for  the  ufc  of  nadir's  army. 


C    H    A    P.        III.' 

^ ADiK^s  projeils  to  dijlrefs  the  turks.  Critical  circumflances  of  achmed,  basha 
of  bacdat.  Nadir  leaves  dagistan.  Intrigues  of  the  ottoman  court. 
Nadir  fends  emhaffadors  to  bacdat.  The  grand  signior  declares  war  againji 
the  PERSIANS      NadirV  plan  of  operations  for  the  campaign. 

THE  dread  of  war  ftill  perplexed  the  affairs  of  the  ottoman  court.  That 
very  conformity  of  religion,  which  the:y  had  fo  earneftly  folicited,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood,  now  became  an  objeft  of  their  terror.  The  de- 
cree which  NADIR  had  publilhed  upon  his  acceflTon  to  the  throne,  not  feeming 
to  operate  effcftually  on  the  minds  of  the  Persians,  towards  the  clofe  of  this  year 
hecaufed  it  to  be  proclaimed,  that  as  he  had  acknowledged  the  belief  of  the  sunn  is 
for  the  orthodox  faith,  he  required  all  his  fubjefts  to  follow  his  example. 

Under  the  circumftances  of  fear,  this  declaration  created  a  fufpicion  in  the 
TURKISH  miniftry,  that  it  was  an  artifice  of  nadir  shah,  by  imitating  the  con- 
duft  of  ashreff  %  to  taint  the  minds  of  the  turks  with  religious  prejudices; 
and  the  fame  fuccefs  which  that  prince  had  met,  with  regard  to  his  fecurity 
againft  the  turks,  nadir  might  poflibly  find  in  his  conqueft  of  turkey.^ 

AcHMED,  BASHA  of  BAGDAT,  was  cHtically  fituated  between  the  powerful  and 
ambitious  nadir,  and  the  jealoufy  of  the  Turkish  court:  the  former,  tho*  he 
profcffed  himfelf  a  friend  to  the  basha,  afpired  at  the  conqueft  of  bagdat  ;  whilft 
the  latte/  was  concerned  to  fee  this  government  already  in  fome  degree  difmem*. 
bered  fromr  the  ottoman  empire.  Had  bagdat  been  in  lefs  flcilful  hands,  it 
might  very  probably  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  Persians  -,  and  yet  many  of  the 
TURKS  gave  ACHMED  BASHA  the  odious  appellation  of  nizam  al  muluck,  in  al- 
lufion  to  the  treachery  which  was  imputed  to  that  indian  lord,  as  already  related.  . 

In  whatever  light  the  conduct  of  the  basha  might  appear  to  the  porte,  it  was 
his  parts  and  generofity  which  fupported  him,  and  not  his  treafon.  By  thefe  he 
engaged  the  friendfhip  of  almoft  every  one  who  had  any  connexion  with  him  :  his 
officers  ferved  him  with  the  utmoft  fidelity,  and  confidered  their  own  fortune  as 
infcparable  from  his.     But  this  generofity  had  likewifc  its  mixture  of  evil,  as  by 

this 
>  See  Part  X.  Chap.  VI,  of  this  yolamc. 
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1 742.  this  means  liis  cofFers  were  generally  empty  ;  infomuch,  that  he  was  often  obliged 
to  demand  money  from  the  court.  He  had  now  exadled  fix  hundred  purfes* 
from  the  Arabians,  whom  his  lieutenant,  suliman  basha,  had  lately  defeated. 
The  JEWS  of  B  A  CD  at  were  alfo  obliged  to  fupply  him  with  two  hundred  purfes. 
Their  chief  banker  was  accufed  of  an  illegal  commerce  with  the  daughter  of  a 
TURKISH  EMIR  \  and  would  have  fufFercd  death,  if  they  had  not  paid  this  pecu- 
niary mulft,  together  with  feven  hundred  purfes  which  was  due  to  the  banker  from 
the  BASHA;  but  this  event,  whether  the  jew  was  really  guilty  or  not,  ballanced 
the  account. 

The  good  underftanding  which  was  fuppofed  to  fubfift  between  nadir  shah  and, 
the  governor  of  b agdat,  gave  the  turks  no  fmall  inquietude.  They  were  in  no 
condition. to  compel  him  to  give  up  his  government;  and  out  of  fear  of  driving 
him  to  any  defperate  expedient,  they  diflbmbled  their  apprehenfions,  and  worked 
fecretly  to  accomplifh  their  purpofe.  Among  other  fteps,  the  court  fent  feveral 
bashas  to  bagdat  with  troops,  under  pretence  of  putting  the  city  in  a  ftate  of 
defence  againft  the  armies  of  Persia  ;  but  this  expedient  did  not  take  efFcdL  The 
basha  faw  through  the  difguife  which  the  court  put  on,  and  refufed  to  give  any 
admittance  to  thofe  troops,  rcprefenting  to  the  grand  signxor,  that  his  own  forces 
were  fufficient  to  defend  the  city  and  its  diftrid. 

If  achmed  could  have  been  fuppofed  capable  of  joining  his  forces  to  nadir 
shah,  with  a  view  to  conquer  turkey,  fuch  a  junftion  was  prafticable  ;  but  if  he 
had  no  fuch  defign,  (as  indeed  how  could  a  man  of  his  parts  commit  fo  grofs  an  ab- 
furdity?)  the  conduft  ol  the  ottoman  court  was  very  imprudent  with  regard  to 
her  own  fafcty.  The  circumftanccs  of  the  basha  rendered  it  neceffary,  that  the 
grand  signior  (hould  be  kept  in  fear  of  the  Persians,  as  a  decifivc  blow  on  ei- 
ther fide  might  oblige  him  to  yield  up  his  government  j  and  it  was  plain  enough 
that  NADIR  was  preparing  for  Ibme  important  enterprize. 

Had  the  turks  been  in  circumftances  of  fupporting  a  war  tigainft  Persia,  the 

perplexed  condition  in  which  nadir  found  himfelf  in  dagistan,  rendered  the  oc- 

cafion  favorable  \  however,  it  was  fome  confolacion  to  them,  that  the  rapid  couric 

ot'his  arms  had  met  fuch  a  check,  as  might  afford  them  time  to  coUedl  troops, 

.and  alio  treafure  to  iupport  them. 

In  FEBRUARY  this  ycar,  nadir  abandoned  his  enterprize  on  dagistan  ;  and 
leaving  dbrbend,  he  marched  to  the  plains  of  mogan,  not  without  apprehenfions 
that  the  turks  would  make  fome  irruption  into  his  dominions,  before  he  could  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  ot  his  forces. 

The  grand  signior  had  reafon  to  be  perfuaded  that  he  never  fliould  have  a  fo- 
lid  peace  with  nadir,  till  he  had  an  opportunity  to  humble  him.    The  porte  was 

willing 

*  Six  thoufand  pounds.  ^  We  tttay  obferve  in  how  different  a  light  the  condufl  of  the  turks 

and  PERSIANS  aopears.  Formerly,  the  latcer  were  equally  ftri^l  with  regard  to  their  women,  but  we 
find  under  nadir  s  reign,  all  diflinftlQis  oFmahommedan  and  christian  were  levelled.  See  Vol.  I. 
page  210,  211.    It  is  true  the  jbws  are  held  iq. much  greater  abomination  than  itic  christians. 
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willing  to  think,  that  his  fuccefles  arofe  from  his  intrigues,  and  the  force  of  his  1743- 
bribes,  as  well  as  his  valor  and  military  knowledge.  Upon  this  principle,  they  be- 
gan to  confider  him  as  lefs  dangerous^  in  a  prefumption  that  he  would  have  no 
advantage  over  them  by  treafbnable  praftices.  Their  eyes  being  alfo  more  open 
to  their  intereft,  they  faw  the  fault  which  they  had  committed,  in  lofing  many  fa- 
vorable opportunities ;  and  prepared  in  the  moft  efFedual  manner  to  take  meafures 
to  free  themfelves  from  any  future  alarms. 

The  vizir  ali  basha  employed  all  his  fkill  and  intereft  to  difplace  achmed, 
BASHA  of  BACDAT  ."  he  cven  carried  his  refentment  fofar,  as  to  tamper  with  osm an 
BASH  A,  commander  of  the  citadel  •  of  bagdat  ;  and  to  promife  him  the  govern- 
ment of  the  city  and  province,  if  he  could  by  any  means  remove  achmed.  This 
propofal  not  being  accepted,  the  vizir,  according  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  eaftern 
intrigues,  tried' achmed  ;  and  orders  were  difpatched  to  him  to  fend  the  head  of 
osMAN.  Being  furprized  at  fo  extraordinary  a  commifHon,  in  prejudice  to  a  man 
againll  whom  he  had  no  caufe  of  complaint,  he  acquainted  osman  with  the  affair. 
This  produced  an  explanation  on  both  fides :  the  mutual  confidence  which  tVom 
thence  arofe,  cftablifhed  their  fricndfliip ;  and  they  had  foon  after  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  their  enemy  difpoffeffed  of  his  office.  Achmed  was  at  length  confirmed  in 
•his  governments,  both  of  bagdat  and  bassora;  the  grand  signior's  decree  for 
this  purpofe  arriving  in  april.  The  court  had  wifely  judged  this  to  be  the  befl: 
expedient,  to  remove  the  offence  given  the  basha,  together  with  their  own 
jealoufy. 

It  is  probable  that  nadir  made  fome  attempt  to  corrupt  achmed.  The  vile 
principles  of  other  men,  which  he  had  fo  often  found  fubfervient  to  his  ends,  might 
have  induced  him  to  play  oflF  his  diabolical  engines,  and  try  the  efficacy  of  gold. 
Myrza  zeki,  a  perfon  much  in  the  confidence  of  nadir,  wasfentby  him  to  bag- 
dat, in  the  charadber  of  embaflador  to  the  basha,  who  received  him  with  great 
demonftrations  of  kindnefs,  and  a  profufion  of  magnificence.  The  embaflador  ac- 
quainted the  BASHA,  that  his  mailer  intended  to  make  the  pilgrimage  of  imam 
ALI,  and  other  places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  bagdat,  where  the  Persians  were 
wont  to  pay  their  devotions-,  and  that  he  would  fend  four  khans  with  troops  to 
efcort  him.  The  basha  could  by  no  means  relifh  this  information,  as  it  feemed  to 
conceal  fome  fecret  defign  foreign  to  the  pretence  of  religion ;  however,  in  return 
fbr  the  hpnor  which  had  been  done  him  in  this  embafTy,  he  fent  his  kinfman  ma- 
HOMMED  KiAVA,  as  wcll  to  attend  the  embafTador,  as  to  carry  letters  and  magnifi- 
cent prefents  for  nadir  :  among  the  latter  were  ten  beautiful  horfes  richly  capa- 
rifoned.  This  embafTy  produced  no  other  efFed:,  than  to  confirm  .that  efteem  which 
the  PERSIAN  king  had  always  exprefled  for  the  basha. 

Whilst  thefe  negotiations  were  carried  on,  the  porte  faw  the  ftorm  ready  to 
burft  forth.  The  eleventh  of  june  the  horfes  tails  were  hung  out  of  the  feraglio 
at  CONSTANTINOPLE  as' a  fignal  of  war.  At  the  fame  time  orders  were  given  to 
ftrengthen  the  ottoman  army  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  near  erzeroum. 

The 

*  This  officer  they  call  muhofiz.  They  have  generally  governors  of  dudels  diftinft  from  the  city 
«nd  province. 
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1743.  The  PERSIANS  had  already  commenced  hoftilkies}  and  bassora  and  bagdat 
were  inveftcd  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  the  former  by  a  body  of  thirty  thoufand 
PERSTANS,  who  wcrc  joined  to  fome  tribes  of  Arabians.  They  took  immediately 
the  fort  of  gurdil  an  on  the  fide  of  the  river  oppofite  to  that  city ,  theyalfo  ra- 
vaged feveral  fmall  towns  and  villages,  and  put  many  of  the  inhabitants  to  the 
fword,  taking  their  women  into  flavcry.  The  territories  of  bagdat,  which  were 
hardly  recovered  from  the  calamities  they  had  fuffered  ten  years  before,  were  ali<> 
pillaged  and  laid  wafte. 

The  TURKS  however  colleded  a  great  army  on  the  fide  of  erzbroum,  and  an- 
other at  diarbekir,  and  determined  to  make  head  againft  the  enemy.  The  Per- 
sian troops  which  were  before  bassora  and  bagdat,  were  therefore  ordered  to 
leave  thofe  places  and  join  at  mosul,  and  from  thence  to  advance  to  diarbekir. 
The  plan  for  the  operations  of  the  campaign  being  formed,  nadir  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  great  body  of  forces  marched  to  van,  with  a  defign  to  hem  in  the  turks 
4t  ERZEROUM,  and  force  them  to  a  battle ;  and  then  to  attack  the  ottoman  do- 
minions in  two  different  parts  at  the  fame  time,  and  pu(h  his  conqueft  as  far  as 
the  capital.  He  had  been  fbme  time  making  preparations  to  take  the  field ;  but 
he  did  not  begin  the  campaign  with  fo  much  ardor  as  in  his  former  war  againft  the 
TURKS.  The  repulie  he  had  met  in  dagistan,  had  in  fome  degree  diminiflied  his 
reputation ;  whilft  the  acquifitions  which  his  troops  had  made  in  india,  rendered 
them  to  all  appearance  lefs  defirous  of  war. 

The  love  of  eafe,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of  peace,  will  ever  be  grateful 
.  to  mankind  •,  but  even  fiiccefs  in  war  muft  tire  and  diftrefs.  The  moft  fortunate 
campaigns  have  generally  been  attended  with  great  labor,  and  feldom  without 
the  lofs  of  many  lives  to  the  viftors ;  yet  according  to  the  common  notions  of  man- 
kind, to  wade  through  rivers  of  blood  is  the  glory  of  military  achievements :  fo. 
much  does  a  vicious  fclf-love  counteraik  the  great  deffgns  of  Providence. 


CHAP.        lY. 

The  TURKS  pta  tbemfehes  in  aftate  of  defence.  The  b actiaris  4ffi  b  alouchees  re^ 
voU.  The  TURK5  fend  a  pretender  into  persia,  who  is  joined  ky  a  great  hoJty  of 
LESGEEs  and  Persians  in  shirvan.  They  are  defeated  by  the  PtRSiAH  forces  un-^ 
der  the  command  of  nesr  aIiI  myrza.  Rehellbn  of  taghi  khan  in  shirass. 
fiipprejfed. 

AFTER  a  campaign,  of  near  fourteen  years,  the  ardor  o£  the  Persian  foldiers 
began  to  abate,  whilft  the  turks  recovered  from  their  q^prehendons.    Mosul. 
was  put  in  a  condition  of  defence,  and  the  Persians  endeavoured  in  vain  to  make 
themfelves  maftcrs  of  it:  they  loft  a  grea^ number  of  men  before  the  town,  and. 
were  obliged  to  raife  thefiege.     Ali  basha^  governor  of  diXrbekir,  commanded. 
a  numerous  army,  and  had  taken  all  the  precautions. of  an  experienced  general  to 
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flop  their  progrefs,  had  they  even  fucccedcd  at  mosul  ;  but  that  blow  failings  pru-  1743. 
dence  forbid   their  advancing,    whilft  an  unconquered  country   remained  behind 
them. 

Nadir  found  the  turks  everywhere  prepared  for  his  reception:  a  number  of 
fortified  towns,  defended  by  an  enemy  become  brave  by  their  experience,  fecmed 
refolved  neither  to  be  won  by  his  intrigues,  nor  to  be  fubdued  by  the  terror  of  his 
name.  Superiority  of  numbers,  and  the  mere  dint  of  valor  were  therefore  his  only 
refources ;  and  as  he  was  fenfible  that  his  condudb  had  rendered  the  Persians  every 
where  ripe  for  a  revolt,  the  lofs  of  a  battle  would  probably  have  been  his  ruin.  As 
the  TURKS  kept  only  on  the  defenfivc ;  the  ifliie  of  the  war  could  not  eafily  be  de- 
termined by  any  decifive  blow.  Under  thefe  circumftances  nadir  retired  to  the  ^ 
neighbourhood  of  kerkoud,  where  the  turks  fufFered  him  to  remain  unmoiefted. 

In  the  mean  while  near  two  thoufand  families  of  the  bactiaris,  whom  the  Per- 
sian king  had  tranlported  to  the  province  of  kmorasan,  returned  to  their  own 
country  ;  where  they  retired  into  the  mountains,  refolving  to  (hake  off  the  pbrsian 
yoke.  Nadir  being  apprehenfive  that  others  would  follow  their  example,  fent  a  . 
great  body  of  ousBtcs  to  keep  them  in  awe.  The  balouchees  alfo  refufed  to 
lend  any  further  fupplies  of  men  or  money  ;  and  a  body  of  Persian  troops,  which 
had  marched  againft  them,  was  defeated. 

A  GREAT  part  of  the  frontier  country  to  the  fouth,  and  alfo  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fea-coaft,  finding  nadir's  government  infupportable,  took  up  arms  at  the  fame  time ; 
TAGHi  KHAN,  the  govemor  of  farsistan,  followed  their  example.  This  khan 
wais  alfo  a  beglerbeo,  and  had  been  much  efteemed  by  nadir  :  lie  was  permitted 
to  wear  the  heron's  feather  on  the  left  fide,  and  to  ride  upon  an  elephant  i  which 
was  not  granted  but  to  two  or  three  perfons  in  the  whole  empire.  The  feveral  ex- 
peditions which  this  khan  had  made  againft  the  mascats,  having  been  attended 
with  very  ill  fortune,  his  reputation  with  the  king  was  much  declined.  Khalbelli 
khan,  a  relation  of  the  shah,  and  an  oflicer  under  taohi  khan,  was  become  fo 
great  an  objeft  of  jealoufy  to  nadir,  that  he  gave  orders  to  taghi  khan  to  lend 
him  his  head;  but  the  beglerbeg  made  ufc  of  his  intereft  with  his  matter,  and 
faved  KHAiBELLi.  Soon  after  taghi  khan  himfelf  was  fufpefted  of  treafon  ;  and 
tinder  pretence  of  efteem  and  great  confidence,  nadir  charged  his  relation  to  fend 
the  khan  prifoner  to  the  camp.  The  mutual  regard  which  fubfifted  between  thcfc 
two  lords,  naturally  produced  an  explanation ;  and  they  both  faw  that  their  fccu- 
rity  depended  only  on  their  abilities  to  oj^fe  the  tyrant,  whom  late  difappointmencs 
had  rendered  extremely  cruel. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  they  previoufly  concerted  their  meafures,  and  refolv- 
ed to  rebel.  To  facilitate  this  defign,  it  was  agreed  that  taghi  khan  (hould  fet 
^ut  for  the  camp,  as  if  he  meant  to  give  an  account  of  himfelf  to  the  shah  ;  and 
that  KHALBELLI  (hould  in  a  day  or  two  fend  after  him,  upon  the  pretext  that  a  re^ 
hellion  was  breaking  out,  and  therefore  his  prefence  became  abfoluteljr  necefTary  at 
shirass.  Accordingly  the  beglerbeg  returned,  and  under  pretence  that  the 
neighbouring  people  had .  taken  up  arm.s  againft  the  king,  he  colledled  a  body  of 

H  h  h  2  troops 
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sj^Ao,  trcx)ps  to  the  number  of  fevcn  thoufand,  and  fcized  all  the  naval  force  on  the  Per- 
sian giilf. 

Whilst  tbefe  ftorms  were  gathering  in  the  fouth,  the  Turks  thought  the  occa- 
fion  very  favorable  to  foment  a  rebellion  in  the  north.  The  moft  proper  inftru- 
ments  for  their  purpofe  were  the  lescees.  The  refcntment  of  thefe  people  for  the 
attempts  againft  fhem  the  preceding  year,  made  them  wi(h  for  fome  good  oppor- 
tunity of  diftrcfling  the  Persians.  The  Turkish  miniftry  were  fenfible  that  na- 
dir's government  was  already  become  odious;  and  that  poffibly  any  pretender 
they  might  fet  up  under  the  notion  of  being  of  the  royal  blood  of  the  seffie  fa- 
mily, might  make  a  diverfion  in  their  favor.  For  this  purpofe  therefore  they  en- 
gaged a  certain  Persian  named  saun  %  who  pretended  to  be  the  younger  fon  of 
shah  HUSSEIN.  The  TURKS  alfo  inOnuated  that  seffie  myrza,  the  elder  fon^ 
was  yet  alive  under  their  protedion.  Saun  had  made  his  appearance  in  persia  fome 
years  before,  in  the  habit  of  a  derveish,  privately  infinuating  that  he  afieded  that 
garb  to  conceal  his  birth  :  he  was  then  taken  by  ibbahim  khan,  nadir's  brother, 
who,  in  contempt,  cut  off  the  tip  of  his  nofe,  and  fet  him  at  liberty.  This  man  was 
from  that  time  called  binnie  buride,  or  fnip-nofe. 

The  inhabitants  of  shamakie  now  received  the  pretender  with  great  demonftra- 
tions  of  refpeft,  and  he  foon  collefted  an  army  to  the  number  of  fixteen  thoufand 
men,  of  which  the  greateft  part  were  lesgees.  Thefe  brave  mountaineers  had 
made  incurfions  in  the  neighbourhood  of  derbend  from  the  time  of  nadir's  leav- 
ins;  that  city ;  and  kept  the  garrifon  in  perpetual  alarms.  Taking  the  advantage 
or  the  night,  they  laid  a  quantity  of  gunpowder  in  the  broken  parts  of  the  walls, 
and  fetting  fire  to  it,  did  great  mifchief,  tho*  they  could  not  accompliih  the  taking 
of  the  place :  this  artifice  was  repeated  fcveral  times.  They  often  came  in  large 
bodies,  in  the  night,  and  letting  fly  clouds  of  arrows  at  the  troops  who  guarded  the 
walls,  immediately  changed  their  fituation;  fo  that  the  Persians  were  at  a  lo(s 
how  to  aim  their  artillery.  All  the  arts  of  perfuafion,  as  well  as  violence  had  been 
ufed  to  bring  thefe  tartars  to  a  fubmiffion.  The  garrifon  made  repeated  fallies, 
and  had  frequent  ikirmilhes  with  them-,  both  fides exercifing cruelties  unwarrantable 
by  the  law  of  arms  ^.  Thofe  who  furrendered  themfelves  without  fighting,  and 
promifed  under  an  oath  not  to  bear  arms  againft  the  shah,  were  difmifled  by  the 
PERSIANS.  .  A  decree  was  alfo  fent  amongft  the  lesgees,  that  whoever  would  trade 
with  PERSIA,  fiiould  be  free  of  all  duties,  and  that  paflports  (hould  be  granted  for 
the  fafety  of  their  perfons  ^  but  this  had  little  or  no  effeA. 

The  continuation  of  thefe  hoftilities  kept  derbend  almoft  in  as  great  diftrefs  as 
when  nadir  left  it.  All  the  males  who  were  above  fixteen,  were  oblig^  to  bear 
arms ;  and  the  young  women  above  fourteen,  were  given  as  wives  to  the  new  re- 
cruits, by  an  arbitrary  aft  of  the  governor ;  whiift  the  fcarcity  was  fo  great,  that 
numbers  died  for  want. 

The 

*  This  word  is  alfo  pronounced  s  a  am.  ^  Tt  was  not  uncommon  for  the  peksians  to  cut  off 

the  Ws  of  the  LE8CBE9,  or  to  cut  out  their  eyes,  with  this  cmel  taunts  that  they  might  then  make  the 
h^  ot  their  way  home. 
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,  The  beginning  of  this  year  the  pretender  saun  marched  into  shirvan,  at  the  *744* 
head  of  an  army  moftly  compofed  of  lesoees.  They  were  pillaging  at  large,  when 
a  body  of  two  thoufand  Persians  in  nadir's  intereft,  endeavoured  to'  ftop  their 
progrefs,  but  were  entirely  routed.  The  whole  province  being  thus  threatened  with 
defolation,  nadir  fent  his  fon  nesr  ali  myrza  at  the  head  of  twenty-fivis  thou- 
fand men.  The  lesoees,  in  conjunftion  with  great  numbers  of  the  people  of  the 
province,  made  an  obftinate  rcfittance  ;v  but  after  much  bloodlhed  they  were  de- 
feated near  the  conflux  of  the  kur  a  and  ARAS.  It  was  here  nadir  was  chofen 
king  i  and  on  the  fame  fpot,  where  the  people  had  given  fuch  proof  of  their  weak- 
nefs  and  corruption,  was  now  credted  a  monument  of  their  mifery  and  diftrefs. 
Nadir  caufed  a  pyramid  of  human  heads  *  to  be  built  in  token  of  his^  viftory,  aad 
'  10  deter  the  few  remaining  inhabitants  from  any  future  rebellion. 

Saun  fled  with  feventy  men  only,  but  was  foon  taken.     The  shah  ordered  his 
foa  to  cut  out  one  of  the  eyj^^  of  this  rebel,  and  that  he  Ihould  be  then  fent  to  the 
OTTOMAN   court,  with  this  meflage:  "  That  nadir  difdained  to  take  the  life  of 
**  fo  defpicable  a  wretch,  though  the  grand  signior  had  efpoufed  his  caufe,  as  a. 
"  defcendant  of  the  family  of  the  SEFFIES.^**• 

The  confequence  of  this  rebellion  was  the  ruin  of  almoft  the  whole  province  of 
SHiRVAN.  In  the  mean  while,  the  revolt  of  tag  hi  khan  became  a  very  ferious 
affair;  he  was  one  of  thelafl  of  the  ancient  Persian  nobility,  and  tho*  he  had 
been  unfortunate  in  his  naval  war  againft  the  ar  abs,  he  had  the  reputation  of  an  able 
ftatefman  and  a  gallant  officer;  quafiries  which  rendered 'him  fo  much  the  greater 
objeft  of  jealoufy.  Nadir  detached  a  body  of  eighteen  thoufand*  men  to  shi- 
RASS,  under  fome  of  his  mod  experienced  generals.  This  was  a  force  fo  much  fU- 
perior  to  that  of  t aghi  khan,  that  being  in  no  capacity  to  meet  them  in  the  fields, 
he  fhut  hlmfclf  up  in  the  city. 

We  have  already  feen,  to  what  deplorable  circumftances  the  city  of  shir  ass,  the 
capital  of  farsistan,  was  reduced  in  1724,  and  again  in  1729  :  it  was  now  once 
more  doomed  to  be  a  fcene  of  diftrefs  and  flaughter.    Taghi  khan  defended  the  city 
for  fome  weeks,  but  at  length  it  was  taken  by  ftorm  :  the  inhabitants  were  puni(hed 
with  the  utmoft  feverity  ;  and  a  great  part  of  their  eflfefts  were  pillaged,  under  the 
pretence  of  fequeftration,  for  the  ufe  of  the  king.     Moft  of  thofe  who  had  been  in  . 
arms  were  put  to  the  fword,  or  deprived  of  light.     Taghi  khan,  attended  by  a. 
party  of  his  friends,  fled  in  the  difguife  of  fhepherds,  but  were  foon  difcovered  by 
the  treachery  of  their  own  fervants.     He  was  brought  to  Isfahan  with  his  favorite  - 
wife,  and  about  forty  of  his  neareft  relations  and  dependents. 

This  lady  was  violated  t)eforc  her  hufband's  face  by  a  common  (bldier-,  which 
was  the  higheft  indignity  that  could  be  offered  to  this  nableman,  and  contrary  tp 
vadir^s  ufual  regard  to  women.     His  relations  and  friends  were  put  to  death ;  and. 

hi  m  (elf,- 

•  Sec  Vol.  I.  page  269.  *  It  was  rexnark«bli^,that  sa vk  was  thus  fufffcred  to  efcape  for  the  . 

fecond  time.     He  was  a  rank  prcdellinarian,  and  concluded  that  he  was  yet  reXerved  for  fome  extraoii. 
dinary  event.  «  The  twenty-five  thoufand  men,  mentioned  in  Vol.  I.  page  15.  part  of  them  1; 

imagine  were  &Dt  againft  the  other  rebels  in  that  neighbovrhood. 
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1744.  himfelf,  after  being  deprived  of  one  of  his  eyes,  was  caftrated.  Stridt  orders  were 
given,  that  all  poffible  care  fhould  be  taken,  that  the  operation  fhould  not  affed 
his  life.  If  was  faid,  that  nadir  had  made  an  oath  •  never  to  pbt  tag  hi  khan  to 
death  5  and  was  therefore  wanton  in  his  cruelty,  without  touching  the  life  of  this 
lord.  It  is  probable,  that  the  shah  thought  him  an  honeft  man,  and  a  more  able 
general,  than  many  belonging  to  his  army  -,  and  as  he  had  given  him  his  life,  ex- 
pefted  ffiom  him  the  greater  marks  of  fidelity.  Upon  what  other  principle  can 
we  reconcile  nadir*s  condud-,  who,  after  thus  gratifying  his  refentment,  gave 
this  KHAN  the  government  of  c  A BUL?  What  particular  circumftaoces  might  in- 
duce him  to  take  fo  extraordinary  a  refolution,  my  authorities  do  not  mention  :  it 
fccms  to  be  an  effeft  of  that  caprice  and  whim,  which  we  find  upon  many  occafions, 
as  if  he  affcded  to  eftablilh  a  rule  of  condud,  contrary  to  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples which  common  experience  has  taught  mankind  \ 


C    H   A   R      V. 

Rebellion  ^/ astrabad.  English  merchants  plundered.  Nadir  returns  from  tur- 
key into  PERSIA.  Report  concerning  bis  abdication.  Diftrefs  c/  Persia.  The 
TURKS  make  great  preparations  for  war.  Nadir  marches  into  the  Turkish 
dominions.     Battle  fought  near  erivan.     The  turks  defeated. 

THE  flames  of  civil  war  now  fpread  themfelves  like  a  torrent.  In  January 
this  year,  the  kha jars  of  astrabad  alfo  threw  oflT  the  yoke,  and  chofc 
MAHOMMED  HASSAN  ^'as  their  leader.  After  joining  a  body  of  turkuman  tar- 
tars their  neighbours,  they  took  the  capital  of  the  province,  feized  the  shah*s 
treafure,  and  plundered  a  valuable  caravan  belonging  to  the  British  russia  com- 
pany, who  were  at  this  time  attempting  to  open  a  new  trade  over  the  Caspian  fea 
to  MESCHED,  now  confidercd  as  the  capital  of  the  empire. 

There  cannot  be  a  greater  demonftration  of  the  fatal  eflTefts  of  a  tyrannical  go- 
vernment, than  the  extreme  rafhnefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province.  Mahom- 
med  HASSAN  had  held  a  correfpondence  with  saun,  and  acknowledged  him  as  fo- 
vereign.  He  propofed,  that  whilft  saun  was  conquering  on  the  weftern  coaft,  he 
would  reduce  the  fouthern  parts  bordering  on  the  Caspian  fea.  It  was  with  diffi- 
culty he  railed  a  little  army  of  three  thoufand  men ;  and  saun,  tKo*  he  headed  fix- 
teen 

*  It  Teems  as  if  oaths  were  deemed  very  facred  things  among  the  mahommedans,  and  that  the  vileft 
of  men  were  not  vile  enough  to  difregard  their  engagements,  to  which  they  call  the  Almighty  to  witnefs. 
^  Mr.  OTTER  mentions,  that  tachi  khan  no  fooner  arrived  at  cabvl,  than'he  rebelled  ;  but  i  never 
heard  that  cabul  did  rebel  till  after  the  death  of  nadir  shah,  or  juft  before,  when  thamaras 
KHAN  commanded  the  Persian  forces  on  the  Indian  fide.  It  is  true,  that  many  events  have  hap- 
rcncd,  which  for  want  of  correfpondence,  and  from  the  wild  diforders  of  a  country  rent  with  civil  wars, 
nave  never  reached  Europe.  1  have  already  obferved,  that  for  my  own^part  I  adopt  only  what  !  have 
particular  fcafon  to  believe  is  true,  and  thofe  events  which  appear  but  imperfectly  rdatea,  with  regard 
to  circumlVances,  the  reader  will  afcribe  to  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  handed  to  us.  ^  The 
fon  of  FATEY  ALi  KHAN,  mentioned  in  pagS  266, 
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teen  choufand,  was  not  able  to  fupport  himielf  againft  the  numerous  forces  of  na-  1744. 
DiR  ;  yet  the  temptation  of  plundering  the  treafure  and  caravan,  drew  the  infatua- 
ted followers  of  h  ass  an  into  deftrudion.  The  minute  circumftances  of  this  rebel- 
lion arc  related  in  my  firft  volume  *.  I  have  therefore  only  to  add,  that  this  army 
of  KHAjARS  and  turkumans  were  in  the  following  month  defeated  by  fifteen  hun- 
dred of  the  shah's  troops  from  khorasan  -,  and  by  their  lofs  in  battle,  executi- 
ons, and  fcqueftrations,  the  whole  province  was  ruined.  From  this  time  nadir- 
took  the  refolution  of  fending  a  body  of  forces,  and  to  build  a  fort  on  the  eaftern 
coaft  of  the  Caspian,  with  a  view  to  awe  the  turkumans  ;  but  the  want  of  water 
in  their  defert  prevented  the  execution  s 

Whether  reafons  of  policy,  or  any  other  motive  prevailed,  nadir  certainly  gave 
frequent  proof  of  his  regard  to  equity  ;  and  there  is  a  juftice  due  to  the  word  of 
men.  That  which  was  Ihewn  on  this  occafion  to  the  British  merchants,  ought 
to  be  remembered ;  for  he  caufed  the  whole  amount  of  their  lofs  to  be  paid  to  their 
faAors. 

The  fortune  of  this  eaftern  fpoiler  feemed  now  to  decline  very  faft :  and  the  ge- 
neral defe&ion  of  the  Persians  rendered  the  profpeft  of  his  future  reign  very, 
gloomy.  The  flames  of  rebellion,  which  thus  broke  out  in  fo  many  different  quar- 
ters, reduced  him  for  the  prefent  to  the  neceflity  of  abandoning  his  defigns  againfl: 
the  TURKS  ;  and  in  the  month  of  march  this  year  %  he  returned  into  the  plains  of 

HAMADAN. 

It  is  not  faid  whether  nadir  had  any  children  by  the  aunt  of  shah  t^ehmas  ;, 
but  his  unfortunate  fon  riza  kouli  my.rza,  to  whom  a  lifter  of  that  prince  had 
been  given  in  marriage,  had  a  fon  by  her,  whofe  name  was  shahrokh,  now  about 
ten  years  of  age.  It  was  fuggefted  that  nadir  defigned  to  abdicate  the  regal 
power  in  favor  of  shahrokh,  as  being  lineally  decended  on  the  mother's  fide  from 
the  SEPFiE  family,  and  that  himfclf  would  retire  to  k^elat  to  end  his  days  in  re- 
pofe.  This  opinion  feemed  to  arife  rather  from  the  confufcd  ftate  of  affairs,  than 4 
from  the  probability  that  nadir  really  meant  to  abdicate  the  crown,  or  that  he 
could  confiftently  with  his  own  fafcty  give  up  the  command  of  his  army.  Nor 
was  it  probable  that  shahrokh,  who  was  born  in  fuch  diftraAed  time^,  whofe  fa- 
ther had  been  deprived  of  fight  for  rebellion  againft  his  own  parent,  and  whofo 
mother  had  poiioned  herfelf,  to  avoid  the  cruel  death  of  feveraJ  of  her  relations, 
who  were  ripped  up  ;  it  is  not,  I  fay,  probabla,  that  fuch  a  perfon,  however  enti- 
tled by  birth,  ihould  ever  arrive  at  a  quiet  pofiieilion  of  the  regal  dignity. 

Under  fuch  diftraftion  of  the  ftate,  and  the  jcaloufy  of  the  ufurper,  to  name  a. 
fucceffor  would  have  been  to  dethrone  himfelf  in  his  own  apprehenfion.  Every. 
thoughtful  man  forefaw  ^  what  confufion  muft  neccffarily  follow  the  death  of  nadir,  . 
although  this. event. wa5  fo  much  defired  by  the  people.     It  was  jnoft  natural  to* 

imagine, . 

*  Chapters  XXX.  XLII.  XLVI.        ^  Sec  Vol.  I.  page  220-         ^  Sde  Vol.  I.  page  164,  165,  166. 
^  I  have  often  difcoarfed  on  the  fubjcft  with  the  frbnch  jefuits  in  ohilan,  who  foretold  a  great* 
part  of  the  calamities,  which  have  ilnce  happeaed,  as  a  natoral  confequ^ince  of  that  defperace  fLatc:  to  * 
which  PERSJA  was  reduced. 
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174+.  imagine,  that  as  nadir  had  put  out  the  eyes  of  his  eldeft  fon  riza  kouli  myrz.a, 
the  fccond  fon  nezr  ali  myrza,  fhould  be  confidcred  as  the  prefirmptive  heir  of 
the  PERSIAN  diadem.  This  prince  however  gave  no  marks  of  a  fpirit  equal  to  fo 
dan<^rous  a  charge.  Ali  kouli  khan,  the  fon  of  ibrahim  khan  s  was  there- 
fore confidcred  as  the  perfon  moft  probable  to  fucceed.  This  opinion  was  favored 
by  his  being  made  governor  of  khorasan,  ancf  by  a  certain  popularity  of  con- 
duft,  not  fuch  as  gave  umbrage  at  this  time,  but  tending  to  make  impreffions 
of  his  gencrofity, 

I  HAVE  related  in  what  mifery  ^  Persia  was  involved  by  nadir's  avarice,  joined 
to  a  reftlefs  fpirit  of  conqueft,  and  a  fear  of  difbanding  his  army.  In  the  moft  ci- 
vilized countries  we  often  find,  that  after  a  long  feries  of  war  peace  h  attended 
with  many  evil  efteAs,  efpecially  from  the  lawlcfe  condudt  of  thofe  who  want  ikili, 
iftduftry,  or  honefty  to  get  their  bread.  But  in  a  country  fo  loft  to  a  fcnfe  of  moral 
duties,  and  fo  impatient  under  the  yoke  of  an  ufurper,  nadir's  (bldiers  would  have 
been  the  firft  to  rebel,  as  fooh  as  they  fhould  be  difcharged.  They  already  curfed 
him,  not  m  their  hearts  only,  but  with  their  tongues  ;'declaring»  that  he  had  no 
fenfe  of  humanity,  and  therefore  his  talents  as  a  foldier  could  never  render  him 
worthy  to  reign  over  them  :  befidcs,  the  native  Persians  in  his  army  were  much 
inferior  to  the  number  of  the  tartars,  and  confcqueptly  the  former  confidered 
themfelves  as  acting  under  the  influence  of  men  whom  they  defpifed.  The  people 
in  general,  grown  defperatc  by  feeing  their  fubftance  torn  from  them,  were  kept 
from  rebellion  no  longer  than  they  were  awed  by  a  military  force.  Yet  they  were 
reduced  to  fo  hard  a  dilemma,  as  to  tremble  at  the  profpeft  of  a  change. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  Persia  in  the  middle  of  this  year,  when  nothing  could 
give  a  ftronger  proof  how  much  mankind  are  fcourges  to  themfelves  in  confequcnce 
of  their  own  villainy,  than  that  a  people  who  had  been  regardlefs  of  their  lawful 
king,  now  groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  an  ufurper  who  trod  on  their  necks 
with  fuch  boundlefs  cruelty.  Nor  was  it  lefs  amazing  how  a  country  almoft  dc- 
ferted,  could  find  provifions  to  fupply  an  army. 

It  is  eafy  to  imagine  the  fatisfaftion  which  the  portb  received  at  the  rebellions 
in  PERSIA,  which  made  a  difcovery  of  the  real  weaknefs  of  their  enemy.  But  they 
were  ftill  alarmed  on  account  of  achmed  basha  :  the  reluftance  he  had  (hewn  to 
aft  againft  the  Persians,  by  which  he  defigned  to  maintain  himfelf  the  better  in 
his  government,  was  conftrued  by  his  enemies  at  court  as  a  defertion  of  his  matter's 
caute  ;  and  conlequently  that  the  leaft  he  could  mean,  was  to  ereft  an  independent 
fovereignty. 

The  TURKS,  harrafled  with  war  for  fo  many  years,  grew  clamorous,  and  a  change 
in  the  miniftry  was  threatened.  Their  fears  perpetually  reprefented  nadir  shah  as 
deftroying  their  armies,  and  laying  wafte  their  country,  without  a  profpeft  of  peace. 

The 

■  Ibrahim  kh  a v,  nadir^s  eldefl  brother,  the  fame  perfon  who  was  killed  by  the  lbsgees.  Tt  was 
faid  tha*  nadir  did  declare  ali  kouli  khan  his  facceflbr;  but  the  authority  is  the  more  to  be  doubted, 
as  the  thing  appears  inconfiftent,  whilft  mbsr  41*1  myrza  had  fo  great  a  ihare  in  ttie  command  of  the 
army.  ^  Vol.  I,  page  156. 
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The  court  endeavoured  by  all  poflible  means  to  foothe  the  people :  it  was  even  de-  1744. 
clared  that  a  peace  was  concluded  with  persia,  by  the  intcipofition  of  achmed 
BASHA.  The  defign  of  this  was  to  remove  the  fufpicions  which  were  entertained 
of  ACHMED  BASHA,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  give  the  people  hopesof  repofe.  The 
court  however  had  experienced  fuch  caprice,  inconftancy,  and  want  of  faith  ia 
NADIR,  that  they  could  make  no  dependance  on  any  treaty  with  him,  but  fuch  as 
was  made  fword-in  hand.  Many  projefts  were  formed  to  bring  vaft  armies  into 
the  field  :  it  was  even  propofed  to  embark  fome  bodies  of  the  crim  tartars  on 
the  BLACK  sea,  and  land  them  at  trebisonde  ;  and  to  bring  troops  from  egypt, 
and  land  them  at  alexandretta,  to  endeavour  by  this  means  to  cover  their  do- 
minions in  the  ancient  Mesopotamia.  In  (hort,  all  poflible  expedients  were  tried 
to  fet  bounds  to  fo  dangerous  a  neighbour,  whofe  fortune  had  prevailed  over  the 
numerous  rebellions  raifed  againft  him. 

In  JULY,  nadir  marched  back  again  into  the  Turkish  dominions,  feemingljr 
with  a  view  to  fupport  his  troops  in  the  enemy's  country,  which  he  could  no  longer 
do  in  his  own.  AU  the  frontier  of  the  Turkish  dominions  had  been  fo  long  a  prey 
to  great  armies,  that  they  were  become  wafte.  In  the  mean  while,  the  taxes  drawn 
from  his  people  being  infuBkicnt  for  the  current  fervicc,  he  was  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  his  Indian  treafure,  but  in  fuch  fmall  proportions,  as  afforded  very  little 
relief  to  the  people. 

Nadir  remained  fome  time  between  casbin  and  hamadan,  with  an  army  of 
thirty  thoufand  men ;  with  thefe  he  awed  his  fubjedls,  particularly  the  inhabitants 
of  the  coaft  of  the  Caspian,  who  were  in  general  ripe  for  a  revolt.  In  this  fituation 
he  could  alfo  fupport  a  correfpondence  with  his  armies  on  the  fide  of  india,  and 
\irith  that  body  of  forces  which  he  had  left  near  kerkoud.  In  the  mean  time  he 
expeded  to  be  joined  by  his  forces  which  had  been  fent  to  the  fouth  againft  shi^ 
RASs»  and  the  neighbouring  country. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  this  year,  an  adion  happened  between  the  Persians  and 
TAJIKS,  near  cars  j  but  as  it  was  by  no  means  decifive,  it  ferved  for  little  more  than 
tffTupport  the  fpirit  of  animofity,  and  prevent  that  peace  which  the  Turkish  mi- 
niftry  ib  anxioufly  fought :  at  leaft  we  do  not  find  that  the  Persians  were  driven 
out  of  the  TURKISH  dominions,  nor  that  cars  was  taken,  agreeable  to  the  common 
reports  of  that  time.  On  the  contrary,  the  turks  maintained  their  ground  with 
fuch  refolution,  as  rendered  all  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  abortive. 

The  PERSIAN  army  pafled  the  winter  near  their  own  frontiers.  The  shah  leemed 
to  think  it  neceflary  to  keep  himfelf  in  readinefs  againft  the  inteftine  commotions 
of  his  own  country,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Turks,  who 
were  refolved  to  make  their  greateft  efforts  the  next  campaign. 

Near  the  end  of  this  year,  achmed  khan,  a  Persian  general,  fled  to  Con- 
stantinople from  the  tyranny  of  the  shah.  The  turks  received  him  with  diffi- 
dence, left  his  pretended  flight  fliould  be  one  of  thofe  ftratagems  which  their  artful 
enemy  nadir  had  fo  often  played  againft  them.     The  khan  however  gave  them 
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1 744.  fuch  convincing  proofs  of  the  real  caule  of  his  abandoning  his  late  mailer,  that  he 
was  received  into  the  confidence  of  the  Turkish  minifters.  He  flattered  them  into  a 
belief,  that  if  they  would  exert  themfelves,  and  fend  a  large  army  into  the  field, 
the  PERSIANS,  being  once  intimidated,  would  defert  in  whole  fquadrons.  This  opi- 
nion was  founded  on  his  knowledge  of  the  great  difaffedion  of  many  of  the  officers 
and  foldiers  in  the  Persian  army. 

The  lesgees,  remembering  their  defeat  in  shirvan,  the  beginningof  laft  year, 
were  anxious  to  ice  their  haughty  enemy  humbled  to  the  duft.  For  this  purpofe 
they  lent  two  embafladors  to  Constantinople,  ofiering  to  aflift  the  Turks  with  a- 
body  of  men,  in  confideration  of  a  certain  fum  of  money.  They  reprefcnted  at  the 
fame  time,  how  bravely  they  had  defended  their  liberty  againft  the  ufurper  nadir, 
and  that  they  ftill  perfifted  in  their  refolution  of  defending  themfelves.  It  had  not 
been  the  cuftom  of  the  lesgees  for  fome  ages  to  leave  their  mountains,  to  engage 
in  the  fervice  of  any  foreign  prince,  nor  have  they  often  marched  farther  than 
SHiRVAN  and  Georgia  to  fight  their  own  battles;  but  their  preient  circumftances 
induced  them  to  make  this  offer,  to  engage  in  the  Turkish .lervice,  as  the  swiss 
do  in  that  of  francs.  The  ports  received  thefe  embafladors  with  great  marks  of 
diftindtion,  and  gave  them  very  fair  promifes ;  but  we  do  not  find  that  they  were 
fo  fatisfaftory^  to  the  crafty  lesgees,  as  to  engage  them  to  fend  any  fuccors  to  join 
the  OTTOMAN  army  :  indeed  it  was  not  without  the  utmoft  difficulty  the  grakd 
siGNioR  could  raife  money  to  pay  his  national  troops. 

1^45.  This  year  began  with  preparations  for  the  moft  powerful  army  which  had  yet 
appeared  in  the  field  againft  the  Persians,  towards  which  servia,  Bosnia,  and 
ROMANIA,  all  contributed  their  quotas.  This  numerous  army  was  to  be  aflembied 
at  CARS,  in  order  to  open  the  campaign  by  the  firft  of  april.  The  tuaks  feemed 
thus  determined  to  make  the  moft  vigorous  efibrts,  and  free  themfelves  from  the 
dread  of  their  enemy ;  which  could  not  be  done  by  keeping  within  their  walls. 
This  tafk  was  the  more  difficult,  as  a  continued  feries  of  ill  fortune  had  intimidated 
the  ottoman  Asiatic  forces;  neither  were  the  European  troops  in  the  leaft  dif- 
pofed  to  pais  over  into  asia,  as  it  had  generally  proved  their  grave. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  fuppreffion  of  the  rebellions  of  shirvan,  shirass,  and 
ASTRABAD,  had  in  fome  mcafurc  humbled  the  Persians:  though,  groaning  under 
a  tyrannical  government,  they  were  in  no  condition  to  with-hold  their  obedience. 
Nadir  being  fatisBed  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  his  own  people  for  the 
prefent,  left  his  fon  nesr  ali  myrza  with  a  body  of  thirty  thoufand  men  on  the 
frontiers  of  Persia,  and  marched  his  army  the  beginning  of  this  year  intocEORoiA, 
where  he  found  it  moft  eafy  to  fupport  them,  without  any  danger  of  moleftation. 
This  ftep  gave  the  turks  fome  fatisfaftion,  as  it  enabled  them  to  form  their  army  j 
and  afforded  a  temporary  relief  to  thofe  towns,  againft  which  they  apprehended 
the  PERSIAN  king  would  turn  his  arms. 

If  the  turks  were  ambitious  of  ftriking  a  decifive  blow,  nadir  alfo  behaved  as 
if  he  meant  to  bring  the  war  to  an  iffue  at  one  battle ;  for  he  took  no  mcafures  to 
obftru<5k  the  junction  of  the  ottoman  forces.     About  the  middle  of  may  he  fent 

orders 
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oMers  to  his  fon  to  advance  towards  erivan,  and  near  the  end  of  jutv  both  the  i745* 
PiRSiAN  armies  arrived  in'  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city. 

Two  years  thus  pafled  in  rumors  of  war,  and  perpetual  apprehcnfions  of  bat- 
tles, without  any  blow  being  ftruck  worthy  of  hiftoricai  record  :  at  length  the  fatal 
day  arrived.  The  turks  having  had  fo  long  a  time  tocompleat  their  army,  their 
forces  were  more  numerous  than  in  any  of  the  former  campaigns  againft  the  Per- 
sians: the  SERASKiER,  MAHOMMED  BASHA,  was  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  thou- 
fand  nien.  As  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  motions  of  the  Persians,  he  left  erzeroum, 
and  advanced  to  cars,  where  he  joined  abdallah  kouproli  :  the  army  under 
this  basha  confided  of  thirty  thoufand  men.  The  jundkion  of  thefe  forces,  fup- 
ported  by  a  numerous  train  of  artillery,  flattered  the  titrks  into  a  belief,  that  it 
was  now  their  turn  to  triumph  over  an  enemy  who  had  been  fo  long  an  objedl  of 
their  terror.  Mahommed  basha  direded  his  courfe  towards  erivan,  and  during 
his  march,  he  drove  feveral  parties,  confiding  of  four  or  five  thoufand  Persians, 
from  their  entrenchments  and  advanced  pofts. 

Nadir  sbah  was  encamped  with  fifty  thoufand  men  about  ten  leagues  frooi 
XRiVAN',  and  his  fon,  nesr  ali  myrza,  with  thirty  thoufand,  was  advanced  near 
the  fame  diftancc.  The  vanguard  of  the  latter  being  met  by  the  turks,  a  (kirmilh 
enfued,  and  the  Persians  immediately  retreated  to  join  the  main  army  commanded 
by  the  shah  himfelf.  Upon  this,  nadir  began  to  move,  and  fent  a  body  of  his 
forces  to  attack  the  turks  in  the  rear,  which  was  executed  according  to  his  inten- 
tion. Being  arrived  within  two  leagues  of  the  enemy's  camp,  he  pitched  his  tents  on 
a  rifing  ground,  neareft  that  body  of  the  turks  commanded  by  abdallah  basha. 
The  main  body  of  the  ottoman  army  was  encamped  advantageoufly,  and  de- 
fended by  entrenchments,  and  a  numerous  artillery. 

Mahoaimed  basha  had  made  fbme  marches  to  meet  the  king  of  persia,  with 
defign  to  give  him  battle.  The  third  of  august  he  detached  a  large  body  of  ca- 
valry, fupported  by  a  train  of  artillery ;  thefe  troops  being  formed  into  order  of  bat- 
tle, advanced  upon  the  Persians,  whilft  the  basha  kept  his  whole  army  in  readi- 
nefs  to  fuccour  them.  Nadir  gave  orders  for  a  detachment  of  his  troops,  inferior 
in  number  to  that  of  the  turks,  to  meet  them ;  and  after  the  firft  difcharge  of 
their  mufquctry,  to  atuck  them  with  their  fabres.  The  battle  lafted  from  morn- 
ing till  noon  with  equal  fortune,  when  the  shah  advanced  in  perfon  at  the  head  of 
a  ftrong  reinforcement,  and  brought  on  a  general  engagement  The  turks  dis- 
puted the  viftory  with  great  obftinacy,  but  in  the  evening  they  retired  to  their 
camp  in  confufion.  They  loft  above  twenty  thoufand  men,  great  part  of  them  in- 
fantry, who  were  killed  in  the  field  of  battle,  befides  a  confiderable  number  of  prL- 
ibners.  The  Persians  jpurfued  them  as  far  as  their  trenches»  and  then  returned  to 
their  own  camp  a  little  after  fun-iet. 

A  loss  of  fuch  importance  could  not  but  difhearten  the  turks,  who  now  feemed 
inclined  to  remain  within  their  lines.  The  shah,  taking  advantage  of  the  terror 
into  which  he  had  thrown  the  enemy,  cut  off  their  communication  with  cars  ^  by 
which  means  they  were  deprived  of  a  fupport.    Nectflity  therefore  compelled  them 

X  i  i  2  to 
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»?45*  to  leave  their  trenches  a  fecond  time,  notfo  much  with  defign  to  give  battle,  as  to 
make  a  defperate  retreat.  The  eighth  of  august  they  advanced  with  a  large  train 
of  artillery,  and  cannonaded  the  enemy  with  great  fury.  The  Persians  Ibpported 
the  Ihock,  and  by  the  help  of  their  own  cannon  drove  them  back  into  their  trenches. 
The  TURKS  being  now  more  clofejy  blockaded  in  their  camp  ;  the  ninth  of  august, 
as  foon  as  night  came  on,  they  abandoned  their  entrenchments,  and  leaving  their 
artillery  and  baggage,  retreated  towards  cars. 

Nadir  no  fooner  perceived  their  motions  than  he  ordered  a  body  of  his  men  to 
follow  them.  The  Persians  flung  them  into  diforder,  and  made  great  havock: 
the  next  day  as  they  followed  the  turks,  five  leagues  on  the  other  fide  the  river 
ARPATSCHAi,  a  forced  engagement  enfued,  in  which  the  seraskier,  mahommed 
BASHA,  was  flain.  The  Persians  then  returned  in  triumph  to  their  camp  with 
five  thoufand  prifoners,  and  the  head  of  the  seraskier  .  The  turks  acknowledged 
their  lofs  upon  the  whole  to  be  twenty-eight  thoufand  men,  and  three  bash  as, 
befides  the  commander  in  chief*,  among  thefe  was  abdallah  kouproli^  the  fon 
of  the  seraskier  kouproli,  who  was  killed  in  an  engagement  with  the  vidtorious 
NADIR  nine  years  before. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  nadir  proceeded  in  this  action  with  the  utmofl:  caution, 
not  fufFering  any  of  his  troops  to  enter  the  Turkish  camp  after  the  enemy  had  de- 
ferted  it,  till  he  was  certain  that  this  was  no  flratagem  to  engage  his  men  to  plunder, 
and  expofe  them  to  be  attacked  at  a  difadvantage.  The  lofs  of  the  Persians  on 
the  occafion  of  this  viftory  was  about  eight  thoufand  men,  and  fomc  of  their  gene- 
rals: NADIR  himfelf  had  two  horfes  killed  under  him  in  the  firft  battle. 

The  remains  of  the  Turkish  army  arrived  at  cars  without  baggage,  artillery  or 
ammunition,  and  without  any  order,  difcipline,  or  commanders  of  any  note ;  info- 
much  that  the  hopes  of  the  whole  campaign  were  fruftrated ;  and  their  enemies  re- 
mained mailers  of  the  field.  However,  they  had  lefs  to  fear  from  this  event  than 
from  their  former  misfortunes  in  the  Persian  war,  fince  they  had  the  utmoft  reafon 
to  hope  that  the  farther  nadir  marched  into  their  country,  the  more  he  would  be 
diftrefled  by  the  rebellions  which  were  ready  to  burft  forth  on  every  fide  of  his  per- 
siAN  dominions.  The  Turkish  miniftry  therefore  ftill  perfifted  in  fupporting  the 
war;  and  in  December  following  the  porte  publilhed  a  manifefto  fetting  forth 
the  reafons  of  this  refolution,  in  order  to  convince  the  people  of  the  neceffity  of 
this  meafure,  till  nadir  shah  fhould  accept  propofals  of  peace  lefs  dangerous  and 
difhonorable  to  the  ottoman  empire  than  any  he  had  offered.  To  confirm  their 
refolution,  the  grand  vizir  fent  orders  that  all  the  troops  in  natolia  (hould  hold 
themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march,  in  order  to  join  the  army  at  cars. 
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Nadir  makes  a  peace  with  the  turks.     ^he  Russians  fend  an  ambaffador  to  nadir. 
Revolt  of  the  Georgians.      NadirV  barbarities  at  Isfahan  and  kherman. 

Revolt   of  TAMARAS    RHAN,    and  ALI    KOULI    KHAN. 

NADIR  faw  too  well  the  danger  impending  from  inteffine  commotions  in  1745. 
PERSIA,  to  entertain  any  thoughts  of  purfuing  his  viftories  againft  the 
TURKS  :  he  rather  chofe  to  enter  into  as  fpeedy  an  accommodation  with  thcfti  as 
poffible.  For  this  purpofe  he  fent  ali  beg,  with  a  retinue  of  fixty  perfons,  as  em- 
baffador  to  the  grand  signior.  The  17th  of  January  this  minifter  was  con- 
duced with  the  ordinary  ceremonies  to  an  audience  of  the  ottoman  emperor,  who 
received  him  with  great  marks  of  refpeft.  The  vizir  at  the  fame  time  informed  him, 
that  he  might  be  allured,  notwithftanding  the  misfortunes  they  had  met, with  in  the 
war  with  Persia,  unlefs  the  shah  would  make  propofitions  more  confident  with  the 
honor  of  the  grand  signior,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  agree  to  a  peace.  As  this 
embaflador  had  no  tull  powers  to  negotiate,  but  was  chiefly  charged  with  a  letter 
exprefling  the  good  intentions  of  his  mailer  :  the  grand  signior  replied,  that  he 
was  fincercly  difpofed  to  conclude  a  peace,  as  foon  as  the  shah  would  agree  to 
fuch  terms  as  might  render  it  folid  and  lafting  j  and  that  in  conformity  to  the  shah's 
propofals  of  friendlhip,  he  would  immediately  order  plenipotentiaries  to  the  fron- 
tiers of  PERSIA  :  that  thefe,  together  with  ali  basha  the  seraskier,  who  com- 
manded at  cars,  might  agree  with  the  shah  on  a  place  moft  convenient  to  open 
the  conferences.  Accordingly,  towards  the  clofe  of  February,  three  minifters  174^. 
were  difpatched,  being  a  few  days  only  before  the  departure  of  the  Persian  embaf- 
fador  from  Constantinople.  In  order  that  thefe  conferences  Ihould  produce  their 
effeft,  direftions  were  given  to  haften  the  preparations  for  the  next  campaign,  in 
cafe  nadir  Ihould,  according  to  his  ordinary  praftice,  amufe  the  turks  with  the 
notions  of  an  accommodation,  whilft  he  meant  only  to  gain  time  for  purfuing  the 
war  with  the  more  vigor  when  it  better  fuited  his  convenience. 

It  is  very  evident  that  he  had  no  defire  of  peace  with  the  turks,  any  otherwife 
than  as  his  own  prefervation  rendered  it  necelTary.  In  the  beginning  of  the  k.ft 
campaign,  he  had  declared  in  very  familiar  terms,  what  mighty  prefents  he  would 
make  his  foldiers,  after  he  had  fet  up  his  ftandard  on  the  ramparts  of  Constanti- 
nople ;  a  projeft  not  altogether  improbable,  could  he  have  found  the  art  of  facri- 
ficing  his  avarice  to  his  ambition,  and  by  that  means  deliver  his  people  from  the 
miferies  under  which  they  groaned. 

It  was  remarkable  in  all  the  wars  which  nadir  waged  againft  the  ottoman  em- 
pire, that  the  European  turks  no  fooner  entered  asia,  than  they  became  ener- 
vated. Befides,  the  cloathing  of  the  turks  being  fo  much  longer  than  that  of  the 
PERSIANS,  the  former  were  under  a  very  great  difadvantage  in  battle";  and  yet, 

fuch 

*  The  TURKS  I  am  told  have  a  method  of  tucking  ap  their  garments^  but  dill  they  are  not  fo  much 
dlfengaged  as  the  p  e  a  s  i  a  n  s . 
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i746.fuch  is  the  reverence  of  mankind  for  the  pra£tice  of  their  forefathers,  or  their  jea- 
lous  fears  of  changing  for  the  worft,  that  we  find  the  turks  ftill  adhere  to  the  fame 
military  drefs.  In  euhpoe,  where  fuperftition  does  not  fo  much  abound,  or  at 
lead  is  differently  modified,  the  cuftom  of  loading  foldiers  with  unneceflary  cloath- 
ing  is  changed,  in  almoil  every  country  diftinguiined  for  the  knowledge  of  military 
affairs.  To  all  appearance  nadir  would  have  continued  fuperior  to  the  turks, 
unlefs  he  had  pufhed  his  fortune  too  far,  as  generally  is  the  cafe  with  ptinces  of  his 
genius  i  but  Providence  fets  the  bounds,  which  they  have  not  the  prudence  to  fix. 

After  the  battle  of  erivan,  kadir  marched  to  hamadan,  to  watt  the  arrival  of 
the  TURKISH  minifters,  who.werc  fcnt  to  prepare  the  way  for  mustapha  effendi, 
the  GRAND  signior's  embaffador.  In  oraer  to  prevent  the  evafive  condudt  which 
NADIR  had  ordinarily  pradtifed  towards  the  turks,  this  embaflador  was  ordered  to 
return  to  Constantinople  before  the  year  expired.  The  porte,  fenfiblc  in  what 
circumffances  the  shah  was,  had  juft  grounds  to  believe  that  the  happy  period  was  | 

at  length  arrived,  in  which  they  might  agree  to  fix  the  boundaries  of  their  refpedtive  > 

dominions  ;  and  prevent  that  diftrefs  and  effufion  of  bloody  in  which  the  ambinoa 
of  the  PERSIAN  king  had  involved  the  ottoman  empire. 

All  BEG,  the  embaflador  of  nadir  shah,  let  out  towards  the  end  of  march,  a 
few  days  after  mustapha  effendi.  He  left  the  Turkish  court,  with  a  view  ta 
make  report  to  his  mafter  of  the  favorable  fentiments  of  the  grand  signior,  with 
regard  to  their  mutual  tranquillity.  In  the  mean  while,  frefli  reinforcements  were 
lent  to  CARS  and  erzeroum,  in  order  to^ve  the  greater  weight  to  their  nego« 
nations.  The  turks  feemed  refolved  to  furor  the  inconvenience  of  fupporting  a 
very  numerous  army,  rather  than  afford  occafion  to  nadir  for  n^aking  any  exorbi- 
tant demands  on  them.  The  expence  of  maintaining  thefe  forces  on  the  frontiers 
of  their  Asiatic  dominions  was  very  great,  the  country  being  every  where  laid 
wafte ;  yet  this  ftep  feemed  to  be  abfolutely  neceflary,  whilft  nadir  was  at  the 
bead  of  fo  formidable  an  army. 

The  greateft  part  of  this  year  pafled  in  negotiations,  till  at  length  mustapha 
effendi  brought  this  important  affair  to  a  happy  ifllie ;  and  a  peace  was  concluded, 
u^n  the  foundation  of  that  of  amurath  IV.  except  that  the  Persians  were  to 
enjoy  the  liberty  of  making  the  pilgrimage  of  mecca,  without  acknowledging  the 
TURi;:isH  jurifdi£bion  ;  and  to  have  alfo  a  liberty  to  eftablifli  a  Persian  prieft  at  the 
town  of  MESCHED  ALi,  near  bagdat.  The  titles  which  nadir  aflumra  upon  this 
occafion  were,  ^*  The  moft  exalted  and  molt  generous  prince;  brilliant  as  the 
^*  moon,  and  relplendent  as  the  fun.  The  jewel  of  the  world ;  the  cent^  of  the 
*^  beauty  of  muffulmen,  and  of  the  true  faith  of  mahommed.  This  fovereign, 
**  whole  troops  ar^  equ^l  in  number  to  the  jftan,  and  who  fits  on  the  throne  of 

«*   XERXES.** 

)  The  grand  sjonior^ AOt  to  be  out-done  ia  pomp  of  words,^  arrc^eed  the  titles 
of  "  The  fovereign  who  is  the  fliadow  of  God  ;  the  mirror  of  jullice ;  the  afylum 
^^  of  the  true  believers  ^  the  king  of  kings,  whole  troops  are  equal  in  number  to  the 

\  «ftar$, 
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"  ftars ;  the  true  fucceflbr  of  the  caliphs  ;  the  fervant  of  the  two  facred  and  noble  1746. 
*'  cities ';  the  lord  of  the  two  countries,  and  of  the  two  feas  •*;  fultan,  fon  of  a 
"  fultan  ^  the  moft  powerful,  the  moft  formidable,  moft. magnificent,  moftgene- 
^*  rous  emperor  SULTAN  mahommed  the  conqueror,  fon  of  mustapha  the  con- 
**  queror/* 

The  seraskier,  ali  basha,  who  commanded  on  the  frontier  of  persia,  was 
ordered  to  return  into  Europe,  to  take  pofleffion  of  his  government  of  Bosnia. 
The  GRAND  signior's  court  was  in  great  joy  on  account  of  this  peace""  ;  efpecially 
as  NADIR  declared  himfelf  an  adherent  to  the  dodrine  of  hannifa,  in  oppofition 
to  thofe  expounders  of  the  mahommedan  ]aw,.whofe  opinion  the  Persians  had 
generally  adopted.  The  renovation  of  their  treaty  with  the  courts  of  sr.  Peters- 
burg and  viennai  added  alfo  to  their  fatisfaftion,  and  induced, them  to  believe  it 
would  be  permanent.  The  next  great  pbjeft  of  their  attention,  was  the  preparation 
of  a  fplendid  embaffy  to  Isfahan,  near  which  city  nadir  was  ^camped  with  his 
forces.  In  the  mean  while,  the  Persian  monarch  appointed  mustapha  khan  his 
embaflador  to  the  grand  sionior. 

We  have  already  obfcrved  that  the  Russian  court  had  not  yet  fent  any  formal 
embafly  to  nadir,  fince  his  acceflion  to  the  throne  of  persia  :  it  was  therefore 
thought  high  time  to  perform  this  ceremonial,  and  obviate  the  ill  eSc&s  which  a 
feeming  diuegard  might  produce,  now  that  nadir  had  no.  foreign  enemy  againft 
whom  to  employ  his  forces.  The  imprefllons  which  the  Russians  as  well  as  the 
TURKS  had  conceived,  prevented  in  a  great  meafure  the  belief,  that  the  fate  of  this 
mighty  conqueror  was  fo  near  at  hand.  Knez  galitzen  was  accordingly  ap^ 
pointed  embaflador  ^  on  the  part  of  her  prefent  imperial  majefty  of  Russia. 

Nadir  having  left  his  northern  dominions,  fent  into  georoia  to  demand  all  the 
fons  of  their  nobility  to  attend  his  camp.  A  ftep  of  this  nature  could  not  but  give 
thefe  brave  people  great  offence,  efpecially  as  it  leemed  to  indicate  his  jealoufy  of 
them,  and  that  he  meant  to  hold  their  fons  as  hoftag^,  with  a  view  to  retain  the 
people  in  their  obediencet  The  Georgians  refolved  to  take  up  arms  rather  than 
fubmit ;  and  to  this  they  were  the  more  induced,  by  the  reports  that  the  flames  of 
rebellion  had  reached  the  eaflsm  parts  of  persia.  Thus  encouraged,  they  repulfed 
a  body  of  Persian  troops,  which  were  fent  into  their  country  to  levy  taxes,  and 
ke^p  them  in  awe. 

Whilst  nadir  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Isfahan,  he  received  intelligence 
that  a  rebellion  was  breaking  out  in  the  borders  of  rhorasan.  This  province, 
which  had  received  fuch  diftinguiflied  marks  of  his  favor,  was  reduced  to  the  fame 
degree  of  mifery  as  the  other  parts  of  the  empire  * :  but  the  abdollees  of  her  at 
were  the  moft  impatient  of  the  yoke.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  what  could  be 
expeded  from  the  cruel  avaricious  nadir  ?  From  an  inceflant  fatigue  and  labor 
of  mind,  attended  with  Ibme  infirmities  of  body,  he  had  contraAed  a  difpofltion, 

which 

^  MficpA  and  MEDINA.  ^  Generally  underftood  the  archipelago  and  black  sea.  " 

'The  treaty  was  not  (igned  till  the  nth  of  iamuary  1747-  **  See  account  of  this  cfflbalTy, 

Vol.  I.  Chapters  LIV.  J-V,  LVI.  and  LW1H.  •  See  Vol.  L  page  296. 
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1746,  which  in  the  generality  of  mankind  is  calkd  by  the  name  of  peeviflinefs,  but  in  him 
was  a  diabolical  fiercenefs,  with  a  total  infenfibility  of  human  fufFerings.  His  avi- 
dity, as  common  to  fickly  minds,  increafed  with  his  years ;  and  in  order  to  indulge 
it,  he  feemed  refolvcd  to  perform  fome  mafter-ftroke  of  cruelty.  During  his  ftay 
at  ISFAHAN,  he  committed  barbarities  beyond  any  of  the  former  years  of  his  reign^ 
This  ancient  city,  long  efteemed  the  paradife  of  the  Persian  monarchy,  had  in 
common  with  all  Persia  felt  the  fatal  confequences  of  invafions  and  civil  wars. 
The  tyranny  of  nadir  had  made  a  great  progrefs  in  that  ruin,  which  he  now 
fcemed  determined  to  compleat.  He  made  the  heavieft  exaftions  on  the  city  and 
the  adjacent  country,  and  put  to  death  numbers  of  the  inhabitants :  among  thefc 
were  feveral  Indian  and  Armenian  merchants,  whom  he  cauled  to  be  burnt  alive. 
It  was  pretended  that  they  had  bought  fome  horfe  caparifons  belonging  to  shah 
HUSSEIN,  from  which  they  had  cut  off  the  pearls,  without  accounting  with  him  for 
their  full  value.  However  true  this  might  be,  it  could  not  be  deemed  a  fuflicient 
reafon  for  fuch  barbarities.  It  is  probable,  that  he  fufpe£ted  the  Armenians  held 
a  correfpondence  with  the  rebel  Georgians  ;  and  that  the  Indians  in  their  com- 
mercc  with  kandahar,  might  take  occafion  to  mention  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  the 
northern  and  weftern  parts  of  the  empire. 

174^7'  In  January  1747,  he  left  Isfahan,  and  marched  with  his  forces  to  kherman. 
Here  his  cruelties  were  not  inferior  to  thofc  he  had  exercifed  at  Isfahan  ;  being 
reftrained  by  no  ties  of  juftice,  nor  the  tears  of  the  mifcrable  j  by  no  regards  of 
hofpitality,  nor  even  the  proteftion  due  to  ftrangers :  among  other  outrages,  he 
caufcd  the  interpreter  of  the  dutch  faftors  to  be  beaten  with  fticks,  after  the  Per- 
sian manner,  till  he  expired;  pretending,  that  a  Persian  of  diftindion  had  depo- 
fited  in  his  hands  a  large  fum  of  money. 

From  kherman  he  proceeded  to  mesched,  where  he  continued  to  praftife  the 
greateft  barbarities ;  few  perfons  of  any  note,  whether  military  men  or  merchants^ 
PERSIANS  or  ARMENIANS,  efcaped  without  the  lofs  of  one  or  both  their  eyes.  He 
^endire£i:ed  his  courfe  to  k^lat,  the  grand  repofitory  of  his  treafurc.  It  was 
imagined,  that  he  intended  to  put  things  in  readinefs  for  his  reception  in  that  ftrong 
place,  after  the  execution  of  his  projefts. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  in  the  province  of  he  rat,  he  had  given 
orders  to  his  nephew  ali  kouli  khan,  then  at  mesched,  to  march  againft  the 
abdollees  with  a  large  body  of  forces  ;  ftriftly  enjoining  him,  that  whatever  the 
exigencies  of  affairs  might  be,  not  to  unite  his  troops  with  thofe  of  tamaras  khan. 
The  latter  commanded  in  the  eaftern. frontiers,  and  was  reputed  a  man  of  great  ex- 
perience and  knowledge  of  war  • :  he  alfo  had  the  fame  injunction  with  regard  to 
ALI  KouLi  KHAN  ;  howcver,  they  cntcted  into  a  correfpondence,  which  produced  a 
mutual  regard,  and  terminated  in  the  junftion  of  their  forces. 

Nadir  was  thus  extremely  alarmed ;  it  fcemed  as  if  he  was  betrayed  on  every 
fide,  and  moft  of  all  by  his  own  nephew.  Things  being  thus  circumftanced,  he 
wrote  to  ALI  kouli  khan,  to  fend  tamaras  khan  to  him  as  a  prifbner ;  and  ap- 

prehenfive 

*  It  is  faid  that  this  khan  had  formed  a  regiment  of  infiuitry  after  the  bvropbah  maimer. 
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prchenfive  that  his  nephew  might  not  obey  thofc  commands,  ibon  after  he  fentor-  ty^f. 
ders  to  tamaras  khan,^  to  arreft  his  nephew,  and  fend  him  to  his  camp.     This 
worn  out  expedient  did  not  take  efiedfc  any  otherwile  than  to  produce  a  mutual 
communication  of  their  orden,  which  produced  a  firmer  union,  and  more  vigo- 
rous meafures  for  their  lecurity. 

When  nadir  found  that  neither  of  thefe  generals  were  obedient^  and  that  the 
jun&ion  of  their  forces  rendered  them  at  leaft  as  formidable  as  the  royal  army,  he 
tried  a  further  expedient  to  feparate  them, 'which  was  to  lend  a  mefiage  to  his 
nephew,  conceived  in  very  gentle  terms,  defiring  him  to  come  to  his  camp.  Ali 
KOULi  KHAN  excufed  himfelf,  alledging  that  the  rebellion  was  not  fupprefled,  and 
confequently  his  abfence  would  be  attended  with  dangerous  confequences.  In  the 
mean  while  tamaras  khan  had  the  fame  invitation,  and  pleaded  want  of  health. 


CHAP.        VII. 

'Nadik  marches  /^  mesched  }  and  from  thence  to  the  pldins  of  svltaij  meydan. 
He  intends  to  majfacre  part  of  bis  own  army^  but  is  bimfelf  ajfajfinated.  Difperfion 
igf  the  PERSIAN  army.  Motives  of  NADim'i  fuppofed  intention  of  a  majfacre. 
RefleSion  on  bis  death. 

!r  N  this  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  nadir  tcJok  the  fcfolution  of  marching  to  mes- 
[  cHED,  where  he  arrived  towards  the  end  of  may.  Thofe  who  had  efcaped  the 
arbarity  of  his  officers^  became  the  ob}e£ls  of  his  avarice,  which  was  aggravated 
to  a  wanton  fierceneft  irt  every  Ipeeies  of  cruelty.  He  then  marched  into  the  plains 
of  SULTAN  MEYDAN,  z  day*S  joumey  to  the  north-weft  of  mesched.  Here  it  is  faid 
he  called  before  him  fome  of  the  chiefs  of  the  ousbegs,  turkumans,  and  other 
TARTARS,  who  compofed  a  great  part  of  his  army,  and  having  fworn  them  to  ie« 
crefy  and  obedience,  he  difclofed  his  deflgn  of  putting  to  the  fword  all  the  Per- 
sians in  his  camp ;  and  that  he  would  play  off  a  fky-rocket  at  twelve  in  the  night, 
as  a  fignal  to  begin  the  maflacre.  That  when  this  work  was  done,  he  would  load 
them  with  money  and  great  honors  ;  propofing,  after  he  had  erected  a  htige  pyra- 
mid of  PERsiAt4  heads,  to  retire  and  end  his  days  at  k^clat. 

A  OEOTlof  AN  flave  in  nadir's  tent  accidentally  over-heard  fome  part  of  the  con- 
ference, in  which  this  bloody  plot  was  refolved  on.  He  immediately  found  tfteans 
to  difcover  the  fecret  to  the  kurtchi  bashi,  who  when  night  approached  ftnt  for 
feveral  of  the  principal  Persian  officers  of  the  irmy,  and  communicated  this  extra- 
oVdinary  piece  of  intelligence.  They  immediately  dlfpatched  fcouts  to  obfcrve  the 
motions  of  the  tartar??,  many  of  whom  were  reported  to  be  whetting  their  fabres, 
as  if  fome  expedition  was  intended.  Minds  deeply  tinAured  with  jealoufy  foon 
take  alarm  •,  the  leaft  Intimation  of  a  defign  fo  horrid  as  this,  might  confirm  their 
belief  of  it.  Under  this  fatal  extremity,  what  refolution  could  be  taken  but  that 
nadir  himfelf  (Iiould  die  ? 
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1747.  Saleh  beg,  an  officer  of  great  intrepidity,  and  colonel  of  the  body  guard  of 
AFSHARS,  offered  his  fervice  for  this  purpofe,  and  demanded  only  four  cboien  men 
as  followers.  The  ufual  time  of  nadir*s  going  to  reft  bemg  paft,  and  a  tew  hours 
before  the  fignal  for  the  intended  maffacre,  saleh  beg  and  his  followers,  under  a 
pretence  of  urgent  bufinefs,  with  fome  kind  of  violence  paflcd  the  guard  ^  and  rulhr 
ing  into  the  outward  partition  of  the  harram  met  an  eunuch,  whom  they  difpatched. 
From  thence  they  proceeded  into  the  harram,  where  they  met  an  old  woman,  whom 
they  alfo  killed.  They  were  yet  at  a  lofs  in  which  of  the  tents  ■  nadir  flept,  till 
by  the  light  of  a  lamp  they  difcovered  fome  jewels :  here  they  rulhed  in  and  found 
him.  Either  he  had  not  yet  flept,  or  was  awakened  by  the  cries  of  the  woman,  and 
rofe  from  bis  bed.  When  the  af&ffins  aj^roacbed  him,  nadir  drew  his  fabre,  and 
demanded  what  bufinefs  they  had  :  saleh  beg  made  no  anfwer,  but  immediately 
cut  him  with  his  fabre  on  the  left  fide  of  his  coUar-bone.  This  did  not  prevent  th« 
shah's  collefting  force  fufficicnt  to  kill  two  of  the  foldiers  who  came  up  to  him  to 
\  finiih  their  leader's  bufinefs.  He  was  then  retiring  out  of  his  tent,  when  the  cords 
'-:  of  it  tripped  him,  and  saleh  beg  gave  him  a  mortal  woynd.  Nadir  cried, 
.  '*  Mercy,  and  I  will  forgive  you  all  :*'  to  which  this  officer  replied,  **  You  have  not 
**  (hewn  any  mercy,  and  therefore  merit  none.'** 

Saleh  beg  having  performed  this  important  bufinefs,  cut  off  nadir's  head.  The 
TARTARS,  to  whom  the  tyrant  had  always  ffiewn  a  diftinguilhed  preference,  na 
Iboner  heaid  that  he  was  kilted,  than  they  cxprefied  the  higbeft  refentmenc,  and 
cook  to  their  arms ;  upon  which  a  general  pillage  and  confufion  enfued.  In  feveral 
quarters  of  the  army  they  attacked  the  Persians,  at  once  to  revenge  the  death  of 
their  general,  and  afford  die  better  opportunity  of  plunder  ^  i  fo  that  before  daylight 
above  five  thoufand  mea  on  both  fides  were  flain.  The  body  of  the  flaughtercd 
NADIR  was  then  produced  ;  the  tartars  infifted  on  feeing  his  head  alio,  and  being 
iatisfi^ed  that  he  was  really  dead,  the  whole  army  difperfed.  Some  of  them  joined 
the  forces  of  ali  rouli  khan,  who  at  that  time  was  at  no  great  diflance.  Others 
ibught  their  refpeAive  homes,  if  fuch  homes  could  then  be  found  after  fo  great  sk 
change  of  affairs,  and  after  a  continued  campaign  for  eighteea  years. 


It  is  moie  than  poffible  that  a  maflacce  of  the  Persians  in  nadir's  army 
really  intended,  however  incredible  the  thing  may  appear.  Mafl&cres  have  been 
known  even  in  the  chriflian  world,  for  the  purpolea  of  zeal,  ambition,  or  falfe  glory.. 
The  afiair  of  dehlie  is  a  proof  that  fuch  a  thought  was  not  ftrange  to  the  mind  of 
NADIR.  It  is  natural  for  mankind  to  propofe  fome  end  to  themfelves,  as  the  reward 
of  their  labours ;  which  can  be  no  other  than  the  enjoyment  of  reft.  This  happens 
even  to  men  who  are  formed  only  for  adion,  and  upon  the  trial  enjoy  no  fatisfadlioik 
in  reft  $  fo  much  does  the  mind  long  for  fome  change  in  which  life  may  become  more 
grateful.  Nadir's  avarice  was  no  longer  fupportable ;  he  had  filled  up  the  meafure 
oi  his  iniquities  ^  he  had  ruined  Persia  ;  he  had  loft  the  afiedbions  of  his  fubjeds,  to 
a  degree  that  converted  all  their  fentiments  of  obedience  into  a  thirft  of  revenge,, 
which  they  only  wanted  an  (^portunity  to  gratify ;  he  knew,  this^  and  had  no  fenfi- 

bility 

*  There  are  many  tents  within  one  common  indofore.  ^  I  hive  never  been  able  to  eet  any 

information  concernins  thofe  large  jewels  which  ornamented  the  five  feti  of  horfe-fumitttre  belonging 
10  HAPiR.    Jt  is  probable  they  were  pillaged,  orborkd,  and  loft  on  this  occafion. 
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bility  of  their  fufferings.  By  the  ftrength  of  his  own  underftanding,  he  might  ea-  «74jr. 
niy  forefee  his  fate  approaching,  if  he  did  not  take  fome  defperate  means  to  prevent 
it.  His  nephew  and  tamaras  khan,  or  himfclf,  mutt  fall ;  unlefs  lie  could  fc- 
cure  a  fafe  retreat  in  KiELAT,  This  was  hardly  pofTibie,  whilll  he  was  furrounded 
by  numbers  who  fought  his  deftruAion,  and  would  carry  their  wifties  into  execu- 
tion, upon  the  leaft  diminution  of  his  authority. 

Many  reafons  may  be  afligned,  why  fuch  a  man  under  fuch  circumftances,  (bould 
have  recourfe  to  this  expedient;  fince  the  complicated  motives  of  revenge  and 
cruelty,  with  defpair  of  his  own  prefervation  on  other  terms,  might  fuggeft  it  to 
him.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  circumftances  which  do  not  favor  the 
opinion ;  all  I  can  fay  more  is,  that  it  was  generally  reported  and  believed  by  the 
PERSIANS.  The  manifefto's  publifhed  after  nadir's  death,  only  mention  his  cruelty 
and  avarice  in  general.  Ali  kouli  khan  does  indeed  acknowledge  that  he  was  in 
a  confpiracy  againft  his  uncle,  and  that  he  had  fent  a  perfon  on  purpofe  to  perpetrate 
the  fad ',  confequently  it  might  have  been  effected,  without  any  fuch  motive  as  the 
apprehenfion  of  an  intended  mafiacre.  It  is  however  probable,  thit^M  adir  was  not 
without  fufpicion  of  the  defign  of  his  nephew ;  and,  if  he  really  intended  the 
maflacre,  we  may  fuppofe  it  was  in  confequence  of  that  fufpicion. 

Common  fenfe  and  experience  might  teach  us,  that  nadir*s  condudl  would  pro- 
duce a  violent  death  at  one  time  or  other :  no  occafion  could  be  more  inviting  than 
this  :  for  befides  ail  the  terrors  of  his  paft  cruelty,  his  army  had  nothing  before  their 
eyes,  but  the  dreadful  fcene  of  civil  wars,  which  had  already  laid  wafte  fo  great  a 
part  of  their  country.  The  joint  forces  of  ali  kouli  khan  and  tamaras  khan 
had  not  yet  committed  any  hoftilities ;  yet  were  thefe  leaders  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion  ; 
and  it  was  obvious,  that  they  would  never  fubmit  to  nadir,  but  by  compulfive 
means.  And  for  whom  was  nadir's  army  to  fight  ?  For  a  man  whom  they  dc- 
teftcd  as  a  monfter  of  cruelty  and  oppctlfion. 

Thus  fell  this  fcourgp  of  the  eaftem  world,  at  the  age  of  fixty  one,  after  a  reign 
of  eleven  years  and  three  months,  leaving  a  fatal  proof  how  much  it  is  in  one  man's 
power,  in  an  age  of  gitat  corruption,  to  plunge  a  whole  nation  into  an  abyfs  of 
mifcry  ;  teaching  alfo  a  leflbn,  that  the  fovereign  who  converts  the  mercy  and  ju- 
ftice  which  ought  to  grace  a  throne  into  oppreflion  and  cruelty,  muft  exped  that 
Providence  will  fet  bounds  to  his  iniquity.  By  his  example  we  likcwifc  learn,  that 
the  moft  ambitious  prince  can  never  arrive  at  the  power  of  doing  much  mifchief,  till 
a  people  are  devoted  to  a  vain  and  luxurious  life,  eager  only  in  the  purfuit  of  trivial . 
and  unworthy  gratifiications,  corrupt  in  fo  high  a  degree,  and  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  vir- 
tue. Could  PERSIA  have  thus  groaned  under  a  world  of  miferies,  but  by  the  ini- 
quity of  PERSIANS  f  'Hiat  iniquity  became  the  inftrument  of  their  tyrant's  power; 
and  never  will  there  want  a  tyrant  in  any  country,  where  the  people  are  arrived  to 
fuch  an  extreme  of  venality  and  corruption. 
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PART        XVI. 

THE 

Character  of  NADIR  SHAH. 


RiJIeSims  on  the  de^tb  and  general  cbaraHer  of  nadir  shah.  jIn  account  of  his 
perfon^  vcict^  firengtb^  arms^  vahry  memory^  diety  drefsy  love  of  women^  cruelty^ 
avarice^  difirufty  artfulnefSy  clemency^  liberality ^  generaljbip^  politics^  &c. 

AS  the  foul  has  certainly  a  conicioulhefs  after  its  feparation  from  the  body, 
we  mud  now  leave  the  wretched  nadir  to  revife  his  own  a&ions^  and  to 
confider  if  an  obfcure  and  early  death  had  not  been  preferable  to  all  die 
pleafures  and  triumphs  of  his  life ;  but  he  is  in  the  hands  of  that  judge9  whole 
laws  it  is  our  honor  and  happincfs  to  obey,  and  whofe  councils  it  is  impiety  to 
fcrucinize. 

The  adions  of  this  ufurper  made  (inch  a  fplendid  figure^  even  in  the  eyes  of  the 
lUROPEAN  world,  that  for  many  years  it  was  doubtful  on  what  principles  he  a&ed, 
and  confequently  what  praiies  were  his  due.  Time  has  now  taught  us  to  ftrip  them 
of  all  di%uiie  ;.  and  as  he  who  yefterday  was  lord  of  the  lives  of  millions,  is  now 
'  levelled  with  the  mcaneft,  it  may  be  feared  the  vileft  of  men,  we  may  focak  of  hinv 
without  rcferve :  we  may  expatiate  freely  on  the  wonderful  abilities  by  which  he 
captivated  thofe  who  were  the  inilruments  of  his  impiety. 

Fortune  and  fuccefs  are  apt  to  dazzle  the  tender  flght  <^ nK>rtal  man  v  and  to- 
Kprefent  things  as  glorious,  which  in  their  nature  are  deteftable.  What  millions  has 
the  phantom  false  glory  (acrificed  at  her  altars !  The  actions  of  great  conquerors,, 
how  unworthy  feever,  are  often  viewed  in  diftant  ages  and  remote  regions,  not  with 
wonder  and  amazement  only,  but  even  with  envy.  But  the  profpeft  of  eternity 
mud  convince  us,  that  to  die  for  the  fervice  of  our  fellow-creatures  is  really  glo- 
aious  ;  whilft  thofe  who  trample  upon  a  proihate  world,  and  violate  the  laws  of 
humanity,  are  but  as  dreadful  ftorms,  or  peftilential  blafts,  to  execute  the  wrath  o£ 
I  an  ofiended  God.  Men  who  trace  the  paths  of  glory  by  the  light  of  fire  and  fword». 
can  have  no  right  to  be  temembeced,  except  it  be  with  horror  or  indignation. 
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T  o  enter  deep  into  the  charaders  of  men,  even  of  our  own  country  and  religion,  * 
is  no  vulgar  talk ;  but  if  we  travel  into  remoter  regions,  where  the  manners  and 
genius  of  a  nation  differ  very  much,  to  unravel  all  the  foldings  uf  a  heart,  diftin- 
guiihed  from  among  a  whole  people,  by  a  mixture  of  qualities  unintelligible  upon 
common  principles,  the  underftanding  is  puzzled.  In  characters  like  that  of  na- 
dir KOULi,  wc  may  trace  out  the  cruelty  of  a  nsro  ;  the  fubtlety  of  a  hannibai*  ; 
the  valour  of  a  scipio  \  the  artfulnefs  of  a  cromwell  i  with  the  fortune,  as  well 
as  the  cataftrophe,  of  a  Ci£SAR  :  nor  will  thefe  make  up  the. compofition,  till  we 
add  the  avarice  of  a  V£spasian;  and  blend  them  all  with  an  unpolifhed  brutal 
temper,  fuch  as  mean  educations  are  apt  to  exhibit,  when  poflefled  ox  great  ppwen 

The  minuted  circumftances  relating  to  thole,  who  have  been  the  ol^edls  of  our 
aftonilhment,  afford  fatisfadion  to  the  mind.     I  will  therefore  noention  &€h  parti- 
culars, relating  to  nadir  kouli,  as  have  reached  my  knowledge,  and  which  did 
not  occur,  or  could  not  be  fo  properly  inferted,  in  the  body  qf  this  hiftorical  ac- 
count.    Thofe,  to  whom  his  pcrfon  was  familiarly  known,  agree  that  his  counte- 
nance was  expreffive  rather  of  an  ingenuous  mind,  than  a  cruel  difpofition.     He 
was  an  af&har,  as  already  mencioned ;  and  his  face  was  rounder,  and  his  nofe  lefs  ) 
inclined  to  the  roman,    than  the  pbrsians  generally  are.     His  hair  was  blacky  ! 
his  eyes  large  and  expreffive ;  his  forehead  high  v  and  his  complexion  iwarthy.     His  * 
body  was  robuft ;  and  his  (lature  about  Hx  feet :  his  fhoulders  were  round  \    His  : 
whole  countenance  and  perfon  were  awful>  particularly  when  he  (poke* 

H I  s  voice  was  fo  ftrong  and  fonorous,  as  to  be  audible  ta  an  incredible  diftance  ^  1 
and  the  effeft  it  had  upon  his  own  foldiers,  as  well  as  an  enemy,  when  he  gave  hit  | 
commands  in  the  field  of  battle,  proved  one  great  ftep  to  his  advancement  to  the  i 
legal  power. 

His  corporal  ftrcngth  was  not  left  inftruxnental  to  his  fortune.  The  extreme 
indulgence  whjch  had  been  (hewn  him  by  nature  in  the  vigor  of  his  conftitution^ 
received  an  accumulated  force  by  the  habit  of  his  life.  The  battle-ax  is  one  of  the 
moft  antient  weapons  among  the  orientai^s,  but  it  had  been  for  fome  years  much 
negieded  in  Persia ;  nadir  reftored  the  ufe  pf  it  in  a  more  particular  manner:  it  | 
was  hi}  favorite  weapon,  infomuch  that  before  he  aflumed  the  diadem,  he  was  ge-  1 
nerally  ftiled  the  ax-khan.  Afterwards  he  was  often  feen  with  a  battle-ax  in  hia 
hand,  playing  with  it  in  his  tent  of  audience.  His  blows  with  this  weapon  carried 
with  them  ineviuble  death,  g£  which  he  gave  many  proofs* 

H 1  s  memory  was  as  remarkable,  as  his  perfedl  knowledge  of  the  genius  and  tern-- 
per  of  the  PERSIANS.  He  could  at  aU  times  eafily  recollect  the  names,  peribns^ 
and  €hava£ters,  of  all  thofe  with  whom  he  bad  any  connexion  \     He  had  ftudied 

the 

»  The  oRiiNTAL  people  genendly  are  romid-ihoiilderedy  arifingfrom  their  manner  of  fitting,  and 
this  occaiibns  there  being  very  little  of  majefty  in  their  gait.  ^  What  is  related  of  him  concerning. 

hit  dilating  to  feveral  fecretaries  at  the  fame  time,  I  apprehend  arofefrom  the  notion  that  juliusca- 
lAR  did  thii.  1  will  not  difpote  the  abilities  of  either  the  roman  or  the  p  a  as  i  an  hero ;  but  as  the  let- 
ters of  the  Pias'ANs  are  for  the  mod  part  contained  in  few  words,  the  matter  being  given  in  general 
terms,  ihc  fecreury  performs  the  office,  and  then  reads  the  letter.  And  here  it  may  he  obferved,  that 
there  have  been  not  a  few  inftances  of  their  reading  difiere&tly  from  what  they  wrote,  which  has  becft 
the  occafion  of  great  nUaniel  and  perplcaties^ 
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the  ftate  of  the  finances,  andknew  the  particular  revenues  of  every  province :  but 
he  was  fo  great  a  matter  of  the  art  of  ways  and  means,  that  he  over-lbot  his  mark, 
and  by  his  oppreflions  quite  deftroyed  his  own  end.     As  he  had  no  turn  to  contem- 
plation, his  fpirits  were  free  and  untired  by  any  refleftions  but  what  immediately 
.  aroie  from  his  employments  in  the  field.     He  was  far  advanced  in  life  before  he 
j  had  learnt  to  read  •,  nor  did  any  pait  of  his  knowledge  depend  the  leaft  on  books. 
'His  prefence  of  mind  was  very  remarkable'-,  and  his  refolutions  were  almoft  as 
quick  as  his  thoughts :  hence  he  did  many  things  extravagant  and  abfurd. 

At  one  part  of  his  life  he  drank  freely  of  wine  and  brandy,  but  afterwards  ab- 
ftained  from  the  latter  entirely,  and  ufcd  the  former  in  fuch  a  proportion  only,  as 
gave  the  greater  energy  to  his  thoughts,  and  fupportcd  the  activity  and  ftrength  of 
his  body.  The  ufe  of  wine  is  contrary  to  the  mahommedan  law,  but  his  example 
j  recommended  it  to  his  foldiers.  He  ufed  to  feed  liberally  upon  a  fimple  diet ;  yet 
'  he  would  march  a  whole  day  upon  the  ftrength  of  a  few  parched  peas,  which  it  is 
common  for  the  Persians  to  carry  an  their  pockets. 

H I  s  drefs  was  not  remarkable ;  his  mind  feemed  to  be  fuperior  to  external  pomp 
or  luxurious  foftnefs.  His  pride  was  in  precious  ftones  ^  with  which  his  diadem 
was  adorned,  and  he  wore  ieveral  in  his  turbant  alfo.  He  was  often  feen  with  a 
large  faphire  in  his  hand,  with  which  he  ufed  to  amufe  himfelf  in  his  tent.  It  was 
faid,  that  he  always  wore  a  coat  of  mail  of  chain-work  under  his  cloaths :  this  is 
not  improbable,  confidering  the  knowledge  he  had  of  the  refentment  of  the  people 
towards  him.  He  afii:Aed  to  go  thinly  clad,  and  recommended  this  example  to  his 
foldiers. 

It  is  reaibnable  to  believe,  that  mens  pafiions  are  firong  in  proportion  to  what  is 
generally  underftood  by  ftrength  of  mind,  and  in  fome  meafure  conneded  wth  the 
appetite.  Where  religion  and  the  cuftom  of  a  country  fubfcribe  to  any  favorite  in- 
clination, it  would  be  furprizing,  if  a  man  poflefled  of  a  boundlefs  power,  did  not 
give  as  boundlefs  a  (cope  to  fuch  inclination.  Nadir  was  remarkable  for  his  love 
of  Women.  It  was  faid,  that  fome  years  before  his  death,  a  virgin  was  brought  to 
his  bed  every  night :  theie  are  ftories  however  which  are  ridiculous.  He  contented 
himfelf  latterly  with  thirty-three  women  * ;  fome  of  whom  long  retained  a  place  in 
his  favor.    In  hts  wars  in  turkey,  he  often  carried  his  feraglio  with  him. 

H I  s  deteftatjon  of  Ibdomy  was  extreme :  but  though  he  had  frequent  occafions  of 
making  examples  of  the  pradtifers  of  that  fin,  yet  I  never  heard  that  he  interfered  but 
once ;  and  then  he  caufed  the  malefaAor's  eyes  to  be  put  out,  his  ears,  his  noie, 
and  his  lips  to  be  cut  ofi^:  under  theie  miferable  circumftances,  this  man  put  him* 
felf  to  death.  In  what  manner  the  Persians  formerly  regarded  this  fin,  appears 
from  thecondu^  of  shah  seffie  towards  a  youth,  who,  in  refifting  this  atrocious 
crime,  ftabbed  his  own  mafter,  a  khan  of  great  diftindion,  for  which  the  shah 
condemned  him  to  be  torn  to  pieces  by  dogs.     The  fame  fortitude  which  induced 

this 

*  See  page  30).  ^  I  have  already  had  oceafion  to  mention  die  horfe  Arnicvres, 

Vol.  I.  page  173.  *  Thefe  had  about  the  fame  number  of  female  Icrvana  and  attend* 

ants,  which  eonfticated  the  number  mentioned  in  Vol.  I.  page  159, 
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this  youth  to  deliver  himfdf  by  fuch  dcfperate  means,  fupported  him  to  the  laft  5 
and  he  di^d  with  the  ucmoft  bravery. 


A  s  to  crujclty,  it  at  length  became  a  kind  of  diverfion  to  n  ad ir  ;  this  was  chiefly  ! 
excited  by  avarice,  and  jealoufy  of  his  own  fccurity,  as  well  as  a  habit  of  infenfi-  | 
bility.     I  never  indeed  heard  that  he  put  any  man  to  death,  in  cold  blood,  with  his  J 
own^  hands,  after  his  advancement  to  the  diadeni:  this  is  more  than  can  be  faid  of 
ibme  of  their  former  princes^  who  lawfully  poilefied  the  regal  digpity  ;  for  the  pbr* 
siAK  kings  through  many  ages  have  been  remarkable  for  great  inhumanity.     How 
very  different  are  the  chrilHan  and  aiahommeuan  princes?  The  former,  who  un- 
derftand  their  dignity,  never  appear  in  cafes  of  executions  * ;  the  latter  delight  to 
be  prefent,  being  otherwife  diffident  that  their  orders  will  not  be  performed.     Na^ 
01R  faw  the  executions  of  all  thofe  who  were  put  to  death  in  his.camp^.  nor  ever 
appeared  in  the  lead  dilturbed. 

When  mens  crimes  become  various  and  complicated,  and  the  judge  blends  his 
private,  paflions  or  refentmeats  with  the  exercilie  of  his  office,  in  what  an  extremity 
of  mifery  muft  a  nation  be  involved,  where  juAice  is  thus  adminiftered  ?  Some 
inftances  of  nadir's  cruelty  were  the  effcfts  of  policy.  Upon  occafion  of  his  me^- 
morable  exploit  of  drivins  the  Afghans  out  of  Persia  %  when  he  entered  Isfahan 
tn  triumph,  one  of  his  foldiers  violated  the  wife  of  a  Persian  of  diftindion.  The 
man  complained  to  nadir,  that  he  could  not  live  after  fo  great  an  indignity; 
•'  No,"  fays  nadir,  "  I  think  you  cannot,"  and  immediately  ordered  him  to  be 
ftrangled.  He  then  explained  to  his  officers  the  reafon  of  his  conduft  in  thefe 
terms,  ^*  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  confider  me  as  very  cruel,  for  taking  this 
*'  man  at  his  word ;  but  what  can  I  do  in  fuch  times  as  thefe  ?  A  vidorious  army 
'<  cannot  always  be  reftrained.  Had  I  redrefled  this  man's  wrongs^  I  (hould  have 
*'  a  hundred  fuch  complaints  made  to  me,  and  my  time  would  be  taken  up  in  cha* 
*^  ftifing  my  foldiers,  inftead  of  employing  them  to  conquer  the  enemies  of  our 
•*  country."  However,  he  altered  his  rule  of  condudt  in  this  particular,  of  which. 
I  have  related  fome  inftances.. 

He  often  fuflfered  leveral  to^  pafs  with  impunity,  though  he  knew  they  gave 
him  no  lefs  harfli  an  appellation  than  villain  ;  but  towards  tbofe  who  exerciled  their 
wit  in  keener  fatyr,  he  was  inexorable.  It  is  a  compliment  amongft  the  Persians^ 
to  fay  upon  the  entrance  of  a  gueft,  '^  Your  place  was  very  void  ''•"  In  the  mau- 
foleum  which  nadir  cauled  to  be  built  at  meschrd,  for  his  reception  after 
deaths  fomebody  wrote  on  the  walla  in  very  pathetic  tcFms  1  ^*  Oh !  nadir,  how 
^'  full  of  thy  renown  is  every  corner  of  the  earth !  Thy  name  indeed  is  very  great  1 
*^  but  thy  place  here  ii  very  void."  Severe  inquifition  was  made  for  the  author  of 
this  writing ;  it  was  concluded  to  be  done  by  fome  man  of  letters ;  and  many 
MULLAHS  were  brought  to  a  trial :  to  compell  them  to  a  difcovery,  fome  were 
whipt  to  fuch  an  extremity,  that  they  expired  under  the  lalh. 

In 

^  as  to  be  pre- 
military,  wha^ 
_  _  I  does  not  extendi 

to  death,  they  mitigate  or  increafe  as  they  think  proper.*  *  In  1 729.  *  This  anfirers  ta^ 

Your  company  was  mock  wiBted« 
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In  allufion  to  nadir's  exaltation,  a  certain  perfon  obfenred  of  a  fountain  in  i9-» 
FAHAN,  that  the  higher  the  water  was  thrown  up,  the  greater  was  the  velocity  of 
its  fall.  Nadir  never  wanted  the  bafe  inftruments  of  tyranny  to  acquaint  him  of 
the  minuted  adions }  and  this  man  gratified  his  wit  at  no  lels  an  expence  than  his 
life. 

None  of  their  former  kings  ever  infliAed  punifliments  in  a  greater  Variety,  or 
with  circumftances  more  whimfical  and  extravagant,  than  Wadir.  Two  perfons 
of  diftinftion  wrote  to  him  feveral  times,  complaining  of  each  other :  at  length 
they  were  both  lent  for  to  the  camp.  It  is  probable  he  knew  the  chara&ers 
of  thele  men  ;  but  without  entering  into  the  merits  of  either  of  their  complaints, 
he  pronounced  them  both  raicals;  **  And  fince,"  fays  he,  •*  you  are  fo  fond 
««  of  troubling  me  with  your  epiftles,  I  will  fpoil  your  fport ;"  accordingly  he  or- 
dered the  eyes  of  both  of  them  to  be  put  out.  His  wantonnefs  in  cruelty  was  not 
lefs  apparent,  in  the  inftance  I  have  mentioned  of  the  dancer'.  Another  time  he 
ordered  a  man's  teeth  to  be  pulled  out,  for  no  other  reafon  than  their  being  buck- 
teeth.  The  ftory  of  his  cauling  shaverdi  beg  to  be  beaten,  in  order  diat  he 
might  remember  the  charge  which  was  given  him  \  had  humor  and  judgment 
mixed  with  barbarity. 

He  treated  common  men  and  delinquents  of  the  higheft  rank  without  much  di- 
ftinAion  of  peHbns.  It  was  no  unulual  fight  in  the  chancery,  to  lee  thofe  who  had 
been  the  day  before  baftinadoed  almoft  to  death,  whole  eyes  had  been  put  out,  or 
their  nole  cut  off,  yet  brought  before  him  to  be  further  queftioned.  Upon  thefe 
occafions  they  have  often  funk  down  thro'  pain  or  want  of  reft :  and  tbefe  miferablc 
objefts  have  been  alfo  obliged  to  travel  with  the  camp.  When  nadir  fent  for  any 
perlbn,  if  he  did  not  inftandy  come,  the  meflengers  drove  him  with  blows ;  and 
thofe  who  have  made  any  fhort  delay,  to  finifli  their  prayers  %  or  to  perform  any 
other  weighty  bufinefsi  have  been  often  baftinadoed. 

The  avarice  of  this  tyrant  was  no  lefs  remarkable  tfatn  hh  cruehy.  (t  was  his 
cuftom,  according  to  the  pradbiceof  former  kings,  to  fend  for  the  governors  of  the 
provinces,  however  remote  from  his  camp,  to  appear  before  him  every  new-year's- 
day.  His  intention  in  this  very  frequently  was  to  muld  them,  or  put  them  to 
death.  His  ordinary  method  was  to  interrogate  them  concerning  the  ftate  and  con- 
dition of  the  province,  and  of  their  own  behaviour  in  particular.  From  thence  he 
(H-Oceeded  to  trifling  and  fuperfluous  queftions,  concluding  that  he  fuppoled  they 
had  defrauded  him  of  targe  fums.  «•  How  much,"  fays  he,  "  of  my  money  have 
♦•  you  eaten*}  and  in  whofe  hands  is  it  lodged?**  Thefe  queftions  were  ordinarily 
followed  by  the  baftinado,  to  induce  them  to  condenfin  themlelves,  or  to  accufe 
bther  people  of  being  depofitaries  of  considerable  fums.  It  frequently  happened 
that  tbefe  perfons,  either  to  avoid  tlic  pain  of  corporal  punifliments,  or  with  the 
hopes  of  being  reftored  to  their  governments,*  have  given  in  a  fiAitious  lift  of  per- 
Ibns  as  their  debtors,  with  the  fums  due  from  each,  and  alfo  of  efic£bs  depofited  in 

their 

•  Vol.  I.  page  174.  •  Vol.  I.  p.  t^i.  *  The  MAROMiieDAKs 

sre  mnch  ftrider  in  thii  refpeA  than  the  chrifUans. .  ^  The  ordinary  t^nn  in  paasiA 

ibr  embezzlemenCh 
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their  hands.  They  even  took  this  occaHon  to  gratify  their  private  refentments,  by 
mentioning  thofe  as  their  debtors,  who  had  given  them  any  offence.  The  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  declarations  was  the  iffuing  a  decree,  ordering  the  colle<5tion  of  fuch 
fums  and  effcdts  by  the  fevered  executions  of  military  law,  without  any  liberty  of 
appeal  previous  to  the  payment.  If  thefe  pretended  debtors,  after  a  fevere  beating 
were  found  incapable  of  payment,  orders  were  often  given  to  colleft  fuch  fums 
from  the  province.  The  governors  were  frequently  guilty  of  enormous  extortions 
and  cruelties,  without  giving  a  true  account  of  what  they  had  thus  unjuftly  col- 
lefted  ;  yet  the  complaints  of  the  people  feldom  obtained  them  any  relief ;  for  the 
elders  or  principal  perfons  of  the  provinces,  who  were  generally  called  on  to  appear 
as  witnefles  againft  their  governors,  were  often  compelled  to  make  good  their  alle- 
gations, by  paying  the  deficiency  of  the  shah's  demands,  after  the  fequeftration  pf 
the  governor's  effefts.  He  carried  the  matter  fo  far  that  upon  a  certain  occafion 
when  he  found. hinafelfdiftrefled  how  to  anfwerone  who  had  vindicated  his  coodud, 
Jie  faid  to  him,  "  You  rafcal,  did  you  not  drink  cold  water*  ?" 

It  does  not  appear  from  any  circumftance  of  the  firft  ftage  of  this  man's  life,  that 
his  temper  was  avaricious.  It  is  natural  to  believe,  that  he  thought  nothing  could 
fecure  his  ufurpation  better  than  the  poverty  of  the  people,  as  the  mod  effedual 
means  of  preventing  their  rebellions,  or  of  rendering  them  abortive.  This  is  the 
bed  argument  that  can  be  brought  in  extenuation  of  that  crime,  which  at  kngth 
became  the  great  moving  principle  to  drown  per  si  a  in  blood.  Poverty,  without 
doubt,  was  a  great  difcouragement,  and  often  proved  a  bar  to  the  fuccefs  of  their 
attempts  againft  him.  But  what  caa  we  fay  or  his  unjuft  and  cruel  treatment  of 
private  perfons,  merely  for  the  fake  of  what  they  poflefled  ^  where  there  was  noc 
the  leaft  ncafon  to  fufpcft  their  loyalty  ? 

In  1740,  feveral  diftri£ts  in  ghilan  were  ordered  to  equip  foldiers  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  crown,  and  to  be  anfwerable  in  the  penalty  of  one  thoufand  crowns  "  for 
each  deferter.  This  proved  a  fource  of  oppreffion  ;  for  thefe  recruits  were  generally 
ill  paid,  and  ill  treated  in  the  army,  that  they  might  be  tempted  to  defert ;  and  the 
payment  of  the  penalty  was  always  rigoroufly  exai^ed  of  the  fecurities. 

Whek  he  found  himfelf  bound  in  honor  to  difapprove  of  the  behaviour  of  his 

Governors,  of  whofe  unjuft  conduct  all  poflible  evidence  had  been  given,  his  decrees 
)r  reftitution  to  the  complainants  were  generally  exprefled  in  fuch  ambiguous 
terms,  as  rendered  the  application  for  juftice  vexatious,  and  the  iiTue  of  them  often- 
times unfuccefsful.  Senfible  of  his  predominant  vice,  his  greateft  oificers  greedily 
amaffed  riches,  as  the  fureft  means  of  their  prefcrvationj  though  it  frequently 
happened,  thofe  very  ricnes  were  the  caufe  of  their  deftruftion.  Having  been 
often  challenged  to  anfwer  for  their  corruption,  feveral  of  the  moft  confiderablc  a- 
mongft  them,  at  length  refolved  to  keep  a  regular  account  of  all  prefents  they  re- 
ceived, that  in  cafe  of  need  they  might  produce  it :  but  ftill  it  was  a  misfortune 
to  poffefs  any  money ;  for  nadir  feldom  thought  he  had  got  their  all.     Shew  and 

equipage 

*  Thb  is  an  inftance  of  fach  flagrant  tjrranny,  as  harcHy  comes  within  the  limits  of  belief;  yet  I 
have  been  aflured  dnat  it  is  really  trae.  ^  Two  hundred  and  fifty  poands. 

Vol.  IL  L  1  1 
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equipage  is  a  favorite  paflion  among  the  Persians,  yet  I  obferved  the  governors 
who  came  to  anfwer  for  their  condudt,  and  other  great  officers,  chofe  to  walk  on 
foot  in  the  camp,  rather  than  appear  in  any  circumftances  of  affluence.  As  to  the 
officers  of  inferior  rank,  they  imagined  their  fecurity  confided  in  refufing  prelents. 

Avarice,  the  peculiar  weaknefs  of  old  age,  increafcd  on  nadir  with  his  years  ;- 
yet  his  rapacioufnefs  might  not  be  entirely  an  eflfeft  of  this  paflion.  If  we  confider 
the  vaft  cxpencc  of  his  army ;  the  iinpoflibility  of  raifing  taxes  upon  his  people, 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  reign  ;  and  that  his  fafety  depended  on  tiie  military  powei^ 
with  which  he  was  furrounded  -,.  his  indian  treafure,  though  reputed  very  large, 
was  not  fufficient  to  check  his  apprehenfions  of  want.  At  length  he  gave  a  ftanding 
order  to  his  minifters,  not  to  prefent  any  petitions  to  him  that  were  repugnant  to 
the  intereft  of  the  crown  •-,  by  which  was  plainly  meant,  that  he  would  do  no  other 
aft  of  juftice  in  money  affairs,  than  the  bare  payment  of  his  army. 

The  feizure  he  made  on  his  own  foldiers,  on  the  banks  of  the  indus,  is  as  diftln'* 
guifhed  a  proof  of  his  avarice,  as  of  his  refolution.  From  that  time  he  laid  claim 
to  all  diamonds  and  jewels  of  value,  that  were  expoled  to  fale  in  his  dominions;  al- 
ledging,  that  he  had  been  defrauded  of  them,  on  the  occafion  of  his  Indian  conqueft; 
or  that  they  were  ftolen  out  of  his  jewel-ho«fe.  He  has  more  than  once  punilhed^ 
offenders  of  this  fort  with  baftinading,  and  even  with  death  ;  and  in  thefe  caies,  be- 
fides  the  lofs  of  the  precious  ftones,  he  inflicted  a  mulft  of  equal  value.. 

Jealousy  and  diftruft,  in  all  their  horrid  forms^  will  ever  vrait  in  the  chambers- 
of  tyrants,  and  torment  them  even  *•  before  their  time."     Nadijl's  great  officers 
were  fo  fenfible  of  this,  that  they  were  afraid  to  convcrfe  even  with  ftrangers^  cx-- 
ccpt  when  they  were  upon  duty  in  their  tribunals.     Neither  did  they  dare  to  vifit 
each  other  in  their  tents,  except  in  the  day-time  j  and  that  only  in  the  prefence  of. 
their  Servants,  or  other  witnefles,  left  a  fufpicion  fliould  be  conceived  of  their  cabal- 
ling againft  him  ^     He  made  na  fcruple  of  tdling  the  people  that  he  was  apprized: 
of  their  difaffeftion,  but  that  he  neither  regarded  it  nor  them.     An  arrow  was  ihot. 
once  into  his  quarters  with  a  libel,  accufing  him  of  tyranny  and  iri^ligion  ;  demand* 
ing  of  him  if  he  was  a  devil  or  a  god  ^  a  tyrant,  a  king,  or  a  prophet  ?  That  if  he 
was  a  god,  they  would  fupplicate  his  mercy  to  avert  their  punifhment;  if  a  kii^,. 
they  intreated  him  to  £hew  clemency :  if  a  prophet,  to  produce  his  miflion  ?   To 
this  paper  nadir  made  a  Very  difpaffionate  anfwer :  **  I  am  neither  god  nor  devil, 
^^  tyrant  nor  prophet ;  but  I  am  one  fent  from  God,  to  puniQi  an  iniquitous  gene- 
*'  ration  of  men."    This  anfwer  was  written,  and  copies  of  it  annexed  to  the  libel, 
and  placed  in  the  moft  confpicuous  part  of  the  camp  :  a  promife  of  pardon  was  alfo 

made 

*  This  is  a  common  notion  in  arbitrary  coantnes,  nhere  the  prince  and  his  AibjeSs  mrt  often  confi- 
dercd  in  fo  difFerent  a  light,  that  many  ads  of  juftice  are  omitted,  out  of  a  religious  regard  to  the  intereft 
of  the  crown,  as  they  are  pleafed  to  call  it.  Perhaps  it  is  from  the  fame  notion,  that  even  in  fo  po^ 
and  free  a  country  as  orbat  Britain,  the  debts  of  a  deceafed  prince  are  paid  very  late,  and  fometimes 
not  at  all.  This  conduct  fcems  to  be  void  of  ceconomy,  if  not  of  juftice.  If  it  is  underftood  as  a  con- 
dition, that  when  a  prince  dies,  the  tradefman  muft  lofe  his  money,  there  ought  at  leaft  to  be  ibme  me- 
thod in  payments  whilft  he  lives,  a^nd^  in  the  mean  while,  the  prince  muft  pay  dear  for  all  ihat  he  coa^, 
fumes  that  is  bought  on  truft.  ^  See  Vol.  I.  pag.  1 26,  127.  1 
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ixnade  to  the  author,  if  he  would  difcover  himfelf ;  and  a  confiderable  reward  to  any 
perfoo  who  fhould  difcover  him. 

Much  tnay  he  alledged  for  the  fufpicious  turn  which  he  took;  for  the  p£RSians 
^re  as  gentle,  foft,  and  perfuafive  in  their  manners^  as  they  are  full  of  cunning  and 
^ceit.     They  arc  polite,  and  afFed  condefcenfion  to  ftrangers  or  guefts ;  but  where 

they  have  any  powet*  or  authority,  their  deportment  is  felfifh,  haughty,  and  infolent : 
•to  this  we  may  add  a  ftrong  propenfity  *  to  rebellion.     From  his  earlipft  life  nadir 

had  an  experimental  knowledge  of  them,  in  all  their  feveral  ranks  and  conditions ; 
,.and  fcemed  now  to  have  adopted  as  an  invariable  maxim,  that  they  could  be  ruled 
•only  with  a  rod  of  iron.     Thus  feveral  caufes  concurred  to  cherifli  a  cruel,  jealous 

difpofition.  As  he  mounted  the  .throne  by  means  of  the  corruption  and  immorality 
•of  the  people,  policy  ftill  required  him  to  fow  the  feeds  of  a  jealous  enmity  among 
4:he  principal  perfons  Qnder  his  command. 

How  dreadful  the  fituation  of  a  tyrannical  king,  when  the  very  union  of  his  fub- 
je6ts  is  the  greateft  objed  of  hi&  tefror ;  and  their  mutual  hatfed  and  difguft  eilen- 
jcial  to  his  fupport !  Religion  ^si^  ftill  the  cloak  to  foment  afiimofities.  The  Per- 
sians profefled  a  veneration  for  ali,  and  their  expounders  of  the  khoran  ;  whilfl: 
the  TARTARS,  and  other  nations,  of  which  his  army  Was  chiefly  compofed,  were 
of  the  fed  of  the  strNNis.  Nabir  ranked  himielf  ftriftly  with  neither  %  but  was 
equally  attentive  to  gratify  both,  whenever  the  occafion  required*  His  greateft  fup- 
port arofe  from  the  multiaide  of  his  fpies  and  emiflaries,  detached  into  evejy  part 
of  the  empife.  His  public  officers  and  private  agents,  growing  fufpicious  or  each 
other,  were  equally  impatient  of  giving  the  firft  information,  of  any  fecret'  defign, 
on  even  dlfaffeftion,  in  prejudice  to  their  mafter.  Thus  the  neareft  relations  and 
moft  intimate  friends,  often  entertained  a  jealoufy  of  each  other.  Thofc  who  had 
vany  honefty  in  their  nature,  might  be  iometimes  tempted  for  their  oaths  fake»  and 
to  prevent  the  effufion  of  bloodjto  give  intelligence ;  the  envious  and  revengeful  to 
gratify  their  private  paffions  -,  his  mercenaries  for  their  intcrcft :  and  almoft  in  ge- 
neral were  they  defirous  of  fharing  the  fpoils  of  ruined  provinces ;  thus  tearing 
out  the  entrails  of  their  common  parent,  and  rendering  themfelves  inftrumental  to 
tiieir  own  deftrudlion.  Every  focial  virtue  was  neglefted  ;  common  faith  and  com- 
mon honefty  were  little  more  among  them,  than  bare  names.  Under  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  how  could  they  be  delivered  from  the  power  of  one  tyrant,  without  falling 
into  the  hands  of  another  ? 

Whilst  nadir's  glory  was  ripening,  it  was  his  policy  to  make  great  profeflions 
of  efteem  to  thofe  whofe  fcryices  he  ftood  in  need  of;  but  afterwards  he  adled  on  the 
wretched  maxim,  that  a  king  has  no  friend  or  relation.  Gratitude  confequendy 
could  not  appear  as  a  princely  virtue,  nor  have  any  feat  in  his  brcaft  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  feemed  diffident,  that  thofe  who  were  capable  of  a  zealous  concern  for  his 
intereft  from  a  principle  of  afFeftion,  might  on  the  fame  principle  be  partial  to 
others  alfo,  if  his  condud:  ftiould  render  him  ungrateful  to  them.     This  lecmed  to 

Lll  2  be 

*  Though  this  may  not  be  the  proper  charaderiftic  of  the  people,  yet  it  feems  to  be  an  cSe&,  of  their 
ftrefent  immorality,  as  well  as  refentmeQt  of  tyranny.  ^  We  have  already  explained  his  ppli- 

tical  toclination  to  the  fedl  of  the  sunn  is. 
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be  the  general  rule  he  obferved,  with  fome  few  exccfjtions ;  fincc  we  find  that  the 
vigilance  and  moderation  of  mustapha  khan  and  cossim  khan,  the  only  two  pen- 
fons  whofe  condudt  I  ever  heard  commended,  fupported  them ;  and  we  muft  amidft 
all  his  crimes  do  nadir  the  juftice  to  remember,  that  he  cherifhed  thefe  nicn  to  the 
laft.  1  hi3  feems  to  prove  how  irrefiftible  the  charms  of  virtue  are ;  and  that  the 
fubjefls  of  PERsrA  were  in  general  almoft  as  little  deferving  mercy,  as  their  king 
was  difpofed  to  (hew  it.  But  the  amiable  qualities  of  the  mind  being  fo  rare,  they 
could  be  no  great  objeds  of  his  dread  :  the  perfeftions  moft  level  to  his  oblervation, 
and  which  (truck  moft  forcibly  on  his  mind,  were  corporal  ftrength  and  valor. 
Tho'  he  often  ftood  in  need'  of  thefe,  the  perfon  who  acquired  any  diftinguiflied 
reputation  for  them,  became  the  objcft  of  his  envy,  if  not  of  his  fear.  Of  this 
they  told  me  a  remarkable  ftory  : 

A  CERTAIN  MiM  BASHi »  had  oftcn  diftinguiftied  himfelf  in  the  field  of  battler 
his  (kill  in  the  ufe  of  the  fabre  was  not  lefs  extraordinary  than  his  corporal  ftrength, 
and  he  was  at  length  made  a  khan.  The  per&ians,  in  their  hyperbolical- manner 
of  fpeaking,  fay,  that  this  man  could  cut  a  mule  with  a  pack-faddlc  on  her  back 
through  at  one  ftroke.  It  is  hardly  credible  how  much  the  Persians  efteem  bodily 
ftrength  and  military  abilities  :  nadir  caft  a  jealous  eye  on  this  perfon ;  and  as  if 
he  meant  to  try  his  virtue,  he  gave  him  the  charge  of  a  beautiful  girl,  to  be  carried 
to  his  brother  ibr ahim  khan.  On  the  way  he  debauched  her;  and  ibrahim  dif- 
covering  the  indignity,  fent  her  back  to  his  brother.  It  is  cafy  to  imagine,  that 
nadir  would  refent  the  affront  alfo  ;  in  Ihort,  he  vowed  to  (bed  che  blood  of  the 
ofltndcn  Riza  kouli  myrza,  then  in  high  favor  with  his  father,  had  a  very  par- 
ticular regard  for  this  officer  ;  he  attended  the  prifoner  before  the  shah's  «•  pavilion, 
pleaded  his  caufe,  and  obtained  his  pardon.  Nadir,  for  the  fake  of  his  vow,  on 
dered  a  bit  of  the  ©(Tender's  ear  to  be  cut  efi^.  This  however  was  but  a  temporary 
reprieve  :  foon  after  he  was  fent  to  burn  a  Turkish  village  ;  but  before  it  was  pof 
fiWe  for  him  to  arrive  there,  he  was  recalled,  and  queftioned  why  he  had  not  per- 
formed his  orders  ;  and  after  feveral  imperious  infults,  nadir  commanded  that  he 
Ihould  be  ftrangled.  Before  the  bow-ftring  was  thrown  about  his  neck,  he  made 
a  fign,  as  if  he  had  fomething  of  importance  to  communicate  -,  and^  as  is  ufual  in 
fuch  cafes,  a  fufpenfion  was  permitted.  The  khan  availed  himfelf  of  this  interval;, 
to  plunge  out  of  the  hands  of  the  executioners  •,  and  feizing  the  fabre  of  one  near 
him,  rufhcd  forward  towards  the  shah,  who  rofc  from  his  feat,  and  retired  before 
his  enemy.  The  attendants  near  the  royal  pavilion  interpofed,  and  killed  the  delin-^ 
quent,  but  not  before  he  had  flain  three  of  them.  This  circumftance  was  one  great 
caufe,  why,  the  people  in  general,  as  well  as  the  prifoners,  who  were  brought  before 
the  shah,  were  kept  at  a  greater  diftance  than^  common.. 

The  natural  pride  of  the  human  heart  is  flattered,  when  ourfuperiors  bring  them* 
felves  down  to  our  leveh  The  general,  who  is  not  over-tender  of  his  perfon,  be- 
comes the  minion  of  the  common  foldiers  j  but  if  to  courage  he  adds  liberalityj 
he  fubdues  their  hearts.  Nadir  was  a  mafter  of  every  art  of  this  fort,  and  in  his 
firft  appearances  in  life,  gained  the  univerfal  afiedion  of  the  army.     He  was  no 

fooner 

*  Commander  ofa  thoofand  horfe..  ^  Thexircamftaiices  fecm  to  iadicate,  that  this  event  wu 

a  litde  before  he  was  declared  king;  "  ^   i^ 
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fooner  retted  with  a  command,  than  he  became  alliduous  to  ingratiate  himfdf  with 
the  foldiers,  not  only  by  procnring  them  their  pay  in  due  time,  but  alfo  good 
eloathing  at  an  eafy  price,  with  the  addition  of  occafional  gifts.  He  was  not  igno- 
rant of  the  ufe  of  clemency,  in  circumftances  of  great  importance.  A  party  of 
ousBEGs,  who  had  done  him  fignal  fervice  in  battle,  afterwards  deferted  from  him: 
he  fent  a  body  of  troops,  and  brought  them  to  his  camp  as  prifoners :  they  expefted 
death ;  but  he  bid  them  continue  to  ferve  him  faithfully,  as  they  had  already  done, 
and  made  every  private  man  the  prefent  of  fifty  crowns,  and  gave  five  hundred  to 
each  officer.  The  revolt  of  foldiers,  on  whom  he  moft  depended  for  the  fecurity 
of  his  perfon,  as  well  as  the  advancement  of  his  glory,  might  have  b€ei>'  attended 
with  very  dangerous  confequences.  But  he  no  fooner  carried  his  point,  than  he 
adopted  new  principles.  Common  prudence  indeed  obliged  him  to  be  watchful  of 
the  oeconomy  of  his  army;  yet  the  meannefs  of  his^  education  could  not  be  cor- 
refted  by  hi*  advancement  to  the  diadem;  and  whilftjealoufy  and  diftruft  became 
his  conftant  companions,  crueky  and  avarice  gained  the  afcendant  over  him,  in 
every  aftion  of  the  latter  part  of  his  life;  this  appeared  in  many  circumftances,  not 
only  towards  his  army,  but  to^the  people  in  general. 

No  part  of  n^adir's  charafter  was  more  diftinguiflled,  than  that  of  a  general ;  he 
lived  in  the  field  in  th«  fcveral  charafters  of  a  peafant,  a  captive,  a  fervant,  a  rob- 
ber, a  foldier,  a  general,  and  a  king.  Bred  up  in  all  the  arts  and  fubtleties  of  the 
TARTARS,  he  acquired  a  great  proficiency  in  the  praftical  knowledge  of  robbery. 
Hence  it  is  eafy  to  iniagine,  that  a  perfon  of  his  extraordinary  natural  talents  and 
perfonal  ftrength,  fliould  become  forward,  bold,  and  enterprizing.  Enured  to  a 
military  life,  he  acquired  a  ftrong  inclination  for  that  variety  which  a'  continued 
change  of  place  is  apt  to  create.  The  intrepidity  which  he  pofleffed  in  fo  eminent 
a  degree,  is  a  dazling  quality  among  men  profeffing  arms  ;  but  fuccefs*eftabli(hed 
his  character  as  an  able  and  fortunate  general.  His  perfon  and  voice  were  inftru- 
mental  to  his  promotion,  but  his  valor  was  not  lefs  fo.  They  feem  to  have  afted 
reciprocally  on  each  other ;  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  fuperiority  over  moft  othct 
men,  rendered  him'  dauntlefs  to  a  degree  of  amazement ;  yet  were  his  motions 
generally  dirdfted  with  great  prudence :  the  fame  prefence  of  mind  which  aflifted 
him  on  all  emergencies,  taught  him  alfo  how  to  confult  his  own  frfety  ;  for  it  can«- 
not  be  imputed  entirely  to  fortune,  that  he  was*  never  wounded. 

H I  s  qnicknefsof  obfervation  where  his  forces  were  weakeft,  and' his  prefence  of 
mind  in  fuccouring  them,  ever  gave  him  a  wonderful  fuperiority  over  his  enemiesf. 
His  refolution  feemed  to  infpire  his  people  with  a  determined  purpofe  to  conquer  or 
die ;  nor  did  his  officers  ever  behave  ill  with  impunity.  In  a<5lion,  he  generally 
tired  many  horfes,  being  never  long  miffing  where  his  prefence  was  needfuL  Up*- 
on  thefe  occafions  he  was  wont  to  addrefs  his  men  in  fuch  familiar  terms,  as  feem- 
ed to  demonftrate  an  opinion,  that  a  foldier  will  not  perform  his  duty  well,  when 
he  has  no  regard  for  his  general.  He  found  it  indifpenfaWy  neceflary  to  keep  his 
army  in  motion,  to  prevent  thofe  confpiracies,  for  which  a  great  part  of  his  fol- 
diers were  always  ripe ;  by  this  means  alfo,  the  people  in  the  remote  parts  of  thd 
empire  were  kept  in  awe,  and  he  was  ready  to  oppofe  the  invafion  of  his  neigh- 
bours,, or  to  make  conquefts« 

Asti 
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A  s  he  enjoyed  great  healcht  and  was  enured  to  exercife,  hU  aAivity  was  hardly 
to  be  exceeded.  His  mind  was  ftrongly  tindbured  with  the  notion  of  predeftina< 
tion,  and  he  became  fo  much  the  more  dauntleis  by  it ;  yet  we  do  not  find  that  he 
lell  into  the  abfurd  praftice  of  deviating  irom  the  didates  of  common  ienfe,  with 
which  this  erroneous  principle  fometimes  afiedls  its  votaries.  He  feldom  placed  a 
confidence  that  was  unnecefTaryt  or  expofed  himfelf  to  a  danger  that  was  avoid- 
able. In  the  condud  of  his  wars»  he  ever  preferred  ftratagems  to  force.  His 
inarches  were  always  amazingly  rapid,  and  his  progrels  fo  irregular,  and  contrary 
to  the  ordinary  rules  of  war,  that  he  confounded  his  enemies*  In  the  height  of  his 
grandeur  he  would  upon  any  emergency  out-march  his  baggage,  and  fuSer  any 
hardihip  incident  to  a  common  foldier.  Thus  he  often  defeated  the  bed  laid 
ichemcs  of  his  enemies,  and  attacked  them  where  they  were  leafl  able  to  defend 
themielves.  Yet  in  matters  of  the  greateft  moment,  his  refolutions  were  generally 
to  quick  and  furpalfing  ordinary  apprehenfions,  that  it  feemed  doubtful  whether 
they  were  the  eflfeds  of  a  folid  judgment,  or  a  blind  temerity.  Under  the  difficul- 
ties in  which  he  was  often  involved,  irrefolution  feemed  to  be  what  he  dreaded  moll; 
nor  did  he  dare  to  afk  advice,  left  he  iiould  weaken  the  fuperiority  by  which  he 
governed.  The  neighbouring  mahommedan  ftates,  after  fome  years  knowledge 
^f  him^  conceived  fuch  an  opinion  of  his  penetration,  and  fuch  a  dread  from  his 
fortune,  as  to  afcribe  to  him  a  kind  of  preternatural  power.  The  fame  notions, 
among  his  own  people,  often  led  them  to  betray  themfelves,  and  deiert  their  own 
caufe. 

A  s  to  religion,  it  was  uncertain  what  his  notions  were :  before  a  batde,  it  wai 
his  conftant  cuflom  to  proih-ate  himfelf  for  the  fpace  of  a  minute,  and  make  aa 
ejaculatory  prayer  -,  this  being  the  chief,  if  not  the  fole  a&  of  religion,  of  which  he 
gave  any  demonftration,  as  the  Persians  confidendy  relate  of  him. 

Never  was  a  man  more  indefatigable  with  regard  to  perfonal  application  and  at- 
tendance to  every  duty  of  a  commander :  and  it  was  his  pra<flice  in  the  height  of 
fummer,  and  fometimes  at  other  feafons,  to  come  to  his  tent  of  audience  early  ia 
the  morning,  often  making  it  a  fecond  vifit  before  noon,  and  fpending  many  hours 
pf  the  evening  in  the  fame  manner.  He  was  pun£tual  in  the  payment  of  his  army, 
and  took  a  furprifing  care  that  his  camp  fhould  be  fupplied  with  the  neceflaries  of 
life ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  received  great  advantages  by  being  the  fole  vender  of 
cloth,  and  fome  other  commodities  to  his  foldiers,  conftantly  employing  a  perfon 
under  the  denomination  of  the  shah's  merchant. 

Whether  it  arofe  from  the  fuperiority  of  his  genius  that  he  neglected  forms,  or 
from  the  narrownefs  of  his  education  that  he  could  not  fill  up  the  character,  he 
often  forgot  the  dignity  of  a  king.  Upon  the  occafion  of  his  giving  a  government 
to  a  certain  perfon,  he  fpoke  to  this  effedl :  *'  Remember  that  you  are  not  to  have 
^*  any  communication  with  the  mullah' ;  but  I  know  that  you  will  go  to  him  by 
••  night  \  and  you  will  talk  of  me ;  he  will  confefs  there  is  not  fuch  a  kingin  the  world 
^*  as  1  am,  but  at  the  fiame  time  he  will  tell  you  I  am  a  rafcal  %  and  have  no  mercy : 

.     "  take 

'    *  A  certain  prteft  whom  nadir  fufpe^ed  of  difafiedion.  ^  He  alfo  mentioned  the  room  where 

they  would  fiC»  with  other  circamftances.  '  Kurumsacc. 
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'*  take  heed  how  you  liften  to  his  fuggeftions/'  Nor  was  he  lefi  ingenuous  upon 
many  occafions.  Having  afked  if  there  were  any  prince  on  the  earth  greater  than 
himfelf  and  the  ghand  signior  ;  and  being  anfwered,  that  there  were  not  any,  be 
replied^  *•  You  are  miflaken ;  the  basha  of  bagdat  is  greater  than  either  of  us ; 
^^  for  both  of  us  have  been  endeavouring  to  reduce  him  to  our  fubjeftiooy  but  his 
'  *•  fortune  and  conduft  have  been  fuperior  to  our  attempts  '/* 

Many  circumftances  of  the  politics  of  this  extraordinary  man  were  unfathomable^ 
particularly  in  his  punifhing  offenders;  petty  crimes  he  often  chaftifed  with  heavy 
punifhments,  whilft  offences  of  the  blackefl  dye  fometimes  pafled  with  impunity^ 
or  a  flight  refentment.  Even  thofe  who  had  been  in  open  rebellion  againft  him» 
he  has  more  than  once  reinftated  in  their  office,  or  preferred  them  to  greater  dig- 
nities, of  which  TAG  HI  KHAN  is  a  remarkable  inftance.  Thus  he  feemed  inclined 
to  trufl  th^fe  who  had  been  his  avowed  enemies,  rather  than  fuch  as  he  had  not 
yet  proved. 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  reign  he  Had  no  counfellor;  and  hiV  minifters  in  moft 
repute  were  fo  far  from  being  admitted  to  any  kind  of  familiarity,  that  they  dared 
not  enter  his  tent.  When  they  had  bufinefs  with  him,  they  flood  in  die  open  air 
within  the  femicircle  of  his  attendants,  being  rarely  allowed  to  fk  down.  It  muft 
be  obferved,  that  the  rank  to  which  he  promoted  them  was  a  reward  for  their  va- 
l4)r,  and  their  knowledge  of  the  arts  of  extortion,  not  for  their  wifdom  or  probity ; 
from  whence  it  naturally  followed,  that  men  of  the  meaneft  extradion  often  poilefled 
the  higheft  offices. 

The  ftate  of.  mankind  is  fo  corrupt,  that  aftions  even  of  the  brightcft-  hue  fre- 
quently endanger  the  fecurity  of  the  aftor,  by  the  malice,  envy,  avarice,  or  ambi- 
tion of  other  men.  This  has  been  in  no  country  more  verified  in  thefe  latter  ages^ 
than  in  Persia.  To  thofe  uncommon  talents  which  nadir  poflefied,  had  he  join- 
ed humanity  and  probity  of  mind,  it  would  be  reafonable  to  think  he  might  have 
been  the  inlti;ument  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  that  unhappy  country.  But  could  a  man 
of  probity  rule  over  a  people,  whofe  corruption  rendered  them  mature  for  deftruc- 
tion  ?  Had  the  people  been  lefs  vicious,  the  vices  of  the  ufurper  could  not  have 
been  fo  deflrudtive. 

In  extenuation  of  nadir's  crimes,  great  as  they  will  ever  be  acknowledged,  there 
was  a  moral  certainty  of  his  becoming  a  facrifice  much  fooner,  had  he  been  pofllef- 
fed  of  lefs  power.  It  was  with  him,  as  with  many  great  wicked  men  before  him; 
being  advanced  in  the  perilous  paths  of  ambition,  he  found  it  dangerous  to  flop, 
and  impofTible  to  retreat  with  fafety.  Self-prefervarion  then  called  on  him  to  march 
on,  and  explore  the  giddy  heights  from  whence  he  fell,  and  involved  his  country 
in  fuch  prodigious  ruin.  We  are  apt  to  afcribe  even  the  good  anions  of  wicked 
men  to  finifter  purpofes.  There  is  no  charaftcr  without  fome  fhddes  and  mbttures 
of  virtue.  In  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  nadir  difpenfed  juftice  with  an  eqiial 
hand,  and  afFefted  the  name  of  a  jufl  king.  Great  encouragement  was  given  to 
appeal  to  him  upon  every  occafion  of  the  extortion  or  illegal  proceedings  of  his  go-^ 

vernors^i 

*  At  mcntioiied>  pag.  329,  330^ 
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vemors ;  nor  was  xedrefs  to  be  obtained  but  from  his  decrees :  fuch  was  the  abo- 
minable corruption  of  the  people.  Thus  at  a  time  when  men  of  fentiments  might 
have  ibmc  flattering  expedations  of  happy  confcqucnces  from  the  vidories  of  their 
fovcreign,  the  arts  of  venality  prevailed  fo  much,  that  even  the  royal  decrees  could 
not  be  carried  into  execution,  without  bribes  and  prefents. 

It  is  an  inconteftable  fad,  that  Persia  was  indebted  to  nadir  roult,  for  her 
deliverance  from  the  yoke  of  the  afohans:  to  him  fhe  owed  the  reftoration  of 
her  legal  fovereign ;  and  by  his  valor  and  condud  the  Persian  monarchy  recover- 
ed, in  a  little  more  than  eight  years,  the  feveral  dominions  which  had  been  torn 
fiom  her  during  the  weak  and  effeminate  reign  of  shah  hussein,  and  the  invafion 
of  the  AFGHANS  i  but  that  he  afted  on  juft  principles,  or  poflefled  iuch  abilities  as 
were  neceflary  to  fecure  all  thefe  advantages*  the  londeft  panegyrift  never  will  pre- 
tend. On  the  contrary,  it  leems  plain  from  the  iffue,  that  he  was  influenced  by 
motives  which  eclipfe  his  befl:  adions,  and  that  he  afpired  at  the  fovereignty  from 
his  firft  defeat  of  the  Afghans.  Many  caufes  coincided  to  flatter  the  highefl:  cx- 
pe&ation  that  could  be  formed  in  his  brcaft ;  of  thefe  the  great  corruption  of  the 
people  muft  have  been  the  chief;  whilft  the  weaknefsof  shah  TiC^HMAS  opened 
ibch  a  profpefk  to  him  of  mounting  to  the  fupreme  power,  as  could  not  be  refifted 
by  a  man,  in  whofe  mind  all  moral  confiderations  gave  way  to  his  ambitioa. 


PART 
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THE 

Short    and    unfortunate    reign  of 
A  D  I  L     SHAH. 

Ali  kouli  khan  eUBedking  of  Persia  at  MEScttED.  He  fends  his  brother  ibra- 
HIM  myrza  to  ISFAHAN;  and  commtts  fcverol  cTuelttes.  Hejqlicitsthefriendfhip 
of  RUSSIA.  The  revolt  of  AM  VK  aslan  khan;  alfo  of  ibrahim  myrza.  The 
death  of  zoRAB  khan.     The  defeat  of  adil  shah,  and  his  brother  ibrahim 

MYRZA,    (^C. 

EUROPE  feems  to  be  very  imperfe&ly  acquainted  ^kh  the  confequences  of  I747» 
the  death  of  the  ufurper  nadir  ;  even  the  Russians  and  the  turks,  who 
are  beft  fituated  to  receive  information,  have  not,  I  believe,  the  moft  per- 
fect accounts ;  and  are  moreover  intercfted^  either  to  conceal  or  miifreprefent  thofe 
which  reach  them.  The  fpillingt^  nadir's  blood  has  been  a  fre(h  foufce  of  cala- 
mities to  the  PERSIANS.  I  have  mentioned  fome  few  particulars^  fo  far  as  they  re- 
late to  our  unfortunate  trade  over  the  Caspian  sea  *•  All  that  I  hav^  to  add,  is 
a  fhort  account  of  Ibme  events  which  followed  the  cataftrophe  of  the  ufurper. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  mustapha  khan  Wasofi  an  embafTy  to  Tur- 
key, when  nadir's  death  happened.  Providence  feemcd  to  interpofe  for  his  fecu- 
rity,  who  was  one  of  the  very  few  honed  men  in  per si a.  As  he  was  prevented 
from  being  a  fpeftator,  it  is  probable  he  efcaped  being  a  fharer  alfo,  in  the  un- 
happy fate  of  his  mafter.  He  was  arrived  in  the  Turkish  dominions  when  the 
news  reached  him  -,  and  4ie  thought  it  neceflSiry  for  his  fectsrity  to  proceed  with  all 
his  retinue  to  Constantinople.  In  the  mean  while,  the  Turkish  embaflador, 
who  was  coming  to  confirm  the  peace  lately  concluded,  had  the  good  fortune  to 
reach  bagdat  with  all  the  valuable  prefents  which  he  was  carrying  to  the  Persian 
court.  As  to  KNEz  GALiTZEN,  the  news  of  nadir's  violent  death  no  fooner  ar- 
rived at  RESHD,  than  he  retired  to  astrachan  by  fea,  as  well  to  inform  his  court 
of  this  extraordinary  event,  and  provide  for  the  fafety  of  his  own  perfon,  as  to  re- 
ceive frelh  inftruftions. 

Ali  kouli  khan  how  made  no  fecret,  that  he  had  been  the  chief  inftigator  of 

the  confpiracy  againft  bis  «incle,  and  as  fuch  was  confidered  as  beft  entitled  to  the 

Vol,  II.  M  m  fti  diadem. 

»  Sec  Vol.  II.  page  341,  ic. 
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1747.  diadem.  As  he  had  been  governor  of  mesched,  no  officer  could  boaft  of  fuperior 
honors  j  and  as  the  nephew  of  the  late  tyrant,  he  had  been  refpcifted :  but  though 
he  was  fo  nearly  related  to  nadir,  he  had  very  little  refemblance  in  his  difpofition; 
his  tempter  was  free,  open  and  generous ;  but  he  was  not  without  the  reputation  of 
being  a  good  foldier. 

The  news  of  his  uncle's  death  was  no  Iboner  brought  to  him  %  than  he  came  to 
MESCHED,  where  he  put  on  the  royal  diadem,  and  took  the  name  of  aoil  shah  ^ 
with  the  feeming  applaufe  of  the  inhabitants,  and  began  his  reign  in  a  very  popular 
manner.  In  confidcration  of  the  great  poverty  of  the  people ;  he  remitted  the  taxes 
over  the  whole  empire,  and  performed  other  afts  of  clemency.  But  at  the  fame 
time,  according  to  the  execrable  policy  of  mahommedam  princes,  he  imbrued. his 
hands  in  the  blood  of  his  neareft  relations.  Nesr  alx  mvrza  firft  fell  a  facrtfice 
to  his  jcaloufy,  nor  did  he  fpare  the  blind  riza  kouli.  Different  accounts  were 
given  of  his  condu<5t  towards  shahrokh,  the  fon  of  this  blind  prince,  and  grand- 
Ion 'of  NADIR.  Whether  the  real  shahrokh  furvivcd  this  evenr,  or  not;  one 
under  this  name,  who  pretended  to  be  the  identical  perfon,  foon  after  aflumed  the 
diadem,  as  we  (hall  relate.  Tho'  ali  had  the  reputation  of  being  humane  ^  yet  his 
cruelty  did  not  itop  at  the  deflrutStion  of  the  fons  of  nadir,  for  he  alio  cauicd  fe- 
vcralof  his  uncle's  women,  who  were  with  child,  to  be  ripped  up. 

KiAlat,  with  all  the  treafure  in  it  being  furrendered  up  to  him,  to  M  appear- 
ance  the  mdl  prudent  ftep  which  this  new  king  could  take,  was  to  march  imme- 
diately to  ISFAHAN,  and  carry  with  him  a  great  pare  of  .his  riches.  Nadir's  army 
being  for  the  mod  part  difperfed,  he  could  have  left  a  fufficient  number  of  troops 
on  the  eaftern  frontiers,  and  then  railing  a  new  army,  eftablifh  himfelf  on  the  bafis 
of  a  military  government,  ib  efllential  to  the  fupport  of  his  fovereignty.  But  fae  was 
blind  to  the  danger  to  which  he  was  expofed,  and  triumplung  in  a  fond  fecurity 
from  his  immenie  riches,  abandoned  himfelf  to  his  favorite  gratifications  of  women 
and  wine,  and  fent  his  brother  ibrahim  khan,  whom  we  (hall  now  call  ibrahim 
myrzaS  to  ISFAHAN,  in  order  to  raife  recruits. 

His  next  bufinefs  was  to  excufe  himfelf  for  the  (hare  he  had  in  the  murder  of  his 
uncle }  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  make  his  intentions  known  to  the  people,  with 
regard  to  their  future  relief  from  that  infupportable  tyranny,  which  had  been  exer- 
ciied  over  them ;  fo  that  this  event  might  afford  them  all  the  joy  and  coniblation 
which  was  natural  to  expe£t  from  fuch  a  deliverance. 

The  following  decree,  which  he  fent  to  reshd  in  the  provhicc  of  ghilan,  give^ 
OS  an  idea  of  the  (late  of  affairs  aftw  weeks  after  nadir's  death. 

*•  Whekein 

■  It  is  a  circnmftaiice  not  an  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  mefleoger  wha  was  ient  with  nadir's  head' 
fOALiKOVLZKHANy  loft  It  by  the  way  ;  and,  to  fave  his  credit,  produced  that  of  another  man. 

*  The  joft  king.  *  According  to  the  accounts  we  had  at  that  time  from  psrsia,  it  wa» 

doubtful  whether  the  real  shahrokh  was  put  to  death,  or  not;  fome  report  that  he  was  previoufly 
fent  away  into  fafe  cuflody  ;  others,  that  he  was  prefent,  but  fpared  at  the  inftigation  of  the  prieft,  as 
the  only  remaining  blood,  on  the  mother's  fide,  of  the  seffik  family.  *  As  the.  brother 

of  a  king,  we  now  call  him  m^yrza,  or  prince. 
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,    **  WhEREIK  STANDS  '747* 

"  The  kingdom  of  GOD, 

SHAH  AND  sovereign  of  the  empire, 

**  A  SERVANT  or  ALI, 

"    A  MANDATE  WHICH  THE  WHOLE  WORLD  OBEYS  •. 

^'  The  noble  and  honorable  cheicr  el  islam  ^ ;  the  r  azzi  "" ;  theelders  and  all 
**  fubjeftsi  the  poor  and  opprcfied  inhabitants  of  reshd,  lahijan,  rancoute, 
"  KESicAR,  FUMiN,  SHEFTA,  KUGDUM  %  and  the  pi accs  thcrcunto  belonging ;  to 
*^  whom  the  Almighty  has  granted  his  unutterable  mercies ;  who  are  afiured  of, 
♦'  and  exalted  by  our  incomparable  fovereign  favor;  fhall  know,  in  what  manner 
^*  the  wickednefs  of  the  barbarous  monarch  ^  hath  prevailed.  All  nations  and  lan« 
*'  guages,  the  exalted  and  the  humble,  the  good  and  the  bad  fubjefts  of  the  em- 
^'  pire  of  IRAN  ^  are  too  well  acquainted  with  his  proceedings.  Their  inceflknt 
**  cries  and  lamentations  have  reached  even  unto  the  heavens.  By  putting  out  the 
"  eyes  of  the  inhabitants,  depriving  them  of  their  lives ;  and  felling  the  fons  and 
*'  daughters  of  mufiulmen ;  even  the  feven  celeftial  circles  »  were  moved  to  compaf- 
**  fion.  In  a  word,  the  extortion  of  elphs  ^  and  crores  *  has  been  the  caufe  of  mul- 
*'  titudes  of  people  lofins  their  fight  ^ ;  whilft  the  tyrannical  monarch  barbaroufly 
**  erefted  lofty  towers  of  human  heads  through  the  provinces,  exceeding  all  the 
*•  cruelties  of  paft  ages.  At  length  our  fovereign  majefty  commanded  the  moft  emi- 
^^  nent  and  high  inftru£led,  mahommed  kouli  khan,  our  kurchi  bashi  i,  that 
**  he  fhould  prevail  on  the  afshar  guards,  to  feize  and  remove  the  tyrant;  thus 
**  performing  a  fervice  highly  beneficial  to  the  public  welfare,  reftoring  reft  and 
*'  tranquillity  to  the  nation.  Mahommed  kouli  khan  did  not  refufe  to  obey.  All 
"  perfons  of  diftindion,  and  the  whole  army  near  our  viftorious  and  fplended  ftir- 
**  rup,  were  anxious  to  extirpate  the  deep-rooted  violences  and  oppreflions  of  this 
•*  tyrannical  king.  We  therefore  marched  at  the  head  of  our  forces  from  fe- 
**  RAO  and  HERAT,  and  came  with  hafte  for  that  purpofe;  but  on  our  arrrival  on 
*•  the  borders  of  terbedshan,  news  came  that  the  afshar  guards  had  already 
*'  feized  the  tyrant.  In  the  mean  while  there  happened  a  commotion  among  the 
*'  tartars  ",  for  the  fupprelfion  of  which  there  was  no  other  remedy  than  to  give 
**  the  tyrant  the  reward  of  his  adions. 

"  The  fort  of  KiELAT,  which  the  late  king  had  fpent  many  years  in  rendering 
**  impregnable,  thanks  to  the  Moft  High,  was  in  one  day  broudit  under  our  fub- 
*^  jeftion  bysEGRABBEG,  whom  we  fent  thither  for  that  purpole. 

M  m  m  2  "As 

'  This  was  theinfcription  on  the  royal  fignet,  which  they  place  at  the  head  of  the  decree. 

'^  Chief  of  religion.  Islam  tve  have  obferved  iigni/ies  fafcty ;  by  which  is  meant  theMAHOMMEDAX 
religion.  ^  Judges.  '  Thefe  are  diftrids  in  and  about  ghilan.  ^  Nadir. 

Persia.  s  1  he  planets.     .  ^  Five  hundred  thoufand  hazardenaer,  or  one  hundred 

twenty-five  thoufand  pounds.  '  Ten  elphs,  or  hvc  millions  of  crowns,  or  one  million  two 

hundred  fifty  thoufana  pounds,  are  equal  to  a  crore  in  india.  i^  He  here  quotes  a  text  out  of 

the  khoran,  which  is  very  obfcure,  and  contradidory.  I  have  heard  that  the  number  of  perfons  bUnded, 
was  not  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  ;  but  this  feems  to  be  exaggerated.  '  Page  1 3 1  of  this  volume. 

"^  Ali  difguifes  the  real  fa6t,  but  gives  fome  light  in  regard 'to  theconteft  between  the  tartars  and 
pvRsi  ANs.  lie  feems  to  a/Tume  the  merit  of  removing  his  ancle,  but  yet  to  impute  the  execution  to  the 
afsiiars,  who  were  nadiR^s  body-guard. 
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1747.  **  As  foon  as  thefe  happy  tidings  reached  our  ears,  we  marched  to  the  holy 
*'  city  of  MESCHED,  where  all  the  minifters,  comrtianding  officers,  and  perfons  of 
**  diftinftion  prcfent,  did  with  one  common  voice  intreat  our  majefty  to  take  upon 
"  us  the  government  of  the  empire,  to  rebuild  the  ruined  houfes,  and  repair  the 
•*  defolations  of  Persia.  They  prefented  as  their  interceflbr  the  holy  faint,  who  is 
'*  buried  in  that  city  %  and  would  not  defift  from  their  importunity. 

**  When  wc  confidered  the  fad  ftate  of  the  Persians  for  fcveral  years  pad,  who 
**  had  been  obliged  not  only  to  deliver  up  all  their  fubftance,  but  thcmfelves,  and 
"  their  families,  to  be  flaughtered  **,  we  thought  it  neceflary  to  (hew  our  fovereign 
**  favor  to  the  oppreffed  j  to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  heaven-,  to  fatisfy  the  creatures 
*'  of  GoD»  and  to  gain  the  love  of  the  people.  We  have  therefore  been  gracioufly 
"  pleafed  to  order,  and  do  hereby  command,  that  the  new  contributions  in  money  % 
•*  impofed  on  fubjeils  and  ftrangers,  (hall  from  henceforward  ceafe  and  be  annulled. 
^*  Wc  likewifc  difchargc  the  colkftors  S  who  are  in  your  province,  and  you  are  to 
**  fend  them  to  our  court.  But  the  money  and  cflfefts  belonging  to  the  crown, 
**  which  arc  already  collcded,  ftiall  be  accounted  for  *.  All  the  other  revenues  for 
*'  this  year,  as  alfo  all  taxes  for  the  following  two  years,  wc  do  moft  gracioufly 
^^  forgive,  that  the  fubjeih  of  islam,  and  all  other  religions,  as  likewifc  the  in- 
"  DiANs  and  others,  who  for  fomc  years  have  been  fubjed  to  every  kind  of  tor- 
**  turc  and  oppreflion,  may  enjoy  an  uninterrupted  £irety  and  tranquillity,  and 
**  folicit  the  MOST  HIGH  for  our  welfare. 

**  What  concerns  the  fupport  of  poft-horfes  ',  thofe  to  whom  this  office  belongs 
*^  ihall  take  proper  care  ;  and  for  the  future  double  the  number  of  horfes  (hall  be 
**  kept  at  each  (tage,  as  was  lately  ordered ;  and  the  money  for  maintaining  of  them 
**  (hall  be  taken  out  of  the  treafury  of  the  province.  In  ca(c  of  any  deficiency,  a 
*'  reprefentation  being  made  to  us,  it  (hall  be  fupplied  from  other  treafuries. 

•*  For  (ettling  the  accounts  of  this  year,  two  or  three  writers  and  calentars  (half 
*'  be  fent  to  our  high  court.  And  concerning  the  cftates,  which  in  the  late  reign 
"  were  taken  from  numbers  of  the  people,  we  (hall  order  an  infpeflion  to  be  made, 
**  and  a  circumftantial  account  thereof  to  be  (ent  to  us.  And  that  every  one  may  be 
*'  fatisfied  in  this  particular,  we  (hall  without  delay  appoint  a  proper  peribn  for  .that 
"  purpofe.     Given  in  the  month  of  dschemadielsam,  1160'.*' 

Ali  having  made  (bme  difpodtions  for  (ettling  his  government,  he  came  with  a 
body  of  forces  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  the  year  at  the  palace  of  ashreff  \  near 
the  midft  of  the  fouth-coaft  of  the  Caspian  sea.  In  that  fituation  he  hoped  to  fup- 
prefs  any  infurreftion  that  might  arife  in  the  northern  provinces,  prefuming  that 
his  brother  i  bra  him  myrza  would  proted  the  (biith,  wbilft  in  cafe  of  neceffity  he 

might 

*  The  fepnlchre  of  i  m  a  m  r  1 2  a  often  mentioned.  ^  Here  he  qoofees  anodier  text  out  of  the 
khoran.  *•  You  are  all  (hcphcrds,  and  every  one  craves  from  yoo;*'  by  which  I  fuppofe  k  meant,  that 
in  confeqnenceof  an  abafed  authority,  every  fabjeA  was  pillaged.  '  Provifions,  &c.  were  feme- 
times  demanded.  ^Mohasils.  *  The  term  is,  entered  in  the  ca(h-book.  ^  The 
reader  will  obferve  in  feveral  pafTages  of  thefe  volumes,  that  the  bad  condud  of  couriers  was  one  of  the 
grievous  opprei&ons  under  which  pbrsia  groaned.                   >  About  the  beginning  of  juLr  1747. 

*  Sec  Vol,  I.  page  199,  200. 
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might  again  direft  his  march  eaftward.    In  the  mean  while  amur  aslan  khan  ac- 1747. 
knowledged  the  fovereignty  of  this  new  king,  and  commanded  in  the  weft.     This 
perfon  was  an  officer  of  great  experience,  was  a  relation,  and  had  been  a  favorite  of 
NADIR  ;  he  was  now  in  shirvan  at  the  head  of  thirty  thoiifand  men. 

In  order  to  confirm  the  peace  which  nadir  had  made  with  the  turks,  adil 
SHAH  fent  an  envoy-extraordinary  to  the  porte,  to  fignify  his  exaltation  to  the 
throne  of  persia,  and  his  inclination  to  live  in  harmony  with  the  grand  signigr  : 
this  minifter  accordingly  arrived  there  in  april  i  748.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  ill 
the  TURKS  would  relifli  the  advancement  of  a  nephew  of  nadir.  That  Providence 
had  thus  removed  him,  who  had  been  fo  great  an  objeft  of  their  terror,  afforded 
great  fatisfaftion  ;  but  their  ambition  was  to  fee  that  army  cruflied,  which  had 
been  lb  often  the  inftrument  of  fhedding  fuch  ftrearns  of  their  blood,  and  making 
them  tremble  in  their  very  capital.  The  refult  of  this  embaffy  was,  that  the  two 
courts  fliould  mutually  lend  embafladors  with  the  ufual  pomp  and  formalities  :  In 
the  mean  while,  we  arc  left  to  imagine  that  the  Turkish  partizans  would  not  be 
idle  in  fomenting  that  civil  difcord  in  Persia,  which  they  had  found  fo  advanta- 
geous i  fince  without  the  expence  of  blood  and  treafure,  without  danger  or  incon- 
venience, they  could  thus  look  on  and  fee  their  natural  enemy  tearing  out  her  own 
bowels. 

Adil  shah  was  not  left  afHduous  to  cultivate  the  moft  perfeft  amity  with  the 
RUSSIANS.  The  retreat  of  the  embaflador  knez  gallitzen  from  ghilan,  had 
given  the  Persian  minifters  fome  alarms.  Koulifa,  who  had  been  formerly  em- 
baflador in  RUSSIA,  wrote  to  the  Russian  embaflador  in  September  :  the  follow- 
ing extract  contains  the  moft  material  part  of  the  letter. 

"  May  your  eminence's  blefled  health,  by  the  grace  of  the  Almighty,  endure  to 
"  the  end  of  the  world.  I  have. had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  feveral  friendly  let- 
"  ters,  fent  through  the  hands  of  the  moft  noble  and  moft  honorable  of  the  religion 
"  of  MESSIAH,  the  refident  of  the  high  imperial  court  of  Russia  ;  but  I  have  not 
"  received  any  anfwer.  I  long  with  impatience  for  your  arrival ;  God  grant  it  may 
*•  be  foon,  that  we  may  once  more  happily  fee  each  other. 

"  I  NOW  acquaint  you,  as  I  have  already  done,  that  his  majefly,  equal  in  dig- 

**  nity  to  ALEXANDER,  and  in  fervants  to  darius,  protestor  of  the  whole  world, 

"  ADIL  SHAH,  whofc  reign  may  the  Moft  High  preferve  for  ever,  and  my  foul 

**  ferve  him  as  a  facrifice,  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  mount  the  throne  of  ir an. 

"  Thus  by  tjp  help  of  God,  the  government  of  the  whole  empire  is  in  the  high 

**  power  of  his  majcfty,  the  moft  gracious  and  juft  monarch.     The  fort  Ki^ELAT, 

«*  with  all  the  treafures  and  riches  therein  contained,  is  in  his  majefty*s  poflcflion  ; 

"  and  the  enemies-  of  his  everlafting  court,  thus  eftablifhed  by  the  Almighty,  are 

**  utterly  extirpated. 

"  It  will  appear  to  you  by  the  copy  of  the  mandate  inclofed,  that  the  moft  gra- 
"  cious  monarch  did  imagine  you  yet  refided  at  rbshd,  therefore  he  commanded 
**  me  to  wait  on  your  cminency  j  and  ordered  the  moft  noble  achmed  khan 

"  to 
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I747*  '^  to  convoy  you  to  mazanderan,  where  the  moft  worthy  mahommsd  ali  bbg^ 
^*  khajar,  of  noble  defcent,  will  meet  and  condu&  you  with  all  due  honor  to  the 
^*  shah's  high  court.     To  conclude,  I  wifli  the  days  of  blifs  may  lafl:  for  ever.*' 

This  letter  was  accompanied  with  long  inftruAions  from  the  shah  to  koulifa^ 
to  fhew  all  poflible  honor  to  the  embaflador.  Achmrd  khan  had  alio  commands 
to  the  iame  purpofe,  all  demonftrative  of  his  defire  of  fupporting  the  beft  correspon- 
dence with  his  neighbours  the  Russians.  Within  very  few  weeks  after  nadir's 
deaths  and  before  he  came  to  the  palace  of  ashreff,  the  shah  himfelf  fent  a  letter 
to  the  embaflador  calitzen.  Like  others,  it  was  marked  with  his  feal  at  tha 
head,  viz. 

"  Wherein  stands 

**  The  kingdom  of  GOD, 

**  Sovereign  of  the  empire, 

*•    A    SERVANT    of    ALI. 

*'  The  moft  eminent,  high  appointed,  noble  and  high  entrufted  embaflador, 
^'  from  the  mod  exalted  imperial  court  of  russia,  knez  calitzen,  fliali  be  af- 
^*  fured  of  our  fovereign  favor,  and  know,  that  the  vile  difpofition  and  corrupted 
^*  nature  of  the  late  monarch  furpafled  all  bounds.  How  cruel  his  proceedings 
^'  have  been,  you  will  be  circumffauitially  mformed  in  due  time. 

^'  At  preient  you  are  acquainted  that  our  fovereign  majefly,  by  the  grace  and 
^'  afliftance  of  God,  has  been  highly  pleaded  to  take  the  throne  of  the  Persian  em- 
^*  pire  i  at  which  time  it  has  been  reprefented  to  us,  that  your  eminence  has  been 
**  fent  here  as  an  embaflador,  from  the  moft  puifiant  and  imperial  court  of  Russia  ; 
^^  and  that  the  moft  eminent  serdbr*,  amur  aslan  khan,  NEDScHEfF  beg,  and 
*•  other  commanders  did  receive  your  eminence  on  the  borders  of  Persia,  but  made 

fuch  bad  preparations  for  your  journey  through  shir  van,  as  created  a  difguft, 

for  which  they  fhall  be  accountable. 


cc 


"  And  whereas  it  has  been  reprelented  to  our  majcfty,  that  your  eminence  is  cn- 

••  dowed  with  good  underftanding,  a  quick  infight,  and  a  decent  behaviour  in  all 

**  things  ^ ;  and  fent  exprefsly  with  fo  great  a  power  to  our  high  court,  to  elhblrfh 

"  amity  ;  therefore  we  hope  you  will  net  be  offended  on  account  of  thefe  accidents. 

"  And  as  we  are  inclined  to  fupport  the  friendftjip  and  harmony  between  our  fove- 

"  reign  majefty  and  her  imperial  majefty  of  Russia  ;  and  likewlfe  to  Ihew  you  all 

"  honor,  we  defire  you  will  proceed  with  the  utmoft  confidence  to  ^%  high  court. 

"  Given  in  the  month  of  redshebel  ii6o\*' 

This  new  king  was  too  much  inclined  to  peace,  to  ne^ed  the  cultivation  of  a 
good  underftanding  with  his  neighbours ;  and  to  be  wanting  in  nothing  that  could 
be  agreeable  to  Russia,  he  prepared  an  embafly  with  a  view  to  make  a  dcfenfive 
and  oflfenfive  alliance  with  that  court,  and  alio  a  treaty  of  commerce,  which  might 

be 

■  General.  ^  This  is  the  common  flattering  ftile  of  the  Persians.  «  The  beginning 

of  JULY  1747,  fent  from  mesched.     The  new  shah  was  yet  at  mesched,  and  appoinced  conroys 
for  the  embaiTadory  to  condudl  him  from  astrabad  to  DSHAOSHiaiM  and  bsjehaiu. 
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be  beneficial  to  the  fiibjcfts  of  both  empires.     Emiffaries  from  the  Persian  court  '747* 
were  aftually  fent  to  astrachan  *.     TTfic  Russians  proceed  with  great  caution  in 
their  oriental  treaties,  and  generally  divert  tlte  Persians  in  astr achan  for  feveral 
months,  before  they  conduct  them  «o  court.     Under  the  precarious  ciraimftances 
of  the  PERSIAN  king,  doubtlefs  many  reafons  occurred  for  afting  with  refcrve. 

The  beginning  of  this  year  opened  a  «ew  fcene,  not  Icfs  fatal  or  bloody  than  any  1748. 
of  the  preceding.  Amur  asl an  khan,  who  commanded  in  the  weftern  provinces, 
and  refidedat  tavris,  already  gave  indications  of  his  defign  to  revolt.  The  shah 
being  arrived  at  ashReff,  fent  feveral  meflages  to  him,  defiring  him  to  come  to 
court :  lie  feigned  various  excufes,  and  at  length  threw  off  the  maft:  by  kifling  the 
couriers  whom  the  king  had  appointed  to  conduft  him.  This  event  was  foon  fol- 
lowed by  an  aft  of  hoftility,  not  only  in  violation  of  his  duty  as  a  fubjed:,  but  alfo 
of  the  laws  of  juftice  and  hofpitality.  To  what  extremities  will  not  a  falfe  ambition 
hurry  its  votaries  !  This  khan,  who  was  the  exaft  copy  of  his  tutor  and  late  mafter 
NADIR  shah,  began  to  be  fenfible  of  the  impoflibility  of  fupporting  an  army  without 
money;  nor  could  he  procure  any confiderable  fupplies  from  adbrbeitzan,  shir- 
van,  or  any  of  the  neighboimng  provinces  where  his  jurifdidion  reached  :  he 
therefore  refolvcd  to  obtain  by  robbery,  what  he  could  not  procure  by  any  appear- 
ance of  equity.  He  knew  that  the  English  faftors  in  reshd  were  poflefled  of  a 
fum  of  money,  which  no  doubt  was  reprefented  to  him  as  much  larger  than  it  really 
•was  ;  he  therefore  fent  riza  kouli  khan  with  a  body  of  feventeen  hundred  Af- 
ghans, to  pillage  thefe  unfortunate  ftrangcrs,  who  had  given  him  no  offen(;p. 
Thefe  forces  arrived  in  reshd  the  twentieth  of  January.  The  governor,  achmed 
khan,  retired  to  lahijan,  not  bring  in  a  capacity  to  protedl  the  city :  thus  the 
enemy  were  left  to  follow  the  didates  of  their  own  wild  fuggeftions ;  whilft  the 
villainy  of  fome  of  the  inhabitants  prompted  them  to  fhare  the  plunder,  by  pur- 
chafing  the  fiolen  goods  at  a  very  inconfiderable  price  \  The  English  faftors  took 
the  precaution  to  retire  with  their  money ;  but  their  effeds  became  a  prey,  and 
were  totally  pillaged,  with  circumftances  that  proved  the  madnefs  of  the  times,  and 
the  deftruftive  confecjuences  ^  of  civil  war.  The  city  of  rhshd  however  efcaped  be- 
ing plundered  ;  for  it  fcemed  to  be  the  intention  of  amur  asl  an  khan,  to  fupport 
fome  reputation,  in  hopes  of  i)eing  acknowledged  in  a  very  fhort  time  as  the  {ovq- 
reign  of  persia. 

The  news  of  this  incurfion  no  fooner  reached  ashreff,  than  adil  shah  dif- 
patched  a  body  of  his  troops  to  reshd.  The  Afghans,  loaded  with  their  plunder,. 
were  marching  back,  but  returned  no  farther  than  keskar,  when  achmed  khan, 
9t  the  head  of  the  shah*s  troops,  came  up  with  them,  and  totally  defeated  them  **. 
Their  fpoil  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  shah*s  forces,  who  it  was  but  natural  to  ex- 
pedt,  as  they  were  fent  for  the  fupport  of  government,  and  the  fuccour  of  the  in- 
jured, (hould  have  made  it  their  chief  bufinefs  to  obtain  reftitution  ;  but  this  was  a 
degree  of  virtue  which  thfcy  did  not  even  attempt.  Amur  aslan  khan  having 
met  with  this  defeat,  refolved  to  remain  only  on  the  defenfive  ;  he  was  already  in 
correlpondency  with  the  king's  brother,  ibrahim  myrza,  and  if  we  may  judge 

from 
•  See  Vol.  I.  page  345.  *  See  Vol.  I.  pag(?  34},  ^  See  VoL  I.  page  343. 

^  See  Vol.  I.  page  343, 
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1 748.  from  circumftanccs,  was  the  chief  promoter  of  the  rebellion  of  this  young  prince 
againft  his  brother ;  fecrctly  intending  to  reap  the  fruits  of  that  quarrel,  in  which 
he  hoped  to  fee  them  foon  involved  ^  fince,  by  playing  one  againft  the  other,  his 
expectations  were  in  the  higheft  degree  flatterc(d»  that  he  (hould  obtain  the  diadem 
himielf. 

Adil  shah  finding  that  he  had  a  formidable  enemy  to  contend  with  in  the  weft, 
fent  orders  to  his  brother  ibrahim  in  Isfahan,  to  come  to  his  fuccour  with  a  lai^ 
body  of  forces,  defigning,  as  foon  as  the  fpring  was  a  little  farther  advanced,  to 
march  againft  amur  aslan  khan.  Ibrahim,  who  was  now  only  twenty-cwo 
years  of  age,  in  the  vanity  of  his  heart,  thought  it  abfurd,  at  the  head  of  a  nume- 
rous body  of  forces,  to  be  any  thing  lefs  than  a  king  :  the  revolt  of  amur  aslan 
KHAN  had,  in  his  fond  imagination,  prepared  fo  eafy  a  means  of  obtaining  the 
diadem,  that  he  had  little  more  to  do  than  to  receive  it.  But  in  order  to  bring 
about  another  revolution,  it  was  neceflary  to  render  his  brother's  government  odious 
to  the  people,  at  leaft  to  fecure  the  inclination  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  under  his 
command.  Here  again  religion  was  the  plea,  and  the  very  motive  which  ought  to 
have  difpofed  their  minds  to  a  grateful  fubmiffion  to  the  difpenfation  of  Providence, 
was  proftituted  to  the  purpofes  of  wild  ambition. 

Ali  kouli  khan,  from  a  certain  generofity  of  difpofition,  had,  ever  fince  he 
was  appointed  governor  of  meschbd,  fiiewn  a  particular  regard  to  the  chriftians  : 
his  favorite  wife  was  a  Georgian  lady  of  the  religion  of  her  country,  and  for  whom 
he  had  an  entire  afFedtion.  Being  now  advanced  to  the  regal  dignity,  he  promoted 
her  brother  zorab  khan  to  the  office  of  his  treafurer,  and  commander  of  his 
army.  The  shah  Icemed  in  this  to  err  in  judgment,  as  it  had  not  been  lately  a 
praAice  to  commit  fo  high  a  truft  to  one  born  a  chriftian,  and  who,  it  might  be  pre- 
fumed,  ftill  inclined  to  that  perfuafion.  This  was  the  pretended  caufe  of  Ibrahim's 
difafFcftion  to  his  brother. 

The  shah  had  foon  reafon  to  fear  that  the  authority  which  he  had  given  to  ibra- 
him MYRZA  to  raife  forces,  was  not  employed  agreeably  to  his  intentions.  Under 
this  apprehenfion,  he  fent  his  brother-in-law  zorab  khan  to  Isfahan  with  the 
ftrongeft  afllirances  of  his  affeftion,  and  with  promifes  to  gratify  him  in  any  thing 
that  was  reafonable  j  and  that  he  might  fee  by  the  dignity  of  the  meflenger,  in  what 
high  efteem  he  held  him.  It  is  reaibnable  to  prefume  that  the  shah  was  fincere, 
and  from  thence  flattered  himfelf  into  a  belief  that  his  brother  ibrahim  might  be 
won  over  to  a  fenfe  of  duty.*  If  thefe  were  not  his  fentiments,  it  was  highly  impo- 
litic to  truft  his  brother-in-law  in  the  pofleffion  of  his  enemy  :  the  event  proved  that 
this  young  man  was  not  to  be  brought  over  by  in  treaties,  for  zorab  khan  loon 
after  his  arrival  was  treachcroufly  put  to  death  as  he  was 'bathing. 

Ibrahim  mvrza  having  thus  thrown  off  the  ma(k,- wrote  to  mehtie  khan% 
one  of  the  shah's  generals,  inviting  him  and  the  foldiers  under  his  command  to 
take  part  with  him  againft  the  king.     He  could  not  corrupt  this  general,  but  be 

brought 

*  This  18  the  man  who  wrote  k  ADiL'5[hifh)ry,  whkh  has  never  yet  appeared  in  the  worid^  i^^ff^* 
bably  never  will. 
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brought  over  part  of  his  forces.  The  shah  finding  his  fecurity  thus  endangered,  174^. 
wrote  to  his  brother  in  very  affedionate  and  pathetic  terms,  reprefenting  the  dread- 
ful calamities  of  civil  war,  and  that  his  revolt  muft  neceflarily  bring  on  the  total 
ruin  of  their  poor  country,  already  in  an  expiring  condition,  with  the  wounds  it 
had  received  by  the  cruelty  and  ambition  of  their  uncle :  at  the  fame  time  he  made 
propofals  of  a  compofition,  which  might  gratify  his  brother's  defire  of  a  ftatc  in  a 
great  meafure  independent.  Thofe  who  wilhed  well  to  the  tranquillity  of  Persia, 
flattered  themfelves  with  fome  hopes^  that  poffi.bly  the  two  brothers  might,  by 
Iharing  the  fovereignty,  unite  in  one  common  intereft,  and  by  quafliing  amuh^ 
ASLAN  KHAN,  rcftore  the  kingdom  to  peace ;  but  that  was  only  a  fond  prefump- 
tion:  the  fame  difpoficion  which  determined  ibrahim  to  revolt,  rendered  a  com- 
promife  of  that  kind  impradlicable,  i»^re  fuch  union  confident  in  the  nature  of 
things. 

Ih  the  mean  while,  the  minds  of  the  people  Were  diilraded  with  anxiety,  con- 
cerning the  iilue  of  a  war,  which  would  probably  afibrd  occafion  for  freOi  compe^ 
titions,  and  involve  their  unhappy  country  in  inextricable  miferies.  No  recourfe 
now  remained  but  that  of  arms.  In  the  month  of  may,  a  oil  shah  marched  with 
a  great  body  of  forces  from  mazanderan,  through  a  narrow  pafs  in  nx>unt  tau^ 
It  us,  towards  the  plains  of  casbin,  where  he  had  appointed  his  rendezvous.  Acri- 
Mbd  khan,  with  a  ftrong  reinforcement  from  ghilan,  was  ordered  to  march  through 
tbe  ftreig^  of  that  province  to  meet  him.  Ibrahim  myrza  at  the  head  of  his 
army,  had  already  left  rsrAHAN,  and  having  notice  of  the  intended  jundHoil  of  hit 
bf'other's  armies,  made  forced  marches  in  order  to  initrcept  achmbd  khan,  which 
he  accompliflied  withoirt  the  lofs  of  any  Uood.  This  unhappy  general  fell  in  with 
the  enemy's  camp  early  in  the  morning,  miftaking  it  fer  a  body  of  forces  belonging 
to  the  SHAH  his  mafter,  and  was  taken  prilbner  by  ibrahim  mtr^a.  We  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  that  achmsd  khan  c^ve  the  firft  check  to  the  arms  oi  amur  as^ 
tAN  khan*  Ibrahim  therefore  thought  he  could  not  make  his  court  more  agrees 
ably  to  his  confederate,  than  by  (ending  this  general  to  be  facrificed.  Amur  aslan 
was  too  much  a  copy  of  nadir,  to  have  any  mercy  ^  and  ordefed  achmbd  as  fooil  , 
as  he  arrived,  to  be  brought  to  tht  otrance  of  his  tent,  where  he  gratified  kis  re- 
venge^  by  feeii^  him  cut  to  pieces. 

AoiL  shah  advancing  towards  his  nebeUkms  brodier,  wh6  feigned  a  ittreatt  ^ai 
drawn  into  a  fnare.  Being  attacked  in  flank  by  a  great  body  of  afo^ans,  he  was 
deferted  by  bis  su'my  in  fo  fhameftil  a  manner,  that  he  loft  the  day  without  put- 
ting it  to  the  liTue  of  a  battle.  He  behaved  with  guess  pcrfonal  valor  and  intrepi- 
dity, killing  ieveral  with  his  own  hands ;  till  at  length  feeing  his  forces  icattered^ 
he  left  the  field,  and  retired  to  TiSHtRAN.  There  finding  himfelf  abandoned,  and 
utterly  incapable  of  coUe£Ung  his  army,  after  diree  days  he  went  to  Ibrahim's 
camp,  and  fiirrendered  himrfelf.  The  only  proof  of  mercy  he  received  from  thk 
unnatural  brother,  was  in  being  fufiered  to  lire  a  fhort  time;  but  in  that  interval  it 
was  not  permitted  him  to  iee  his  brother,  nor  even  to  enjoy  the  light>  for  his  eyes 
were  cut  out  iramediatdy* 

Vol.  II.  N  h  n  Thus 
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1748.  Thus  ended  the  Ihort  and  unhappy  reign  of.ADiL  shah.  He  was  a  man  of  ai> 
eafy  placid  temper,  and  might  in  times  ofjefs  corruption  have  made  a  good  kingi. 
but  he  does  not  appear  to  have  had  a  genius  equal  to  fo  weighty  a  tafk,  as  the  go- 
.  vernment  of  fo  impious  a  people.  All  we  can  fay  of  him  is,  that  he  has  been  the 
only  prince  fincc  nadir,  who  has  been  confidercd  as  a  fovereign  by  any  foreiga 
ftatc :  that  he  meant  to  fupport  his  government  upon  principles  the  reverfc  of  na- 
dir's^  and,  had  he  lived,  that  he  would,  to  all  appearance,  have  donejullice  to 
thofe  %  who  fufFcrcd  by  the  villainy  of  amur  aslan  khan. 

Notwithstanding  his  fuccefs,  ibrahim  retained  the  name  of  myrza<»  decli- 
ning that  of  SHAH.  It  is  probable  he  was  the  more  induced  to  this  refcrve,  by  the 
tokens  which  amur  aslan  khan  immediately  gave  of  a  defign  of  ufurping  the 
fovereignty.  This  khan  was  turned  of  fixty  years  of  age,  and  could  not  but  con- 
Ader  ibrahim  as  a  boy  by  no  means  entitled  to  the  diadem,  compared  with  him- 
fclf.  He  was  at  the  head  of  thirty  thoufand  men  enured  to  war  under  the  command 
of  NADIR,  and  had  acuuired^t  great  proBciency  in  the  fcience  of  arms,  as  well  a^ 
political  intrigue.  In  the  laft  he  had  already  fucceeded,  by  having  been  one  great 
inllrument  in  the  defeat  of  adil  shah.  He  was  too  much  of  the  genius  of  his  old 
mafter,  to  promife  Persia  that  repofe  for  which  (he  languiihed,  but  which  never 
could  be  found  by  means  fo  apparently  deftrudive  of  the  end. 

After  itfKng  his  troops,  and  dividing  the  ipoil  uken  from  his  brother,  Ibra- 
jjAQ,  ^^^  prepared  for  a  vifit  to  amur  aslan  khan,  and  for  that  purpofe  direded  his 
^'  march  towards  shirvan.  Youthful  as  he  was,  he  aded  the  politician,  preferring 
the  removal  of  his  competitor  by  aflaflinacion,  rather  than  to  put  his  fortune  to  the 
iflue  of  a  battle.  Art  and  contrivance  not  founded  in  jufUce,  often  betray  their  own 
caule.  The  crafty  amur  aslan  was  thus  taken  in  the  fnare  he  had  laid  for  others, 
and  fell  a  facrifice  to  his  ambition.  What  became  of  his  army  is  not  faid,  we  mzf 
prefume  it  was  difperfed. 

In  the  mean  while  the  eaftem  parts  of  the  empire  being  left  unawed  by  the  pre^ 
fence  of  an  army,  the  inhabitants  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  young  shahrokh  dieady 
jnentioned ;  and  he  was  declared  lung,  at  mesched^.  The  omcers  and  perfbns  of 
diftindion  in  that  quarter  were  the  more  difpofed  to  take  this  flep,  as  it  gave  them 
an  opportunity,  under  the  name  of  a  legal  authority,  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  the 
great  riches  which  yet  remained  at  k^lat.  In  fuch  a  confbfion  of  afiairs,  Per- 
sia might  be  eafily  impofed  on  with  regard  to  the  identity  of  this  perfon:  happy 
were  it  for  that  diftra&ed  country,  if  fuch  impofition  could  have  reftored  it  to 
tranquillity. 

Ibrahim  myrza  was  now  informed  (X)ncerning  his  new  adveriary.  Flufbed 
with  conqueft,  he  had  extended  his  liberality  beyond  the  prudence  of  a  general, 
or  the  experience  of  more  advanced  years.  At  length  he  found  himielf  grown 
poor  and  incapable  of  gratifying  the  demands  of  his  army,  whkh  was  chiefly  com- 
pofed  of  AFGHANS,  not  difpofed  to  follow  their  leader,  without  either  pay,  or  pro-* 
vifion.     There  was  no  pofTibility  of  exafting  contributions  in  a  country  already 

drained^ 

•  Tlie  BRiTiiH  mcKltaati  mentioned  alrca<fr. 
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drained,  not  of  money  only,  but  of  atmoft  every  thing  neceflary  to  the  fupport  of  1 74^% 
life.  Many  of  bis  foldicrs  knowing  where  to  find  another  mafter,  who  was  reputed 
rich,  deferted.  What  conftancy  could  he  expert  from  men  who  had  juft  turned 
their  arms  againft  a  prince  whom  they  acknowledged  a  few  months  before  as  the 
deliverer  of  their  country  from  the  yoke  of  infupportable  tyranny  !  Thus  circum- 
flanced,  ibrahim  was  induced  to  haft^n  his  march  eaftward,  as  well  to  obtain  a  frefli 
fupply  of  money,  as  to  quafh  his  enemy.  '  He  had  not  advanced  far,  when  he  met 
with  fome  pariifens  of  shahrokh.  His  van-guard  having  reached  tahirapt, 
were  refilled  a  fupply  of  provifions  :  ibrahim  immediately  fent  emir  khan,  the 
general  of  his  artillety,  with  his  cannon  and  a  ftrong  detachment,  to  compel  the  in- 
habitants to  a  compliance.  It  appears  that  emir  khan  had  no  opinion  of  his 
mailer's  caufe,  or  was  fecretly  diOatisfied  5  in  (hort,  he  took  the  opportunity  to 
abandon  ibrahim,  and  join  his  opponents :  for  as  foon  as  this  prince  came  under 
the  walls  of  the  town,  emir  khan  turned  the  cannon  upon  him,  and  Tallying  out 
at  the  fame  time,  by  this  unexpeded  attack  difperfed  his  army.  It  is  probable  that 
IBRAHIM  ended  his  life  upon  this  occafion,  as  we  hear  nothing  more  of  him  from 
that  time.  Thus  did  Providence  bring  to  confufion  this  ra(h  youth,  who  with  lefs 
vanity,  and  a  little  more  underftanding,  might  have  operated  with  his  brother,  and 
inftead  of  involving  his  country  in  mi^ry,  reftored  it  to  a  profperous  condition.. 

Shahrokh  shah  was  now  without  a  competitor.  During  thefe  commotions^  1750. 
the  AFGHANS  of  KANDAHAR,  Or  fomc  Other  fubjedts  in  the  eaftern  frontier*,  re- 
volted :  SHAHROKH  having  formed  a  confiderable  army,  marched  againft  them« 
What  the  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize  was,  my  authorities  are  filent :  but  in  his  abfencc 
from  KHOR  ASAN,  appeared  a  fifth  competitor.  There  was  an  uncle  of  shah  t^bh- 
MAS,  named  suliman,  who,  during  the  reign  of  nadir,  having  given  no  marks  of 
ambition,  and  taken  the  habit  of  a  mullah,  lived  quiet  and  unmolefted.  This 
man  was  now  dragged  to  the  throne  as  it  were  on  puroofe  to  be  flaughtered  :  his 
adherents  liad  prevailed  on  him  to  aflume  the  diadenv;  but  his  reign  was  very  ihorc« 
for  upon  shahrokh's  return  he  became  a  iacrifice.  It  is  faid  that  one  ismael 
then  iet  up  againft  shahrokh.  .We  have  great  reaibn  to  believe,  that  the  latter, 
for  fomc  time,  promifed  fair  to  maintain  himfelf  in  the  throne,  till  at  length  he  was 
obliged  to  yield  to  shah  doub,  of  whofe  family  I  have  no  information. 

Heraclius,  a  Georgian  prince,  then  appeared  on  the  ftage,  whofe  fortune  is 
yet /aid  to  prevail  ov^r  all  competition.  This  prince's  being  a  chriftian,  feems  to 
render  his  eftabliftiment  very  difficult ;  nor  is  it  eafy  to  imagine  that  the  turks 
will  be  idle  fpeftators  of  a  chriftian  king  of  persia.  They  have  already  had  the 
fatisfaftion  to  fee  the  deepeft  humiliation  of  their  hereditary  enemy.  Nadir,  who 
dyed  their  fields  with  blood,  and  whofe  very  name  fo  often  made  them  tremble,  has, 
t)y  the  confequences  of  his  tyranny,  reduced  persia  more  effeftually,  than  could- 
have  been  perfwnjed  by  any  foreign  lenemy.  Though  the  fword  is  not  the  juft 
inftrument  of  propagating  the  faith  of  the  true  Messiah,  yet  it  is  a  circumftance 
worthy  of  attention,  that  the  Georgians  are  a  very  brave  people,  and  may,  by  the 
countenance  of  the  Russians,  be  capable  of  carrying  greater  dcfigns  into  execution 
than  the  world  is  at  prefent  aware  of. 

N  n  n  2  '  Whbm 

*  This  particular  I  aever  heard  widi  any  exadtnefs. 
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J  750.  Whin  wc  confidcr  the  fate  of  kingdoms,  wc  ought  to  obferve,  how  men  are  led 
aftray  by  their  pafltons^  againft  the  lieht  of  their  own  minds.  How  infatuated 
were  the  Persians,  or  how  loft  to  all  lenle  of  virtue,  after  a  feries  of  bitter  calami- 
ties*  to  depofe  their  true  king,  when  the  experience  of  ages  had  taught  them  there 
could  be  no  fecurity  under  an  ufurper.  But  what  were  they  to  expeft  from  fuch  a 
king  as  nadir  kouli,  whole  hands  were  fo  deeply  imbrued  in  blcxxl  ?  What  could 
be  expefted,  but  that  a  man  of  his  genius  and  principles,  bred  up  to  murder  and 
rapine  from  his  earlieft  life,  would  bring  all  things  into  confufion  ?  Yet  even  in  the 
politer  regions  of  the  world  ;  (fuch  are  the  impreffions  which  mankind  ordinarily 
receive  from  military  atchievements ;)  eventt  which  ought  to  draw  tears  for  the 
diftreflb  of  human  nature,  are  made  the  fubjedt  of  joy  and  exultation,  till  a  reverfe 
of  fortune  ^ves  a  quick  ienfe  of  the  fatal  effeAs  of  falfe  glory.  How  execrably 
pernicious  are  the  fond  notions  of  happinefs,  arifin^  from  the  fuccefsful  invaiion  of 
another's  right !  Crimes,  for  which  everv  law,  divme  and  human,  condemn  a  pri- 
vate man  to  death,  become  warrantable  by  the  laws  of  arms.  What  wifdom  and 
integrity  ought  to  wield  the  fword,  which  at  beft  is  but  the  inftrument  of  divine 
juftice  for  £e  corredtion  of  national  crimes  and  ofiences. 

It  eannot  be  from  the  original  conftitution  of  things,  that  the  Almighty  has  or- 
d^ned  war  as  eflential  to  the  well-being  of  mankind.  The  ftate  of  nature  is  a 
ftate  of  peace ;  but  the  fhedding  of  human  blood  becomes  familiar  by  habit,  and  a 
continued  courfe  of  foreign  wars  prepares  the  minds  of  a  people  for  every  defpe* 
rate  enterprize,  of  which  the  worft  is  inteftine  broils  ;  and  tnele  have  at  length  ex- 
.  Cinguifhed  the  glory  of  persia.  What  the  fkte  of  that  wretched  country  will  be, 
Heaven  only  knows  :  but  this  is  evident,  that  the  fplendor  of  their  monarchy,  all 
their  monuments  of  art  and  labor,  with  all  the  induftry  of  paft  ages,  are  fwallowed 
ttp  by  the  ravages  of  war.  What  numben  of  their  towns,  their  cities,  their  fruitful 
plains  and  delicious  mountains,  are  become  a  dreary  wafte,  and  the  h^icadon  of 
wolves  f 

The  fate  of  empires  is  a  fubje6fc  the  moft  interefting.  Reafbn  and  religion  teach 
us  to  implore  the  almighty  diipofer  of  events,  to  iuccour  mankind  in  general  -,  we 
ought  then  to  fend  U|>  our  prayers,  that  his  mercy  may  extend  to  the  Persians, 
and  reitore  them  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  virtuci  that  their  nation  may  again  become  great 
and  happy. 


F    I    N    I   ^ 
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ABAS  tlie  cRBATi  one  of  tlie  grealeft  kings 
that  ever  rdgned  in  Perfia,  ^4.  his  reign 
fttUied  by  hit  inhomarnqr,  ibid,  his  cnielty  to  his 
children,  ii^d.  builds  a  mof^oe  at  Mefched  to 
difconrage  the  Periians  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  or 
Medina,  268. 

Abas  II.  one  of  the  beft  kings  of  the  Seffies,  9;. 
his  reiffn  and  death,  96. 

Abas  III.  an  infant,  preferred  to  hb  father,  ^05. 
the  fovcreienty  in  the  hands  of  Kouli  Khan,  ibid, 
the  joong  Shah  dies,  330. 

Abdallau  basba,  a  TnrKifh general,  Cafbinfiir- 
rendered  to  him,  24^.  defeats  Tarhmas*s  troops 
before  Ardeville,  ibid,  retreats  to  Cars,  337. 

Abdallah  RovpaoLi  gives  battle  to  Kouli 
Khan  in  the  Yi^ley  of  Arpdcavi,  336.  is  flain  with 
many  dionfaod  l*ork»,  ibid. 

Abdallah  KOupaoLi,  fonoftheSeraikierKoa* 
proli,  flain  at  the  battle  of  Cars,  428. 

Abdollbbs,  apply  to  Abas  king  of  Perfia  for  re- 
lief againft  the  Oufbeg  Tartars,  99.  a  nation  di- 
videdinto  tribes,  123.  difttisfied  with  their  fnb- 
jeffion  to  Perfia,  ibid. 

Abdul  aziz  kuan,  formerly  a  mule-driTer,  241. 
commandant  of  Jttlfa,Jbia.  is  fent  byAihrdF 
embaflador  to  the  Ottoman  court,  ibid,  admit- 
ted to  an  audience  of  the  Grand  Vizir,  ibid,  his 
conferences  with  the  Torkifh  miniflen,  242.  takes 
his  leave,  244.  is  arretted  on  the  road  by  order 
of  the  Grand  Signior,  tbid. 

Abdul  BAKi  khan.  Nadir's  embaflador  teTtn-key, 
346.  concludes  a  peace,  347. 

AcHMBD,  Grand  Signior,  dethroned,  and  fuccee- 
ded  by  his  nephew  Mahommed,  289. 

AcHMBD  AG  A,  governor  of  Isfahan,  165.  drives 
the  Afghans  from  the  bridge  of  Shirafs,  ibid. 
makes  a  fally  to  open  a  paSage  for  povi€ons, 
175.  is  defeated  by  the  treachery  of  tne  Vafi  of 
Arabia,  ibid,  his  conda£t  unjuf^Iy  Uamed  by^ 
Shah  Huflein»  ibid,  his  death,  1 76. 

AcHMBD,  bafliaof  Bagdad,  takes  poflefEon  of 
Lorifbn^  238,  gives  &  A%hans  battle,  249.  is 
defeated,  2^0.  negotiates  a  peacewith the  rafi- 
ans,  298.  his  vigilance,  310,  312.  his  letter  to  the 
Grand  Signior  upon  the  deftat  of  the  Ferfians^ 


tif,  &c.  prepares  to  ftand  anotlier  fiege,  J29. 
his  orders  from  the  Ottoman  court,  concerning  a 
treaty  with  Nadir  Shah,  346,  his  condad  towards 
the  Arabians,  407.  fufpe6bed  of  a  correfpondence 
with  the  Perfian  king,.  408.  his  critical  drcnm- 
flances,  415.  his  parts  and  generofity,  ibid,  the 
Turks  difquieted  at  the  friendfhip  between  bins 
and  Nadir,  416.  eflabHflied  by  the  Ottoman 
court  in  his  government,  417.  an  embafTador 
fent  to  him  by  Nadir,  ibid. 

AcHMBD  KHAN,  a  Pcrfiau  general,  files  from  the 
tyranny  of  Nadir  to^Conftantinople,  429.  dif- 
tniiled,  afterwards  received  into  the  confidence  of 
the  Turks,  426.  defeats  a  body  of  Afghans  re* 
turning  with  the  plunder  of  the  Britifh  faAors  at 

•    Refhd,  4^9.  taken  by  Ibrahim  Myrza,  and  fent  . 
to  Amur  Aflan  Khan,  who  deftroys  him,  457. 

Afghans,  the  authors  of  the  catafbophe  in  Perfia» 
07.  derive  their  genealogy  from  Noah,  ibid,  in* 
nabit  mountains  near  the  MoghoPs  empire,  98. 
a  colonj)r  of  this  family  embraces  the  Mahomme- 
dan  rehgion,  ibid,  their  various  fituation  by  con* 
left  between  the  king  of  Perfia  and  the  Moghol^ 
09,  100.  a  long  time  faithful  to  the  king  ofHPer- 
na,  100.  difpoied  to  revolt,  rot.  cruelly  ufedby 
thePerfian  troops,  102.  complain  of  Gurghin- 
Khan,  ibid,  the  Afghans  and  Perfians  treat  one 
another  as  heretics,  106.  they  revolt,  111,112. 
nominate  a  fucceflbr  to  Mir-vais,  122.  dieir  de- 
feat at  Kherman,  1 29.  their  pacific  difjpofition» 
143,  147.  obtain  a  great  victory  at  Gulnabad^ 
155.  take  Farabad  andjnlfa,  160,  162.  their 
barbarities  to  the  Armenians,  ibid,  put  the  diftri6i 
of  Isfahan  to  the  fword,  167^  defeat  the  troops 
going  to  relieve  Isfahan,  1 69.  their  barbariqr  to 
the  Perfians,  178,  179.  afcend  the  throne  of  Per* 
fia,  1 80.  a  new  colony  of  Afghans  arrive  at  Isfa- 
han, Tp4.  oblige  Maghmnd  to  declare  Afhreffhis- 
fucceflor,  220.  dieir  confpiraey  in  favour  of  Afh- 
reff,  224.  totally  routed  oy  Tachmas,  232.  de- 
feated at  Monrtchakhor,  276.  defeated  at  Shirafs, 

'  aSi.eat  horfe-flefli,  356.  oppofe  Nadir's  oaflage 
through  the  defiles,  392.  plunder  the  BrioA  fac^ 

'  tors,  4^^.  are  defeated,  ioid. 

Akb  AR,  emperoK  of  India,  his  charafter  fct  in  con* 

traft 
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^raftwithNadir*s,  40$,  &c.  this  emperor's  letter 
to  the  king  of  Portugal,  ibid. 
Alexandbk  thecREAT»  marches  into  A fia,  89. 
pafles  the  Granicus,  ibid,  obtains  a  vidory  over 
the  Perfiansy  ibid,  many  princes  fubmit  to  him, 
ibid,  his  army  increafes,  ibid,  died  eight  years 
after  his  conqueil»  90.  his  ac^uifitions  divided 
among  the  partners  of  his  vidories,  ibid,  he  and 
Nadir  Shah,  both  made  an  expedition  intolndia, 
553.  a  comparifon  of  their  charaf^ers,  ibid.  354. 
their  deiire  of  fame  and  glory,  355.  few  countries 


that  have  not  had  their  Alexandera  and  Nadirs, 
154.  confounded  the  rules  of  relieion  and  mora- 
lity, ibid,  moral  reflections  on  faTfe  glory,  ibid, 
the  motives  of  their  invading  India,  ibid,  how 
long  (ince  Alexander  made  his  expedition,  395. 
his  coming  into  India,  and  fubdnine  king  Porus, 
366.  a  comparifon  between  Alexander's  and  Na- 
dir*s  relloring  the  conquered  kingdoms  to  the  In- 
dian kings,  388. 

An  KOULi  KHAV,  fon  of  Ibrahim  Khan,  Nadir's 
brother,  confidcred  as  fuccefibr  to  Nadir,  424. 
his  revolt  from  Nadir,  432.  comes  to  Mefched 
on  his  uncle*s  death,  450.  eledled  king  of  Perfia, 
-ibid,  takes  the  nameof  Adii  Shah,  ibid,  his  cle- 
mency, ibid,  kills  his  neareft  relations,  ibid,  his 
cruelty  to  his  imcle*s  women,  ibkl.  abandons 
•himfelf  to  women  and  wine,  ibid,  fends  his  bro- 
'ther  Ibrahim  Myrza  for  recruits  to  Isfahan,  ibid. 
•  confefles  having  a  fliare  in  the  murder  of  his  uncle, 
■ibid,  his  decree  fent  to  Reihd  after  his  uncle's 
death,  ibid.— 452.  marches  to  AflirefF.  452.  cul- 
tivates an  amity  with  the  Turks  and  Rufliant,  4c  3. 
his  letter  with  pacific  inftruAions  to  the  Ruffian 
embaffador,  ibid,  defiroos  of  making  an  alliance 
with  that  court,  454  his  favourite  wife  of  the 
Chriftian  religion,  456.  marches  with  his  troops 
agjainft  his  brother,  457.  defeated  by  his  brother, 
ibid,  funenders  himfelf,  is  put  to  death,  ibid, 
his  fhort  and  unhappy  reign,  458,  his  chara^r, 
ibid. 

•Am  AM  OLA  defeats  the  troops  going  to  the  relief  of 
Isfahan,  169.  his  great  cruelty,  ibid,  enters  Caf- 
bin-,  1 85.  treats  the  inhabitants  with  great  rigour, 
188.  wounded  in  the  infurreClion  atCafbin,  and 
makes  his  efcape,  ibid,  his  pretenftons  to  a  (hare 
of  the  treafure  and  fovereignty,  206.  compro- 
mifed,  ibid.  207.  affronted  by  Maghmud,  224. 
put  to  death  by  order  of  Afbreff,  229. 

A  MS  T I  a  D  A  M,  the  commercial  genius  of  the  people 
here,  2^.  a  work  of  art  and  labour,  26.  when  it 
fhook  ok  the  Spanifh  yoke,  and  embraced  Cal* 
vin's  doArine,  ibid,  its  circumference,  ibid,  its 
Arcets,  houfes.  and  number  of  inhabitants,  27.  the 
exchange,  ibid,  various  religions,  28.  number  of 
churches,  ibid,  their  charities  very  ufefulby  oblig- 
ing the  poor  to  work,  ibid,  pays  half  the  uxes  of 
the  province  of  Holland,  29.  the  trade  of  this 
xity  raifed  chieflv  on  the  ruins  of  Antwerp,  3 1 .  a 
.magazine  of  timber,  com,  wine,  and  other  com- 
moaicies^  ibid,  the  inhabitants  excel  in  dyings  and 


feveral  other  diings,  ibid,  their  whale-fifliery 
produces  jgreat  nches,  ibid,  their  Eaft-India  trade 
of  the  higheft  imporunce,  ibid.  \he  article  of 
fpiceries  a  mine  of  gold,  ibid,  the  fiadt-houfe  of 
great  ufe  and  x>rnament  to  this  city,  33.  when 
founded,  ibid,  its  dimenfions  and  charge,  34.  the  \ 
bank  in  the  lower  apartments,  ibid,  bank  differs  | 
from  that  of  London,  35.  it  pays  no  intereft,  re- 
ceives intereft  from  the  Ealt  and  Weft-lndia 
companies,  ibid,  its  government  by  burgo- 
matters  and  fenators,  36. 

Auua  AstAN  KUAN  acquaints  Shah  Taehmasof 
AfhrefPs  defign  to  fcize  his  perfon,  233.  faves 
himfelf  by  flight,  ibid,  acknowledges  the  fove- 
reignty of'^  AdU  Shah,  45  3 .  an  officer  of  great  ex* 
perience,  ibid,  a  favourite  and  copy  of  Nadir. 
lb.  4^c.  revolts  from  Adil  Shah,  ibid,  fends  a 
body  of  Afghans  to  pillage  the  Engliflh  fadories 
in  Refhd,  ibid,  promotes  the  rebeuioii  of  Ibra- 
him Myrza,  456.  expeds  the  diadem  himielf, 
ibid,  cut  oflF  by  Ibrahim  Myrza,  458. 

ANTwfitF,  once  the  miflrefs  of  the  commercial  ^ 
world,  31.  lofl  its  trade  by  the  Bcry  z^  of , 
priefb,  and  infolence  of  military  authority,  ibid. 

Arabia,  Vaii  of,  his  condud  at  the  battle  of  Gu!. 
nabad,  153,  154.  his  fpeech  at  the  divan  after 
that  battle,  1 58.  made  governor  of  Isfahan,  1 59. 
his  treachery,  161,  165,  166,  171.  his  arti- 
fices and  evafions,  17^.  condemned  by  Magh- 
mud to  perpetual  impnfonment,  184. 

Arabians,  rebel  agamfl  the  Perfian  government, 
270.  two  tribes  revolt  from  the  Turks,  414.  ait 
defeated  by  Suliman,  ibid,  turbulent  and  incon- 
flant,  ibid,    poverty  the  beft  expedient  to  keep  - 
them  humble,  ibid.  1 

A  R  M  B  N I A ,  the  adventures  of  the  pretended  fuocef* 
for  to  that  kingdom,  109.  mat  part  of  this 
country  brought  under  the  Tuncifh  yoke,  213. 

Armbnian  patriarch.  Nadir's  extraordinary  con- 
dudl  towards  him,  403. 

Armbbians,  a  colony  fettled  at  Julfa,  160.  in  a 
thriving  condition*  ibid,  didruded  by  the  Per- 
iians,  161.  taxed  bjr  Maffhmud,  193.  heads  of 
three  of  them  cut  ott,  ibidT  badly  uftd  by  Ta:h.  , 
mas  Shah,  21 1.  priefts  read  ihered  gofptl  over 
Maghmud,  222.  gain  a  vidlory  over  the  Turks,  * 
252.  difb-efTed  Dy  Nadir's  taxes,  leave  their  habi- 
tations^  412. 

Arnaud,  of  Marfeilles,  ranfoms  Topal  Ofman 
fromflavery,  324.  viiitsOfman^  then  the  graod 
vizir,  326. 

A  as  ACES  fucceeds  his  father  Darius,  88.  takes  the  { 
name  of  Artaxerxes,  ibid,  from  his  great  memory  ' 
called  Mnemon,  ibid,     in  his  reign,  the  famous 
retreat  of  Xenophon,  ibid,  he  dies,  ibid. 

Arses,  advanced  to  the  throne  by  Bagoas»  89.  af- 
faffinated,  ibid. 

Ar SITES  diiputes  the  crown  with  Darius,  88.  gains 
two  vidU>nes,  ibid,  his  foldiers  comipted,  he  is 
put  to  death,  ibid. 

Art^- 
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^rtaxbrxbS)  the  (on  of  Xerxes^  afcends  the 
throne,  87. 

Artemxsium,  the  Grecians  obtain  a  vi^ory  over 
the  Perfians  at  Tea,  S6. 

A  s  H  R  E  F  p,  his  Either  deprived  of  his  life  and  throne 
by  Maghmudy  173.  behaves  with  prudence  and 
valor,  ibid,  is  condemned  by  NJaghmud,  ibid,  is 
acquitted,  ibid,  174,  quits  the  army,  181.  returns 
from  Kandahar  much  beloved,  220.  chofeaful- 
tan  oFPerfia,  224.  his  charadler,  227.  caufes  the 

guards  and  confidents  of  Maghmud  to  be  put  to 
eath,  22^.  his  artful  behaviour  to  Shah  Uuffein, 
229.  puniflies  the  confpirators  who  placed  him  00 
the  throne,  ibid,  his  cruelty. to  hi>  brother,  251 » 
endeavours  to  render  himfeu  popular  by  the  mild- 
nefs  of  his  adminiftration,  ibici.  and  to  have  his 
fovereignty  acknowledged  in  Kandahar,  232. 
forms  a  defign  of  feiztng  Shah  Taehmas,  ibid, 
takes  Koom,  2^4.  mafiacres  the  Perfian  lords  who 
had  difclofed  his  defigns  upon  Tashmas,  ibid,  ter- 
rified by  the  Ottoman  arms,  fends  an  embaflador 
to  the  Porte,  240.  fortifies  Isfahan,  247.  marchea 
an  army  to  meet  Achmed  Bafha,  248.  his  firata- 

t   gem  to  avoid  a  battle  with  the  Turks,  ibid,  gains 

j  a  vidory  over  the  Turks,  250.  his  artful  TCha- 
viour  to  them,  251.  his  prudent  adminiflration» 
2^3.  concludes  a  trea^  of  peace  with  the  Porte, 
ibul.  fends  an  embaflador  to  Conftantinople,  272. 
narchesto  Damgoon,  and  is  defeated,  274,  27c. 
fccreats  to  Is&hu^  and  iocaaps  ac  Moortchak* 
hor,  279.  defeated  at  that  place,  27^.  murders 
Shah  Huflein,  and  flics  from  Isfahan,  ibid. 
marches  to  Shirafs,  277.  ia  defeated  there,  282. 
»  his  flight,  diftrefs,  and  death,  ibid,  ufiirpation  of 
\     the  Afghans  ended,  ibid. 

Assyrian  empire,  diefirft  monarchy,  82. 

AsTA  B  AT|  the  Turks  defert  the  Perfians  herCi  284^ 

AsTaABAD,  rebellion  in  this  province,  422,  Ma- 
hommed  Ha/Tan  chofen  for  their  leader,  ibid. 
Cakes  the  capital,  feizes  Nadir*s  treafure,  and 
plunders  the  Britifii  caravan,  42^.  defeated  by 
the  Shah*s  troops,  ibid,  the  province  ruined  by 
this  rebellion,  ibid  the  amount  of  the  lofs  by  the 
plunder  of  the  firitifh  caravan  paid  by  Nadifs.  or- 
der to  the  fiidors,  ibid. 

At  HEM  AT  oouLET,  prime  minifter,.  confined,  and 
his  eyes  put  out,  131.  articles  of  accufation 
againft  him,  132,  133.  his  anfwer  and  defence, 
133,  &c.  his  death  and  chara6ler,  137,  See, 

AvARicB,  its  effefls,  415.  an  in^ance  of  it  in  the. 
Turkifh  bafhas,  ibid. 

B. 
Babulv  khan,  governor  of  KhorafMi  recdvas 

Nadir  in  the  ftadon  of  a  gentleman -uiher,  258. 

neglefls  Nadir,  2C9.  difgraces  him,  260. 
Babylon  revolts  from  the  king  of  Perfia,  83.  is 

befieged,  and  uken  by  a  fbatagem  of  Zopynis, 

ibid. 
Bacti  ARi  ahs,  their  country  invaded  by  the  Turks, 

238.  a  dlvifion  between  the  Baftiarians  and  Lo- 


rians,  ibid,  fpirit  of  difTenfion  brines  on  the  di^ 

f-ace  of  both  nations,  ibid,    the  Bactiarians  and 
alouchees  revolt  from  Nadir,  419. 

Bag  DAT,  its  fituatidn  on  the  Tigris,  308.  its  anti- 
quity, fortification  and  inhabitants,  ibid.  309.  be- 
fieged by  Kouli  Khan,  J 10.  a  great  Turkifh  ar- 
my affemble  here  in  dehance  againfl  Nadir,  34 ;. 

Bagoas  kills  Ochns,  king  of  Perfia,  89.    places- 
Arfes  on  the  throne,  ibid,  canfes  him  and  his  fa- 
mily to  be  afiaffiaated,  ibid,  is  compelled  to  drink  | 
the  poifon  he  had  prepared  for  the  king  Darius  ] 
Codomanus,  ibid. 

Bassora,  under  alarm  from  the  Arabs,  407. 
threatened  with  a  fiege  from  the  Perfians,  ibid* 
the  fwelling  of  the  Euphrates  occafions  aninun-  ) 
dation  and  an  epidemical  difbrder,  414.  befieged. 
by  the  Perfians,  418.  Dlunder»  daughter,  and 
other  confequences,  ibia. 

Bbndbr  aeassi,  the  Afghans  repnifed,  zio. 

Bengal,  the  Vakeel,  his  farcafm,  382.  kills  him- 
felf  and  family  with  poifon,  ibid. 

Bbn-isfak-an,  the  gallant  behavk>nr  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, 193.  defeat  the  Afghans,  t^^  fnrrenders 
by  capitulation,  ibid. 

Bremen,  fituated  on  the  river  Wefer,  20.  the 
duchy  of  this  name  belongs  to  the  ele^or  of  Ha^ 
nover,  2 1 .  one  quarter  of  the  town  Xubje£l  to  that 
eledorate,  ibid,  tne  otiier  parts  under  its  own  laws, 
and  governed  by  bnrgomaflers  and  fenators,  ibid. 
the  eflablifhed  religion  is  Calvinifm,  ibid,  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  ibid,  the  great  dome  and 
vault  here,  ibid,  the  trade,  ibid. 

Britain,  orbaIt,  its  debt  compared  with  that  of 
the  United  Provinces,  36.  when  it  was  firfl  incum-  | 
bered  with  debt,  37.  owing  to  the  ambition  of  the  t 
hoofe  of  Bourbon,  ibid,  and  war  being  more  ex- 
penfive  than*  formeply,  ibid,  the  prefent  debt  of 
the  nation  and  libe  reduction  of  intered  confidered, 
38,  39.  the  fitnation  of  the  Britifh  fubjefls  with 
regard  to  the  debt,  39,  40,  ^i.  moral  reOeaions 
on  the  oeconomy  of^the  nation,  42.  thoughts  oft. 
paying  off  part  of  the  national  debt,  41 .  nature  of 
places  conlidered,  44.  the  fupport  given  by  Bri- 
tain to  the  Dutch  in  the*  laft  war,  confidered,  $6, 
Scc^  its  interefl  to  inaeafe  its  naval  flrength,  60.    ' 
the  happinefs  of  this  ifland,  64.  moral  and  politi- 
cal reffe£lions  in  relation  Jto  it,  ibid.  &c.  circum.- 
ftances  of  the  people*.  67,  68,  &c.  the  great  ad- 
vantages and  nches  this  ifland  enjoys,  75,  &c.. 

G. 

Cjfe'Bvt,  hefteeedbjrNadir,  3j8.  taken  by  florm^. 
359.  puts  Nadir  m  pofl*effion  of  great  treafure, 
ibid,  the  key  of  the  northern  parts  of  India,  36  u 

Cambyses  fends  Cyrus- to  afiift  Cyaxares,  83 . 

CA4yiBYSEs,  fon  of  Cyrus,  afcends  the  throne  of  ^ 
Perfia,  84.  fubdoes  the  Egyptians  ibid  invades- 
Ethiopia,  ibid,  his  troops  defhoyed  by  famine, 
ibid,  canfes  his  brother  Smerdis  to  be  murdered^ 
ibid,  deflroys  Thebes,  ibid  caufes  his  fifler  Me* 
loe  to  be  murdered^  ibid«  his  gceac  arttdty^  ibidb  / 

jnanj( 
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Duty  of  kU  srest  officers  boned  alive,  ibid. 
IKoocs  kii  cnp-bewer  through  the  heart,  ibid,  an 
impoftor  ufuipt  his  crowa,  ibid,  dies  of  an  acd- 
dental  wOana  by  his  own  fword,  ibid  fuppofcd 
to  be  Ahafuerus  mentioned  in  fcripture,  ibid. 
Cara  ACHM£D,raadeg€iicraloftheTorkiAiarmy, 

J37- 

Cars,  the  Turks  defeated  by  the  Pcrfians,  42S. 

Casbim,  ceded  to  Aman  Ola,  18$.  it  furrenders 
to  him*  ibid,  the  inhabitanu  drive  away  the  Af- 
ghana»  188.  forreDders  to  the  Turkiih  general, 
24;.    declares  for  AihrefT,  247. 

Cash  A II  furrendered  to  Zcberdeft  Khan,  457. 

Ckamtrov,  Nadir's  paflage  obibuded  forwent  of 
a  bridge,  301. 

CiMOM,  his  iacoeft  againft  the  Perfiaas,  87.  carries 
the  plander  to  Athois,  ibid,  compels  the  PcriiaAt 
to  accept  of  peace,  ibid. 

Cligi,  a  tribe  «>f  the  A%aDa,  almoft  dcftroyed  bjr 
Mahommed,  98. 

CoHKiLAM,  Khanol^  m  fmU  march  to  relieve  lifa- 
han,  171.  is  attacked  bj  the  AMaas,  ibid.  re« 
turns  tt>  his  province,  ibid.  M^hniod  lofes  n 
great  part  of  his  army  in  atiemptmg  to  redaoe 
this  province,  ito» 

CoNSTANTiiiOFLit  great rdoicinga  on  the  viAorx 
of  the  Turks  over  uie  Perftans,  aic. 

Ckasvs»  taken  nrifoiier  by  Cyras,  85*  leftored  Id 
his  throne,  ibid. 

Cykus  the  oaftAT,  the Perfian  empire fomakd  byr 
him,  83.  his  defoent,  ibid,  gams  a  vidory  om 
the  Babylonians,  83.  a  fecond  time  vidoriovt^ 
ibid,  takes  Sardis,  and  makes  CrfcfiM  kins  of  Ljr- 
dia  prifimer,  ibid,  fobdnes  the  Leflier  A5a,  and 
other  ooontrics,  ibid.  p«ts  BalAazar  and  his  comr- 
tiers  to  the  ffronl,  Ud.  fnMla  the  prophcfy  of 
Daniel,  ibid,  is  the  feie  monarch  of  the  em» 
pire  of  Perfia,  ibid.  pnUilhes  an  edi£k  for  the 
tMiilding  the  temple  qSf  Jeraialem,  ibid,  hk  dm* 
rader  and  death,  84. 

Crtvs,  Darios*s  fon,  his  father  leaves  him  the  d^ 
minkms  of  tht  LeAr  Aia,  88. 

D. 

DfbrsTAN,  the  Ruffian  general  arrives  here,  410. 
the  Lefgees  apply  to  him,  ibxl.  Nadu-  meets  with 
a  repalfe  here,  416,  417. 

Damgoon,  the  A%hans  defeated  here  by  the  Por- 
fians,  276. 

Darius,  fon  of  Hyftafpes,  eleAed  king,85.  marries 
two  of  the  daoffhters  of  Cyrus,  ibid,  orders  the 
tem^e  of  Jerafidete  10  be  bmb,  ibki.  rehires  the 
Jewiih  nriefts  to  pmy  for  him,  ibid,  takes  Baby* 
Ion,  ibid,  camfes  3000  dtiiens  to  be  impaled,  and 
their  walls  to  be  demoliihed,  ibid,  invades  Scv- 
thia,  ibkL  retreats,  ibid,  invades  India,  and  fao* 
dues  the  Jonians,  ibid,  fends  Mardonias  againft 
the  Athenians,  ibid,  invades  Greece,  and  becomes 
mailer  of  the  iflands  in  the  iEgean  iea,  86.  hie 
death,  ibid. 

Da&ius,  fnmamed  Codomamis»  king  of  Perfia.  89. 
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compels  Bagoas  to  drink  the  poifon  he  had  pvi« 
pared  for  him,  ibid,  an  accompliihed  prince,  ib. 
the  Greciaiu  unite  againft  him,  ibid,  marches  to 
meet  Alexander,  ibid,  .defeated,  and  his  wife, 
mother,  and  children  made  prifoners,  ibid. 

Dehlib,  the  Indian  army  pitch  their  tents  in  this 
neighbourhood,  363.  the  caftle  and  city  in  Na* 
dir  s  hands,  373.  a  mob  kills  Periian  horfemea, 
37 (.  mafikcre  in  this  city,  ibid.  176. 

DatPT,  its  extent confiderable,  andfitoatioii  ag^ee* 
able,  60.  its  number  of  inhabitants,  ibid,  has  a 
chamber  in  the  Eaft-lndia  company,  and  a  sank 
la  the  aflembly  of  the  Sates,  ibki.  61. 

DaaaBKp,  the  inhabitanu  fuiler  by  famine, 409. 
Nadir  marches  ftom  hence  to  Mt^pm.  416.  tiK 
Lefgees  alarm  the  garrifon,  421*  aid  diftreis  the 
city,  ibid. 

DJvaAN  KHAH,  prime  minifter  of  India,  enmity 
between  him  saq  Nisam  Al  Molndc,  3^0.  they 
command  the  Indian  aimxt  363.  he  is  vooaded, 
and  dies,  369. 

DoiL,  one  fought  between  two  of  the  kiag^s  Ha-  • 
aoverian  fub^eds,  i.  reflexions  on  this  cnftom, : 
2,  &c.  incHimbent  on  Chriftiaa  priaoes  to  leinki . 
it,  ibid,  calling  it  an  aflEur  of  hononr,  bot  a  f 
cioos  aanM  to  cokwr  a  wicked  aAkMi,  4. 
coftom  Arikes  at  die  fhadamcotal  laws  of  all  fo- 
dety,  3.  a  crimiBal  w«y  of  ptaagsaar  iato  eter. 
aity,  ibid,   iaftaacee,  aignaKaas,  aal  difinafiva 
from  this  anreafoaaUe,  iijaiciis,  and  iiafol  peac* 
tioe,  4«  tec. 

DvTCHMAa,  acqaifitipaafrichestkeohjedofhis 
atlentioB,  46.  feldoai  vetves  ta  a  Coaacmplatm 
life»ihsd.47. 

Blbphantb,  at  the  head  of  die  bidian  army,  ^6^.  \ 

the  ftratagem  ufed  by  Nadir  to  oppofe  thefe  am- 1 

mals,ibid! 
BMia  HBMZB,  comes  to  the  throne  of  Perfia,  ^3. 

murdered  by  the  contrivance  of  his  brother,  ibid. 
Em  I  a  KHAN,  general  of  Ibrahim^s  artillery,  joim 

his  opponents,  4^9*  turns  the  cannon  upon  him 

at  Tauiram,  and  difperfes  his  army,  ibid. 
EasTaiA,  deftroved  by  Darius,  86. 
EaiVAN,  the  capital  of  Armenia,  bdkfod  by  the 

Turks,  21 1, 21 2.  furrenders  by  ccpiteufioa,  2 M. 

taken  by  Kouli  Khan,  317.  a  great  batde  fonght 

near  it  between  the  Peraaas  and  Turks,.  427.  me 

latter  defeated,  ibid. 
£a«Btootf,  the  Turks  alarmed  at  Nadir^s  de* 

mands,  affismUe  an  army  near  this  place,  41 2. 
Ethiopians,  invaded  by  Cambyfes,  84.  ^ 

EvANCBLisTs,  Nadir  orders  a  tranflaitian  to  he  , 

asade  in  Rsific,  404. 
EuaoPB AN  traders,  at  IsMian,  heavy  ooatribBiioas 

laid  upon  them  by  Maghmnd,  191. 
ExAMPLB,  the  erevidenar  of  it,  71* 
EzANALLAa  kills  his  fitiaer,  aad  is  acknovriedgod 

chief  of  the  tribe,  124.  defeats  the  Perfian  army, 

aad  takes  Heiat  ibid,  obviioa  a  great  nAoiy  ovar 

Ae  Pafiana,  ia6. 


D      E      X; 


(  Faleoiory,  reflexions  on  its  baJ  confequenccs, 
436. 

Far  A  BAD  a  country  palace  near  Isfahan,  1^9.  a 
defcription  of  it,  160.  the  Afghans  take  poHef- 
iion  of  it,  ibid. 

Fendoun,  Khan  of  the  Kourds,  commands  Shah 
Taehmas's  troops,  196,  his  cruelty,  197,  defeat- 
ed by  the  Afghans,  ibid. 

Font  E NO Y,  the  behaviour  of  the  Dutch  in  that 
battle  artful  and  ungenerous,  ^8.  reports  con- 
cerning it  at  the  Hague,  ibid.  ^9. 

Fr E  N CH,  in  baniOiment  for  duelling,  3,  their  defire 
of  conqueft,  80. 


Galitzbn  knez,   Ruilian  embaiTador,  a  letter 
from  Kouliia  to  him,  on  Adil  Shah's  acceffion  to 
the  throne,  453. 
!    G  A  M 1 N G,  a  great  blemifli  in  men  of  rank  to  indulge 
that  paffion,  67. 

Georgians,  their  famous  retreat  from  Kandahar, 
114,  115.  no  affiftance  given  by  them  to  Shah 
Hofiein,  172.  the  Turks  have  a  view  to  Georgia, 
199.  it  is  brought  under  their  dominion,  201. 
courage  of  a  wonan  of  this  country,  208.  de- 
fcendents  of  the  antient  Iberians,  331,  a  defcrij)- 
tion  of  them,  332.  refufe  fending  the  fons  of  their 
nobility  to  Nadir*s  camp,  363.  a  br&ve  people, 
and  capable  of  great  deiigns,  459. 

G  H 1 E  z ,  Its  (ituation,  193.  befieged  and  taken,  1 94 . 
of  great  fervice  to  the  Afghans,  ibid. 

Ghilan,  fubdued  by  Peter  the  Great,  201.  this 
and  other  towns  on  the  Cafpian  yielded  to  the 
Czar  by  treaty,  204. 

Ghulpaigan,  a  town  attached  to Txhmas,  196. 
beiieged  by  Maghmud,  ibid,  obliged. .to  fubmit 
.  to  him,  197. 

Grecians,  obtain  a  victory  over  the  Periian  fleet, 
86. 

Gurghin-khan,  prince  of  Georeia,  his  ch«ra£(er, 
1 01.  made  governor  of  Kandahar,  and  opprefles 
that  province,  102.  fends  Mir  Vais  to  Isfahan, 
ibid,  his  conduct  on  the  return  of  Mir  Vais,  1 10. 
demands  the' daughter  of  Mir  Vais,  ibid.  iii. 
Mif  Vais  gains  his  confidence,  112.  maflacred 
with  all  his  retinue,  113. 

Gvlnabad,  ah  account  of  the  battle  betwixt  the 
Perfians  and  Afghans,  153.  the  Vali  of  Arabians 
conduA  cenfured,  ibid,  the  caufe  of  the  fuccefs 
of  the  Afghans,  ibid.  154. 

H. 
;     Hagui,  renowned  for  its  polidcal  neeociations, 
48.  the  ftreets  broad,  and  honfes  well  built,  ibid, 
people  polite  andeafy  in  their  carriage,  ibid,  the 
air  wholefomer  than  in  other  places  of  the  United 
Provinces,  ibid,   their  churches,  trade,  and  fol- 
diery,  29. 
Ham  AD  an,  befieeed  by  the  Turks,  2i4^  a  treaty 
of  peace  concluded  here  between  the  Turks  ana 
Vol.  II. 


Afghans,  253.    taken  by  Kouli  Khan.  283.   a 
battle  here,  wherein  the  Turks   are  vidorioas 
over  the  Perfians,  284.    this  town  again  in  the 
hands  of  the  Turks,  ibid. 
Hamburgh,  the  paflage  of  the  Elbe  to  this  city, 

12.  the  Briti(h  fadory  here  poiite  and  hofpitable, 

13.  incorporated  into  a  company,  14.  its  fitun- 
tion  for  trade,  ibid,  minillers  from  mod  of  the 
princes  in  Europe,  i  ^  fugar-baking  and  calico- 
printing,  the   greatcil   manufaflures  here,  ibid. 

.  the  number  of  inhabitants,  ibid,  governed  by 
four  burgomailers,  ibid,  the  number  of  pariHies 
and  churches,  ibid,  the  reiifi;ion  eftabliflied  is 
Lutheran,  16.  the  regular  forces  in  this  city, 
ibid,  its  fortifications  llrong,  but  the  jealoufy 
of  princes  its  greateft  fecunty,  ibid,  their  gar< 
dens  in  the  Dutch  tafte,  ibid,  their  houfes  fo 
built  that  fhips  may  unload  into  their  ware- 
houfes,  17.  confidered  with  refped  to  Germany 
what  Amfterdam  is  to  Europe,  ibid,  the  number 
of  (hips  bek)nfi;iRg  to  this  town^ibid.  their  cur- 
rent coin,  ibid. 

Harlbm,  the  ftage-boats  very  commodious  for 
travelling,  46.  noted  for 'the  manufadlory  of 
linen,  ibid,  the  hiilorv  of  this  town,  ibid,  the 
cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  to  the  inhabitants,  ibid, 
lays  claim  to  the  invention  of  printing,  ibid. 

Helvobtsluts,  the  port  whence  the  Harwich 
boats  fet  off,  62,  63.  a  ^ood  harbour  here,  but 
the  town  inconfiderable,  ibid,  ten  (hijps  of  war 
here,  62.  one  packet  only  remembered  to  be  loft 
betwixt  Helvoet  and  Harwich,  63. 

Hbraclius,  a  Georgian  prince,  prevails  in  Per* 
fia,  4^9.  improbability  of  eftaolilhing  him  at 
king,  ibid. 

Hbbat,  independent  of  Perfia,  124.  ^governed  by 
Ezadallah,  ibid. 

Hebbinofishbby,  a  fource  of  riches,  and  gives 
employment  to  a  great  number  of  hands,  31.  the 
kines  of  Great  Britain  had  formerly  this  affair 
unaer  confideration,  32.  felf^prefervation,  and  a 
regard  to  the  poor,  ou^ht  to  quicken  the  confi- 
deration  of  this  afair,  ibid.  32. 

Holland,  the  dykes  in  Holland,  a  great  defence 
againft  the  water,  29.  when  feverafplaces  were 
overflowed,  and  thoufands  periihed  in  this  coun- 
try, ibid,  they  can  lay  their  country  under  water 
at  any  dme,  ibid,  the  taxes  and  revenues  of  Ho!- 
land,  and  other  provinces,  ibid,  their  taxes  and 
revenues  compared  with  thofe  of  Great  Britain^ 
30.  the  province  ofTIolUnd  faid  to  pay  half 
the  tax  of  the  whole  feven,  ibid,  they  acquire 
riches  both  by  commerce  and  fifhery,  31.  their 
riches  acquired  by  induftry,  ibid,  reafons  for  diQ 
diminution  of  th^ir  trade,  ibid,  the  Dutch  have 
the  balance  of  trade  in  their  favour,  ibid,  their 
herring  fiiherv  a  fource  of  riches,  ibid,  their  pub- 
lic credit  ana  that  of  Great  Britain  confidered, 
^5.  the  Dutdi  do  not  think  the  civil  offices  con- 
'  temptible,  36.  the  United  Provinces  compared 
with  Great  Britain^  ibid.  &c,  the  pay  and  uum* 
O  o  o  ber 
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ber  oFtheir  fotdiery^  49.  Sir  William  Templets 
chara6ter  of  the  United  Provinces,  52.  a  bur- 
lefqae  cKarader  of  them,  ibid,  general  obfervati- 
ons  upon  them,  ibid.  Sec.  food  la  ufe  Among  the 
common  people,  ^4.  not  mnch  given  to  amoar, 
ibid,  not  pleafed  to  have  their  wives  mentioned 
in  company,  99.  their  following  the  fteps  of  the 
Spaniards  in  cruelty,  ibid,  their  prefent  iituation 
dangerous  and  uncertain,  ibid,  often  preferred  by 
the  immediate  hand  of  God,  j6.  their  condndl  in 
the  laft  war  unjuftifiable,  ibid.  ^7.  their  partiality 
to  France,  57,  Sec.  their  behavior  at  the  battle  of 
Fontenoy  artfal  and  ungenerous,  ^8.  their  ^opi- 
nions  with  regard  to  Great  Britain,  ibid,  their 
naval  ftrength  in  a  great  decline,  62. 

HussEtN,  king  of  Perfia,  his  chara^er,  103.  wil- 
ling to  quit  a)l  pretenGons  to  Kandahar,  lai. 
prepares  to  attack  the  Abdollees  and  Oufbegs, 
125.  prefides  at  the  divan,  at  the  trial  of  the  1\- 
themat  Doulet,  1  32.  convinced  of  the  innocence 
of  this  intnifter^  yet  pardons  his  aceufers,  13?. 
grants  a  peace  to  the  Lefgees,  1 4c.  arrival  of  the 
Tufltifii  embaffador,  143.  fends  an  embaflfador 
to  Conftantinopic,  144.  frightened  by  varioos 
ptefages,  returns  to  Isfahan,  145.  calls  a  coaa- 
cil  after  the  battle  of  Gulnabad,  1^7^  rc^s 
the  propofalt  fent  by  Maghnuul,  167.  behavi- 
our during  the  liege  of  Isfahan,  17c.  infataated 
by  the  'attiUce  of  the  Vali  of  Arabia,  176,  his 
deitgned  negotiation  refbied  by  Maghmod,  1 77. 
refigns  the  empire  to  the  conqueror,  179.  the 
ceremony  of  hb  abdication,  rSo.  rtdoced  to  the 
mimibef  of  five  women,  i  S4.  ratifies  his  abdica- 
tion, ibid,  the  bloody  mnrder  of  his  children  by 
Maghmud,  222  his  numerous  oiispring  aad  oa- 
bodnded  volaptuoufhcls,  ibid,  gires  an  abdica- 
tion to  AihrcW,  228.    mnrdered  by  him,  276. 

HirBiBiN  KHAN,  bfother  of  Maghmud,  commands 

'at  Kandahar,  399.   the  town  is  l^ockaded hy 

Nadir,  397.  offers  to  acknowledge  NadirVioive- 

re^gnty,  ibid,   is  confirmed  in' his  govarameat, 

ibid. 

l. 

Hi  AH  ru  a  AS  Ha,  gralid  viair,  piit  to  death,  ^aSS, 
leaves  Infmenfe  riches,  ibid,  his  body  dragged  at 
a  horfe'stail,  ibid. 

Ti  R  A  H I  !tt  K  H  AN  I  ?i|'adir's  brodiar,  engages  the  Lef 
gees,  and  is' killed,  3J7. 

Ibrak»m  mYrza,  fenr  by  his  brewer  Adil  Shah 

to  Isfahan  to  rake  recruits,  •  490.  rarolts,  4^6, 

;^^y.  defeats  his  brother,  aftd  patsiiim  to  deaths 

'457*  in  difficdhies'  for  want  of  money  and  'provi- 

fions,  49  8.   fends  Enlir  Khan  10  Tfthiran/  who 

*  joins  Ibrahtm^s  of^ponbnts,  4^0.  his  urmy  dif- 

I     ^  period,  andUim^IfCQt  off,  ibid. 

!   Tt'ws  return  to  their  own  teiihtry,'93. 

TmAm,  orhead  ofthdMahoaswidaM,  theGmtad 
'Signior  the  only  onct  H3*  'q^^rfet  tO  dkoiMiifti 
''tbnc'erning  it;  ibid.  anIwerA  of  theMnfti/244. 

HTDtANofeabttlf  hid  pmdente* and  great 'MBtis, 
2'3o.  Ufed'ihS'a'rff^fttl  InMflier  by  MMUMid^ 
'4bid,  his  eiUte  conttoitM  by  Alhrefl^  ibid. 


India,  meafures  taken  by  that  court  to  oppofe  iht 
Perftan  army,  360.  dilcord  among  the  Indian 
chiefs,  ibid,  the  pomp  and  number  of  the  Indian 
«rray,  363,  364.  it  incamps  in  the  plains  of  Kar- 
nal,  ibtd.  defeated  by  Nadir,  369.  the  lofs  of  the 
Indians,  ibid,  diftrefs  of  their  camp,  ibid.  370. 
nam  ber  (lain  by  the  Periians  in  marauding,  372. 
the  barbarous  treatment  of  the  Indians  by  the 
Perfians  in  colltding  the  contribntions,  382  the 
treaibre  ansafled  on  this  occaiion,  ibid,  value  of 
the  daokage  done  by  Nadir  to  the  Indians,  390. 
Indian  and  Armenian  merchants  burnt  alive  by 
Nadir,  432. 

Indus,  the  moft  confiderable  river  sn  Afia,  except 
the  Ganees,  36^-  iucoatlj:  of  great  extent,  ibid. 

loNiANs,  Inbdued  by  Darios,  85.  ^ 

laacLiajoN,  tkeordiatfy  (borco of  national  cala- 
mities,  71.  ' 

Isfahan,  ftate  of  it  after  the  battle  of  Gulaabad,. 
157.  the  toation  aad  extent  of  this  city,  164. 
its  river  and  bridges,  ibki.  its  magnificence,  and 
groat  noanber  of  whabicaoas,  ibid,  fullers  by  fa- 
mine, 175, 176.  mat  defefta>o»  ibid,  its  dread- 
ful otrcumfiances  by  ftmiae,  178.  the.pei^e  eat 
human  flefh,  ibid,  forraoder  of  the  dty,  179. 
barbaritiesof  the  Afghans,  189, 1^,  191. -a  new 
colony  of  Afghans  arrive  horn  I^andabar,  194. 
retaken  by  the  Perfian  army*  277.  cruelties  com- 
nitted  hare  by  Nadir,  432. 

IsMA£L  DofleflesthePer^duoue,  91.  one  of  the 
grealed  kiags  of  the  eaU,  ibid. 

IsMABL  II.  comes  to  the. crown  of  Perita,  92.  iiot 
up  in  prifon,  ibid  pats  his  brother  to^death,  93. 
dies  by  poifon,  ibid. 

JsMAEL  iJJ.  poflefles  the  crown  of  Perfia/ 93.  his 
throat  cut  by  a  barber,  ibid. 

ISM-AKL  B£c,  lent  embalHidor  to  Raffia,  202.  con- 
cludes a  treaty,  203.  the  particulars  of  that  trea- 
ty, ibid. 

IsFiRi  ZADS,  the  Grand  Sigaior's  chaplain,  his 
charaAer,  289.  a&fts  tfaereMs  in  the  conljpiiacy, 
ibid. 

Jvaaa,  uken  by  the  Afghans,  160.  when  bailt 
and  tshabitad,  ibid, 

K. 

K»LAT,  the  .great  r«plifitory  Oftrcafure  (wnm- 
dered  to  Adil  Shah,  450. 

Kani>a^har,  'thetpvervincf fabmits  to  Ak^r.i^p. 
racov<9r*d  by' 'Shah  Abas.^bid.  :lalis  again  into 
aha  hands  of  aho  Indians^  tbid.  »a*^tbcKt£t.baivier 
between  Perfia  and  India,  100.  taken  by^^hah 
Abas,  ibid,  befieged  by  the  Moghol^  ibid,  refti- 
tution  demanded,  101.  'the  rebellion  here  extin- 
•  niAed,  ibid,  m  caravan  Tokitcs*  finuD'  honce  4o 
'Maghmidy  219. 

Kaa  aoVD^  the  Tacks;  Maat«£iMilL  Khandtfie, 

K»AfcaxLtrRMim,aTciatil>n'Of  Nadir  Shahr^e 
mutual  confidence  betwetai  him  and  Aa.  gpifcr- 
floiof  tefiftaa^4i9. 

.iKjBiftaiAU, 
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]tftfBiiiyrA.K|  NaG(ir'&gre;(tb«rbaruie» here,  432. 
KuriVA  aad  Bpldura  taken  by  Nadir,  095.    he 

takes  fitun  theoce  'mtmy  thoiuiuul  Peruana  and 

Ouihegs^  396. 
KHoaASAN,  once  favoured  by  Nadir,  431.  in  the 

fame  mifery  as  other  parts  of  Perfia,  ibid. 
Khosrope  khan,  fentagainft  the  Afghans,  117. 

obtains  a  vidory  over  'them»  1 1 8.    lavs  fiege  to 

E^ndahar,  ibid,    his  defeat  and  deatA»  1 1.9.  his 

hiilory  and  chara£ter,  ibid. 
SLHunAyA.R  kuam,  governor  of  Pekier,  refiiies  to 

acknowl.Qd|e  Nadir's  ibveseignt^,  393.    capitu- 
lates and  gtves  ap  his  riches,  394! 
KiSLA^a,  fiibje£tto  the  &ufllans>  410.  built  coi  t)ie 

Perfian  terxitciriesy  ibid,  the  Ruuians  order  trpops 

hither,  ibid.       ^ 
KooM,  ShahHuflem^sohildxen  buritdhcrei^  229. 

^rrenders  to  Alhreff  by  capitalation,  234. 
£avLAa  aOassi,  naaied  Ahna^  endeavors  to 

fave  himfelf  by  flight,  aa8«  is  overtaken,  And  put 

to  the  rack.  ibid,  he  fliaya  hi;»  w'lSe,  and  ftab3  bun- 

Iblf,  ibid,  his  chara^r»  ibid. 
X  ouLiFAy  embafladQE  in  Auflta,  his  lettcf  to  Knez 

Galitzen,  the  Ruffian  emb^iflador,  45^. 
H^ovRDs,  a  refilefs  people^  124.  cottnAt  robbMes 

under 'die  walls  0/ Isfahan,  ibid. 
&vMMBa  o*DiH  KRAu.  the  Indian  viair,  trctated 

widi  ieverity»  382.  obliged  to  pay  a^reat  contH- 

btttion,  ibid,  his  fecretary  poubns  buufeU*  ibi^« 

remarkable  ftory  of  his  fon,  385.       -  -       /  - 

Larok,  a  fttlilepfovtere  in  India,  36$.  the  tfl^m 
of  Labor  taken  by  Nadir,  366.  he  refremi  his 
army,  367.  its  contribution  to  Nadir,  391. 

I^a,  the  o^ital  of  Lariftan,  taken  and  plundered, 
210. 

LeiLAM,  the  tfwybnttks  here  between  the  Perfifuis 
and  the  Turks,  321. 

LaoNiUAf*  king  of  Sparta,  defends  the  fttait  ft 
Thermopylae,  86. 

LasoBBs,  a  Abut  hardy  popple,  408.  patNad^*s 
army  in  confi^fion,  ibid,  attack  kw  teat,  ^nd  lake 
away  fome  of  has  treaiuie  and  women,  il^d^409. 
make  great  havock  amosLg  the  Perfian^,  after- 
wards repuUed,  499.  their  letter  to  the  KjAfliJip 
general,  410.  the  number  of  thejjr  tropjps,  411. 
oblige  Nadir  to  return  into  Per&a,  ibid,  /end  two 
embaiZadors  to  C«»ftaatin^le,  406.  offer  tp  ienre 
as  the  Swifs  fcrvc  the  French,  ibid.  See  Tar* 
TAas. 

LBYniw,  noted  for  its  andquity  and  univer£ty,47» 
and  for  a  maaufadlory  of  woollen  cloth,  ibid,  not 
fttffidently  fupplied  with  water,  ibid,  once  fo  be- 
fieged  by  the  Spaniards,  that  the  women  perform 
«i  the  military  du9»  ibid,  providentially  deli* 
vered  by  Count  Naflau,  48. 

LiNGBN,  a  town  in  Weftphalia,  on  the  death  of 
king  William  III.  devglred  to  the  houfe  of  Bran« 
d<miiig»a>* 


Lo  a  I  ST  AN,  Vali  of,  his  condoA  dX  the  bat^e  of 
Gubiabad,  <  55*  is  declared  generalifllmo  by  Shah 
Hufl*ein,  159.  his  love  to  his  country,  168:  makes 
an  i^icurfion  into  the  territory  of  Bagdat,  239.  his  1 
two  dauehcers  attend  him  in  this  expedition,  ibid.  | 

Lpva,  public,  broug^bt  into  action  by  a  virtuous 
example,  74.  reflexions  pn  public  love,  75,  &c.     ? 

LuTF  ALi  KHAN,  thc  Pcriian  gcucraJ,  beats,  the  ' 
xebels,  I  }0.  lays  contributions  on  the  inhabitanu 
of  Kherman,  ibid,  (cut  p  ifbner  to  court,  a^  &is 
army  difperfed,  ibid-  his  domeftic  enemies  cabal 
againd  bun,  ibid,  refolves  to  ferve  T^nias^i  96* 
bafbarouily  omrdered,  19J8. 

Lvzvar,  what  may  be  called  by  that  name,  19.     ( 


M. 


Macox,  taken  by  (i^priae,  19^ 
ATTAS,  ip^e 
h^l's  dominionij,  350. 


MAHAaaATTAS,  ip^e  ii^curuens  into  the  Mog< 


luruoii] 


Mamommbd  shaH,  the  great  Moghol  at  the  head 
of  his  army,  in  pei;rQn,  J63.  defeated  by  the  Fcr^ 
iians,  369.  gives  power  to  treat  with  the  Perftan 
inonarch,  370.  his  Interview  with  Nadir,  ibid, 
bis  ipeafiire  j^id  military  cheft  brought  to  Nadir, 
272.  delivers  himfelf  and  his  effeds  into  Nadir's 
bands,  ibid,  be  marches  from  Karnal,  373.  enters 
the  ^ity  of  I>ehlie,  J74.  receives  prefents  from 
Nadir,  585,  386.  his  ceiTion  to  Nadir  of  all  the 
countiy  on  the  w^^  <i^  the  Indus,  3 86,  &c.  ad- 
vice  givcp.l^  ti^ir  to  the  Moghol,  3S8. ' 

M^ffOMMBP,  founder  of  the  dynaily  of  the  paz- 
navids,  defeats'  thie  Cligi,  9S.  defeated  by  tb«a» 
^^,  4re  aH^Ufd  extirpated  by  him,  99. 

Mahommbd,  nephew  of  Aclimcd,  dpciared  fultan 
of  Turkey,  280.  his  behaviour  to  Patf Qua,  vyho 
raifi^  ham  to.tne  throne^  290. 

JMamom USD  ^ASS4,  gcfi^ralof  the  Turkilh  army, 
i^van^es  to  C^ri,  ^y.  jqius  Abdallab  Kpuproli, 
ibid,  marches  to  Erivan,  ibid*  defeajted  by  the 
PeriU^,  ii>iil.  1}^  ^n  a  fecoptf  fuj^gemei>t, 
ibid. 

Mahommed  fvrkvxusir,   t)ke  gjreat  |)lpg^oI» 
hh  i9HQiift«re  acquire  an  unlimited  auihqri^y,  jag. 
they  icize  his'  neripn,  and  dq>rive  bim  ot  hit  | 
^gbt,  ibid,  put  aim  to  de^thi  ioid. 

M^HOMftf  an  u  assav,  he^^s  the  rebellion  at  Aftra- 
bad,  ^2. 

Mahommbd  khan  BALoycus,  declaim  for Tseh^ 
mas  Sh^h  at  Shii^afs,  330.  defeated  by  Kouli  Kban 
'Xibid. 


ibid,  hai^gs  himfelf, 

IdAMOMMfD  KHOOA-BBMDB,  aCCCptS  of the  p-QWn 

of  Periia,93.  puts  three  of  his  brothers  to  deaths 

ibid,  his  charader  and  reign,  ibid. 
Mahommbd  KovLi  i^uan^  attacked  by  the  T^ks 

in  paffing  a  river,  ^15. 
A^Iamommbd  zamon  rkAV,  governor  of  the  Ab» 

doUes^  124.  routed  at  ^erat,  ibid^ 
MAH«Mif9DA|i|»  two  ieds  among  them»   1064 

their  diferent  fencts,  ibid. 
M^nvfA^rym^t,  ploth  mannfaftores  in  Engird 
9  p  o  ?  and 
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and  France  greatly  increafed,  i8.  linen  manu- 
factures greatly  improved  in  Scotland  and  ire« 
land.  23. 

Marathon,  the  Periian«  clcfcatcd  in  that  battle, 
86. 

Mardonxvi,  fent  by  Darius  againft the  AthenianSt 
89.  retreats  over  the  Hellefpont,  86.  is  killed  in 
the  battle  of  Plates,  87. 

Maicats,  uke  poflefDon  of  Babarain,  127.  attack 
die  Portneuefe  fleet,  ibid. 

MiccA  and  Medina,  in  the  former  Mahommed 
was  bom,  and  in  the  latter  buried,  243. 

Magabysus,  makes  the  Macedonians  tributary  to 
Pcrfia,  85. 

Me  LUCK  MACHMUDi  ffOTcmor  of  Sc^fian, 
marches  to  the  relief  oT  Isfahan,  176.  is  cor- 
rupted by  prefcnts,  177.  concludes  a  treaty,  and 
makes  himfelf  matter  of  Khorafan,  ibid. 

Merchant,  the  ufe  merchants  make  of  travel- 
ling, 64,65. 

Me  R  o  B,  murdered  by  order  of  her  brother  Camby - 
fes,  84 

Me&cat,  the  Imam  depofcd,  flies  with  his  family 
and  treafure,  412.  the  Perflans  enter  this  city, 
ibid,  are  furprized  by  the  Arabs,  and  pat  to  the 
fword,  ibid,  the  Meicats  victorious  at  fca,  ibid. 

Mescheo,  Shah  Taehmas  enters  in  triumph,  267. 
his  devotion  in  this  city,  268.  great  barbarities 
committed  here  by  Nadir,  43 2« 

Military  exploits,  reflexions  on  thdr  vanity, 
400.  the  confequences  of  fuch  exploits^  418. 

Militia,  thoughtt  on  it, 78,  79. 

MiLTiADBs,  defeats  thePerfiansin  the  battle  of 
Marathon^  86. 

MiM  BASHf,  a  certain  perfon,  hb  ikill  in  the  nfe 
of  the  fabre,  extraordinary,  444.  made  a  Khan» 
ibid.  Nadir's  way  of  trying  his  virtue,  ibid,  his 
pretence  for  ftransUng  thelChan,  ibid,  attacks 
the  Shah  with  a  fabre,  ibid. 

MiR  AB»ALLAH,brothertoMir  Vais,  focceeds  to 
the  government  of  the  Afghans,  122.  deflgns  to 
fubjed  Kandahar  to  Perfia,  ibid. 

MiR  MACiiMUD,MirVais*sfon, murders  his  ande» 
and  is  chofen  king  of  Kandahar,  123.  enters 
Kherman  with  his  army,  129.  is  defeated  by 
Lutf  Ali  Khan,  130.  raifes  an  army,  148. 
marches  to  Kherman,  and  takes  that  dty,  149. 
lays  fiege  to  Yezd,  hot  is  obliged  to  retire,  1 50. 
arrives  at  Gulnabad,  ibid,  defeats  the  Perfians 
there,  13 c.  incamps  at  Cheereftan,  159.  at- 
tacks Isfahan,  164.  repulfed  at  the  bridge  of 
Shirafs,  16$.  fends  propofals  of  peace,  166,  167. 
pillages  the  diftriA  of  Isfahan,  167.  his  anfwer 
to  the  propofal  of  a  negotiation,  176.  the  em- 

Siie  of  Perfia  reiigned  to  him,  170.  receives  the 
iadem,  and  takes  pofleflion  of  Isfahan,  180.  hit 
ceremony  of  procemon  on  afcendine  the  throne> 
182.  receives  homage  from  ShahHn&in,  and 
the  grandees  of  Perfia,  183.  regulates  the  civil 
pdlicy,  ibid,  confirms  the  Perfians  in  their  em- 
I>toyments,  ibid,  pnniflies  thofe  who  had  been 


unfaithful  to  Shab  Hufiein,  ibid,  his  behaviour 
after  the  inhabitants  of  Cafbln  revt^t,  1 89.  mur- 
ders the  Perfian  lords,  and  their  children,  ibid. 
190.  more  maflacres  and  barbarities  committed 
by  him,  190.  takes  Ghulpaigan,  196, 197.  lofes 
a  great  part  of  his  army  in  Cohkilan,  210.  raifes 
new  troops,  and  beficges  Yezd,  219.  is  obli^ 
to  raife  the  fiege,  220.  Jealous  of^AihreiF,  ibid, 
undergoes  a  religious  penance,  22 1.  murders 
Huflein^s  children,  222.  falls  into  a  delirium, 
the  Armenian  priefb  read  the  gofpd  over  him, 
ibid,  his  frightful  condition,  ibid,  his  mifcrable 
death  and  charader,  225. 

Mia  VAis,  his  [>ower  among  the  Afghans,  ic2. 
his  chara^r,  rbid.  fent  to  Isfishan,  ibid,  the 
ftate  of  Perfia  when  he  can>e  to  court,  104.  his 
intrigues,  ibid.  105.  he  goes  to  Mecca,  106. 
propofes  political  doubts  to  the  Mullahs,  ibid, 
returns  to  Isfahan,  107.  his  arts  to  alarm  the 
court,  ibid,  108.  raifes  a  fiifpicion  againft  Gur- 
ghin  Khan,  is  fent  bade  to  his  own  conntiy,  1  lo. 
engages  the  Afghans  to  revolt,  112.  maffinres 
Gnmiin  Khan,  takes  poflefiion  of  Kandahar, 
1 1 3. deputies  fent  to  him  from  the  Perfian  court, 
1 10.  defeats  the  Khans  of  Herat  and  Tavris, 
117.  the  province  of  Kandahar  inttrely  reduced, 
1 20.  his  death  and  charader,  121. 

MocHOL,  the  ftate  of  his  dominions  before  Nadir*s 
expedition  into  India,  349,  &c.  See  mahommed 

SHAH. 

Mosul,  befieged  by  the  Perfians,  350.  they  nufe 
the  fiege,  ibid. 

MovRTCMAKHoa,  the  A%hans  defeated  by  the 
Perfians  here,  276. 

Mullah  bashi,  hmh-prieft  in  Perfia,  his  fpeech 
at  the  eledion  of  KopU  Khan  as  king,  341,  is 
put  to  death,  ibid. 

Muntisiks,  a  tribe  of  Arabians,  throw  oiF  the 
Turkifh  yoke,  406.  their  chara^er,  ibid.  407. 

-Mi;aaAY|  Mr.  mt  difcourfe  before  the  ftciameat 
at  Hamburg,  13.  greatly  beloved  there,  14. 

Mustapra  EPPaNDi,  the  Grand  Si«kior*s  en- 

'  bafllkdor,  concludes  the  peace  widi  Nadir,  430. 
the  conditions  of  the  peace,  ibid,  the  pompous 
titles  afiiimed  by  thefe  two  potenutes,  ibid.  431. 

Mustapha  kham,  and  Comm  Khan,  of  a  vkto- 
Otts  charaOer,  favoured  by  Nadir,.  444.  Mofta- 
pha  Khan  difUnguiflied  for  his  honefiv,  449.  at 
Nadifs  deadi  on  sn  embafly  to*  Cenflantinople,. 
ibid. 

Mr  azA  MBHTtE,  the  affair  of  tranfladng  the  evan- 
lielifts  put  under  his  direction,  404.  fummons 
Armenian  biOiops,  Romifh  miflionaries,  and  Per- 
fian mullahs,  to  meet  him  at  Isfahan,  ibid,  the 
manner  this  tranfUtion  was  made,  ibid,  finiflied 

-  in  fix  months,  ibid,  prefenled  to  Nadii^  his  re- 
fledUons  upon  it,  ibid. 

N. 
Nacbivan,  the  Annemana  here  invite  die  Tvks 

inca 
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into  their  country,  213.  brought  under  the 
Turkifti  yoke,  ibid. 
n^.  yy  Nadir  kouli,  the  meaning  of  his  name,  256. 
'  /vC)  J/  where  bom,  ibid,  his  father's  iituation,  257.  bred 
^  I  a  fhepherd,  ibid,  obliged  to  gather  (ticks  for  a 
1  '  ^ -i '  * -^PP®*^'  ^^^^'  "  can*«d  into  captivity  by  the 
;  7  :  '  '  **  *  pufbegs,  ibid,  returns  to  Khorafan,  ibid,  a  com- 
panion of  robbers^  ibid,  enters  into  the  fervice  of 
a  Beg,  ibid,  murders  his  feljow -courier,  ibid,  alfo 
his  mailer  the  Beg.  and  marries  his  daughter,  258. 
retires  with  her  into  the  mountains,  ibid,  enters 
into  the  fervice  of  Babulu  Khan,  ibid,  noted  for 
courage,  addrefs,  and  perfonal  ftrength,  ibid* 
commands  an  expedition  ajgainft  the  Ou(begs»  259. 
acquires  honour,  and  is  difgraced,  ibid.  260;  re- 
tires to  Kselat,  ibid,  retreats,  to  the  mountains 
for  the  third  time,  ibid,  robs  for  fevera)  years, 
ibid,  joined  by  the  troops  of  Sef  O*  Din  Beg, 
261.  a  pardon  obtained  for  Nadir,  262.  goes 
to  Kxlat,  murders  his  uncle,  and  takes  the  for- 
trefs  of  Kaclat^  ibid,  wages  war  againft  the 
Afghans,  263.  takes  Nichabur,  and  reinforces 
his  army,  ibid,  obtains  the  Shah's  pardon  at 
Farabad,  264.  joins  his  forces  with  thoie  nnder 
Fatey  Ali  Khan  Khajar,  26^.  Nadir  kOls  this 
Khan,  and  acquirer  the  fole  command,  266. 
conducts  Shah  Tachmas  to  Nichabur  and  Mef- 
ched»  267.  increafes  his  army,  ibid,  is  named 
Tachmas  by  the  Shah,  268.  reduces  Khorafan 
and  Herat,  270.  returns  in  triumph  to  Mefched» 
ibid,  engages  Shah  Taehmas  to  remain  at  Tae- 
hiran^  275.  defeats  the  Afghans,  and  enters  If- 
fahan,  276,  279.  obtains  a  viAory  over  them  at 
Shirafsy  281.  takes  Hamadan  and  Tavris,  28^. 
grants  a  truce  to  the  Turks,  ibid,  augments  his 
army  in  Khorafan,  298.  difapproves  of  the 
peace  the  Shah  made  with  the  Turks,  299.  makes 
nisfon  governor  of  Khorafan,  301.  arrives  at 
Isfahan,  ibid,  endeavours  to  vindicate  his  con- 
dudk  to  the  Shah,  ibid,  delivers  letters  accuiine 
fome  of  his  courtiers,  302.  intrigues  to  depofe 
the  Shah,  ibid.  303.  takes  an  oath  to  the  infant 
king  Abas,  305.  advances  his  ions  and  brothers 
to  the  principal  governments,  ibid,  his  manifello 
difdaiming  the  peace  with  the  Turks,  ibid.  306, 
fends  an  embaifador  to  RufTia,  notify inj^  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  Abas  to  the  throne  of  Periia,  ibid, 
inarches  with  an  army  to  Bagdat,  307.  befieges 
this  city,  309,  &c.  defeated  by  the  Turks  in  the 
battle  of  Kerkoud,  313.  retires  to  Hamad  an, 
318.  recruits  his  army,  ibid,  hisftratagem,  321. 
routs  the  Turkiih  army,  321,322.  acquaints  the 
Ruiiian  court  of  his  fuccefsy.  329.  defeats  Ma- 
bommed  Khan  Balouche,  330.  marches  into 
Georgia,  and  takes  Tefflis,  331.  takes  Ganja' 
and  Shamakie,  333.  the  Ruffians  make  a  treaty 
with  him,  33c.  his  fpccch  to  an  aiTembly  of  tiie 
chiefs  of  Pcriia,  340.  Is  declared  kine,  241, 
342.  the  conditions  of  his  accepting  the  dia- 
dem, 342.  coins  money,  and  feizes  the  lands  of 
the  church,  343.  takes  the  ufual  oath  at  Caibin, 
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34;.  fends  an  embafTador  to  Turkey,  ibid, 
matches  to  Isfahan,  3^7  makes  preparations  for 
an  expedition  againft  Kandahar,  348.  how  his 
charaqer  difiers  from  that  of  Alexander  the 
Great,  353,  &c.  leaves  Isfahan,  355.  arrives  at 
Kandahar,  ibid,  befieges  the  town,  356.  caofed 
a  number  of  houfes  to  he  built,  ^ibid.  correfponds 
with  difcontented  lords  in  India,  357.  takes  Ca- 
bul,  359.  his  fevere  difcipline  by  ripping  open 
eighty  foldiers,  ibid,  takes  Cabul  by  ilorm,  ibid« 
fends  an  embalTy,  and  writes  to  the  Indian  em- 
peror, 360.  corrupts  the  Indians  with  the  plun* 
der  of  CaLul,  361.  meets  with  difficulties  in  his 
way  to  the  river  Indus,  ibid  362.  enters  into  a 
treaty  with  the  mountaineers,  362.  fends  another 
emba%  to  the  great  Moghol,  ibid,  his  pomp 
when  be  enters  the  Indian  territories,  363.  pafl'es 
the  river  Indus,  365.  takes  Jeminabad  and  Labor, 
366.  arrives  on  the  plains  of  Karnal,  367.  the 
number  of  his  army  in  India,  ibid  defeats  the 
Indian  army  at  Kamal,  369.  has  an  interview 
with  the  Indian  minillers,  370.  his  fpeech  to  the 
Indian  emperor,  371.  gives  a  gratuity  to  euery 
foldier,  373.  marches  from  Karnal  to  Dehlie, 
374.  orders  Dehlie  to  be  maflacred,  376,  &c. 
his  condu^  after  the  maflacre,  377.  large  fuma 
brought  into  his  treafury,  ibid,  is  diiTatisned  with 
his  fott*s  government  in  Perfia,  378.  fends  a  de- 
cree, confirming  all  governors  and  magiftrates  in 
their  po(b  till  his  return,  ibid. '  fends  an  embaf- 
fador  to  Turkey,  379.  tlie  conditions  his  embaf- 
fador  requires,  ibid,  pays  his  foldiers  their  ar- 
rears, with  a  gratuity,  in  his  own  coin  ftruck  up- 
on  this  occaiion,  380.  makes  prefents  to  the 
great  Moghol  and  Indian  lords,  385.  his  advice 
to  the  great  Moghol,  388.  marches  from  Dehlie, 
389.  puniihes  deferters,  ibid,  an  inftance  of  his 
vanity  and  avarice,  ibid.  390.  feizes  the  plunder 
belonging  to  his  own  foldiers,  392.  marches  to 
Peiflior,  393.  fends  his  treafures  to  Kselat,  395. 
reduces  Khieva  and  Bokhara,  396.  his  condudk 
to  his  fon,  who  makes  an  attempt  on  his  life, 
399.  arrives  in  the  ne'ghbourbood  of  Isfahan, 
ibid,  the  affli^^ion  for  his  darling  fon,  400.  fends 
an  embalTador  to  Ruffia,  and  another  to  Turkey, 
401 ,  402.  renews  his  claim  to  the  provinces  and 
cities  formerly  belonging  to  Peiiia,  402.  reduces 
the  Arabian  rebels  and  OuO}e2s,  ibid,  orders  a 
maufoleum  to  be  built  at  Mefched,  403.  aims  at 
btroducing  a  new  religion  into  Perfia,  ibid.  404* 
caufes  a  tranflatipn  of^the  four  evaneeliUs  to  be 
made  into  Perfic,  404.  marches  aeainft  the  Lt^- . 
gees,  and  enters  Dagiftan,  408.  difgufted  with 
the  Ruffian  court,  411.  his  cruelty  to  the  people, 
412.  his  avarice  and  cruelty  to  the  Perfians  by 
his  exorbitant  taxes,  ibid.  413.  demands  from 
the  Ottoman  court  the  reftitution  of  the  provinces 
in  Armenia,  Afia  Minor,  and  Georgia,  413.  writes 
a  letter  to  the  Grand  Signior,  and  anodier  to  the 
Buiha  at  Bagdat,  414.  the  Turks  dread  his  de- 
figns  againfi  them,  itud.  415.    declares  hindelf  a 
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Smmi,  415.    hispttn  of  ft  campaign  agjiitift  tlie 
Turks,   418.    poniihes  the  rebels  in  FariilUn. 
421.   orders  the  ammintof  the  lofsof  the  Bri- 
tish caravan  to  be  paid,  423.    recams  from  Tar- 
key  into  Periia,  iknd.    marches  kit  army  into  the 
Turkilh  dominions,  42;.    defeats  die  Turks  ia 
two  battlesv  427 » 428.  makes  a  peace  with  them, 
429.  &a    an  embafiador  fent  from  the  Ruffian 
couct  to  Nadir,  43  j .  orders  the  fons  of  the  nobles 
of  Georgia  to  attend  his  camp,  43a.    his  peeviftu 
nefs  and  cruelty  at  Isfahan,  ibid,    feveral  Iirdtan 
and  Armenian  merchants  bnmt  alive,  ibid.    tOf- 
tends  to  maflacre  part  of  his  own  army,  but  is 
himfelf  affafHnated,  433,  434.  flaugbter  by  the 
Tartars  after  his  death,  434.  motives  of  Nadir's 
fuppofed  intention  of  a  maflacre,   ibid,   reflec- 
tions upon  his  death  and  charader,  436,  437,60. 
aj^e  and  reign,  ibid,  a  ereat  compofition  ia  hit 
charadter,  437.    his  perion,  ibid,  his  voice ftrong 
and  fonorous,  ibid,    his  corpora]  ftrength  great, 
ibid,    dexterity  in  the  battle  ax,  ibid     hie  me- 
mory and  knowledge  of  the  genius  of  the  Ftr*- 
iians,    ibid,    his  ikili  in  the  finances,  438.     far 
advanced  in  life  before  he  learned  to  read,  ibid, 
his  diet  and  drefs,  ibid,  his  love  of  women,  ibkl. 
his  deteftation  of  fodomy,  ibid.    punlOied  thoft 
that  were  fadrical  upon  him,  439.    inflanees  of 
his  avarice,  440.  it  increafed  with  his  years,  44a. 
his  jealoufy  and  diftmft,  ibki.     his  artful  way  of 
gaining  the  afie£lion  of  his  army,  444.  his  pra* 
oence,  refelntion,  and  prefence  in  adion,  44$. 
preferred  ftraugem  to  force,  446.   made  an  ^a« 
cnlatoij  prayer  before  a  batde,  ibid.    uide^« 
gable  in  perlonal  application,  and  the  duty  of  a 
commander,  ibid.    pmU^al  in  paying  his  army, 
ibid,    the  fole  vender  of  doth,  and  lome  other 
commodities,  to  them,  ibid,  capricious  fometiraes, 
pardoned  great  ofenders,  4^7.    his  behaviour  to 
nis  minifters,  ibid,    his  conand  in  the  beginniiig 
of  his  reipi,  ibid,  delirered  Perfia  from  the  yoke 
of  the  Afghans,  448.  the  motires  that  infloenced 
his  adlions,  ibid.    xefle£tions  on  his  tyranny  by 
his  nephew  Adil  Shah,  45 1 .   tyrannical  govern** 
ment  has  reduced  Perfia,  460. 
Aza   VLLAK,    defeats  the  Khan  of  Hamadaa, 
191,  192.     pillages  feveral  parts  of  Perfia,  192. 
fent  to  Farfiftan,    196.  makes  himfelf  maifterof 
the  towns  of  that  province,  207.  is  killed  at  the 
fie^  of  Shirafs,  ibid,    his  death  and  cha^^r, 
ibid,     his    monument    ereded    by    Maghmud, 
208. 
Nisft  ALi  MvazA,  Nadir*s  fecond  fon,  marries  the 
great  MoghoVs  niece,  384.  defeats  t^  pretender 
Saun,  420.    fails  a  facrtfice  to  Adil  Shah,  4^0. 
NisLt  MAKO'MMED  AG  A,  cttvoy  from  the  Grand 
Signior  to  Peter  the  Great,  198.  his  pubhc  entry 
at  Mofco,  ibid. 
JN>zaM  AL  liULucK,  a  chief  in  India,  acquaints 
Nadir  of  the  affkh-s  at  the  Moghot^  court,  952. 
an  interview  between  him  and  Nadir,    369.   oh* 
Jiged  €0  raife  a  large  conmbntbn,  $9t. 


Oowns.  csdled  Darius  Nothus,  afeends  tbe  throne 
of  Periia^  88^'  puts  Arfites,  and  others,  to  death. 
ibi4.  redttoet  Egypt  and  Media,  ibid,  his  death, 
ibid. 

OcRus,  (on  of  Artaaerxes  II.  conceals  hi&fkthaa\ 
death,  88.  governs  ten  months  in  his  fatfaes^s 
name,  ibid,  makes  a  decree  for  declaring  him- 
idf  king,  ibid,  governs  in  hia  own  name^  ibid« 
a  crud,  but  a  valiant  piace,  ibid.  leoovtrs  £- 
gypt,  ibid,  iiibdaes  Sjfna  and  Cyprus^  ibicL  flaia 
by  Bagoss,  89. 

OaasrcB,  prince  of,  a  fa£Uon  in  Holland  againil 
his  being  ftadthdder,  49.  the  fixth  ftadtholder 
of  that  iUuflfions  famiUr,  ibid,  hia  five  predecef- 
fors  founded  and  pieierved  that  rqpubCc,  ibid. 
his  good  charaAer,  §0.  the  memoiy  of  this  ex- 
oelleik  prhfotf,  ibid. 

OvsaiGs.  SeeTikaTAaa. 

P- 
PATaoNA  KAbtL,  njaniilaryp  brings  about  a  rero- 
Intion  in  Turkey,    285.    dethrones  the  fnhaa, 
289.    advances  MahaauDed  the  fultan*s  nephew, 
to  the  throne,  ibid,    his  behaviour  to  the  new 
fultan,  290.    his  extraordihaxy  adventures,  292, 
Ac.    he  and  oihiBr  rebels  pat  to  death  in  the  fe- 
raglk),  295. 
PiisHoa,   a  city  m  India,  taken  \f  Nadir,  aSa. 
the  governor  wosi  to  his  intereft,   ibid.    MuGr 
advances  thence  10  the  Indus,  265. 
PaaANcn,  reUgiOus,    Ma^mud  andiettakes  one, 

121.  moft  liifprifing  and  fuperHitsous,  ibid. 
Pf  asiA,  lit  empire  munded  by  Cyras  the<ri«nl, 
8i.  the  feoond  of  the  foor  monarchies^  ibid, 
what  occafioned  their  being  an  eafy  conqueil  to 
the  Grecians,  90.  the  monarchy  beeomes  a  part 
of  the  Grecian  empire,  ibid,  this  kingdom  re^ 
ftored  by  Artaxerxes,  ibid,  when  oonqnered  by 
the  iSaracens,  ibid,  its  tranqtulligr  in  the  ban- 
ning of  this  eighteench  century,  97.  the  Afj^uas 
the  authors  of  its  catairophe,  ibid,  the  corrup- 
tions of  the  court  umier  Shah  Huffein,  103.  me 
divifions  and  parties  in  Perfia,  104.  the  lAdif- 
creet  talk  of  the  Rufiian  embaflador  made  way 
for  the  invafion  of  Perfia,  no.  a  rebellion  raifed 
by  Mir  Vais  at  Kandahar,  ibid,  a  vidory  ob- 
tained by  the  Peiiiabs  over  the  Afghans,  118. 
the  Afghans  defeat  the  Perfians,  ibid,  are  de- 
feated by  Eaadallah,  126.  the  Perfian  army 
marches  to  fight  the  Afghans,  152.  pnmber  of 
the  Perfian  army,  ibid,  their  cmdnEt  towards 
the  Acmeniansof  Tulfa,  160,  161.  the  empirt 
refigned  b^  Shah  Hufiein,  179,  180.  the  nor- 
thern provinces  in  Perfia  invaded  by  the  Rufiians* 
187.  mafiacres  by  Maghmod,  189,  190.  the 
advantages  the  Caar  and  the  Grand  Signior  made 
b^  the  troubles  of  Perfia,  200,  202,  235.  a  {ar« 
tition  of  the  Perfian  dominions,  216.  Perfian 
lords  maflaaed  by  Aflue^  234.  ^the  dcpkraUc 
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ftate  of  the  Berfian  monarch/^  23;.  the  Periians 
enter  Isfahan,  and  take  re  vendor  the  Afgh^s, 
277.  make  peace  with  the  Tarks,  298.  the 
great  chanee  in  the  Perfian  affairs  by  Kouli  Khan, 
337.  the  Perfians  defeat  the  Indians,  360.  the 
mafTacre  at  DehUe,  376.  groan  under  Nadir's 
tyranny,  412.  abandon  their  country,  ibid,  bay 
korfes  from  the  Turks,  for  the  ufe  of  their  army, 
414.  the  diftrefTed  fituation  of  PeHia  by  Nadir*s 
avarice,  424.  they  defeat  the  Turks  in  two  bat- ' 
ties,  427,  428.  the  Per£an  armv  difperfed,  434. 
the  Perfians  polite,  cunning,  and  deceitful,  4^.3. 
their  great  confufion  and  calamities  by  Nadir*a 
ufurpation,  460.  dreadful  defolation  by  the  ra- 
vages of  war,  ibid. 

Pet  BR  the  GREAT,  deri|[ns  to  open  a  communica- 
tion between  the  Cafpian  and  Euxine  feas,  1 86. 
fends  an  embaflador  to  Perfia,  to  complain  of  the 
Oufbegs,  ibid,  invades  the  northern  parts  of 
Perfia,  187,  operations  of  his  army,  187,  t88. 
afiembles  an  army  near  Dagiftan,  200.  his  con- 
dud  in  relation  to  Perfia  not  agreeable  to  the 
Porte,  2x5.  conferences  renewed  with  him,  z  1 6. 
a  treaty  concluded  between  the  Czar  and  the 
Porte,  217.  the  arricles.  of  that  treaty,  ibid.  2 1 8» 
his  death,  239. 

PuBOYMA,  difcovers  the  impoftor  Smerdis  by  the 
lofsof  his  ears,  85. 

Pmilip  of  Macedon,  chofen  general  aninft  the 
Perfians,  89.  murdered,  and  mcceeded  by  his  fon 
Alexander,  ibid. 

Platba,  thcPcrfian  army  defeated  here,  87. 

Political  affairs,  the  difficulty  of  paffing  a  true 
judgment,  66. 

Portugal,  their  former  trade  to  the  EaftJndies 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch,  3 1 . 

PoRus,  conquered  by  Alexander  the  Great,   366* 

367- 

Poulah  »asha,  fent  by  the  Serafkier  to  keep  the 
poll  of  Tahajak,  319.  abandons  that  p^s  to.  the 
enemy,  ^20. 

Princb,  rtfledtion  on  not  paying  the  debts  of  one 
(ie^eafed^  ^442. 

R. 

Rblioion,  Nadir's  projefi  jof  introducing  a  new 
^eligion  into  Perda^  403. 

Reshd,  the  ^ngli(h  favors  plundered  here  by  order 
6f  Amur- Aijan  Xhan,  ^455. 

Rivbrs,  Nadir's  manner  of  growing  bridges  over 
•them,  365. 

Rika  K0ULi«MYRZA,  Nadir's  fon,  appointed  by 
his  father  regent  of  Perfia,  352.  his  charader, 
ibid,  defeats  the  Oiifbe^  Tartars,  396.  ^-etnms 
,  vi^rious  to  Mefched,  ibid,  his  opprefiive  go- 
vernment, 357'.  his  bad  adminifiration  difpleafes 
.  bis  father,  378.  makes  an  attjcmpt  on  his  father's 
life,  397.  behaves  very  obftinately,  39^.  his  eyes 
put  out,  ibid,  falls  a..facrific&  to  die  jealoufyof 
Adil  Shah,  .450. 


3^011  AM  c«nqnefi,  270  years  after  the  Graecian  em- 
pire, 90.    Its  duration,  ibid. 

Rome,  once  the  milbefsof  the  world,  its  prdent 
^degenerate  condition,  73. 

Rotterdam,  next  in  rank  to  Amfterdam,  6i>  its 
advantages  beyond  that  city,  ibid,  its  trade,  ibid, 
has  a  good  exchange  lately  iiniflied,  ibid,  its 
great  church,  where  the  monuments  of  the  Tea- 
officers  are,  ibid,  on  the  great  bridge  Eral'mus's 
Aatue,  ibid,  the  firitiih  faftory  there  compofed 
chiefly  of  North-Britons,  ibid,  a  Scotch  church 
there,  ibid  and  an  Englifh  regular  church,  ibid. 
the  fa£tor5  hofpitable,  62. 

Russia,  an  embafiador  fent  ^m  that  court  to  If- 
fahan,  107.  ftranee  alarms  raifed  in  Perfia  at 
his  coming,  ibid,  his  chara£ler,  108.  the  Ruf- 
fians uneafy  at  the  conquefls  made  by  the  Turks 
in  Perfia,  239.  the  fuccefs  of  the  Ruffian  arms 
there,  233,  234.  mifunderflanding  between  the 
Ruffians  and  Turks,  245.  an  embafTador  fent  by 
Kouli  Khan  to  this  court,  3  34.  conquefl  on  the 
Cafpian  coafl  delivered  up  to  Perfia,  335.  Kouli 
Khan*s  condudk  towards  Ruffia,  338.  the  Ruffians 
reflore  the  dominions  that  belonged  to  the  Per- 
fian .  empire,  34a  an  embafikdor  fent  to  Ruffia 
fay  Nadir,  380.  one  fent  with  prefents  after  his 
return  from  India,  401.  alarmed  at  Nadir's  be- 
ing on  their  frontiers,  410.  fend  an  embafikdor 
to  Nadir,  ibid,  proceed  with  great  caution  in 
oriental  treaties,  455. 
S. 

S  A  ADIT  XHAN,  takcu  pHfoncr,  368.  has  the 
charge  of  the  city  of  Dehlie  for  Nadir,    373. 

-  deflroys  himfelf  375. 

Sabbath,  the  du/y  of  obferving  it  fb-iffly  com- 
manded, 13. 

Sacrament,   reflexions  on  it  at  Hamburg,  13, 

.  *+• 

Saiu>   achmbd   khan,    governor  of    Kherman^ 

treacheroufly  defiroyed  by  Afhreff",  27 1 . 

Salbh  beg,  afifaffinates  Nadir  Shah,  434. 

Saun,  a  pretender  fent  into  Perfm,  420.  his  hiftory 
and  appearance  in  Perfia,   ibid,    joined  by  an 

'  army  of  Lefgees,  ibtd.  marches  into  Shirvan, 
421.  defeated  by  Nezr  AH  Mvrza,  ibid,  one 
of  his  eyes  cut  out,  ibid,  fent  oy*  Nadir  with  a 
mefiage  to  the  Ottoman  court,  ibid. 

.SALAMis,  thePerfian  fleet  defeated  here,  87. 

ScHiiCH  EiUAR,  fets  up  a  pew  religion,  91.  mur- 
dered by  Rnflan,  ibid,  leaves  behind  him  Ifmael 
aiid  two  other  fons,  ibid. 

'ScHiAs  and  Sv^m  ttt  two  feds  among  the  Mahom- 

.medans,    343.   divide  the  Perfians  and  Turks, 

the  former  being  Schias  and  the  latter  Sunnis, 

ibid,    a  decree  by  Nadir  to  unite  thefe  two  feds, 

ibid.  J44. 

Scttuuns  invade  Thiace,  and  plunder  the  couU'* 
try,  »s. 

S^FFJE  M7a.^A,  Shah  Hn^in's  fon,  a  report  th^t 
,  he  efcafted  end  retitcd  to  Tofkey,  221.  ' 
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SiFfip.  \  ^T\i':\  Pes  Inn  pTir.cc,  91..  faid  to  have 
come  into  che  moi  J  wicli  his  iiduds  bloody,  ibid. 
inllancLS  of  his  criitlty,  (j^.  had  not  a  proj)cr 
education,  ibid  orders  his  iou  to  be  blinded,  ibid. 
h■.^  dj.ii\.  ib.J. 

Sehue  kouli  khaw,  ma^'c  'general  by  the  court 
of  i'eifia,  125.  defeated  and  cut  off  by  the  Ab- 
dollccs,  126  anoclior  of  that  name  taken  prifo- 
ncr  by  the    Tuik.?,   «ind  cruelly   put  to  aeatb> 

SfPFiEs.  the  time  this  fnnuly  poiTcfled  the  throne 
of  Perfia,  91.  it  ended  in  tne  pcrfon  of  Shah 
Huffein,   180. 

Shahrokh,  grandfon  to  NaJir,  uncertain  whether 
he  wtis  a  i^crlfice  to  Auil  Shah*s  jealoufy,  4^0. 
declared  king  of  Pcrfia,  458.  marches  againll 
the  Afghans,  ^59.  obliged  to  yield  to  Shah 
Doub,  ibid. 

SuALtMAR,  Nadir  mufters  his  army  here,  389. 
marflies  thence  to  Kama),  390* 

Ships,  Nadir  attempts  to  get  a  fleet  of  (hips,  411. 

Shirass,  befieged  by  the  Afghans,  207.^  a  fup^Iy 
intercepted,  209.  diftreiled  by  famine,  ibid, 
taken  and  facked,  ibid,  again  doomed  to  diflrefs 
and  flaaghter,  421. 

Sjrbvllind  kban,  an  Indian  lord  of  good  repu- 
tation, ^76.  obuins  the  cefladon  of  the  flauehter 
at  Deblie,  ibid,  appointed  chief  coHedor  of  the 
Indian  contribations,  381.  his  declaration  to 
Nizam  Al  Muluck,  ibid. 

Smbrdis,  the  Artaxerxes  of  the  fcrirture,  ufarps 
the  throne,  8^.  ililed  the  magian,  ibid,  endea- 
vours to  gain  the  affedions  of  the  people,  ibid, 
difcovered  as  an  impoftor,  ibid.  juTaumated  by 
the  nobility,  ibid. 

Son  PUT,  Paniput,  and  feveral  Indian  villagei  plun- 
dered by  the  Perfians,  373. 

SoGDiANus  afurps  the  throne  of  Periia,  88.  fur- 
renders  to  Ochus,  ibid. 

Stadtholder,  the  expediency  of  one  in  the  Unit, 
ed  Provinces,  49.  in  the  infancy  of  William  IIL 
this  dignity  annulled,  ibid,  the  terror  of  the 
French  armies  oblieed  the  States  to  chu(e  this 
prince,  ibid,  after  nis  deceafe  the  dignity  fuller- 
ed to  expire,  ibid,  a  French  znny  being  at  hand, 
this  dignity  conferred  on  the  prince  of  Orange, 
50.  his  authority  confined,  51.  the  appointment 
of  the  ftadtholder,  ibid. 

SvLiMAN,  king  of  Perfia,  96.  his  health  impaired 
by  drnnkennefs  and  women,  ibid,  under  him 
Periia  began  to  decline,  ibid. 

SvLiMAN,  uncle  to  Shah  Taehmas,  aflumes  the 
diadem,  499.    foon  becomes  a  facriiice,  ibid. 

SuLiMAN  fiPFBKDi,  fent  by  the  Turks  into  Perfia, 
270.  acGjuaints  his  court  of  an  approaching 
change  in  Periia,  27 1. 

SuLiMAN,  the  lieutenant  of  Achmed  Baiha,  defeats 
the  Arabians,  414.  returns  home  with  a  rich 
booty,  ibid* 

Sultan  ysYDAK,  pl^ns  where  Nadir  calls  be- 
fore  him  the  chiefs  of  the  Tartars,  433.  difdofed 


a  defign  of  mafflacring  a  great  ©art  of  his  arn>/, 
ibid,     the  conference  ovcrhe^iU  Py   a  Georgian 
flavc,  ibid. 
Sunn  IS,  the  Grand  Signior  claims  authority  over 

thisfeflof  Mahomnicdans,  271. 
Swedes,  at  war  with^the  Ruffians,  414.    dcfirc  the 
Turks  to  break  with  their  encnrJes,  ibid. 

Syria,  fubjed  to  Sclcucus«  90. 
T. 

T^.HMAS.  afcends  the  Peril  an  throne,  92.  his  wars 
with  Suliman  the  Grand  Signior,  ibid. 

T./F.HMAS  MYRZA,  declared  lucccflbr  to  his  father 
HuiTein,  172.  efcapes  from  Isfahan,  173.  takes 
the  title  of  king,  184.  endeavours  to  recover  h;s 
dominions,  19^.  fends  an  embaiTador  to  the 
Porte,  202.  yields  Ghilan  and  other  provinces 
to  the  Czar,  204.  his  condu^  towards  the  Ar- 
menians,  211.  routs  a  body  of  Afghans,  232. 
efcapes  from  AfhrefF,  234.  endeavours  to  ne- 
gotiate a  treaty  with  the  Ruffians  and  Turk^, 
24^,  247.  lives  obfcurely  at  Farabad  in  Mazan- 
dcran,  261.  fends  an  embaffador  to  the  Pone, 
270.  defeats  Aihreff,  274.  enters  Isfahan,  278. 
gives  his  general,  Kouli  Khan,  the  power  of  raif- 
mg  money,  279.  marches  to  Erivan,  and  obtains 
fome  advantages  over  the  Turks,  283.  afterwards 
defeated  at  Aftabat,  and  again  at  Hamadan,  284^ 
makes  peace  with  the  Turks,  298.  gives  up  Ar- 
menia,  Erivan,  and  Georgia,  ibid,  his  paci£c 
nieafures  not  agreeable  to  ICouli  Khan,  299.  put 
to  death  by  the  contrivance  of  Riza  Kouli  Myrza, 
397*  39^-    the  laft  of  the  Sefiie  family,  398. 

Taghi  khan,  governor  of  Farfiftan,  a  Beglerbeg. 
410.  the  honours  allowed  him,  ibid,  his  revolt 
ana  charader,  421.  Shirafs  taken  by  ilorm,  ibid, 
carried  to  Isfahan  with  his  favourite  wile  and  re- 
lations, ibid,     their  puniihment,  ibid.  422. 

Tamaras  khan,  a  general  of  great  experience, 
432.    revolts  from  Nadir,  ibid. 

Tamerlanb  conquers  Bajaze't,  91.  fubdues  Per- 
fia,  ibid,    his  death,  ibid. 

Tanisiir,  an  Indian  town  plundered^  and  put  to 
the  fword  by  Nadir,  391. 

Tartar.s  Oufbeff,  invade  the  province  of  Herat, 
^9.  are  obliged  bjr  Abas,  king  of  Perfia,  to  re- 
tire, ibid,  make  incurfions  into  Khorafan,  125. 
Nadir's  manner  of  treating  them,  445. 

Tartars,  Lefgees,  their  natural  difpofition,  125. 
their  motives  to  invade  Perfia,  ibid,  obtain  a 
vidlory  over  the  Perfians,  1 39.  fue  for  a  recon* 
citiation,  ibid,  invade  Shirvan.  and  uke  Sha- 
makie,  146.  commit  great  cruelties  here,  ibid, 
occafion  great  confternation  at  the  Periian  court, 
ibid.  H7.  take  pofleffion  of  the  reft  of  Shiryan, 
147.  beat  the  lUian  of  £rivan>  ibid,  and  lay 
fiege  to  Ganja^  ibid.    See  Lbscbrs. 

Tavris,  one  of  the  iineil  cities  in  t^e  eaftt  Uh 
befieged  by  the  Turks,  ibid,  the  inhabitants  de» 
feat  Uiem,  ibid,  befieged  by  a  gteat  anny  of 
Turks,  236.   taken  after  a  bloody  conteft,  237. 

Thbbbia 


I      N      D      E      SI 


TBE«ga,  pIoMkiMraDd 4^au)liflied  by  Camby&s, 

THBi«i8T«fit88,  defirate  die  Ferion  fleet  At  Saia- 
«»,  S7.  baaiAtd  by  tbe  AcheniafiSa  ibid,  chufes 
zo  poison  hiffiifif  ratber  ib^a  figbt  ^aiaft  kis 
country,  ibid. 

TiRiNs,  Mir  vais  concerts  a  confpiracy  with  that 
tribe,  113. 
.     To  PAL  osMAN  BASHA,  appointed  generaliffimo  oF 
theTurkifh  army,  306.  bis  fb-acagem,  312.  de- 
'  feats  the  Perfians  near  Ba^at,  514.    fends  his 

army  into  quarters,  3 1 8.  killed,  and  the  Turks 
routed,  321.  his  body  fent  to  Bagdat,  322.  his 
educacionin  the  fera^lio,  323.  lent  by  the  fuj. 
'  tan  to  the  baiha  of  Cairo,  ibid,  taken  by  a  Spa- 
nifli  piivateer,  ibid,  ranfomed  from  flfivery  by  a 
native ^of  Marfeilles,  324.  his  gratitude  to  his 
benefaftor,  325.  made  feralkier,  ibid,  made  go- 
vernor of  Romania,  ibid,  his  benefactor  and  his 
fon  kindly  received  there,  326.  made  grand  vizir, 
ibid,  receives  his  deliverer  at  Conflantinople, 
ibid,  is  difplaced,  and  made  bafha  of  Trebifonde, 

327.  ordered  to  command  the  Ottoman  armies, 
ibid,     his  fon  promoted  by  the  Grand  Signior, 

328.  his  good  chara^r,  ibid, 
Travbllino,   reflections  on  the  ufe  of  it,  64* 

&c. 

Turkey,  a  furpriiing  revolution  here,  285,  &c. 
tjie  grand  vizir,  and  other  officers,  put  to  death, 
z88.  the  faltan  dethroned,  and  his  nephew  Ma- 
hommed  declared  emperor  of  the  Ottoman s»  289. 
a  rebellion  breaks  out  a  fecond  time,  296.  the 
rebels  difperfed,  ibid. 

Turkish  embaifador,  fent  to  the  court  of  Perfia, 
1^.  the  ceremony  of  admiffion  to  audience, 
ibla.  a  Turkiih  envoy  arrives  at  Isfahan,  190. 
watched  by  the  Afghans,  ibid,  foon  ordered  to 
depart,  191. 

Turks,  extend  their  conquers  in  Periia,  188.  an 
envoy  fent  to  the  Czar  from  the  emperor  of  the 
Turks,  201.  he  requires  the  Czar  to  withdraw 
his  troops  from  Derbend,  199.  their  conduct 
during  the  troubles  ip  Periia,  201.  the  Porte  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  Czar*s  conduct,  ibid,  take  Tav- 
ris  and  Ganja,  237.  their  army  advance  within 
four  and  twenty  leagues  of  Isfahan,  238.  evade 
fettling  the  limits  of  their  conquefts  in  Periia  with 
the  RuiHaa  rpfident,  240.  difpute  between  two 
Turkiih  generals,  245.  are  defeated  by  the  Af- 
ghans, 250.  the  iituation  of  the  Porte  in  regard 
to  other  powers,  251.  the  Turks  make  gfeat 
preparations  againfl  the  Afghans,  252.  junfuc 
cefsful  againil  the  Armenians,  ibid  fend  com- 
miiGoners  into  Periia,  to  treat  with  AihrefF,  253. 
SL  treaty  concluded  between  the  Turks  and  Af- 
ghans, ibid,  attack  the  Perfian  camp,  283.  cruel- 
ly ufe  a  Periian  officer.  284.  make  an  advanta- 
geous  peace  with  the  Periians,  298.  declare  war 
aeaind  the  Periians,  306.  defeat  the  Perfians  at 
kerkoud  and  Leilam,  3 1 3,  3 1 4, 32 1 .  are  routed 
Vch.  JI. 


by  the  PeriitJit,  $11,  ^22.    ilefira6<  of  pi^ 

^iifkk  P«rfia,  334.  pM^e  hr  war  with  ftuiia- 
3|8,  an  iinbafiador  feat  by  Nadir  wkh  prefrnts 
after  his  return  froia  IndiB,  401.  conclude  a 
peace  with  the  &iiiaiu  ai^d  Imperiatifts,  ibidi 
their  dangerous  fituatipii  9a  account  of  l^adir's 
demands,  412.  the  conduA  of  this  court  impru- 
dent with  regard  to  the  governor  of  Ba?dat,  416. 
intrigues  of  the  Ottoman  court,  ibid,  they  make 

freat  preparations  for  war,  425.  defeated  by  the 
erfians  in  two  battles,  427,  428.  the  European 
Turks  enervated  on  entering  Aiia,  429.  a  peace 
concluded  with  the  Perfians,  431. 


Vachtanca,  declared  Vali  of  Georgia,  140.  pre- 
parations made  by  him  againft  the  Lefgees,  ibid, 
who  are  iavcd  by  a  court  intrigue,  ibid,  takes 
an  oath  never  to  appear  in  arms  in  favor  of 
Perfia,  141.  his  affiflaiice  is  de£red  by  Shah 
HufTein,  but  refufed,  172.  depofed,  and.  takes 
refuge  at  the  Ruffian  court,  196. 

Utrecht,  remarkable  for  the  treaty  made  there, 
25. 

W. 

War,  the  inilriMnent  of  divine  juflice,  460.  not 
from  the  original  conftitution  of  things,  ibid,  tht 
dreadful  defolations  by  war  in  Periia,  ibid. 

Windmills,  of  great  advantage  to  the  Dutch,  33* 
ufed  for  grinding  woads  and  materials  for  dying* 
and  many  other  purpofes,  ibid. 

Wool,  Engliih,  the  computation  t)f  its  value  when 
manufa^bred,  7^. 

X. 

Xerxes,  fucceeds  his  father  Darius,  86.  reduces 
Egypt,  ibid,  prepares  to  conquer  Greece,  ibid, 
loies  twenty  thoufand  men  at  Thermopylas,  ibid, 
plunders  the  temple  at  Delphos,  ibid,  plunders 
and  burns  Athens,  ibid,  his  vaU  army  defeated 
at  Platex,  87.  abandons  himfelf  to  pleafures^ 
ibid,  murdered  while  (keping,  ibid. 

Xerxes  II.  murdered  forty-iive  davs  after  his  ac- 
ceffion,  88. 

Z. 

Zeber^e^t  khan,  fortnerly  taken  priioner  by 
the  Afghans,  193.  Ghiez  taken  by  him,  ibid. 
Ben-Itfahan  furrenders  to  him, '194.  returns  to 
Isfahan  with  booty  and  provifions.  ibid,  takes 
Shirafs,  209:    his  eftate  feized  by  AfhrciF,  230. 

Zekariah  khan,  governor  of  L  ah  or,  meets  Na- 
,  dir  with  a  large  contribution,  391.     ordered  by 
Nadir   to   furniih    his    army   with   provifionsi 
394- 

P  p  p  Zell» 
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ItfMy  d«¥olred  to  tke  bonfeof  Hanorer,   12,  Zorab  khan,  a  Georgian,  promoted  to  the  of. 

the  palace  fortified  commands  an  extenfive  pro-  fices  of  treaforer  and  general  by  Adil  Shah,  456. 

fpcA,   ibid,    the  diniches  in  it,  ibid,    diftin-  fentby  the  Shah  to  Ibrahim  Myrza  his  brodier  at 

^aiflied  for  fine  horfcs,  ibid.  Isfahan,  ibid,    treacheroofly  killed  ^ere,  ibid. 

ZoPYRvs,  his  farprifing  ftratagem  in  betraying  ZorvbabbLi  the  Jews  letara  onder  hiscondad, 

Sabylon  to  Darius^  85.  83. 
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EXPL    ANA    TIO    N 
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Several  foreign  words  in  the  two  volumes. 

Note,  p.  denotes  Perfia.     T.  Turkey,    r.  Ruffia.     i.  India,     a.  Afghans,    t.  Tartars. 

fig.    figniiies. 

Note,  The  numerals  refer  to  the  volumes^  and  the  figures  to  the  pages^ 


ABabeiker*  Omar,  Ofman  and  AK,  11. 244,  344. 
fucceJTors  of  Mabommed  and  Caliphs^  T. 
AdcUah,   II.  106.  fia  of  AU.  fig.  fed  oftbejufi., 

P- 
Acyih  Mahl,  II.  374..  fig.  place  ofjoy^  i. 

Afshars,  I.  171.  tribe  of  ^ariars, 

Aivan,  commonly  called DivAn,  I.  127.  off  e^artment, 

p. 
All,  Gherbellai.  Mahallade»  Mouza.  and  Hafiein; 

II.  $0^.  propbets,  p. 
Ali,    I.  232.  tbe  immediate  fuccejjor  of  Mabomtp.ed^ 

accordimv  to  tbe  FerJUms^  p. 
Allah  kerim,  II.  326.  tbe  pro^dtme  of  Qod^  T. 
Allah  akbah,  II.  344.  God  it  gteateft^  p. 
Allah,  II.  403.  God.  T.  p.  t.  C^'f. 
Arris  bcgi,  II.  364.  prefenter  of  petitions,  p. 
Aflireff;  n.  173.  ^.  nobk^  a 
Azof  j ah,  11.  351.  fig.  Solomon* s  vixir^  i. 
Affotra,  I.  83.  af/b  in  tbe  Vulga,  r. 
Athemat  doulet,  II.  110,  364.  prinu  minifter^  p. 

B. 

Badrians,  I.  206.    ^#rKhajars. 
Bakthiar,  II.  168.  fig.  bapfy,  p. 
Balks,  I.  lyfir-treis^  r. 
Bdooches,  I.  171.  a  tribe  of  Afgbans^ 
Bannians,  II.  372.  trading  people^  i. 
Barranni,  II.  307.  riding  coats,  i. 
Bater,  I.  239.  abero^  t. 

Bafocs,  II.  261 .  inbabitetnit  rf  Bofod  in  Koubejfan; 
P- 


Bayram,  II.  327.  afefi'ual,  T» 

Bazar,  I.  158.  market  place,  p. 

Bazoubond,  II.  386.  repqft,  i. 

Bevra,  II.  l%\,  forced  contribution^  I, 

Bcchik,  II.  310.  a  litter,  or  cradle,  T. 

Beg,  ir.  213.  a  rank  anfwering  to  oar  knigbts,  p^ 

Begl^heg,  I.  231.  II.  258.  lord  of  lords,  p. 

Beuisa,  T.  83.  affl>  in  tbe  Volga,  r. 

BocaTls,  I.  8j.  certain  cups,  r. 

Boftangis,  If.  286.  guards  of  tbe feraglio,  T. 

Bourlacks,  I.  69.  watermen. 

Bal>  II.  134,  241.  afealin  Perjsa,  p. 

Caalleans,    I.   114.   machines  to  finoke  tobacco,    p. 

Caftan,  II.  295.  a  coat  of  honour,  T. 

Calentar,  I.    15,    132.  II.   icJ2.  colURor  of  taxes^ 

Caliphs    See  Abubeikar,  &ff. 

Carack,  II.  138.  a  poll  tax ^  p. 

CasOda,  11.    289.    the  part  in  the  feragUo  <uihere 

'princes  are  kept  confined,  T. 
Caviar.     See  I  era. 

Chamatavoi  yerlique,  I.  58.  ackarance,  r. 
Charka,  f.  283.  a  cup  for  brandy,  r 
Cheik,  II.  147,  248,  407.  a  name  given  to  tbe  kings 

of  Ferfta, 
Cheik  fiidar.  II.  272.  father  of  IJbmael,  founder  of 

tbe  Seffie  dynafty,  p. 
CherifFs,  II.  102.  defcendants  of  Mahommed,  a 
Chiaux.  I.  169,  170.  Criers,  an  order  of  foldiers  in 

Ferfta,  p. 

P  p  p  2  Chopari, 


EXPLANATION    OF   FOREIGN   WORDS. 


Chopan,  I.  178.  couriers , ^. 
Chot.  If.  350.  a  tribute f  i. 
Copcachnicks,  I.  qj.  foft-borfn,  r. 
Copeck,  I.   55,  58.  man^  =  ipe^ny,  r. 
Coraich,  II.  243.  the  tribe  of  MahommiJ^  t» 
Croop,  I.    378,  a  farinaciom  food^  r. 
-Xrorc,  I.  297.    II.  36*.  =  10  lacks,  or  125OCO0/. 
i. 
CahsU-n  II.  $86.  Jagger^  k 

D. 
Dagh,  II.  12;.  asMuntmu, 
Damfcoots,  I.  74.  v^A,  r. 
Dara,  II.  100.  Darius^  orfoveretgu^  p. 
Darougas,  II.  413.  Reuten£mt  of  we  police,  ^» 
D^fterchanO)  1. -€31.  chancery,  p. 
Deh'baihi,  II.  388.  corporal,  p. 
Denlhiks,  I.  t85.  puges,  r. 
Dcr  Tokchi.  1 1.  153.  theeaflgaieofUfahM. 
Devtet  kane*  11.  iSjt  ktbitatwi  of^reatfiefj,  rh. 

palace. 
Dika  baba«  I.  71.  *wtld  tvomam,  r. 
Divan  beghi,  II.  119,  125.  lord  chief  juftice,  p. 


tfiendi,  II.  292.  JtiUed  in  law,  T. 
£id  zoht,  II.  375.  afeafi  of  facrlfice^ 
£fik  agaffi^  If.  258.  genileman'ujber,  p. 
£fik  agaffi  baflii,  IL  144.  grmima/ter^  the  nre- 
mouy  ia  p. 

F. 

Karfang,  I.  154.   II.  134. /9«r  AiAi  1^/(4^,  p. 
Fattaha  and  tokbir,  If.  I44.  a  prayer  for  the  wig. 
Fdeuk*  II.  104.  a  cerhin  party,  oY  ftB,  p. 
Fcrrafh,  I.   171.  aVt  strder  of  foldiers  i>  tit  Ptrfiah 

army,  p. 
Fctfa,  II.  105.  decifiek  of  the  Mufti, 


Gaz,  I.  125.  tueafure  of  forty  inches,  pi 

Gazi,»II.  144.  confueror,  T. 

Geanghicr,  II.  ^<),  fon  of  Abhor,  ^ 

Gebers,  11 .  1 05 .     tee  Perfees . 

Gemal  beg,  I.  310.   fig.  knight  of  the  good  coun- 

tenance,  p. 
Glamfchid,  If.  316.     See  Jumftiid. 
Giarkehie,  I.  171.  an. order  of  foldiers  in  the  Per* 
^         ^anarmy,  p. 

Giga,  II    1^0.  a  plume  of  black  heran" s  feathers,  the 

enfignoffovereignty,  jp. 
Gilodar,  I.  171,  an  order  of  foldiers  hs  tht  PerJSau 

army,  p. 
Gizairei,  I.  171.  an  order  of  foldiers  in  the  Perfiam 

a»-/f/y,  p. 
Goflinadwore,  I.  58.  public  warehoufit,  r. 
Goubernic,  I.  80.   chaneery,  r. 
Ghofaavids,  ll-s8.  a  dynaPy  from  the  cityGhox- 

natn  [not  in  Kjforafan'\  in  Handahars 
GraiT,  I.  374.  eoukt^  r. 


H. 

Hahdgee,  I.  1 1 1 .  «  title  of  difiin&om  to  the  ^filers  - 

of  Mahommed*s  tomb,  p. 
Hajan,  II.  155.  the  nvefern  gate  of  Isfahan. 
Hakcm  bachi,  II.   i^x.  frfi  phypciau,  p. 
Hanifa,  II.  34;.  a  Turkt/h  expounder  of  the  Mahom- 

medan  law,  T*. 
riaram,  I.  155.  11.  104.  fig*  prohibited  to  mem,  tbe 

wometts  JtpartmtM  its  Afia.  ^ 
Harol,  IL  364.  njasi-guard,  i. 
Hazarri,  II.  |88.  commemder  of  es  th$u/asid. 
Htndoftand»  II.  90.  India  hindos,  ^g.fwartky,  i. 
Horda,  I.  138.    11.  102.  es  tribe  ofTwrtwrs^  X. 
Houles,  II.  402.  a  tribe  of  Arabians. 
Huflein  and  Haflan,  II.  104.  the  fons  rfAU. 


Jaffcr,  II.  343.  one  of  the  prophets  of  the  Swmis. 

iaguks,  II.  388.  hmdsaffigleed  to  gp^mmre^  i. 
ccra,  I.  94.  roe  of  fiurgeon,  r. 
Jeziah,  II.  371.  tax  paid hy  the  Pagams,  L 
jiar,  I.  3.  the  wsonih  of  February. 
Iman,  II.  127,  199,241,251.  chief ,  alfi  defender  of 

the  Id^v,  alfopHeil. 
Iznam,  II.  271,   279.    nami  of  the  chiefs  of  tbe 

Arabians. 
Imam  Huilein,  II.  38c.  a  fin  of  AH. 
Imam  Riza  or  Kouli  Kiza,  II..  268.    the  Ptrfiem 

prophet  buried  at  Mefched, 
iSkfa,  n.  %b6,  386.  ^%.fiifety,  dkddieMis  the  Ma-^ 

hommedan  religion,  p. 
Iftao^boul  EfRuidi,  IL  291.  HmtiUne  of  thi  folitt 

in  Conflantineple,  T. 
Ifwoftieiksi  I.  57.  viMet^,  r. 
Jumfliid,  II.  144,  ^i'f.   aUt  oMtnt  iing  He  Pitfis. 

8ei  QIaMOiid. 
Jurghin,  II.  387.  alludes,  to  the  family  ofTasueditut. 

IL 
Ka^iidcaa,  I.  238,  281.  fartmr  tentSf  tfi 
Kadikikier,  II.  zgz.  chief  JujUce^  T. 
Raunakan^  It«  286.  great  t^r  of  the  hoss/bold,  T. 
Kapuonin,  II.  2S8.  the  apartment  in  the  ferayfio 

for  execution^  T. 
Ksra.kufhan,  I.   f7r.    ««  trdtr  rf  fiURers  in  tht 

Perfian  nrmjf,  p. 
Karboy,  I.  102.  «  memfisre,  pi 
KazzL  I.  181.    II.  ^St.  judge,  p. 
Kefliikehi,  I.   169.  ivatch'guhrd,  p. 
Khatars,  I.  130.  antrent  BaSrians,  p. 
Khalaet,  II.  no,  38c.  a  robe  of  honor,  p. 
Khait,  I.  130,  134.   II.  117.  Jordf  or  tsoble. 
Khotbah,  II.  120,  253.  a  (rmperj^r  the  heakhtf 

the  king,  p. 
Kiaya,  11.  28  c»  4I4.  deputy,  or  lieutenttitt,T. 
ILtor  faltan,  II.  207.  one^'d  lord^  a. 
Kirjims,  I.  98.  fmall  bodts^  p. 
Kiflar  aga,  II.  144,  326.  ^frftbi  enMche^  T. 

Kifveran, 


EXPLANATION    OF    FOREIGN    WORDS: 

Kifyerao,  IT.  222.  ytttr  0/ wrgins^  p.  .Naptha.  I.  %g.  a  hiiuminoui  matter 

Xisil,  I.  178.  rul,  p.  Nacmctt,  i.  \  z^,  felts  9f  bair,  p. 

KoQchkaleflj,  J  I.  309.  iird^iower,  T.  Naeflakhchi,  1,  171.  11.  1^3,  374  for/ont  Jhfeof 

Koul,  II.  256.  ajlave,  T.  the  j1fgbans\  al/o  em  erekr  of  foldters  in  the  Per' 

Koule,  I.  80.  ameafurtj  r.  Jian  army, 

Koolier  agaffi,  I.  170,  139,  154,  228.  chief  of  the    Naeflakhchi  baihi,  II,  372.   the  officer  nvho  maief 

Jla^ej,  T.  /eizkretf  y, 

Koarocky  II.   373.     atteftdants  who  clear  the  way,  Nevrouz,  i.  235.    new-year't  eUy^  p. 

P* 

Koarrol^  II.  367.  'van-guard^  p.  O. ' 

£^ulamsy  II.    152.  {\g.  Jiawes^  an  order  of  foldierj,  Oufmai,  II.  2^$,ehiefoftbeLefgees^  t. 

p.  Ordou  cadi,  II.  322.  intendant  ef  the  army\  T. 

Kamees,  I.  2^39.  mares-milk  fermented^  t.  Ordubazarii  1.  168.  a  camp  market, 

Kurchi  babhi,  J  I.  i^i  ^  general  of  the  hot^U  troops^  Omra,  II.  350.  a  prince,  or  lord,  i.  " 

P- 

K*Himfack,  I.  1 J8.  II.  446.  a  rafcal,  p.  P. 

Kuzzlcbalh,  II.  143,  233.  anorderoffoUiety^  p.  Padiflia,  TI.  246,  337.  emperor^  T, 

Pahr  gunjh,  II,  ^ys,  granaries,  i. 

L.  Pcifculh,  II.  37i>  zBi.freegt/i,  i. 

—  Lack,  II.  361.  a  htindred  tbottfand  rupees,  t.  Pieflikhanna,  ll.  ^do,  royal  terns,  i. 

Lats,  II.  297.  inhabitants  of  the  coafi  of  the  Btatk  ■  Pefcuk,  II.  104.  afe&,  p. 

fia.  Perfecs,  II.  i^g.iuorAippersoffre.    SeeiAsiaMHdf 

liOobkas,  I.  5^7.  matts,  r.  Gebres. 

Lotkasj  I.  12.  boeits,  r.                                    «  Poderatchick,  I.  58.  mafier  carriir„  r. 

Foderofnoi,  I.  56.  ^derforborfes,  r. 

1.^    .    tf     «      o     »  J^'  ^^'  ^'  5^'  5^-  36  fc.  Englijh,  r. 
Ma|;i,  II.  98.    ^//  PdrTeea. 

Maimoundgi,  II.  351.  aquackdoBor,  i.  Q^^ 

Malek,  Shai),  Hanbal,  and  Abal  Hanifa,  II.  94 r.  Quafh,  I.  2^3.    aliguor,  r. 

Turkifl,  Doaors.                                                  :>^  --                  :>           ST      > 

Malika  al  Zumani,  II.  373.  fig.  fueen  of  the  times,  R. 

x}'  ex.A        XT     o         L^     ^  n  *?;"*'  I*  '4^-  ^^-  378-  aroyaldtcree,  p* 

Manfubdars,  II.  ^8\.  public  officers,  1,  Rahdar,  I.  153,  412.  tol/.gatherers,  p. 

Manna,  I.  86.  a  feed,  r.  Keys  efFendi,  II.  z%i,fecretary  offtate,  T^ 

Matim,  J  I.   385.  death,  p.  Riadhiat,  11.  221.  religious  penance,  k 

Meidan,  II.  126,  affuare,  p.  Ruble,  I.  371.  coin,  r. 

Mimbaftiis,  II.  2^9,  444.  commander  tf  a  tboufand.  Rupee,  mon^  of  India, 

p.    See  Hazarri. 

MirBukhflii,  II.   12^.  general per^mafter,  p.  S. 

Mir-chckar  bachi,  II.  10c.    grand veneur,  anfivers  Saigon,  I.  249.  a  J^cies  of  antelopes,  r. 

toourmi^er  of  the  buck  bounds,  p.  Sandah,  I.  87.  'uejftls,  p. 

Moezins,  II.  249.  callers  to  prayers,  T.  Sarafs,  or  fcrafs,  II.  134,  391.  money-changers  in  ^i' 

Moghol  poura,  II.  377.  Tartar  Moghols,  i.  Sardar,  or  fcrdar,  I.  132,  231,  II.  Ac±.aoeneraL  p^ 

Mortifa  ali,  II.  344.  See  Ali.                               .  Schcithan,  II.  143.  the  den;il,  T.  ^^^     *         '*^ 

Moorcha,  II.  16^,  an  entrenchment,  i.  Schias,  II.  127,  l\\.fea  of  the  Berfians. 

Moum-feandarain,  I.  265.  extingu^ers  of  candlos,  Schipound,  I.  ^i,  a  weight,  r, 

^J^(^P\f'  ^               .  Scdr,  IT.  i\i,  fuperintendant  of  the  revenues  of  tho: 

Mufti,  If.  182,  z^S.tbefrflecrlefiaflic,  T.-  church,  p. 

Wuhaflils,  I.  141.  II.  i\^.colUaors of  taxes,  p.  Sedr  ali  fchcriah,  II.  \%^,l%^,  chief  juftice,  a 

Muhofiz,  ll,  J^i-f.  jgovernor  of  a  citadel.  T.  Sclam  alciocom,  I.  i8c.  all  hiul,  a  compliment,  ^, 

Mullah,  I.  181.  II.  106,  130,  182.  £\g,aguide,or  Scraflcier,  II.  200,  i\o.  general  in  chief ,  T. 

direBor,  afriefi,  p.  Shah  gcmja,  II.  144.  .Sf/ Jumfliid. 

Mallah  balhi,  II.   341.  bigb-prief,  or  Jirfl  ecclejs^  Shah  fevcn,  II.  \y ^,  ancient  militia,  p. 

•**«'^*  P*  Shatirs,    I.    169    II.   278.  running  footmen,    p. 

MuOaphi,  I.  I  J.  a  writer,  p.  Shcich,  II.  143.     6"^^  Chcik. 

Muftafi  Miexnalck,  I.  231.    general  overfier  of  the  Shemkall,  I.  266.  a  title  of  one  of  tht  chiefs  of  the'- 

mf/W,  p.  Lef&^"' 

Myrza,  II.  103,  353.    a  writer,  after  a  name,  fig^  Shoobe,  L  ^So,  a  great  coat  lined  with  fur,  r. 

alfo prince,  p.  Sinofkas,  I.  ^-j ,  afpecies  of  matts,  r, 

Sirpeachr  II.  386.     a  girdle,  or  filet,  1. 

^.    .,   ,           ,            N.  Sophz,  i.  167,  a  large  culbion  J.  Vi 

Nachladicma,  II.  224,  aj^lmtt  deod  on  oath,  p,  Soubahst . 


EXPLANATION   OF  FOREIGN   WORDS. 

Soubah5»  II.  362.  afronfiitct^  qr  goventmmtt  p.  Vifnofkiy  L  8^.  cbirty^brwufyf  r. 

Spahis,  II.  248,  296.  Jfiatic  cavktrj.  Vizir,  1.  15,  145.    II.  142.  a  fipretmy^  alf9  4U  ^ 

Sukao*  I.   371.  ameafurtyX,  fictr  unJir  £l  gofvirnar. 

Step,  I.  o.  A  defert^  r,  ,  Vizir  Azem,  grand  vtxir,  T. 

Struzes,  1.  51.  harJb,  r.  Ukraioe,  I.  378.  a/ronHer,  r. 

Svdival*  H.  388.  caftaitt, 

Sannet  odaffi,  IL  294.  the  apartment  nvbire  the  Ot-  W. 

tomam  princes  are  clrcumeijid  Werft,  L  9.  4  rfa  miU  Englijb,  r. 

Sunni,  II.  134.  fea  of  the  Turh.  Wcfbcs,  I.  63.  imtj  or  common  boufes,  r. 

^  Wcywodc,  I.  II.  chief  magiftr ate t  r. 

T-  Wilocks,  II.  92.  a  t^ck  felt  of  hair  ^  r. 

Tabal,  II.  344.  afmal!  drum^  p.  Wipis,  I.  57.  «  certain  cuftem-homfe  femdt,  r. 
Takht  rcvan,  II.  371.  moving  throne,  i. 
Tarranquins,  11.  379.  veffeis  on  the  Perfimn  gulf  Y. 

?&M;^^i-*r^..T.  "tail''-  •^'^^-'.  ~^ 

Topch.  badu.  II.  ,s».  ^«^*«5^«-  .//Ar  «rft/fo7.  Yef„l.  I.  ',7,  *  «  ^^tr  //2ff«.,  i» \b*  Perjm 

T.Scan.11.  387.    5«T«narbeg.  YeS'ir./*. -«?*«,  P- 

V-  Z. 

Vdi,   II.  lOl.     titb  rf  tb*  fnd»t*ry  friMcu   ,f  z,pi,^  J      8    ^  ctrtahngiMedbomd,  r. 

VekSrVked.  U.  355.  37-,  38z.  -  W«...  |Sfei'il!^?;r;«.«;  f.  ""^  ^ 

P* 


BOOKS  Printed  for  A.  Millar,  in  the  Strand 

I.  TAG.  AuGusTi  Thuani  Historia  suiTemporis.     Edita  per  S.Bu  cklb  v.    I» 
•    J    7  vols. 

II.  A  New  and  Compleat  CoUcftion  of  the  Works  of  the  Hon.  Robert  Boyle,  Efq;  To  the  whole 
is  prefixed,  A  New  Account  of  his  Life,  confining  partly  of  Memoirs  drawn  up  by  himfeif.  In 
5  vols. 

III.  The  Works  of  Francis  Bacon,  Baron  of  Veralam,  Vifcount  St.  Alban,  Lord  High  Chancellor 
of  England.  With  fever al  Additional  Pieces,  never  before  printed  in  any  Edition  of  his  Works.  lo 
which  is  prefixed,  A  New  Life  of  the  Author.     By  Mr.  Mallet.     In  3  vols. 

N,  B.  1  lie  Additional  Pieces  and  Life,  may  be  bad  alone,  to  compleat  the  Edition  of  1730. 

IV.  A  Complete  Colledion  of  the  Hifterical^  Political,  and  Mifcellaneous  Works  of  John  Milton  : 
Corredlly  printed  from  the  Original  Editions.  Containing  feveral  original  Papers  of  His,  never  before 
pablifhed.  With  an  Hiilorical  and  Critical  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writmgs  of  the  Author.  By 
T.  Birch,  D.  D.  and  F.  R.  S.  To  which  is  added,  A  laree  alphabetical  Index,  and  a  curious  Head  o£ 
the  Author,  engraven  by  Mr.  Vertue,  from  a  Drawing  by  Mr.  Richard  so  n«    In  2  vols. 

V.  The  Oceana,  and  other  Work?,  of  James  HARRrNCTON,  Efq;  collefled,  methodized,  and  re* 
viewed  ;  with  an  exadl  Account  of  his  Life  prefixed,  by  John  Tolanp.  To  which  is  added,  An  Ap- 
pendix, containing  all  the  political  Trads  wrote  by  this  Author,  omitted  in  Mr.  Toland^s  Edition* 

*  The  Third  Edition,  to  which  is  now  added  an  Index. 

N.  B,  The  Appendix  may  be  had  alone,  to  coonpleat  thofe  Gentlemens  Books  who  have  bought 
Mp.  To  land's  Edition. 

VL  An  Hiflorical  and  Political  Difcourfe  of  the  Laws  and  Government  of  England,  from  the  firft 
Times  to  the  End  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  With  a  Vindication  of^the  antient  Way  of 
Parliaments  in  England.  Colledcd  from  fome  Manufcript  Notes  of  John  Seldcn,  Efq;  by  Na- 
thaniel Bacon,  of  Gray^slnn,  Efq;  The  Fourth  Edition  ;  Corredled  and  improved,  by  a  Gentleman 
of  the  Middle  Temple. 

N,  B*   There  are  a  few  of  the  above  Six  Books  printed  on  a  fuperfine  Writing-Paper. 

VII.  All  the  Works  of  John  Locke,  Efq;  with  Alphabetical  Tables.  The  Fifth  Edition.  Ei 
3  vols, 

\1U.  Cydopoedia ;  or.  An  Univerfal  Didionary  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  By  E.  Chambers,  F.  R.  S". 
The  Seventh  Edition,  corrected  and  amended,  with  fome  Additions.     In  2  vols.  . 

IX.  The  Supplement  to  Mr.  Chambers's  Cyclopaedia,  or  Univerfal  Di£lionary  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 
In  2  vols. 

X.  An  Univerfal  Htftory,  from  the  earlieft  Account  of  Time  to  the  prefent.  Which  comprizes  not 
only  the  General  Hiftory  of  the  World,  but  of  each  Empire,  Kingdom  and  State,  from  its  firfl  Founda^ 
tion  to  its  DiiTolution,  or  to  the  prefent  Time.  With  an  exa£l  Account  of  the  Migrations  and  Conquells 
of  every  People,  the  Succeflion  and  Reigns  of  their  refpcdlive  Princes,  their  Religion  and  Government, 
Trade,  Cufloms,  Learning,  i^c  The  whole  forming  a  complete  Pody  of  Iflftorv,  and  in  itfelf  ah  entire 
Library,  being  a  Common-place  of  the  various  Hiftorians,  both  antient  and  modern,  of  all  Nation^  and 
People,  under  their  feveral  Forms  of  Government,  brought  down  to  the  prefent  Century,  properly  regu- 
lated and  digelled.  .Immediately  extracted  from  origjfnal  Authors,  illuilrated  with  Maps,  Cuts,  Chronoi- 
logical  and  other  Tables.    In  9  vols.  Folio,  or  in  20  vols.  Odavo. 

XL  The  Ceremonies  and  Religious  Cuftoms  of  the  various  Nations  of  the  known  World  :  Togctbter 
with  Hiftorical  Annotations,  and  feveral  curious  Diicourfes  equally  inftruAive  and  entertaining.  Written 
originally  in  French,  and  illuftrated  with  a  large  Number  of  Folio  Copper-Plates,  all  beautifully  deiigned 
by  Mr.  Bernard  Pic  art,  and  curioufly  engraved  by  mofl  of  the  beft  Hinds  in  Europe.  Faithhiily 
tranflated  into  EngliQi  by  a  Gentleman,  fome  time  fmce  of  St.  John's  College  in  Oxford.    7  vols. 

The  4th,  5th,  6thi  and  7th  Vols,  are  to  be  had  feparate,  to  co.tiplete  Gentlemens  Sets,  that  pux% 
chafed  the  firft  three. 
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BOOKS  printed  for  A.  M1LI.AR,  in  the  Strand' 

"Xir.  A  Complete  Syftem  of  Geography  :  Being  a  Defcription  of  a!l  the  Couotrics,  Iflands,  Cities, 
-chief  Towns,  Harboon,  Lakes,  aod  Rivers,  Mouauios,  Mines,  Vc.  of  the  known  World.  Shewing  the 
Situation,  Extent,  and  uoundariesof  the  feverat  Kmpires,  Kingdoms,  Republics,  Principalities,  ProviBces, 
fjfe,  their  CliTiiate,  Sol],  and  Produce,  their  principal  Buildings,  Manuf adores,  sind  Trade  ;  their  Go- 
vemmeot.  Policy,  Religion.  Manners  and  Cuilocns,  and  the  l^iftapcc  ajid  Bearing  of  all  the  principal 
Towns  from  one  another.  Comprehending  the  UiHory  of  the  Univerrc,  both  ancient  and  modern;  and 
the  mod  material  Revolutions  and  Changes  that  hive  happened  in  it,  cither  by  Conqaeft  or  Treaties; 
with  whatever  is  curious  and  remarkable  in  the  Works  of  Nature  or  Art.  To  which  is  prefixed.  An 
Introdu^ion  to  Geography,  as  a  Science;  an  ExjplanatioA  of  Maps;  the  X^Q&xim  of  tins  £jpherf,  the 
Syftem  of  the  World  ;  and,  a  philofophical  Tfeaiife  of  the  Eardi,  5ea,  Air,  and  Meuon.  1  h^  who\^ 
illuftrated  with  Seventy  Maps,  ail  new  drawn  and  engraved  by  Emahucl  ^v^^,  r-^cordtng  to  the 
lateft  Difcoveries  and  Surveys  ;  making  of  ihemreives  a  compiet^  Atlas,  for  tJMS  Ufe  olHsll  Gentlemen, 
Merchants,  Mariners,  and  others,  who  delight  in  Hillory  and  Geography.  ^ 

This  Work,  txtxztXtA  from  feveral  hundred  Books  of  Travels  and  Hiftor^,  is  broog^t  down  to  the 
prtfent  Time  ;  preferving  ail  that  ii  alcfal  in  the  foprth  and  lail  Edition  of  the  Complete  Geo- 
grapher, publimed  ander  the  Name  of  HaaUAN  MotL,  ^c    a  vols. 

XIII.  Bilhop  fivaNir's  Hiilory  of  his  own  Time  :  From  the  Rcftoration  of  King  Chari.ss  IJ.  to 
the  Conclnfion  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  at  Utrecht,  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anns.  To  which  is  prefixed, 
A  fummary  Recapitulation  of  Aftairs  in  Church  and  State,  from  King  Jamas  I.  to  the  Reltoration  in  the 
Year  1660.     With  the  Life  of  the  Author  by  the  Editor.     2  vols.  Folio,  or  4  vols.  O^VfO. 

XIV.  The  Works  of  the  learned  Isaac  Barrow,  D.  D.  late  Mafter  of  Trinity.  College,  Cambridge: 
Seing  all  his  Englilh  Worki.  The  Fifth  Edition.  In  )  Vols.  Containing  in  \iA.  1.  1  hirty-tyvo  Ser- 
mons, preached  upon  feveral  Occafions ;  a  brief  Expofition  of  the  Creed,  the  Lord's^Fr^yeXt  U^alogoe, 
and  the  Dodlrlne  of  the  Sacraments.  A  Treacife  of  the  Pope's  Supremacy  ;  and  a  Difcourfe  on  the 
Unity  of  the  Church.  Vol.  II.  Thirty-four  Sermons  and  Expofitions  upon  ail  the  Axtides  in  the  A- 
poftles  Creed.  Vol.  HI.  Forty- five  Sermons  uDon  Several  Occafions  ;  with  Tables  of  Confients  10  eadi 
Volume.  The  whole  publifhed  by  his  Grace  Dr.  John  Tillotsom,  late  Lord  Anchbi^p  of  Canter* 
bury.    Tp  which  is  prefixed  fonie  Account  of^he  Life  W  the  Author. 

XV.  The  Works  of  the  moft  Reverend  Dr.  John  Tillotson,  late  Lord  AffchbiAhOp  of  Canterbury. 
In  3  v<rfs. 

XVJ.  A.  Syftem  of  Heraldry,  Speculative  and  Pra£^ical.  With  the  true  Art  of  Blazon,  according  to 
the  moft  approved  Heralds  in  Europe.  lUuftrli ted  with  fuirable  Examples  of  Armorial  Figures,  and 
Atchievements  (5f  the  moft  confiderable  Surnames  and  Families  in  Scotland,  iffc,  Toctther  with  Uifto- 
trical  and  Genealogical  Memorials  relative  thereto.    By  Alsxandfr  Kisbet,  Efq;  Two  Vols. 

The  focond  Vol.  may  be  had  alone  to  £ompleat  Gentlemens  Sets.  ^ 

XVn.  Thefaurus  Liogus  Latinae  Comoendiarius :  Or,  A  Compendious  Di£iionary  of  the  Latin 
Tongue;  defigned  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Britiih  Nation.  In  three  Parts.  Containing,  L  The  Ei^Hfh  appel- 
lative Words  and  Forms  of  Expreflion  before  the  Latin ;  in  which  will  be  found  fome  thoofand  Englxih 
Words  and  Phrafes,  ieveral  various  Senfesof  the  fame  Word,  and  a  great  Number  of  proverbial  Cxprefiions, 
more  than  in  any  former  Didlionarv  of  this  Kind,  all  carefully  endeavourM  to  be  rendered  in  proper  and 
dafiical  Latin.  To  which  are  fubjoin'd,  i .  The  proper  Names  of  the  more  remarkable  Pisces  rendet^4 
into  Latin  :  a.  The  Chriftian  Names  of  Men  and  Women.  II.  The  Latin  Appellatives  before  theEng- 
lift) ;  in  which  are  given  the  more  certain  Etymologies  of  the  Latin  Words,  th^ir  Senfes  ip  Englifh  ranged 
in  their  natural  Order,  the  principal  Idioms  under  each  Senfe  explained  and  accounted  foj,  all  Supported 
by  the  Authorities  of  the  Roman  Writers ;  with  References  to  the  particular  fiook.  Chapter,  or  VeHe, 
where  the  Citations  may  be  found.  III.  The  ancient  Latin  Names  of  the  more  remarkable  Perfons  aod 
Places  occurring  in  daffic  Authors,  with  a  fhort  Account  of  tbfOi  both  Hiftorical  and  Mythojoeical ;  and 
the  more  modsm  Names  of  the  fame  Places,  (q  far  as  they  are  known,  coUefled  from  the  moft  ajyvDved 
Writers.  To  which  are  added,  i.  The  Roman  Calendar,  much  fuller  thaa  anv  y.et  publifhed.  2.  Their 
Coins,  Weights  and  Meafures,  3.  A  Chronology  of  the  Rom^)  Kings,  Confuls,  and  more  remarkable 
Events  of  that  Sute.  4.  The  Notes  of  Abbreviation  ufed  in  ancient  Latui  Authors  and  fnfp-ipnons. 
5.  A  ihort  Di£lionary  of  the  more  common  Latin  Words  occurring  in  our  ancienit  L^ws  Sy  Roasar 
AmswoaTH.  The  Fifth  Edition,  with  Additions  and  Improvements.  By  S^mu£L  Patricic, 
JLL.D.  and  Ulherof  the  Charter-Houfe  School.    In  2  vols.  Folio,  or  in  one  vol.  Quarto. 
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